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Enter into your Inner Room: 
A Lenten Invitation from 

Bishop Mark
In the passage of St Matthew’s
Gospel that we hear at the
beginning of Lent, Jesus invites
us “to go into your inner room”
and in that place to carry out the
tasks of prayer, almsgiving and
fasting. It is St Ambrose, the great
Bishop of Milan, who gives us the
insight into what the Lord means by
this ‘inner room’, when he says: “Do
not imagine that this is a room in
your house made of brick and
wood, but rather that room which is

within you, and is with you at all
times.” I suppose nowadays, we
might call that room, our heart, or
the seat of our personality, the
place where our dreams, hopes,
wounds and hurts are stored up.

During Lent, Jesus invites us to visit
our inner heart regularly.  All that we
do externally in fasting, in being
good to those in need and in
deepening our prayer life, has as its
origin and goal, the reality of the

God who abides in this inner room
within us. The journey of Lent is to
make our way there and to discover
anew the Lord who has made his
home within us.

I hope that this Lent, all of us will
become increasingly aware of this
‘interior’ life, so that we can assist
others in coming to know Jesus
within their own hearts, too. I pray
that your journey to your own heart
is richly blessed and bears much

fruit in your own life, and in the
service of those around you.
Throughout Lent, let us continue to
pray for one another on this journey
‘within’.

+Mark

Annual Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Lourdes

Every year people from across
the Diocese join the Annual
Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes.
As in previous years pilgrims who
need 24 hour nursing care come
with a ‘Special Assisted Section’
joining the Society of Our Lady
Lourdes.  And, young people from
around the Diocese come together,
under the direction of Fr Anthony
O’Gorman, as the Diocesan Youth
Pilgrimage. Whilst undertaking their
own pilgrimage offer support and
help to the main group.  This
support takes many forms including
helping less able pilgrims, some of
whom are wheelchair users or just
in need of a helping hand, to get to
and from the Grotto and the other
pilgrimage events that take place in
the Domain and around the town of
Lourdes itself.  

If you would like to join this year’s
pilgrimage and make 2017 a
‘special year’ for you and for the
people you will encounter please
contact:

Main Pilgrimage: Fr Kieran Kirby,
Pilgrimage Director, Tel: 01803
294142;
Youth Pilgrimage: Fr Anthony
O’Gorman Tel: 01637 851697
email:
anthony.ogorman@prcdtr.org.uk
Special Assisted Section: Society
of Our Lady of Lourdes Tel: 0208
848 9833 

A Call to
Action (ACTA) 

2017 Programme

The local group promoting dialogue in
the church is in the process of
finalising its programme for the rest of
the year.  On 22nd April the group will be
holding a Retreat Day at Sclerder Abbey
from 10.30am to 3pm.  Regular quarterly meetings will also be popping up
around the Diocese: Saturday 20th May in Exeter, Saturday 12th August in
Plymouth and Saturday 11th November in Liskeard.  If you would be
interested in attending any of these you would be made very welcome; for
more information please contact Peter Farrell. 

The group also hopes to finalise two
events following up its days on the Year of
Mercy and “After the Synods. Joy of Love”
which took place in 2016.  This year it is
likely to be focusing on Pope Francis’
apostolic letter, ‘Misericordia et misera’,
the upcoming Synod in 2018, and also
looking at how the parish community may
be evolving over the next few years.

If you would like to receive periodic information on these or future ACTA
meetings, please contact Peter Farrell Tel: 01626 369478 Mob: 07730 439
194 e-mail: petane@outlook.com

Peter Farrell
Local Co-ordinator on behalf  of  ACTA
Promoting dialogue within the church

Formation for the New
Evangelisation

In forming adult catholics for the third
millennium, the last three Popes have
made it clear that the context is now the
New Evangelisation, a context markedly
different from the previous century and
needing new methods and new vigour to
deliver the Good News of Jesus Christ,
Son of God and Saviour, a message
‘forever ancient and forever new’. This
formation is for all adult catholics, especially
those who support parish life in its richness
and sacredness, its fellowship, prayer and
charity.   It is for parents, grandparents and
catechists, for readers and those involved in
Children’s liturgy, for anyone keen to know and
appreciate the faith of the Church more deeply
and be better equipped to defend it and pass
it on. 

The School of the Annunciation, a centre for
the New Evangelisation, is situated at
Buckfast Abbey, Devon, with satellite centres
at Ealing Abbey, Nelson in Lancashire,
Southwark and other centres being developed
around the UK.   The context of the two
Benedictine monastic communities has
prompted the development of the programme
within the Benedictine Tradition as a spiritual
home that is already nourishing the new
evangelisation by its hospitality and daily
rhythm of prayer in the liturgy of the hours. 

This programme is developed and lead by a
strong catechetical team, steeped in the
Church’s catechetical documents especially the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and many priests
will also be involved in lecturing.  

For more information about the programme please contact:
Fr Guy de Gaynesford
Rector, School of the Annunciation
Tel: 01364 645660
Email: enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com

Diocesan
Pilgrimage to
Santiago de
Compostela

2018

Organised by the Parish of the Holy Family,
Exmouth, this unique pilgrimage to Santiago
de Compostela in the spring of 2018
promises to be a wonderful event. Fr Philip
Austen, Parish Priest says: “We are delighted
that Bishop Mark will be leading the pilgrimage
in Santiago and we are hoping that there will be
representatives from parishes across the
Diocese.”
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Our Bristol port chaplain Fr Noel
Mullin was recently alerted to the
presence of an injured seafarer in
hospital in Bristol by AoS in
Plymouth. An accident had
occurred on board a general cargo
ship off Plymouth, leaving a crew
member injured.  After being brought
ashore, the seafarer was transferred
to Bristol for treatment. 

AoS Bristol was able to visit the
seafarer in hospital and offer support
before the man was discharged and
repatriated. They brought him small
gifts of fruit, cake and toothpaste and
also contact information.  He was
discharged from hospital to be taken
directly to the airport for a flight home
not long afterwards.  Well done Fr
Noel and our AoS Bristol and AoS
Plymouth teams!

Listen to a Lenten Podcast 
Our Immingham port chaplain, Fr
Colum Kelly, is presenting a series of
weekly podcasts during Lent. Each one
will carry a unique seafaring theme and are
based on the Sunday Gospels of Lent.
Listen to them by visiting:
http://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk/lenten-voyage.
Keep checking our Facebook page to find
out when they’re released.

Send a Seafarer 
a card this Easter

Martin Foley, AoS GB national
director, explains how you can get
involved in a new scheme to
support isolated seafarers at sea.
One of the hardest things seafarers
face when they go to sea is having to
cope with long periods of isolation
and loneliness.  Spending months at
sea on a ship with few colleagues to
talk to, and being in the middle of the
ocean, hundreds or thousands of
miles from land, can be a very
isolating and stressful
experience. Most of us get to see our
family and close friends regularly.

But for seafarers, with nine-month
contracts common on many ships,
this isn’t the case. They accept this
sacrifice stoically, as going to sea is
often the only way to earn enough
money to support their families, who
are often in poorer parts of the world,
such as the Philippines, India,  or
Ukraine. 

Few ships have internet access,
despite ongoing improvements, and
using a satellite phone is very
expensive.  That’s why when AoS
port chaplains go on board a ship
they always carry a supply of mobile
phone Sim cards and portable mi fi
units to provide free access to the
internet on board.

And nowadays ships go to sea with
a very small crew.  For example, the
largest British-registered ship, the
CMA GCM Kerguelen, which can
carry 17,000 containers and is the
length of four  football pitches, only
has 26 crew members. 

Rev Roger Stone, AoS port chaplain
in Southampton, said many
seafarers talk to him about feeling
lonely on long voyages: “Seafarers
work closely with the same people for
a long time, eat in the same place, sit
opposite the same person  every
meal time.”  A small crew has serious
implications for seafarers, he
explained: “The smaller the crew, the
less variety seafarers have in their
workplace.  All it takes is for one
awkward or difficult character and the
atmosphere changes for the worse.
The fact that a crew is usually made
up of seafarers from different

countries can also affect conditions
on board.  Sometimes there are
culture clashes which can lead to
isolation for seafarers.  This applies
as much to senior officers as it does
to junior seafarers.  Smaller crews
mean it’s even more difficult to go
ashore and ‘be normal’ if only for an
hour or two.”

