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Bishop Paul

Swarbrick

Zth Bishop of the
Diocese of Lancaster

Imighty God, eternal shepherd, you tend your Church

in many ways and rule us with love. You have chosen
your servant, Paul, to be a shepherd of your flock. Give
him a spirit of courage and right judgment, a spirit of
knowledge and love. By governing with fidelity those
entrusted to his care, may he build your Church as a sign
of salvation for the world. Amen.
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Kieron Bassett
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We give advice on mortgages, investments,
pensions and protection products, and we

are here for All Times In Your Life.

Contact Kieron Bassett on (01524) 832057 or
via www. kieronbassett.com, or info@ki :
Our office ar 32 Victoria Street, Morecambe is open 6 days a week.
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RECYCLE

EDITORIAL

t might have started off cold and a little bit foggy but
Monday 9 April 2018 turned out to be a glorious day in
more ways than one.

It wasn’t long before the empty St Peter’s Cathedral Lancaster
was filled to capacity awaiting the momentous Episcopal
Ordination and Installation of ‘one of our own’ as the 7th Bishop
of Lancaster.

To tumultuous applause echoing throughout the Cathedral
Bishop Paul Swarbrick with mitre and staff sat on the ‘cathedra’
(bishops throne) for the first time. This applause was vigorously
repeated later as he left the Cathedral after Mass and could be
heard beyond the confines of the Cathedral garden.

There were lots of other highlights including the singing of the
choir accompanied by the organ and a brass ensemble, each
bringing a sense of something very special occurring. Even the
fire alarm joined in — but no one moved a muscle to leave! A case
of keep calm and carry on!

Photo courtesy of Francis McGrath.

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

So here we are, after a long wait, on the threshold of a new
Episcopate. An Episcopate which Bishop Paul said in a short
reflection at the end of Mass, would be one of continuity in
delivering the Good News handed down to us in scripture and
by the example of the Saints and Martyrs. He also said that he
was looking forward to meeting people and mused that he was
fifteen years away from retirement so he had plenty of time in
which to accomplish this.

The Catholic Voice wishes Bishop Paul well in his new ministry
as chief shepherd of the Diocese of Lancaster and encourages
individuals and parishes to continue to pray for him so that
together we can grow as a diocesan family and build God’s
Kingdom here on earth.

It would be remiss of the Catholic Voice if the work of the
Cathedral Parish and staff were not acknowledged. The
Cathedral was presented beautifully for the occasion and the
refreshments provided welcomed by those who had travelled a
fair distance. On behalf of the diocese — thank you.
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Price of book £14
UK delivery £1

Package deal to Republic of Ireland
(includes book and delivery) 25 euros

Contact:

Rev Val Farrell,
St Winefrides,
Low Moor Road,
FY2 OPA.

Email:
evalfarrell®gmail.com
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‘A sheer joy.”
Fr. Tony Keefe, Windermere

“I admired the poems, components

which took me a bit by surprise.”
Emrys Hughes, Cumbria

“A book that can’t just be finished;
it deserves and rewards re-reading

and reflection.”
D. Nelson, Milton Keynes

“A lovely book.”
M. Fraser, Oxford

“I’'m grateful to him for affording ;
me a whole new outlook on Creation, |

much wider and richer.”
MJT. Lynch, Birmingham

“Fr Val offers us a spiritual challenge
to echo in our own lives, the prayer

of St John: ‘It is the Lord’.”
Rev. P. Marley, Blackpool
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M any people will remember Fr Val Farrell as the
immediate past Editor of the Catholic Voice, when as
Editor he introduced the Buzz, a weekly update of events
and happenings in the Diocese. In addition to these great
works Fr Val wrote a Blog which provided the reader with
impromptu reflections on personal experiences, sights and
moments, finding a spiritual dimension in each and inviting
the reader to share their thoughts.

Now some years later FrVal, using a good deal of the material
that originally appeared on his Blog, has released a book
‘Saturday Morning Early’ it is full of down to earth reflections
that create so much imagery that it makes one feel that one is
walking around with ones’ eyes and ears shut. These glimpses
of life are indeed rich in spiritual observation.

FrVal says that he is still ‘work in progress’ but that could be
said of us all. As he quite rightly asserts it takes longer than a
lifetime to find out ‘who we are’.

