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Our prayer, fasting and almsgiving that we undertook during 
Lent must become a model of our future way of life. We must 
continually try to come closer to the Lord through prayer, 
deepen our faith and live our lives in accordance with His 
example. Just as the stone of the tomb was rolled to one side 
we must roll our old ways to one side and follow Jesus. When we 
renewed our Baptismal promises with lighted candles at Easter 
we did so with conviction and it is that strength of response that 
should help us to take those promises forward. We must let the 

burning in our hearts and lives so that we become the hands 
and feet of Jesus in our world today.

As Pope Francis said 

 

The Easter celebrations should provide us with renewed vigour 

whole being so that we can bring and share that love with our 
neighbour. 
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To advertise please contact 
Charlotte on 07932 248225 

or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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• Please keep your letters concise
 ,
• Include your full name and address
• Letters should not include any
 personal criticism or attacks
• The editor reserves the right to:
 

 
It was interesting to read the article 
reporting on the climate change summit 

Catholic Voice, and the contribution of 

prolonged drought in his/her country, 
Malawi. Malawi is one of the world’s 
least developed countries. It is ranked 
170 out of 187 countries according to 
the 2010 Human Development Index. 
Of its 16 million people, 53% live below 
the national poverty line, and 90% 
survive on less than $2 per day. A cursory 
investigation of the history of droughts 
is enough to inform the reader that they 
are regular occurrences in east Africa and 
have nothing to do with man-made CO2 
emissions.

To escape poverty, Malawi needs a 
reliable supply of power; power to build 
infrastructure, to fuel industry and to 
facilitate learning. Fortunately, for the 
benighted citizens of that country, their 
government has agreed a $667 million 
loan, from the Export and Import (Exim) 

Project. On completion this will supply 
300 megawatts with the potential for 
an additional 700. From the tenor of the 
comments of those who attended the 
climate change summit, whom I assume 
walked or cycled to Poland, I deduce that 
they would prefer the people of Malawi to 
resign themselves to perpetual poverty, 

burgeoning climate change religion.

John Ellwood, Carnforth 

 
I have been campaigning for some time for the Bishop’s Conference of England 
and Wales to bring the message of the Pope’s Encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ to the 
parishes., and to require priests to inform their congregations about our duty 
towards creation. The good news is that through their Global Healing consists 

destroying the planet, and how we need an ecological conversion so that we 
make the right ethical choices which will begin to reverse the destruction. The 

as individuals and as parishioners, to educate ourselves on the issues, and to 
change our lifestyles so as to reduce ourcarbon footprint and lessen our abuse 
of animals. The bishops have shown a willingness in producing Global Healing 
in response to ‘Laudato Si’ which deserves our praise and thanks. With a few 
refreshments included, and the event publicised in the parish Newsletter, an 
enjoyable evening could be easily organised.

Although, the question of our abuse of animals could in my opinion have been 
put forward more strongly, I don’t want to be critical of the content of these 2 

natural environment, and for communicating it to the parish priests. 

Sincerely
Virginia Bell

groups and individuals. It will inform, challenge and equip people to engage with 
Pope Francis’ vital call to Care For Our Common Home.
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Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,

Lancashire PR2 3SQ

Headteacher:  Mr Nigel Ranson

Tel: 01772 326900

Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher? 
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance

(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic

primary and secondary schools and post-16

colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School

with a shared vision and commitment to providing

first class, professional development for trainee

teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact:  01772 326931  

Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

We would like to thank these
schools for always supporting

the paper. 

ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC 
ACADEMY

St. Walburga’s Road, 

Blackpool, 

FY3 7EQ

Headteacher:  

Mr Simon Eccles 

Tel: 01253 396286

Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

If your school would like

to do the same please

contact Charlotte on

07932 248225 or 01440

730399 or email

charlotter@cathcom.org

to book your advert
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Easter morning. Blinded by tears and 
grief at her beloved being missing, she 
mistakes Jesus for a gardener. She’s not 

name, does she realise the enormity His 

with excitement and adrenaline. Here 
are lots of faces to meet, people to get 
to know, and painting tools to get your 
hands on and work out how to do things.  

By day two and three the adrenaline has 

concentration that none of us are really 
used to anymore. As with all spiritual 
retreats there are plenty of personal 
demons to wrestle with. People come 

experiences of art, painting and
sitting still. 

Some people come to the course who 
have never painted before in their adult 
life. When you listen to their stories 
you begin to understand why. Often, 
many have received less than helpful 
encouragement. Stories emerge of art 
classes 40, 50, 60 and even 70 years 
ago, for example - pupils asked to paint 
a cat, only to be scolded and corrected 
by the teacher and ridiculed in front of 
all their class. These demons and other 
frustrations resurface throughout the 
course visiting each of us when we are 
each unsettled and tired creating some 
spiritual turmoil. But as day 3 ends, and 

day 4 begins a new dawn begins. Turning 
the corner brings progress in both the 
painting and spiritually. Those demons 
are gradually put to rest with prayer, love, 
patience and expert guidance from the 
course leaders. What’s emerging now 
from the dark, is a new way. The process 
had brought forward issues unresolved 
and the prayer and quiet, brought 

hope and love. Our hands and heart
have created something unique and 
beautiful. 

added to our icons, ensuring they are 
ready to be blessed. Each one is lined
up in the chapel at Hyning. Each is
prayed over with a tiny sprinkling of

When the icons are all together you see 
how each is unique. Even though each 
one started with the exact same image, 
colour scheme and technique, what 

personal journeys and they remind each 
of us of how far we have come.

