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CONTACTS &  
DETAILS 

 
Catholic South West is a 
monthly newspaper for 

Catholics in the Plymouth, 
Clifton and Portsmouth  

Dioceses. It is published by 
Bellcourt Ltd 

 
 

AIMS 
To build community in the South West 
by sharing stories relating to Catholic 
life around the South West.  
To encourage readers to get more 
involved in - or start - projects and 
initiatives in the local area.  
To provide thought-provoking articles 
to help readers deepen their Faith. 
 
 

GET INVOLVED 
We need your help!  

Articles: We need your local articles - 
we can only include what we get. So if 
you have an article or just a photo with 
a short description - please send it in. 
Ideas: We need your ideas for the paper 
and we need your ideas in the paper. If 
you have any thoughts on what we sh-
ould include - or if you are thinking 
about starting a new initiative - get in 
touch - we’d love to support it! 
Readers: If you can encourage other 
readers in your parish please do so.   
Advertising: We rely on  
advertising - if you know of anyone that 
would benefit from promoting  
their business, event or anything else 
to parishioners throughout the  
South West, do let us know. 
 

SUBMITTING EDITORIAL 
To send in editorial or to get in touch 
please contact us at: 
CSW - Bellcourt Ltd 
N2 Blois Meadow Business Centre 
Steeple Bumpstead 
Haverhill, Suffolk 
CB9 7BN 
csw@cathcom.org 
01440 730399 
 

ADVERTISING 
To advertise in Catholic South West 
please contact us on 01440 730399 
ads@cathcom.org 
 
 

DATES 
Catholic South West goes to parishes 
on the last full weekend of the month. 
It is printed around the middle of the 
month - so if you would like to adver-
tise or send in editorial please do it as 
early as possible.

LEGAL  
INFORMATION 
Please note that opinions 
expressed in this paper and 
on any linked sites or 
publications are not 
necessarily those of the 
Publishers, Editor, any 
Diocese or the wider Roman 
Catholic Church 
Every reasonable effort is 

made to ensure that due 
acknowledgement, when 
appropriate, is made to the 
originator of any image 
submitted for publication. It 
is understood that those 
submitting material for 
publication in CSW either 
hold the copyright or have 
arranged for publication with 
the appropriate authority.

EDITORIAL  
GUIDELINES 
1) Think of the readers: If 
you are writing about an 
event, think about the rea-
ders that don’t know anything 
about it. Outline what happe-
ned, but  focus on why people 
go, why it is important to 
them, or some teaching that 
was given. Make sure readers 
learn something from your 

article - they don’t just want 
to know who was there and 
what snacks were available! 
2) Keep it brief: Make sure 
you make your point - but 
keep it brief and punchy. 
3) Pictures: Send pictures as 
they are - even if they are 
very big to email. Don’t re-
duce them in size or put them 
inside a Word document. 
They look fine on the screen 
but terrible in the paper!

‘the only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love”  
Galatians 5:6 
 
On 20 April, over 35 people from Devon 
and Cornwall came together at St 
Cuthbert Mayne in Launceston to pray and 
reflect on a Christian response to an 
ageing society and how Catholic Social 
Teaching should inform that response. 
The event was organised by Caritas 
Diocese of Plymouth in partnership with 
our SVP friends and hosted by Canon John 
Deeny and his parish. 
 
The population in the Diocese of Plymouth 
is changing. An increasingly larger 
percentage of the population will be over 
65 in the coming years. Many people are 
living longer and we can expect to see 
increasing numbers of people living into 
their 90s. For many, these additional 
years of life are a positive experience and 
older people make a huge contribution to 
social action in our parish and local 
communities. However some people will 
struggle with ill health, loneliness, 
bereavement and poverty in later life. Our 
older years are as much a time to expand 

A faith response to Ageing

our horizons as our earlier years and the 
Church has a role to play in challenging 
stereotypes of ageing and enabling people 
to continue to contribute and develop 
throughout life. 
 
Caritas Diocese of Plymouth and SVP 
offered presentations about the 
challenges and opportunities of an ageing 
society and how can support parishes and 
groups to respond. The fundamental 
principle of the dignity of the human 
person should guide everything we do. We 
discussed the importance of actively going 
out to seek those in need and creating 
relationships of trust and encounter. 
Positive relationships created by parish 
pastoral groups can help create 
communities of care, where people look 
out for one another and where everyone’s 
gifts are used and valued. We 
acknowledged the importance of bringing 
together different groups in the parish to 
support people as well as working with 
other churches and groups of other faiths 
or none. 
 
People shared positive experiences of 
taking action such as creating warm 

spaces, some of which have turned into 
permanent spaces of welcome; creating 
befriending groups visiting those who feel 
isolated and lonely; setting up 
intergenerational links between schools, 
parishes and care homes. They also 
discussed the barriers to reaching out, 
including the difficulties in identifying 
people who need support, the challenge in 
finding people who feel they can volunteer 
and the feeling by many that there is too 
much red tape and bureaucracy; the 
challenges of transport, particularly in 
rural areas. Participants discussed the 
need to find some creative ways to 
address these challenges as our 
population changes. 
 
Caritas Diocese of Plymouth and SVP will 
reflect on the issues raised at the 
meeting, considering how we can address 
the barriers to action and encourage 
parish responses to our changing 
demographic. 
 
