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us is Risen!
2C y to follow Him?

| have been crucified with Christ; it is

ino longer | who live, but Christ who lives
me; and the life | now live in the flesh

& | live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me
Galatians 2:20
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Kieron Bassett

FINANCIAL SERVICES
CHARTERED FINANCIAL PLANNERS

We are local [I‘Il.ll:Ft:l'ldl.'lll Financial Advisers
having been established for 25 years.

We give advice on mortgages, investments,
pensions and protection products, and we

are here for All Times In Your Life.

Contact Kieron Bassett on (01524) 832057 or
via www.kieronbassett.com, or info@kieronbassett.com
Our office ar 32 Victoria Street, Morecambe is open 6 days a week.
Authorised and Regiabied by the Roancial Conduct Autharity
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RECYCLE

EDITORIAL

We have just celebrated the Lord’s passion, death and
resurrection. The Church is rejoicing that Jesus is alive
giving us renewed hope and consolation. Hope because of the
promise of eternal life. Consolation because no matter what,
Jesus is walking with us to guide our path. But, there is always
a But! We must play our part too.

Our prayer, fasting and almsgiving that we undertook during
Lent must become a model of our future way of life. We must
continually try to come closer to the Lord through prayer,
deepen our faith and live our lives in accordance with His
example. Just as the stone of the tomb was rolled to one side

we must roll our old ways to one side and follow Jesus. When we
renewed our Baptismal promises with lighted candles at Easter
we did so with conviction and it is that strength of response that
should help us to take those promises forward. We must let the
light of the Easter Candle guide our path and keep the flame
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burning in our hearts and lives so that we become the hands
and feet of Jesus in our world today.

As Pope Francis said “To follow Jesus is not a decision taken
once and for all, it is a daily choice. And we do not meet the Lord
virtually, but directly, we encounter him in our lives. Otherwise,
Jesus becomes only a nice memory of the past. When we welcome
him as the Lord of life, however, as the centre and the beating
heart of everything, then he is alive and lives anew in us.”

The Easter celebrations should provide us with renewed vigour
and energy to follow Jesus, finding time to let His love imbue our
whole being so that we can bring and share that love with our
neighbour.

“Go out into the world today and love the people you meet. Let your
presence light new light in the hearts of people”- Mother Teresa

e |
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anon Gibson along with parishioners from St

Mary of the Angels, Bolton-le-Sands, St Mary,
Yealand, and Our Lady of Lourdes ,Carnforth,
welcomed Bishop Paul to Mass at St Mary’s,
Yealand on his first Episcopal Visitation within
the Diocese since his inauguration as Bishop of
Lancaster on the 9th April 2018. A very special
weekend with Mass celebrated in all the parish
churches.

A very busy schedule saw the Bishop involved with
the children of the parish attending their First

Holy Communion preparation class. It seemed a
very lively class. A very inclusive Mass followed.

The evening continued in the Church Hall with
many individual welcomes for the Bishop and many
thanks for his visit and of his appreciation of the
successful efforts made by the three churches in
engaging with the aims of the Diocese to ensure the
future of these parishes in North Lancashire. Thanks
to all who contributed to the refreshments enjoyed
after Mass in the church Hall.

The Bishop continued to surprise by inviting
members of the three parish councils to an informal
meeting at Carnforth church hall on the Sunday
afternoon. Here was an open agenda to allow the
Bishop to get a flavour of how things work at the
parish level in his Diocese. A very broad range of
topics were discussed from cleaning the church

and gardens to problems being caused by social
awareness and the negatives of the internet, data
protection and security of our children.

Relatively new problems for church councils to be
aware of and to be involved in monitoring include:
How to solve the shortage of Priests? How to solve
the shortage of Church councillors? The list isn’t
endless but is growing.

We sincerely hope Bishop Paul found the meeting
helpful and the topics debated could help in

his thoughts for the future. Prayers were said

to complete both a serious and enjoyable ‘get
together’. Thank you Bishop Paul. Francis Trevor Ward

- A T.rip£e
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KaM Maintenance

Heating - Electrical - Building Established 20 years
Telephone: 01772 704530 Fax 01722 798801

Heating, Electrical and Building services across the North West of England
Gas

+ Emergency Boiler Repairs for all makes

+ Boiler Installations & servicing

« Central Heating System repairsfupgrades/ieaks

» New fitted Central Heating Systems

+ Landlord Gas Salety Certificates (CP12)

Electrical

« New consumer units supplied and fitted

* All emergency breakdowns * Power tripping

= New lighting + Additional sockets
* Faulty sockets * Rewiring

* Qutdoor lighting/sockets

Building

* Extension work

= Alterations
 Conservalories

+ Fascias and Soffits

* Driveways, paths and patios
* Double glazing

Prices
Boilar Sarvice - £49 + VAT plus E10 for every additional appliance. -

Tel No: 01772 704530 Mobile: 07941 554730 Fax No:
01772 798801

Address: K & M Maintenance Services Lid,

Unit 8A, Electron Mill, Brook Street, Preston PR1 7NH
More information: www.kmmaintenance.co.uk
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ome of our favourite events here at

Castlerigg are open retreats, when
we hold a weekend retreat open to
anyone.

In early March we invited young adults
to come and stay with us for a weekend,
as we reflected on how our faith can help
‘lead us through the wilderness’ of life.

Our lives can be so hectic, we feel pulled
in a million different directions by school,
university, work, relationships and family
pressures among other things. While we
can be so busy, and be surrounded by

so many people, we can feel lonely, and
as if we have empty lives. There is a hole
in our lives that material possessions
and passing pleasures cannot fill. The
wilderness we are talking about, with which
our faith can help, is the wilderness of our

‘!

heart rather than a geographical desert.

From when people started arriving on
Friday evening, the atmosphere was really
chilled and we started with a fun evening
of games and getting to know one
another. We finished the day with night
prayer in the Chapel, and Rachael led us
through a prayer called the examen. It is
a really useful prayer you can do wherever
you are. It helps us to reflect over our day
and our lives, allowing us to see where
God is, and those areas where we did not
let God in. This is a great tool we can

have in our arsenal of prayer. After

this we had a time of silent adoration,
allowing the group to have their own
personal prayer time.

On Saturday morning, Fr Luiz Ruscillo
joined us for our keynote talk. He gave us

.'(- "

Confirmation Days

Castlerigg recently welcomed
confirmation groups from the
parishes of Christ the Good Shepherd,
Workington, Our Lady and St Patrick,
Maryport, and St Catherine, Penrith
fFor day retreats as the young people
prepare for their confirmation.