IFyou can imagine an onion with its many layers of tightly
fixed skins that is how
best to describe our
lives. FrVal’s book
using Creation as the
backdrop will help
readers to slowly peel
away those layers

and gain spiritual
nourishment from
everything around us.

SATURDAY
MORNING

The final word from Fr
Val “l come away from
all this thinking and
writing convinced that
if I watch with the heart
and mind of Jesus, | can
still catch sight of my
creator at work on me,
day after day, year
after year”.

| s, -

Catching God in the
Act of Creation

Vil Farrell
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Dear
Pope
Francis
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Dear Pope Francis ...
Pope Francis has asked the Synod of Bishops, meeting this autumn, to reflect on “Young
People, the Faith, and Vocational Discernment.” To prepare for this meeting, the Church
around the world has been asking young people about their experience of life today.
Surveys have taken place and young people have taken part in meetings, nationally and
internationally. Recently, Narquita was invited to represent Lancaster Diocese at a series of
meetings organised by the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales. She writes:

“The meeting was a relatively small gathering of about a dozen people who had come
to represent their areas from around the UK. The focus of the meeting was to give input
based on our experience of being young people in the Church, as well as what other young
people experience in their own communities. It was no surprise that all of us at the meeting
work with young people in one way or other, and so we all had a well-rounded view on the
experiences young people today.

We discussed many aspects of youth culture in the Church bringing different concerns
which we felt were relevant to our specific diocese.However, there were some crucial points
that we all agreed were widespread and should be fed into the synod: Identity, Social Media
and the Fear of Being Authentic.

Identity - We talked about many issues facing young people,and so many of these stem
from issues with identity. To know the Father, and to have a relationship with Him, we need
to know ourselves as children of God.

But how can we do that if we are having so many difficulties with who we are physically,
emotionally and psychologically? It’s proven that it’s impossible for humans to think
of further fulfilment (that is, of their spiritual wellbeing) if their basic human needs
aren’t being met. The Church needs to support the fulfilment of these needs in order
to evangelise and catechise young people. In my opinion one way would be to be more
hospitable, welcoming and accommodating to those seeking out the Church. Many
can be put off when they don’t feel wanted or loved by the community they are seeking
to immerse themselves in, which is why we see young people especially seeking this
acceptance elsewhere.

We as a Church are more than capable of providing an environment to allow this to
happen.

Social Media - Social media is what our existence has become. It has rapidly grown into a
norm for everyone and we live in a society where our lives are being broadcast to the world
at every moment. We seek our worth and affirmation through a screen, from people we
may never encounter in our physical lives. This is particularly affecting young people, and
their self-worth, esteem and again, identity.

It also fuels a disposable and relative culture that is rapidly growing amongst young
people. Friendships and relationships are thrown away and ended via a text, or even worse
a public declaration on Twitter! Unborn babies don’t matter and are thrown away daily,
we are changing gender, having cosmetic procedures to alter our look, and we are using
people for our own gain whether that is sex, money or affirmation.

But, that’s not to say that it can’t be a force for good and a positive tool. Like it or not,
social media is here to stay, and the Church needs to use it and be present on the platforms
that reach billions of people far and wide at every minute of every day. Pope Francis
recognises this and is well known to people outside of the church for his efforts. It’s now
time for us to reflect this across the wider Church.

Fear of Being Authentic - It appears that the Church is fearful to really be who she is. We
are worried of offending, scared to speak truth into the lives of those we encounter, and we
seem terrified that we will cause any more ‘bad press’. But, by being timid we are doing a
disservice to the future of the Church. By not being authentic we are not offering the world
anything different. We need to shed the fear and live out our first vocation and shared
mission of holiness — and that’s not to just be from the Bishops, your parish priest, or youth
minister. We ALL have an obligation to uphold the truth and share it with everyone we
encounter!

These were just some areas we spoke about, but there is so much more the youth have
to say. Even though we won’t be in the meeting with the Synod fathers and won’t get the
chance to voice our individual opinions we must continue to make our voices heard.

So if you’ve got something you’d like to say, ideas you want to share, issues you want
to raise, then start talking. To each other, to your priests, to your chaplains, youth
ministers, anyone that will listen!

