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Jesus did not just die on the Cross.

He suffered and died for You!

He suffered the

agony in the Garden

when He prayed

to the Father ‘Not

My will but yours

be done’.

He suffered the

humiliation of being

stripped, whipped,

scorned and crowned

with thorns.

He suffered the

desolation of

His followers

deserting Him.

He suffered sadness

as the crowds turned

on Him and called for

His crucifixion.

He suffered the

harshness of being

made to carry his

Cross, barely able

to walk, bleeding

and stumbling

several times.

He suffered the

excruciating pain as

the soldiers drove

the nails into His

hands and feet.

He poured out his

blood for You!

He died for You!

And even in death

prayed:

“Forgive them Father

for they know not

what they do”

THE

K&M Maintenance
Heating - Electrical - Building
Telephone: 01772 704530 Fax 01722 798801

Heating, Electrical and Building services across the North West of England
Gas
• Emergency Boiler Repairs for all makes
• Boiler Installations & servicing
• Central Heating System repairs/upgrades/leaks
• New fitted Central Heating Systems
• Landlord Gas Safety Certificates (CP12)

Electrical
• New consumer units supplied and fitted
• All emergency breakdowns • Power tripping
• New lighting • Additional sockets
• Faulty sockets • Rewiring
• Outdoor lighting/sockets

Building
• Extension work
• Alterations • Driveways, paths and patios
• Conservatories • Double glazing
• Fascias and Soffits 

Prices
Boiler Service - £39 + VAT plus £10 for every additional appliance.

Tel No: 01772 704530 Mobile: 07941 554730 Fax No:
01772 798801
Address: K & M Maintenance Services Ltd, 
Unit 9 Romay Way, Preston, Lancs PR2 5BB
More information: www.kmmaintenance.co.uk
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The Gospel, a word which means Good News, is not simply the
account of Jesus’ life, preaching, and death. Jesus Christ is
himself the Gospel. And as such His resurrection is not just the
one off triumph of life over death, but His continuing victory. 

Pope Francis writes: “In Christ, even darkness and death become a
point of encounter with Light and Life.”

Just as newspapers frame the news according to their politics,
we must frame the world according to our faith. Surrounded by
bad news we are called to rejoice in our hope; the cross isn’t an
obstacle, but the route to salvation, and as such suffering is part
of a bigger picture. In the pain and hurt of our world we should
seek out the love that lifts people out of their suffering and
offers them hope.

At the Catholic Voice we often report on these instances of love:
the experiences of those who are suffering and the encounters
which have given them hope; the generosity of those who give
their time to help the needy, whether in our parishes or around
the world; the joy with which we live out our faith, sometimes in
difficult circumstances. We encourage our readers when they
read or watch the news, or share it with others, to frame it with
the Gospel and seek out signs of love and hope.

EDITORIAL

In recent months there has been a lot of press coverage of
fake news, untrue stories that are presented as news for any

number of reasons, often cynical. Modern communications,
especially social media, have made it easier for these stories
to proliferate and take on their own momentum but it isn’t an
entirely new phenomenon. We’ve become used to stories
being adjusted by spin doctors, in history there has always
been a role for propaganda, and Mark Twain famously said
“Never let the truth get in the way of a good story” (although we
can find no evidence he ever actually said this).

Of course all reporting has its own perspective. We are used to
the idea that you can place people on the political spectrum by
their choice of newspaper. It is easier to accept news from a
perspective we share. The flourishing of fake news, and the
outcry that accompanies it, should call us to reflect on how we
consume and share news in our own lives.

In his letter for World Communications Day, Pope Francis
addressed the persistent focus in the media on bad news
(violence, scandals, etc.). There is a danger, he says, that tragedy
can turn into entertainment, consciences be dulled, and we slip
into pessimism. And this is in stark contrast with the Christian
message.

“In Christ, even darkness and
death become a point of
encounter with Light and Life.

”
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On Thursday 5th January 2017, Fr John Millar celebrated
Mass in the newly renovated Pugin church of Our Lady

& St Wilfrid's in Carlisle. This was followed by a coffee
morning, hosted  by the SVP who provided transport for the
elderly and housebound - it was a good opportunity for
parishioners to get together and chat to friends.

It wasn’t intended for the coffee morning to raise funds but
with the array of homemade scones and carrot cake and the
attraction of a tombola run by Marguerite Spencer ensured a
profit from the event.

Martin McSweeney, SVP Treasurer, thanked  Fr John Millar and
Fr Anthony Gaskin (in absentia) for their encouragement and
support in setting up St Wilfrid & St Ninian's' SVP Conference
and for fulfilling the role of spiritual directors.

Fr John and Fr Anthony have since moved to the parish of St
John XXIII in Preston.

Ahuge amount of old clothing was
collected by Our Lady and St

Patrick’s Catholic Primary School,
Maryport when they moved to a new
school uniform last summer. Rather
than throw it all away, it was decided to
send it to a school in Moldova via Tom
O’Donnell who had been coming into
school on a regular basis, to share news
about life in the country. The whole
school community was fully behind this,
and brought in bags and bags of old
uniforms and other clothing.

Mrs Hampson, head teacher, received
news from the school just before
Christmas, thanking her for donating the
clothes. Olesea, an English teacher from
the school wrote,

‘Children from the primary level in our
school were offered each a piece of
clothing. The next day most of the boys
were wearing blue sweaters and the girls

white T-shirts or grey skirts. You managed
to bring glimpses of joy in some children's
hearts that you don't even know, and
that's amazing!’

A letter from NicuIoan Bocaneala who
works through the charity ‘Agape’ said,
‘We would like to let you know that the kids
were truly overwhelmed by the gifts, some
children were even moved to tears.’

Mrs Hampson shared the letters and
photos with pupils during an assembly.  
‘During the Year of Mercy, we undertook
many charitable acts, raising money for
organisations such as Cafod, or collecting
food for the foodbank. On this occasion, it
was great to be able to show our children
and families the very real impact they have
had upon the lives of others.’