The days had varied programmes,
including games and challenges, creative
workshops, personal reflection, group

discussions, prayer and confessions.

“Without exception, both the children and
the adults in attendance were delighted with
the day. We have all come away with lots to
reflect upon.” Josephine — Workington

“Many thanks to you and your team

for Saturday. Our children thoroughly
enjoyed the day and | am sure they

gained much from it.” David — Penrith

: ing and Purpose for this

an insightful and engaging run through
of the Old Testament, right up to the time
of Jesus and on into the years of the very
early Church. He helped us to understand
the origins of the Eucharist, from the
days of Abraham and Melchizedek (he
sometimes gets a mention at Mass!), right
through to when God gave the Israelites
manna in the desert. He explained how
the people in the Old Testament will

not have fully understood what God

was saying or doing at the time, but

now we know that Jesus came and did
what He did, we can understand the Old
Testament in a new light.

This all linked into our theme of God
leading us through our wilderness. While
in the Old Testament it was physical
food that God gave His people for them
to survive, the food He gives us today

is spiritual food, food for our soul. This

is the food that can get us through

the wilderness of our heart. This food

is His word, the scripture, it’s His Body
and Blood, it’s His love. We receive this
through prayer, through other people and
through the Sacraments. What’s more,
sometimes we cannot understand what
God’s plan is for us, or why our current
struggle is necessary for our lives. Just as
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Years Service
to Youth

the writers of the Old Testament couldn’t
see God’s bigger picture, neither can we
at times.

On Saturday afternoon, the sun came out
briefly for our walk! We enjoyed chatting
about what we had heard and done on
the retreat so far and in general about
our lives back home. The walk finished

in town, where some went shopping and
others went to cafes or pubs. On Saturday
evening we gathered back togetherin the
Chapel for a Holy Hour, where we could
pray with one another, go to confession
or just be still before Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament. Afterwards we enjoyed an
evening of quizzes and games.

On Sunday morning, we shared a bit
about our experiences as young Catholics
in the world today. We shared our
struggles, and where we can find support
and solace. We finished with Mass and

a Sunday roast dinner before everyone
headed home. Allin all, it was a chilled
out but fun weekend, with beautiful
prayer times and also thought-provoking
and inspiring speakers. It certainly
seemed that everyone had taken some
inspiration on how Jesus can lead us
through the wilderness of our hearts

and lives!

Mission Review
— Last Chance -

he fiftieth anniversary of the Youth

Service’s move to Castlerigg Manor
provides a timely opportunity to reflect
on what we have been doing and review
our plans for the Future.

Echoing Pope Francis’ approach in the
recent Synod of Bishops, focussed on
young people, it is important that the
first step of this review is to listen to
ouryoung people. We have prepared a

short questionnaire for young people
(aged 15+) to complete, available on our
website. We are trying to hear as many
different voices as possible —if you are
between the ages of 15 and 30 please
take a moment to complete the survey,
and please encourage anyone you
know to do the same. But hurry, the
closing date is 7th May, and we hope to
publish the results at the barbeque on
the 7th July.

www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/survey
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Fifty Years at Castlerigg

019 is the 50th anniversary of the Youth
Service moving to Castlerigg Manor, and for
the rest of the year we hope to include in this page
your memories and pictures of Castlerigg (or its
predecessor, Lakeside House). More will be posted

on our website: www.castleriggmanor.co.uk

IFyou came to Castlerigg as a young person whether
in 1969 or 2018 we’d be delighted to hear from you.

What do you remember of the experience and how
has it touched your life? Please get in touch at
team@castleriggmanor.co.uk

Fifty Years of Memories

ur memories actually go back before
Castlerigg to Lakeside House. | organised
a weekend course there in December 1968
for students from St Peter’s Grammar School,
Prestwich. Another teacher volunteered to come
with us -1 didn’t know her well at that time but
that was the start of a friendship that blossomed
and we got married a year later.

On that first visit we had the pleasure of meeting
Fr Paddy O’Dea, a wonderful priest blessed with
great insight into people’s characters, and with the
dynamism and foresight required to establish a
residential centre for youth work.

We were one of the first schools to visit Castlerigg,
in February 1971, and for over ten years we brought
groups twice a year, from Manchester and Salford.
And from 1984 until 1991 we organised Family
Weekends. But while events and developments were

Support our Work

progressing, the quiet, hard-working Bill Duncan
kept the organisational aspects working. Danger
of over-booking? “No problem.” Families and
friends being split up? “I'll sort it” and he did. Meals
on the chef’s day off? “Leave it with me” and as if
by magic 50+ fish and chips delivered from the
local chippie.

The influence of Castlerigg is long lasting. Mary
once bumped into a past pupil, shopping with her
mother and preparing to get married. Her mother
suddenly said “And I’'m almost sick and tired of hearing
your name because every time we plan something,

my daughter says “we should do this or that, because
Mrs Slade told us to when we were on that weekend at
Castlerigg.”

We pray that Castlerigg will continue its great work
of providing the happy blend of enjoyment and
serious reflection.

Please help us to continue the work of the Youth Service. Ifyou feel you might be able to help in
any way please getiin touch. IfFyou are able to make a donation this would be greatly appreciated:
www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/donate And most importantly, please keep us in your prayers.
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Recognise yourself? Please get in contact.

24th - 26th May - Family Weekend

Family Weekend provides a great opportunity for families to
spend time together, meet other families and draw closer to
God. Come and take the opportunity to be fed spiritually and
physically, whilst taking some time out.

7th July - Barbeque

To celebrate our fiftieth year at Castlerigg. Keep the date!

25th July - 3rd August - Lourdes

The Youth Section will travel over land to join the diocesan
pilgrimage in Lourdes. Each year the service offered by young
people makes it possible for others to make this pilgrimage,
but it is also a moment of grace for the young people, spending
time in this holy place. Open to young people in year 10+, £585.
Bookings are also open for the main (adult) section of the
pilgrimage, we are looking for adults to work with the Youth.

