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Statement from the Catholic
Diocese of Lancaster upon the death
of our Holy Father Pope Francis

tis with great sadness that we learned
of the death of our Holy Father, Pope
Francis, after a period of ill-health.

On Easter Sunday, Pope Francis made a
brief appearance at St Peter’s Square to
bless thousands of people gathered in
Rome to celebrate the Resurrection of
the Lord.

May he now rest in the peace of the
Risen Christ whose faithful servant he
has been. We are deeply grateful for the

life and service of Pope Francis. While we
mourn his loss, we are thankful for his
steadfast witness and legacy. His life of
discipleship, and then leadership, within
the Church saw him accept responsibility
from the Lord as a Jesuit, a priest, a

bishop, and finally as successor to St Peter.

His firm resolve and challenging teaching
on issues including care for creation, the
sexual abuse of children, and insights
into intimacy of human relationships,
saw the Pope broaden opportunities for

dialogue within the Church, and with
people and groups from outside the
Catholic Church.

Masses for the repose of the Pope’s soul
will be offered across the churches of our
Diocese in the coming days. We entrust
Pope Francis to the Father of all mercies
and pray for the happy repose of his

soul. Please remember Pope Francis in
your prayers.

Rt Rev Paul Swarbrick, Bishop of Lancaster



Cardinal Vincent Nicgols,
President of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales. :

265th successor ol"%amt Peter,
by the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England & Wales

ope Francis has died aged 88, the Vatican Press
Office confirmed on Easter Monday, April 21st.

He was the 265th successor of St Peter from his
election on 13 March 2013 to 21 April 2025.

At 9:45am, Rome time, Cardinal Kevin Farrell,
Camerlengo of the Apostolic Chamber, announced
the death of Pope Francis from the Casa Santa Marta
with these words:

“Dearest brothers and sisters, with deep sorrow | must
announce the death of our Holy Father Francis. At 7:35
this morning, the Bishop of Rome, Francis, returned to

the house of the Father.

His entire life was dedicated to the service of the Lord
and of His Church. He taught us to live the values

of the Gospel with fidelity, courage, and universal
love, especially in favor of the poorest and most
marginalised.

With immense gratitude for his example as a true
disciple of the Lord Jesus, we commend the soul of
Pope Francis to the infinite merciful love of the One
and Triune God.”

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales and
Archbishop of Westminster, said:

“The death of Pope Francis brings great sadness to

so many around the world, both within the Catholic
Church and in societies in general. A voice proclaiming
the innate dignity of every human being, especially
those who are poor or marginalised, is now silent.

The legacy he leaves is one we must seek to carry
forward and strengthen.

UP TO DATE INFORMATION

“Pope Francis was called to priesthood through his
experience of the mercy and compassion of God. This
remained the core of his ministry, as Priest, Bishop
and Pontiff. Only in understanding the love and mercy
of God towards each one of us can we fashion societies
and communities that bear the mark of the ‘kingdom
of God".

“This same focus and emphasis lay at this desire to

see membership of the Church as being rooted in
‘missionary discipleship’, a dynamic and powerful
vision for every Christian and every community. Now we
pray for the repose of his soul, that he may know, in full

measure, the merciful and loving embrace of the Father,

of the one God to whom he gave his life in unstinting
service. May he now rest in peace and rise in glory.”

The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales will
celebrate Requiem Masses for the repose of the soul
of the late Pope in their cathedrals.

Pope Francis
1936-2025

Please check up to date information, mass times and dates at your local parishes for

more information and for all masses at Lancaster Cathedral please visit the website:
www.lancastercathedral.org.uk
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Death of
Pope Francis

Prayer booklet from the
Office for the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of
England and Wales.

Prepared by the Liturgy Office for the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of England and Wales 39 Eccleston Square, London SW1V 1BX

- 3 www.catholicchurch.org.uk
?‘ g Catholic Trust for England and Wales Registered Charity No. 1097482
N A Company No. 4734592

Excerpts from the English translation of The Roman Missal
© 2010, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Psalm 120 and Canticle of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) © 1963

The Grail (England), HarperCollins Publishers Ltd. Used with permission.

Prayer fFor the Successor of Pope Francis

0 God, who chose your servant,

in succession to the Apostle Peter

as shepherd of the whole flock,

look favourably on the supplications of your people

and grant that, as Vicar of Christ on earth,

he may confirm his brethren

and that the whole Church may be in communion with him
in the bond of unity, love and peace,

so that in you, the shepherd of souls,

all may know the truth and attain life eternal.

