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tis not every day that one of our
parishioners is given'a personal
blessing by a Pope!

Ifechukwude celebrated his first birthday
at Easter in Workington and within days
he was on pilgrimage in Rome with his
parents Joseph and Ebele where he
received a blessing from Pope Francis in
St Peter’s Square. Joseph and Ebele are
doctors in West Cumbria and attend Mass
at the beautiful church of Our Lady Star
of the Sea and St Michael in Workington.

Joseph said “God'is good, it has been a
wonderful experience for us.” John Garner
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LEGAL SERVICES
eomns  CLEAR & SIMPLE

We can help you with the following:
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* Charities » Landlord & Tenant
. Commercial & * Personal iniuw
Corporate

* Powers of Attorney

* Probate & Estate

+ Conveyancing
* Dispute Resolution/

Litigation Planning
» Employment * Rural & Agricultural
= Family Law = Wills

PRESTON LANCASTER
1U Chapel Street, Preston, PR1 BAY 364 Aalborg Square, Lancaster, LA11B)
1 Preston 14 : DX 63506 Lancaster

TO1772 253841 : FO1772 201713 T01524 386500 : F01524 3B6515

www.bsglaw.co.uk
email: info@bsglaw.co.uk
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FINANCIAL SERVICES

CHARTERED FINANCIAL PLANNERS

We are local Independent Financial Advisers
having been established for 25 years,

We give advice on mortgages, investments,
pensions and protection products, and we
are here for All Times In Your Life. FOR AL TIES W YOUR LFE
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OUR PAPER

EDITORIAL

his time last year preparations for the National Eucharistic

Pilgrimage and Congress, ‘Adoremus’ were in Full swing. In
September around 10,000 people came together in Liverpool
to celebrate the Eucharist, in the Mass, in the Word, in a
Blessed Sacrament procession through the city, in music and
song, by taking part in workshops and listening to a variety
of speakers. The occasion was very special and was reported
widely by the media. But it takes work to keep the lame of
renewal still burning.

Within our own Diocese of Lancaster, thanks to the initiative
of Bishop Paul and the Education Service, Eucharistic
Adoration has been successfully introduced into our schools
and at parish level more and more people are engaging in
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Eucharistic Adoration through Holy Hours and Benediction.
Whilst the Mass is the pinnacle of our worship, Adoration of
the Eucharist outside Mass allows time for us to deepen our
faith and strengthen our relationship with the Lord. Without
this closeness to the Lord we cannot become the people He
wants us to be: a people of faith, a people that recognises our
human failings, a people of compassion, a people of care and
forgiveness reaching out not only to those around us but to
those on the fringes in equal measure.

The Catholic Voice hopes that the flame of renewal lit at
‘Adoremus’ 2018 continues to burn in our hearts so that we can
be the true witnesses of faith that are desperately needed in the
divided world we live in today.
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The Clamour of the Young
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Leaving an inhabitable
planet to future
generations is, first
and foremost, up to us.
99 (Pope Francis)

hroughout the world, young people are saying
“enough is enough”. They are demanding action
on climate change, not least through the school
strikes. Whether or not one agrees with the strikes
themselves, the clamour of the young is becoming
increasingly loud.

This is a generation that has been failed by its elders’
wholesale embracing of the consumerist lifestyles
over the last 50 years, consumerism which in its
present forms involves exploitation of both the
planet and the poor.

There is a great opportunity coming up for people of

all ages to have their voices heard on climate change.

On 26 June, there will be a mass lobby of Parliament,
organised by the Climate Change Coalition, of which
CAFOD is a founder member. We hope that, not only
will many adults from our parishes come, but also
any young people who have finished their academic
commitments for the year. Some schools may wish
to take a party of students as an Educational Visit.
Sadly, there may be many school students who would
love to come, but cannot.

However, there is an answer! We would like as
many young people, youth groups or schools as
possible to prepare something to send to their MPs
to tell them that they care passionately about the
world they will inherit and want their MP to do
something about it. This could be a piece of
artwork, a letter, a mini-petition or whatever

else their wonderful imaginations can think of.
Alternatively, schools could invite their local MP

to talk with pupils about climate change. Every

June 2019 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + 3

C
T rom

}--L.‘;..- i -l""k_r'=|r_-'Jilr---.j

our

little action helps to build a better world.

Pope Francis is telling us in no uncertain terms that
preventing an environmental catastrophe, and
tackling the destructive consumerism which lies

at the root of it, is now very much an issue for the
Church. Ouryoung people are seeing in the Church
something that they are not currently seeing in
either governments or the corporate world, namely
a passionate desire for environmental and social
justice.

Pope Francis’ call to care for our common home
resonates so clearly with Sir David Attenborough’s
pleas for radical action to save the planet. There is
resonance too between Sir David’s concerns about
the rate of extinction and the Pope’s eloquent lament
for species that will “no longer give glory to God by
their very existence”. We must embrace and support
ouryoung people in their quest for a better world -
the Church must be their friend.

10 years ago, in an almost unprecedented act of
unity, Parliament made the Climate Change Act
which committed the UK to meeting binding targets
for reducing CO2 emissions. It was a world first and
has now been copied by many nations. Our MPs, now
distracted by other matters, have largely forgotten
about it. They need an urgent reminder of what is
currently the most important challenge facing the
world. Let’s act now!

Lancaster Diocese Faith and Justice Commission

For further information or ideas contact Stephen
Garsed via email at: sgarsed@cafod.org.uk

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Whatever your budget, you neverzneed
to compromise on service or care

Local, friendly independent

Call today for mare endorms
o owr full rangpe of funeral

01253863022

www.jtbyrne.co.uk
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K&M Maintenance

Heating - Electrical - Building
Telephone: 01772 704530 Fax 01722 798801
Heating, Electrical and Building services across the North West of England

Gas

+ Emergency Boiler Repairs for all makes

+ Boiler Installations & servicing

+ Central Heating System repairs/upgrades/leaks

» New fitted Central Heating Systems

+ Landlord Gas Satety Certificates (CP12)

Electrical

« New consumer units supplied and fitted

= All emergency breakdowns * Power tripping

= New lighting « Additional sockets
* Faulty sockels * Rewiring

+ Qutdoor lighting/sockets

Building

» Extension work

= Alterations
 Conservalories

+ Fascias and Soffits

Established 20 years

* Driveways, paths and patios
* Double glazing

Prices
Boiler Service - £49 + VAT pius E10 for every additional apphance. -

Tel No: 01772 704530 Mobile: 07941 554730 Fax No:
01772 798801

Address: K & M Maintenance Services Lid,

Unit 8A, Electron Mill, Brook Street, Preston PR1 7NH
More information: www.kmmaintenance.co.uk
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o ver the Easter weekend, young
people from all over North-

West England, and beyond, gathered
at Castlerigg Manor for our Easter
Retreat. From Maundy Thursday to
Easter Sunday we journeyed together:
learning, reflecting on and then
celebrating the pinnacle of our faith,
Jesus’s death and resurrection to save
humanity from sin.

