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Lord of the Harvest,
Bless young pep’ple with the gift
of courage to respond to your call.
Open their hearts to great ideals,
to great things

Inspire all of your disciples to

‘ ~ = ‘ jak L iving —
Jay in the Life ~- .

good soil off Fairhful people.

O F O u r D i O Cese | Instil those in religious life, parish

ministries, and families with the
confidence and grace to invite others to
embrace the bold and noble path of a life
consecrated to you.

0 n Saturday 6 July Rev Deacon Stephen Talbutt will be
ordained to the priesthood by Bishop Paul Swarbrick.

He will be the only ordination to the priesthood in our Diocese
this year and the first since ordination to the priesthood since Unite us to Jesus th rough prayer and
201t7r.] IZlease pray for him ar’;fldF.or all our pnes_,ts. And pray sacrament, so that we may cooperate with
Foo a m?re‘young men will discern a vocation to serve you in building your reign oFmercy and
in the Lord’s vineyard. . -

truth, of justice and peace. Amen.

— Pope Francis

LEGAL SERVICES
CLEAR & SIMPLE

We can help you with the following:

bsg

» Charities * Landlord & Tenant
» Commercial & * Personal Injury
Corporate

. * Powers of Attorney
» Conveyancing

+ Dispute Resolution/ ° Probate & Estate

Litigation Planning
* Employment » Rural & Agricultural
* Family Law « Wills

PRESTON LANCASTER
10 Chapel Street, Preston, PR1 BAY 364 Aalborg Square, Lancaster, LA11BJ
DX 714571 Preston 14 : DX 63506 Lancaster :

TO1772 253841 : FO1772 201713 T01524 386500 : F01524 3B6515

www.bsglaw.co.uk

email: info@bsglaw.co.uk

Kieron Bassett

FINANCIAL SERVICES
CHARTERED FINANCIAL PLANNERS

We are local [ndcpcndl:m Financial Advisers
having been established for 25 years.

We give advice on mortgages, investments,

pensions and protection products, and we
are here for All Times In Your Life. FOR ALL TINES N YOUR LFE

Contacr Kieron Bassett on (01524) 832057 or
via www.kieronbassett.com, or info@kieronbassett.com
Our office ar 32 Victoria Street, Morecambe is open 6 days a week.
Authuriisd and Regiabued by ihe Roancal Conduct Authariy
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RECYCLE

EDITORIAL

Il over the world Christianity is coming under threat.

People are being persecuted and even killed for their
faith. Thank God that we do not face such mental and
physical atrocities in our own country but we do face a
creeping secularisation that is pushing Christianity into the
margins of our society.

The Good News is that Jesus promised to be with us ‘to the end
of time’, and He will always be here for His Church. The first
apostles learnt this lesson when they panicked in the waves
whilst out in their fishing boat. Jesus did not leave them - He
got them back on course to go out and preach the Good News.
The lesson here for us is stay close to Jesus. Without Him in our
lives we are in danger of panicking and making wrong decisions
or thinking that we know best. There is only one way to reverse
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the current trend of Christianity bashing and that is to respond
as Jesus would, through love and patience. Our whole existence
should be an example of these virtues so that others may come
to know the love of God in their lives.

As we enjoy, hopefully, the long warm summer days which offer
a period of rest and refreshment the Catholic Voice encourages
you to find some time to read the Gospels and deepen your
knowledge of Jesus so that we can become the 21st century
witnesses to our needy world.

The Catholic Voice also asks for your prayers for Rev Deacon
Stephen Talbutt who will be ordained priest for our diocese by
Bishop Paul Swarbrick on 6 July in the Cathedral at Lancaster.
A momentous day and one that we should all rejoice in.
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oung people took part in a May Procession at St.

Wulstan’s, Fleetwood, in honour of Our Lady. Mrs Annie
Benson one of the children’s liturgy leaders thought it would
be a good idea to take some photographs.

“From my position in the choir | was pleased to be able to
observe the event, so | happily obliged and am therefore
sending these pictures to you which show how proud we are

of our young people and how lovely they looked on Sunday

19th May 2019.” Mrs. Sarah Wade

Bring Flowers of the Rarest Hymn

Refrain

O Mary we crown thee
with blossoms today!
Queen of the Angels
and Queen of the May.
O Mary we crown thee
with blossoms today,
Queen of the Angels
and Queen of the May.

Bring flowers of the rarest
bring blossoms the fairest,
from garden and woodland

and hillside and dale;

our full hearts are swelling,

our glad voices telling

the praise of the loveliest flower
of the vale!

Refrain

Their lady they name thee,
Their mistress proclaim thee,
Ah, grant that thy children on
earth be as true

as long as the bowers

are radiant with flowers,

as long as the azure shall keep
its bright hue

Refrain

Sing gaily in chorus;

the bright angels o’er us
re-echo the strains

we begin upon earth;
their harps are repeating
the notes of our greeting,

for Mary herself is the cause

of our mirth
Refrain
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

01253863022

www.jtbyrne.co.uk

Golden "z
Chartg&

KaM Maintenance

Heating - Electrical - Building
Telephone: 01772 704530 Fax 01722 798801

Established 20 years

Heating, Electrical and Building services across the North West of England

Gas

+ Emergency Boller Repairs for all makes

+ Boiler Installations & servicing

« Central Heating System repairsfupgrades/ieaks

* New fitted Central Heating Systems

+ Landlord Gas Salety Certificates (CP12)

Electrical

« New consumer units supplied and fitted

* All emergency breakdowns * Power tripping

* New lighting + Additional sockets
* Faulty sockels * Rewiring

* Outdoor lighting/sockels

Building

* Extension work

= Alterations
 Conservalories

« Fascias and Soffits

* Driveways, paths and patios
* Double glazing

Prices

Boiler Service - £49 + VAT pius E10 for every additional apphance.

Tel No: 01772 704530 Mobile: 07941 554730 Fax No:
01772 798801

Address: K & M Maintenance Services Lid,

Unit 8A, Electron Mill, Brook Street, Preston PR1 7NH
Maore information: www.kmmaintenance.co.uk
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www.castleriggmanor.co.uk

ver the bank holiday weekend at

the end of May Castlerigg opened
its doors to a wider range of guests than
usual. Our annual Family weekend saw
half a dozen Families gather to share a
very varied weekend and get to know
each other.

As we gathered on the Friday evening
we took time to get to know each other
—some had been before but there were
many new faces too. We shared a meal
together, chased around for a photo
scavenger hunt and then calmed down
again with night prayer in the Chapel.