And he answered them, “Whoever has two
tunics is to share with him who has none,
and whoever has food is to do likewise.”M
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Able 
Wills
Professional Will 
Writers & Estate 
Planners

Have you been meaning to make a
Will

but never got round to it?
Do you own property?

Are your children under 18?
Are you worried about 

nursing home fees?
Might your estate be liable 

to Inheritance Tax?

If the answer to any of the above is “Yes” then we can help.

Specialists for: Wills and Probate, Lasting Power of Attorney, 
Property & Discretionary Trusts, Funeral Plans

Call Malcolm Nightingale For a FREE home visit.

01539 737400
7, Windermere Road, Kendal



Meaning and Purpose for this Generation

www.castleriggmanor.co.uk OVER
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Iwas looking forward to Volunteers’
Conference after hearing the

leadership team and our second year
volunteers talking about how great
their experiences had been. Coming
back from the Christmas break I was
filled with excitement, so much so I’d
even packed for the Conference well in
advance – something I normally don’t
do. With a few mishaps along the way,
including a cancelled train and starting
off going in the wrong direction on
the motorway we all made it to the
Conference and it was great to all be
back together.

The three days at conference were filled
with prayer, conversations with friends
new and old, laughter, singing, discussions
and of course countless cups of tea, hot
chocolate, and coffee from the very
exciting hot drinks machine which kept us
warm and happy. The conference kicked
off with, of course, introductions. By now
I feel like I could introduce every member
of our team in my sleep because every
retreat and outreach starts off in the same
way, and this soon became very useful as
I was nominated to do the introduction for
all of us from Castlerigg. We also had our
introduction to the theme for the whole
conference which was ‘Authenticity and
Keeping it Real’.

After this we were split into small groups,
made up of people from various retreat
centres from around the country where we
had time to get to know each other and
share stories of the work we do in our
communities and learn from those with

Returning: Renewed, Refreshed and Real!
different ideas and experiences to help
us develop as youth ministers. These
conversations continued into dinner
which flew by as we all quickly made new
friends and bonded through everything
we had in common.

Our first day ended with Mass in the
chapel, a wonderful way to finish our day
united in prayer and able to share in our
Catholic faith.

The next day was packed full with so
many opportunities to learn more, discuss
and think about various aspects of our
faith and our future. We began with a
fascinating and thought provoking talk
from Fr. Eamonn Mulcahy, this year’s
keynote speaker. His talk gave us much
to think about and reflect upon in order
to grow as people and also as youth
ministers so that we can strive to show all
the young people we encounter the real,
authentic Christ. The talk was filled with
so many important messages and each
individual will have left with something
different, but at its core it was all
about accepting God’s unconditional,
unparalleled, and never failing love for
each individual at all stages of life. This
was an important lesson for us to enable
us to share the message of God’s love with
young people. We also learned that our
faith should be radical, like Jesus, and like
him we should try to step out and share
this with others in a bold and ground
breaking way. After this we were filled
with so many ideas and thoughts that
our conversations continued way after
the talk had finished.

Later we had a variety of workshops,
I chose the ones on discernment and
mindfulness, both were really useful
for me and gave me a lot to take away.
Looking at different ways to approach
discernment was really refreshing and it is
something that I know will help me in the
future, especially looking at how vocation
is where your greatest passions meet the
world’s great need and how we can
discover what that can be in our own lives.
I left filled with ideas and inspired about
vocation. Mindfulness was something that
I’d heard a lot about, as it seems to have
become a trend lately, but I didn’t know a
lot about it, so it was that curiosity that
drove me to attend this workshop despite
not knowing what to expect. By the end I
was very happy with this choice, as I left
feeling very positive and uplifted, wanting
to put some of what we had discussed into
my own life.

Next up was our Adoration and
reconciliation service. A chance for some
calm after a very busy day to take that
time to just be present with Jesus, to talk
to him, to listen and just be there with
Him. We were led in this service
beautifully by the Birmingham diocesan
team, and it really helped us to open our
hearts and minds to Jesus before us in
the Eucharist. As the opportunity for
reconciliation is always amazing as it is
such a beautiful sacrament and leaves
you feeling renewed and forgiven and
strengthened in your journey.

From Adoration to Ceilidh!
This was the time for us all to gather

together and just have fun and celebrate
all that had happened so far in the
conference, most of the team ended up
dancing at some point encouraged most
enthusiastically by Fr John Moriarty, who
showed us his outstanding Ceilidh skills.
The night was filled with dancing, laughter
and of course lots of bumps and trips, but
it was such a joyful celebration filled with
so much life and love.

Suddenly, Thursday morning had arrived
and somehow we had reached the last day
despite it only feeling like we’d just
started. The final morning was filled with
reflection on what we’d experienced
during the conference and decide on what
next? The Castlerigg Manor team made
the pledge to: ‘be more aware of the love of
God for us, so the young people can see the
real authentic Christ.’ This led us into
the final liturgy lead by the team from
Walsingham House, Brentwood Diocese
Youth Centre, with their reflection on
Mary, her ‘yes’ and the joy that it brought
to her life, and in the same way how our
yes can bring joy to our lives and to the
lives of others. That joy comes from being
carriers of God’s light, and we have a mission
to keep this light alive. For the light to stay
alive we need to share this with young
people, to pass the light to the next generation
which we can do through our ministry. 

All that is left is for us is to remember the
friends and the memories made, all the
ideas raised by listening to so many new
people, and to remember our pledge and
to strive every day to show the real
authentic Christ to all that we meet.

Alice – Castlerigg team
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Faith has always been an
important part of my life. I was

baptised in St Kentigern’s Catholic
Church, Blackpool and attended St
Kentigern’s Catholic Primary School
right next door. I then went on to
attend St Mary’s Catholic College
and later Liverpool Hope University
(next door to the church where poet
and priest Gerard Manley Hopkins
once lived). 

