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Editor’s Thoughts......

I have had the privilege of hearing a few good
sermons, lately. Fr Keith – well, that’s to be
expected. Fr Dylan – likewise. Erudite, penetrating
and very much to the point. 

Two I am thinking of in particular stand out,
because they so very much hit today’s nails on the
head. By today, I really do mean: these last few
weeks. I am reproducing Fr Paddy’s homily in its
entirety, elsewhere. It is addressing the challenge
that the people of Ireland are facing right now – the
drive to repeal Constitutional protection for children
yet unborn. Can you imagine? Ireland is
considering repealing its legal protection for unborn
children. Who speaks up for the voiceless and who
will defend the defenceless now, if not us?

Read his sermon and, despite the setbacks that
the pro-life movement has suffered this year, take
heart. If you are appalled by the attacks on the
unborn, the attempt to commoditise them and turn
them into industrial raw material: take heart. You
are not alone; plenty of others feel the same away
and Fr Paddy is prepared to give voice to those
who fear their words would be too quiet, and lost in
the anti-life whirlwind.

Start again

The other homily I found particularly striking was
by Mgr Fitzgerald, in Salisbury. It was on the first
Sunday of Advent and he talked of new
beginnings.

Every day is a new beginning, he said. Every
week. Every time we go to Mass. Every time we go
to Confession – and we should go to Confession,
much more than we currently do, as a Church.

That is very much what the Season of Advent is
about: new beginnings. Specifically, new
beginnings at around Christmas, the new year of
the Church, and the Nativity of Our Lord, but also
the season itself. Preparation. Making ready. 

We are surrounded with secular images of
Christmas; there’s even an advert currently on the
telly that says of a 60-inch TV: “it’s what Christmas
is all about”.

As Catholics, I sincerely hope we all know that is
not the case! 

Funnily enough, although they are the most likely
to be materialistic, to look forward to the presents

to be opened on Christmas Day, it is our children
who are most open to the spirit of the season – to
think of others, to want to give, to be fascinated by
the story of the First Christmas. To be most ready
to identify with the Christ-child, helpless and totally
dependent on His parents for everything, from food 
and warmth to love and comfort. 

A clear insight from a flawed man

Years ago, when I was not as regular a Church-
goer as I could and should have been, I read a
story written by that most brilliant, complex and
flawed of writers who happen to be Catholic:
Graham Green. He was capable of searing
perception and description of the banality of Evil –
in Brighton Rock – the glamour (in the old-
fashioned sense) of Evil – in The Third Man (my
favourite film) - and the monstrosity and life-
denying evil of Evil, in The Power and the Glory.

This particular tale – A Visit to Morin – was a bit
different. It was a short story and it had only two
characters: Morin, a bit of a burned-out case of a
formerly celebrated Catholic writer, and Dunlop, a
non-Catholic who had become interested in
Catholicism paradoxically because of his
enthusiasm for Morin and his work. Dunlop has
stopped by a Catholic Church for Midnight Mass –
partly out of curiosity, partly because he is being
drawn to the Church. The only two people in the
congregation who do not go up for Communion are
Dunlop himself, and an older man he recognises
as this Morin chap.

Born again

For me, the most amazing lines are about Midnight
Mass. Morin describes it as the ‘first Mass of
childhood’, the one that introduces children to the
mysticism of the Church. If you have come to
regard Sunday Mass as routine, Midnight Mass
brings back those magical evenings of childhood,
when Midnight Mass was celebrated at midnight. 
When you were small, it was rite of passage; the
proof that you were growing up. I don’t know if you
did but I and my sister had to go to bed a little
earlier – no matter how excited we were – and,
although we were determined to stay awake – we
knew we could not sleep, because it was
Christmas Eve! – we would find ourselves gently
shaken out of deepest slumber by our mother. She
would encourage us out of bed, into our clothes
and make sure we took our warmest coat, “against
the frost”. 

If we were lucky, the moon was shining in a clear
sky and the frost crunched gently underfoot. We
arrived at an already-crowded church, a shadow
against the starry sky, with the light shining through
stained-glass windows and the sound of the
midnight carol service flowing out of the open
doors.

Wide-eyed, we entered, and someone would be
legless, carried out by friends and neighbours to
recover his senses in the cold car park. We were
shocked but what caught our attention was the light
on the Stable, the Christ-child now present in the
manger, the shuffling in the pews as the early
arrivals made room for our family.