The theme for our retreat was “Christus
Resurrexit Sicut Dixit,” this translates from
Latin to English as “He is Risen as He said”.
This is the reality of Easter! We can often
just think of it as a nice story, or like
adrama we see on TV. But the events

of Holy Week: the Last Supper, the
Crucifixion, and the Resurrection, are not
just a story but a reality! Jesus is risen, as
he said he would be! What we celebrate

in Holy Week and at Easter, the last days
of Jesus’ life and his resurrection, are not
just events that we celebrate that week,
but that we remember, celebrate and get
hope from at every mass we go to and
every time we pray, reminding us of how
much Jesus loves us and continues to

do so.

We started our retreat on Maundy
Thursday, remembering Jesus’ Last
Supper and how Jesus washed the feet

of His disciples. In this moving Mass, Fr
John washed the feet of 12 young people.
This is a symbol of how Jesus, priests, and
indeed all Christians are not called to be
served, but to serve others. Washing the
feet of others is an act of humility.

After our Maundy Thursday Mass, we
processed with the Blessed Sacrament

| hadn’t expected it
to be life changing

had been praying in the chapel | came

so much closer to God. My faith grew
so much within a couple of hours. |
hadn’t gone there intentionally for
anything to change but a lot did.

Firstly | had been praying for my sister
who has struggled with addiction for
many years. | prayed for her to find
God and find peace, and then | prayed
for myself to find strength and to stay
positive and strong. It’s hard to stay
hopeful when trying to help someone
suffering with addictions. Then |
prayed for my partner to be happy as
he was struggling with depression
and was quite down at the time. Our
group leaders prayed over me during
this time.

| left the chapel in floods of tears of
relief - feeling that | had got everything
out. One of the leaders came to find me
with a book called “God’s Guide to Anti-
Depression” and | thought ‘oh great, now
they think I need help and I’'m depressed.’

But I went to one of the quiet rooms

at the front of the house and read the
book, and thought ‘hmm, yeah, that’s
about right” When | got home | had one
cigarette, last one in the packet, and
remembered the line in the book “He

has set fire and water before you; put

out your hand to whichever you prefer. A
human being has life and death before him,
whichever he prefers will be given to him”
(Ecclesiastes 15:16-17)

So | threw the packet away and that

was that (4 months ago). Then to my
amazement, | said to my partner ‘read this
book! So he read it, and joined the gym.
Then | said to my sister read this book!
She went to an AA meeting the following
night and then onto rehab, and is now in
recovery and going to Church!

So the book went in my bag to work
where | told a girl | work with about it
who gave it to her partner who began
counselling sessions shortly after to find
some long lost peace of his own.

So in one short trip to Castlerigg, God
answered all my prayers, gave me
strength hope and faith where | needed
it. | made new friends and spent some
amazingly peaceful time, being able to
connect with God and not have any daily
disturbances.

Thankyou to those who support
our Alpha group and to everyone at
Castlerigg Manor. It’s an amazing
place to be.

: ing and Purpose for this

to ourvery own Garden of Gethsemane.
On the night before he died, Jesus went
with His disciples to the garden, where
he prayed for the courage to do what
He knew he had to: sacrifice Himself for
us all. We spent some time in reflection,
song and prayer in the Garden, praying
with Jesus as He asked His disciples to.

On Good Friday, we heard about the
importance of Good Friday and why we
say it’s good. This day represents a day
of mourning and great sorrow, but also
of an immense act of love! He showed
that to the people he met on his way to
Calvary, fargiving the thief beside him
when crucified, until his last breath.

Jesus reminds us that even when life
throws challenges at us, we must and can
remain in love and faith till the very end.

We joined the local parish for our Good
Friday service: many of us were involved
in reading, serving and in the choir. The
beautiful weather we enjoyed while
walking through the Stations of the Cross
in the Castlerigg gardens reminded us of
the great contrast between the sadness
of Good Friday but the glory and hope
that awaited us in the coming days!

On Holy Saturday, we heard from Rachael
about the importance of waiting.

We so often demand to have things
immediately, be it food or our ASOS
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delivery or the latest updates on social
media. But on this Saturday, all we can do
is wait. Just as Mary and the disciples did:
they didn’t know what was coming, all
they could do was trust in God.

In the evening came the main event: The
Easter Vigil! This is my favourite Mass

of the whole year: it’s so dramatic! We
start gathered around a bonfire outside
church, to bless and light the Easter
candle. The church, which yesterday was
so empty of life and light, is now full of
candles, beautiful bright flowers, and
crisp white linen instead of the mournful
purple. Alleluia! Praise God! He is risen! In
the readings we hear a lot from the Old
Testament, including Moses leading the
Israelites through the Red Sea to escape
from Pharaoh. All of the Old Testament is
leading to this point, this holy night when
Jesus rose from the dead. After the Vigil,
we gathered back at Castlerigg to have a
party, featuring cake, dancing and some
funky bow ties!

The Easter Retreat brought us closer

to Jesus: we are witnesses to that
Resurrection, and we have a mission to
proclaim the Gospel, bringing the hope
and joy that our faith gives us to others.

We enjoyed the friendships, laughter, and
joy we experienced with the young people
over Easter and pray for them that they
will bring God’s love to the people they
will encounter.

A week we’ll
never forget

B ackin 2005, on a year eleven
residential stay at Castlerigg Manor
with our high school, Cardinal Allen,

a cocky 15 year old boy sat me down

on some red chairs on the landing and
asked me to be his girlfriend. Luckily for
him, | said yes. Fast forward fourteen
years and that same person is now my
husband. We got married in 2014 and
we have two beautiful boys- Nathaniel
and Alexander.

We often come to Keswick and drive past
Castlerigg and reminisce about our week
there. It’s a week we will never forget.
Castlerigg will always hold a very special
place in our hearts and we will always
have it to thank for the fact we have each
other! So thank you Castlerigg!
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Fifty Years at Castlerigg

019 is the 50th anniversary of the Youth

Service moving to Castlerigg Manor, and
stories have been coming in from far and wide. It is
amazing to hear how a retreat at Castlerigg Manor
has touched so many people’s lives, and how fond
your memories are.

To celebrate this anniversary Bishop Paul is joining
us for a barbeque at Castlerigg Manor on Sunday
7th July. We hope that as many people as possible
will join us, whether you are a keen supporter, have
memories of a retreat here, last year or fifty years
ago, or maybe are still looking forward to coming.
Everyone is welcome and, although donations would
be appreciated, there is no charge —we just ask that

Support our Work

you let us know you are coming: email
team3castleriggmanor.co.uk or phone
017687 72711.

For the rest of the year we hope to include in this
page your memories and pictures of Castlerigg (or
its predecessor, Lakeside House). More will be posted
on our website: www.castleriggmanor.co.uk

IFyou came to Castlerigg as a young person
whetherin 1969, 2019 or any of the intervening
years, we'd be delighted to hear from you. What
do you remember of the experience and how has it
touched your life? Please get in touch at team?@
castleriggmanor.co.uk

Please help us to continue the work of the Youth Service. Ifyou feel you might be able to help in
any way please getiin touch. IfFyou are able to make a donation this would be greatly appreciated:
www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/donate And most importantly, please keep us in your prayers.