This is why  AoS has launched a
scheme to support seafarers who are
isolated and feel lonely.  Would you,
our supporters send Mass cards or
Easter cards with  this simple
message: You are in our prayers. All
you have to do is send the card to us
at our office in London (Apostleship
of the Sea, 39 Eccleston Square,
London, SW1V 1BX.  Then, through
our Port Chaplains, we will arrange
for the card to be sent to a particular
seafarer.  We believe such a simple
gesture can go a towards making
seafarers feel they are not forgotten
and, just as importantly, give them
encouragement in doing one of the
most difficult and  important jobs in
the world.

We have so much to thank seafarers
for and a simple card can be a
source of great strength and
consolation.

Nathaniel Xavier 
AoS Digital Communications

Please also remember in your
prayers the AoS Chaplains in our
Diocese and those to whom they
minister: John Pinhay (Falmouth
and Fowey), Ann Donnelly (Plymouth
and Teignmouth) and Rev Roger
Stone (Weymouth, Poole and
Portland).  

More information about the

work of AoS can be found at
www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk

HCPT 
The Pilgrimage

Trust
The 2017 HCPT pilgrimage theme is being coordinated
by HCPT’s Westcountry Region and is “Come to the
Water”. From the beginning of the Creation story,
throughout the Bible and particularly in the Gospels, the
theme of water is very strong; it is no surprise, as water is
essential to life on Earth. There are hundreds of references
to water in the bible: water in Creation; water in the Flood;
water, or lack of it, in the desert Exodus, and the parting of
the Red Sea; the restful waters of the psalms; the waters of
baptism in the Jordan; the tempestuous waters of the Sea
of Galilee calmed by Jesus; and the ‘water of life’ revealed
to the Samaritan woman by Christ at Jacob’s well. Christ,
the ‘water of life’, the ‘living water’, is essential for our
earthly life, and the heavenly life to come.

The story of the Apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary to
St Bernadette is strongly influenced by the theme of water
and this continues to our days of Pilgrimage in Lourdes
where we will taste and feel the waters that still gush forth
from the spring revealed to Bernadette by Our Lady on 25th
February 1858. Our Lady asked Bernadette to tell people
‘to come to the water to drink and wash’.  We come to
Lourdes ‘to drink and wash’.

Great miracles of healing have been attributed to the
waters of Lourdes but the greatest miracle is for everyone
to experience – the love of God found in pilgrimage at this
holy place.  Once again in 2017 the HCPT pilgrimage offers
the opportunity to celebrate the joy of ‘the Risen Lord’ as we
come together on Easter Day; once again we have the
opportunity to encounter God through the life, prayer and
liturgies of our days in Lourdes; once again we shall
experience the love and joy of God in our fellowship in the
presence of the Lord.

The prophet Isaiah
tells us: ‘Everyone
who is thirsty, come
to the water’ (Isaiah
55:1). We come to
Lourdes in answer
to that call.  The
theme of water also
plays a huge part in
the life of the
Westcountry. Being
a peninsula, every
part of life is
connected to water.
Indeed it is life itself.

The Trust Mass which takes place on Thursday 20th April
at 9am BST will be live streamed; to join the HCPT Pilgrims
at the Mass – wherever you may be – visit:
www.hcpt.org.uk/trustmass.  And, to give you a taste of just
how wonderful the celebrations are take a look at last
year’s Trust Mass at http://www.hcpt.org.uk/ncpt-trust-
mass-2016/ 

HCPT Lourdes 
Pilgrimage Prayer –

Easter 2017
Lord Jesus,

thank you for bringing us
on pilgrimage to Lourdes.

Our Lady invites us
to ‘come to the water, to drink and to wash’.

May the water of the Grotto
and the ‘living water’ of your Word

help us to be better people.
May we love and care for each other

just as you love and care for each one of us.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Summer 
Pilgrimage to

Lourdes with HCPT
HCPT is a charity offering pilgrimage holidays to
Lourdes in the south of France, for helpers and dis-
abled and disadvantaged people from around the UK
and further afield. The trust was formed in 1956 after a
young doctor, Michael Strode, first took four disabled chil-
dren on a pilgrimage holiday to Lourdes where the Virgin
Mary appeared to a young peasant girl, Bernadette
Soubirous, on a total of eighteen occasions in 1858.
Subsequently Lourdes has become a major place of
Roman Catholic pilgrimage and miraculous healings.
Now every year, over 2,000 special needs children enjoy
the Trust’s Easter pilgrimage staying in hotels with their
volunteer helpers. Each summer over 1,500 adults, many
of whom are disabled or with health problems, enjoy a
week at HCPT’s Hosanna House, which is in a stunning
location overlooking the foothills of the beautiful Pyre-
nees, close to the village of Bartrès just outside Lourdes. 

In the Westcountry Region, which coincides with the dio-
cese of Plymouth, there are 2 Summer HCPT Lourdes
Groups known as Group 539 based in Torbay and 579 in
the South Hams.  Group 539 was founded by the late Dr
Michael Everitt in 1980 and has over a period of 37 years
taken approximately 1,500 Summer Pilgrims to Lourdes.
Next September, Liz Bettesworth, for the 7th year run-
ning, will be leading the 539 Group of about 40 on their
Annual Pilgrimage.  The members will include Fr Louis
Rieunier, as Spiritual Leader, together with a Doctor, a
nurse and an array of young (18 upwards) and not so
young Helpers and Guests.   The trip, labelled “a holiday
with Our Lady,” will be a balance of spirituality and fun.
Visits to the Grotto, attending the International Mass and
the Torchlight Processions are always favourite events as
is the Blessed Sacrament Procession.  There are other
trips too into town and the day excursion to Gavarnie high
in the Pyrenean Mountains is awe inspiring.

During the week of the pilgrimage Hosanna House be-
comes a home away from home with intimate Masses
and prayers in the lovely chapel.  The House has been
adapted for those with special needs; the accommodation
is excellent and the food delicious.  There is plenty of
time to relax and enjoy the company and the scenery.
The themed party on the final night is always great fun
with some superb fancy dress costumes on show as well
as some talented entertainers.  Anyone interested in
more information, please contact Liz or Barney

Bettesworth Tel: 01803 606807 email:
barney@bettesworths.co.uk 

Group 579 was formed at a later date in 2006 and is led
by Frances Raymond who lives near Kingsbridge.
Frances has been going to Lourdes for many years with
HCPT originally with Group 515 from Liverpool and sub-
sequently Group 539 before Group 579 was born.  Group
579 also enjoys all the customary spiritual exercises, as
well as various excursions and visits to places of interest
in and near Lourdes. The Group includes a priest, Fr. Roy
Davis, and two nurses, and will probably number about
30.  There are vacancies for Helpers and Guests for this
year’s Pilgrimage flying from Bristol on Friday 29th Sep-
tember.  If you are interested and would like more infor-
mation, please contact Frances Tel: 01548 531214 email:
franraymond24@gmail.com.

Anyone who applies to join either of these Groups will
find that they will immediately be made to feel very wel-
come and will, whether able or less able, become part of
the loving, supportive HCPT family.

Hannah Hewson
HCPT Westcountry



One of the biggest Catholic Youth Events in the UK took place on Sat-
urday March 11th, 2017 at The SSE Arena, Wembley. The Catholic
Youth Ministry hosted the Flame Congress, which is a National Catholic
Youth Event, and a group of 120 young people from our diocese attended.  

“Ten thousand reasons for loving God and for knowing that God loves us.
Ten thousand ways of serving.  We know whose hands we are in.” Cardi-
nal Bo from Myanmar led the reflections and challenges and we knew we
were somewhere special being given a special message.  We were chal-
lenged to respond particularly to our brothers and sisters who are refugees
and to be beacons of hope. 