It was a rite of passage and making it ‘easier’,
bringing the ‘First Mass of Christmas’ – Midnight
Mass no more – forward to as early as 8pm or
even sooner, to accommodate the ‘little ones’ robs
it of its magic, and of that feeling of transition for
children themselves. In making it ‘easier’, it is
stripped of its meaning and wonder – and even,
yes, that feeling of specialness when we attend for
the first time. A hard toffee is no substitute when it
comes to feeling ‘very special’.

Coming home

‘The first Mass of childhood’, Morin called it – but
also the ‘last Mass of the lapsed’. When all else
has fallen away, when the waters of the secular
world have eroded faith and eliminated belief, the
two things that kept us coming back were the
Power of the Holy Spirit, gained in Confirmation,
and – crucially – Midnight Mass. 

This is a time of new beginning, of turning our back
on the troubles of the past year. If you have
Midnight Mass in your Parish, at Midnight, treasure
it and attend it. If you don’t – have a look around
and see if there is a reachable parish that does,
and give it a shot. Refresh your mind and your
spirit with the first Mass of childhood, remember
what it did, all those years ago, and join again with
the new Life, the redemption and rebirth, brought to
the world by the Christ-child, two Millennia ago.

A Visit to Morin’ is currently published as one of a
collection of four stories under the title ‘A Sense of
Reality

Have a very merry and blessed Christmas, and a
happy New Year.
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Around the
South West

WE NEED YOUR
PARISH NEWS 
TO GO HERE!

No parish news?
Maybe you should
start something!
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FUNERALFUNERAL
SERVICESSERVICES
Helping with all your needs Helping with all your needs 

Catenian Association Province 13 
Public Speaking Contest

Calling all Catholic 6th Formers
Are you a Catholic 6th Former, in Years 11 to 14 (16 to 19 year old)

attending a Catholic or Combined Church school or local state school?

Could you speak
For just four minutes
on a topical subject?

Then why not enter our 4th Public Speaking Contest
on 

Saturday, 24th February 2018
at St Peter’s Church

Boniface Lane, Plymouth PL5 3AX

Prizes and trophies for winning school and contestants
Certificates for all

Interested?
For more information

Contact: Peter Holman on 01626 438446 or Email: phadenraf@gmail.com

Or your local representative …………………………………
at:…………………………………………………

PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST
TOPICS 2018

1.    Education makes us what we are
2.    Being young is overrated
3.    Good manners and politeness are so 

yesterday
4.    What ever happened to…..?
5.    It is good to talk 
6.    Do we learn from history?
7.    All the world is a stage…
8.    My biggest concern for the future is …..

9.    Speaking frankly……
10.  The courage of your convictions
11.  Carpe Diem
12.  Discipline is not a dirty word.
13.  The most important lesson of my life so far
14.  The truth is rarely pure and never simple 

(Wilde) 
15.  The games people play
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The Sons Of Divine Providence

Only Charity will save the world

Vocations Weekend
Friday evening January 12, 13, 14 2018

Friday evening February 16, 17, 18 2018

For men and women thinking of becoming

a priest or religious

Contact: Fr John C. Perrotta
21 Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick,

Kingston Upon Thames KT1 4HB

Tel: 07921 125283

Email:johnperrotta208@gmail.com

            

Don't miss out onDon't miss out on

Book yourBook your
advert nowadvert now

Please note the  deadline for advertisingPlease note the  deadline for advertising
is the 10th of each monthis the 10th of each month

Telephone Telephone 01440 730399

Advertising
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To a d ve r t i s eTo  a d v e r t i s e
P h o n eP h o n e

01440 73039901440 730399
07931 83690707931 836907

St. Rita's Promotions
Pilgrimage to 

Cascia and Rome

18th - 22nd June 2018
Cost £856.00

Led by Fr. Gerald Wilson O.A.R.
For more details ring 01404 42635 

Mon-Fri 9am - 3pm
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JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

FATIMA  |  ANNIVERSARY OF SR LUCIA

WE OFFER  
» Direct Àights from various airports in the UK 
» Fully escorted with professional guides  
» Return airport transfers  
» Great selection of hotels 
» Fully Àexible tailor-made itineraries 
» Bonded & fully licensed for ¿nancial protection

11 FEBRUARY  |  4 NIGHTS 
£429pps

£ only

» Direct, return Àights from London Heathrow
» Hotel accommodation on full board basis

» Comprehensive Religious Programme
» Led by Spiritual Director NOW TAKING2018   BOOKINGS

16-18 March 2018
Wistaston Hall, 89 Broughton Lane,

Crewe CW2 8JS

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AWARENESS WEEKEND

Speaker; Sister Patricia Mulhall CSB
Sister Patricia is a Brigidine sister who has
been campaigning in the area of human
trafficking since 2006, nationally through
TRAC and internationally through RENATE
[Religious in Europe Networking Against

Trafficking and Exploitation] .