For more information about all of the above, and for bookings,
please see the What’s On section of our website:

www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/new-events/

MEAR

Est. 1802

We are one of the largest family owned
flooring retailers in the North West of England

Massive showroom open to the public
Mon-5at 9am-5.30pm Sun 10am-4pm

Large selection of room size remnants

,mn-__!-'
' I

H Mears ( Furnishers) Ltd
The Oaks Business Park, Longridge Road,
Ribbleton, Preston, Lancashire PR2 5BQ
Tel 01772 701033
Fax 01772 653646

To advertise please contact
Charlotte on 07932 248225
or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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YO ur Le tte rs Dear Editor,

Send us your letters:

Write to: The Editor,

99, Commonside, Ansdell,

Lytham St. Annes, FY8 4D).

Email to: voiceletters@hotmail.co.uk

* Please keep your letters concise
(max 300 words),

* Include your full name and address

e Letters should not include any
personal criticism or attacks

* The editorreserves the right to:
- amend or shorten letters or to
refuse to publish them (no
correspondence to discuss decisions
taken will be entered into)
- publish a response if deemed
appropriate

It was interesting to read the article
reporting on the climate change summit
in Katowice, in the April edition of the
Catholic Voice, and the contribution of

an attendee describing the effects of
prolonged drought in his/her country,
Malawi. Malawi is one of the world’s

least developed countries. It is ranked
170 out of 187 countries according to
the 2010 Human Development Index.
Ofits 16 million people, 53% live below
the national poverty line, and 90%
survive on less than $2 per day. A cursory
investigation of the history of droughts
is enough to inform the reader that they
are regular occurrences in east Africa and
have nothing to do with man-made CO2
emissions.

To escape poverty, Malawi needs a
reliable supply of power; power to build
infrastructure, to fuel industry and to
facilitate learning. Fortunately, for the
benighted citizens of that country, their
government has agreed a $667 million
loan, from the Export and Import (Exim)
Bank of China, for $667 to finance the
Kam’mwamba Coal-Fired Power Plant
Project. On completion this will supply
300 megawatts with the potential for

an additional 700. From the tenor of the
comments of those who attended the
climate change summit, whom | assume
walked or cycled to Poland, | deduce that
they would prefer the people of Malawi to
resign themselves to perpetual poverty,
sacrificial lambs on the altar of the
burgeoning climate change religion.

Regards,
John Ellwood, Carnforth

St Pius X Catholic
Preparatory School

True breadth of opportunity in North Preston
for boys and girls aged 2-11

GOLD STANDARD BEACON SCHOOL

NATIONAL
AWARD-WINNER

St Pius X

SMSC Quality Mark Awards 2019

PREPARATORY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR
iStudy Education Awards 2018-2019

COMMUNITY OUTREACH SCHOOL 2018
Highly Commended - Independent Parent Awards

SEPTEMBER 2019: limited places are available in some year groups

FREE MINIBUS SERVICE: pick-up points in Lancaster & adjacent areas

ENVIABLE REPUTATION: EYFS progression to Grammar School place

100% PASS RATE: entrance exams to independent senior schools

SMALL CLASSES: prized academic, sporting & artistic achievement

ARRANGE YOUR TOUR NOW
Visit: stpiusx.co.uk
Call: 01772 719937 / 713630
Email: enquiries@st-piusx.lancs.sch.uk
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Dear Editor,

| have been campaigning for some time for the Bishop’s Conference of England
and Wales to bring the message of the Pope’s Encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ to the
parishes., and to require priests to inform their congregations about our duty
towards creation. The good news is that through their Global Healing consists
of 2 films. The main film is 33 minutes long, and shows how human activity is
destroying the planet, and how we need an ecological conversion so that we
make the right ethical choices which will begin to reverse the destruction. The
second film is 15 minutes long, and prompts us to consider what we can do,

as individuals and as parishioners, to educate ourselves on the issues, and to
change our lifestyles so as to reduce ourcarbon footprint and lessen our abuse
of animals. The bishops have shown a willingness in producing Global Healing
in response to ‘Laudato Si’ which deserves our praise and thanks. With a few
refreshments included, and the event publicised in the parish Newsletter, an

Global Healing

A FREE CaFE FILM RESOURCE. Global Healing'is a film- based?ve;%lb;parishes,

groups and individuals. It will inform, challenge and equip peopléit ngage with

; Pope Francis’ vital call to Care For Our Common Home.

www ourcommonhome. co uk

el
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Catenian Bursary Fund
Award Presentation

M iss Ruth Walbank, a student at Lancaster University and
a parishioner of St. Mary & St. Michael’s,Garstang, was
arecipient of an award from the Catenian Bursary Fund last
year to support her in her voluntary work in Madagascar. She
recently gave an excellent presentation about her voluntary
work in Madagascar to the Catenians, which included
showing some good quality images from photographs that
she had taken whilst carrying out her work. It was a very
interesting and enjoyable evening and certainly drew the
attention of the audience. A thoroughly enjoyable evening.
Tom Rigby

Photograph left to right front row:

Garstang President Gerard Power, Ruth Walbank,

Mark Conroy, Provincial Director.

Rear; Terence Donnelly, Bursary Fund Committee Member,
Fr Tom Butler, PP St. Mary & St. Michael’s, Garstang.

We would like to thank these

&K schools for always supporting
L, Ca?htz;:tlgl;gehlg:gnnl the paper.

ST. MARY’S If your school would like

Headteacher Mr I} Callagher
CAT H O L I C Tel; (01772) 252072 Fax: (01772) 885674 to do the Same please
contact Charlotte on

