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A

The secular world at this time would want us to turn our hearts 

rush into the Christmas season before we have even started 
Advent. But the Catholic Voice encourages you not to get caught 
up in the pre-Christmas frenzy and refocus on what really 
matters that is our faith and bringing others to know and love 
our Saviour Jesus Christ.

As Bishop Paul wrote in his recent Pastoral Letter:

Growing our faith and encouraging others does not necessarily 
mean us doing anything extraordinary. Often it is the small 
ordinary things that have the greatest impact; spending a 
few extra minutes in prayer each day, taking advantage of 
Eucharistic Adoration, maybe attending Mass during the 
week in addition to Sunday, being open to sharing your faith 

 when the opportunity presents 

Christian service are all small changes that could reap so much fruit.

bang. The light of faith however can bring rich rewards and 
the Catholic Voice believes that it is this light that is needed to 
penetrate the needs of our world today.
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I

During the small group time, the 
following questions were set as a starting 
point for discussions, and these provided 

Bishop Paul.

 • What is your suggestion for
 introducing Jesus to young people
 who don’t know him?

 • What is your suggestion for helping

 the Church?

 • What is your suggestion for helping
 young people to grow in faith and to
 work out what they want to do with
 their lives?

• Anything else you would like to say?

In discussion there was overlap between 
these questions and answers to one 
might relate to another. For this reason, 
the second question doesn’t have its own 
heading in the summary of the responses 
below.

Most young people felt that the 
experience of visiting a retreat centre 
was key for them. It was suggested that 
more could be done to get into schools to 
prepare for retreats and follow them up. 
There was an awareness that cost could 
be a barrier for some.

They were concerned that many young 
people missed out on the opportunities 
available to them (retreats, pilgrimages, 
other events etc.) because they weren’t 
aware of them, and suggested the Youth 
Service could do more outreach into 
schools to promote these.

Personal witness is important. 
Authenticity is important. Everyone 
knows people who know about faith 

, but don’t have faith. 
The witness of others, priests, chaplains, 
youth ministers and other young people 
living their faith is necessary to convert 
them 

. Support for young people to 
help them answer  about 
the faith and church would be helpful.
More needs to be done outside of 
Castlerigg. It was suggested that the 
diocese invest in professionals to work 
alongside the Youth Service locally 
across the diocese. Local youth groups 
are important. It would also be helpful if 
events like the  
evening  
could happen more regularly and in 

A programme for a group of young 
people to visit parishes around the 
diocese, perhaps just to meet people 
or possibly lead elements of the Mass 

 was 
suggested. Some parishes do good things 
for National Youth Sunday, but this needs 
to be more widespread across the diocese 
and throughout the year. The witness of 
young people with faith is important in 
encouraging not just young people (who 

.

We should look for opportunities to 
address people’s questions about faith, 
for example through Grill the Priest type 
events (at which a priest answers any 

.

Thought also needs to be given to how 

we reach marginalised groups, e.g. LGBT, 
ensuring that they don’t feel excluded.

It is important that young people know 
that there are people in the Church whom 
they can talk to and discuss all aspects of 
life. Priests need to be approachable, and 
need to know their young people such 
that they can invite them to events and 
introduce them to others. This may be 
particularly important for young people 
from families were they do not receive 
support in their faith.

There was a request for more events with 
a similar style to Youth 2000 – centred 
on the Eucharist and sacraments, with 
praise and worship 

after retreats, pilgrimages, events etc. 
but need more support to sustain this. 
They come back from these events 
looking for Mass, confessions, adoration, 

with their work/college commitments. 
One young person commented ‘Parishes 

Creating spaces for young people to 
get together and share faith is also 

other supports them in their faith. These 
needn’t be events with a programme – it 

they feel safe to discuss the faith, prayer 
life etc. and a gathering that builds 
connections. 

However, it was also felt there is a lack 

help them access the intellectual side of 
faith, Church teachings and the riches 
of the sacraments. Reading groups were 
suggested as one possibility (perhaps 

.

Some young people were aware that the 

disadvantaged people at home and 
around the world. They felt that this 
could be better promoted to make 
people aware of this, and there could be 
clearer opportunities for young people to 
contribute to this.