For more information contact 

Sophie Rudge

sophierudge@btinternet.com

SOCIETY 
OF THE HOLY
CHILD JESUS
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Also serving Schools, Business and HomesAlso serving Schools, Business and Homes

Apple Office Equipment Ltd

Specialising in Churches, Schools and Charities
Print your own Magazines etc on the Risograph Digital Printer.

Add colour to your publications on a Konica/Ricoh or Riso
HC/Com Colour Copier

Printer to include Booklet Making.
New and professionally refurbished machines always available. 

Demonstrations available at our premises

Telephone: 
02380 330611

Website:
www.appleoffice.co.uk

A            

TO ADVERTISE TELEPHONE JANET 
ON 01440 730399 



SStt.. PPaauull’’ss TTiinnttaaggeell 
Christmas Eve 17.30
Christmas day 12 noon 

Confessions available every day
on request. 

Carols at all Masses
Bryan with prayers 

MMoosstt PPrreecciioouuss BBlloooodd
SSiiddmmoouutthh 

    
      

  
      

    

    
      

    
     

   

Christmas Vigil Mass 7pm on
Sunday 24th December,

Midnight Mass at Midnight,
Christmas Day Mass at 10:30am,

Vigil Mass Saturday
30th December at 5:30pm,

Sunday Mass on
Sunday 31st January at 10:30am

SPUC Branches in the
Plymouth Diocese
send best wishes to

readers of
CATHOLIC SOUTH

WEST for a
HAPPY and HOLY
CHRISTMAS 2017

50 years of defending
life from conception to

natural death.
October 2017 marked the

50th anniversary of
the passing of the
1967 Abortion Act

The Society for
the Protection of
Unborn Children

www.spuc.org.uk
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0800 016 9727

Next day installation available
Stay in the home you love
For all types of staircase
Free survey and quote
365-day local service
 

“I no longer dread 
having to climb the    

 stairs.”
Mr. Rowe, Nottingham

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES
SUNDAY 24th Dec - CHRISTMAS EVE 

8.30 am - Our Lady Star of the Sea, St. Agnes.
10.30 am - Most Holy Trinity, Newquay.

12.00 Noon - Christ the King, Perranporth.
5.00 pm - Christmas Children’s Mass 

(Most Holy Trinity) 
8.30 pm -  Christmas Eve Carols 

(Most Holy Trinity)
9.00 pm - Vigil Mass (Most Holy Trinity)
MONDAY 25th Dec - CHRISTMAS DAY 

8.30 am - Our Lady Star of the Sea, St. Agnes
10.30 am - Most Holy Trinity, Newquay

12.00 Noon – Christ the King, Perranporth
TUESDAY 26th Dec – ST. STEPHENS 
9.30 am – Most Holy Trinity, Newquay
SUNDAY 31ST DEC – NEW YEARS EVE 
10.30 am – Most Holy Trinity, Newquay
4.00 pm – Christ the King, Perranporth

6.00 pm – Our Lady Star of the Sea, St. Agnes
MONDAY 1st  JANUARY – NEW YEARS DAY

10.30 am – Most Holy Trinity, Newquay

For other Masses and Service times during the week
please see our website www.mostholytrinity.co.uk 
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Davis is living his childhood in darkness. Will you 
help a child see the wonder of God’s creation?

Dear Catholic South West reader,

As a fellow Christian, I wanted 
to share with you how incredibly 
powerful it is to witness a child 
seeing for the first time, after eye 
surgery.

As we carry out our work with 
Christian Blind Mission, we are 
constantly moved by the astonishment 
and wonder on the faces of children 
when the bandages are removed and they 
get their first clear look at their 
smiling loved ones. 

8-year-old Davis has cataracts.  
He has been barely able to see. 
But we know that a simple 45-minute 
procedure could restore his sight.

Just think, in under an hour his 
entire life could be transformed. 
Instead of living with darkness, 
frustration and exclusion he could

have light, colour and a future 
filled with opportunity. He could do 
well at school and find a way out of 
poverty.

The cataract removal surgery costs 
£95, but his family can barely afford 
even basic necessities, so I am 
turning to you in the hope that you 
can help.