Please get in touch with 
caritas@prcdtr.org.uk if this topic interests 
you and you would like to find out more. 
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A packed Cathedral welcomed the new 
Bishop, along with his family and almost 
all the Clifton diocesan priests and 
Deacons, and Bishops from England and 
Wales. The choir and music were 
outstanding. 
 
Archbishop Bernard Longley, Archbishop 
of Birmingham and Metropolitan Principal 
was the Consecrating Bishop, with Bishop 
Declan (the 9th Bishop of Clifton) and 
Bishop Peter Colins, Bishop of East 
Anglia, as Co-consecrating Bishops. 
 
Also present were His Eminence Cardinal 
Vincent Nichols, Cardinal Archbishop of 
Westminster, His Eminence Cardinal 
Arthur Roche, Prefect of the Dicastery for 
Divine Worship, His Eminence Cardinal 
Lazzaro You Heung-sik, Prefect of the 
Dicastery for the Clergy, His Excellency 
Archbishop Miguel Maury Buendìa, 
Apostolic Nuncio to Great Britain. 
 
From Pope Francis: Francis, Bishop, 
Servant of the Servants of God, sends 
greetings and a Blessing to his dear son 
Bosco MacDonald of the clergy of Clifton 
diocese and hitherto appointed to the 
Bishop of Clifton as dean and 
administrator of the Cathedral church of 
Saints Peter and Paul in the city of Bristol. 
 
Blessed indeed was that Apostle who, 
proclaiming true witness to Christ the son 
of the living God, received at that moment 
his heavenly reward (cf Mt 16, 16-17). As 
We reflect today, stepping ahead joyfully, 
on so great a fatherly revelation, which is 
a support and consolation in Our task of 
guiding the universal Church, We now 
intend with fatherly concern to secure the 
welfare of the Clifton ecclesial community 
which, deprived at present following the 

resignation of Our Venerable brother 
Declan Ronan Lang, awaits its Pastor. 
 
We therefore consider that it is 
appropriate for Us to approach you, dear 
son, who, devoted as you are to pastoral 
activities, have displayed many human 
and christian gifts, by reason of which you 
seem to Us suited to this ministry. 
Accordingly, guided by the counsel of the 
Dicastery for Bishops and by the fullness 
of Our Apostolic authority, We willingly 
appoint you Bishop of Clifton, granting you 
the due rights and matching obligations 
associated with this ministry. 
 
You may commit yourself to episcopal 
Ordination outside the City of Rome, 
maintaining liturgical norms, by a catholic 
Bishop of your choice. Before your 
episcopal Ordination, nevertheless, it will 
be for you to make a profession of faith 
and swear a declaration of loyalty to Us 
and Our Successors in accordance with 
the rules of ecclesiastical law. It is Our 
will that you should inform the clergy and 
people of your diocese of this Our decree. 
We urge them with all our heart to cherish 
the diocese and accept you as custodian 
and guide. 
 
Dear son, may the Lord provide you with 
the strength to serve permanently God’s 
holy people, through the intercession of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary and of the 
apostles Peter and Paul, in faith and hope 
and in fervent charity to nourish that 
people fully. Given at the Lateran, Rome, 
on the fourteenth day of March, in the two 
thousand and twenty-fourth year of our 
Lord, the twelfth year of Our Pontificate. 
 

Francis 

New Bishop Ordained at  
Clifton Cathedral 

 

Bishop John Bosco MacDonald, known as 
Bosco, was born in Bath on 21 July 1963. 
He was baptised at the parish church of St 
Mary’s in the city. 
 
He studied at the seminary in Valladolid, 
Spain, and was ordained a priest for the 
Diocese of Clifton at St John’s in Bath on 6 
July 1991. 
 
His first appointment of his diocesan 
ministry was at the Cathedral parish as an 
assistant priest, before being made parish 
priest of St John Fisher in Wellington from 
1995-1998. He then moved to Holy Family, 
Patchway. 
 
In November 1997, Bishop-elect Bosco 
was appointed the Diocesan Coordinator 
of Chaplains for Primary, Secondary and 

Sixth Form sectors, and from 1998–2023 
was a member of the Retired Priests 
Committee. 
 
On New Year’s Day 2003, he was 
appointed Dean of Bristol North West and 
held the role for four years. 
 
His next parish appointment was to St 
Gregory the Great with St Thomas More in 
Cheltenham. During this time, in March 
2009, he was Installed as Canon of the 
Cathedral Chapter. 
 
In 2010, Bishop Bosco was appointed 
Amicus Clero for the diocese. The term 
means ‘friend of the clergy’ and the 
incumbent offers a listening ear for any 
priest with pastoral or personal concerns.
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Fr Anthony O’Gorman the parish priest of ‘Our Lady Star of the Sea’ Catholic Church in Weymouth held a blessing of pets as he did 
last year and it was a great success. 

Fr  Anthony was asked if he was the local Vicar of Dibley! 
Pictures by Esmee Nicholls

Blessing of pets 2024
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Funeral 
Services

To Advertise 

 in the Funeral 

Section  

contact  

Nick on 

01440  

730399 

nick@ 

cathcom.org

Allwood Independent 
Funeral Service 

We offer a sympathetic, caring and personal         
service to help you prepare a unique and memorable 

tribute for your loved one. 
Totnes Office  

Station Road, Totnes, TQ9 5LF 
Tel:01803 862050  

South Brent Office  
14 Station Road, South Brent, TQ10 9BE 

Tel: 01364 388220

By Fr Jeremy Corley
Scripture Focus

The first reading on the Tenth Sunday 
of the Year (9th June) speaks of the 
result of the first sin, as told in the 
Book of Genesis. This ancient story is 
the inspired author’s explanation of 
how evil and death came to exist in the 
world. 
 