I have always been proud to be a
Catholic and I try to live out my faith
and support the Church by sharing my
time and talents with others. I am an
altar server (and have been since I was 7
years old) and I play the organ at
Sunday Mass. I have spent time with,
and have been inspired by, many
people including priests, teachers,
friends and family. They have helped
me develop my faith, making me the
person I am today. For this, I am deeply
thankful.

I have been involved in many Diocesan
Youth events including the Big Walk
(our diocesan pilgrimage walk from
Keswick to Cleator - ten in total so far),

BEING A YOUNG CATHOLIC TODAY ++++

volunteering in Lourdes and taking part
in two World Youth Days. The most
recent was in Krakow, Poland in 2016.
The theme of this gathering was
“Blessed are the merciful”. The
atmosphere was indescribable. You
just had to be there to understand it!

Knowing that so many like-minded
young people had all gathered because
of their faith was incredible. Imagine
it; over 2 million young people in one
place and not a bit of trouble from
anyone! Pope Francis urged us to go
home and spread the Gospel and not
to be “couch potatoes”. He told us that
“Jesus, who is the Way, the Truth and
the Life, is calling us all to leave our mark
on history.” 

I took these words to heart and I felt I
had been spiritually refreshed and
strengthened. I came home with a
deeper understanding of my faith and
the will to share my experiences with
others. I pray that with God’s love and
care, I may continue to be a faithful
worker in the vineyard and share the
light of Christ with those I meet.

Lizzie, 25, Blackpool

“Jesus, who
is the Way,
the Truth
and the Life,
is calling us
all to leave
our mark
on history.” 

Back in January, the Castlerigg Team
were busy working with the

Chaplains in some of our diocesan
schools. On Monday morning the team
gathered at 6:15am to drive to our
different schools. Andy and Paul were
heading to Preston aiming for Corpus
Christi and Our Lady’s, whilst Alice and
Alex were bound for St Mary’s Blackpool.
Sarah left the evening before, making
her journey to Whitehaven to spend
time in St Benedict’s. 

Throughout our week we had the
opportunity to take part in the many
different jobs that a Chaplain would do on
a day to day basis, seeing what makes the
role so unique. 

However, our first day was reasonably
calm as we settled into our new
environment, getting to know the
chaplains and teachers of the various
schools. Obviously, this new environment
was very alien to us all, so our chaplains
gave us great tours of the schools. We got
to know the different corridors to where
all the various subjects were taught,
leaving us all with throwbacks to high
school days.

As the week progressed some of us had
the opportunity to sit in some lessons,
and have a chance to see what the
students were being taught. Watching
these lessons as an outsider was very
interesting, as we could see how the
students discuss the many different
subjects that they learn. At St Benedict’s
Sarah and Mr Teasdale helped to facilitate
a year 7 RE lesson on the story of St Bega
and why living a life with and for God is
important today and to us personally. 

Out and about with the Castlerigg Team
Sarah also had the opportunity to
participate in a few year 11 classes
looking at marriage and the family,  
acting out the marriage ceremony in the
chapel in order to further understand the
symbolism within the ceremony. These
proved to be rather engaging with Mr
Teasdale’s references to Shrek, with the
added bonus of lots of wedding cake! 

Sarah also managed to briefly meet
some of the year 7 pupils who had
visited the Castlerigg Manor in October
and hear their many memories of their
retreat and what they had been up to
since leaving us. 

It proved to be such a joy to watch faces
light up as the students spoke about what
their time at Castlerigg had taught them
about life and faith. Some of the chaplains
set us tasks such as planning liturgies for
staff and students, usually focussing on
the weekly Gospel. Alice and Alex enjoyed
Blackpool both in and out of school. They
got involved at Christ the King (the local
primary school) leading year 2 and 3 in
reflection. They managed to see Blackpool
tower lit up and visit several big super
markets (very exciting as Keswick has only
little stores)!

This week has been incredible and an
amazing experience to work alongside our
inspiring chaplains and seeing our young
people in a different light. The chaplains
and school staff do amazing work and we
will continue to pray for them. A big thank
you to Our Lady’s Preston, Corpus Christi
Preston, St. Benedict’s Whitehaven, and
St Mary’s Blackpool for allowing us to
come and visit.                         Castlerigg Team

– Sarah, Andy, Paul, Alice & Alex

To advertise please contact 
Caroline on 07931 836926 or 

01440 730399 or email
carolineg@cathcom.org
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For many years George Benson
and Philip Bowker have provided

overland transportation for the Lourdes
Pilgrimage, arriving in time to prepare
wheelchairs and equipment, before the
pilgrimage arrives.  

Not only have they provided this integral
service, but for many years fundraised
locally in order that the overheads did not
fall totally upon the Pilgrimage Trust Fund.
As with many charitable acts, fundraising
has become more difficult. Over the last
few years the cost of hiring the van, diesel,
ferry crossing, tolls etc. has been funded
through the Trust Fund.  I appeal to you, to
you! – Do you know anyone with a van or
minibus that would be available from
19th – 29th July 2017? Or can you help
with covering these costs? Please do get
in touch.   

We are very grateful to George & Phil
for the selfless giving of their time,
commitment and hard work. However,
they now wish to pass on the baton and
give this wonderful opportunity to
someone else. So we are looking for 2
people to fulfil this voluntary role. New

volunteers will be given a role description
which outlines what the position requires.  

Any prospective candidates should be
25yrs+, hold a full UK driving licence and
complete satisfactory DBS. If you are
interested please contact me by 15th May.  

Joining the pilgrimage as a volunteer in
any role is a truly rewarding experience.
We also need Nurses, Carers, Brancardier
and Youth so please consider coming
on pilgrimage, in this our 90th
celebratory year!

Serving as a driver, helper, carer or nurse
is a tremendous privilege for all those
involved. So please join our great team
and enjoy the blessings that all pilgrims
receive on visiting Lourdes.

“The Almighty has done great things for
me”! Our Lady of Lourdes – Pray for us

Linda Wisdom
Director of Operations
Diocese of Lancaster Lourdes Pilgrimage,
operationsdirector@lancasterlourdes.co.uk
07738022054

LOURDES 2017 WE
NEED
YOUR
HELP!
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The following interview was done by
Ella Holliday, a member of Holy

Family parish Freckleton and the Young
Peace Journalists. It is the latest entry
in the Young Peace Journalists project
featuring the stories and voices of
refugees. 