If you could send a gift of £95 today, 
you could pay for a child like Davis’ 
surgery. You could open his eyes to 
the beauty of God’s creation. And 
we’ll send you an update on how Davis’ 
surgery goes.

God bless you,

 

Andrea Brandt von Lindau 
Programme Manager for Inclusive  
Eye Health

“ Open my eyes, that I may see wonderful things.”
- Psalm 119:18
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Please return this form to: Freepost Plus RSKK-HXAX-CYGZ, CBM,  
Oakington Business Park, Dry Drayton Road, Oakington, Cambridge CB24 3DQ

We will send you an update on how Davis’ surgery goes.

Yes, I will give £95 to make a blind child see the wonder of God’s creation.
I will give:  £95    My choice amount of: ___________

Title:  First Name:  Surname:   

Address: 

 Postcode:   

If you are a UK taxpayer and if 
you tick the Gift Aid box when 
you make a donation, HMRC 
will add an extra 25p for every 
pound you donate.

 I want to Gift Aid my donation 
and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 
years to Christian Blind Mission. I 
am a UK taxpayer and understand 
that if I pay less Income Tax or 
Capitals Gains Tax than the amount 
of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.

We will need your name and 
address to claim the additional 
25% of your donation from  
Gift Aid.

Increase the value 
of your gift by 25%

Christian Blind Mission is a huge inspiration to me. It works in more than 60 countries, including 
some of the world’s poorest communities, to restore sight, mobility and independence to people 
living with disability. It’s putting Christ’s love into action for the most marginalised people.  
Will you join Christian Blind Mission by supporting this amazing work?
Diane Louise Jordan, Friend of CBM

  I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher made out to CBM or
 Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro Card/CAF Card 

Card holder’s name: 

Card number:                     Expiry date: M M / Y  Y   

security number:    signature:       Date:   /   /   
3-digit Cardholder’s

Davis’ cataracts means he’s 
been living in darkness

He can hardly see objects in 
front of him

Your gift could help a child 
see and transform a life

Call 01223 484700 to 
make your donation 
today. THANK YOU.

In the event of there being insuf¿cient funds to carry out a project, or in the event of a surplus arising on a project, any unspent funds will be used wherever the need is greatest.

We’d love to keep you informed about our work and how your support is transforming lives.   
If you are happy to hear from CBM UK by email or phone, please let us know your details:

Phone:   Email:    
We like to contact our supporters with postal fundraising messages and updates from the projects 
we support. If you do NOT want to receive such messages from us in the future  
please contact our Supporter Care team on info@cbmuk.org.uk or via 01223 484700
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Rising Sun Nurseries, near Callington, Cornwall, has a complete range of
garden care products, tools, pots, composts and accessories for all your
gardening needs, and a wide range of plants, shrubs, trees, bulbs and
seeds for every garden.  We are open 7 days a week throughout the year.
There is ample parking and our coffee shop serves snacks, cakes, teas
and ices. Our friendly staff are always on hand to help you and to offer
advice and recommendations.
• Bedding Plants
• Hanging Baskets 
• Patio and Pot Plants 
• Bird Feeders 
• Annual Seeds 

• Ceramic Pots and Troughs 
• Composts
• Gifts
• Cut Flowers and Bouquets 
• Christmas Trees

Rising Sun Nurseries, Harrowbarrow, 
Callington, Cornwall PL17 8JD
01579 351231
Website: www.risingsunnurseries.co.uk

HTA National Garden Gift Vouchers

         

COFFEE 
& FOOD FAIR

THE GRANGE
RESTAURANT & TEA ROOM

Buckfast Abbey
1018 2018

SATURDAY 10TH 
FEBRUARY 2018

 10AM TIL 3PM
IN THE GRANGE RESTAURANT
AND MEDIEVAL GUEST HALL

Buckfast Abbey
1018 2018

Buckfast Abbey Bookshop,
Monastic Shop and 

NEW Exhibition Shop

www.buckfast.org.uk

Religious books, Christian resources, Cards, Jewellery, CD’s, DVD’s. 
Gifts for Baptisms, First Holy Communion and Weddings. 

Monastic produce from Abbeys and Monasteries from across the 
globe. Increased range of Trappist Beers and Austrian wines. 

Car Parks and Entry to The Abbey is free.
You can always phone us on (01364) 645506 or
email on bookshop@buckfast.org.uk

www.buckfast.org.uk/whats-on or phone for more details 01364 645504