So next time you fancy a retreat- why 
not think about trying an icon course. 
You don’t need to be artistically gifted. 
The only pre requisite is an open heart 
and a love of God. The rest will follow. 
As the inscription on the back of each 
icon says; 

 ; our part is to hold 
the brush. The rest of the story is told by 
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SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

Boarbank Hall

Contact: Sr Marian
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria,  LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Canonesses of St Augustine 
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common 
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality 
• Care of the poor and sick
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WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk
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reredos at the high altar within the 
chancel extends the width of the chancel. 
It contains eight niches in which are 
placed statues six feet in height. The altar 
of St Joseph, on the south side of the 

and sculpture. It is representative of the 
death of St Joseph, in Caen stone, the 
tabernacle being in alabaster.

In 1883, a new chapel, dedicated to Our 
Lady of Perpetual Succour, was opened on 
14 October of that year. The chapel was 
the gift of Mr Ralph Pearson and houses a 
painting of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour 
which was brought from Rome at the 
expense of a Mr Geldart and which is a 
copy of the original painting venerated 
in the Church of St Alphonsus Liguouri in 
Rome.

The building and adornment of the 
Church inevitably left the parish with 

years. During the 1890s, a men’s club 
was built and the school was extended 
with an additional infant classroom. In 
1897 further work was undertaken to 

the Church including new Stations of 
the Cross by the De Beaule Brothers of 

in the Sanctuary and side chapels; 
and new marble altar rails for the side 
altars. Following this work, a solemn re-
opening of the Church took place on 23 

celebrated by the Bishop of Liverpool.

In 1911, the parish celebrated its Golden 
Jubilee with further improvements and a 
complete re-decoration of the Church.
In 1922, the original Lady Chapel was 
dedicated as a War Memorial Chapel, 
the solemn dedication taking place on 
Sunday 12 November of that year. No 
doubt this was a poignant and moving 
ceremony for many of those who had lost 

only four years previously. A description of 
the dedication ceremony states:
We don’t think anyone present that 
night will ever forget the occasion. The 

to the Sanctuary and side-altars – the 
solemnity of the Service – the splendid 
sermon – the sounding of the Last Post – 
the reverent singing of the De Profundis 
– the call of the Roll of Honour –and the 

sad strains of the Dead March.

In late 1924 the parish, like all those 
in Preston, became part of the newly 
established Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Lancaster, which remains the case 
today. The new Bishop, Thomas Wulstan 
Pearson OSB, a Preston born Benedictine 

on 1 November 1925 to administer the 

end of the Second World War in 1945, the 
names of the parish war dead were added 
to the memorial in the War Memorial 
Chapel and, through the 1950s, various 
renovations took place including an 
extension to the sacristy, renovations 
to the adjoining presbytery and the 
renewal of a large part of the roof. In 
1960 the parish celebrated its centenary 
and, to mark the occasion, Parish Priest, 
Monsignor Brendan O’Neill, published 

. 

In more recent years, demographic 
changes and other factors have resulted 
in a smaller, but no less devout and 
dedicated, congregation than in previous 
years and today, St Joseph’s is the 

principal Church of the parish of St John 
XXIII. This relatively new parish is made 
up of the former parishes of St Joseph’s 
itself; St Teresa’s, Fishwick; St Augustine’s, 
Avenham; St Ignatius, Meadow Street; 
and St Thomas of Canterbury and the 
English Martyrs, Garstang Road. Of the 
churches in these former parishes, St 
Teresa’s and St Augustine’s have, sadly, 
been demolished whilst St Ignatius and 
English Martyrs have embarked on new 
chapters in their history as, respectively, 
the Syro-Malabar Rite Cathedral of St 
Alphonsa and a shrine church for the 
celebration of the traditional Roman 
Catholic liturgy in Latin. Meanwhile, St 
Joseph’s continues to be a focal point 
for the Catholics of Preston as it has 
been since its opening 145 years ago. Its 
continued importance is demonstrated 
by the Mass celebrated by Bishop Paul 
Swarbrick on 19 March, to mark the 
Solemnity of St Joseph, to whom the 
Church is dedicated.

I am grateful to Fr John Millar, Parish 
Priest, Parish of St John XXIII, for his 
assistance and, in particular, for allowing 
me access to photographs in the parish 
archive.                                        

Mass Listings – May 2019

Please note that there will not be a First Sunday

Mass in Carlisle in May.

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool

Mondays: 12.00 noon; Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston

Mondays – Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass  

Saturdays: 10.30 am Low Mass 

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston 

Mondays – Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass

Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass

Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

Thursday 30th May, Ascension Day: 

High Mass at 7.00 pm

Sunday 19th May at 3.00 pm

Fourth Sunday after Easter

St Mary's, Hornby

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 

Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancaster@lms.org.uk

Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com

Our advertisers are great
supporters of the Lan-
caster Voice, so please

help them by supporting
their businesses

The AGM and Mass will be held at
Cardinal Newman College

on Saturday 29th June 2019 
at 2.00 p.m.

Further details
01772 863423  01253 733985
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– serving Schools, Business 
and Homes

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING, 
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING, 

DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk

21 Winckley Road, Broadgate, Preston PR1 8EL
Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127

• Established Over 60 Years •

Complete 
pest control 

solutions
call

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try 

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk

Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote LV101

To advertise
please
contact
contact

Charlotte
Rosbrooke
on 07932
248225 or

email
charlotter@
cathcom.org

Hear the difference
with HW Installations

Sound and Loop system 
specialists

01204 324 224
office@hwinstallationsltd.co.uk
www.hwinstallationsltd.co.uk