Saturday provided opportunities for the

families to spend time together, and

other times for everyone to break off into

adult and young people’s sections. The

adults enjoyed the chance of sharing

their thoughts over a cup of tea whilst

s theyounger participants engaged in a

- e . question and answer session with the
R : gap-year team.

™
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n 1958 my friends and | stayed at
Lakeside House. We all attended Holt
Hill Convent F.C.). Birkenhead, no longer

standing.

We had just finished our O levels and
we're feeling very light hearted.In those
day there was a raft on Derwent Water
which we could swim out to and we were
taken on several walks, one of which was
to climb Scafell. | was the only one to
reach the top as my friends got cold feet
half way up. We kept in touch with friends
we had met but as we left school and
made our way in the world the friendships
didn’t last, | even lost touch with my
school friends but will always remember
our holiday at Lakeside.

Jan O’Neill (nee Robertson)
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Years Service
to Youth

Over

Family Weekend

Sunday, as always, was all about the
Mass. We took time to prepare for Mass
together, reflecting on the readings and
learning new songs before gathering

in the chapel one last time to celebrate
together.

The weekend was a great experience

for all, with families spending time away
together and young and old making new
friends. We will all be back next year,

and look forward to welcoming others

to join us.

C' astlerigg is a big building with a

» lot of character, and there always
seems to be something that needs
doing to the building.

Recently we have refitted one of the
bedrooms, improving the insulation
and the electrics. On a bigger scale,

we have refurbished our conference
room — this was added on to the Manor
in 1979 and, although it stood the test
of time well, the time has come for

a face-lift. A new ceiling, carpet and
lights, and a redecoration have made it
a much brighter space for meetings and
gatherings, and the room is available
to hire for business, local and church
groups.
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Holy Family Crusaders
Youth Club at the Manor

T

I n August 1990 my late Mother and | took 10 ready for St Bernard’s Senior School.
b young people for a long weekend to Castlerigg
£ Manor from Barrow in Furness. A couple of years later (May 1992) we came back
with nine children for a Diocesan Day of celebration.
-~ We spent a relaxed weekend in Keswick, enjoying

the tennis and mini-golfin the park, pencil factory There were many activities including football, face
_ museum, car museum and relaxing at the manor. painting, glass engraving, mask making, a treasure
7th JU|y Barl_)eque_ . o We celebrated Mass on the Sunday, and later we went  hunt, and our boys got the semi-final in the 5-a side
To celebrate our fiftieth anniversary Bishop Paul is joining us i in told we had Football. The d ded with :
For a barbeque at Castlerigg Manor on Sunday 7th July. We sailing on Derwent Water. All in told we had a very ootball. The day ended with open air Mass.
) enjoyable time. The children that went were getting Ms Barbara M Grisdale (Former Youth Leader)

hope that as many people as possible will join us, whether you
are a keen supporter, have memories of a retreat here, last
year or fifty years ago, or maybe are still looking forward to
coming. Everyone is welcome and, although donations would
be appreciated, there is no charge — we just ask that you let us
know you are coming: email team@castleriggmanor.co.uk or
phone 017687 72711.

25th July - 3rd August - Lourdes

The Youth Section will travel over land to join the diocesan
pilgrimage in Lourdes. Each year the service offered by young
people makes it possible for others to make this pilgrimage,
but it is also a moment of grace for the young people, spending
time in this holy place. Open to young people in year 10+, £585.
Bookings are also open for the main (adult) section of the
pilgrimage, and we are looking for adults to work with the
Youth Section.

22nd-25th August - Youth 2000

Walsingham Festival by Diocesan Coach
The team are going to Youth 2000’s summer festival. Last year
we had a great time, and this year we’ve booked a coach so
that you can come with us. We’'ll pick-up (and drop-off) at a few
locations in the diocese. Under 16s must be accompanied by a
parent or guardian. 16-17 year olds require parental consent.

6th-8th September - The Big Walk

Every year, young people come together at Castlerigg and we
walk across the Lake District to join the diocesan pilgrimage to

the shrine of Our Lady at Cleator. As well as spectacular views

and wild landscapes, the event is a great opportunity to make ; o ' ESL 1802
new friends and to triumph over a physical challenge. The walk
is about 10 miles each day. Age 16+.

For more information about all of the above, and for bookings, ek "-'“-f'e REE S C'f_thE‘ largest family owned
please see the What's On section of our website: flooring retailers in the North West of England

www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/new-events/ _ ,
Massive showroom open to the public

Mon-5at 9am-5.30pm Sun 10am-4pm

Fifty Years at Castlerigg

019 is the 50th anniversary of the Youth IFyou came to Castlerigg as a young person I = . 1y !!l_.!-!J iy

Service moving to Castlerigg Manor, and for whetherin 1969, 2019 or any of the intervening — ; 1\ =, i : St =
the rest of the year we hope to include in this page years, we’d be delighted to hear from you. What - : ? /
your memories and pictures of Castlerigg (or its do you remember of the experience and how has it
predecessor, Lakeside House). More will be posted touched your life? Please get in touch at team?@
on our website: www.castleriggmanor.co.uk castleriggmanor.co.uk

| | H Mears ( Furnishers) Ltd
Sunport our WDrk The Oaks Business Park, Longridge Road,

Please help us to continue the work of the Youth Service. Ifyou feel you might be able to help in Ribbleton, Preston, Lancashire PR2 5BQ
any way please getin touch. Ifyou are able to make a donation this would be greatly appreciated: Tel 01772 701033
www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/donate And most importantly, please keep us in your prayers. Fax 01772 653646

1% ‘ M‘m

To advertise please contact
Charlotte on 07932 248225
or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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CAFOD Step
into the Gap
Volunteer|
visits Diocesan |
schools -~

St Pius X Catholic
Preparatory School

True breadth of opportunity in North Preston
for boys and girls aged 2-11

RECOGNISED LEADERS IN CATHOLIC

EARLY YEARS & JUNIOR EDUCATION
Private Education and Development Awards 2019

GOLD STANDARD BEACON SCHOOL
SMSC Quality Mark Awards 2019

PREPARATORY SCHOOL OF THE YEAR
iStudy Education Awards 2018-2019

NATIONAL

AWARD-WINNER

St Pius X

SEPTEMBER 2019: limited places are available in some year groups
FREE MINIBUS SERVICE: pick-up points in Lancaster & adjacent areas
ENVIABLE REPUTATION: EYFS progression to Grammar School place
100% PASS RATE: entrance exams to independent senior schools

SMALL CLASSES: prized academic, sporting & artistic achievement

ARRANGE YOUR TOUR NOW
Visit: stpiusx.co.uk
Call: 01772 719937 / 713630
Email: enquiries@st-piusx.lancs.sch.uk

haron Weerasuriya, who is 20 and

based at Castlerigg Manor, has been
touring Infant, primary and secondary
schools across the Diocese, including
West Cumbria and Lancaster, and
holding educational workshops to teach
young people about refugees and the
challenges they face.