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.
Amen.
Prayer for Francis
O God, faithful rewarder of souls,
grant that your departed servant Pope Francis, Psalm 120
h d Pet
zln;:l,v}e/:z;; O;;zﬁi?;z;c(;{ “e I lift up my eyes to the mountains: The Lord is your guard and your shade;
may happily enjoy for ever in your presence in heaven z 0’;;' \;vhe,r; e;hall come myh heLlp?d ;t }(/jour r’:ght s:dz h;le stands..
the mysteries of your grace and compassion, % ep 2 71 G T Zm t Z o 4 ag/t €suns ‘il; m')l:hs ol
which he faithfully ministered on earth. who made heaven and earth. nor the moon in the night.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, B May he never allow you to stumble!  The Lord will guard you from evil,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  |et him sleep not your guard. he will guard your soul.
God, for ever and ever. Amen. No, he sleeps not nor slumbers, The Lord will guard your going and coming
Israel’s guard. both now and for ever.

Eternal rest, grant unto him O Lord,

R << upon him. Canticle of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis) (Luke 2:29-32)

May he rest in peace. Amen.
Y 3 At last, all-powerful Master, you give leave to your servant to go in peace, according

May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, to your promise. For my eyes have seen your salvation which you have prepared for
through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. all nations, the light to enlighten the Gentiles and give glory to Israel, your people.



15 KVONLRA
\ENEIO

._-'.-

Franciscus
The People’s Pope

ope Francis was the first non-European Pope
for nearly 1,300 years since Gregory lll, an 8th
Century Syrian.

An Argentinean, he was the first Pope from the
southern hemisphere and was also the first Pope
to be a member of the Society of Jesus.

A champion of ecclesial reform, an advocate for the
poor and refugees, Pope Francis urged the world

to develop a relationship with the Earth which he
called “Our Common Home”. He said we face an
“environmental-social crisis,” marked by “globalised
indifference to the poor”. Care for people, he said,
should always trump financial gain. “My people are
poor and | am one of them,” was a favoured saying.

These were not mere words: Francis chose to live

in two plain rooms in the Vatican guesthouse

rather than the residence in the Apostolic Palace
traditionally used by Popes. He would invite the
homeless to celebrate his birthday. At Francis’s
behest, free showers and launderettes for the
destitute were opened in Rome. He created a Vatican
Office for the care of refugees and migrants.

Francis urged every Catholic parish and monastery
in Europe to welcome a migrant family after bringing
12 refugees from Syria from Greece to re-settle in
Italy. He visualised the Church as a “field-hospital”
where sinners (he included himself) encounter God’s
healing love and mercy. His message was that God’s
love was for everyone, including those who felt

alienated from the Church for whatever reason. He
stressed the need for every person to see their lives
as a step by step journey into closer union with
God, following the way and teaching of Jesus, the
Christ. Ultimately, Francis desired a simple Church
focused on evangelisation and sensitive to the
needs of the poor.

In 2013, Time magazine named Francis their “person
of the year” for bringing the Papacy “out of the palace
and onto the streets.”

The Mercy of God
Mercy was a key word for Francis’s papacy.

“Jesus Christ is the face of the Father’s Mercy,” he
observed, saying God’s mercy was no “abstract idea,”
but something tangible and tender, like a parent’s
love for their child. This is revealed through acts of
love. Francis declared a Year of Mercy (8 December
2015-20 November 2016).

He began the year by opening the Holy Door of St
Peter’s Basilica in Rome. A symbol of God’s mercy
working in our lives, the door is opened every Holy
Year, a period that recurs roughly every quarter-
century. For the first time, similar holy doors were
opened in cathedrals in dioceses around the world.

Reconciliation with God was central to the year.
Catholics were encouraged to frequent Confession,
a sacrament the Pope called “an encounter with the
Lord’s mercy.”
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A MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR
-

Dear Readers,
We share our sorrow & grief with you all at

this very sad time, at the passing of our dear é

Holy Father Pope Francis.

As we go to press, we are aware that significant events continue
to develop and news evolves about Pope Francis and his
successor. The breaking news of Pope Francis death on Easter
Monday came as we were about to publish our May edition.