Emuail: reception®@ ctk Jancs schauk
ACADEMY bt e 07932 248225 or 01440

! 730399 or email
St. Walb 's Road
; ”Lgasl oac charlotter@cathcom.org
ackpool, i
FY3 7EQ Calmna Asen o Wl | Yy to book your advert
Catholic High School : - _
Headteacher: Melbourne Avenue, Fleetwood ‘ STONYHURST
Mr Simon Eccles FY7 BAY Leading Catholic, Co-educational .l".lh
Headteacher : Andrew Cafferkey Boarding and Day School . CatholicPrmanylschoo!
Tel: 01253 396286 for 3-18 year olds z
Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk _ Tel : 01253 872658 . Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 9PZ Siser Stroet. Prasion. Lncashire, PH1 70R
E-mail ; head@cardinalallen.co.uk Heiidtehoher T 01772 556 D22
E: head@enghshmartyrs lancs ach uk
Mr John Browne Hudmzher: Mrs A Ho':nrln
f ~ Tel 01254 827073 Doputy Henincer: s Lingard
(1 = istant Headizacher: rich
{’a} Website: '.\-'\'.'w.smn}*hurﬁl.uu:.uk We wera ]u;;c::l :;aln as G::dz'l our D‘Isteg“lnspmrcn
b5 in Decembar 2017
Yoy E A .
3 - Our Lady and 5t. Patrick’s Catholic SuIT Atammjty Bt vt
St Peter’s Catholic Primary Schoo | R Ot o e e o
5 -E"u-{.hhu-:w-rm-tm&ﬂ
Primary School e s
MNorfolk Road, Lytham FY8 4JG g _“*‘b;;*,‘:’m‘ 'ﬂ‘-
Headteacher: Mrs Heyes G iy .3 Pk o rmmpun Ot . e
Tel: 01253 734658 e o & == S
E: head@st-peters-pri.lancs.sch.uk @ oW AR E;-..-:.:;.Ai
Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,
Lancashire PR2 3SQ
Headteacher: Mr Nigel Ranson
Tel: 01772 326900
Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
‘Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School
Gatrstang Road, Fubwood, Preston PR2 BRD. stpiusx.co.uk

For boys and girls aged 2 - 11

Together in One Body Thinking of becoming a teacher?
P R E PA R E-B E LIE V E - S U CC E ED . The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance
Serving your child’s heart, mind and soul CORPUS C H RISTI (CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic
. primary and secondary schools and post-16
through true breadth of opportunity CAT HO LIC colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School

H |G H SC HOOL with a shared vision and commitment to providing

first class, professional development for trainee
Headteacher: Mr David Hubbard teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.
St Vincent's Road, Preston PR2 8QY

Telephone 01772 716912
Email admin@cce.lancs.sch.uk
www.ccc.lancs.sch.uk

Tours can be arranged with the Headmaster
by calling 01772 719937 or 01772 713630.

A private bus service is available with several
pick-up points for pupils living along the route
from Lancaster and Leyland.

Contact: 01772 326931
Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk




8 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + May 2019

Prayer and Inspiration
far Mission

“I have come to set the earth on fire”
Lty 25400

A weekend of worship, hrayer and discovery of your pérsunal
mission in Christ

Excellent on-site Hotel www.buckfastaccommodatianorg uk
trfree on-site camping

Event cost£50 1o include all meals and refreshments

A informarion.
www.buckfast.org.uk/run-to-the-son

Buckfast Abbey
Tel 01752701660

Fuvamm LOLE

at Buckfast Abbey
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Painting
in the Spirit

Icon writing for beginners

n an early Lenten Monday winter’s

morning, 12 individuals gathered in
some trepidation for a retreat from life;
to write an icon.

In the grounds, daffodils and crocuses
at Hyning Monastery might tell you
that Spring is very near, but the fleeting
sun and wintry gales of Storm Gareth
had other ideas. Tucked up in the Art
Barn-Room surrounded by the famous
Hyning garden and warmed by a

wood burning stove, we assemble. We
begin to familiarise ourselves with our
surroundings and our mission, leaving
the weather fronts outside to battle
through of their own accord.

Over the space of 5 days we journey
through the process, writing an icon
using the old trusted traditional
techniques to tell a Gospel story. Sounds
simple? Yet this is a true journey, where
the icon is less about the finished product
and its finesse, and more about the
process. While the storm rages outside,
we each experience some of our own
raging personal storm, emerging to a
different landscape and place at the end
of the course.

Our ‘gesso’ white chalk boards at the
ready and it’s time to begin. They are
prepared using wood, chalk, gelatin

and muslin, an ancient way symbolising
the wood of the cross and the bones of
Christ. Here they too symbolise Mary of
Magdala, and the gift of her life to Christ.
With the image already given, we create
a carbon copy using powdered paint, and

transfer the image to the white washed
board. The lines of the traced image are
hand-painted in; the veins and arteries
of the icon take form. From here the flesh
and clothing are added, till we are left
with a full beautiful image adorned with
a halo.

So why is it called icon writing, because
surely icons are paintings?

Icons are Gospel stories written with
paint. Since each icon tells a story, it is
written (with paint) rather than simply
painted. Each icon contains at least

one imperfection because only God is
perfect. lcon writing itself is a process

of meditation and private prayer. Each
stroke of the brush honours those whom
we paint, asking for guidance, healing or
help for ourselves and those dear to us.
We may have the brush in our hands, but
the author of this gospel image is God.

The formal office prayers of the
Bernadine community underpin the icon
course creating a skeletal structure and
natural rhythm to each day. Everything
stops for the Monastery bell, denoting
next where we should be. And each
formal icon session begins with a
meditation and prayer- ours at this time
to St. Mary of Magdala!

So why choose Mary of Magdala?

Mary of Magdala is our Easter message

in her pure essence. She gave her life to
follow our Lord. The Gospel says she had
seven demons cast out of her. As a female
disciple and companion of Jesus, she was
the first to encounter the risen Lord that
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Easter morning. Blinded by tears and
grief at her beloved being missing, she
mistakes Jesus for a gardener. She’s not
expecting Him! Only when he speaks her
name, does she realise the enormity His
Easter message!

The process of icon writing

is an emotional rollercoaster

Day one, kicks the course off on a high
with excitement and adrenaline. Here
are lots of faces to meet, people to get
to know, and painting tools to get your
hands on and work out how to do things.

By day two and three the adrenaline has
worn off. People become tired. It’s a lot of
concentration that none of us are really
used to anymore. As with all spiritual
retreats there are plenty of personal
demons to wrestle with. People come

to the icon course having had differing
experiences of art, painting and

sitting still.

Some people come to the course who
have never painted before in their adult
life. When you listen to their stories

you begin to understand why. Often,
many have received less than helpful
encouragement. Stories emerge of art
classes 40, 50, 60 and even 70 years
ago, for example - pupils asked to paint
a cat, only to be scolded and corrected
by the teacher and ridiculed in front of
all their class. These demons and other
frustrations resurface throughout the
course visiting each of us when we are
each unsettled and tired creating some
spiritual turmoil. But as day 3 ends, and

day 4 begins a new dawn begins. Turning
the corner brings progress in both the
painting and spiritually. Those demons
are gradually put to rest with prayer, love,
patience and expert guidance from the
course leaders. What'’s emerging now
from the dark, is a new way. The process
had brought forward issues unresolved
and the prayer and quiet, brought
healing. Our soul is renewed, filled with
hope and love. Our hands and heart
have created something unique and
beautiful.

