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It wasn’t long before the empty St Peter’s Cathedral Lancaster 

Ordination and Installation of ‘one of our own’ as the 7th Bishop 
of Lancaster.

To tumultuous applause echoing throughout the Cathedral 
‘cathedra’ 

(bishops throne)
repeated later as he left the Cathedral after Mass and could be 

There were lots of other highlights including the singing of the 
choir accompanied by the organ and a brass ensemble, each 
bringing a sense of something very special occurring. Even the 

So here we are, after a long wait, on the threshold of a new 
Episcopate. An Episcopate which Bishop Paul said in a short 

delivering the Good News handed down to us in scripture and 
by the example of the Saints and Martyrs. He also said that he 
was looking forward to meeting people and mused that he was 

which to accomplish this.

The  wishes Bishop Paul well in his new ministry 
as chief shepherd of the Diocese of Lancaster and encourages 
individuals and parishes to continue to pray for him so that 
together we can grow as a diocesan family and build God’s 
Kingdom here on earth.

It would be remiss of the  if the work of the 

Cathedral was presented beautifully for the occasion and the 
refreshments provided welcomed by those who had travelled a 
fair distance. On behalf of the diocese – thank you.

Photo courtesy of Francis McGrath.
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“Young 
People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment.” To prepare for this meeting, the Church 
around the world has been asking young people about their experience of life today. 
Surveys have taken place and young people have taken part in meetings, nationally and 
internationally. Recently, Narquita was invited to represent Lancaster Diocese at a series of 
meetings organised by the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. She writes:

“The meeting was a relatively small gathering of about a dozen people who had come 
to represent their areas from around the UK. The focus of the meeting was to give input 
based on our experience of being young people in the Church, as well as what other young 
people experience in their own communities. It was no surprise that all of us at the meeting 
work with young people in one way or other, and so we all had a well-rounded view on the 
experiences young people today.

that we all agreed were widespread and should be fed into the synod: Identity, Social Media 
and the Fear of Being Authentic.

We talked about many issues facing young people,and so many of these stem 
from issues with identity. To know the Father, and to have a relationship with Him, we need 
to know ourselves as children of God.

emotionally and psychologically? It’s proven that it’s impossible for humans to think 

to evangelise and catechise young people. In my opinion one way would be to be more 
hospitable, welcoming and accommodating to those seeking out the Church. Many 

to immerse themselves in, which is why we see young people especially seeking this 
acceptance elsewhere.

We as a Church are more than capable of providing an environment to allow this to 
happen.

 Social media is what our existence has become. It has rapidly grown into a 
norm for everyone and we live in a society where our lives are being broadcast to the world 

their self-worth, esteem and again, identity.

It also fuels a disposable and relative culture that is rapidly growing amongst young 
people. Friendships and relationships are thrown away and ended via a text, or even worse 

we are changing gender, having cosmetic procedures to alter our look, and we are using 

But, that’s not to say that it can’t be a force for good and a positive tool. Like it or not, 
social media is here to stay, and the Church needs to use it and be present on the platforms 
that reach billions of people far and wide at every minute of every day. Pope Francis 

 It appears that the Church is fearful to really be who she is. We 

minister. We ALL have an obligation to uphold the truth and share it with everyone we 

These were just some areas we spoke about, but there is so much more the youth have 
to say. Even though we won’t be in the meeting with the Synod fathers and won’t get the 
chance to voice our individual opinions we must continue to make our voices heard.

YO
U
T
H

Young
People, the 
Faith, and 
Vocational 
Discernment

To advertise please contact 
Caroline on 07931 836926 or 

01440 730399 or email
carolineg@cathcom.org
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Write to:

Email to:

• Please keep your letters concise
 (max 300 words),
• Include your full name and address
• Letters should not include any
 personal criticism or attacks
• The editor reserves the right to:
 - amend or shorten letters or to
 refuse to publish them (no
 correspondence to discuss decisions
 taken will be entered into)
 - publish a response if deemed
 appropriate

In the April edition of the Catholic Voice I 
read the following ‘when you see a priest, 
you see Jesus Christ’. This of course is true. 
However, do not let us forget that Jesus
is within every baptised Christian.
The late Bishop Brewer often said at 

‘we should bow to each 
other, because the Holy Spirit (and Our Lord 
Jesus Christ) is present in all of us, since our 
baptism and in everyone who is baptised.’

It was with interest that I read Paul 

the March edition of the Catholic Voice. 
There was something familiar about 
the pictures of the 4 stations depicted 
which caught my eye. The detail of the 

not Roman. In particular it was the 2 

I realised that these pictures were the 
same as the Stations of the Cross that we 
have at St John the Evangelist, Poulton-
le-Fylde.