June 2019 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + 5

7th July - Barbeque

To celebrate our fiftieth year at Castlerigg. Keep the date!

25th July - 3rd August - Lourdes

The Youth Section will travel over land to join the diocesan
pilgrimage in Lourdes. Each year the service offered by young
people makes it possible for others to make this pilgrimage,
but it is also a moment of grace for the young people, spending
time in this holy place. Open to young people in year 10+, £585.
Bookings are also open for the main (adult) section of the
pilgrimage, we are looking for adults to work with the Youth.

For more information about all of the above, and for bookings,
please see the What’s On section of our website:

www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/new-events/

MEAR

Est. 1802

We are one of the largest family owned
flooring retailers in the North West of England

Massive showroom open to the public
Mon-5at 9am-5.30pm Sun 10am-4pm

Large selection of room size remnants

.M!Jl: LB
1 . “_._?';.f'--, -

H Mears ( Furnishers) Ltd
The Oaks Business Park, Longridge Road,
Ribbleton, Preston, Lancashire PR2 5BQ
Tel 01772 701033
Fax 01772 653646

To advertise please contact
Charlotte on 07932 248225
or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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Yo ur Le tte rs Dear Editor,

Dear Editor,

I wrote this poem for our Parish
Newsletter as my ‘mission’ was to spread
joy amongst the congregation. The
poem was very well received and | was
encouraged to send it to you.

Send us your letters:

Write to: The Editor,

99, Commonside, Ansdell,

Lytham St. Annes, FY8 4D).

Email to: voiceletters®hotmail.co.uk

| am from the Parish of St. Wulstan’s &

* Please keep your letters concise St. Edmund’s in Fleetwood
(max 300 words),

* Include your full name and address

e Letters should not include any
personal criticism or attacks

* The editorreserves the right to:
- amend or shorten letters or to
refuse to publish them (no
correspondence to discuss decisions
taken will be entered into)
- publish a response if deemed
appropriate

The Lord is There

The Lord is the answer

He listens and hears,

to the good & the bad,
through our laughter & tears.
No matter the problem
He’ll always be there,

often showing us signs

of His love & His care.
Believe in the prayers

we offer each day,

for the Lord knows we believe
in our own special way.

His love it exudes &

His kindness embalms
believe He is there with

His outstretched arms.
Each one of us can please
Him & show that we care,
by the prayers that we offer
& the love that we share.

Sarah Wade

St Pius X Catholic
Preparatory School

True breadth of opportunity in North Preston
for boys and girls aged 2-11

RECOGNISED LEADERS IN CATHOLIC

EARLY YEARS & JUNIOR EDUCATION
Private Education and Development Awards 2019

GOLD STANDARD BEACON SCHOOL
SMSC Quality Mark Awards 2019

PREPARATORY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR
iStudy Education Awards 2018-2019

NATIONAL
AWARD-WINNER

St Pius X

SEPTEMBER 2019: limited places are available in some year groups

FREE MINIBUS SERVICE: pick-up points in Lancaster & adjacent areas
ENVIABLE REPUTATION: EYFS progression to Grammar School place
100% PASS RATE: entrance exams to independent senior schools

SMALL CLASSES: prized academic, sporting & artistic achievement

ARRANGE YOUR TOUR NOW
Visit: stpiusx.co.uk
Call: 01772 719937 / 713630
Email: enquiries@st-piusx.lancs.sch.uk
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Dear Editor,

What a wonderful Editorial there was in the April edition of the Catholic Voice. To read
such candid comments in a Catholic newspaper about the Church is, quite frankly,
astonishing (and surprising).

Of particular relevance is the recognition that many devout Catholics have been so
appalled at the child abuse scandal that they no longer feel able to remain as part of
the Church.

Some will claim that the abuse was the result of human weakness, but the subsequent
cover-ups were ‘institutional” hypocrisy and unforgivable.

The cancer of paedophilia flourished in the Church for many, many years and was
allowed to continue by those at the highest level. We should remember that concern
about the abuse was being expressed for a long time but was arrogantly dismissed by
the Church.

The Church is now facing up to the scandal following a public outcry and Government
action and this is to be welcomed.

Respectfully yours,
J.A. Brown, Preston

Dear Editor,

In a doubly interesting May edition of the Catholic Voice | thought | was looking|
at a [photo of Fr Slattery (of Thistleton Lodge, Underley Hail et al) on Page 3 But

it was seemingly Bishop Paul Swarbrick. There’s obviously a retired priest in
Milnthorpe available if the Bishop requires allook-alike to stand in for him!
Canon John Gibson’s appearance has changéd rather more than his erstwhile
Greek and PE teacher of Thistleton Lodge / Underley Hall, but there again
haven’t we all.

Murning the pagesto Page 10, | read about Fr Tom Dakin’s early days at Underley
Hall taking pupils out on trips in his car. This too, reminds me of Fr Slattery

and a trip to Hutton Roofiin a three-wheeler Bond mini-car with several other
classmates. And | feel sure that ‘the priest thélt taught French’ at Underley pre
1963 would be Hugh Kay, who invariably bounced into the classroom with the
greeting| “Bonjourimes petite chous’. We were all very green in those days.

Thank you for reviving the memaries of thase happy days of over fifty years ago.

Yours Sincerely
Gordon Arkwright, Torrisholme
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Celebrating 25 years as a Bernardine Sister

ister Michaela Toulmin celebrated her Silver Jubliee with
Mass in a packed Chapel consisting of her community,
family and friends at the Monastery of Our Lady of Hyning.

Fr. Anthony Keefe was the principal celebrant and preached the
homily recounting Sr. Michaela’s early life at school in Lancaster.
During the Mass Sister Michaela renewed her monastic
profession: I, Sister Michaela Toulmin promised twenty-five
years ago, stability, conversion of life and obedience according
to the rule of St Benedict and our Constitutions. | confirm my
profession today, in thanksgiving for the past and with humble
confidence for the future, sustained by the mercy of God and the
prayer of my Sisters.

After Mass guests were treated to a splendid buffet lunch.
Arrangements for seating were organised with military
precision, each area being colour coded which ensured
everyone was fully catered for.