By the last day the final touches are
added to ouricons, ensuring they are
ready to be blessed. Each one is lined
up in the chapel at Hyning. Each is
prayed over with a tiny sprinkling of
Holy Water!

When the icons are all together you see
how each is unique. Even though each
one started with the exact same image,
colour scheme and technique, what
mergers are 12 very different icons. 12
unique icons represent 12 very different
personal journeys and they remind each
of us of how far we have come.

So next time you fancy a retreat- why
not think about trying an icon course.
You don’t need to be artistically gifted.
The only pre requisite is an open heart
and a love of God. The rest will follow.
As the inscription on the back of each
icon says; ‘written by God, by the hand of
xxx and blessed by xxx’; our part is to hold
the brush. The rest of the story is told by
someone else! Lisa Vallente-Osborne
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tella Matutina is situated just minutes away from Faihaven Lake,
Ansdell shops and Lytham Windmill

We provide a homely, caring atmosphere, respecting your individuality, dignity
and privacy. The Home has its own chapel where we hold Daily Mass and Rosary.

Short/long term and respite care

Overlooking the sea

Set in extensive grounds

Comfortable communal rooms

All bedrooms single and en-suite

Home cooked food (all diets catered for)

Range of activities and outings

Caring and experienced staff (99% NVQ qualified)

[ I B T DA I

Call on us at anytime for a viewing or ring for further details

Stella Matutina Care Home
16 Clifton Drive

Ansdell
Lytham St Annes
FY8 5RQ
@ Manager— Dawn Ward ( ‘}
:'star rating
Tel: 01253 734834 =

* K KKK email: manager@scjm.org INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
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“m: Boarbank Hall

Canonesses of St Augustine
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone

- --l'"‘

Prayer « Community « Hospitality
« Care of the poor and sick

Contact: Sr Marian

Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands,
Cumbria, LA11 7NH

Telephone: 015395 32288

Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

(SELF STORAGE)

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs
Competitive Rates
From as little as £5§ per
week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage
Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,

Forton
Tel: 01524 791837

\ www.curlytailstorage.co.uk /

TANGNET TONKS

The Pilgrim's Choice
Join the Diocesan of Lancaster
Lourdes Pilgrimage
Under the leadership of
Bishop Paul Swarbrick
the oar"
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By air - from £865 per person
Details on request
26th July - 2nd August

www.tangney-tours.com/lancaster
Lourdes by air - From Manchester

A 17 Nt (D
230 17 Mo (T

Lourdes, Burgos, Santiago & Fatima

Rome, San Giovanni and Assis|
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R.I.P.
Canon Thomas Dakin
1926 - 2019
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“This is the bread come down
from heaven..... Anyone who eats
this bread will live for ever.”

n 12th March 2019 we gathered to celebrate the Requiem
Mass for Thomas Dakin. When I’'m called to preside at
someone’s Funeral Liturgy or Funeral Mass, | always find it
an awesome responsibility. Never more so than today. But
I know that it’s an immense privilege because, in my view,
Thomas was an amazing man and a truly wonderful priest.

Thomas Dakin was born in Lancaster on the 8th July 1926, the
son of Thomas and Mary. Four days later he was baptised in
Lancaster Cathedral. He was educated at the Cathedral School,
Lancaster, Preston Catholic College and Upholland College
Junior Seminary.

On the 21st September 1945 he entered the Venerable English
College, Rome, founded in 1579 by our own Cardinal Allen.

But at that date shortly after the end of the Second World War,
the college was still located in its place of war-time “exile” at
St, Mary’s Hall, Stoneyhurst, here in Lancashire. However in
October 1946 the college, including the young Thomas Dakin,
returned to Rome.

Thanks to information provided by the present College archivist,
we have evidence of Thomas Dakin’s life as a student. He
engaged in many productions, sketches, plays and Gilbert &
Sullivan operettas. He played cricket, for which he had a life-
long love. He gained Licentiates in both Philosophy and Sacred
Theology and was ordained priest on the 22nd December 1951,
in the Basilica of St. John Lateran.

Following his ordination he studied for one year at the Gregorian
University, Rome, for his Licentiate in Canon Law. Unfortunately,
ill health forced his return to England without taking his degree.

His ministry began as Assistant Priest at St. Joseph’s, Preston
from 1953 to 1955, and St Walburge, Preston from 1955 to
1964. Then in 1964 he joined the staff at the former Diocesan
Junior Seminary, St Michael’s College, Underley Hall. However,
my recollection is that he first came to teach at Underley in
the autumn of 1963, providing cover for the priest who taught
French, while he underwent an operation.

I vividly remember the first time | saw him, the young Fr. Dakin,
impeccably dressed in his Roman cassock. At Underley, the

priests of course, had their own dining room. But at lunch-
times they ate with us in the student’s refectory, each priest
being assigned a place at the end of the student’s tables. They
never complained about it but, looking back, | think they may
have preferred their own company to that of noisy, sometimes
excitable, and no doubt smelly little boys!

At one stage | think the Canon must have been our form
master. | say this because | have recollections of groups of us
going on excursions with him to the local “village”, as we called
it, of Kirkby Lonsdale. | seem to remember Tom having a
Vauxhall Viva van. Whatever type it was, bench seats had been
put into the back of it solely for the purpose of taking us out on
little trips. But I much preferred sitting in the front with him.
Not because it was more comfortable - though it was - but
because he was always singing as we drove along and | loved

to listen to him singing. The drive became a little more alarming
though when he was also physically conducting an imaginary
orchestra.

In 1968 after leaving Underley Hall he served as assistant priest
at Sacred Heart, Thornton until appointed as Parish Priest in
1970 where he was to rernain until 2002. He was chair of the
Liturgy Commission from 1970. Finally he became Parish Priest
to St. Nicholas Owen, Thornton, where he remained until he
retired from ministry on 7th January 2017.

Following his retirement he lived in the presbytery supported by
Veronica his housekeeper of over 50 years.