We were proud of and moved by the very beautiful reflection given by our
own David Wells.  We enjoyed his ‘hello Plymouth!’ His reflection, called
‘Love chooses You’ can be accessed on YouTube.

Our young people came from across the Diocese, starting in Plymouth on
Saturday morning at 0500 am.  Some brave few had even started the night
before from Cornwall.  It was a real pilgrimage to Wembley Arena.

By 1100 the Plymouth contingent were in and enjoying the warm up but
where were Poole?? In the nick of time young people from Poole and Wim-
borne joined their peers from Exeter, Teignmouth, Cullompton and Ply-
mouth and the scarf waving began.  We were in the block next to Clifton
Diocese which brought back memories of World Youth Day and our lead-
ers were able to meet up with old friends.

Danni Pittam from Poole had the privilege of representing us on the stage
and carrying our Lampedusa cross.  Danni was also a world youth day pil-
grim so she has had a busy year.  For the moment, the cross has returned
to her parish in Poole.

We were delighted to be
joined for the day by
Bishop Mark who was
relieved that our new
Diocesan scarves were
so easy to wear.  We
were also lucky to in-
clude Cardinal Nichols in
our group photo
shoot....we hijacked him
from Westminster!

Our young people did us
proud in the way they
stayed and prayed, lis-
tened and sang.  Even
at midnight Jack left
Crownhill singing Bless
the Lord, O My Soul! I
am not sure what the
neighbours made of
that.

My thanks must go to the many adult helpers from parishes who encour-
aged their young people to come along and who coped with the endless pa-
perwork these trips entail.  Thanks also to the Diocesan finance department
for all their support.  Roll on 2019! 

Fiona Hutchings
Catholic Youth Ministry

Plymouth Diocese
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What an amazing weekend filled with grace and joy! Thank you to everyone who helped with organising it in any way. May
this blessing and grace be spread over our families, parishes and whole wide world!  

We were delighted to welcome Fr Paul Maddison (Pilgrimage People) Jenny Sinclair (Together for the Common Good) and David
Wheat (Director of Youth Ministry, Clifton) from outside the Diocese as guest speakers for the weekend.  They were joined by a
number of familiar faces including David Wells, Fr Jonathan Stewart and Fr Mark Skelton, for the usual blend of keynote talks and
workshops. (below and bottom). And, Redemptorist publications were on hand to offer everyone the opportunity to explore and
purchase personal and parish resources for catechesis and spiritual growth. 

Fr Paul Maddison from
Pilgrimage People
moved us greatly by
talking about the
persecution of
Christians in the Holy
Land.  He was due to
bring with him Foteh
Mickel, a Christian living
there, but Foteh was
prevented from leaving
the country because of
false allegations made
about his financial
situation.  Although
Foteh’s presence was
sorely missed, it was a
very powerful testament
to the voice which was
missing!

We were bound together
by great liturgy,
opportunities for
personal prayer and
time to socialise over
coffee or listening to our
great band in the bar
and a fabulous event
was guaranteed.  Our
weekend culminated
with Sunday Mass
concelebrated by
Bishop Mark with
Fathers Paul Maddison,
Jonathan Stewart and
Paul Cummins (top
right). 
And, the rainbow that
appeared over Torbay
during the weekend was
surely a sign of the
presence of the Lord!
(right). 
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Some thoughts from Bishop Mark on

'The Gracious Gift' weekend
"The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness..." These words are so central to Lent, and on its First
Sunday we heard them from the Gospel of Matthew. It was this line of the Gospel which was very
much in my heart and mind as I had the great joy of celebrating Mass with so many others gathered from
across the Diocese during the recent "Gracious Gift" weekend in Torquay.

It was clear to me that they were all having a joy-filled, inspiring time.  How good it is to 'step back' from
the normal rhythms to attune to a different reality in our lives.  To be led by the Spirit into the desert.  We
need these times in order to realise that it is not we, but God, who is at the centre of our life.  Along the
way, we discover so many fellow-travellers, other disciples who support and encourage us.  It is good to

be together, to share one another's faith, to be stimulated to deepen our own faith and to be challenged
by one another to 'go out' and share our faith with those who do not yet know the Lord.  

I thank God for all those who organised the weekend, and all those who participated.  May we continue
to find in such experiences the grace to live through the 'wilderness' moments of ordinary life, too, and
to know that whilst we may feel weak or tempted, that Jesus has gone before us.  Through His Cross,
he shows us the Way, and how we, in our turn, can accompany others in finding their way to Him.

+Mark

Fr Jonathan Stewart with Gather delegates

Gather 2018
Although we love you all to stay overnight, day delegate rates do include refreshments.  So please book
soon for next year as it won't be the same without you. 



The Latin Mass Society 
www.lms.org.uk 020 7404 7284

Masses in the Extraordinary Form in
Plymouth Diocese :

Buckfast Abbey, Buckfastleigh, TQ11 0EE 
Wednesdays monthly at 10.30am on: April 26th, May 17th.

St. Edward the Confessor, Home Park Avenue,
Peverell, Plymouth. PL3 4PG
Every Sunday at 11.30am.

Blessed Sacrament, Fore Street, Heavitree, Exeter. EX1 2QJ
No Mass in April – next Mass 3rd Sunday of May

St. Cyprian’s Chapel, Ugbrooke House, Chudleigh. TQ13 0AD
4th Sunday of the month at 3pm.

Lanherne Convent, St. Mawgan, Newquay,
Cornwall. TR8 4ER

Sundays and every day 7.30am inclusive.
Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Cecilia, White Cliff Mill Street,

Blandford Forum. DT11 7BN
12 noon Monday 17th April.

Our Lady, Old Mill Lane, Marnhull, Sturminster,
Newton. DT10 1JX

12 noon Thursday April 20th.
Any questions contact Maurice Quinn (LMS Rep, Devon) on either :

Email : mq018q1057@blueyonder.co.uk Mob. 0555536579

To a d ve r t i s eTo  a d v e r t i s e
P h o n eP h o n e

01440 73039901440 730399
07931 83690707931 836907
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Cornwall Deanery 
Most Holy Trinity Parish,

Newquay

Guild of St Stephen 
Enrolments

Our parish community at Most Holy Trinity witnessed and
supported the enrolment of two of our Altar Servers into
the Guild of St Stephen and the conferral of their medals,
during the weekend Masses of 18th and 19th February. Fr
Anthony O’Gorman, our Parish Priest, has encouraged our
young servers in their commitment to serving at Mass.

Our Altar Servers are pictured with Fr Anthony and Bernard
Maher MC – who has received his Silver Medal for more than
10-years as member of the Guild of St Stephen.  Our
congratulations to them all and our thanks to Fr Anthony for
his encouragement. 

Jodie Roberts
Parish Secretary

Cornish writings
The Religious Heritage of
North and East Cornwall

Author: Rev Fr David Annear

Fr David writes: “This latest slim volume of mine is rather
more general in scope than my previous efforts.  In just over
seventy pages it describes the religious landscape and her-
itage of North and East
Cornwall, from quoits and
menhirs to converted
Methodist chapels.  There
are brief background de-
scriptions of, among other
things, the Celtic Church,
the Reformation in Cornwall
and the various Christian re-
vivals which have left their
visible presence today.  The
text is illustrated with more
than a hundred photos and
drawings.

My main aim is to explain
our religious heritage to my parishioners, but anyone who
loves Cornwall will, I hope, find this little book a helpful
guide.”

Copies are £5 plus £1.50 p&p.  For more information,
please contact Alison Moore, Parish Secretary Tel: 01566
773166 email: office@stcuthbertmayne.org.uk website:
www.stcuthbertmayne.org.uk 

Wave Hub
New poetry from
Cornwall (Edited by

Alan M. Kent)
Cornwall is at the hub of the Celtic
Sea, and this collection of new po-
etry celebrates the best verse to
emerge from there in recent times.
Diverse in their identities and the
forms in which they write, all the poets represented have a
lasting relationship with the territory and its people.  Some
names will be familiar but equally a new generation of writ-
ers has been assembled alongside these more established
voices. All of them celebrate the poetic energy emerging out
of this land at the hub of the waves. The collection shows a
renewed confidence in Cornwall's literary prowess as well
as an engagement with the wider world. 