Sharon visited the Holy Land in early
2019, where she met with young
volunteers — supported by CAFOD
partners - who were uniting to break
down stereotypes between the Jewish
and Palestinian communities in Israel
who are influenced by civil inequalities
and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
While there, she noticed similarities
between their lives and realised that,
even though their situations were very
different, the young people she met had
similar motivations which led them to
volunteering. Like her, they wanted to
have a positive impact on society and
help otheryoung people to realise their
potential.

After her overseas visit, Sharon was left
feeling inspired by the power young
people can have. She said: “Seeing how
CAFOD’s support can make a change in
these young people’s lives has inspired me.
The experience has taught me that despite
the challenges we face from society or any
other restrictions, if young people have the
will, commitment and positive mind-set
social change through partnership can be
brought about.

“This is why I've enjoyed travelling around
the Diocese of Lancaster and empowering
young people by teaching them about
global issues.”

Deacon Stephen Scott, Chair of

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

Governors at St Beghs Catholic Junior
School who helped support CAFOD in
organising the visits, added: “This was

an excellent opportunity for Sharon from
CAFOD to share her experiences with

our young people and how CAFOD are
collaborating with schools in the work that
it does.”

Sharon will be taking a week to away from
her work at Castlerigg, Keswick, at the
beginning of June to visit more schools
throughout the diocese.

Step into the Gap

CAFOD believes in equipping and
inspiring young adult leaders to be able
to contribute to a more just and peaceful
world.

In partnership with our UK placements we
offer opportunities for 18-30 year olds to
gain experience, develop leadership skills
and spend a year in the service of others.
This allows them to inspire a generation
of people to act for the poorest and most
marginalised.

Apply for 2019

Why not do your Catholic Gap year with
CAFOD? Applications for September
2019 are now open. By being in a retreat
centre, university chaplaincy or school
chaplaincy you can volunteer as part of
a programme which works alongside the
Catholic community and others to bring
about a more just world. This programme
includes a visit to CAFOD partners and
the communities we work with overseas.

Applications are now open for CAFOD’s
funded gap year programme, which
includes a trip to see the agency’s
overseas work. Find out more by visiting:
cafod.org.uk/gapyear

ST,
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Pope Francis gives support to Day for Life June 2019

he Catholic bishops of England and

Wales, Ireland and Scotland agreed
that the theme for Day for Life on 16
June 2019 would tackle the shocking
reality of domestic abuse.

One in four women and about one in six
men suffer from domestic abuse in their
lifetime. Two women are killed every week
in England by a partner or ex-partner.

Bishop John Sherrington, the bishop
responsible for Day for Life in England
and Wales, said:

‘These shocking statistics call us to fight
against the scourge of domestic abuse.
For those who are experiencing domestic

abuse, the home is far from being a place
of security and self-fulfilment. Too often

it is a place of suffering, fear, degradation
and isolation. Domestic abuse is often a
hidden problem, and our aim is for anyone
experiencing domestic abuse to feel able
to have confidence to seek help within the
Church setting. We want to raise awareness
in our churches which would be a step
towards addressing this serious moral and
social problem.

The Secretariat of State of His Holiness
Pope Francis sent the following message
of support: ‘His Holiness Pope Francis
sends his cordial best wishes to all those
celebrating the 2019 Day for Life being
held in England and Wales, Scotland and

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC
ACADEMY

St. Walburga’s Road,
Blackpool,
FY3 7EQ

Headteacher:
Mr Simon Eccles

Tel: 01253 396286
Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

Christ the King
Catholic High School

Lawrence Avenue, Frenchwood,

Preston PR1 4PR

Headteacher Mr D Callagher

Tel: (01772) 252072 Fax: (01772) 885674
Email: reception® ctk Jancs.sch.uk
Weh: hitp://www.ctk Jancs sch.uk

Cardinal Allen
Catholic High School

Melboume Avenue, Fleetwood
FY7 BAY

Headteacher : Andrew Cafferkey

Tel : 01253 872659
E-mail : head@cardinalallen.co.uk

Primary School
Norfolk Hoad, Lytham FY8 4JG

Headteacher: Mrs Heyes
Tel: 01253 734658

4 J""\ N
W )
ey
St Peter’s Catholic i

E: head@st-peters-pri.lancs.sch.uk

Ennerdale foad * Margert * Cambria * CAIS BHN
W 000 82582 * D headfil-pul-marypert smbris shoul
Wabsts wwe id-pai-maryport cambrua wch u

Headlaacher: by J Hamgnon
Asistant Head: e H Ling

——

- -
—
i g L e

For boys and girls aged 2 - 11

PREPARE - BELIEVE - SUCCEED
Serving your child’s heart, mind and soul
through true breadth of opportunity

Tours can be arranged with the Headmaster
by calling 01772 719937 or 01772 713630.

A private bus service is available with several
pick-up points for pupils living along the route

from Lancaster and Leyland.

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School

Garstang Road, Fubwood. Preston PR2 BRD. stplusx.co.uk

Ireland. As they consider the theme of

the Scourge of Domestic Abuse, and in
particular the shameful ill-treatment to
which women are sometimes subjected
(cfAmoris Laetitia, 54), His Holiness prays
that their efforts to support the most
vulnerable of our brothers and sisters will
bear much fruit and contribute to a growing
commitment to fight against all form of
exploitation.

The responsibility to share the good news
that every human life is beautiful and
sacred is a noble calling, and the Holy
Father offers his encouragement to all who
strive to promote a culture of life, gladly
imparting his Apostolic Blessing as a pledge
of strength and peace in the Lord’

The good work carried out by the
National Board of Catholic Women and
other groups is of vital importance.

Day for Life is celebrated yearly by the
Catholic Church in Ireland, Scotland,
England and Wales. It is a day dedicated
to raising awareness about the meaning
and value of human life at every stage
and in every condition.

More information about Day for Life can
be found by visiting:

www.dayforlife.org

Alexander DesForges, Director of News
- Bishops’ Conference Press secretary
to Cardinal Vincent Nichols

We would like to thank these
schools for always supporting
the paper.

Education Sunday will take place on
Sunday 8th September 2019.
It is a day of Celebration for all
those involved in Education.

It is an opportunity for Schools and
Parishes to come together to
celebrate and give thanks for all
the students, staff and parents
who work so hard in and for
Catholic Schools.

With this in mind we will be
celebrating Education Sunday in the
Schools section of the September
edition of the paper.