Id like to end by paying fulsome tribute to this kindly, eloquent,
charming, witty, talented, erudite, learned, faith-filled, faithful
and scholarly man who has so enriched so many of our lives. On
behalf of us all, | also thank Veronica for the immense part she’s
played in his life and ministry. May God strengthen and console
you, Veronica. May Canon Dakin who died so peacefully enjoy
the rewards of his life’s labours and rest for ever in the peace, joy
and delight of God’s everlasting presence. May he who believed
so deeply in the Holy Eucharist, the bread come down from
heaven, live for ever. Amen. Fr Michael Murphy

Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord, and let perpetual light shine
upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.
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U ntil well after World War Il Benediction was a staple
supplement to the Mass. There would be Children’s
Benediction on Sunday afternoon with the routine Rosary,
Sermon and Benediction at 6.30 in the evening. Most
churches would also have a midweek Benediction. It would be
the framework of the ‘charity sermon’ or for the appearance
of a guest preacher. Its great attraction perhaps was the
possibility of using English prayers and hymns. It was all go.
There were no quiet moments for contemplation.

The modern form of Benediction is not routine but often the
setting for a prolonged exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
which offers an opportunity for thoughtfulness - To think about
what? - The word is ‘covenant’. At the Last Supper Our Lord did
not offer himselfto be viewed: ‘Take and eat’; ‘Take and drink’. As
he said, this was the inauguration of the new covenant.

A covenant implies a blessing and a condition. Reading St
John’s account of the Last Supper we may identify the blessing
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- Benediction

and the condition attached to the new covenant. The blessing:
We enter by adoption into the family of the Blessed Trinity; we
relate to the Father and the Holy Spirit as Jesus does. “If anyone
loves me...my Father will love him and we shall come to him and
make our home with him”. (Jn 14:23). The condition: “This is my
commandment: Love one another as | have loved you”. (Jn 15:23).

The blessing, through which we are identified with )esus,
enables us to meet the condition. He is our link, provided we
make the connection. In our Communion at Mass we renew

the connection and accept once more the condition of sharing
God’s life. This leads to questions. How am | expressing Christ’s
gift of loving? - At home, in society. Is it sufficient to fork out a
£1 for Cafod now and then? Have | a real interest in and care for
those who are hungry and homeless?

It is the Mass, as a renewal of the covenant, which specifies
reflection before the Blessed Sacrament.
Canon Thomas Dakin RIP

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm

Serving our community for over 100 years

. 259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
[\ _| Tel: 01772 788020
- ' www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Sean Crilley Funeral Directors

= 24 hour Personal Service
* Private Chapels of Rest
* Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
* Memorial Consultants
For personal attention and professional
advice, dav and night, call Sean

78 Brook Street, Carlisle, CA12HX  ¢/.e )

h - -.'!

o (01228) 544905 § * )
Martin's

The Funeral Directors

188, Tulketh Brow, Ashion-on-Ribble, Preston

1, Swmebridge Parade, Preston Rowd, Longridge

Tel. 01772-T33007 or 01 772-T82121

Proprictor W, Martin Woollon
Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service
from a private family owned u
and run firm

"FUNERAL SERVICE LT DN

David Pope dip.FD MBIED:
Funeral Director

A fresh and
modern >
approach t
uneral
planning

42 Clifton Street
Lytham

FY8 5SEW

Tel. 01253 733909
www.lythamfuneralservice.co.uk
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ST. JOSEPH'S, PRESTON
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St Joseph’s Preston - A Brief History

Lay a foundation of faith

Share your faith and hope with future generations
by leaving a gift in your Will to a Catholic cause.

"On this rock

I will build my church,
and the powers of death shall not

prevail against it.”

Matthew 16:18

Your legacy gift means
the things you care about
in life continue into the future.
Provide the building blocks
for tomorrow's churches and schools
Plant the seed of faith in children
Share God's love and care with those
most in need
Your Catholic Legacy is a group of 27 organisations.
You can choose the causes you feel most passionate about and make a
difference to many people’s lives.

To find out more,
visit yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk
or call 020 7095 5370

tanding on Skeffington Road

between New Hall Lane and
Ribbleton Lane, to the East of Preston
city centre, is St Joseph’s Roman
Catholic Church which, since 1991,
has been designated as a Grade ll
listed building by English Heritage.
A rather austere exterior of red brick
with sandstone dressings hides an
impressive interior with the Sanctuary
and the side chapels which flankit,
dedicated to Our Lady and St Joseph
respectively,of particular interest and
note.

The parish itself was founded in 1860
from St Augustine’s, Avenham, and the
building of schools on the site around
Skeffington Road was the first priority of
the newly appointed Rector, Canon Roger
Taylor, who had previously served as an
Assistant Priest at St Augustine’s. The
school buildings included a chapel, which
subsequently had to be re-built and
enlarged in 1866, which was to serve the
parish until such time as a Church could
be built. The area in which the Church
stands was at the centre of the cotton
mill district with the congregation at that
time being almost entirely made up of
mill workers. As such, it was decided to
dedicate the new parish to St Joseph, the
patron saint of workers.

The present Church dates from 1874
although it has been enlarged since it
was first opened. The architect was James
Byrne of Liverpool who had studied under
the famous Gothic Revival architect,
Pugin, and the total cost of the new
edifice was £7,000. The foundation stone

had been laid and blessed on 4 May 1873
and the Church was officially opened

on Wednesday 24 June 1874, the Feast

of St. John the Baptist, with a Pontifical
High Mass celebrated by the Bishop

of Liverpool with the Bishop of Salford
preaching the sermon. A choir from St
Ignatius Church, Meadow Street provided
the music and, following the Mass, lunch
was provided in the school.

During the following years work
continued to embellish the new Church
including the completion of the reredos
and High Altar with its eight imposing
life size statues depicting, from left to
right, St Joseph; St Cuthbert (holding the
head of St Oswald); St Clare; the Venerable
Bede; St John the Apostle; St Teresa; St
Alphonsus and St John the Baptist.Above
these is the impressive stained glass
East window by Mayer of Munich. Other
stained glass in the Church is by Casolini
of St Helen’s. An Altar dedicated to Our
Lady was erected in 1879 and an organ,
installed at a cost of £700, in 1880.

In 1882, the Church was described as
follows:

Its elaborate and costly internal
arrangements and decorations more
especially entitle it to notice amongst
the other distinctive ecclesiastical
structures in the town. It is 155 feet in
length, exclusive of the entrance porch
at the west end, 56 feet in width, and 60
feet in height to the apex of the ceiling.
Although not yet completed the several
altar fittings and decorations strikingly
harmonise with the gorgeous ceremonial
of the Roman Catholic Church. The
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reredos at the high altar within the
chancel extends the width of the chancel.
It contains eight niches in which are
placed statues six feet in height. The altar
of St Joseph, on the south side of the

high altar, is a fine specimen of carving
and sculpture. It is representative of the
death of St Joseph, in Caen stone, the
tabernacle being in alabaster.

