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It will be a special month of prayer 
and action, calling us all to renew our 
missionary commitment to share the 
Good News of Jesus Christ with all 
peoples. For the four weeks of October 
the Holy Father has approved four 
themes:

1. A personal encounter with Jesus
 Christ living in his Church.

2. The witness of missionary saints
 and martyrs.

3. Missionary charity as a commitment
 to support the Church’s missionary
 activity and communities too poor to
 support themselves, through Missio.

4. Biblical, catechetical, spiritual and
 theological formation for mission.

Through these dimensions the Holy 
Father invites us to renew and reawaken 
our commitment to mission.
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Down the ages the Church has produced many famous 
missionaries, not least in most of our lifetimes with St Teresa 
of Calcutta as a prime example. These missionaries often work 
overseas in the most harrowing of conditions. They live very 
humbly. They help and minister to those in need whether that 
need is spiritual or physical or both. The one thing that these 
missionaries have in common is a great love of Jesus and his 
teaching and this enables them to achieve extraordinary things 
in less than ordinary conditions.

“We ourselves feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the 
ocean. But the ocean would be less because of that missing drop” – 
St Teresa of Calcutta

Mission though is not just about the work done overseas, it is 
about here in our own country, Diocese, parish and family. We 
all know someone who no longer comes to church, it could be a 
family member, a friend or a colleague. 

This is not an easy bridge to cross but by prayer and living our 
lives as true examples of Christian living and greeting everyone 

“Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with 
great love” – St Teresa of Calcutta
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To advertise please contact 
Charlotte on 07932 248225 

or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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We would like to thank these schools

for always supporting the paper. 

If your school would like to do the same please contact

Charlotte on 07932 248225 or 01440 730399 or email

charlotter@cathcom.org to book your advert

Alston Lane Catholic Primary School 
and Nursery

Preston Rd, Longridge, Preston, 
Lancs PR3 3BJ

Headteacher: Mr M FitzGibbon 
Tel: 01772 783661

Email: bursar@alstonlane.lancs.sch.uk
Website:  www.alston.lancsngfl.ac.uk

Our Open Day this year will be 
Monday 7th October 2019

Parents are welcome to drop in for a look
around the school at any time from 9.30 am.



Our day is punctuated by Mass, sung 

complete the day together with Compline 
and recreation. Each Sister also dedicates 
an hour to private prayer. Our beautiful 
Chapel, much used by our visitors too, is 
occupied from early morning through the 
day, and we have daily Expostion. All this 
is the stable trellis, as it were, on which 
the sprawling vine branches of our life 
can grow and bear fruit. 

charism: To mediate through hospitality 
the mercy of Jesus to those in need. We 
run a Nursing Home, a Guest House 
and a programme of residential groups. 
The Nursing Home caters for long-term 
residents, respite care and those who are 
dying. Our Guest House welcomes visitors 
young and old, alone or with families, 
from every walk of life. Our residential 
events provide a unique combination 
of retreat, study and holiday, on themes 
such as Scripture or healthcare. Our 
location provides the perfect setting for 
our birdwatching retreat, for example, 
or a week of pilgrimage walks. A recent 
event, celebrating John Bradburne, 
enabled us to visit the Cumbrian 
birthplace of this fascinating holy man. 
One of our joys is to see our own ideal of 

staying with us: in the mutual kindness 
among our patients; in the friendships 

that spring up among our guests; in the 
solidarity and fun generated among the 
participants in our groups. Community 
life is infectious! 

We are also blessed with frequent visits 
from local schools. They sing and act for 

away days or retreats. As one youngster 
wrote, 
and the house would be dull and black, but 
no, it is wonderful and they have made me 
to be more kind and helpful.” 

We are delighted now to be setting up a 
regular link with our local primary school, 
to include visits to the Nursing Home and 
eco-projects in our grounds. 

Here are the stories of how three Sisters 
found the Community at Boarbank:

“The Lord led me here from about 2000, 
for periods of convalescence after illness. 
I had no thought of entering. By 2004, it 
gradually became clear that Boarbank was 
where he wanted me, as a Sister. I came in 
August of that year.”