Christ the King
Catholic High School

Lawrence Avenue, Frenchwood,

Preston PR1 4PR

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC
ACADEMY

Headteacher Mr I Callagher

Tel: (01772) 252072 Fax: (01772) BR5674
Email: reception® ctk Jancs.sch.uk
Weh: http:/www.etk Jancs.schauk

St. Walburga’s Road,

Black | "
Ff;; 5‘;‘(’? Cardinal Allen
Catholic High School
Headteacher: Melbourne Avenue, Fleetwood

Mr Simon Eccles FY7 BAY

Headteacher : Andrew Cafferkey
Tel: 01253 396286

Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk Tel : 01253 872659

E-mail ; head@cardinalallen.co.uk

b’l.
€9,
S
Our Lady and St. Patrick’s Catholic
Ennardale Food ® Margerl ® Cumbria * CAS BHN

W 000 812587 = B hendiut-put-maryort cambria sh b
Wieknita www of-pal-margort cambria sch ub

St Peter’s Catholic

Primary School
Norfolk Hoad, Lytham FY8 4JG

Headteacher: Mrs Heyes

Tel: 01253 734658
E: head@st-peters-pri.lancs.sch.uk

Headtuachur Mrs J Hamgaen
Asatant Head: M H Ling

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School
Gatstang Road, Fubwood, Preston PR2 BRD. stplusx.co.uk

For boys and girls aged 2 - 11

PREPARE - BELIEVE - SUCCEED
Serving your child’s heart, mind and soul
through true breadth of opportunity

Tours can be arranged with the Headmaster
by calling 01772 719937 or 01772 713630.

A private bus service is available with several
pick-up points for pupils living along the route
from Lancaster and Leyland.

Sr Michaela and
her great niece.

Sr Michaela with
her celebration
cakes, chocolate,
lemon and
coconut.

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall | fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my lgfe, of whom shall | be afraid?

We would Iike to thank these
schools for always supporting
the paper.

GONG ALL HEADTEACHERS
& RE CO-ORDINATORS

" Lesson Plans
Homework Sheets

Classroom Resources

Mﬂuﬁi - ETF8.00 fur tha year [£29.95 per tysoal
Conlact 5 now on 11440 130399 or 5¢bsols(: machnawsiaper.com

If your school
would like to do
the same please
contact Charlotte
on 07932 248225
or 01440 730399

or email
charlotter@
cathcom.org to
book your advert

Together in One Body

CORPUS CHRISTI
CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOL

Headteacher: Mr David Hubbard

St Vincent's Road, Preston PR2 8QY
Telephone 01772 716912
Email admin@ccc.lancs.sch.uk

www.ccc.lancs.sch.uk
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Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,
Lancashire PR2 3SQ
Headteacher: Mr Nigel Ranson
Tel: 01772 326900
Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
‘Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher?
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance
(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic
primary and secondary schools and post-16
colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School
with a shared vision and commitment to providing
first class, professional development for trainee
teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact: 01772 326931
Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
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Newman
Catholic
School

1L B
YEAR 5 OPEN EVENING

Tuesday 25th June 2019
4.30pm - 8.30pm

Visit us at our temporary site - Silverdale Road, Carlisle, CA1 3RQ

For further information contact us:
Telephone: 01228 404942  Fax: 01228 404943
www.newman.cumbria.schuk  E-mail: officeffnewman.cumbria.sch.uk

Sisters of Charity'
of Jesus and Mary
' (SC/M)

ather Triest directed us specially

to care for the poor, the sick, the
education of children and young
people, devoting ourselves to all kinds
of charitable works in order to restore
people to their human dignity and to
help young and old in their many needs.

In 1888 our first convent in England

was established in Tottington, Bury, the
Sisters named it ‘Hollymount’. Here the
Sisters cared for abandoned children and
babies. ‘Hollymount’was lovingly called
‘The Home on the Hill’ by the girls and boys
when they returned years later to visit the
Sisters. Since then several Houses have
been established in England and Ireland,
nursing and teaching.

In 1892 ten young Sisters went to the
Congo, in fact, they were the very first
European Sisters to go there, where they
cared for lepers, the sick and taught in
schools. Soon after this Sisters went

to India to set up schools and to care

for the sick. Since then we have spread
throughout Asia, Africa, Holland, England
and Ireland.

In 1949, | and several other young
women, entered the noviciate in
Hertfordshire.

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

A group of Sisters

resident at
Stella Matutina in
Lytham St Annes.

There was a very strict rule of silence
broken only by an hour of recreation after
lunch and again after supper. | did not
find the discipline so hard as | was in the
army before entering the convent.

The hardest thing was, perhaps, that we
would never be able to go home.

Now, however, since Vatican Council Il in
the 1960’s we are able to go home and to
enjoy a holiday.

These days, in 2019, we, in the Anglo/
Irish Province, mostly do not live in large
communities but rather in two’s and
three’s, spread throughout England and
Ireland. In Lytham St Annes we have a
Care Home, Stella Matutina, managed by
Lay Staff, here there is a community of
eight Sisters, all retired.

The Religious life is very different now. |
think the personal responsibility of living
a dedicated, simple lifestyle requires
much more prayer, discernment and
commitment than when we followed a
very strict rule and regime.

Our central government is in Brussels,
Belgium, where our Mother General, an
Indian Sister, has four Councillors — two
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from Africa, one from SriLanka and one
from India. These were all voted in at the

General Chapter, 2017, a very important
Meeting of Sisters from every Province/
Region of the Congregation. This Chapter
takes place every 6 years. It is a grace
filled time, the primary objective being

to keep alive and vibrant the SCJM
charism in the world today and to foster
communion within the Congregation.

The theme of the last Chapterin 2017
was “feed my lambs, feed my sheep”.

Our Province, the Anglo/Irish Province,
is governed by a Provincial and three
Councillors.

Sisters are voted in every four years.

After every General Chapter a Provincial
Chapter follows. All Sisters of the
Province are invited. We pray over and
discern the decisions and orientations
decided on at the General Chapter.

The four orientations decided on for
our way of life in the future present

us with a certain way of being and
acting, propelling us into a life of hope,
challenge, change, conversion and
transformation.

These orientations are:

* AnIntegrated Lifestyle

* A Weaving Solidarity and Communion
* Discerning Creatively for Mission

* Servant Leadership

We are urged to take to heart these
orientations, so that we can be enriched
by gospel values, and bring these values
to our interactions with the realities

of today’s world and our concerns for

our Common Home. Sadly, because of
circumstances we do not have a noviciate
in Europe.

Ifany person wanted to enter the
noviciate they would have to go to

either Asia or Africa where we have
noviciates and formation houses. If

you are interested please write to: The
Mother General, Rue St. Bernard 25, 1060
Brussels, Belgium.

* Founded by Father Peter Triest in
Belgium, on 4 November 1803.

* The Congregation was approved by
His Holiness Pope Pius VIl on
9 September 1816,

* Itis aReligious Institute of
Pontifical Right.

* Ourmottois “God is Love”.
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CARDINAL
COLLEGE

At Cardinal Newman College we offer a
fantastic opportunity for graduates who
are looking to get into teaching. Our
Initial Teacher Training programme run
in conjunction with the Catholic Teaching
Alliance, awards students with a PGCE in
Education (Secondary Subject) with QTS
upon completion.