In 1883, a new chapel, dedicated to Our
Lady of Perpetual Succour, was opened on
14 October of that year. The chapel was
the gift of Mr Ralph Pearson and houses a
painting of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
which was brought from Rome at the
expense of a Mr Geldart and which is a
copy of the original painting venerated

in the Church of St Alphonsus Liguouri in
Rome.

The building and adornment of the
Church inevitably left the parish with
a substantial debt but every effort was
made to reduce the financial burden
with some £3,000 collected in three
years. During the 1890s, a men’s club
was built and the school was extended
with an additional infant classroom. In
1897 further work was undertaken to

Lark Hill Association

The AGM and Mass will be held at
Cardinal Newman College
on Saturday 29th June 2019
at 2.00 p.m.
Further details
01772 863423 01253 733985

Our advertisers are great
supporters of the Lan-

caster Voice, so please
help them by supporting
their businesses

the Church including new Stations of
the Cross by the De Beaule Brothers of
Ghent, Belgium; marble mosaic flooring
in the Sanctuary and side chapels;

and new marble altar rails for the side
altars. Following this work, a solemn re-
opening of the Church took place on 23
January 1898 with a Pontifical High Mass
celebrated by the Bishop of Liverpool.

In 1911, the parish celebrated its Golden
Jubilee with further improvements and a
complete re-decoration of the Church.

In 1922, the original Lady Chapel was
dedicated as a War Memorial Chapel,

the solemn dedication taking place on
Sunday 12 November of that year. No
doubt this was a poignant and moving
ceremony for many of those who had lost
loved ones in the conflict which had ended
only fouryears previously. A description of
the dedication ceremony states:

We don’t think anyone present that

night will ever forget the occasion. The
crowded congregation — overflowing on
to the Sanctuary and side-altars — the
solemnity of the Service — the splendid
sermon — the sounding of the Last Post —
the reverent singing of the De Profundis
—the call of the Roll of Honour —and the

Craig Lodge, Dalmally, Ampyll, Scotland, PA33 1AR
T: 01838 200216
E: mail@craiglodge.org
Find us on: Facebook | Twitter | Instagram
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sad strains of the Dead March.

In late 1924 the parish, like all those

in Preston, became part of the newly
established Roman Catholic Diocese

of Lancaster, which remains the case
today. The new Bishop, Thomas Wulstan
Pearson OSB, a Preston born Benedictine
monk, made his first visit to the parish

on 1 November 1925 to administer the
sacrament of confirmation. Following the
end of the Second World War in 1945, the
names of the parish war dead were added
to the memorial in the War Memorial
Chapel and, through the 1950s, various
renovations took place including an
extension to the sacristy, renovations

to the adjoining presbytery and the
renewal of a large part of the roof. In
1960 the parish celebrated its centenary
and, to mark the occasion, Parish Priest,
Monsignor Brendan O’Neill, published

A History of St Joseph’s Parish, Preston,
Centenary 1860 - 1960’

In more recent years, demographic
changes and other factors have resulted
in a smaller, but no less devout and
dedicated, congregation than in previous
years and today, St Joseph’s is the

o The
Latin Mass Society '

Far tha Promabion of tha Tradillonal Roman Rite

Mass Listings — May 2019

Please note that there will not be a First Sunday
Mass in Carlisle in May.

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool
Mondays: 12.00 noon; Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass
Saturdays: 10.30 am Low Mass
Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass
Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass
Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass
Thursday 30th May, Ascension Day:
High Mass at 7.00 pm

# Sunday 19th May at 3.00 pm
Fourth Sunday after Easter
St Mary's, Hornby

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road,
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancaster@Ims.org.uk

Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com

j

principal Church of the parish of St John
XXII. This relatively new parish is made
up of the former parishes of St Joseph’s
itself; St Teresa’s, Fishwick; St Augustine’s,
Avenham; St Ignatius, Meadow Street;
and St Thomas of Canterbury and the
English Martyrs, Garstang Road. Of the
churches in these former parishes, St
Teresa’s and St Augustine’s have, sadly,
been demolished whilst St Ignatius and
English Martyrs have embarked on new
chapters in their history as, respectively,
the Syro-Malabar Rite Cathedral of St
Alphonsa and a shrine church for the
celebration of the traditional Roman
Catholic liturgy in Latin. Meanwhile, St
Joseph’s continues to be a focal point
for the Catholics of Preston as it has
been since its opening 145 years ago. Its
continued importance is demonstrated
by the Mass celebrated by Bishop Paul
Swarbrick on 19 March, to mark the
Solemnity of St Joseph, to whom the
Church is dedicated.

I am grateful to Fr John Millar, Parish
Priest, Parish of St John XXIlI, for his
assistance and, in particular, for allowing
me access to photographs in the parish
archive. David Gorman
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12 JULY | 7 NIGHTS
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From Glasgow

19 JULY | 7 NIGHTS
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25 JULY ' 6 NIGHTS

From Manchaster
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Young people serving, helping and loving life!

Castlerigg Manor is a 68 bed house
in the heart of the Lake District
available for Parish Groups and
Family Gatherings year round.

Simple but comfortable accommodation,
beautiful location, Fantastic homecooking,
ample parking, easy access to Keswick town
centre and the surrounding fells.

Family Weekend

Come and see what we have to offer at our
Family weekend, a great opportunity for
Families to be tagether, share with each
other and with other families and draw
closer to God - 24th-26th May, E75 per
adult, €50 per child. Fun for the whole family!

www.castleriggmanor.co.uk

Young people serving,
helping and loving life!
Contact the Youth Service
today! For more info see:

s YOI
Castlerigg '\ (a0

N4 Manor Brow, Keswick CA12 4AR
@ www.castleriggmanor.co.uk
team@castleriggmanor.co.uk
n dcastleriggmanor

B castlerigg Manor

017687 72711

ack in February, St. Peters Primary

School Council became aware of
an issue within their local community
about the desperate need for children’s
clothing in the South Shore area of
Blackpool. Keen to help out, they
immediately set about seeing how they
could make a difference and a letter was
sent out to the parents in order to make
the whole school family aware of the
situation.