We have changed and adapted our editorial, stories and theme
to respond to the news & commemorate this sad time in our
Catholic community and our history of Papal leadership for our
Universal Church. We apologise to our contributors who have
sent their stories in for the May edition, as we have had to put
these on hold & will publish these subsequently over the next
few editions. We thank you for your understanding. | would like
to thank our hard working editorial and creative team -

Rob Hotchkiss for his fast turnaround of design with our
pictures, graphics and stories, Fran & Andrew Wygladala

for their sterling support and Bishop Paul Swarbrick for his
compassionate leadership and words of comfort to our readers.

Please share with the Catholic Voice of Lancaster your pictures,

parishes & people during this reflective time, as we mourn and
pray for the repose of the soul of Pope Francis. Thank you dear
readers for your continued support & prayers.

God Bless You All,
Pearl, Editor of The Catholic Voice of Lancaster

David Pope dip Fo MBIFD
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The People’s Pope
Pope Francis, doing what he did best,
despite being gravely ill, focused on
his roles as Holy Father being close
to the public, the faithful, blessing
babies and even a child with cancer.
This was his last public appearance
and this was his goodbye.

CARDINAL

COLLEGE

Chaplaincy Co-ordinator
The College seeks to appoint an enthusiastic and inspiring Chaplaincy Co-ordinator who is committed to
further developing the College's distinctive and inclusive Catholic ethos. We welcome applications for this
support post to commence 20th August 2025

The Role
The Chaplaincy department is looking for someone who is a practicing member of the Catholic Church,
has proven ability in relating well to young people and to all those involved in their education and be
sufficiently confident enough with his/her own faith journey to support and encourage others at whatever
stage they may be in their own journey in faith.
You should display the values, attitudes, and behaviours consistent with the Catholic Ethos of the College

and have a commitment to equality/diversity and the safeguarding of young people and vulnerable adults.

Why work at Cardinal Newman College?
An outstanding college in every aspect, Cardinal Newman is one of the highest performing Sixth Form
Colleges nationally. However, we are as proud of our students’ social, cultural and pastoral achievements
as we are of their outstanding exam results. We are a distinctive Catholic Sixth Form College located in the
centre of Preston, which welcomes colleagues and students of all faiths, and which has a real feeling of
community and is a happy, thriving and highly successful college.

Terms and Conditions
Hours: 37 hours per week, term time only. Starting and finishing times as agreed.
Part time requests will be considered.
Salary: The post will be paid on the Sixth Form Colleges' Support Staff Pay Spine at points
19 to 23- pro rata to £35,158 to £39,441 per annum. Actual Salary £30,335.47 to £34,030.98 per
annum

Closing date for receipt of applications:
11.59pm on Monday 5th May 2025
(we reserve the right to close the advert in advance of this date).

Further Information
Further details are available at http://www.cardinalnewman.ac.uk/
or by telephone to the college on 01772 460181 or 07730 521 540.
All offers of appointment are subject to Disclosure and Barring Service Clearance
as well as a range of other safer recruitment checks
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A legacy of love,

peace, mercy

and redemption

remembered

“The resurrection of Jesus is our hope
and hope does not disappoint”

Pearl Mina, Editor of The Catholic Voice of Lancaster reflects
on the late Pope Francis & his lasting legacy of Mercy & the
Resurrection of Jesus, as spoken in his last Easter Sunday
Urbi et Orbi message of 2025, in St Peter’s Square.

s we mourn Pope Francis’ passing,
his Easter message resonates:
Christ’s resurrection is our hope,
where love triumphs over hate and light
over darkness.

Pope Francis’s last public appearance

and his final gesture of love for the
Church was his Easter Sunday Urbi et Orbi
blessing in which Catholics around the
world celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ at Easter.

Pope Francis sought to reform the
Catholic Church at every level, from
its decision-making processes to
rooting out financial corruption in the
Vatican Curia.

“Todos, Todos, Todos,”

“Everyone, Everyone, Everyone,” he
encouraged young people to chant at
World Youth Day in Lisbon in 2023.
“That is the Church,” he said. “There is
room for all.” Reflecting on the spiritual
significance of Easter, Francis reminded
the faithful that Christ’s resurrection
represents “the basis of our hope” and
that “hope does not disappoint!”

As our Holy Father is in our minds and in
our prayers and in our hearts, after his

passing, we can recall his words.