According to the story, Adam and Eve 
have disobeyed God’s command by 
eating the fruit of the tree. Now they 
realise they are naked, and so they try 
to hide from God—an impossible task. 
The serpent has promised Adam and 
Eve: “You will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” In their human pride, 
they have presumed to make 
themselves like God. But they did not 
seek to become like God as a gift 
received. Instead they wished to seize 
such equality for themselves.  
 
Despite the serpent’s assurance, 
eating the fruit does not give them a 
moment of enlightenment. Instead, 
the previous harmony between Adam 
and Eve is now broken, and a blame 
game begins. Adam blames Eve, as 
well as God for having given her to 
him. Then Eve blames the serpent for 
tempting her. Adam and Eve both wish 

to evade full responsibility for their 
actions. 
 
According to the Genesis story, God 
curses the serpent: “You shall crawl on 
your belly and eat dust every day of your 
life.” Whereas other animals have legs to 
move around, the serpent will move in a 
mysterious slithering way. 
 
God adds: “I will make you enemies of 
each other, you and the woman, your 
offspring and her offspring.” This story 
explains the particular hostility between 
humans and snakes in warm climates. 
God outlines the effect of this hostility. 
Human beings descended from Eve will 
crush the serpent’s head by beating any 
snake that attacks them. However, the 
serpent will strike the heel of human 
beings, attacking them where they are 
vulnerable.  
 
When it was first written, the Genesis 
story was about God’s ancient dealings 
with human beings and animals. Readers 
had an explanation of why snakes can be 
so hostile and dangerous for human 
beings. But later interpreters saw it as 
pointing to the malicious role of the devil, 
depicted as the serpent. The Book of 

Wisdom speaks of the devil’s role in 
bringing sin and death into the world (Wis 
2:23-24).  
 
As it was interpreted by early Christians, 
the last verse of our reading was 
understood as the Protevangelium—the 
first biblical statement of the gospel (Gen 
3:15). According to the church fathers, 
Eve’s messianic descendant will defeat 
the devil: “Christ will crush your [Satan’s] 
head.” However, the devil will strike a 
mortal blow against Eve’s messianic 
offspring: “You [= Satan] will crush his 
heel”—by causing Christ’s crucifixion. 
 
When Jesus was fulfilling his public 
ministry, he encountered many people 
suffering from demons of various kinds, 
and he cured them by freeing them of 
these harmful demons. Yet some scribes 
accused Jesus of healing and exorcising 
through the power of the devil. 

 
But Jesus replied: “How can Satan cast 
out Satan? A divided kingdom will not 
survive. If Satan is divided, his reign is 
over.” Jesus uses an illustration of a 
burglary. If a strong man has property, he 
can guard it. But if someone stronger 
comes along, he can tie up the previous 

owner and take control of the 
property. 
 
Jesus is the strong one who 
overcomes evil for us. The good news 
is that if anyone has been under the 
devil’s control or influence, Christ can 
come and overcome the devil. Christ 
can take control of the person’s life, 
bringing wholeness and peace. 
 
The only unforgivable sin is 
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit—
an unwillingness to recognise and 
welcome the light of Christ. If we 
attribute Christ’s work to the devil, 
how can we receive forgiveness? But 
if we honestly confess our sins, the 
Lord is graciously willing to forgive 
us. 

 
God does not wish us to remain 
under the power of the evil one. 
Indeed, Christ suffered and died to 
save us. Instead of seeking to grasp 
equality with God, Christ was 
humbler yet, even to accepting death 
on the cross, but God raised him 
high. He seeks to raise us up, if we 
have faith in him. Let us turn to him 
for healing and life.  
 

 
 

 Overcoming Evil
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Congratulations to the Parish of Holy 
Family Southampton (Southampton 
Central Pastoral Area) which has been 
awarded a £20,000 grant by the Greendale 
Charitable Trust 
(www.greendalegroup.com/charitable-
giving) that will ensure much-needed and 
valued outreach services can continue for 
the local community. 
 
The Parish has developed a long-standing 
partnership with IntoUniversity, a national 
organisation funded by the Sutton Trust, 
to create the IntoUniversity Southampton 
Centre which operates Monday to Friday 
from the Parish Hall. This safe and 
welcoming environment in the heart of 
the community offers tailored support to 
young people that would otherwise be 
difficult to access. The wide-reaching 
IntoUniversity programmes are 
specifically designed to equip young 
people with academic and social skills 
and careers advice that enables them to 
achieve their own aspirations and life 
opportunities beyond the age of 18, 
including university. The service is run by 
graduate staff and university-educated 
volunteers. 

But the future of these services was 
threatened when the Hall’s broke down 
beyond repair, resulting in a lack of 

heating and hot water and meaning that 
IntoUniversity had no option but to close 
its doors due to its regular users seven 
times during the past winter. As well as 
threatening the future of these services, 
these problems also severely curtailed the 
hospitality and sanctuary that many in the 
Parish had come to rely on. 
 
The grant will see the installation of a new 
boiler and heating system in the Hall and 
will not only safeguard these services but 
will also help to decrease the Parish’s 
overall carbon footprint. More efficient 
and sustainable heating will also ensure 
the Parish is less vulnerable to the 
volatility of energy prices and will support 
the Parish in accessing and participating 
in the national Warm Spaces network, 
providing warmth, connection and 
companionship to those who are unable to 
heat their own homes. 
 