Those present expressed a desire to be 
involved – they feel that young people 
have gifts that they want to share in 
the Church, but they aren’t given the 
opportunity. They were particularly 
concerned to use their gifts to free up 
priests to be priests.

to happen at an age at which a young 
person is making a genuine choice for 
faith. It was suggested that this should 
be around the age of 14 – at which fewer 

the sacrament would be more likely to 
continue to engage with their faith after.

There was a discussion about the Youth
Service website  
and social media accounts

. Some felt that 
these need to make faith more explicit 

established faith, but concern was 
also raised by a young person (a school 

 that to do so could put young 

There was agreement that these need to 
be connected with contemporary youth 
culture, authentic and of a high quality. 
Videos were suggested as an important 
medium.

It was noted that personal witness, the 
recommendation of a friend, is often 

events.

There was concern that everything that 

Lancaster Youth 
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To advertise please contact 
Charlotte on 07932 248225 

or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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The Superior of the Order, Sister 

two local sisters in Preston at the Holy 
Family Church in Ingol. The congregation 
joined the sisters after Mass for a 
celebration hotpot or curry lunch in the 
Parish Centre.                                  Peter Reed

We would like to thank these schools for always

supporting the paper.  If your school would like to do 

the same please contact Charlotte on 07932 248225 

or 01440 730399 or email charlotter@cathcom.org 

to book your advert

If your School would like to wish our
readers a Happy and Holy Christmas in

the next edition, or would like to
advertise a Christmas Fayre or Carol
Concert, please get in touch by the 

13th November 2019.  
Contact Charlotte on 07932 

248225 or charlotter@cathcom.org.
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spoken a little more about the actual 
service as well as the Catholic faith. 

Our wedding was immediately followed 
by another and it was only as we 
were outside the church having our 
photographs taken and heard the organ 
strike up that we realised we had never 

As the children came along and later 
attended school we all regularly attended 
Mass as a family but I saw no reason or 
felt any need to  Although I never 
went up for a blessing most people in 
the parish assumed I was a catholic – I 
was even invited to join the Knights of St 

I cannot say there was any ’Road to 
Damascus’ experience, neither was I 
struck dumb prior to the christening 
of one of our children. However after 
27 years the time seemed right to fully 
participate in my attendance at Mass 
and, at the Easter Vigil in 1994, I became 
a fully participating member of the 
Church. 

I cannot say that there was any huge 
change or increase in my faith but to be 
fully participating in the Eucharist was 
a real blessing. Following a house move 
in 2012 Olive and I began attending St 
Joseph’s in Ansdell, and last year we had 
the privilege of representing the parish at 

the Eucharistic Congress in Liverpool.

I am, of course, one of a long line of 
converts, which includes luminaries of 
the Church like St. Augustine, St. Paul, 
Constantine, and St. John Henry Newman. 
Numerous others have included CS Lewis, 
GK Chesterton, Gerard Manley Hopkins, 
Siegfried Sassoon, Delia Smith, Diana 
Dors, and Jane Fonda. Alec Guinness left 
the  several years before he 
became Obi-wan Kenobi.

Some people have left things late making 
the decision to convert on their death 

Wilde, and even John Wayne despite 
uttering  14 
years earlier as the centurion at the cross 
in 

There will be many reasons or callings 
that bring people to the decision to 
convert to Catholicism and I do not 
propose to speculate why Tony Blair took 
the step on 22nd December 2007 after 
stepping down as Prime Minister – Things 

Of course over the years there have been 
men who have converted to Catholicism 
and became priests, however the Church 
must show discretion for in his First Letter 
to Timothy 3 v6, Paul cautions that when 
looking to appoint a Bishop 
be a recent convert”.                      

North West Manager
Based:  Lancaster

Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) supports the Catholic Church in over 140 countries
across the world where there is oppression, persecution or pastoral need.

We are seeking an experienced North West Manager to raise funds and awareness for
our international projects. Heading up the NW team of office-based staff and the team
of Area Secretaries (parish speakers), and through a wide range of fundraising and
marketing techniques, the NW Manager will work to increase the significance of the
North West’s contribution as a proportion of overall UK income and build a solid base of
parish-based volunteers.