“When I was working in Singapore, I was 

England. I was in a dilemma. I prayed to God 

reply was from England and that is why I 
am in England today .... While working in 
a hospital in Newcastle, I had a desire to 
join the religious life. I had no clue who to 
ask and where to start. Perchance I met my 
relative who was a monk at Ampleforth. 
He told me to try Boarbank. I asked him, 
‘What is Boarbank all about?’ He said, 
‘Come and See.’”

“I spent twelve years looking at various 
religious orders, here and in other 
countries - Italy, France, Ireland and South 
Africa - including 24 hours as a Carmelite. 
Eventually I gave up, being sick to death 
of religious houses and nuns! To recover  I  
found myself a cheap holiday at Boarbank 
Hall ...”

“Why did you come here?” people ask. 
The interesting question, and one that 
has ten thousand answers, is, ‘Why did 
you stay?’                             Sr. Margaret Atkins

Chapel at Boarbank where Bishop Paul was the 
Principal Celebrant.
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together by one of our novices from Diocese of Lancaster for the 
event. It was an opportunity to remember our collective story.
In 1928 the Bishop of Menevia, Francis Vaughan, asked Mother 
Mary of Jesus, the Prioress of Notting Hill Carmel to found a 
Carmel in his Diocese to spiritually support his widespread 
needy Diocese with its small number of Catholics and scattered 
lonely priests. Pope Pius XI gave the venture his privileged 
blessing.  

train for Dolgellau, although they had been warned by a letter 
from the locals not to come. A not too welcoming crowd was at 

to attend the opening ceremony, but nonetheless 2000 came.   
The Holy Spirit seemed to seize people at Holy Mass. Those who 
came to disrupt Benediction knelt down with great reverence. 

Reactions warmed as locals got to know the sisters, and 
Protestant visitors were soon providing alms, glad and surprised 
to discover that Roman Catholics loved Jesus as they did. 
These days, thankfully we live in much more ecumenical times 
and there are visits to our monastery by people and groups of 

There was great poverty in the early years, serious overcrowding 
until the 1960s, and the sisters struggled to support themselves 

and growing their own fruit and vegetables.

A picture on display showed our building, with all the sisters 
who have been here represented on a brick. It conveyed the idea 
that we are all living stones making up one spiritual house, with 
Christ as our one foundation, yet relying on the base laid by the 
sisters who have gone before us and in turn building a future for 
those who come after us.

sisters who have now gone to God. One of our stars was Sr 
Gertrude of Jesus, who was from Preston. She was born in 1903 
into a staunch Catholic family, with 2 martyrs among their 
ancestors. Here is her story:

The Cooper 
children:
Winnie,
Agnes,
Gerty
and Robert.

‘In 1909, I was 6 years old at the time, my Mother took my young 
sister, aged 2, to St Winefride’s Well at Holywell with spine trouble.  
She bathed in the Well and was cured. Then my Mother went to 
Pantasaph (the nearby Franciscan friary) and went round the 
outdoor Stations of the Cross. At the Calvary a Franciscan Friar 
was painting the railings round the Shrine. When my mother came 
home she was telling us all about it. When she said about the Friar 
painting the railings, I chimed in with ‘Did he say good afternoon 
to you?’ My Mother said ‘Oh no, he was talking to Our Lord while 
he was working and did not speak’. At once I knew that was what I 
wanted to do, always just think of Our Lord. I never forgot about it.’

Sister shared a ward in hospital with 3 elderly ladies when she 
got cancer. They noticed her praying quietly to herself almost 
all the time, and they asked her to pray louder so they could 
join in, but she was too weak to do so. That linked her whole life 
together – from the age of 6 to her dying day she had talked to 
the Lord.