Alan M. Kent is a celebrated Cornish academic, poet, play-
wright and novelist. He is the editor of Voices from West
Barbary: An Anthology of Anglo-Cornish Poetry 1549–1928
(2000) and The Dreamt Sea: An Anthology of Anglo-Cornish
Poetry 1928–2004 (2004). His selected poems The Hope of
Place was published in 2010.

Editor: Wave Hub was first published in 2014 and, included
in the collection is a ten stanza poem by Andrew C Symons
entitled ‘Praying in the Lady Chapel, Penzance (pages 57 to
60).  A moving and thoughtful piece it will be of particular in-
terest to CSW readers in the Duchy. 

Chemin Neuf Community,
Sclerder Abbey

Since August 2014, the Chemin Neuf Community has
established itself within Sclerder Abbey which was
steeped in prayers for more than a century by Poor Clare
and Carmelite Sisters. The Chemin Neuf Community, born
in France in 1973 and founded by Father Laurent Fabre SJ,
was called to Cornwall by the former Bishop of Plymouth, the
Rt Rev Christopher Budd, Bishop Emeritus.  Chemin Neuf is
a Catholic Community composed of members from many
different walks of life including couples, singles, priests,
consecrated brothers and sisters of different Christian
denominations - Catholics, Protestants, Orthodoxes.

Nowadays, whilst respecting the vocation of this ‘Thin place’,
Chemin Neuf has undertaken improvements to the buildings
in order to welcome guests for an authentic Christian
experience of prayer and Community life.  The grounds and
gardens of the Abbey provide a peaceful atmosphere where
everybody feels safe and at home.  The simplicity and natural
way of life brings a sense of belonging to the universal family
under one God, Our Father.  Our calendar of spiritual activities
can be found on our website: http://www.chemin-neuf.org.uk/   

This year, for the first time, Chemin Neuf will welcome a
FAMILY FESTIVAL on the theme of ‘Home - Home is a place
where the heart is’ on Saturday the 19th of August from 10am
to 10pm.  This day is organised in collaboration with the
Catholic Diocese of Plymouth, The Anglican Diocese of Truro
and Churches Together Cornwall.   All of this will be possible
with the help of volunteers coming from different Churches,
who are already working together for this day.

During the day families will have the opportunity to spend time
in the grounds of the Abbey and enjoy the numerous activities
which will be available for all ages throughout the day:
Historical tour of the Abbey, Arts and Craft, Indoor and outdoor
activities, sports, a spiritual Journey for the family, etc.  In the
evening there will be a Barbecue and the day will end with a
Worship concert and a live band. Everybody will be most
welcome!

Some practical information for the Sclerder Family
Festival 19th August 2017: we are situated 1.5 miles from
Looe (PL13 2JD) or 12 miles from Liskeard.
A nominal entrance fee of £10 for adults and £20 for families
(Parents + 3 children) will give you access to the Abbey
grounds + a packed lunch.  Everybody is most welcome; even
those having financial difficulties.  Food and drinks will be
available all day, tea and coffee, cakes all day - donations
gratefully received
Evening Barbecue optional at £2.50 per person.

If you wish to come there will soon be a registration form on
our website or alternatively pick up one of the flyers in your
Church and register by post.
Free parking on the Abbey fields.

John Pierre Carosin
Chemin Neuf Community

Sclerder Abbey
Tel: 01503 272238
Mob: 07970003511

email: jphcarosin@gmail.com
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CSW Readers Special Offer
Please mention this advert to receive your
Catholic South West readers discount

LONG STAY, SINGLE TRIP and CRUISE COVER
available for holidays departing up to 31/12/2017
with NO MAXIMUM AGE LIMIT on single trip cover

PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS
Conditions Apply

     07/05/2016  10:21  Page 1

In our refurbished restaurant, with its covered outdoor 
terrace, you can enjoy tea and homemade cakes or 
choose from our tasty range of hot meals and light 

snacks produced by our chefs. 
All in the peaceful 

surroundings of the Abbey grounds.
Grange Restaurant 
and Tea Rooms, 
Buckfast Abbey,
Buckfastleigh, TQ11 0EE.
01364645504

      17:37  Page 

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

WE OFFER  

LOURDES 

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

£669ppfrom
£

27 MAY  |  6 NIGHTS  
From Exeter £779ppfrom

£

23 JULY  |  5 NIGHTS  
From Cardiff

»  Direct Flights to Tarbes - Lourdes Airport 

»  Full religious programme led by Spiritual  
    Director

»  Return airport transfers in Lourdes

»  Daily breakfast, lunch & dinner
»  Full assistance of professional guides &       
    representatives throughout  

»  Bonded & licensed for

» hotels

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & 
DINNER 

BOOK ONLINE& SAVE £10

OUR 2017 BROCHURE IS OUT NOW! 
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Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail When phoning please quote HAL101

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail. When phoning please quote CSW101

Epiphany House

Dorset Deanery

Fr Chacko Panathara CM, Parish Priest at Holy
Family parish in Bournemouth will be leading
another pilgrimage to Walsingham in 2017
from Monday 10th and Thursday 13th July.
Travel is by full sized coach with departures from
Blandford and Bournemouth and we will enjoy
half-board accommodation at Elmham
House in the village. 

Following a joyful pilgrimage from Fr Chacko's
parish in Blandford in 2016, a Dorset group of The
Walsingham Association has been set up to
support the work of the National Shrine of Our
Lady and its formal inauguration will take place on
Monday 1st May at Our Lady of Victories & St
Bernadette Church, 46 Draycott Road, Ensbury

Park, Bournemouth, BH10 5AR.   The
celebrations will begin with Mass at 6.30 pm,
followed by refreshments and discussion.  

For more information about the Holy Family
Parish Pilgrimage or the Walsingham Association
please contact Madeleine Hemsley Tel: 01258
480778.

Fr. Chacko with his 2016 
pilgrims in Walsingham

A Taste of
Walsingham

Holy Family Parish, Bournemouth 
(Christ the King, Kinson and Our Lady of Victories &

St Bernadette, Ensbury Park) 

Come with us
to Walsingham

in 2017

The Slipper Chapel was built in the mid-14th
century, and dedicated to Saint Catherine of
Alexandria, this chapel served pilgrims on their
way to England’s Nazareth. Saint Catherine was
the patron saint of pilgrims to the Holy Land and
her knights kept open the road to Nazareth during
the Crusades.  Her tomb lies in the Monastery on
Mount Sinai, within the Basilica of the
Annunciation. Just as on Mount Sinai, Moses took
off his shoes because he was on holy ground, so
the pilgrims to England’s Holy Land used to
remove their shoes and walk the Holy Mile into
Walsingham. 

On the outskirts of Truro, Epiphany House
was formerly the Bishop’s Palace and home
of the Sisters of the Community of the
Epiphany. Events at Epiphany House in March
include:

Saturday 11th March: A reflective service of
Taizé chants and poetry readings with a Lenten
theme. 7pm in the chapel at Epiphany House,
Truro, TR1 3DR. No need to book.

Friday 17th March 4pm to Sunday 19th March
4pm, led by Rev Bryan West and Janette
Mullett: Individually Guided Retreat Weekend
Come as you are and set aside time to meet
God, led by an experienced prayer guide.  An
IGR offers the opportunity to take time away from
the rush of everyday life, to pause and reflect.
You will meet daily with an experienced prayer
guide, and apart from these meetings and the

daily service the retreat will be in silence with
opportunities for your individual reflection, times
of prayer and walking or other relaxation. 

For more information about charges and how to
book contact Lizzie Pridmore Tel: 01872 272249
email: info@epiphanyhouse.co.uk 

Plymouth Deanery
Plymouth Circle news

Plymouth Circle
members and their
wives had a great
evening at their
annual ‘Pub Quiz’.
The questions set by
Plymouth President
Jim Murphy, were
challenging and the
results very close with
a narrow victory for the
team of Maria Modley, Paddy O'Neill, Bob Butler
and Meryl Rose.