This role will continue to develop and implement a fundraising development strategy in
conjunction with the Community Outreach Manager, focusing significantly on parish
development, major donors, regionally significant sources of support and youth
development, and will work to agreed fundraising and non-fundraising targets.

If you offer a strong track record of major donor fundraising, community and youth
development, with a demonstrable track record of meeting financial and other targets,
and if you have excellent contacts and presence within the Catholic community in the
North West in order to continue to develop ACN as a significant Catholic charity
presence, we would be very keen to hear from you.

To apply please visit our website https://acnuk.org/about/jobs-and-volunteering/ to
see the full job specification, download an application form and then email your
completed application form to: portia.borrett@acnuk.org, Tel.: 0208 661 5173.

Closing date – Sunday 17th November 2019
1st  Interviews – Wednesday 20th November 2019
2nd Interviews – Monday 25th November 2019
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SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

Boarbank Hall

Contact: Sr Marian
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria,  LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Canonesses of St Augustine 
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common 
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality 
• Care of the poor and sick

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try 

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
www.safefoam.co.uk

Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail
When phoning please quote LV101
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WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Please contact Charlotte to
advertise your Christmas Mass
times in the December edition

by Wednesday 

13th November 2019 

call 07932 248225 or email
charlotter@cathcom.org
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As many of you will know, John was 
born the son of an Anglican vicar in 
Skirwith, near Penrith, in 1921. He was 
an adventurous soul, whose travelling 
included gruelling experiences in the 
Burma campaign during the war, a spell 
in rural Italy and in Belgium, and visiting 
the Holy Land. Even after his conversion 
to Catholicism he was still restless, 
moving on from monastery to presbytery, 

and even living on the streets in London. 

He was full of life and fun, a musician 
and a poet, warm and friendly, yet with a 
deep need for silent prayer and solitude. 
Finally, he found his true home, caring for 
the lepers of Mutemwa in Zimbabwe. 

Many thousands each year visit the 
shrine which was his home, and many 
miracles of healing, visions of John, and 
signs such as the spinning sun have been 
experienced. 

saint. At the same time, we are proud and 
grateful to call him one of our own.

The sun shone on Westminster Cathedral 

including Zimbabweans living in London 
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Mass Listings – November   2019

St Margaret Mary, Scalegate Road, Carlisle

Second Fridays at 7.00 pm*

*Please note new day and time

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool

Mondays: 12.00 noon; 

Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston

Mondays – Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass  

Saturdays: 10.30 am Low Mass 

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston 

Monday-Saturday: 12 noon, Low Mass

Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

No Mass at Hornby until May 2020

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin
Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancaster@lms.org.uk
Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com

Hayton, Brampton, Cumbria CA8 9JB
nicholashobbsfurniture@yahoo.co.uk

www.nicholashobbs.co.uk 07947 030952

Established in 1992

Serving the North West, specialising in Liturgical 

Furnishing, hand built to specification and budget.
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Paul was ordained at St Thomas More’s 
church, Lancaster by Bishop Brewer in 
1989 where he served for four years. 
In 1993 he moved to St Bernadette’s 
parish in Lancaster where he has spent 
the last twenty six years. He was also 
head of RE at Our Lady’s Catholic College 
until 2007.Paul was also involved with 
pastoral care and bereavement support 
at St John’s Hospice in Lancaster.

During his time at St Bernadette’s Paul 
has served under three parish priests; 
Fr John Hawkins, Fr Peter Foulkes and 
presently Fr Peter Sayer.

Deacon Paul supports Fr Sayer in his 
pastoral and administrative duties 
by sharing the word of God with us, 

These challenging illustrations were part 
of a presentation given by Sister Margaret 
Atkins to the Deacons of the Diocese, 
at a formation day held at Hyning Hall 

deacons and their wives present, and the 
subject for exploration was Pope Francis’ 

Si, issued in 2015.

The words  are 
taken from a canticle by St. Francis of 
Assisi and mean 
Coming from the writings of a Saint 
renowned for his love of creation and the 
natural environment, they are a suitable 
backdrop for the Pope’s own concern for 
what he calls  The 
encyclical is a powerful and compelling 
document; it is 102 pages long, 
authoritative in its tone, well researched 
and clearly delivered and presented. 