To book an advert
please contact
Charlotte on
07932 248225
or 01440 730399
or email
charlotter@cathcom.org

D

&

If your school
would like to do
the same please
contact Charlotte
on 07932 248225
or 01440 730399

or email
charlotter@
cathcom.org to
book your advert

Together in One Body

CORPUS CHRISTI
CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOL

Headteacher: Mr David Hubbard

StVincent's Road, Preston PR2 8QY
Telephone 01772 716912
Email admin@cce.lancs.sch.uk

www.ccc.lancs.sch.uk

Ofsted

Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,
Lancashire PR2 3SQ
Headteacher: Mr Nigel Ranson
Tel: 01772 326900
Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher?
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance
(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic
primary and secondary schools and post-16
colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School
with a shared vision and commitment to providing
first class, professional development for trainee
teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact: 01772 326931
Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
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Traversing
the Holy Land

with Lisa Vallente-Osborne

tella Matutina is situated just minutes away from Faihaven Lake,
Ansdell shops and Lytham Windmill

We provide a homely, caring atmosphere, respecting your individuality, dignity
and privacy. The Home has its own chapel where we hold Daily Mass and Rosary.

= Short/long term and respite care

= Overlooking the sea

= Set in extensive grou necls

= Comfortable communal rooms

= All bedrooms single and en-suite

* Home cooked food (all diets catered for)

= Range of activities and outings

* Caring and experienced staff (99% NVQ qualified)

Call on us at anytime for a viewing or ring for further details

Stella Matutina Care Home
16 Clifton Drive

Ansdell
Lytham St Annes
FYB 5RQ
@ - Manager— Dawn Ward ( ‘}
Tel: 01253 734834 =

K KKK email: manager@scjm.org INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

Bethlehem

n opportunity to put your hands in

the hand of the Man from Galilee,
what a fantastic feeling! If waking up in
Bethlehem isn’t awesome enough we
begin our tour bleary eyed. It’s time to
face the dawn, and the two hour time
difference and get going.

Just as John the Baptist announced the
arrival of Christ, so he does again, in our
time, at the start of our pilgrimage . As
we battled the first set of unruly pilgrims
(from other countries) the Canticle of
Zechariah shone out in its wonder;
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, he has
visited His people and redeemed them!”
Leaving John’s birthplace we walk for

a short while up an ancient hillside,
surrounded by terraces of olive groves.

Here lies the Church of the Visitation
where a newly pregnant Mary and heavily
pregnant Elizabeth meet on the hilltop,
witnessed by the sheep and shepherds
below. Elizabeth filled with the spirit
gives us those words so common to our
tongue ‘Blessed art thou amongst women’.
The response is cried out from every inch
of this church; the great ‘Magnificat’. My
soul glorifies the Lord, and this church
glorifies creation; her arches, embracing
allwho enter in that unconditional
motherly love, celebrating the bringing
forth of new life and the wonder of
creation. As it did for John the Baptist,
this church also provides sanctuary.
Nestled within the lower chapel lies the
stone which hid John the Baptist from
Herod’s deathly decree. This stone worn
by the millions of hands transmits the
vibrations from every foot that has
crossed this threshold.

Next up was the Church of the Nativity
and birth place of Christ. Getting to grips
with crowds and multinational pilgrims
was a constant task of these long tiring
days! As we each move forward for the
same purpose, conversations began in
the queue. Different nationalities held
together by the love of Our Lord. In the
chaos that is thousands of pilgrims, the
place held grace and peace; overseen
eagerly by a zealous Orthodox Monk!
Descending into the crypt we see the
twelve pronged star, to touch and be

in the place where Our Lord came into
this world! We were each swept up by
sheer disbelief that we are here. The
awesomeness of this moment was
overwhelming as we entered where our
God became incarnate and palpable. The
wonder and disbelief became real; how
did our Creator put so much trust in us
(His creation) to give us himself as this
tiny helpless babe?

Dinner was spent in the Shepherd’s Field.
As a group we sat and discussed the

day. Many were overwhelmed by their
experiences. As we ate, we wondered
what the shepherds of these fields

2000 years ago would have eaten.

We discussed how far they would be
travelling, with their best lambs to arrive
at Jerusalem’s temple ready for the
Passover. Thousands of lambs would have
been slaughtered that day. Imagine that!
The temple would look less like a temple
of our time, and more like a butchers
shop! Our table discussions held the
same threads of wonder and honour and
privilege. This faith we believe is real! It
comes alive in physical form in front of

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

us. Us, mere mortals, being given the
opportunity to touch the place of God!

Jerusalem

A new morning brings us to the Wailing
Wall at Pesach (Passover) and Sabbath.
Here we share a special peaceful moment
with the tormented chosen race. Whilst
this wall is only the retaining wall of

the temple that would have dominated
Jerusalem 2000 years ago, it stands tall
with stone bricks so large they drown us
humans, difficult to climb or to besiege;
and steeped with so much history.

For the Jews, this wall is beyond sacred.
They believe this wall gives them direct
access to God and so will come from all
over the world to visit this wall. The wall
is treated as a temple and before we
approach we are separated into male and
female, and given the relevant headwear.

The atmosphere is quiet, prayerful,
friendly, inclusive and relaxed. We edge
forward and get to stand alongside our
fellow sisters holding and praying at
the wall. The wall tells the history of its
pain. Over 2000 years later and this wall

witnessed; the rise and fall of its people,
their holocausts and suffering, their
rejection. It also weeps for the troubled
land on which it stands. The wall also

tells of hope. Into the tiniest of crevices
there are papers, prayers of those who
have visited. There is a presence far larger
than humanity here and as swifts dance
with joy above our heads we leave feeling
different and elated. This ancient temple
isn’t just a holy site for the Jews, but for us
Christians too. Here Christ was presented
to as a baby; here He got lost and was
found teaching and arguing with the
priests, here He was condemned.

From the Mount of Olives overlooking
the city, we stopped at Pater Noster

- the place where Jesus Christ taught
the disciples the Our Father before
descending down the Palm Sunday and
Passion Route. Along this hillside we take
in Dominus Flevit. Here we’re told by the
Gospels that Jesus wept for Jerusalem;
but I’'m sure he wept for us all. The view
of the city dominated the horizon, the
Kidron valley, the city of David. The view
reminds us of the endurance of the
passion and the lengths Christ went to
to free us. Mass was celebrated outside
in the garden overlooking the Jerusalem.
People passed us, some stopped to sing.
Mass outside is always moving and
something very special. Jesus wasn’t the
only one who wept there!