Sr Gertrude’s life is a summary of St Teresa’s teaching on prayer:
“Mental prayer in my opinion is nothing else than an intimate 
sharing between friends; it means taking time frequently to be 
alone with Him who we know loves us” (The Life)

The sisters of Dolgellau Carmel frequently pray for the Bishop 
and priests of  Diocese of Lancaster, the parishes and people, 
and the Catholic Voice.  Please pray for us too! For more info see 

 (under construction).

let yourselves be built into a spiritual 

through Jesus Christ.’ (1 Pet 2.5)

Sr Gertrude of Preston.

Gerty,
Robert

and
Winnie.

SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

Boarbank Hall

Contact: Sr Marian
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria,  LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Canonesses of St Augustine 
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common 
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality 
• Care of the poor and sick

To advertise
please contact

contact
Charlotte

Rosbrooke on
07932 248225

or email
charlotter@
cathcom.org
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WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk
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ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY
St. Walburga’s Road, Blackpool, FY3 7EQ
Tel:  01253 396286  
Fax:  01253 442583
admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk
www.st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

OPEN EVENINGS
Junior Open Evening is on Monday 30 September 2019 from 6 pm - 8 pm

Sixth Form Open Evening is on Monday 21 October 2019 from 6 pm - 8 pm

We are able to offer:

• A continuous, excellent, faith-based education from Year 7 through to

Sixth Form.

• Strong academic provision and excellent pastoral care.

• A wide range of extra-curricular activities for every student.

• Strong links with parents.

We would be delighted to welcome applications from parents who are

seeking a faith-based, high quality education for their children and we look

forward to meeting you at our Junior Open Evening.
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Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try 

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk

Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote LV101

Mass Listings – October  2019

St Margaret Mary, Scalegate Road, Carlisle

Second Fridays at 7.00 pm*

*Please note new day and time

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool

Mondays: 12.00 noon; 

Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston

Mondays – Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass  

Saturdays: 10.30 am Low Mass 

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston 

Mondays – Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass

Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass

Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

No Mass at Hornby until May 2020

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 

Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancaster@lms.org.uk

Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com
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Marc has been a member of the National 
Team for nearly 3 years and the paid 
worker for the last 2 years, following his 
time leading activity in his parish up in 
Billingham. The President is a voluntary 
position, involving chairing the regular 
team meetings and annual National 
Council, representing the YCW at home 

and abroad, and coordinating the 
training and development programme. 
Marc will continue to work as the 
National Training and Development 

Park HQ.

He takes over from Kate Wilkinson, a 
long-time member of the YCW who 
became involved in the movement when 
she was at high school. Kate currently 
works as a School Chaplain and is 
involved in numerous Catholic youth 
ministry projects. Thankfully, she will 
continue to support the work of the YCW 

alongside her other work around the 
country.

Commenting on his new role, Marc said: 
“I have experienced things through the YCW 
that I wouldn’t have dreamed of, I have met 
new people and made friends who have 
helped and supported me and most of all, 
I have developed my skills and learnt new 
ones as a person and as a leader. That is 
why I feel so privileged to have been elected 
President and I will do my upmost to keep 
our movement growing!”

August also marked the 52nd anniversary 

of the death of Fr. Joseph Cardijn, who 
founded the YCW in Belgium in 1925 
and was later to be made a Cardinal for 
his work with the movement. Cardijn 
visited Britain on a number of occasions, 
remarking that “it was the best retreat I 
made at the beginning of my priesthood.” 
He was inspired by his talks with Trade 
Union leaders, clergy and of course, local 
workers.

More information from YCW
Email:  
Tel:  
Web:  

Marc meets Pope 
Francis during a 
visit Rome.

Complete 
pest control 

solutions
call

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING, 
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING, 

DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk

Moorbrook House, 84 Moorbrook Street,
Preston PR1 7EX

Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127
• Established Over 60 Years •

Church
Supplies
– serving
Schools,
Business and
Homes

School building work and
refurbishment/ conversion, building

and joinery work, extensions,
alterations & repairs, loft conversions,

replacement doors 
and windows

Builders Yard,  66 Marsden Street, 
Kirkham,  Preston PR4 2TH
Tel: (01772) 684489  
Fax: (01772) 671486

email: admin@jeharrison.co.uk
www.jeharrisonbuilders.co.uk