Reproduced courtesy of Pax Christi
International in serial form.
https://paxchristipeacestories.com

Mohammad is a 22-year-old from Aleppo,
Syria who arrived in the UK in 2016
having left Syria in 2014. In the following
interview, Mohammad speaks about his
experience. The interview was conducted
on 12 December 2016.

Ella Holliday: Tell me about your family?
Mohammad: We are a family of four
brothers, me, my mum, my dad and my
three brothers all used to live in one house

Refugee 

Story
in Syria, in Aleppo. Me and my brother
now live here in the UK and I still have my
father, my mother and two younger
brothers who remain in Aleppo.

What was life like in Syria?
What did you do there?
We used to have an ordinary life,  we
would go to school then go to the
swimming pool. I swam for the national
team. It was just a normal life basically,
everyday cartoons, watching football
matches, everything that usual kids
would do.

What was your social life like growing
up back home?
What were your interests and hobbies?
We used to play water polo a lot until we
got into the team, we were considered the
national team I suppose you could say,
and we used to train 5 days a week after
school and that is it really.

How did this change once the
conflict started?
Well, when the revolution started,
everything went too fast really, no one
thought anything could go this wrong so
fast. It was about 3-4 months from our
basic usual life until we couldn’t leave the
house because it was too dangerous. My
mum and dad would usually be very
stressed if we were just out the house and
they called us and we missed the phone
call. It was a really small period between
our usual lives and when this all started –
nobody really expected that. We never
really thought about it. Soon enough we
weren’t allowed to leave the house
without permission. We had no electricity,
no water, it was a very hard life situation
to be in.

How did this make you feel?
Well at the start all of this I was just
thinking about myself, well this is not fair,

I want to go out with my friends or I just
want to go out to the mall and just shop. I
just wanted to do regular stuff but I wasn’t
able to go. Then it affected my life
because a lot of my friends got arrested
for taking a role in the revolution so my
family became more protective of me and
my brother, they didn’t want us to go
anywhere or be involved in this because if
you got arrested, God knows what would
happen next, so we were basically
protected by my family, my mum and my
dad. Anyone who knew me, they would
just protect me and keep an eye on me in
everything I was doing, from the food I
bought to the stuff I wrote on facebook or
anything like that, they would always be
watching me, telling me what I should do,
and what I should not do. 

Nobody likes that, because of course,
everyone wants some space for
themselves.

Open Evening  
Tuesday, April 25, 5pm – 7pm

Come and see our school for yourself, meet staff and tour our
bright, friendly nursery

Places are available in our Reception class for September 2017
Visit our website to see our latest Independent 

Schools Inspectorate report

St Pius X 
Catholic Preparatory School 

and Oak House Nursery

200 Garstang Road, Fulwood, Preston, Lancashire, PR2 8RD  

T: 01772 719937/713630
stpiusx.co.uk   enquiries@st-piusx.lancs.sch.uk  
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Tell me about your journey to the UK?
So in 2014 we figured out that there is no
possibility of living here (in Syria) anymore
because there is no future, nothing, no
light at the end of the tunnel. We can just
see things getting worse and worse every
day, so me and my brother decided to
leave Aleppo and we didn’t think how to
go or where to go, we just wanted to get
out of there. So we said to my dad we need
to go, we need to get out of here, this isn’t
working, we can’t stay like this, so we
decided to go to Turkey. We put our stuff
together and we had a car come to my
house the next morning at 6am and we
took around a 14-hour trip in the car. 

Then we had to go to the border by foot so
we walked for about 2 hours to get into
Turkey. I got to Turkey and stayed there for
2 years. I was studying but I couldn’t stay
there legally so I only stayed for 2 years
then me and my brother decided we

couldn’t stay there anymore as it was not
working, there was no future again.

So we decided on the UK because we had a
lot of knowledge of the English language –
because we used to study at the university
in Turkey in English. We took a trip from
Istanbul to Greece by foot. It was a long
trip, it was 7 or 8 hours to walk to Greece
and then I spent 20 to 25 days in Greece
before I moved on to the next country
because I was in the detention prison in
Greece for 15 days before I was able to
continue with my trip and then I had a
couple of failures trying to leave Greece.

I eventually managed to leave Greece for
Belgium on a fake passport and I stayed
there in Belgium for a few days before I
had to leave again to Spain with another
fake passport. From Spain I took an
airplane to London airport. It was around
a 40 day trip altogether.

So tell me how does this make you feel
having to move around different
countries illegally?
It was a long and stressful journey,
because all the time you had to be really
careful, especially when you don’t know
who to trust or who to tell your real story
to, who is here to help you or who is there
to put you in the next detention centre. 

For me I was looking at the police, not as
someone to protect the people but as
just another person that I needed to lie
to in order to get to my destination or to
get to safety. It was a long trip and I
faced a lot of bad people, as well as some
good people too, but it was very stressful
and dangerous I think, looking back at it
now, and I don’t know how I did it. I
don’t think I was thinking about how
dangerous it was or how dangerous was
the stuff I was doing. I was just thinking
I want to be done with this and think

about starting my life correctly again in
the right way.

What did you know about the UK
when you arrived?
Not much really, just what I`ve seen in the
regular news and some information from
the movies. I know some things about the
life habits. They speak about it in our
country. They say “this is English, so
English”. Most of it is not true but it gave
me some brief idea about the people. 

Thank goodness I was not wrong! From
the moment I was taken into the UK the
treatment of the policemen was
different. They were not treating me as a
terrorist they were just saying “you will be
ok, everything will be alright. Just relax,
you’re here now and there is no reason to
panic”. Everything has gone alright
since then. 

To be continued next month >>

We used
to have an
Ordinary Life
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Our Lady & St Edward’s parish in Fulwood, Preston has
started working towards the CAFOD Live Simply Award. 