The lease arrangements with 
IntoUniversity provide the Parish with the 
majority of its annual income, enabling it 
to provide a weekly Toddler Group and 
separate discussion groups for men and 
women where people throughout the 
Parish come together for camaraderie 

and to share a home-cooked hot meal. 
There is no charge for these community 
services which are open to all, 
irrespective of whether they are Catholic. 
 
The Parish Hall is also let four evenings a 
week and Saturday mornings throughout 
the year for open sessions with the 
Southampton West Table-Tennis Club. The 
Club, which was set up some 24 years 
ago, has worked especially hard in recent 
years to attract and coach young people 
who might otherwise be susceptible to 
anti-social behaviour. The Club is 
especially proud of its open access policy, 
meaning that all sections of the 
community are welcome, irrespective of 
ability. 
 
Free use of the Parish Hall is also 
provided for local Caritas projects, while 
special sessions are also organised for 
the local Hong Kong Chinese community. 
A weekly Gardening Group provides 
physical exercise and mental stimulation 
for local people, many of whom do not 
have a garden themselves, tending to the 
precious communal ‘green lung’ of the 
Church’s curtilage and grounds.

Grant Success for Holy Family, Southampton

For all your advertising  
requirements please contact 

 Nick on 01440 730399 
nick@cathcom.org
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By Dr Jay Kettle-Williams

View from the Pew

VOX POPULI, VOX DEI?
GB News is a bit like Marmite, no?  People 
either love the news channel or they can’t 
stand it.  Personally it makes no difference 
to me whether people are for or against on 
this or on any other matter, as long as they 
remain reasoned, just, dignified and 
respectful in their persuasion. One of the 
channel’s presenters is the unashamedly 
Catholic and conservative The Rt Hon 
Sir  Jacob William Rees-Mogg  (pictured), 
born 24 May 1969, member of the 
Conservative Party serving as the Member 
of Parliament (MP) for  North East 
Somerset since 2010. He has adopted the 
expression Vox Populi, Vox Dei very much 
as a call sign or type of positioning 
statement. 
 
That Latin phrase, meaning ‘The voice of 
the people is the voice of God’, relates to 
a Whig tract - a tract being a short article 
expounding a religious, moral or political 
opinion in an attempt to influence people's 
attitudes - of 1709, but which lost the entire 
pithiness it has in Latin when expanded in 
1710 and in later reprints to The Judgment 
of whole Kingdoms and Nations: 
Concerning the Rights, Power, and 
Prerogative of Kings, and the Rights, 
Privileges, and Properties of the People.  
 
It’s fascinating how in a pattern akin to 
Parkinson’s Law, the number of words we 
use expands with the opportunity, time and 
ability, we have at our disposal: the Lucan 
Text of the Lord's Prayer (Lk XI 2-4) 
contains 55 words, there are some 313 
words (depending on the version) in The 
Ten Commandments (Exodus XX 2-17) but 
about 7,700 are used in Commission 
Regulation (EC) Number 557/2007 laying 
down detailed rules for implementing 
Council Regulation (EC) No 1028/2006 on 
marketing standards for eggs. I digress. 
 
 All I hear these days, when I listen for the 
voice of the people, are echoes of the 
tumultuous cry resonating down through 
the ages for the crucifixion of Jesus in 

return for the release of Barabbas. 
Barabbas had been a violent man, a 
brigand, a rebel, presumably a 
revolutionary, who had been jailed for 
sedition and murder, crimes which, under 
Roman law, were punishable by death. As 
a prisoner mentioned in all four Gospels, 
Barabbas was chosen by the baying crowd, 
over Jesus, to be released by Pontius Pilate 
in a customary pardon before the Jewish 
feast of Passover. 
 
Historically, the release of Barabbas at the 
crowd's behest, and their subsequent 
demands to crucify Jesus, have been used 
to justify anti-Semitism. 
 
Barabbas represents a faction, perhaps 
among many at the time and certainly very 
many since, set on challenging the society 
of which they might form part or otherwise 
wish to wage war against. But with war 
come casualties. 'The first casualty, when 
war comes, is truth', is the oft-quoted term 
coined during World War 1 by Hiram 
Johnson (1866-1945), a Progressive 
Republican senator in California. He died 
on 6 August 1945, the day the United States 
dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima. 

Man's inhumanity to man,’ to quote Robert 
Burns, ‘makes countless thousands 
mourn!’ Not that such negativity 
necessarily makes me feel negative.  But 
the optimism I normally feel is sorely put to 
the test by our human inhumanity working 
hand in glove with the ability to distort, 
misrepresent and condemn.  Such, we 
know, can now be the Vox Populi whether 
that be at the micro or macro level, 
continuing in just the same way as has 
been the pattern in the past. 
 
Well, folk might like to hear what people 
like us Catholics have to say.  You never 
know, they might love it. 
 
Acknowledgements and Attribution: 
Texts/References adapted and/or adopted from 
http://en.wikipedia.org under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License 
4.0: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-
sa/4.0/ 

Dr J L Kettle-Williams is an 
experienced business 

communications consultant 
and wordsmith (tutor, 

writer, translator). 



Rising Sun Nurseries, near Callington, Cornwall, 
has a complete range of garden care products, 
tools, pots, composts and accessories for all 
your gardening needs, and a wide range of 
plants, shrubs, trees, bulbs and seeds for every 
garden. We are open 7 days a week throughout 
the year. There is ample parking. Our friendly 
staff are always on hand to help you and to offer 
advice and recommendations. 