For more information, please visit:

Cardinal Newman College
e CATHOLIC
TEACHING
@1 ® ALLANCE
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Boarbank Hall

Canonesses of St Augustine
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone

a4 b

Prayer « Community « Hospitality
« Care of the poor and sick

Contact: Sr Marian

Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands,
Cumbria, LA11 7NH

Telephone: 015395 32288

Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

(SELF STORAGE)

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs
Competitive Rates
From as little as £5§ per
week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage
Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,

Forton
Tel: 01524 791837

K www.curlytailstorage.co.uk /

TANGNET TONKS

The Pilgrim's Choice
Join the Diocesan of Lancaster
Lourdes Pilgrimage
Under the leadership of
Bishop Paul Swarbrick

2019 theme - "Blessed are the poor”
' - T N )

. + ' o g " " -Iu
By air - from £865 per person
Details on request
26th July - 2nd August

www.tangney-tours.com/lancaster
Lourdes by air - From Manchester

Fatima by air - From London Heathrow
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80ct |7 Nights (ks

an S0 @ I

#.._Have you been meaning w make 3
will

it vwever got voumad o ki
Dy yomn ovm pnperny®

e @

P -rﬂ.\h'lllll will Are your children llﬂlilt"r 18#
YWriters & Estatc l - Are '\1V|:I.H\ll'l'h.‘1. by
P‘I mursing home fees?

anners — | Mikght your estate be liahle

or Taxh

“ ”»
I the: answer w any of the above is YES then we can help

e forlixes for: Wikl sonad Probaee, J‘.nr.'rr.v P of Alvormin)
Froperty & Iiscretiomary Trusts, Faneral Plans
call Malcolm Nightingale Fora FREE home visi
01539 737400 or 07831 562262
5. Windermere Hoad. Kendal

ister Mary Gabriel celebrated her simple profession on

Saturday 23rd February at the Monastery of Our Lady of
Hyning. The celebration took place during Mass, the main
celebrant being Fr)ohn Gibson, our local parish priest, who
had received Sister Mary Gabriel into the Roman Catholic
Church at Hyning, on the eve of Pentecost 2013, two years
before she joined the monastic community as a postulant in
August 2015.

Sister Mary Gabriel originates from Bavaria and her family and
close friends came from Germany to join us for the occasion.

Fr. Ambrose OSB from Ampleforth Abbey gave the homily,
surprising our guests by beginning in fluent German before
reverting to English. He spoke about this new step in Sister Mary
Gabriel’s life, being a door opening out towards others in charity
and true life. He also said that each one of us is called and
chosen. For her profession booklet Sister Mary Gabriel chose the
theme of light using the quote from St John’s Gospel; “l am the
light of the world”, says the Lord, “Anyone who follows me will have
the light of life.”

Sister Mary Helen, our Prioress General, received the vows that
Sister Mary Gabriel has taken for three years. The prayer over
the newly professed is particularly thought provoking; ‘Look
with love, we beseech you, O Lord, on Sister Mary Gabriel, who
today consecrates herself to you, by making monastic profession,
according to the Rule of St Benedict. In your mercy, grant that her
life with you will glorify your name and contribute to the salvation
of the world.

A reception followed the Mass which included the speech and
the cutting of the cake. Sister Mary Gabriel thanked everybody

for coming from far and near to join her for herprofession.

Sr. Mary Gabriel’s faith journey has had many different facets.
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She was brought up as a Lutheran and studied home economics
in Bavaria. While working in catering she had the opportunity
of working in a Benedictine Monastery located on the island of
Frauenchiemsee and came in contact with one of the sisters
who encouraged her in her spiritual life.During this time Sister
Mary Gabriel was thinking about being received into the
Catholic Church. In 2012 she came to England as an ‘au pair’
to improve her English before returning to Germany after six
months. Wanting to return again to England, she looked on the
internet for work experience as a volunteer in a monastic guest
house for three months and contacted several monasteries
including Hyning. When she got the offer from Hyning she
thought to herself; “Do I really want to go up so far north..?”

However despite the distance she accepted the opportunity

and came to Hyning in October 2012. The three months spent
there extended to two years, during which time she deepened
her prayer life including the celebration of the Divine Office and
received instruction in the catholic faith from Sister Hilda. This
time spent, allowed Sister Mary Gabriel to grow in independence
and to participate in events outside the monastery. After being
received into the Catholic Church she began to feel a calling

to the religious life and attended two monastic encounter
weekends. In September 2014 she spent a gap year as a
Vincentian volunteer in Glasgow, which gave her an insight into
working with the poor and disadvantaged. She lived with other
young Christians in a small household and received spiritual
formation offered by the Daughters of Charity. During this time
she kept up the communication with a sister at Hyning and
looked at other religious communities. After serious discernment
she asked to join the Bernardine Cistercians at Hyning.

For those interested, our next encounter weekend takes place
on 5th -7th July forwomen and men in their 20s and 30s. Please
contact hyningbookings@yahoo.co.uk for further details.
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Ten students at Cardinal Newman College will be heading
off for the trip of a lifetime for a pilgrimage to Lourdes,
with a little help from the Lark Hill Association.

The Association, is a group of former pupils of Lark Hill Convent
School for Girls, the School that was on the site of Cardinal
Newman before it became a Sixth Form College in 1978.

Each year the Association gifts the students who are

making the Pilgrimage to Lourdes some money to contribute
towards the cost of the trip. Yesterday the ten students

were awarded a cheque by Pauline Drake, from the Lark Hill
Association. This years’ lucky recipients will be heading off to
Lourdes to make the Pilgrimage during the summer holidays,

School celebrates Ofsted ‘Good’

Oféted

Provider

upils and staff at Corpus Christi Catholic High School,
Preston, are celebrating after inspectors rated the school
‘good’ in all areas.

Inspectors judged the Fulwood school to be a school with
serious weaknesses in 2013 and then gave the school ‘requires
improvement’in both 2014 and 2016.

When Ofsted visited the school for two days at the end

of February they commended leaders and governors for
workingtenaciously to raise standards in those areas that
required improvement. They said that leaders have created a
strong and supportive community where pupils feel safe, valued
and cared for by staff.

Inspectors recognised that the quality of teaching, learning
and assessment has improved considerably since the last
inspection. The inspection report states that ‘Teachers have
high expectations and they expect the best from pupils. As a result,

b "
get help for-ourd

B CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC H 1 100

‘This is a good school
Ofc:ted 2019
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spending a week in the town in the Southwest of France.

Lourdes is a major Catholic pilgrimage site. Each year,

millions of people visit the Grotto of Massabielle (Grotto of

the Apparitions) where, in 1858, the Virgin Mary appeared to a
local woman. In the grotto, pilgrims can drink or bathe in water
flowing from a spring.

The trip which is organised through the Lancaster and
Liverpool Diocese and publicised through the College’s
Chaplaincy Department, will enable the students to help
them to develop spiritually and feel closer to God. We wish
them a safe and happy journey and hope they enjoy their
experience.

13

'F'h..,. I -

pupils have positive attitudes to learning. They want to do well’.

The report shows that inspectors were impressed by the school’s
pupils. Their good manners, their good behaviour, their respect
for each other and their keenness to learn were all praised by
inspectors.

Outcomes were also graded good and inspectors noted that
since the last inspection, the progress made by pupils at key
stage 4 has improved significantly, particularly for the most
able. The report also recognises that GCSE results for the last
two years demonstrate a strong trajectory of improvement.