In his Easter Urbi et Orbi message,
literally meaning ‘to the city of Rome and
to the world, our Holy Father reminded
us that the Resurrection of Jesus is the
basis of your hope and hope does

not disappoint.

“Sisters and brothers, especially those of
you experiencing pain and sorrow, your
silent cry has been heard and your tears
have been counted; not one of them has
been lost!

“In the passion and death of Jesus, God
has taken upon himself all the evil in

this world and in his infinite mercy has
defeated it. He has uprooted the
diabolical pride that poisons the human
heart and wreaks violence and corruption
on every side. The Lamb of God is
victorious! That is why, today, we can
joyfully cry out: “Christ, my hope, has
risen!” (Easter Sequence).

The resurrection of Jesus is indeed
the basis of our hope. For in the light
of this event, hope is no longer an
illusion. Thanks to Christ — crucified
and risen from the dead — hope
does not disappoint! Spes non
confundit! (cf. Rom 5:5).



That hope is not an evasion, but a
challenge; it does not delude, but
empowers us. All those who put their
hope in God place their feeble hands

in his strong and mighty hand; they let
themselves be raised up and set out on

a journey. Together with the risen Jesus,
they become pilgrims of hope, witnesses
of the victory of love and of the disarmed
power of Life.

Christ is risen!

These words capture the whole meaning
of our existence, for we were not made
for death but for life. Easter is the
celebration of life! God created us for
life and wants the human family to rise
again! In his eyes, every life is precious!
The life of a child in the mother’s womb,

as well as the lives of the elderly and the
sick, who in more and more countries are
looked upon as people to be discarded.
In the way the Holy Father described it,
his message is that:

“In the death and resurrection of Christ,
Love has triumphed over hatred,

Light over darkness and truth over
falsehood, Forgiveness over revenge.”

“Evil” Pope Francis said “has not
disappeared from history it will remain
until the end, but it will no longer have the
upper hand. It no longer has power over
those who accept the grace of this day.

“In the Lord’s Paschal Mystery, death and
life contended in a stupendous struggle,

} ;
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meets President Donald Trump.
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Courtesy & Credit
of Vatican News.

but the Lord now lives forever (cf. Easter
Sequence). He fills us with the certainty that
we too are called to share in the life that
knows no end, when the clash of arms and
the rumble of death will be heard no more.”

The message Urbi et Orbi concluded with
the Pontiff’s customary invocation for a
peaceful world: “Let us entrust ourselves to
him, for he alone can make all things new.”
Eternal rest, grant unto Pope Francis O
Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon
him. May his soul and the souls of all the
faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace. Amen.

For Pope Francis’ Full Easter 2025 Urbi Et
Orbi message go to the website of The
Holy See — www.vatican.va

To advertise your school please contact Charlotte on 01440 730399
or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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mourning, Bishop Paul
leads the Diocese through
Requiem Masses and
prayers - honouring and

remembering Pope Francis

O n Easter Monday, we learned that
our Holy Father, Pope Francis had
died that very morning. May his soul
rest in the peace of the Risen Christ.

As with each person we grieve for, we will
thank God for his life, we will pray for him
- as he would wish - that the Lord will be
a merciful judge, and we also remember
how each of us carries seeds of mortality
and must prepare ourselves for our own
day and time, hidden from us.

In addition, we must pray for the church,
presently (as we go to press) without a
successor to Peter. Her life and mission

is not put on pause whilst we await the
election of a new pope. She remains
guided by the Holy Spirit, in the presence
of the Risen Christ, but still dependant on
the ministry of those capable of sin, so we
must pray that she is powerfully guided
by the spirit at this time.

We are in the Easter Octave, and the
church refuses to let our grief eclipse in
any way the light of the Resurrection.

Since on Easter Monday we held our first
Evening Prayers followed by a Requiem
Mass and then on Monday April 28, we
celebrated a formal Requiem Mass for
our late Holy Father and | was pleased

to see so many of you gather at St
Peter’s Cathedral for these masses.
Pope Francis would approve of that. He
has been a worthy leader of the church
in increasingly difficult times. He has
reminded us of the need to carry the joy
of the gospel as we strive to follow Christ.
His call for us to care for our common
home has touched the hearts of many
outside the church. Mondays Requiem
Mass was an opportunity for us to
remember his ministry and thank God
for him in more detail.