Towards the foot of the mount, as the
sounds and smells of the city begin to
fill our senses; we arrived at the Garden
of Gethsemane. The stillness of this
garden echos the peace Jesus sought
before he faced his passion ahead. As

a child when we feel frightened or low,
we turned to our parents for refuge. As
adults we turn to those around us whom
we love and trust. Here Jesus took his
friends, his brothers and sisters in faith
to a place of refuge. As we touch the
stone where Jesus knelt, where in his
anguish he sweated blood, we feel the
place where Jesus sought the love and
guidance of his father. The All Nations
Church was breathtaking! Grace and
peace filled the expanse. Here mass was
being celebrated in Chinese reminding us
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of the multiple faces of Catholicism. Both
the church and the garden filled each

of us with overwhelming sadness. Here
Jesus witnessed the diminishing hope

in humanity. Here He lessened himself
so God can do more. Here He began his
surrender; giving everything over to the
Father out of love for us all.

Church of St Peter Gallicantu marks the
place of Peter’s denial. It is also the site
of Caiaphas palace, where Jesus was
lowered down through a narrow opening
into a stone pit before being lifted out to
beaten. The stone cell was oppressive.
Sitting in the corneryou could imagine
the eeriness of the darkness, the chaos
of the mind and pain of the body,
exhausted; not knowing when next you
are going to be dragged out to be beaten
again. Here too was a place commonly
used for flogging. Ropes mark the places
where arms would have been held, the
smooth shiny stone below speaks of
hundreds of knees dragging as men were
flogged, wiped down with salt water and
vinegar, before being flogged again.

We know that Christ received over 120
lashes by the time he was nailed to the
cross, bearing more than any human
could dare. From this point of exhaustion
and dehydration he began his passion
walk. His torture was present till the
very last breath at the ninth hour. Before
his last breath, Jesus endured a walk of
shame with his cross through the narrow
streets of Jerusalem. He experienced
over eighteen hours of vicious torture to
save humanity. Sometimes | wonder

S

b

% If you enter here as a tourist, you would exit as a pilgrim.
3 you enter here as a pilgrim, you would exit as a holier one.

if humanity is really worth saving.

We followed the Via Dolorosa, ending

our stations of the cross at the Holy
Sepulchre. This church houses Calvary
and the burial place of Christ. Naturally
this is the busiest place in the whole of
Jerusalem. The jostle to the tomb was
hard as not everyone was willing to wait
their turn. The Devil certainly was at
work here sending people in to jump the
queues and push, to make pilgrimages
angry. What better way to become
disillusioned by Christianity than to see
fellow brothers and sister misbehaving

in the name of Christ? What better way
to try to get us to turn away from the
most blessed place of Christianity, the
foundation block of our faith. After hours
of waiting we were given permission to
enter the inner sanctum. Like many other
holy places the doorway was tiny. It forces
us all to our knees to walk humbly in front
of the Lord. Once in the tomb, kneeling

in front of it wasn’t really an option.
Overwhelmed with emotion and elation,
you simply fall to you knees. Here is the
birth place of Christianity! Us mortals are
here in this immortal place of God!

Like all the sites in Jerusalem it was hard
to find some space to pray and peace,
everywhere was bustling and crowded.

But watching the sheer numbers of
pilgrims visiting is a prayer in itself. This
is a Holy Land and pilgrims will flock from
all four corners of the globe to be here!
Editor’s note: We will continue this
pilgrimage journey in our September
edition. Lisa Vallente-Osborne
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Our Lady’s Catholic College

Open Evening

Thursday 19th September 2019 at 5:30pm
All welcome

Morecambe Road, Lancaster, LA1 2RX

Headteacher:Mrs Helen Seddon

Tel: 01524 66689
email: main@olcc.lancs.sch.uk

Unable to attend our Open Evening?
Please give us a ring and Mrs Seddon will be pleased to show you
around at a time convenient for you.
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“m: Boarbank Hall
.. W . Canonesses of St Augustine
=" of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone

Prayer « Community  Hospitality
« Care of the poor and sick

Contact: Sr Marian

Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands,
Cumbria, LA11 7NH

Telephone: 015395 32288

Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs
Competitive Rates
From as little as £§ per
week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton
Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

TANGNEY TOURS

The Pilgrim's Choice
Join the Diocesan of Lancaster
Lourdes Pilgrimage
Under the leadership of
Bishop Paul Swarbrick

4l

L i'fs . " LA
By air - from £865 per person
Details on request
26th July - 2nd August

www.tangney-tours.com/lancaster

Lourdes by air - From Manchester
16 Aug. | 7 Nights From £799 pp
23 Aug. |7 Nights From £819 pp ]

Fatima by air - From London Heathrow

11 Sept. | 6 Nights (EfelgaRdey/eNeIolslemille[slS
From £580 pp inc. ﬂights]
Holy Land Pilgrimages
12Nov |7 Nights (Y e

Lourdes, Burgos, Santiago & Fatima

6 Sept. 18 Nights (RS e |

Rome, San Giovanni and Assisi

goct. |7 Nights (GO

[

Aite, 25T @&
www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: sales@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572
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The Lady Mayor
- & Chief Executive
~ Garry Payne. - -
= - .
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n 10 June Wyre Council welcomed their new Mayor, the
first citizen of Wyre, for 2019/20, Councillor Ann Turner.
Ann is a parishioner at English Martyrs church in Poulton.

Speaking shortly after her inauguration Ann said:

“I feel it is a great honour and privilege to be given the role of Mayor
and will do my utmost alongside my Lady Mayoress, Andrea Kay,
and deputies to be active ambassadors for the Borough at every
possible opportunity.”

Involvement in local government runs through the family veins
as both her great grandfather and father were local councillors.
Ann has helped with election campaigns for many years and
won her seat on the Council in 2007 which she has successfully
defended. Ann decided to become a Councillor when she
retired as she had more free time and wanted to use it to

help local people utiising the skills set that she had honed
throughout her career. Whilst a Councillor she has sat on

many committees including Planning, Licensing, Councillor

r

Development and chaired, for several years, Employment and
Appeals and vice chaired the Audit committee. Ann enjoys
becoming involved and trying to resolve local issues, meeting
different community groups and promoting Wyre Borough.

For heryear as Mayor Ann has nominated two charities

which she will endeavour to raise funds for. These are the Air
Ambulance and RSPCA Longview Animal Centre. Ann said that
“the Air Ambulance is a service which anyone of us can call upon
and its service can literally mean the difference between life and
death | have always felt passionately about animal welfare and
monies raised will help towards supporting local animal welfare
in the community.