Rufus & Alexander appear in two of the 

their father being press-ganged into 
helping a “criminal” carrying his cross 
on the way to execution. The older boy 
has his arm around the shoulder of his 
younger brother in a protective gesture 

have felt confused & frightened. Their 
second appearance is at the 10th station 
where Jesus is stripped of his garments. 
Simon, relieved of his onerous task, leads 
his sons away by the hand, unwilling to 

subject them to witnessing the dreadful 

take place. Who knows what impact was 
made on those two young boys & what 
they did witness that day? It is thought 
that they may have been leaders in the 

names have been recorded in St Mark’s 
Gospel? 

Our stations are miniature works of 
art & I was delighted to learn that they 
are copies taken from the considerably 
larger originals to be found in Antwerp 
Cathedral. I have for many years
puzzled over the background scenes

Holy Land and urban in character. At

thanks to Paul Marley. 

HEADTEACHERS – If you would like to support the Catholic Voice and
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In the story of creation it is because we 
are made in the image of God that we 

Theology of the Body Pope John Paul II 
speaks of the body as “the image of God, 
incarnate in the visible and corporeal fact 
of the masculinity or feminty of the human 
person”. He continues: “The body and it 
alone is capable of making visible what is 
invisible, the spiritual and the divine. It was 
created to transfer into the visible reality
of the world the mystery hidden since
time immemorial in God, and thus be a
sign of it”. 

 It is the mystery 
of the Trinity. As in the Trinity a third 
person proceeds from the love of the 
other two, so in the family the child 

“The experience of communion between 
man and woman is more like the inner life 
of God than anything else we encounter in 
creation”

self-emptying, which lives for the other.

 It is time to remind ourselves of 
what it means to be redeemed. 
The clear message of early Christian 
writers is that God became man (homo 
- inclusive) to make man God. The 
scriptural basis is John 17 funneled into 2 
Peter 1:4 which speaks of our becoming 
‘partakers of God’s nature’. Perhaps the 
most eloquent interpreter is Maximus 
the Confessor (6th cent.), “The whole of 
the human being is interpenetrated by 
the whole of God and becomes all that 
God is, excluding identity of essence”. So 
why are we not all saints? When you 
raise the volume of your radio the power 
remains the same, you are lowering the 
resistance. The saint is one who always 
says ‘Yes’ to God. 

The man-woman relationship is 
potentially the supreme sign of the 
nature of God. Marriage, we say, is a 

life giving self-emptying love that is God 
as well as the power of the indwelling 
God gracing us to achieve this. Writing 
in the Washington Post (Oct. 10, 1980) 
Judy Mann told Pope John Paul II to get 
real. “From the time Americans reach 
adolescence lust is the life force”.  We see 
today this cultural attitude played out in 
the media and even in real-life reporting: 
“A sense of sexual intimacy as a mature, 
respectful, mutually shared experience of 
loving union was a description that raised 
ironic eyebrows whilst also touching a deep 
longing” (Catholic Ethicists on HIV/AIDS 
Prevention, p.87). And yet: “If we follow all 
the traces of our hearts and all the stirrings 

ourselves at the edge of eternity, catching a 
glimpse of the Trinitarian God” (West). 

 Not at all. What do we 
do at Mass? In the Mass we ratify the 
covenant. A covenant involves a blessing 
and a condition. Our Lord during his 
talk to the apostles at the Last Supper 

of the Blessed Trinity: “If anyone loves me 
he will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we shall come to him and 
make our home with him”. (John14:23). 
He also spells out the condition: “This is 
my commandment: love one another as 
I have loved you” (John 15: 13). When a 
couple receive Holy Communion they are 
implicitly renewing their own marriage 
covenant to love and to cherish. So 
the intimacies of married life are the 
sacramental levers which engage with 
the powerful presence of God. Sex is far 
more than a sport; it has a spiritual depth 
which is largely unappreciated. 

Contemporary culture has mainly 
detached sex from marriage and even 
from love; it has become an instrument 

by people. We are unlikely to change the 
cultural climate of our time by marching 
and shouting slogans. We need, in the 

matches what we profess to believe, 
which will only be possible if our vision of 
marriage is fully illuminated by our faith.

Canon Thomas Dakin

        The  
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I

 

Garstang. Home and family made me. I was aware from an early 
age that I belonged to the place and to the extended family. 