John Luscombe
Plymouth Catenians

Torbay Deanery
All Saints Parish,

Teignmouth
(Our Lady & St Patrick,

Teignmouth, St Agatha, Dawlish
and St Ignatius of Loyola,

Shaldon)

Congratulations!

Our Lady & St Patrick’s Roman Catholic
Primary School (OLSP) in Teignmouth has
been rated ‘good’ in all areas following a
recent Ofsted inspection. The inspection,
which was carried out on 7th and 8th February
2017, found that teaching, learning and
assessment in the school is good with pupils
making good progress overall in English and
Mathematics.

Inspectors praised the school leadership team
stating that the headteacher, senior leaders
and governors have a clear view of the school’s
strengths and areas for development.  This
latest Ofsted report states: “In the early years,
leadership ‘is good and teachers have high
expectations and a thorough knowledge of
each child’s individual needs and interests, as
a result, children make good progress.”

The report also highlights how the school’s
religious education promotes cultural
understanding as pupils learn about different
faiths and the importance of respect for others.
The inspectors assert that this has an excellent
impact on pupils’ welfare and well-being.

Pupils spoke to inspectors about their
enjoyment when working towards goals and
challenges in their learning and the report says
this means the children at the school are keen
and motivated to do well.

Parents are quoted in the report as saying: “My
children are happy and thriving and I wouldn’t
have them at any other school.”

Headteacher Sarah Barreto says: “We are now
officially a good school. Our thanks go to all
parents, carers, staff, pupils, governors and
parishioners who have helped make this
happen. We are so grateful, as always, for this
kind support and are delighted all the hard work
has been recognised and named in this report.
All at OLSP truly believe our school can now
build on the areas for improvement within this
report, move from strength to strength; Living,
Loving and Learning Together in God's Way.”

Chair of the governors Pat Anzani adds: “I am
delighted that the hard work, dedication and
care shown by all who are involved in the life of
the school is recognised in the report. We will
continue to grow as a community, building on
the strengths, continually improving and
providing children with an education within a
Christian learning environment.”

This is the first Ofsted inspection of Our Lady &
St Patrick’s RC Primary School since it became
part of the Plymouth Catholic Anglican Schools
Trust (CAST) and became an academy on 1st
April 2014.  When OLSP was previously
inspected, before becoming an academy, it
was judged to be inadequate overall.PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Retreats and events in Cornwall 
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Spring Family 
Fun Day and  
Dog Show  

A GREAT DAY OUT 

01395 578222   Sidmouth, Devon, SatNav EX10 0NU 
www.thedonkeysanctuary.org.uk/visit-us
A charity registered with the Charity Commission for England and Wales No. 264818

NEW RESTAURANT OPENING SOON

14 MAY  

10am - 4pm

EDGCUMBE COURT

Village social and  
leisure facilities include:

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

In our view, seaside retirement  
doesn’t come much better

EDGCUMBE COURT

R
E

MAINI N G

Located in Stonehouse, Plymouth, Edgcumbe Court 
offers retirement living by the sea. There is a choice 
of beautifully appointed one and two-bedroom 
assisted living apartments many with fine views.
A daily Mass is celebrated in the Chapel,  
which is always open for quiet reflection.  
Spiritual support is provided by a visiting  
priest and resident Sisters. 

 Available support services include handyman, 
domestic cleaning, laundry, 24hr emergency 
response and personal care.
A popular Trial in style scheme is also offered in our 
new dedicated apartment.
Prices start from £181,750

       

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE NAZARETH CARE CHARITABLE TRUST

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

   

 
 

Telephone: 01752 229534   

News from around the diocese ...

Celebrating World Book Day
Torbay Deanery
I am and have always been passionate about
helping children to develop a love for reading.
I believe that a love of reading is a stepping stone
to becoming an enthusiastic learner and a
confident reader, writer and speaker.  With
confidence and enthusiasm, children can enjoy a
wonderful world of learning and exploration. 

Sitting down with a book provides children with a
time for quiet and calmness in their busy lives and
can stimulate their imagination and play. Activities
such as preparing Storyboxes can provoke
curiosity and discussion while reading the books
alongside provides inspiration, thought and
reflection. 

Reading a variety of books exposes children to a
wide range of language features and vocabulary
and the books and stories fill a child’s mind with
knowledge.  We work hard to keep a strong
relationship with Teignmouth Library as it is such
an important part of our local community for
parents and children.  We are so grateful to our
staff and parents in supporting events like World
Book Day where we can promote such wonderful
opportunities for learning.  The quality of the
entries for the Storybox competition was
incredible and all the judges were delighted to see
so many amazing entries. Well done to all
concerned.  A highlight of our year so far. 

Mrs Sarah Barreto
Headteacher

Ash Wednesday at
Our Lady & St Patrick’s

Rev Anthony Carey, our Parish
Deacon, visited OLSP on Ash
Wednesday; he is pictured
administering ashes to our
Foundation Stage pupils. Anthony
also visited liturgies in all of key stage 2
which is years 3, 4, 5 and 6. 

Mrs Sarah Barreto
Headteacher

South Hams Catenians: Circle 368
Province 13, which
includes Devon,
Cornwall and part of
Somerset held their
Provincial weekend at
the Marsham Court
Hotel, Bournemouth
from the 24th to the 26th
February 2017.  South
Hams Catenians joined
the weekend which was
attended by a total of
forty-one Catenians and
their wives.  We all
enjoyed a comfortable
Hotel, excellent food,
caring staff and most of
all the friendship and
fellowship in a true
Catenian manner.  Our thanks go to Mike and
Barbara Fake for their excellent arrangements.

On Friday evening we had an informal dinner
followed by entertainment.  A formal dinner was
held on Saturday, where we were welcomed by
Brother Director Peter Holman. This was followed

by a most enjoyable evening of dancing.  On
Sunday morning we attended Mass at the Sacred
Heart Church in Bournemouth where we received
a very warm welcome.  We all left after Sunday
lunch revived and inspired by our ‘weekend
away’.

Trevor Davies

John Luscombe, Jim Murphy, Wendy Davies, Paul Robinson,
Madeleine Lester, Kathy Butler

Mary Holman, Peter Holman,(Director) Kathy Butler, Bob Butler (Past Grand President), Peter
Frost (Provincial President), Margaret Frost, Graham Johnson, Moira Johnson.

Our lovely Father Er
ic

listening to our Foun
dation

Stage readers



The Diocesan
Evangelisation Team
are organising a
weekend retreat of
inspiration and prayer
for Mission at Buckfast
Abbey.  Hosted by the
Brothers of the
Franciscan of Renewal,
‘Run to the Son’ will be
held over the weekend
of 23rd to 25th June.  Fr
Jon Bielawski said: “I
am delighted that
Brother John Bosco has
agreed to lead the input
on the weekend as he is
completely given to
mission and his energy
and passion for
evangelisation is truly
inspiring.” He continued:
“The weekend will
culminate in an all-night
vigil of prayer from
sunset to sunrise in the
Blessed Sacrament
chapel, during which
there will be a
procession of the
Blessed Sacrament
through the woodlands
of the Abbey grounds
and benediction in the
especially erected
marquee.  People will
be able to share the
experience of watching
the iconic stained glass
window of Jesus at the
last supper come alive
as the dawn breaks and the sun begins to rise.
Bishop Mark will conclude the weekend with a
dawn Mass on Sunday morning.  We hope that
everyone with a heart for mission from across our
diocese and beyond will come together at this
event and through prayer and fellowship, enkindle
in each other a fire and zeal that will inspire them
to step out confidently in Jesus’ name.”

More information and booking details for ‘Run to

the Son’ are available on the website:
https://www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son.  The
event will be advertised nationwide and numbers
are limited so please book early.  