It is an example of the church at its best, 
informing and advising its children on 

all the features and facets of what is 
happening to our world, its human roots 
and causes, the scale of its impact, and 
how any solutions would require a new 
dialogue and a wholly new lifestyle, 
formed and inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Sister Margaret’s excellent talk focussed 
on the obligation on each of us, as 

message, and to respond to it in our 

She suggested that the exercise of 
Christian virtues provided the scope 
and motivation for such a response. It 
was important to remember that our 
Creation home was conceived and 
donated to us by God out of love; it was in 
the breadth of that same spirit that our 

generated should be conducted. Not 
least among these virtues was courage, 

the commitment and determination 
to be a positive and practical source 
of restoration, in spite of the scale of 

need to be informed and fed by love, 
by a renewal of faith, and by reliance 
on the encouragement and support 

need for openness, for dialogue and a 
positive response to the suggestions of 
others, to a broad and sensitive sense 
of perspective, a temperateness that 
sought to balance that which was needful 

It was a tall agenda, as indeed was the 
encyclical itself.

The discussion which followed Sister 
Margaret’s talk was wide-ranging and 
deeply concerned for the enormity of 
what confronted our world, and the 
narrowing time scale for retrieving and 
restoring what has been lost. Canon Tony 
Walsh urged a counsel of hope; there 
were, he felt numerous examples of 
individuals, companies and agencies who 
were active on a personal and local level 

evidence of changes in lifestyles, fresh 
ways of thinking and acting, particularly 
among the young, and a growing 
unwillingness simply to accept things 

more to be done; indeed, there was a 
half-hidden feeling of despondency and 
crisis at what was facing us.

The key question remained: how to 
persuade all of us that we are part of 
the problem and hence a key part of 
the solution. There needs to be a sea 
change in our frame of thinking and with 
it a willingness to commit ourselves to 
practical measures for change. Hence 
the pencils and the plastic bottles of 

in raising awareness of the content and 
purpose of the Pope’s encyclical. Equally, 
there was scope for parishes to explore 
the Pope’s message and to determine 
what it might mean in real terms for their 
communities. In the Pope’s own words, 
“...the Lord of love is always present ... He 

to Him!” 

celebrating baptisms, weddings and 
funerals and visiting parishioners and 
the sick. He welcomes newcomers to the 

study group, coordinates the justice 
and peace group, is actively involved 
in ecumenism with South Lancaster 
Churches Together,  chats with parents 
outside the primary school gates and is 
always there to help support and guide 
us whether we are active members of the 
church or the housebound. 

All his duties are carried out with 
kindness and support, epitomising the 
role of the deacon which is one of service.
Paul is supported in his role by his 
wife Anne and children John, Ruth and 
Stefan. On Sunday, July 21st, Mass was 
celebrated for them all and was followed 
by refreshments in the social area.
We pray for Deacon Paul’s continuing 
ministry with us in the parish.

with his family.
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For more information and to book, please call Jo Wallace on

01253 922688 or 07885570870

If you have a family member or friend who would benefit from spending

time in good company with care packages to suit individual needs and

delivered by a dedicated care team then give us a call.

We will be more than happy to show you around our homes and

the facilities on offer.

We provide all meals & laundry service | Daily events & activities

We are now taking reservations, so give us a call!

LAKEVIEW 

REST HOMES
Located in Lytham St Annes.

THE MOORINGS & ROSEWOOD LODGE

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOME

LAKEVIEW LODGE & NEWFIELD LODGE

SPECIALISE IN DEMENTIA CARE

DON’T BE ALONE THIS

WINTER & CHRISTMAS

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU
If you are 65 & Over We Can Provide Care

& Companionship in a Safe Home from

Home Setting
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Complete 
pest control 

solutions
call

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING, 
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING, 

DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk

Moorbrook House, 84 Moorbrook Street,
Preston PR1 7EX

Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127
• Established Over 60 Years •

Church
Supplies
– serving Schools,
Business and Homes