Going forward into the month of May;, let
us remember him in our prayers, at Mass
and in how we care for one another.

Eternal rest grant unto us O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon him, may he rest
in peace. Amen.

Rt Rev Paul Swarbrick, Bishop of Lancaster

The mortal remains of
Pope Francis on display in
the Chapel of Casa Santa
Marta, flanked by Swiss
Guards holding vigil.

© Vatican Media
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Rest in Peace Most Holy Father, Supreme Pastor of
The Church. “Well done my good and faithful servant.”
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Pope Francis greets
Bishop Paul Swarbrick
at his appointment of
Bishop of Lancaster.
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Lancaster Cathedral Book Of Condolence
As tributes pour in from around the world
for Pope Francis, following his death at 88,
we also enter into a sacred tradition: the
nine days following the death of a pope
are observed as official days of mourning
throughout the Church. Each community
may mark these days in its own way—
through Masses, prayer, acts of charity, |
and reflection on his legacy. In the coming
days and weeks, our parishes and Dioces
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Bishop Paul Swarbrick was appointed by Pope Francis as the new

Sconng Coved

“The Rebertcc., Bishop of Lancaster. He was announced as the seventh Bishop
E > of Lancaster by Pope Francis on 12 February 2018 and ordained ”
nS pecahon b Bishop and installed as Diocesan Bishop by Bishop Michael ,}w‘—"’““’ e [ ‘4/”4'

fent in pec Campbell on 9 April 2018 at St Peter’s Cathedral, Lancaster.

The Papal Bull announcing Bishop Paul’s
appointment as the new Bishop of Lancaster.

Roy & Liz Quispe
— Parishioners

at Lancaster
Cathedral sign : . 5 B
the Book of : / The Popes final Easter Stinday Blessing at
Condolence. 3 ; The Vatican, Easter Sunday 20th April 2025.



10 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + May 2025

Flame 2025 is the

e LN caster Diocese

Youth Conference

oo, Catholic High Sch

Wembley in March.

et StUdents Fan the

== Flames of Hope

and Chaplains went
along and share their

experiences here.

Students from Our Lady’s, Cardinal Allen and St Bedes
Catholic Schools at The Flame 2025 Conference.

Chaplain Christine Smith of St Mary’s Catholic Academy & Chaplain
Jenny Ball, St Bede’s Catholic High School share the spirit filled hope
of Flame 2025, which is a vital inspiration in our young people’s lives.

Students from St Mary’s Academy set
offtertondon Flame Conference.

O n Saturday 15th March, a group
of students from four of our
Diocesan Catholic high schools and
academies embarked on an inspiring
journey to London to attend the
Flame Youth Congress at

Wembley Arena.

The intrepid group from St Bede’s
Catholic High School, Lytham, Cardinal
Allen Catholic High School, Fleetwood,

St Mary’s Catholic Academy Blackpool,
and Our Lady’s Catholic High School,
Fulwood set off bright and early at 6am,
and became part of a vibrant gathering
of 10,800 young people, all united in faith
and enthusiasm.

The Flame event was an electrifying mix
of faith based music, prayers, adoration
of the blessed sacrament, dance and
drama. Along with thought-provoking
video content, interwoven with powerful
talks from faith based speakers from
across the world.

One of the most eagerly anticipated
speakers was Bear Grylls OBE, who
captivated the audience by openly
sharing his personal faith journey. In an
incredible gesture, he also gifted every
attendee a free copy of his new book
based on the Gospels. The theme for this
year’s congress.

The message was clear and deeply
resonated with our students. We have
returned to our schools having made new
friends and feeling grateful for sharing
our day together. We are excited to apply
what we have learned to our daily lives,
spread joy and reinforce the message
that together, we are truly unstoppable.

Flame 2025 concluded with a moving
moment of Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament, led by Cardinal Vincent
Nichols, capping a day of spiritual
renewal, encouraging young people to
return to their parishes and schools as
ambassadors of hope.
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Fanintoa

flame, the

gift of God,

which is

: _ - in you.
| o sholl ;\g;:wls with students : ._ _ 121in 1.6 § ¢

from Cardinal Allen Catholic High School.

-y

Fanning the Flame in London - St Bedes students arrive.