Mike O’Callaghan, a parishioner, explained: “The Live Simply
Award is about making a clear commitment to care for our common
home and all its peoples and creatures. We are inspired by Pope
Francis’ great Encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ to live more simply, more
sustainably with creation, and in solidarity with people in poverty”.

Welcoming Live Simply, Fr Bob Horn said: “I am delighted to see
parishioners at the grassroots seeking to put faith into action by
changing their lifestyles to live more in accordance with the gospels
and in the joyous spirit of Laudato Si - and that the Parish CAFOD

Live Simply
at Our Lady

& St Edward’s

group has made the running”.

Stephen Garsed of the CAFOD group added: “Living simply frees
us from the stifling consumerism of our modern world. It means
‘being more’ by living imaginatively, concentrating on the needs of
other people and nurturing rich relationships, rather than simply
‘having more’”.

Although gaining the award is an achievement, it is the process
of growth and transformation that is important. Cath Noblet,
chair of the parish CAFOD Group, added “One of the beauties of
Live Simplyis that it enables us to recognise and celebrate what we
are already achieving and to build on those strengths”.

SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

Join the 90th Lancaster
Diocesan Lourdes Pilgrimage

2017 theme – “The Almighty has done
great things for me”

Special Offers to Lourdes 
5th  – 8th May           from £289 p.p.
8th  – 12th May          from £329 p.p.
2nd  – 5th June          from £289 p.p.
12th – 16th June         from £339 p.p.
19th – 23rd June        from £339 p.p.

Above prices do not include Flight costs 

By air – from £775 per person
Flights direct from/to Manchester 

21st – 28th July

Lourdes pilgrimages - during summer
We are pleased to offer direct flights to Lourdes from
Manchester, Liverpool, Edinburgh, Birmingham and

Bristol. Prices are available from our team and we can
tailor your pilgrimage to suit your requirements.

Under the leadership of
Bishop Michael Campbell O.S.A.

the Pilgrims choice

email: sales@tangney-tours.com
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Some examples are given in the boxes below. In particular, the
CAFOD group recognises that practical action must be supported
by understanding, so three of our main priorities have been: 

• A family quiz evening to discuss, in an entertaining way,
simple measures that we can all take to reduce waste 

• Carrying the Lampedusa Cross in procession at Sunday
Mass whilst reading Pope Francis’ words about migrants
and refugees

• A series of three study evenings on Laudato Si to which
churches of all denominations in Preston are being invited 

Cath concludes: “We invite other parishes to be our partners and
peers throughout our Live Simply journey”.

Welcoming this invitation, Patrick Gardner, CAFOD’s Community
Participation Co-ordinator for the Lancaster Diocese said: 

“I am so pleased that parishioners at Our Lady & St Edward’s have
taken up Live Simply and are inspiring and inviting others to follow
their lead. I would be delighted to speak to anyone wanting to know
more about Live Simply”.

Patrick can be contacted at the CAFOD Lancaster Volunteer
Centre on 01772 733310.

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Martin's
The Funeral Directors
188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston
1, Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge

Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprietor   W. Martin Wootton

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service 
from a private family owned 
and run firm
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Oppose Abortion
support your local pro life chain 

Saturday 29th April,11am to 1.00pm

Blackpool - in front of Tower 
- Frank Ball 01772 683698

Carnforth - A6 Scotland Road 
- Ruth & Stephen Smith  01524 840497

Leyland - Churchill Way nr. Lidl 
- David Newton 01772 451880

Preston - London Rd., nr Ribble Bridge
- Maria Platt 07805813952

March for Life Preston Coach - Sat. 20th May 
- Ruth & Stephen Smith 01524 840497
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Fracking – the alternative viewpoint
Dear Editor,
In the March edition of the Catholic Voice, a reader wrote to implore your readers to oppose all fracking. In his letter he quoted Pope
Francis's concern for the environment. However, our Pope has also spoken frequently, and eloquently, about poverty. For example:

“The times talk to us of so much poverty in the world and this is a scandal. Poverty in the world is a scandal. In a world where there is so much
wealth, so many resources to feed everyone, it is unfathomable that there are so many hungry children, that there are so many children
without an education, so many poor persons. Poverty today is a cry.”

With current technology no energy policy is environmentally friendly. So-called 'renewables' contribute an unreliable, low fraction,
of our needs. Expensive wind and solar farms are ugly, and destructive to our wonderful countryside and wildlife. Furthermore, the
subsidies they give to rich landowners add significantly to energy bills. Naturally, the poorest, who spend a higher proportion of their
income on power, are hardest hit by these scandalous, job destroying, subsidies. In 2017 over 25% (and growing) of our electricity
bills will be a result of 'green' energy policy.

Fracking in the USA is preventing OPEC members raising energy prices for petrocarbons, and thereby, helping GDP growth, and
wealth creation, throughout the world. It is not devastating the environment or polluting the water supply as was claimed. It is
helping millions of people escape poverty.

Fracking sites should be selected carefully (NOT Roseacre for example) but to support a complete ban is no way to support the poor.

John Ellwood, Carnforth

Send us your letters:
Write to:
The Editor, 99, Commonside, Ansdell,
Lytham St. Annes, FY8 4DJ.
Email to:
voiceletters@hotmail.co.uk

• Please keep your letters concise
(max 300 words), 

• Include your full name and address
• Letters should not include any

personal criticism or attacks
• The editor reserves the right to:

- amend or shorten letters or to
refuse to publish them (no
correspondence to discuss decisions
taken will be entered into)
- publish a response if deemed
appropriate

Your Letters

ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

St. Walburga’s Road, 
Blackpool, FY3 7EQ

Headteacher:  Mr Simon Eccles 

Tel: 01253 396286
Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,

Lancashire PR2 3SQ

Headteacher:  Mr Nigel Ranson

Tel: 01772 326900

Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher? 
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance

(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic

primary and secondary schools and post-16

colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School

with a shared vision and commitment to providing

first class, professional development for trainee

teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact:  01772 326931  

Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

St Francis’ Catholic Primary
School and Pre-School

'We care for each other and we always try to do our best'