Ss. Mary and Michael Primary school is responsible for my early 
education. The Sisters of Charity of St. Paul did a reasonable job 
on me in those early years. My years in Workington have
re-connected me with the congregation which has a long 

of working alongside Sr. Eleanor Gilligan, a Sister of the same 
congregation.

At home, faith was evident but not ‘overdone’. Mass and 
Benediction every week, devotions to the Lancashire Martyrs 
and especially St. John Plessington, a martyr born locally. Grace 
before and after meals at home, but I can’t recall family prayers. 
Dad was choirmaster/organist at Bonds (the Catholic church at 
Garstang) and my eldest sister, Shelagh, played the organ from 

a young age when she was home. I never wanted to be an altar 

grandparents practiced the faith, as did my extended family. 
There was evidence of faith and prayer in the home. It was 
valued and lived. 

At the age of eleven my parents sent me to a non-Catholic 
school, Lancaster Royal Grammar School. We had an 
outstanding Parish Priest then and he was obviously concerned 
that this would be a risk to my faith. At one point he said to my 
parents, “You’ll have to watch that boy” and cunningly roped me 
in as a reader at Mass. 

Canon Bob Horn is my mother’s cousin. Canon Adrian Towers 
is my half cousin. Both have played key roles in helping put 
thoughts of priesthood into my mind during my teenage years. 

good. Vocations need careful ‘management’ and he was a superb 
example for me to aspire to.

(Diocese of Monze)
of them. It can only have been a work of the Spirit. I believe I
was a victim of prayer in that the people were short of priests 
and prayed for priests to come. The whole African experience
is something I continually draw strength and inspiration
from. Perhaps I’ll have chance to share more of that in the
years ahead.

SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

REDSCAR FUNERAL HOME
Independent Funeral Directors

Personal attention 24 hours a day

Pre-paid Funeral plans,

Rooms of Repose, Private Chapel of Rest,

Memorials of Distinction

Funeral Director:

Carrol M Bibby MBIE, DipFD, MBIFD

Founder Joseph Leo McKenna

110 Longridge Road,

Ribbleton, Preston PR2 6RL

Tel: 01772 796669



11

I worked closely with Emilio Patriarca, Bishop of Monze. He 
retired in 2014 and returned to his home diocese of Milan, Italy. 
Interestingly, before Christmas last year I was asked to read 
through a draft biography of Bishop Patriarca being written 
by one of the African Sisters. She invited me to include some 

“But who would 
become a Bishop? Only someone who loves enough. Only someone 

 Little did 
I know what lay just a few weeks ahead.

I returned home in 2005. My father had died in 2003.  Mum’s 

they needed fresh blood. There were plenty of ordinations of 
local clergy whereas in Lancaster we were struggling for priests. 
I felt I had experience to share. 

News of my appointment came as a “tram-stopper”
getting used to having been made a Canon (2015). I never 
dreamed my name would come up even though I knew it had 
been put forward. In late January, I received a call to go down to 
the Papal Nuncio in Wimbledon, asap. The visit had to be kept 

new ‘something was up’ because I trimmed my beard and had a 
haircut. 

I drove down on Wednesday 31st January, convincing myself 
it was to talk about someone else. When the Nuncio told me 
and gave me the letter stating that Pope Francis had chosen 

“you did not choose me, 
no, I chose you.” These words came to me in a very powerful way. 
Not my will but His be done. But I was not comfortable. I think 
it was out of this experience that my Episcopal Motto began 
to form: Sanctitas praeter pacem - Holiness before peace. We 
can feel very far from peace and yet still be close to God. I found 
this more clearly when I read the biography of Blessed John 
Henry Newman.

Bishop Campbell has been kind and understanding, trying to 
reassure me about what lies ahead. It won’t be easy but the 
bottom line is simply to trust Jesus and follow Him. This is my 
way to heaven.

We live in a very beautiful part of the U.K. I have been blessed 
with good health, and always loved the out-doors. I have 
walked, camped and enjoyed long-distance walks from an early 
age. Three years ago I decided to have a crack at the Munros 
(Scottish mountains over 3000ft) while I still had a reasonable 
level of health. Recent events may have interfered with the 
timetable I’d set myself. I still have 121 to complete. Latterly I’ve 
taken more to cycling. It’s convenient to hop on the bike for a bit 
of fresh air even if it’s just for half an hour. Workington has been 
a wonderful place to be for that. I’ve also been known to take 
the odd pint. 
                                      Please keep Bishop Paul in your prayers

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Martin's
The Funeral Directors
188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston
1, Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge

Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprietor   W. Martin Wootton

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service 
from a private family owned 
and run firm
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Boarbank Hall

Contact: Sr Ildikó 
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria,  LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Canonesses of St Augustine 
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common 
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality 
• Care of the poor and sick

The AGM and Mass will be held at
Cardinal Newman College

on Saturday 30th June 2018 
at 2.00 p.m.