.'i' . J A —
lll l ! "l St Bedes and other students gather

together at The Flame Conferenci
——e R

S )

© Mazur/cbcew.org.uk
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Faith Wins Out Over Fear
— Bear Grylls OBE

n conversation at Flame 2025 with Catholic speaker
David Wells, Mr Grylls shed light on his Christian Faith:

“Faith is in your heart, faith is in relationships, faith is a
constant connection to the Almighty. | have many struggles,
many doubts, | really don’t have it all together, but | know
that | am loved and held, and the light shines.

“Faith is part of the adventure, faith is the adventure. It’s a
journey... It’s a backbone, a streak of steel, the presence of
Jesus besides us in the highs and the lows. It’s fire and life
and water, all in one. It’s a journey.”

To a packed out and loud crowd, he added: “I hope you
have an amazing rest of Flame. You guys are unstoppable!”

Flame’s theme of “Unstoppable: Fan the flame of hope”
echoed what Pope Francis calls us to be in this year of
Jubilee: “Pilgrims of Hope.”

Some reflections on the day from our young people:

Fr Dominic Howarth, a priest of Brentwood Diocese who co-chairs the planning
team For Flame 2025, read a message from the Apostolic Nuncio in Great Britain,
H. E. Archbishop Miguel Mary Buendia, who encouraged the young people: “Let
your faith shine brightly in the world, and know that you are not alone on this journey.”

Want to reduce your Parish Admin?

Send your parish newsletter by
email or text message
Save Time
Save Money
Save Carbon

()

CASPAR

WWW.caspar.church

©®  Sunday Mass Attendance

wja

X

CASPAR
Supporting Parishe

Admin - More M

I_ess Wil B EER B L Ny 1
- Online Parish Census
- Parishioner Database

- Automatically Update your Website

Secure and GDPR Compliant
Contact us info@caspar.church

Bea, Evie, Lila, Bridget, Freya,
Lilly, John, Elliot, Evie, Scarlett,
students at St Bede’s Catholic
High School, Lytham:

“It was an icy morning, the sun was yet

to rise, my watch read 5:00am. The
coldness disappeared when we felt the
warm atmosphere of the coach full of
fellow Catholics from 4 other schools in
the Diocese. After a six hour journey, | was
taken aback by the strong feeling of faith
and community in Wembley Arena.

“The Flame Conference 2025 was an
immense experience and we felt in
communion with others and more open to
Christ, as we knew there were many other
people our age with the same beliefs.

“When Bear Grylls spoke he was very

inspiring and made us feel we could achieve

anything as long as we had God. We are
unstoppable.

“The music, the drama and the testimonies
all helped to strengthen our faith and we
hope we can have a similar experience
again. The 7 hour coach journey home

was less unbearable after experiencing
this incredible event. It was midnight, the
darkness had fallen once again, but the
‘Flame’ was still burning brightly in our
hearts & souls.”

© Mazur/cbcew.org.uk

Sophia, Year 10 at Cardinal Allen
Catholic High School, Fleetwood:

“How would | describe my FLAME 2025
experience? For months beforehand, |
was so excited to go to this huge event; |
wouldn’t stop talking about it, but | had no
idea really what it would be like!

But genuinely, the reality was so much more
than | expected! As soon as we arrived,
people were so friendly, welcoming and
couldn’t have been any nicer. Our first
stop was the One Hope Project stand — we
had been listening to their music all week
in preparation. I bought a bag that I will
keep forever! The atmosphere inside was
amazing; people laughing and dancing
along to the songs being performed; it was
so electric.

The highlight of the day was definitely
getting the chance to speak with, Cardinal
Vincent Nichols! We have learnt about him
in RE, and that he gave our group so much
of his time made FLAME a day that I, and my
friends, will never forget.

“Ending with Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament was so peaceful and it was
amazing being able to feel so comfortable
praying with thousands of other people. It
really felt like we are all a part of this one
big community.”

St Bede’s
students sharing
the joy of Jesus.
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“What a privilege to share this message to 10,000
people at Wembley arena for the Flame Congress
Jfaith convention. Reminding the teenagers that
school is a RUNWAY for life,gnd’that true Faith is

in your heart, in your friendships, and burns like

an ember. And above all, to know that we are loved
and held by the Almighty through the storms of life.

#FLAME2025.”