Headteacher David Hubbard said, ‘we are delighted that Ofsted
have judged our school to be good in all areas. The report is
overwhelmingly positive and strongly demonstrates how much we
have changed our school together as a team over the last few years,
particularly since our last inspection’

John Scarborough Marketing & Communications Officer

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm

Serving our community for over 100 years

g . 259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
_* ]| Tel: 01772 788020
W www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Sean Crilley Funeral Directors

= 24 hour Personal Service
* Private Chapels of Rest
* Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
* Memorial Consultants
For personal attention and professional
advice, dav and night, call Sean

78 Brook Street, Carlisle, CA1 2HX ¢ 3
o (01228) 544905 § %)

Martin'
artin's

The Funeral Directors

188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston
1, Swmiebridee Parade, Preston R
Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprietor W, Martin Wooltlon

sl , Lomgridge

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
The complete funeral service

from a private family owned
and run firm

LATHAM.

FUNERAL SERVICE LT DI

David Pope dip.FD MBIED
Funeral Director

A fresh and
modern
approach t
uneral
planning

42 Clifton Street
Lytham

FY8 5SEW

Tel. 01253 733909
www.lythamfuneralservice.co.uk
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Fr Kenny at his Ordination.

A Good
Shepherd

Our Lady’s Catholic High School
St. Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 3SQ.

Chaplain

Grade 7 Points 19 to 25 £24,779 - £28,785 (pro rata)

Required from September 2019. Permanent, 37 Hours per Week, Term Time plus 1 Week

The Govemning Body of this outstanding 11-16 mixed Catholic High School invite applications for the post
of Chaplain. The successful candidate will be a practising Catholic with a strong personal faith and the
capacity to serve the pastoral and spiritual needs of staff and pupils in our school. The Chaplain will
provide witness to the Gospel by sharing in the joys, hopes and the sorrows of members of our school
expected to support the life of faith of our Catholic pupils, initiating and encouraging evangelisation, as
well as encouraging and supporting the faith development of those of other faiths.

If you would like to visit our school prior to submitting an application please contact:
Mrs Pam Bilshorrow, Headteacher’s PA, pbi@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Closing date: Thursday 6 June 2019 at 12 Noon.
Interviews: Tuesday 18 June 2019

An application pack and further details can be obtained from the school website www.olchs.lanes.schouk
or by contacting Our Lady’s Catholic High School, St. Anthony's Drive, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 35().
Tel: 01772 326913

Rehabilitation
The post you are applying for is covered by the Rehabilitation of Offenders (Exceptions) Act 1975, If
successful yvou will be required to apply to the Disclosure and Barring Service for a "disclosure’.

fr Kenny in uniform.
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William Kenny

.

2 Obituary Announcements:

s the Nation marks the 75th
Anniversary of D Day on 6th June
and then various anniversaries that led
to the end of the Second World War, it
is important to remember the sacrifice
made by many of our clergy who spent
time as Chaplains to Armed Forces and
particularly those who lost their lives in
action.

Tucked away in the archives of the
Carlisle Council 60 of the Knights of

St Columba was a cutting from the
Lancaster Catholic Voice of June 1995
with a letter from Bishop John Brewer
concerning Fr James Kenny who in turn
had been a Member of Honour of the KSC
back in the late 1930’s. Nothing special
about that | thought until | started to
research Fr James William Kenny a little
further to discover a war hero involved in
the D Day Landings 75 years ago in 1944
and the Rhine crossing in March 1945.

James William Kenny was one of 3 sons
the others being Bernard and Thomas,
of James and Matilda Kenny of St Helier’s
Road, Blackpool. Mrs Kenny will have
brought up her children on her own as
her husband had been killed in action in
Egypt during WW1. James attended St
Joseph’s School in Blackpool and went
on to the seminary at Ushaw College in
County Durham. He was ordained on
29th July 1939 at English Martyrs in
Preston and appointed assistant priest
to MgrR L Smith at Our Lady and St
Joseph’s Church in Carlisle and was an
honorary Chaplain to the troops

at Carlisle Castle. Mrs Jo Widdowson
recounts her childhood days when
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The Blackpool War Memorial.

Fr Kenny organised the Youth Club

in Waterton Hall and outings for the
children; another elderly parishioner
remembers him leading the May
processions round the grounds at
Warwick Square. But Europe was at war
and before long priests were being called
up to serve as Chaplains in the Armed
Forces. Fr Kenny was one of 2 priests
called up from Carlisle, the other being
Fr Peter Firth from an adjacent Parish. Fr
Kenny joined the 6th Airborne Division in
August 1943 and trained alongside the
“Paras” over the next few months. As D
Day approached, Fr Kenny was deployed

Lark Hill Associatign

The AGM and Mass will be held at
Cardinal Newman College
on Saturday 29th June 2019
at2.00 p.m.
Further details
01772 863423 01253 733985

g:ﬁnuhﬂ&“bnﬂl
CONVENT OF OUR ﬁ
LADY OF FIDELITY.

contnct Sister Bernadette

Mature oocm isns ol
Hil.l Upper Norwood, LONDON SE19 1RS
one 07760 I'u a:m '.'H 557'1

with the Airborne Brigade and a few days
after D Day parachuted into France. At
the Battle of Caen he was in the thick of
the action, administering the Sacraments
to the dying and wounded. It is recorded
that at the Battle of Caen he carried a
wounded soldier on his back to safety
after they had been cut off. Bishop John
Brewer thought of him on VE Day 1995
linked this to St John’s Gospel 10.27 “Not
one of them would be lost”. What was

left of the 6th Airborne Brigade after

D Day recovered to England and was
re-equipped and prepared for further
action. On Palm Sunday 1945 Carrying

lodge.org

Find us on: Face k| Twitter |Instagram

June 2019 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + 13

The St Joseph’s School Memorial
F r‘ s B

the Blessed Sacrament, Fr Kenny dropped
into the hands of the enemy opposition
at the Rhine crossing and was killed,
“Laying down his life for his sheep”. All
three Kenny brothers served in WW?2; it is
believed that they both survived.

Mrs Anne Liddell records “Father Kenny
was well known to her mother and her sister
Wynne Horseman during his time at Our
Lady & St Joseph’s. Wynne went to stay with
Fr Kenny’s mother for a while after his death
and later Mrs Liddell’s parents took the
family for a holiday in Blackpool and stayed
with Mrs Kenny. In 2001 Wynne Horseman

LOURDES

PILGRIMAGES 2019

2019 UK DEPARTURES
01JULY | 7 NIGHTS

From Glasgow

05 JULY | 6 NIGHTS

From Leeds-Bradford

12 JULY | 7 NIGHTS

From Edinburgh

12 JULY | 7 NIGHTS

From Glasgow

19 JULY | 7 NIGHTS

From Liverpool

25 JULY | 6 NIGHTS

From Manchester

G
from £E749pp

» Full religious programme fed
by Spiritual Director

» Direct return flight to Lourdes Airport

41 520 8790

wiwiw joewokibtours.ooeh

was 90, she was treated to a holiday to
Cologne to fulfil 3 ambitions including

a wish to visit Fr Kenny’s grave at the
Reichswald Forest Cemetery in Germany.”