Further details
01772 863423  01253 733985
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Nine months later she was displaced from 
home, frantically looking for a safe place 
in Bethlehem to give birth. We know how, 
but not why she ended up in the stable - 
did the people in their comfortable rooms 
refuse to inconvenience themselves - or 
did the landlord never ask for their help? 

his best - or was he actually having a joke 
at her expense?
 

power. Was she made welcome in Egypt? 
Unfortunately the Bible does not say.  
On returning to Israel, she was wary of 
going back to her home town and sought 
acceptance in a little village far to the 
north.
 
We know that her greatest trial, was to 
see her beloved only child put to death by 

because he proclaimed the Kingdom of 
God. It was a death she could not prevent. 
Throughout her life, Mary must have 
had so much to say, but no voice in the 
face of civil authority. However, she was 
unbelievably tough, her inner strength 
coming from her complete trust in and 
obedience to God. 

Today, millions of people are, like Mary, 
having to undertake perilous journeys 

important, acceptance. Yet banner 
headlines and derogatory stories about 
“Migrants” in some of the media portray 
these brothers and sisters almost as 

invaders without explaining why people 

place. 

Africa caused by climate change. A good 
number are escaping oppression. Every 
individual is one of our brothers and 
sisters and each has a story as personal 
as Mary’s, but they are all lumped 
together in the public mind as a problem.

If we, like Mary, want to say “yes” to God, 
we must accept the challenges that arise 
around us. One of these is to overcome 
our fear of the stranger, be prepared 
to move out of our comfort zone and 

is a call to grace, a call to pour out 
our Christian love to our brothers and 
sisters at their hour of direst need. As 
Pope Francis puts it “Every stranger who 
knocks at our door is an opportunity for an 
encounter with Jesus Christ”.

We have tens of thousands of Marys 
outside our own doors just waiting for our 
compassion. Let us take our lead from 
Pope Francis who has shown a special 
love for migrants and refugees and has 
been highly critical of the rich world’s 

cannot counter the many falsehoods 
spoken about them any more than Mary 
could speak out against the injustices 

our doors and our hearts to make them 
welcome and to plead their case in an 
often hostile world. Like Mary, we must 
say “yes” to God. 

Lancaster Diocesan 
Faith & Justice Commission
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– serving Schools, Business and Homes

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING, 
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING, 

DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk

21 Winckley Road, Broadgate, Preston PR1 8EL
Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127

• Established Over 60 Years •

A-Z  Roofing Ltd
• From a single slate to a complete 

new roof
• Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs
• Chimney Stacks Repaired 

and Dismantled
• uPVC Fascias & Soffits
• Guttering Repaired and Replaced
• Written Guarantee with all work

“Tomorah”, Surrone Road, 
Gretna DG16 5AL

Telphone: Gretna 01468 338148
Carlise 01228 808854
Penrith 01768 758559

Workington 01900 837995
Whitehaven 01946 878133
Brampton 01697 910646
Lancaster 01524 888358

Kendal 01539 528851
Barrow 01229 807307 

Windermere 01539 523913
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Our advertisers
are great

supporters 
of the

Lancaster Voice, 
so please help

them by
supporting their 

businesses

ADVERT SPACE 
FOR SALE 
please contact 

Caroline on 

01440 730399/
07931 836926

or email
carolineg@cathcom.org

Complete pest 
control solutions

call

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try 

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk

Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote LV101

Mass Listings – May  2018

Christ the King, Harraby, Carlisle
First Sundays: 6.00 pm

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool
Mondays: 12.00 noon

Fridays: 6.00 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston
Mondays – Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass 

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston
Mondays – Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass

Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass
Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

Saturday 5th May at 11.45 am
Pilgrimage in honour of the English Martyrs

Devotions at St Walburge's Preston 11.45 am  
Procession to English Martyrs 12.00 noon
Solemn Mass at English Martyrs 12.30 pm 

Friday 25th May at 7.00 pm
Whit Friday

Sizergh Castle Chapel, Sizergh, Nr Kendal
(To be confirmed – please check with Rep)

Sunday 27th May at 3.00 pm
Trinity Sunday

St Mary's, Hornby

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 

Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancasterlms@gmail.com

Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com
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