Solomon & Zac, Year 10 pupils
from Our Lady’s Catholic High
School, Fulwood:

“Flame was a really positive Catholic
concert that helped us, as young people, to
deepen our faith. It featured inspiring talks,
engaging live music, and opportunities for
prayer and reflection. Being with so many
other young Catholics created a strong
sense of community and highlighted the
lively spirit of the Church’s youth. We found
ourselves feeling uplifted and more inspired
in our faith journey afterwards, which was a
truly valuable aspect of the event.”
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Bear Grylls
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Kate & Keira, students from
St Mary’s Catholic Academy,
Blackpool:

“Flame 2025 was an extraordinary
experience. It was an amazing celebration
of our Catholic faith which brought
communities from all over the world

to celebrate the word of God. It was a
wonderful opportunity to meet new people,
pray and learn the stories of our friends
around the world. During the lunch break
we were volunteering in the foyer. We spoke
to people about the debt crisis around the
world and gathered people’s finger prints
and signatures on stickers to promote
solving it.

“After the lunch break the stickers were all
stuck on giant hands saying ‘Cancel Debt.
Choose Hope.” and then displayed to the
whole arena. It was lovely to be able to
meet hundreds of people who were willing
to help CAFOD’s cause to cancel world debt
and their kindness is something we’ll never
be able to forget.”
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LARMENI
RETIREME
VILLAGE
APARTMENTS

AVAILABLE FOR SALE AND
RENTAL

Located at Beardwood, on the edge of the beautiful Ribble Valley, these
elegant one and two-bedroom retirement apartments are situated in over
4 acres of lovely wooded grounds. AvailaEle support services include
handyman, domestic cleaning, laundry and 24hr emergency response.
Selected properties are available for purchase or rent.

Try before you buy scheme is also offered.

Visit our website at www.nazarethretirementvillages.co.uk for more
information.

NAZARETH
RETIREMENT

@ 01254 582704 VILLAGES

N4 sales.blackburnuk@nazarethcare.com
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Our Lady of Fideli A '
gy ary! We crown thee with blossoms tod

S Queen of the Angels
Queen of The May,

LADY OF FIDELITY go{wa

1 Our Lady's Close, Upper Norwood, ' (
London SE19 3FA Telephone 07760 297001 v i

- Boarbank Hall
\ Canonesses of St Augustine
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone

Prayer « Community = Hospitality
« Care of the poor and sick

Contact: Sr Marian

Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands,
Cumbria, LA11 7NH

Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Curly Tail Storage

AFFORDABLE VARIETY OF PERSONAL
STORAGE SOLUTIONS SINCE 2004

o Large choice of ground floor
units 50 to 125sq/ft
o Additional smaller units
on Ist floor
» Unit access 7am - 8pm
o Owner lives on-site - 24/7 CCTV
Need help choosing storage?
Call 01524 791837 or pop in and visit!
Mon - Sat: 9am - 5pm | Sun: 10am - 4pm
Curly Tail, Park Lane, Forton, PR3 OJX
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

Bring flowers of the rarest
Bring flowers the fairest,
Our advertisers From garden and woodland and hillside and dale;
:’eLgfeat SUP?’O“G’S of Our full hearts are swelling,
the Lancaster Voice, so . .
’ r v ]
blease help them by Our glad voices telling

supporting their The praise of the loveliest flower of the vale!

busi nesses Hymn Credit - written by Mary E. Walsh “Bring Flowers of The Rarest”




May 2025 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + 15

Make May About Mary

In this special year of our Diocesan Centenary ',:ﬂ' wqt'/\/l
o
. /.

celebrations and the Jubilee Year of Hope, take some time :
out in May to visit one of our beautiful Marian Shrinesat % A ELL-GR”V‘S OF HOPE
Ladeywell, Fernyhalgh and St Mary’s, Cleator Moor. F/ N —

£k

1/ Crowning of Mary
Queen of The May,

St Cuthbert’s RC Chusiehg
Blackpool.

R
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2/ Our Lady of Lourdes
Statue at Lancaster
Cathedral, Patroness of
The Diocese

Lancaster Cathedral.

3/ Garden grotto at
Holy Family RC Church,

Freckleton.

4/ Ladyewell, Fernyhalgh,
Fulwood, Preston.

THis MONTH

Create a Grotto in your garden
at home and send in your
pictures by emailing them to:
CatholicVoiceNews®lrcd.org.uk

“The month of May is a month which the
piety of the faithful has long dedicated to
Mary, the Mother of God.

“Our heart rejoices at the thought of the
moving tribute of faith and love which will
soon be paid to the Queen of heaven in every
corner of the earth.