On Blackpool’s War Memorial are
recorded two James William Kenny’s. Fr
Kenny’s father is on the Roll of Honour
for WW1 and Fr James William Kenny’s
name appears in the WW?2 listings. He is
also amongst all those remembered at
Our Lady of Lourdes Church in Blackpool
which was built by the Diocese to
commemorate VE and V) Day.

Tony Parrini, St Augustine’s Carlisle

. The

Latin Mass Soclety

Far tha Promabion of tha Tradillonal Roman Rita

Mass Listings — June 2019

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool
Mondays: 12.00 noon; Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass
Saturdays: 10.30 am Low Mass
Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Thursday 20th June, Corpus Christi:
High Mass at 7.00 pm
Friday 28th June, Sacred Heart:
Low Mass at 7.00 pm
Saturday 29th June, SS Peter & Paul:
Sung Mass at 10.30 am

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass
Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass
Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass
Friday 28th June, Sacred Heart:
Sung Mass at 12 noon

. Friday 14th June at 7.00 pm
) Whit Frida
Sizergh Castle Chapel, Sizergh, Nr Kendal

L Sunday 16th June at 3.00 pm
Feast of the Most Holy Trinity
St Mary's Hornby

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road,
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancaster@Ims.org.uk

Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com
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he readings today are unusual for

a Requiem Mass, but because we
are in the Octave of Easter we are using
those readings. During this week after
Easter we are working our way through
the Acts of the Apostles, In that 1st
reading we hear Peter saying “I have
neither silver or gold but | will give you
what | have”. It sums up the generosity
that is demanded of priests. Good
priests will give themselves to their
people - often without thinking of
themselves. Itis simply what they do.

R.1.P.
Mgr.
Michael
Tully

Michael Joseph Tully was one of

these priests. He gave himself to his
parishioners and to those hundreds

who came to him in need of help from
the Marriage tribunal. He was born on
3rd May 1938 in Blackpool only child

of Teresa and Jack Tully — baptised in St.
Cuthbert’s he attended John Vianney
Primary before going to Thistleton Lodge
in 1949 one of the early intakes. From
there he went to Ushaw — in the wilds of
County Durham —and escaped to the
English College Rome from 1957 to 1964.
He was Ordained on the 27th October
1963 by Cardinal Heard in the English
College Chapel.

His first appointment — like so many of
that generation —was to the staff of the
Junior Seminary at Underley Hall, where |
think he taught English, Latin, Greek but
definitely Cricket. (I'm told that he was
better at the latter). Then 1966 saw him
back in Rome for further studies at the
Gregorian University. While there he was
asked to translate the new Eucharistic
prayers from Latin into English. His
translation became the consultation and
study text. (Perhaps this explains why he

tella Matutina is situated just minutes away from Faihaven Lake,
Ansdell shops and Lytham Windmill

We provide a homely, caring atmosphere, respecting your individuality, dignity
and privacy. The Home has its own chapel where we hold Daily Mass and Rosary.

= Short/long term and respite care

= Overlooking the sea

= Set in extensive grounds

* Comfortable communal rooms

= All bedrooms single and en-suite

* Home cooked food (all diets catered for)
= Range of activities and outings

* Caring and experienced staff (99% NVQ qualified)
Call on us at anytime for a viewing or ring for further details

Stella Matutina Care Home
16 Clifton Drive

Ansdell
Lytham St Annes
FYB 5RQ
@ - Manager— Dawn Ward ( ‘}
Tel: 01253 734834 =

bl b e email: manager@scjm.org INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

was not overly impressed with our latest
English translations.)

He had his first Parish Appointment, to
St. Mary’s Morecambe, in 1968. He and
Greg Turner were curates together, and
this was one of the happiest times of

his priestly life. He threw himself into
Parish Life with energy and enthusiasm —
starting a youth Club which had Masses
celebrated at the summit of various

Lake District mountains —and initiating
discussion groups to help people come to
terms with the new Vatican Il documents.

He managed to stay in Morecambe till
1982 when he was appointed parish
Priest here at St. Bernadette’s. He worked
hard in this Parish — taking a great
interest in the School —and drawing up
plans to re-order the church, demolish
the tower, and dispose of the surplus
land. | joined him here in 1985 as a lodger
and though we could sometimes go for
several days without seeing each other
—Saturday night dinner was sacrosanct —
usually cooked by Teresa Gardner.

In 1989 he moved to SS Mary and James
Scorton. His many other duties meant
that he felt he couldn’t do justice to the
needs of this parish, he thought that
something smaller would be better, and
there he stayed till his retirement in
2013.

| don’t think that Canon Law was ever
Michael’s first love — but in 1974 Bishop
Foley persuaded him to join the Diocesan
Marriage Tribunal, and he became the
Judicial Vicar in 1976 till his retirement.

In these 37 years he established a highly
respected and very professional Diocesan
tribunal, employing lay people and
clergy, making sure that its officers had
the training they needed and working
tirelessly for the benefit of the many
people that came to the Tribunal for help.
Justice Delayed is Justice Denied was his
motto.

He was always conscious in the early
years that he held no Canon Law degree,
as was being demanded by Rome - so
when Heythrop began to offeran MA in
Canon Law Michael was one of the first to
sign up. He enjoyed the necessary trips to
London but declared that one of the best
thing about the course was that he had
used it to obtain a Readers Pass for the
British Library. Later on he lectured on
the course for a little while.

He was a long time member of the Canon
Law Society and also a member of the
American Canon Law Society — where he
made many friends.

Michael could be very defensive about
“his” tribunal. When Bishop Brewer took
over the Diocese in 1985 he wrote to him
saying that, as ‘He’had a degree in Canon
Law, he wished to make it his custom

to review the decisions of the Tribunal.
Michael requested an appointment. |
don’t know what was said in the meeting
—but the idea was instantly abandoned.

Michael had a flair for languages, he was
a great organiser and he loved to travel.
Over the years “Tully’s Tours” took pilgrims
to the Holy Land, to Rome and to Lourdes.
He arranged for members of the tribunal
to travel to Rome to meet the officers in
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the Curia, and managed to get them into
Pope John Paul’s private chapel for early
morning Mass.

It is fitting that the Gospel is the story of
the disciples on the road to Emmaus, as
He inspired his Emmaus Group to spread
its wings and every two years go on
pilgrimage. These included several visits
to Valladolid, Assisi and Rome. There were
trips to the excavations under St Peters,
visits to the tombs of Bonney Prince
Charley and Cardinal Merry del Vall in
the crypt, ignoring any number of Papal
tombs on the way, Masses in St. Peter’s,
in various catacombs, at the tomb of

St. Francis of Assisi and in the convent
of St. Theresa of Avilla. Then there were
memorable meals, especially in a fish
restaurant in Anzio and a side street in
Salamanca. Wherever we went, Michael
had been there before us.

One of his quirks was that he never took
excess luggage. One very small bag was
all that he allowed himself and he told me
that he once travelled round Europe for
almost two weeks with just whatever he
could stuff into his pockets.