If you would like to discuss evangelisation in the
diocese or in your own parish please contact Fr
Jon Tel: 01752 701660 email:
Jonathan.bielawski@prcdtr.org.uk or Michele mob:
07940453607 Michele.thompson@prcdtr.org.uk

Situated in St Marychurch Village
A converted Dominican Convent set in two acres of

award winning gardens

• Residential & Day Care - Respite & Short Stay
• Single en-suite bedrooms complete with -

• TV point, telephone & Aid Call System
• 24 hour care by fully trained staff

• Two passenger lifts & stair lift
• Domiciliary Services & Social Activities 

For information Guide & additional information
Contact: The Manager: Mrs Clare Cronin

Margaret Clitherow House
Priory Road, St Marychurch, Torquay TQ1 4NY

Tel: 01803 326056 Fax: 01803 315066
Email: mcha0@tiscali.co.uk   Website: www.margaretclitherowhouse.co.uk

         

St. Rita’s Retreat & 
Conference Centre, 

Honiton, Devon EX14 1AP
Tel: 01404 42601/42635

Email: stritas@btinternet.com
Web Site: stritascentre.org.uk

For your parish/school retreat our
Retreat Centre is a place to be at
peace with God and with yourself.

Please telephone or email us to
discuss your requirements.

$ $ $ $ $
$ $ $ $ $

$ $ $
' '

$ $ $
$

$ $ $ $ $
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $

$ $ $ $ $ $
$ $ '
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Wishing you all a Holy and Happy Easter
Everyone is welcome here, no matter who you are,

or where you are on your faith journey

Catholic Church of The Most Precious Blood
Radway, Sidmouth, EX10 8TW

01395 513340

Easter Services will be celebrated on:
Palm Sunday Vigil Mass - Saturday 5.30pm

Sunday Mass - 10.30am Process from St Teresa’s Hall
Maundy Thursday Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7pm

Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion - 3pm
Easter Vigil Saturday - 9pm

Easter Sunday Mass - 10.30am
Details of all other services can be found at

www.churchofthemostpreciousbloodsidmouth.co.uk

Holy Week and Easter Triduum 2017
St Cuthbert Mayne Parish, Launceston

Mayne Close, PL15 8XQ tel: 01566 773166
13th April: 7pm: Maundy Thursday

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper and Watching at the 
Altar of Repose

14th April: 3pm: Good Friday
Solemn Celebration of the Lord’s Passion.  

Confessions available before and after.
15th April: 8.30pm: Easter Vigil

16th April: 8.00am: Easter Sunday Mass at 
Our Lady of Victories, Callington

10.00am: Easter Sunday Mass at Launceston 
and St Peter’s, Bude

There will be no evening Mass today
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TO THE SON
The Guild of Our Lady and Saint Joseph

RUN TO THE SUN

The Guild of Our Lady and Saint
Joseph is open to all interested in
fellowship and formation in the
fullness of the faith of the Holy
Catholic Church.  Our overarching
mission is to pray for and support
the work of the School of the
Annunciation at Buckfast Abbey.
With members living across the UK
and beyond, the Guild has a
monthly newsletter and an active
Facebook group to announce
upcoming events and/or articles of
interest on the new evangelisation. 

From time to time, the Guild holds
‘Guild days’ to bring together like-
minded individuals for prayer and
fellowship.  Noted speakers have
included Sherry Weddell, Bishop
Philip Egan, Father Alexander
Sherbrooke and Dr Caroline Farey
amongst others.  While Guild days
have taken place in London and
York, the Guild Executive
Committee would be happy to host
one in Devon! Please register your
interest!

Membership in the Guild (£20 per
annum) offers special access to
lectures and Sacred Art studies on
the SotA website.  The Guild has
also organised a discounted
subscription rate to the
Catechetical Review, an excellent
resource for catechists and all
those working in the church today. 

For more information:
email
guildofourladyandstjoseph@gmail.
com

New fees
announced

at
Leweston

Leweston is committed to offering a high
quality affordable education to as many
local families as possible. Following the
success of the fee restructure in the Junior
Department, the school has now reviewed its
Senior School fee structure and is delighted to
announce competitive fees across both day and
boarding from September 2017.

Across the whole Senior School and Sixth Form
(Years 7 to 13), the new fee for day pupils will
be £4,950 with effect from September so17.

Kate Reynolds, Head of Leweston commented:
“So many parents have to make a choice about
when, if at all, to invest in their child’s education,
which is why I’m delighted that the new fee
structure will mean that the exceptional
education we offer is accessible to more local
families; from their child’s first days with us in
the Junior department, right through to the end
of their exam years in the Senior School and
Sixth Form.  There couldn’t be a better time to
join us as we celebrate our outstanding
academic achievements with 52% A* and A
Grades awarded at A Level.”

To find out more please do arrange for a visit by
contacting our Admissions Team Tel: 01963
210783 email:
admissions@leweston.dorset.sch.uk  



I’m often surprised by the ways in which children interpret what we say to them, often
taking things quite literally.  To give a quick example: on a rural Welsh farmhouse hol-
iday many years ago, I happened to mention to my four-year-old son that the cows
in the fields adjoining the farmhouse, would get soaked in the torrential rain we were
experiencing, (sounds familiar?) To my great amusement, he appeared five minutes
later with a bath towel “...to dry the poor cows with,” he said.

PURE FANTASY

And we rarely hesitate in passing on some child-friendly folklore to our offspring ei-
ther.  The most obvious of these is, of course, the tradition of Santa Claus.  While
‘Santa’ derived from Saint Nicholas, a fourth century Greek bishop, the notion of
bringing gifts to every child in the world – provided they have been ‘good’ through-
out the year – remains pure fantasy. And we don’t just stop there.  There’s also the
Tooth Fairy – a mythical creature who replaces lost baby teeth with a small payment.
And finally the Easter Bunny – a folklore figure who provides children with Easter
Eggs, depending upon how well behaved they have been at the beginning of East-
ertide!  In fact, one of my young nephews was so enraptured by the Easter Bunny
that his enthusiasm knew no bounds.  Having been promised by his parents that this
generous creature would impart gifts of yummy chocolate eggs the next day, he crept
downstairs after his parents were tucked up in bed and left a dish of carrots by the
front door as a token if his appreciation!

SALVATION

Of course, a little fantasy in our often dark world can be enlivening and humorous.
However, as we approach Easter this year, we know that there is a far more impor-
tant person and event to be both recalled and conveyed to our children – and to our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Jesus died on the Cross to atone for our sins and con-
tinues to be with each and every one of us until the end of time. Christ’s resurrection
from the dead banished death for ever, giving mankind hope for the future in life ever-
lasting. In short, Christ is our salvation.

THE SWEETNESS OF CHRIST

Both Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny offer gifts on the condition that children have
been ‘good’ and both remain fictitious. Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the other hand,
loves each one of us unconditionally, awards us our own God-given gifts and wel-
comes us with open arms even when, as fallible humans, we find it hard to be ‘good’.
Unlike such fictional characters, documentary evidence provides veracity for the his-
torical Jesus. Yet more importantly, our hearts and souls clearly reveal God’s eter-
nal presence to us, as we instinctively yearn to become ever closer to him.
Easter is a wonderful time of the year for adults and children alike. May your children
celebrate with chocolate eggs and the sweetness of Christ. One is a ‘quick fix’ – the
other will last forever.        

Julia Beacroft is a popular and experienced speaker and workshop leader.  She
will be happy to give a talk to your group or society.  Please visit
www.sanciobooks.com for more information. 
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Annual Novena in
honour of 

St. Rita of Cascia
Patron of the 
Helpless 

The Novena begins on 14th May and finishes with Mass at 12 noon followed by the 
Blessing of the roses on her feast day 22nd May.

Mass will be celebrated by Rt. Rev. Mark O’Toole, Bishop of Plymouth
at St. Rita’s Centre, Honiton, Devon

Follow the Mass on YouTube from 12 noon.

After the feast day, blessed rose petals will be sent out to those who request them.