•  Bedding Plants 
•  Ceramic Pots and   
   Troughs 
•  Hanging Baskets 
•  Composts 

•  Patio and Pot Plants 
•  Summer Flowering Bulbs  
•  Bird Feeders 
•  Fruit Trees and Bushes 
•  Seed Potatoes
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Diocese publishes results of  
‘Bishop Alan Listens’  
research report

Last summer, Bishop Alan of the Diocese of 

Brentwood, in partnership with the Margaret 

Beaufort Institute, invited Catholics who no 

longer regularly come to church to get in 

touch. Bishop Alan, and our wider church, 

wanted to seriously listen to their stories and 

experiences to understand why so many 

Catholics no longer feel as though they belong 

in the Church. 

Fr Liam Hayes, Director of The Centre for 

Ecclesial Ethics at the Margaret Beaufort 

Institute, Cambridge, undertook the research 

on Bishop Alan’s behalf. He says: “Our research 

revealed that many of the 80% of baptised 

Catholics who no longer go to Church do not 

feel welcome, appreciated or even visible, for 

they experience a Church in which they 

nolonger see their face, hear their voice or 

recognise their story in too many of the 

church’s ethical teachings and its wider praxis. 

“The Covid pandemic afforded many Catholics 

the opportunity to reappraise their relationship 

with faith and Church, and when Catholics feel 

judged, unwelcome, invisible and neglected, 

they tend to leave and seek joy and hope 

elsewhere in order to make sense of the griefs 

and anxieties of their lives. 

 

 Visit www.dioceseofbrentwood.net/ to see the 

responses  in the diocese 

svp.org.uk

If you have been given the Catholic Post for free in your parish,  

PLEASE would you be able to donate £1 to your parish for it, or even £10 per year!

My faith has not 

waivered, my relationship 

with God will always be 

strong, but it is the 

judgement from the 

Diocese and the Church 

which needs to change  

to become more 

inclusive of everyone. 

 

Churches must open  

their doors to all, not  

just to those  defined 

specifically as  

‘practising’ Catholics.’

On May 4th we celebrated the feast day of St Richard Reynolds, one of the Forty Martyrs of 
England and Wales.  There was a surprise for those attending the morning Mass at Blessed 
Sacrament, Exeter after which they were invited into the St Richard Reynolds' Centre next 
door to watch the première of THE PILLAR'S TALE: a video about their special relic... 

Richard Reynolds was born around 1487, near to St 
Michael’s Church Pinhoe, Exeter. In 1510 he became a 
Fellow of Corpus Christi College in Cambridge and 
entered Syon Abbey, Isleworth on June 13 1513, 
making his first profession a year later.  
 
He was known for his angelic appearance, learned 
sermons, and was a personal friend of John Fisher 
and Thomas More. Richard refused the Oath of 
Succession and the Act of Supremacy and was 
executed at Tyburn on May 4 1535 along with three 
Carthusian priors and the vicar of Isleworth.  He was 
the last of the martyrs, watching them being hung, 
drawn and quartered.  
 
It is believed part of his body was then fixed to the 
ornate gatepost at the entrance to the grounds of the 
Abbey. The Syon community had warning of the 
Dissolution of the Monasteries in 1539 and the Sisters 
dispersed to various places. Then in 1556 some 
returned to Isleworth under the reign of Mary Tudor. 
The Abbey had been partially pulled down and this 
finial was found lying on the ground. However, in 1559 
the situation became desperate and they fled abroad 
again.  The finial or pillar was placed in a huge barrel, 
as well as another barrel believed to contain the 
statue of Saint Bridget holding an ivory cross.  
 
When the day came, before dawn they rolled the two 
barrels down to the awaiting barges to go silently 
down the River Thames and across the English 
Channel to monasteries in Flanders where Syon 
could take refuge.  
 
Three hundred years of exile followed travelling to 
Rouen then Lisbon to where young English Catholic 
‘maidens’ were sent in secret. In 1861 a group of 

Sisters sailed from Portugal to settle in the 
Augustinian convent at Spettisbury, Dorset, moving to 
Chudleigh in 1887 taking the Holy Pillar and the 
statue of Saint Bridget. In 1925 they moved on to 
Marley House near South Brent. Finally in 1990 the 
Pillar was sited in the chapel at New Syon.  
 
When the last three Sisters of Syon left in 2011, the 
Pillar was given to the Blessed Sacrament Church in 
Heavitree near where young Richard had been born. 
His Feast Day is celebrated on May 4th. Now there is 
a video to play of our last Abbess explaining the 
history. Joy Hanson. 
 
THE PILLAR'S TALE is now available 
on YouTube. To watch it, simply scan 
the QR Code on this page.

Holy Pillar of  
Saint Richard Reynolds 

Donate now at 
www.reachfoundationuk.org 
Your money goes a long way! 

Reach Foundation UK - charity no: 1171521
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Falmouth port chaplain who  
supported hundreds of seafarers 

passes away 
 

It is with great sadness that global 
maritime charity Stella Maris announces 
the death of John Pinhay, Stella Maris’ 
regional chaplain at the ports of Falmouth 
and Fowey, Cornwall for more than ten 
years, who passed away peacefully on 
Friday, 10th May. 
 