Ann was born locally in Wyre and she attended Layton Hill

Preparatory School and then Layton Hill Convent. She gained
a degree in geography from Leeds University and then taught
in an inner city high School in Leeds where she retired from as
Assistant Head in 2006. Her family all live in the borough and
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The Lady Mayor
with friends
& family.

3 The Lady Mayor
h with her Deputies
& ChlefExecuttve

she has a great support network including a brother- in- law
and sister who are her Deputies. She also has four nephews and
nieces and three great nephews and nieces.

Ann is really looking forward to her service as Mayor, meeting
people from all walks of life, promoting the numerous
volunteers involved in the many organisations in Wyre and
promoting the opportunities in Wyre Borough for the socially
isolated.

Ann said “as Mayor | hope to experience firsthand and participate
in the activities of communities experience the community spirit
and see the impact Wyre has on the lives of diverse groups of
people and the environment. | see the Mayoral role as a great
opportunity to promote Wyre Borough as a wonderful place to live.
A catholic from birth Ann’s faith has always been important

to her. She said “I am highly principled with a strongly developed
sense of justice and fairness. |believe that with rights comes
responsibility and | have felt extraordinarily fortunate and grateful

]
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for the upbringing my parents gave me and for the family | have.
My family are a constant source of support and encouragement.
But I am well aware that there are vast numbers of people who are
socially isolated or victims of circumstance because of their colour,
faith or some other form of diversity. | believe strongly in an all
inclusive society and will work tirelessly to ensure everyone | come
into contact with feels valued as indeed they should. The unique
opportunity | have now as First Citizen of the Borough will give me a
platform me to do this in a more obvious way.”

A Civic Mass was celebrated at English Martyrs by Fr John Walsh.
The Mass was very well attended with parishioners, friends,
fellow councillors, aldermen and visiting mayors attending.
Away from the Council Ann’s interests include spending

time with the family, especially the youngsters, world travel,
especially to less well known places, and continuing her interest
in education by sitting on the Lancashire and Blackpool Appeals
Panels and serving as a Governor at Cardinal Allen High School,
Fleetwood, as well as supporting animal welfare.

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm

Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
i il Tel: 01772 788020

' www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Sean Crilley Funeral Directors

= 24 hour Personal Service
* Private Chapels of Rest
* Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
* Memorial Consultants
For personal attention and professional
advice, dav and night, call Sean

ey
FJ \-l \

(%)
e 4

78 Brook Street, Carlisle, CA1 2HX
o (01228) 544905

Martin's

The Funeral Directors

188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston
1, Swmebridge Parade, Preston Rowd, Longridge
Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprictor W, Martin Woollon

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service
from a private family owned
and run firm

FUNERAL SER VICEIEE

David Pope dip.FD MBIFD
Funeral Director

A fresh and

approach t
uneral
planning

42 Clifton Street
Lytham

FY8 5SEW

Tel. 01253 733909
www.lythamfuneralservice.co.uk

Wray Brothers Monumental

» Memorials » Renovations * Lettering » Marble = Granite
* Slate * Stone of all kinds, coloar & designs =

Wiay Brothers ore long established monumental masons
highly regarded for quality of their workmanship and
personal service, Traditional Hand Cut
Letiers

Proprietors: S. A, Edwards,
M. A, Edwards, G. Edwards

5la Layton Road, Layton,
Blackpool FY3 SEB
Tel/Fax: 01253 392620

To advertise please
contact contact Charlotte
Rosbrooke on 07932

248225 or email
charlotter@
cathcom.org
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01253 735269

53a Warton Street, Lytham, Lancashire, FY8 5DQ

info@markraefunerals.co.uk
www.markraefunerals.co.uk

{ VOCATION SPOTLIGHT
Institute of

Christ the King
Sovereign Priest

“And he said to them: The harvest indeed is great, but the
labourers are few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest,
that he send labourers into his harvest” (Saint Luke 10:2).

ince 2014, first at the invitation of
Bishop Campbell, and now under
the spiritual fatherhood of Bishop
Swarbrick, the Institute of Christ the
King Sovereign Priest has had the grace
to exercise its ministry in the Diocese
of Lancaster. We now provide the
Mass and Sacraments at the Church
of St Walburge and English Martyrs’
in Preston and have also established a
small convent of sisters, St. Augustine’s.

Certainly, the most striking feature

of our spiritual life is the use of the
“Extraordinary Form” of the Roman
Liturgy, or Latin Mass. While some might
be tempted to think this liturgy would
only appeal to those who remember it
from before the Council, it has in fact
proved a wonderful tool of evangelisation
for the youth as well. In these times
marked by continuous noise and the
frenetic pursuit of all that is new, the
liturgy opens a window for people of all
ages on to that which is timeless, as well
as the possibility of finding God through
silence and beauty.

Ourvocation is no less marked by our
emphasis on community life and on the
spirituality of St. Francis de Sales, known
as the Doctor of Charity. This spirituality,
presented especially in St. Francis’
Introduction to the Devout Life, seeks to
make the practice of the love of God and
neighbour accessible to all people in all
states of life. Not everyone is called to
travel the world preaching the Gospel or
to perform miracles, but each and every
one of us has a cross to bear in life and
work to accomplish for the Kingdom

of God.

Thanks be to God, we are receiving new
labourers for the reign of Jesus Christ: our
international seminary in Florence, Italy

is filled by some 80 young men and our
sisters continue to receive several new
postulants each year. Certainly, this is

the result of God’s grace and continual
prayer.

In each of our apostolates throughout
the world, we attempt to live this
vocation to prayer while maintaining an
active ministry. This is why, for example,
we keep our churches in Preston open
everyday in order that the house of God
may be a “house of prayer” (St. Matthew
21:13). Likewise, in addition to the Mass,
we sing publicly the offices of Lauds,
Vespers, and Compline (the morning and
evening prayers). These offices extend
the graces of Holy Mass to all hours and
sanctify them through the recitation

of the Psalms and Spiritual Canticles of
the Bible. We are fortunate to have our
Sister Adorers there to add their voices to
the Divine Worship and, hopefully, if the
saying is true, by singing well they pray
twice! Finally, but no less importantly, we
generally provide an hour of eucharistic
adoration and confessions each day.

During the divine praises after
benediction of the Blessed Sacrament
we close with the urgent petition “O Lord,
send us many holy priests and religious
vocations!” In our UK province, God has
already begun to answer this prayer.

Four young men have already entered

the seminary from the UK and we have
three more in residence who will be
entering soon. Since 2017, the Presbytery
of St. Walburge’s has also served as a
house of discernment for those who are
considering entering the seminary.