To join in the Novena please write to: St Rita’s Promotions, St Rita’s Retreat & Conference Centre,
Ottery Moor Lane, Honiton, Devon EX14 1AP

For more information: Tel: 01404 42635. Email: stritas@btinternet.com.
Visit our Web Site and see our video: www.stritascentre.org.uk
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Folklore Egg-stravaganza! ... 
by Julia Beacroft
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CORNWALL DEANERY
Second Tuesdays from 2pm to 4pm, Justice and Peace/Poverty Meeting
followed by prayers for persecuted Christians: St Mary’s Church Hall, Killigrew
Road, Falmouth.   
Wednesdays, 10.30am to 1pm, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Church of
St Mary Immaculate, Falmouth.
Wednesdays & Fridays Exposition of Blessed Sacrament, after Mass until
11am: St Paul the Apostle, Bossiney Road, Tintagel
Saturdays, after the 10am Mass, Rosary: St Cuthbert Mayne Church, Launceston;
all are warmly invited to join a small group of parishioners and pray the Rosary. 
Saturdays at 11am, Legion of Mary: St Paul’s Social Centre, Tintagel.
Third Saturdays from 1.30pm to 4pm, Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom, Penzance group: CHYMORGEN, Botallack, St. Just, TR19 
For more information Tel: 01736/788438 email: brigittemorrigan@talktalk.net 

PLYMOUTH DEANERY
Second Monday evening of each month from 6.30pm to 8.30pm, Knights
of St Columba: Cathedral Centre.
Tuesday afternoons from 1.30pm to 3.30pm, Union of Catholic Mothers:
Cathedral Centre.
Second Tuesday of each month, Patricians - Legion of Mary discussion
group: Cathedral Centre; for more information please contact Raad Binham
Tel: 07816 542 349.
Thursday mornings at 10.30am (coffee from 10am) Bible Study Group:
Cathedral Centre.
Thursday evenings from 6pm to 8.30pm, Legion of Mary: Cathedral Centre.
Normally First Friday evening of each month after the 7pm Mass – St
Padre Pio Prayer Group: Cathedral; for more information contact Rev.
Deacon Tony Irwin 
Tel: 01548 853413.
Second Saturday morning of each month, 11am to 12noon – SPUC Anti-
Abortion Prayers, Derriford: For more information contact Christine Hudson
Tel: 01752 224018
Second Sunday of each month, Sunday Lunch Club, Efford: for individuals,
couples or families who would like to come; to book please contact Deacon
Simon Fletcher or Suzanne Tel: 01752 667433.
Sunday evenings, after the 6pm Mass – CREDO: A forum for young adults
wanting to deepen their faith and spiritual life in the Catholic Church through
prayer, discussion and community.  CREDO meets in Cathedral Centre.

DORSET DEANERY 
Monday evenings at 8pm, Bournemouth Hebrew Congregation Adult
Education: Murray Muscat Centre, Glen Fern Road, Bournemouth.
Admission free and all are welcome. For details of the topic for each session
please contact Spencer Nathan email: spencer.nathan@lineone.net
Tuesday evenings at 7.30pm, Inspire 20s to 40s Church Friends Group
and Home Group: St Mary’s Church, Poole after the 7pm Mass.
First weekend of every month, after weekend Masses, Prayer Ministry for
healing or any other need: Our Lady Star of the Sea, Weymouth.  For more
information contact Mike Newbery email: miknewb@btinternet.com
First Thursday of each month from 10.45am to 11.45am, St Swithun’s
Church Hall, Allington, Dorset: St Swithun’s Church Community welcome
members of all churches to join their monthly community coffee mornings

TORBAY DEANERY
First Sunday of every month, 4pm, Torbay Hospital Chapel: Mass celebrated by
Fr Kieran Kirby, Hospital Chaplain.  All are welcome to join Fr Kieran and members of
the Chaplaincy Team to pray for all patients and staff in the hospital
Third Monday evening of every month (except August), 7.15pm, South Hams
Catenians: Thurlestone Golf Club.  Please note new venue.  Wednesday mornings,
9.40am, Our Lady Help of Christians & St Denis, St Marychurch: All are welcome
to join parishioner before the 10am morning Mass to pray the rosary for vocations to
the Priesthood and the Religious Life.
Wednesday evenings from 6pm, Holy Angels, Chelston, Torquay: Adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament with Vespers at 6.30pm and Benediction at 6.50pm.
Sunday evenings, 6pm, Church of the Assumption of Our Lady, Abbey Road,
Torquay: Polish Mass with Confessions from 5.30pm.

EXETER DEANERY
Monday mornings, 10am to 12noon, Richard Reynolds Centre:  Toddler Group, all
welcome.
Monday evenings at 7.30pm, Meditation Group: Richard Reynolds Centre, Heavit-
ree Road, Exeter.  
Tuesday evenings from 8pm to 9pm, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Mount
St Mary Convent, Wonford Road.  
Second and fourth Thursday evening of each month from 7.30pm to 9pm, a
Joint Parish Prayer Group for both Exeter parishes: Richard Reynolds Centre,
Heavitree Road, Exeter.  For more information please ring Chris and Sue Lee on
01392 432929.
Third Saturday afternoon of each month, 4.30pm, Kerala Community Mass:
Blessed Sacrament Church, Heavitree, Exeter.RE
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MARRIAGE CARE SOUTH WEST (MCSW)
MCSW one-day ‘Preparing Together’ courses will be held in Plymouth from 09:30 to 16:30 on the following dates:

• Saturday 11th March
• Saturday 8th July 
• Saturday 18th November

MCSW also offers FOCCUS, a guided questionnaire-based exploration and essential relationship know-how for individual couple
with a trained facilitator.  For more information about venues and to book a place on one of the ‘Preparing Together’ courses please
contact. mcsw.admin@marriagecare.org 

For all other enquiries about MCSW please contact Sue Burridge, head of MCSW centre Tel: 01395 272799 Mob: 07875 161 595
email: sue@marriagecare.org.uk. 

Marriage Preparation Facilitators needed
170209 Resources page March 2017 IMG001 or PDF001 (whichever best)

Marriage Care is a faith-based organisation which draws on its Catholic Christians tradition and contemporary research to help cou-
ples in both good times and bad.  We provide marriage preparation and relationship counselling and are looking for volunteer facilita-
tors to join our friendly local team.  Marriage Preparation Course Facilitators present and facilitate preparation days for small groups
of engaged couples, training for the role is provided.  

MARRIAGE HELP 
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) has helped tens of thousands of couples at all stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage.  This programme can help you too. There
is no group therapy or group work.  For confidential information about Retrouvaille or to register for the next programme visit www.retrouville.org.uk.
NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING SOUTH WEST (NFPSW)

NFPSW offers a service to those Catholics wishing to conceive, space or limit their
fertility.  We teach the Billings Ovulation Method (www.billingslife.org). This method is
morally acceptable to the Catholic Church and is fully in accord with the Church's de-
finitive document on birth regulation: 'Humanae Vitae'. Women are taught to monitor
their own individual fertility in whatever situation of their fertile life and apply the rules
correspondingly.  For further information contact Christine email: chrishud78@talk-
talk.net" 

PILGRIMAGES

Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage Saturday 27th May to Friday 2nd June: for full details
and who to contact to book a place please see Diocesan News on page (tbc) of this
edition of CSW.

Padre Pio Prayer Group Pilgrimage to Fatima, Friday 22nd to Thursday 28th Septem-
ber: Valerie Williams will be leading the pilgrimage with support from 5 Padre Pio
Prayer Group Leaders.  Spiritual Director will be Monsignor Bart Nannery assisted by
Canon David Annear, both of whom are spiritual directors of St Pio of Pietrelcina
Prayer Groups in the Diocese.  The cost of the pilgrimage will be £599.38 (full-board)
flying Birmingham with Monarch airlines.  If you would like to join the pilgrimage
please contact Valerie Williams Tel: 01579 384024 email:
williamsvalerie897@gmail.com    

RETREATS 

Silent and individually guided retreats by members of the Plymouth Diocesan
Ignatian Spirituality Team: offering each person the opportunity for space, SILENCE
and prayer with a spiritual companion to help you pray and reflect.  Details for all
2017 Retreats shown below. 170209 Resources page March 2017 IMG002 (to follow)
For more information please contact post: The Presbytery, 19 Fosse Road, Kings-
bridge, TQ7 1NG Tel: 01548 852670 email: mjbutler@yahoo.com or
adriantoffolo@yahoo.co.uk. 