John, 77, was a ship visitor with Stella 
Maris for several years before being 
appointed port chaplain in 2013. He was a 
generous man who became a friend to the 
many seafarers he encountered during his 
ministry. 
 
Through the years, John – along with his 
loyal ship visitor, Simon Bromage, and 
John’s wife Patricia, also a former ship 
visitor herself - was a welcome presence 
on the many ships they visited, and in the 
community they served.  
 
Early on in his ministry, John realised how 
important communication, Faith materials 
and other resources are to seafarers. 
“When I go onboard a ship, I have my 
stock of “Bible Alive’s”, Sunday Missals, 
prayer cards, chocolate bars, newspapers, 
maps of the town, mobile Wifi unit, mobile 
phone SIM cards, you name it, I try and 
carry it,” he said. 
 
John, a parishioner of St Mary 
Immaculate Catholic church in Falmouth, 
helped organise numerous coffee 
mornings and Christmas gift wrapping 
sessions with Stella Maris supporters at 
the parish, raising funds and packing 
Christmas goodie bags for seafarers. 
 
Last year, John supported the crew of the 
cargo ship Mazarine, who were in 
Falmouth Harbour for many months while 
their vessel underwent repairs, having 
lost power and run aground near the Isles 
of Scilly. John and Simon provided them 
with much-needed company, friendship 
and even delicious Cornish treats, for the 
duration of their stay, spending time in 
prayer with the bosun for his family. 
 
Stella Maris CEO Tim Hill MBE said, 
“Throughout his long career in the Royal 
Navy and latterly with Stella Maris, John 

dedicated his life to supporting sailors, 
seafarers, fishers and their families. His 
commitment and self-sacrifice shone as a 
beacon of light to us all. His loss will be 
sorely felt throughout our entire Stella 
Maris family.” 
 
Deacon Nick O’Neill, Stella Maris Senior 
Area Port Chaplain for South of England 
and Wales said, “I have been in total 
admiration and awe of John’s long, 
committed and dedicated service to his 
family, the church, to Stella Maris and of 
course, to the hard-working seafarers. He 
has always been the most gentle, kind and 
compassionate man, and it has been an 
honour and privilege to have him as part 
of the team and to have had the chance to 
get to know him.” 
 
John was a lovely man with a generous 
heart, who made an enormous 
contribution to Stella Maris and to 
supporting seafarers and fishers. He will 
be greatly missed by everyone he knew 
and by all at Stella Maris. 
 
We pray for the repose of his soul and for 
his wife Patricia, his children, Sean and 
Helen, and their family at this sad time. 

Please support our  
Advertisers
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Book Reviews

For all your  
advertising  

requirements  
please contact 

 Nick on 01440 730399 
nick@cathcom.org

Stations of  
the Cross: 

 With St Alphonsus 
Liguori 

Fr Jim McManus CssR, St 
Alphonsus Liguori 

£3.95 
CTS Product Code: D799 

Please refer to this code when  
ordering over the phone 

ISBN: 9781784690724 
www.ctsbooks.org 

 
Classic devotions 
enriched by 
additional prayers, a 
brief biography and 
a reflection on the 
Way of the Cross as 
a Way of Divine 
Mercy. Elegantly 
edited by Fr Jim 
McManus. 
 
These classic reflections on Christ’s 
passion by St Alphonsus retain their 
timeless relevance. They are enriched by a 
brief biography of Alphonsus, a selection of 
prayers penned by him, and a word on the 
history and value of the Way of the Cross as 
a ‘way of divine mercy’. This edition 
contains new colour illustrations to assist 
prayerful devotion. 

Deliver Us 
 From Evil 

Bishops' Conference of  
England and Wales 

£9.95 
CTS Product Code: DO968 

Please refer to this code when 
 ordering over the phone 

ISBN: 9781784697693 
www.ctsbooks.org 

 
This attractive 
volume is a treasury 
of prayers and 
supplications from 
Holy Scripture and 
Sacred Tradition 
that can be used by 
the faithful in 
spiritual warfare 
against the powers 
of darkness, in any 
time of fear, distress or temptation. 
 
This attractive volume is a treasury of 
prayers and supplications from Holy 
Scripture and Sacred Tradition that can be 
used by the faithful in spiritual warfare 
against the powers of darkness, in any time 
of fear, distress or temptation.

Living Your  
Vocation  

(Even If You Don’t Know 
 What It Is Yet) 

Fr Nicholas Crowe, OP 
£3.95 

CTS Product Code: PA68 
Please refer to this code when  

ordering over the phone 
ISBN: 9781784697662 

www.ctsbooks.org 
 
What does God want 
you to do with your 
life? How do you 
know? Fr Nicholas 
explains how 
everyone can live a 
life that is holy and 
pleasing to God, 
even if you don’t 
know what God wants you to do. 
 
One of the biggest questions Christians ask 
is what vocation God has given to them. 
Marriage, priesthood, consecrated life, 
something else? What does God want you 
to do with your life? How do you know? How 
do you find out? What if you’ve already got 
it all wrong? 
 
Fr Nicholas Crowe, OP is on hand to rescue 
us from confusion and despair. He explains 
how everyone (including you!) can live a life 
that is holy and pleasing to God, even if you 
don’t know what God wants you to do, how 
to do it, or what’s going on at all.