Michael loved Cricket, when he was in
Morecambe he played for Heysham
Cricket Club for 8 years and was a full
member of Lancashire County Cricket
Club for many years. He enjoyed going

to Test Matches whenever they came
north, but would go to Lords from time
to time. A cricket bat, presented to him
by his parishioners at Scorton was one of
his prize possessions. In his later years he
made do with a Sky Sport Package, often
recording the overseas matches to watch
at his leisure. Woe betide anyone who
told him the result. When he moved into
his flat in Bolton-le-Sands he made sure
that a satellite dish was installed even
before his furniture.

Michael was a reserved man, preferring
not to talk about his many achievements.
In his retirement years he became a much
loved member of Bolton-le-Sands parish
community. He enjoyed celebrating

Mass for them, and could be seen saying
his prayers in the Church morning and
evening. He was once persuaded to put
on his Monsignorial Kit, as he called it,
for the village Remembrance Service at
the war memorial, but for most of the
time parishioners saw the kind, prayerful
modest and gentle man that he always
was. In the last twelve months, as his
health deteriorated, he was cared for at
Boarbank by the Sisters until he moved

to Cartmel Grange Care Home in the last
few weeks. Canon John Gibson

€€ N
I have neither silver

or gold but I will give
you what | have.
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The big fat

truth about life
by Julia Beacroft

s | am sure most parents can attest to, children have a most embarrassing
habit of saying the wrong thing at entirely the worst time. And I’'m afraid
that mine were certainly no exception! OF course, part of ourso-called good ‘ Ovenant B OOkS
parenting guide involves teaching oun offspring to keep theinthoughts to
themselves, but on accasion this simply goes by the board. | don’t think that
young children necessarily mean to be rude —they are simply observant and Pre Ston

curious. Nevertheless, their poor parents can sometimes feel some measure
of humiliation.

o The One Stop Shop for:

| can dlearly recall one such occasion. | had taken my two older children into
town and was having tea, juice and cakes with them in a café (which they always

enjoyed). My little girl was looking around with interest, when she suddenly spied & CathOIIC BOO](S
\ -

a very pregnant ladywalking towards her table. To my horror, she bellowed at the
top of her voice: “Mummy, why is that lady SO fat?” Obviously, in her innocence

she had no idea that the lady was in fact, due to have a baby very soon. ® Bib]es

New life is, of dourse, miraculous and few other events in life can compare with
the wander of it. And, as an average of about 250 bablies are born every minute, s . s .

this miracle is going on around us all of the time. And every time that a child . Glfts - mCludlng' |
enters the world, we can be thankful that God the Father originally gave us

-
life and then the injunction to ‘be fruitful and multiply’ and also the promise to HOly (:()]_‘rl_I‘I'llllll()r[‘,r

Abraham that ‘I will give you as many descendants as there are stars in the sky’ And

inaredibly, the Word was made flesh when Jesus Christ entered our world as a Baptism’ Confirmation gifts

helpless baby, when his mother Mary gave an unequivocal “Yes” to God.

The Truth s _ &
Mnfi so we give thanks to God for the gift of our lives and for all new life. Jesus ® Rellglous resources for SChOOlS

said: 1 am the Way, the Truth and the Life’and we know that all life comes from
Him — both ourthuman and our spiritual lives!

Tel: 01772 735 993

OFften we are forced to face a truth and sometimes our children clearly see truth
in all its simplicity and reality and are unafraid to voice it. And yet for all of us the

truth is simple — we are the children of God - the Lord, the giver of life. The Pastoral Centre, Whitby Avenue, Iﬂg{ﬂ, Preston PR2 3YP

Julia Beacroft is an author, editor, workshop leader and presenter in Catholid Fax: 01772 735 993 » Email: covenantbooks@tiscali.co.uk

Faith formation. Her book ‘Sanctifying the Spirit’ is available to buy from OPEN: Thursday 10am-dpm, Fri 10am-4pm, Sat 10am-12 noon
IAMAZON, www.waterstones.com or Book Depository. Please visit : iCioeed Bank Holidave)
S I ave

www.sanclioblooks.com for more information. Follow Julia on Facebook & Twitter.
www.covenantbookspreston.co.uk

Copyright ©2019 Julia Beacroft. All rights reserved.
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Acontainer ship might be the last
place you’d expect to find a karaoke
machine, but that’s what composer
Nathaniel Mann found when he went on
board the Maribo Maersk.

Mann was making a programme about
music and seafarers for the BBC Radio
seriesBetween the Ears. As a child, he
used to sit on the bank of the river at
Shotley in Suffolk and look out towards
the port of Felixstowe, where “vast
ships would arrive. Great cranes the size
of dinosaurs reaching down to grab at
the containers before heaping them up
in piles.”

However, nothing had prepared him for
the sheer size of the Maribo Maersk,
which he boarded in Gdansk in Poland.
He described as “a huge steel beast.” The
Maribo is 400 metres long, the length of
four football pitches, and can carry overa
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staggering 18,000 metal containers.

As Mann pointed out, around 90% of
goods imported into the UK come by
ship. Inside those metal containers you
can find everything from computers and
clothes to parts for cars and food.

His reason for visiting the ship was to
meet some of the Filipino crew and learn
about their love of karaoke. They love

it so much that the ship has a karaoke
machine. A 170-page book contains
hundreds of pop songs. Unsurprisingly,
two of the most popular are Rod Stewart’s
“Sailing” and “Babe, I'm leaving now” by Styx.

The captain told Mann that if the
machine breaks down then it’s apriority
to fixit. “Karaoke brings people together.
When you have a vessel 400 metres long
you can walk around without seeing
anybody.”
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He added that some of the crew can be at
sea faor five or six months, so having some
interaction means they don’t spend all
their time in their cabin when they’re not
working.

The Maribo, which has a crew of just

22, was about to embark on a 12-week
voyage to Malaysia, China, and Korea via
the Suez Canal. The average time in port
is eighteen hours, which gives the crew
no time to visit local shops or amenities.

What the programme highlighted so well
was the isolation and loneliness seafarers
have to cope with. Because they don’t see
their families for much of the year, they
can miss the birth of their child, family
celebrations, and not be there to help out
in family crises.

The practical help and pastoral care
offered to seafarers by the port chaplains
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and volunteer ship visitors of Stella Maris,
Apostleship of the Sea (AoS) is vital.
That’s why the Church asks us to support
their work on Sea Sunday on 14 July

Amongst other things, AoS chaplains
and ship visitors provide phone cards,
SIM cards, transport to local shops,

and woolly hats. They visit seafarers in
hospital and liaise with their families
back home, help to resolve issues over
pay and conditions, and arrange for Mass
to be celebrated on board a ship.

Ann Donnelly, AoS port chaplain in
Plymouth and Teignmouth, said, “It is so
important that the seafarer understands
that they are not alone, this is what AoS
does. We are here to accompany them
along the way, no matter which port they
are visiting anywhere in the world.”

Greg Watts
www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk
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