The Hill, Horns Lane, Goosnargh,

Preston, LancashirePR3 2FJ

www.stfranciscatholicprimaryschool.co.uk

Headteacher: Miss Sarah Deakin 
head@st-francis.lancs.sch.uk

Tel 01772 865369 Fax 01772 863947

Cardinal Allen 
Catholic High School

Melbourne Avenue, Fleetwood
FY7 8AY

Headteacher : Andrew Cafferkey

Tel : 01253 872659
E-mail : head@cardinalallen.co.uk 

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE SCHOOLS ON THIS PAGE FOR SUPPORTING THE PAPER
To show your support by booking an advert contact Caroline on 07931 836926 or 01440 730399 

or email  carolineg@cathcom.org
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Irecently travelled to two countries
in South East Asia, Singapore and

Vietnam and experienced in both a
vibrant, joyful and welcoming Catholic
community. Knowing that Singapore
was until 1942 a British colony and that
Vietnam was under French rule until
1954, you may think that it is hardly
surprising that there are many
Catholics, yet, since independence, both
countries have completely transformed
themselves and developed their own
distinctive culture, leaving their colonial
past behind, but clearly not their
Catholic heritage. 

Knowing a little of Vietnam’s turbulent
past, I was surprised to learn that
Catholicism is the country’s second
religion. Approximately 9% of the
population are Catholics. Around 19% of
the population are Buddhists, while the

Going to Mass in South East Asia

majority of people are classed as agnostic.
This is because they engage in ancestor
worship, which is not recognised as an
official religion, although it has its roots in
Confucianism. 

Vietnam was a closed country under
Communist rule from 1975 until 1990,
following the war. While the cities of Hanoi
and Ho Chi Minh (Saigon) have several fine
buildings dating from their French colonial
past, many people suffered under French
rule and, with the exception of their
Christian legacy, it appeared to me that
the Vietnamese had successfully shed
their French Colonial past, emerging as a
religiously diverse and tolerant society.

Ho Chi Minh boasts a beautiful Cathedral,
Notre Dame, and even the relatively small
town of Hoi An in central Vietnam has a
Catholic Cathedral dedicated to Our Lady.

It was here that we attended Sunday Mass
during our recent holiday. The church
itself was undergoing substantial
external renovation, the inside having
been recently renovated, an indication in
itself that it is a thriving community. There
were two Masses, one in Vietnamese and
one in English. We attended the English.
The town is a popular tourist destination
and was full of foreigners during our stay
but, apart from an American who was
travelling with us, the congregation
appeared predominantly local. The
church was far from full but it included a
significant proportion of young people
and it was the young who led the music.
They were a very talented and well-
rehearsed group who not only played
instruments and sang but also led the
congregation in both the singing and
the responses. Vietnam is growing in
prosperity but by Western standards it

is still poor and yet the church had
embraced technology in a way that few
churches in England have. We did not have
Hymn books or Mass Cards, the words of
both were projected onto screens
mounted on the pillars down the side
aisles. It worked well. We came away
uplifted by the service and at the same
time humbled by the achievement of
this dedicated community in a relatively
poor country.

And what of Singapore? In comparison
to Vietnam is very prosperous, though
it is a two tier society. The Filipino
and Bangladeshi workers are poor in
comparison to most Singaporeans and
the Expat community. Like Vietnam it is
a religiously diverse and tolerant society.
Religious practice is valued and respected.
I have visited Singapore on several
occasions in recent years and attended

There will be a 

'Come & See Day' at 
Tabor Carmelite Retreat Centre, Preston

Saturday 22nd April 2017 from 10.30am-4.00pm

Open to both men & women, with no upper age limit.

Please contact: Fr John McGowan o.c.d.
email: johnmcgowan50@gmail.com

Tel: 07598 913986
.

Perhaps you have a
vocation to Carmel?
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Mass in a number of churches. My
favourite is The Cathedral of The Good
Shepherd, referred to as The Mother
Church, since it is the oldest Catholic
Church in Singapore, situated in the city
centre. In February this year it will be 120
years old. It reminds me of our city centre
church in Preston, St Wilfrid's and, like
at St Wilfrid's, the rector, Monsignor
Philip Heng, is a Jesuit. I first visited the
Cathedral in 2010 when it was very run
down and in need of repair. Since then it
has been completely renovated and the
facilities modernised, including the
technology. Hymns and responses are
projected onto the walls on either side
of the altar. It is impressive. Employing
technology in this way is standard in
Singapore. Also standard, is the system of
car park attendants, greeters and ushers
aplenty, all with identifying sashes. There
appears to be no shortage of volunteers.

In all the churches I have attended,
there has been live music, singing that
is expertly led and a high level of
involvement from young people, including
children and teenagers. Everything they
do, they do well. To quote the Catholic
Newsletter which I picked up during my
January visit:
….we are courageously challenging ourselves
to take on new initiatives when new insights
excite us. This is because we strongly believe
that we are called to give God our “best and
nothing less”; all out of love for Him.

In spite of the fact that Singapore is a
materially ambitious society, it has not
forsaken religion. The churches are full,
some are enormous, and unless you get
there early you will find yourself standing.
Who are the Catholics? I do not know
the official statistics but most are
Singaporean, many are from the

Philippines and a minority are Expats. 

One of the great benefits of travel is
the opportunity to witness first-hand
how other people live and worship. As
Catholics we are privileged to be part of a
worldwide community.  Going to Mass in
a new place is always a refreshing
experience. It is an important part of our
holiday, whether in the UK or abroad.
We find notable similarities and also
significant differences. Having attended
Mass recently in Singapore and Vietnam,
I can only conclude that we could learn
from our Asian brothers and sisters, not
only in the way that they have embraced
modern technology, leaving behind aging
hymn books and Mass Cards that litter
benches, but also their willingness to
volunteer and, perhaps most important of
all, their ability to engage their young.