Dignitas Infinita 

Dicastery for the  
Doctrine of the Faith 

£4.95 
CTS Product Code: DO974 

Please refer to this code when  
ordering over the phone 

ISBN: 9781784698171 
www.ctsbooks.org 

 
The Dicastery for 
the Doctrine of the 
Faith reiterates and 
strengthens the 
Church’s perennial 
teaching on the uni-
versal and infinite 
dignity of every 
human person, em-
phasising its origin 
in God, the loving creator who formed us in 
His own image. 
 
In this declaration, the Dicastery for the 
Doctrine of the Faith reiterates and 
strengthens the Church’s perennial teach-
ing on the universal and infinite dignity of 
every human person, emphasising its ori-

gin in God, the loving creator who formed 
us in His own image. In light of this, the 
DDF condemns the grave violations of 
human dignity that arise in today’s world 
from a number of contemporary evils in-
cluding: violence against women, abortion, 
surrogacy, euthanasia, gender theory, sex 
change operations, and digital violence.

The Road to 
 Emmaus and  

Beyond  
By Fr Denis McBride 

£9.95 
Product Code: 1815  

ISBN NO:9780852315248  
www.rpbooks.co.uk 

 
A revised, special 
edition of Emmaus – 
the gracious visit of 
God. A best-selling 
classic which has 
had 4 reprints, and 
was originally 
published by 
Dominican 
Publications. 
Following the death of Jesus in Jerusalem, 
two disappointed disciples leave the city of 
lost hopes and head away. They meet a 
mysterious stranger who helps them 
reinterpret the past in a new light, giving 
them fresh hope. For many people, the 
story of Emmaus is the most moving of the 
resurrection narratives, and Denis 
McBride’s reflections uncover the depth 
and beauty of Luke’s unique scene. The 
story gives Christians a perfect reminder of 
coming to know Jesus as Lord in the 
Eucharist. 

Stations of the  
Resurrection  

By Richard Q Greatrex 
£12.95 

Product Code: 1841  
ISBN NO:9780852315453 

www.rpbooks.co.uk 
 

Using readings, 
reflections, art and 
prayers in 
conjunction with 
suggested hymns 
and ideas for 
producing your own 
stations, Stations of 
the Resurrection 
offers a rich resource intended to refocus 
both congregations and individuals on the 
transformative joy, hope, grace and 
challenge of Eastertide. 
 
“Richard’s writing and the images he has 
chosen to accompany each station work in 
tandem to lead us through the neglected 

cycle of the Church’s year, from Easter to 
Pentecost. After the pilgrimage of Lent, 
many people might feel exhausted at the 
prospect of starting another one so soon. 
With Richard as our guide, however, this 
Easter pilgrimage is a very gradual and 
gentle journey; the pace is as leisurely as 
the insight is rewarding; it is an excursion 
of heart and mind that will surely deepen 
our faith in the risen Lord.” 
 

Denis McBride C.Ss.R. (from foreword) 

Birthing The Holy: 
Wisdom from Mary 

By Christine Valters Paintner 
£15.50 

Product Code: 11749  
ISBN NO:9781932057270 

www.rpbooks.co.uk 
 
Christine Valters 
Paintner invites you 
to better know Mary 
and her heart 
through thirty-one 
of her titles, and, 
along the way, you’ll 
nurture the new 
growth in your life. 
 
The Blessed Mother is known by many 
beautiful titles, some of which are 
familiar—Virgin, Queen of Peace, and Star 
of the Sea—and some we may not be aware 
of—Vessel of Grace, Greenest Branch, and 
Our Lady of Silence. 
 
Paintner offers a flexible format to reflect 
on Mary’s titles through a thirty-one-day 
personal retreat, a series of novenas, or 
with visio divina exercises using striking 
images by printmaker Kreg Yingst. As you 
reflect on Mary in her role as Mother of 
Good Counsel, Woman Clothed with the 
Sun, Mystical Rose, Mother of Sorrows, 
Queen of the Angels, and other titles, 
Paintner invites you to hear what God calls 
you to develop in your life, help that dream 
or vision grow, and then nourish it in the 
world. 
 
Whether you’re meeting Mary for the first 
time in these magnificent titles or revisiting 
her as a beloved companion, Birthing the 
Holy invites you to see the exploration of 
Mary and your life as a spiritual and 
creative act, one that can help deepen your 
faith even as it sparks new growth within 
you.
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TEN YEARS 
OF WORKING 
 TOGETHER

(Plenty of people are thankful for YOU)

What are you  What are you  
 thankful for? thankful for?

At Your Catholic Legacy we’ve been working together for a whole decade. Looking 
back, we’re grateful for people like you who have pledged gifts in your Wills to 
Catholic causes.

When you look back over the last 10 years of your life, what makes YOU thankful? 
Tell us what you’re grateful for.

A gift in your Will is a way to express your gratitude to God for all you’ve been given. 
It’s a way to give back, in thanks. 

Please could you consider a gift in your Will to Catholic causes today?

Visit yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk to tell us 
what you’re thankful for and find out how to 
leave a gift in your Will.

CATHOLIC LEGACY WEEK
20-26 MAYC
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Giving back, in gratitude 
What are you thankful for, in your life? 

So, today, please join us in looking back 
over the last 10 years of your life – and tell 
us what makes you thankful. 
 
We’d love to know what fills your heart with 
gratitude. We’ll publish all the messages of 
thanksgiving on our website, so you can be 
inspired by other Catholics.  
 
As well as looking back, we invite you to 
look forward too… Many people choose to 
express gratitude by leaving a gift in their 
Will to Catholic causes. It’s a way to give 
back, in thanks to God, for all we’ve been 
given. And it’s a gift of faith which will 
continue through generations. 
 