Enquiries into vocations with the Institute
can be made by email prestondicrsp.org
Canon Tanner
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ancaster Cathedral was the location

for the Diocesan Altar Servers
Mass on the 11th May 2019. About 80
servers from all the different parts of
the Diocese met for the Mass, ranging
from those who had only served fora
few months, up to recipients of the Gold
Medal for serving over 50 years.

The Servers are members of the
Archconfraternity (Guild) of St Stephen,

To advertise please
contact contact Charlotte
Rosbrooke on 07932
248225 or email
charlotter@
cathcom.org

CONVENT OF OUR
LADY OF FIDELITY.

-@

which exists to encourage the highest
standards of serving at the Church’s
liturgy, and so contribute to a more
Fruitful worship of God. The Guild seeks
to provide altar servers with a greater
understanding of what they are doing,
so that they may serve with increasing
reverence and prayerfulness.

On a more practical note, the Guild
strives to unite servers of different

Craig Lodge, Dalmally, Apvil, Scotland, PA33 1AR
T: 01838 200216
E: mail@craiglodge.org
Find us on: Facebook | Twitter |Instagram
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parishes for their mutual support and
encouragement. We were fortunate to
have senior members of the Guild up
from London, including Michael O’Leary,
the Guild President.

Bishop Paul was the Principal Celebrant
at the Concelebrated Mass, and preached
the Homily encouraging all servers

to carry on serving, even when it was
difficult to do so. He also asked the young

LOURDES

PILGRIMAGES 2019

12 JULY | 7 NIGHTS

From Edinburgh
&)
12JULY | 7 NIGHTS

From Glasgow
19.JULY | 7 NIGHTS
&)
;

From Liverpool

25 JULY | 6 NIGHTS

From Manchester
» Full religious programme led
by Spiritual Directon

» Direct return flight to Lourdes Airport

» Full assistance of professional guides
& representatives throughout

MANCHESTER: 0161 8208790 | GLASGOW: 0141 530 5060

WWW.j Ishtours.co.uk | info@joewalsh 0.k

Licenced by he Commission fo Avition Regulafon, T0 052 and TA 0689 i complance withhe
Package Travel nd Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulaion 2018,

men present to consider if they had a
future vocation to the priesthood.
The music was provided by the Cathedral
choir, and complemented the liturgy.
Both were of a very high standard. A
special commendation and thanks should
go to FrJohn Millar as Guild Diocesan
Director, our Lay Representative Paul
Briers, and lan Mulholland who was the
servers’ MC for the Mass.

C. Massey, Holy Cross, Kirkham & Wesham

& Tiw

/Latin Mass Society

Far tha Promabion of tha Traditlonal Roman Rita

Mass Listings — July & August 2019

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool
Mondays: 12.00 noon; Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass
Saturdays: 10.30 am Low Mass
Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass
Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass
Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

Sunday 7th July at 3.00 pm
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
St Mary's Hornby

Please note that there will not be a Mass at Hornby
in August

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road,
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancaster@Ims.org.uk

Website: latinmasslancaster blogspot.com
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H ow one Catholic charity in Lancaster

needs people with different skills
and talents to take on different roles in
their organisation.

Catholic charity the St Vincent de Paul
Society (SVP) is well known for providing
friendship through visiting people in
need. But there is also friendship to

be found between members of an SVP
Conference itself. For those people
wanting to join the Society who do not
have time to visit parishioners in their
homes, there is also the option of joining
the charity as an officer - a secretary,
president or treasurer for example,
using your skills and talents to help your
Conference. It’s a great way to meet
people and be a friend.

Being a Non-Visiting member is less
demanding in terms of time commitment
but Non-Visiting members are very
much needed to support our work.
Secretary, Treasurer and other positions
are key roles in which it is possible make
avaluable contribution. All expenses

are paid and training is also provided.
You would also have the support of SVP
National Office and the resources on our
website: svp.org.uk. These non-visiting
roles are often just as vital as visiting
members are to the local community and
it is where we find a real need whether

in the local community or on a wider
diocesan level. A keen example of this is
that within the Central Council the roles
of Secretary and Treasurer are being held
by the same person, if you feel that you
could fill any of these supporting roles
whether visiting or non-please do not
hesitate to get in touch with the Central
Council President, Bill Rogerson on

One
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billrdsvp.org.uk. If your parish does not
have an SVP presence while also a local
need for charity and combatting isolation
then please do get in touch for more
information as to how we can support
you in getting something started. Jon
Cornwall the Head of Membership is keen
to respond to any and all questions that
members and potential members may
have and is ready to send any materials
and support which you may need to help
you to grow local groups. Please feel free
to contact him through jonc®svp.org.uk
or use his mobile number 07703 321689

Covenant Books

Preston

® Bibles

www.covenantbookspreston.co.uk

The One Stop Shop for:
® Catholic Books

Fese-

® Gifts - including:
Holy Communion,
Baptism, Confirmation gifts

® Religious resources for schools

Tel: 01772 735 993

The Pastoral Centre, Whitby Avenue, Ingol, Preston PR2 3YP

Fax: 01772 735 993 = Email: covenantbooks@tiscali.co.uk

OPEN: Thursday 10am-4pm, Fri 10am-4pm, Sat 10am-12 noon
(Closed Bank Holidays)
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CatholiciVoices

invite you to apply for the 8th National
Speakers Training, London, September 2019

atholic Voices, originally created

for the 2010 papal visit to the UK, is
now a major project present in nearly
25 countries worldwide. Its model,
training ‘ordinary’ Catholics to tell the
Church’s story, has created a whole
new generation of confident media and
public speakers.

It has also transformed the way Catholics
are perceived in the media, winning the
backing of bishops and broadcasters
alike. Fired by the UK example, the project
has spread abroad, with CV groups
trained by the coordinators in Spain,
Mexico, Ireland, Poland, Lithuania, Chile,
USA, Australia and Venezuela.

In the UK since 2010, our trainings

have meant that over 100 Catholic
Voices speakers have made over

1,200 appearances on TV and radio
programmes, commenting and debating
the Church’s positions on a large range
of topics. More recently since the official
launch in 2017 of our ‘Public Speakers’
Programme’ we have delivered nearly
600 workshops or talks speaking to

over 100,000 people in a variety of
contexts including parishes, schools and
universities.

The vision of CV is expanding in the UK,
the heart of the project remains our
ambition to create a growing number
of trained Catholic Voices (CVs). The
difference in recent years is this training
is geared towards creating the next
generation of Catholic Public Speakers
who, together with the existing teams,
make themselves available to speak

in parishes, schools, chaplaincies and
deliver workshops (some of whom may
then go on to appear in the media). The
‘Public Speakers’ Programme’ aims to
give world class training to ordinary
Catholics so they have the skills to
become public speakers (to find our more

information about Catholic Voice visit our
website: www.catholicvoices.org.uk).