Moved to tears by what she’d read and
heard, Evangeline Doyle (a Year 6 pupil

at St. Peter’s) asked her mum what she
could do. During half term, Evangeline
approached Fr David Burns of St Joseph’s
Ansdell and St Peter’s Lytham to ask if she
could speak during Sunday Mass in order
to draw the attention of parishioners to
what St. Peter’s school were planning

to do. Unexpectedly, a huge round of
applause erupted afterwards and, within
the week, school, church (and Evangeline’s
home) had been overwhelmed with
donations. One family had, unbelievably,
donated more than one hundred items!

Some parishioners had even gone to the
lengths of knitting blankets, clothing

and teddies and even shopped at charity
stores with the specific purpose of finding
suitable items to donate to the project!
Evangeline said, “Well that’s lovely; two
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groups win from that purchase!”

Dave Yates (St. Peter’s School Foundation
Governor and a member of St Joseph’s
Parish Council) and his wife, Olive,

were instrumental in the collection

and distribution of the many items of
clothing. Meanwhile at St. Peter’s, the
School Council used school assembly
time in order to remind the children to
play their part by having a clear-out at
home and bring in anything that might
help. As a Catholic school, the children at
St. Peter’s are aware of the importance of
helping others, particularly during Lent.

St. Teresa said, “Never worry about
numbers. Help one person at a time, and
always start with the person nearest to
you.” These words resonated as the
families in dire need are so close to home.

As aresult of all this charity work (which
concluded on the 21st of March) over 1500
items were collected and redistributed to
families who really need them.

St. Peter’s School is very aware of charity
work and is now focussing their efforts on
raising money for CAFOD.

Once again, St. Teresa famously said, “A
life not lived for others is not a life.”
Evangeline Doyle & Evie Wood (Year 6 pupils)
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Calledb name

by Julia Beacroft

“What’s in aname?” - (Romeo and Juliet, Shakespeare)

N ames are really important. Have you ever called someaone in a shop or

at a conference by their name, because you’ve read it on their name
badge? Ifyou have, you’ll surely have noticed their surprised and delighted
reaction. On the otherhand, | don’t know about you, but I especially dislike

it when people get my name wrong. I've frequently been addressed as Julie,
when my name is actually Julia and you wouldn’t believe some of the surname
variations that I’ve been subjected to! | try not to make too big a deal out of
this, but the reality is that our names are part of ourinmost identity - distinct
and personal to each one of us.

|As ourisociety in this country appears to grow ever more secular, there is a
present trend of naming cenemonies for new babies. This is an event to celebrate
and mark the name given to the infant or newbiorn, to make their name official.
It recognises and celebrates the arrival of a child and welcomes him or her into
the fFamily and circle of friends]

The dommemorating of the child’s arrival is important and worthy of celebration
and of course we are already aware of the significance of our given name. Yet

we are doublylblessed. This is because the Lord calls each and every one of us to
him by name and in ourtbaptism we are brought into the life of the Trinity and
the life of the Church.

In the Famous Shakespearian play ‘Romeo and Juliet’, Juliet fFamously says:
“What’s in a name? That which we call a rose., By any other name would smell as

sweet.”

Jesus in his infinite wisdom calls each of us by name to invite us to new life with

him - both on this earth and in the next life — and in doing so we can enjoy the
sweet fragrance of Christ. And from the time of our baptism both our lives and
our journey of faith unfold like the petals of a rose, as we remember that Isaiah
told his people that God says:

‘I have called you by your name, you are mine’. These words are just as relevant for
us today as they were then.

Julia Beacroft is an author, editor, workshop leader and presenter in Catholic
faith formation. Her book ‘Sanctifying the Spirit’ is available to buy from
AMAZON, www.waterstones.com or Book Depository. Please visit
www,sanciobooks.com For more information. Follow Julia on Facebook & Twitter.
Copyright ©2019 Julia Beacroft. All rights reserved.
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John Bradburne

modern St Francis - and from our very own diocese! Ifyou

don’t know about John Bradburne, here is your chance to
discover his life and poetry. John was born in Skirwith, near
Penrith, the son of the Anglican vicar, in 1921, and spent
his childhood in the village. He became a Catholic after the
war, wandered throughout Europe and Israel searching for
avocation, and finally found one in Zimbabwe, where he
devoted his life to caring for a community of lepers.

In 1979, as the civil war in that country reached its peak, he

was told to leave the leprosy settlement for his own safety, but
he refused to abandon his charges. Abducted by the guerrillas,
he was killed on September 5th. Since his death, many

miracles have been associated with him, and the cause for his
beatification is in progress. His village, Mutemwa, has become a
place of pilgrimage, and each year, especially on the anniversary
of his death, thousands go there to hear Mass on the mountain
where he walked and prayed. Mutemwa is now Zimbabwe’s
Fatima.

John was a lover of nature - especially birds and bees - and a
lover of solitude. To help his desire to be alone, when he was
working at the Jesuit centre in Harare, he even allowed a swarm
of bees into his room to keep unwanted visitors away, and
looked after them! Several of his poems are about bees. An
accomplished musician, on harmonium and recorder, he was

SSCTVING OCN00LSALUSINESS
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a prodigious poet - in fact, the most prolific poet the English
language has ever had, an achievement recognized by Guinness
World Records, with over 5000 poems to his name.

John had three wishes: to serve lepers, to die a martyr, and - as
a third-order lay Franciscan - to be buried in his Franciscan
habit. He achieved the first of his two wishes by his death.
During the funeral, in the capital’s cathedral, drops of blood
mysteriously appeared under the coffin. When it was opened, no
trace of blood was found, but it was noticed that he was wearing
ordinary clothes. His habit was retrieved, so his third wish was
granted. A fragment from that habit will be on display during
the weekend, as part of an exhibition of his life and writing.

On 21st-24th June at Boarbank Hall, there will be a weekend
to introduce people to John. It will be led by Professor David
Crystal, an eminent English scholar, who has edited his poetry.
It will include a visit to his birthplace, a DVD about his life, made
in Zimbabwe, and a showing of the extraordinary video, made
by chance by a group of pilgrims to Mutemwa, of the miracle
of the spinning sun. There will be talks and poetry readings,
including a talk by DrJulia Pigott on the history of the honey-
bee. Ifyou would like to join us, you can either book to stay at
the Boarbank Guest House or else join in as a non-resident.
For the exact programme email Sr Margaret Atkins at:

margaret?@boarbankhall.org.uk
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