Emma McGrath, Preston

Boarbank Hall

Contact: Sr Ildikó 
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria,  LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Canonesses of St Augustine 
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common 
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality 
• Care of the poor and sick

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try 

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
www.safefoam.co.uk

Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote LV101

Mass Listings – April 2017

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston

Mondays – Fridays: 9.00 am & 12 noon Low Mass 

(except First Fridays & Holy Days 

9.00 am & 7.00 pm)

Saturdays: 10.30 am, Low Mass

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Sunday 2nd April at 6.00 pm

Passion Sunday

Christ the King, Harraby, Carlisle

Sunday 9th April at 3.00 pm

Palm Sunday

St Mary's, Hornby

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin
Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancasterlms@gmail.com
Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com
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With some parishes struggling to
find the funds to pay for fuel,

roofing repairs, insurance bills, church
supplies or the upkeep of the priests,
many clergy and laity are embarking
on alternative ways of fundraising.
Parishioners are expending much time
and effort on activities that involve
neither; prayer, worship, nor works
of mercy. 

In 2011, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of England and Wales explained why
Friday abstinence from meat was being
re-introduced, that penance is a
necessary component of the Christian
life and that it takes three forms; prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. I draw attention
to these forms of penance in order to
distinguish between penance and tithing.
Tithing is not a penitential work and is
actually different to almsgiving.
Nonetheless, why might it be important
to parish life today?

Tithing as an essential part
of the Christian life
The word ‘tithe’ comes from the word for
10%. Tithing first appears in Genesis
14:19-20. Abram had just rescued his
nephew from captivity, his goods, and the
women and the people. King Melchizedek
of Salem blessed Abram and Abram gave
him one-tenth of his goods. Likewise, as
we are paid, we can give one-tenth to
God. It is a way of saying thank you to
God Himself.

At Mass, we read that Christ is a priest of
the order of Melchizedek. We also read
that Abraham is our father in Faith. We
should follow his example. Like our father
in faith, we give to the priest who is
another Christ.

Tithing is intrinsically connected to the
altar. In the book of Tobit, tithing is
connected with Jerusalem and the true
worship of God, ‘But I alone went often to
Jerusalem for the festivals, as it is prescribed
for all Israel by an everlasting decree. I would
hurry off to Jerusalem with the first fruits
of the crops and firstlings of the flock, the
tithes of the cattle, and the first shearings
of the sheep. I would give these to the
priests, the sons of Aaron, at the altar;
likewise the tenth of the grain, wine, olive oil,
pomegranates, figs, and the rest of the fruits
to the sons of Levi who ministered at
Jerusalem’- (Tobit 1:5-7). Tobias lived under
the Old Covenant, and went to the city
of Jerusalem. We live under the New
Covenant, and we go to the New
Jerusalem – the Church, the Bride
of Christ.  

Tithing - a joyful business
The fifth precept of the Church is ‘You shall
help to provide for the needs of the Church.’
We give to God to honour Him, to worship
Him, to thank Him and to petition Him.  

God has appointed priests to administer
the Sacraments.  We could never work out
what percentage of our income to give
back to God in return for receiving His Very
Self in Holy Communion - Body, Blood,
Soul and Divinity. And we are able to enter
the Church at any time during the day and

TITHING
to kneel before Him in the Tabernacle,
even when we can’t receive Him in Holy
Communion. In return we might wish to
outdo each other in showing gratitude. It
cannot be an accident therefore that God
has laid down a rule to preserve us from
pride and to curb a competitive desire to
outstrip our neighbour. His rule is that we
give to Him just 10% of our income. This
tenth is devoted to the priests, diocesan
and missionary.  We then do our best with
the rest – paying for the necessities of life,
additional purchases and giving alms in
line with the corporal works of mercy.  

Tithing sustains sacramental life
‘And King Melchizedek of Salem brought out
bread and wine; he was priest of God Most
High’ (Genesis 14:18). The priests in the
New Covenant are an Alter Christus, and
we give to the priests as if they were in
fact our Lord Jesus Christ. Now the bread
and wine of the New Covenant does not
remain bread and wine. They become
Christ himself. Bishops and Priests devote
themselves to offering the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass and our offerings to God
will provide for their material needs. 
Mysterious as it is, we give to God as
Abraham did, and this is linked to the
priesthood and the eternal sacrifice.

Tithing as necessary for parish survival
Tithing is an exciting way to live! If 350
people (men, women and children) attend
Holy Mass on a Sunday and the church is
fairly on the large size – you can imagine
the financial outlays. Then for example,
imagine these people are drawn from at
least 50 households earning at least
£1000 per month. These 50 households
could (depending on circumstances) tithe to
give £25.00 each week in a four week
month. Mathematics tells us this would
add up to £60,000 per year. Less time
spent on fundraising means more time on
prayer and good works. 

Here is a sobering thought; the four sins
crying to Heaven for vengeance are:

• Murder
• Sodomy
• Oppression of the poor
• Defrauding labourers of their wages.  

[Genesis 4:10, Genesis 18:20,
Exodus 2:23, James 5:4]

And we can keep in mind that Our
Lord said:
• “pray for labourers to enter the harvest” 

[Luke 10:2]

As we are the recipients of our shepherds’
labour, is there an obligation to contribute
to their welfare? If the answer is yes,
tithing helps us to fulfil this obligation.
And this obligation is really to Christ the
High Priest. It is Him we love.

Ruth Smith

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Editors note
The Catholic Voice wishes to state that
the example of ‘giving’ above is for
illustration purposes only. However the
Catholic Voice would urge readers to
constantly review their ‘giving’ and for
taxpayers to consider using Gift Aid to
make their contributions.
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Folklore
EGG-
stravaganza!
by Julia Beacroft

I’m often surprised by the ways in which children interpret what we say to
them, often taking things quite literally. To give a quick example: on a rural

Welsh farmhouse holiday many years ago, I happened to mention to my
four-year-old son that the cows in the fields adjoining the farmhouse would
get soaked in the torrential rain we were experiencing, (sounds familiar?!) To
my great amusement, he appeared five minutes later with a bath towel “to
dry the poor cows with,” he said.