Some Key points:

* Thisyear, as in previous years, is
focusing exclusively on training
people to give talks and presentations
as well as workshops on how to more
effectively tell the Churchs’ story.

* Thetraining is free of charge, but
participants coming from outside
London are expected to pay for their
travel and accommodation costs
ifthey are able (if not, subsidies are
available).

* Applications from practising,
thoughtful, engaging, committed
Catholics of all ages and states of
life (married, single, lay, religious,
etc.) who are willing to learn how to
put the Church’s case in compelling
ways are welcomed.

* Adetailed ‘Notes for Applicants’
sheet will be emailed to you. There is
an application and interview process.

* Bearin mind that, if this is for you,
that an up-front commitment to the
MAJORITY of the training programme
is required, which means being
available at the very minimum on
both the Saturday training days, as
well at least five of the seven
Thursday evenings. You will also need
to be available for one of the interview
dates.

¢ Interviews (held in central London):
2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th September

* Ifyou thinkyou might like to be a CV,
email info@catholicvoices.org.uk
for an application form and the ‘Notes
for Applicants’ sheet.

* Applications close 31 August 2019.
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Feeling rather
sheepish

by Julia Beacroft

V ad’s are so much a part of our daily lives that we hardly notice them
most of the time. But just occasionally there is one that tickles the Fancy,
so to speak...

Personally, | quite like a recent advert that promotes a well-known brand of
anti-insomnia tablets. The distraught man in the advertisement is surrounded
by advisers who tell him that his time to sleep is rapidly running out — only four
hours and fifty-something minutes left to go... So as a last resort, they cry
“Release the sheep!” And with this/we are back on familiar territory — the notion
of counting sheep as they jump over a fence as a remedy for said sleeplessness,
the idea being that you eventually drift off into oblivion through sheer boredom!
But | must admit that although this therapy doesn’t work for me, the ad’ just
makes me smile.

Counting Your Blessings

Bing Crosby, in the 1954 iconic film ‘White Christmas’ took the idea a stage

further when he suggested that as we lay awake hoping for sleep, we count

ounblessings instead of sheep. ‘And you’ll fall asleep counting your blessings’,

he advised. | really like this doncept as it combines another tool to combat - T
wakefulness, but more importantly touches upon an area in our lives which is _ f ; X
sometimes sadly overlooked. Most of us have much to be thankful for — even oun - S ; ‘f, |

lives themselves —and as such it is good to celebrate this and give thanks to the ; ) Vi - :

Lord for it. Because afterall, everything comes from God: our gifts and talents, . B e rn O r’d W O 'l'S O n

oun personalities, personal appearances and our life circumstances. All is pure e N F ; t
gift and in our busy, frienetic lives we are sometimes in danger of forgetting this Clinling eC,OrO Inig) CONMITISITOIS
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simple fact.
www.bernardwatson.co.uk

Conversely, ifyou do prefer the age-old idea of counting sheep at night, this
initiative also resonates for Christians. The Gospels are full of references of Jesus
being the Good Shepherd and we, his sheep. Contrary to the once-held opinion|
that sheep have a tiny brain and are extremely stupid, it had now been proved
that actually the reverse holds true. Sowe, as the children of God, created in

the image and likeness of Him, are intelligent creatures who are nurtured by the
loving Lord. And Jesus knaws his sheep and his own know him, we are further
informed.

Beyond All Doubt

Moreover, in St John’s Gospel, it is written that the Good Shepherd lays down his
life For his sheep. If we needed any further proof of how much we are loved by
the Lord, surely this statement illustrates this beyond all doubt. Additionally, we
know too that even if we go astray, the Lord seeks to bring us back into the fold:
‘Then Jesus told them this parable: “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and
loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go
after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his
shoulders and goes home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says,
‘Rejoice with me; | have found my lost sheep’.(Luke 15:1-7). So, not a single one of
us is ever lost.
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And so whether we count our blessings or count our sheep, we can always be
assured of the one constant in our lives which wecan truly count on — the Lord.
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Did You Know?

O n 20th July 1969 Neil Armstrong
and Buzz Aldrin became the first
men to walk on the moon. A little
known fact is the very first form of
food and drink to be consumed on'the
"surface was a consecrated Communion
Host and Comlmhnion Wine.

Shortly after landing and 250,000 miles

from home, Buzz Aldrin gave thanks:

to Almighty God for the safe passage

of the two young astronautsto The

Sea of Tranquility. He then opened
“sealed packages, took the Host and.

poured the Wine, watching it slowly curl

gracefully up the side of the cup due to

the minimum gravity conditions. After

e
-

Irch Sup pna;

"1ng SCINMOOLS

A
COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING,

HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING,
DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk

Moorbrook House, 84 Moorbrook Street,
Preston PR1 7EX
Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127
+ Established Over 60 Years *

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

safefoam

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN
www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail
When phoning please quote LV101

) 6. HRARIZON
BUNDORI
HIRKHAM | LTD.

School building work and
refurbishment/ conversion, building
and joinery work, extensions,
alterations & repairs, loft conversions,
replacement doors
and windows
Builders Yard, 66 Marsden Stregt,
Kirkham, Preston PR4 2TH
Tel:(01772) 684489
Fax: (01772%671486
email: admin@jeharrison.co.uk
www jeharrisonbuilders.co.uk

@Jﬁt‘ Algha Pest Confol

Complete
pest control
solutions

call

——— o — —

0800 0925 999

DUSIITESS AU NUIES

Ao ‘Excodlent’ with
over 1000 reviews

Trustpilot
* ok ok ok ok

Have you noticed damp,
woodworm or rot in
your property?

We can provide advice and specialist
solutions across Lancashire

™ Rising damp
rca [

Penetrating damp
Structural & basement
Get in
touch for a

waterproofing
Cavity wall tie repairs

NO OBLIGATION
survey

Woodworm
Wet & dry rot

Call: 01772 364 558
@ WWW.pEtEI’COX.BDI‘I‘I

LOCAL QUALIFIED SURVEYORS | LONG TERS GUARANTEES

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

consuming the Blessed Sacrament, he

_ read a verse from the Gospel of St John,
“I am the ving, you are the branches.
Whosoever abides in me will bring forth
much fruit. Apart from me you can do
nothing”. :

Atruly wonderful and inspiring -
moment as we commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the Apollo 117 moon
landlng

‘Sun and moon, bless the Lord; Stars of

heaven, bless the Lord. Praise and exalt him

above all forever’- Excerpt from a cantlcle
from Daniel.
Peter Northgraves, St Catherine’s, Pgnrith
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