Have you visited Sclerder Abbey yet?
Nestling above the sea between Looe and Polperro is the beautiful Sclerder Abbey.
Until recently, the Abbey was home to Carmelite sisters and is steeped in prayer over
many years. Today, this mantle has been taken up by the Chemin Neuf community,

founded in France in 1973. It is an apostolic Catholic community with an ecumenical
vocation. Its members are celibates, singles or married couples, lay and ordained,
united by their faith in Jesus Christ and their desire to serve the Church, the Gospel
and the world.

Chemin Neuf Community, Sclerder Abbey, Looe, Cornwall: Formed in 1973 and
established internationally in 27 countries the Chemin Neuf Community specialises in
Marriage & Family days, youth work and evangelisation.  For more information about
events at Sclerder Tel: 01503 272238 or visit the website www.chemin-neuf.org.uk/an-
nuaire/united-kingdom/sclerder-abbey. 

One of the ideas coming out of the Chemin-Neuf Chapter in 2016 was to encourage
all abbeys to be inspired by the monastic wisdom ‘Ora et Labora’.  To utilise all the
gifts and land we have received, in many different ways we are involved in organic
farming and agriculture, maintenance work and the development of sustainable en-
ergy projects.

Chemin Neuf love to welcome people from the Diocese either for private or group re-
treats, conferences, meetings – residential or non-residential. They also regularly or-
ganise and host events through the year; here are details of some of the retreats
planned for 2017: 

Quiet Days: a day long guided retreat, including spiritual input, personal prayer and
common prayer 

• Wednesday 29th March
• Wednesday 10th May

Spiritual Exercises of St Ignatius: seven days of guided retreat, to come to know
Christ more intimately through His Word in order to love him, to serve better in our
everyday like and to recognise God’s call.
• Saturday 4th to Saturday 11th March

Inner Healing Retreat: four days in silence on healing and reconciliation, an opportu-
nity to review our life’s story in the light of the Lord 
• Tuesday 18th to Saturday 22nd April 
• Sunday 28th May to Thursday 1st June

For more information please contact: Sclerder Abbey, Sclerder Lane, Looe, Cornwall,
PL13 2JD Tel: 01503 272 238 email: sclerder@chemin-neuf.org
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Rising Sun Nurseries, near Callington, Cornwall, has a complete range of
garden care products, tools, pots, composts and accessories for all your
gardening needs, and a wide range of plants, shrubs, trees, bulbs and
seeds for every garden.  We are open 7 days a week throughout the year.
There is ample parking and our coffee shop serves snacks, cakes, teas
and ices. Our friendly staff are always on hand to help you and to offer
advice and recommendations.
• Bedding Plants
• Hanging Baskets 
• Patio and Pot Plants 
• Bird Feeders 
• Annual Seeds 

• Ceramic Pots and Troughs 
• Composts
• Gifts
• Cut Flowers and Bouquets 
• Christmas Trees

Rising Sun Nurseries, Harrowbarrow, 
Callington, Cornwall PL17 8JD
01579 351231
Website: www.risingsunnurseries.co.uk

HTA National Garden Gift Vouchers
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A new Catholic Institute of Higher Education 
at Buckfast Abbey 2017 courses!   
Diploma in the New Evangelisation 
Introductory weekend: 28th September - 1st October 2017 
2 year, on-line programme with personal tutors

4-day Summer Schools
Sacred Beauty and Catholic Culture 27th – 30th July 
Spiritual Theology    17th – 20th August
Discover the Old Testament  24th – 27th August
And More…….

School of the Annunciation
Centre for the New Evangelisation

www.schooloftheannunciation.com
Telephone: 01364 645660
enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com   
     School of the Annunciation
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Sending you our 
Best Wishes 

For A 
Holy Easter 

If you are interested in and want to know
more about the Legion of Mary, please

come along to one of our weekly
meetings on 

Thursdays 6pm at the 
Cathedral Centre 
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HAPPY AND HOLY
EASTER
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SPUC Branches in 
Plymouth Diocese send
best wishes to reader of
CATHOLIC SOUTH
WEST for a HAPPY
and HOLY EASTER 
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What inspires
your Catholic

legacy? 
As Catholics, our faith is at the centre of our
lives and supporting Catholic causes is an
important way of living out our faith. The Your
Catholic Legacy group is asking supporters to
share their stories as to why leaving a gift in a Will
is inspired by their faith and life. 

Mike and Mary from Minehead explain that for
them, leaving a gift in their Will is the way they are
living out the Catholic principles by which they live: 
“We have always tried to live out the Catholic faith,
which has had a huge impact on our lives. We
have always thought; ‘Do unto others as you would
have done unto yourself’ – that must be a guiding
principle. So leaving a legacy to Apostleship of the
Sea, who we respect, seemed right.” 

For Pat from London, leaving a legacy is about
putting his faith into action by supporting a cause
that has influenced his life: “For me leaving a gift in
my Will was very obvious; it is putting my faith into
action. Through being involved with HCPT, my faith
has taken on a different meaning, and I am pleased
to be able to do something to help through leaving
a legacy to them.” 

For Luisa, it was the birth of her son that made her
and her partner consider their Will and a gift to a

charity: “Being a Christian has shaped my life; it’s
who I am. That’s why leaving a gift in my will to
CAFOD seems the right thing to do. It simply
makes sense to me.” 

Your Catholic Legacy is asking Catholics to share
their story about what inspires their Catholic
legacy.  Every Catholic will have their own stories,
personal to their faith and life.  The consortium of
27 Catholic organisations would really like to hear
these stories.  Anyone wishing to share their story
of what has inspired their legacy can do so by
visiting www.yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk or
contacting Hannah Tel: 020 7095 5370. 

As a quote often attributed to Mother Teresa
reminds us: “I alone cannot change the world, but
I can cast a stone across the waters to create
many ripples.” 

Will you help change the world and celebrate your
faith through a legacy gift in your will? 

Christine Punter, Project Manager, Your Catholic
Legacy 
mob: 07718366202 email:
Christinepunter@hotmail.com

Fatima Centenary
Celebrations

This is the Centenary year of the Fatima
apparitions which took place between May
and October 1917, when Our Lady appeared
to Jacinta and Francisco Marto, who were
beatified in May 2000, and Lucia dos Santos,
who died in 2005. The National Pilgrim Virgin
statue and relics of Blessed Jacinta and
Francisco Marto, will be visiting Plymouth
Cathedral from 24-25 June 2017.   

The programme for the World Apostolate of
Fatima (WAF) National Pilgrim Virgin statue’s
Visitations to the Cathedrals of England and
Wales began on Saturday 18th February, when
Cardinal Nichols received, blessed and crowned
the Statue in Westminster Cathedral.  It was a
wonderful day, and although the Cathedral was
filled to capacity with many people left outside in
the plaza, everyone was kind and gracious, and
there was a palpable sense of joy.

At Westminster, the Cardinal said Mass, and
consecrated England and Wales to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary in an act which
included these words: “To you and your
Immaculate Heart, in this centenary year of the
apparitions at Fatima, we re-consecrate
ourselves in union not only with the Church, the
Mystical Body of your Son, but also with the
entire world.”

In his homily Cardinal Nichols said: “I pray that
the pilgrimage of this statue of Our Lady of
Fatima, on its journey round the cathedrals of

England and
Wales, will be a
time of grace
for many, as
they honour
Our Lady of
Fatima in this
centenary
year.”  He also
emphasised the
importance of
the Rosary and
praying it in the
family, which he
recalled doing
as a child.  After
Mass, crowds
of people
waited to
venerate the
relics of
Blessed Jacinta
and Francisco
Marto and pray before the Statue of Our Lady,
where she received over 2500 petitions that will
be placed under her statue in the Capelinha at
Fatima. 

For more information about the Cathedrals,
Abbeys and shrines that will be visited go to:
http://bit.ly/2m3iij0

Donal Anthony Foley
Secretary of WAF England and Wales