Pure Fantasy
And we rarely hesitate in passing on some child-friendly folklore to our offspring
either. The most obvious of these is, of course, the tradition of Santa Claus.
While ‘Santa’ derived from Saint Nicholas, a fourth century Greek bishop, the
notion of bringing gifts to every child in the world – provided they have been
‘good’ throughout the year – remains pure fantasy. And we don’t just stop there.
There’s also the ‘Tooth Fairy’ – a mythical creature who replaces lost baby teeth
with a small payment. And finally the ‘Easter Bunny’ – a folklore figure who
provides children with Easter eggs, again depending upon how well behaved
they have been at the beginning of Eastertide!

In fact, one of my young nephews was so enraptured by his belief in the ‘Easter
Bunny’ that his enthusiasm knew no bounds. Having been promised by his
parents that this generous creature would impart gifts of yummy chocolate eggs
the next day, he crept downstairs after his parents were tucked up in bed and left
a dish of carrots by the front door as a token of his appreciation!

Salvation
Of course, a little fantasy in our often dark world can be enlivening and
humorous. However, as we approach Easter this year, we know that there is a
far more important person and event to be both recalled and conveyed to our
children – and to our brothers and sisters in Christ. Jesus died on the Cross to
atone for our sins and continues to be with each and every one of us until the
end of time. Christ’s resurrection from the dead banished death for ever, giving
mankind hope for the future in life everlasting. In short, Christ is our salvation.

The Sweetness of Christ
Both ‘Santa Claus’ and the ‘Easter Bunny’ offer gifts on the condition that children
have been ‘good’ and both remain fictitious. Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the other
hand, loves each one of us unconditionally, awards us our own God-given gifts
and welcomes us with open arms even when, as fallible humans, we find it hard
to be ‘good’. Unlike such fictional characters, documentary evidence provides
veracity for the historical Jesus. Yet more importantly, our hearts and souls
clearly reveal God’s eternal presence to us, as we instinctively yearn to become
ever closer to him.

Easter is a wonderful time of the year for adults and children alike. May your
children celebrate with chocolate eggs and the sweetness of Christ. One is a
‘quick fix’ – the other will last forever.

Copyright © 2017 Julia Beacroft - All rights reserved.
Julia Beacroft is a catechist and pastoral volunteer who lives in Torquay.
Her first book ‘Sanctifying the Spirit’ is now available to buy.
Please visit www.sanciobooks.com for more information or order from AMAZON
or WATERSTONES online.
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Complete pest 
control solutions

call

School building work and
refurbishment/ conversion, building

and joinery work, extensions,
alterations & repairs, loft conversions,

replacement doors 
and windows

Builders Yard,  66 Marsden Street, 
Kirkham,  Preston PR4 2TH

Tel: (01772) 684489  Fax: (01772) 671486
email: admin@jeharrison.co.uk
www.jeharrisonbuilders.co.uk

To advertise
please
contact 

Caroline on
07931

836926 
or 01440
730399 
or email

carolineg@
cathcom.org

EASTER
MASS
TIMES

St. Bernadette's, Bispham
Maunday Thursday 
7pm Mass of the Lords Supper. 9.50pm Night
prayer  
Friday 
10am Stations of the Cross 3pm Solemn
Celebration of the Passion of Our Lord and 
Holy Saturday 
7pm Vigil and Service of Light  
Easter Sunday  
10am Easter Sunday Mass

St Begh’s Whitehaven
Holy Thursday
7.00pm Mass of The Lords Supper followed by
watching at the Altar of Repose until 10pm
Good Friday
12 noon Solemn Stations of The Cross
3.00pm Good Friday Service
Holy Saturday
8.00 pm Easter Vigil Mass
Easter Sunday
8.00am Quay Street Mass
10.00am St Begh’s Mass

St Joseph’s,  Ansdell 
Thursday 13 April 
7pm Mass of the Lords Supper
followed by Watching until 10pm
Friday 14 April 
10am Stations of the Cross
3pm Solemn Celebration of the Lords Passion
Saturday 15 April
8:30pm Easter Vigil
Sunday 16 April
10am Family Mass of Easter
5:05pm Mass
Monday 17 April – Friday 21 April inc
10am Daily Mass

St Thomas Apostle Church,
Claughton and St Francis
Church, Hill Chapel
Psalm Sunday 
Mass in Claughton at 9.00am and Hill Chapel
is at 10.30am
Thursday of Holy Week 
(Maundy Thursday) 7.00pm at Claughton
Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
3.00pm at Hill Chapel
Easter Vigil 
At 8.00pm in Claughton
Easter Sunday 
Mass in Claughton at 9.00am and Hill Chapel
is at 10.30am

St. Peter's, Lytham
Holy Thursday
7.00pm Mass
Watching until 10.00pm
Good Friday
10.30am Stations of the Cross
3.00pm Liturgy of the Passion
Holy Saturday
9.00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday
10.30am Mass 

St Wilfrid, Preston
Holy Thursday
No Masses during the day
11am-12 noon & 2.30pm-3.30pm Confessions
7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper - Watching
at the Altar of Repose until Midnight
Good Friday
10.30am Stations of the Cross
10.30am-12 noon Confessions
3.00pm Service of the Lor’d Passion
Holy Saturday
No Masses during the day
11am-12 noon & 2.30pm-3.30pm Confessions
Church closes at 4pm
8.30pm Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday
7.00am, 10.15am Mass
(No evening Mass)
Church closes at 12 noon

Holy Trinity and 
St. George, Kendal 
Maundy Thursday 
7.00 pm (Kendal)
Good Friday 
3.00 pm (Kendal)
Easter Vigil 15th April 
9.00 pm (Kendal)
Easter Sunday 
Morning 10.00 (Kendal)
Easter Sunday 12.00 noon 
(Sedbergh St. Andrews C.of E. Church)

Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
St Anne’s on the Sea
Holy Saturday
8.00pm Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday
9.30am (Family Mass)
11.00am Mass
6.30pm Mass