“For this is the month during which
Christians in their churches and their homes, |=
offer the Virgin Mother more fervent and
loving acts of homage and veneration; and
it is the month in which a greater abundance . ' ‘ ‘vv

!

of God'’s merciful gifts comes down to us Pray the Rosary X Our Lady of
from our Mother’s throne.” every day to obtain ' Fatima Feast Day

peace for the world Tuesday

From Mense Maio - The Month of May which details " 3
and in your Family. 13th May 2025

the church’s special devotion to Mary during May.
Pope Paul VI (1965)

The Catholic
Voice of
Lancaster
would like
to hear
from you!

If your parish or school
has any news or if you
would personally like
to submit an article
for publication, please
send us what you have.
Contact details can be
found on page 2.

Martin’s

The Funeral Directors

186-188 Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston

PR2 2]J Tel: 01772-733007

1 Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge

PR3 3AP Tel: 01772-782121

Windy Nook House Garstang Road, Fulwood, Preston,
PR2 8JY Tel: 01772 500830 1

Proprietor W, Martin Wooton
Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest
Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
4

The complete funeral service from a

4 i) =
private family owned and run firm e A

Y

JILL GLENCROSS
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Multi Award Winning
Family Funeral Directors
Female and Male Funeral Directors
Private Chapels of Rest
Nothing Is Ever Too Much Trouble

Y 16 The Square, Dalston,
& Carlisle CA5 7PY

%..wd"" Tel: 01228 317373 o
https://www.jillglencrossfuneraldirector.co.uk/

Sean Crilley (DipFd)
Funeral Directors

e 24 hour Personal Service
e Private Chapels of Rest
e Pre-Paid Funeral Plans
e Memorial Consultants
For personal attention and professional advice,
day and night, call Sean

78 Brook Street, Carlisle, CA1 2HX
o/ (01228) 544905
R

To advertise please
contact Charlotte on
01440 730399 or email

charlotter@cathcom.org
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National Altar Servers
Mass to be held at

Lancaster Cathedral

Il Altar Servers across Lancashire
and Cumbria are invited to join in
the National Mass in May.

The Archconfraternity of St Stephen

is inviting all Altar Servers and their
families to the annual National Mass

of 2025, to be hosted by the Diocese

of Lancaster in its centenary year, at St
Peter’s Cathedral, Lancaster on Saturday
17th May at 12.15pm. The aim is to reach
and bring together as many Altar Servers
as possible, young and old, their families
and clergy, to grow in faith, service and
friendship.

lan Mullholland, Director of The Lancaster
Diocese branch of the Guild of St Stephen
is encouraging altar servers from all over
the Lancashire and Cumbria as well as

the UK to get involved and attend:

“We hope that our Diocesan servers from
our local parishes and schools will make

the pilgrimage journey to Lancaster for this
special National Mass. As this is a national
event, we also look forward to welcoming
servers from our neighbouring dioceses
and further afield.

We are grateful to Bishop Swarbrick and
the Cathedral staff for their support and
all those involved in organising this Mass.”

The tower will be open ringing for halfan
hour before Mass. Servers or their family
members who can ring bells are welcome
to join the team before going to vest.
Due to work needing to take place in the
tower, the ringers are currently ringing on
6 bells, tenor 19cwt. Visitors will need to
be able to ring bells of that weight with a
fairly long draught confidently. Please let
us know if you are interested.

Paul Woodhouse

For enquiries, please contact:
nationalmass@guildofststephen.org

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

safefoam

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN
www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of Foam & fabrics sent by first class mail.
When phoning please quote MV101

3

Our advertisers
are great supporters of
the Lancaster Voice,
so please help them
by supporting
their businesses

To advertise please contact

Charlotte on
01440 730399 or email
charlotter@cathcom.org
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Bishop Paul Swarbrick with
Altar Server Star Worthington
from The’Sacred Heart'RC
Church, Blackpaol, whais‘a
member.of St Stephen§'Guild
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We will I)_e|ma|(ing the June edition a

' celebration of the life of Pope Francis

anl:l"ﬂﬂk hack on his tireless work
/" inthe Church since 2013.

If you would like to advertise in this
Commemorative edition, please
contact Charlotte Roshrooke via
email charlottter@cathcom.org or

telephone 01440 730399. This e~

interest but will also nﬁ;ometllin
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