Please could you consider a gift in your Will 
to Catholic causes today? 
 
Thank you so much. Visit 
yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk to tell us what 
you’re thankful for and find out how to leave 
a gift in your Will. 

“Let them thank the Lord for his steadfast love,  
for his wonderful works to humankind.”  

Psalm 107:8 
This year marks a whole decade of more 
than 20 charities working together, through 
Your Catholic Legacy, to encourage people 
like you to remember Catholic causes in 
your Will. The milestone prompted us to 
look back, with thanks, over the last 10 
years… 
 
We remembered kind people whose legacy 
gifts have changed lives and transformed 
ministries.  We chatted about the survey 
which showed Catholics are more generous 
than most people. We recalled the time you 
‘shared your Saint’ and told us about the 
heroes of faith who inspire you. 
 
Looking back with gratitude is good for us. 
After all, Scripture says we should ‘give 
thanks in all circumstances, for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.’ (Thess 
5:18).  

Give back in  
gratitude 

Leave a gift in 
your will to a 

Catholic charity 
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2-in-1 Crossword
by Axe

C R O S S W O R D

You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the solutions are the same.  
CRYPTIC Across 
7 Landmass of alkali – silicon, iron, aluminium,  

primarily (4) 
8  7 city Paul sought, but could not see? (8) 
9 Brigand hierarchy's share supplies a 7 political  

leader... (6) 
10 ...toplaceAmericansailorswestofSaul'splacein7(6) 
11 Guy retired following return of writer's block (7) 
13 Tree tissue needs unspecified quantities of citrus  

fruit, mostly (5) 
15  Titus helped make Church here tangible without  

deception (5) 
17  Rebel top guns pulled out of housing project being  

built in 7  town (7)  
21  Apostle has cheek to back a Greek character (6) 
23  Italian town – East-South-East following French  
       department's lead? (6) 
24 Praise for Capri's evacuation of American leader to  

Rome (8) 
25 Ancient 7 country's secure wall: extra dam's  

eventually built (4) 
CRYPTIC Down 
1 Father's vessel's first-class, about to go north to fish  

(8) 
2  In need of cash for Oliver Trophy after Yacht Club p 

ulled out  (4,2) 
3 Recommendation to expose weakness after  

promotion (6) 
4 Rug's edging looks top-notch – it's an enduring fiddle  

(5) 
5 One in flight seen above quarry's very large (6) 
6 African stays after little Benjamin somehow gets free  

from Zebulun (4) 
12 7's British administration conflict is overturned (3) 

14 Record a fellow and a Welsh girl being recipient of a  
letter from Paul (8) 

16 Jewish commentary on the Torah, and thanks over  
Left's abuse being put down (6) 

18 The King's hard to follow, like Tolkien's take on some   
in Middle Earth (6) 

19 Setback: part of a clear single-mindedness of this 7  
country? (6) 

20 One of Joktan's boys at work: say hello, Rex (5) 
22 Sacred-soundingfestivalin7(4) 
QUICK Across 
7 Roman province of western Turkey, and home to 14  

for instance (4) 
8 Syrian home to Aramaeans who fought and lost to  

David (8) 
9 Mohandas Karamchand -----, leader whose  

nickname meant 'Great Soul' (6) 
10 One-timehomein7forNTcorrespondent?(6) 
11 Assembly of church canons (7) 
13 Woody tissue (5) 
15 One-time island home of the Philistines (5) 
17 First city taken by the Israelites when they entered  

the Promised Land (7) 21 Son of Herod the Great –  
the first husband of Herodias (6) 

23 City of Lombardy set between Lakes Maggiore and  
Como (6) 

24 Emperor, 41-54 AD, who forced all Jews to leave  
Rome (8) 

25 OT country east of Babylonia, capital Susa (4) 
QUICK Down 
1 One of the Twelve Tribes (8) 
2 Penurious; impecunious (4,2) 
3 Counsel;warning(6) 

4 Cremona violin-maker and music teacher to  
Stradivarius (5) 

5 Marine bird of prey: rugby player from a merged  
Welsh  regional team (6) 

6 Part of the Nguni group of languages along with  
Swazi and Xhosa (4) 

12 British rule in colonial India (3) 
14 One in receipt of a letter from Paul, written about 62  

AD while in prison in Rome (8) 16 Some Jews'  
interpretation of the Torah (6) 

18 Puckish, imp-like (alternative spelling) (6) 
19 David, 'the sweet psalmist of ------' (6) 
20 Descendant of Shem, one of Joktan's sons (5) 
22 BoisterousandcolourfulHindufestival(4)

Across: 7 Asia, 8 Damascus, 9 Gandhi, 10 Tarsus,  
11 Chapter, 13 Xylem, 15 Crete, 17 Jericho, 21 Philip,  
23 Varese, 24 Claudius, 25 Elam. Down: 1 Issachar, 2 Hard 
up, 3 Advice, 4 Amati, 5 Osprey, 6 Zulu, 12 Raj, 14 Ephesian, 
16 Talmud, 18 Elvish, 19 Israel, 20 Ophir, 22 Holi.SOLUTION 

Come to a place of

Encounter

Encounter Jesus   and be renewed, refreshed and resourced

Engage in our programme  or find your own rhythm and space

Enjoy our stunning estate  on the Devon coast with its own beach

leeabbeydevon.org.ukLynton, Devon EX35 6JJ 01598 752621

Book
today