Do not settle for what we have in front of us, do not settle for injustice, do not settle
for a Church that is doing the minimum.

We, young people, are the future generation that will carry the Church forward. It is our
responsibility to make sure it not only survives but thrives.

Keep the faith, Narquita

May 2018 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + 5

Young
People, the
Faith, and
Vocational
Discernment

Est. 1802

We are one of the largest family owned
flooring retailers in the North West of England

Massive showroom open to the public
Mon-Sat 9am-5.30pm Sun 10am-4pm

Large selection of room size remnants

H Mears ( Furnishers) Ltd
The Oaks Business Park, Longridge Road,
Ribbleton, Preston, Lancashire PR2 5BQ

Tel 01772 701033
Fax 01772 653646

To advertise please contact
Caroline on 07931 836926 or
01440 730399 or email
carolineg@cathcom.org




6 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + May 2018

couple of months ago, four of the

team from Castlerigg attended
the SPUC Youth Conference. | didn’t
know much about the Society for
Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC)
until recently, and abortion has always
been a bit of a taboo topic for me as
an eighteen-year-old girl. It’s difficult
in our society, especially if you want to
fit in, to know when it is appropriate to
voice your views on such controversial
subjects and how to do so without
offending others.

The conference helped me a lot with this.
Meeting other likeminded young people,
who were not afraid to speak out and talk

PREPARE:
BEL

with passion about being pro-life, made
me realise just how important it is that
we share our views with others if we want
to make a difference in the world. There
is nothing to be ashamed of about being
pro-life. It is, in fact, something to be
proud of and part of being a Catholic.

My understanding of abortion was

quite basic before the conference and

I’d never put a lot of thought into how

it affects people. Since abortion was
legalised in the UKin 1967 more than 8.4
million unborn children have been killed.
That’s 8.4 million lives taken away from
innocent, defenceless human beings.
There are approximately two hundred

TASTER DAY EXPERIENCE
Friday 11th May

Spend a day at our Preparatory School.
Call now to book a place for your child.

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School

Tours of the school can be

& O
irstang Road, Fu

( Hou

yod, Preston F D
stpiusx.co.uk

ranged by calling 01772 719937

thousand reported abortions every year
in the UK and the NHS estimates that one
in three women will have an abortion in
their lifetime. An abortion can take place
up to 24 weeks, and even later in some
cases, yet statistics show a 39% chance
of a baby surviving if born at 24 weeks.
By 16 weeks, a baby can respond to
sound, feel pain and is sensitive to light.
Psalm 39:13 springs to mind; ‘For you
created my inmost being, you knit me
together in my mother’s womb’, and |
can’t help but feel that even without

my Faith this seems inhumane and
unmerciful.

The talks at this year’s conference
focused on the effects that abortion has
on the mental health of women. | found
this particularly interesting as | intend on
studying psychology at university next
year. The NHS Choices website states,
‘women who have an abortion are no more
likely to experience mental health problems
than those who continue with their
pregnancy.’ However, | learnt from one

of the speakers that medical research
shows that the risk of suicide is around

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

six times greater after abortion than
after childbirth. | was also really struck
by the lack of information that women
receive prior to the procedure and how
little support they receive if they are
ambivalent about such a fundamental
decision in both their own and their
unborn child’s life.

Whilst some of the talks were quite
intense and some of the content was
extremely upsetting and graphic, it
was necessary given the sensitivity and
seriousness of such an issue.

The evenings were much more light-
hearted with a quiz on the first night with
icebreakers to get to know people and a
ceilidh on the Saturday which was fun!

I really enjoyed my first conference and
found it an educational and thought-
provoking experience. | have come away
feeling proud to be pro-life and inspired
by the amazing work other young people
are doing to save lives and wanting to
make a difference myself.

Hannabh, Castlerigg

Events
for Your Diary

rdes (19th - 28th July)

This is an amazing oppo

More information at www.c
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Your Letters

Send us your letters:

Write to:

The Editor, 99, Commonside, Ansdell,
Lytham St. Annes, FY8 4D).

Email to:

voiceletters®hotmail.co.uk

* Please keep your letters concise
(max 300 words),

* Include your full name and address

* Letters should not include any
personal criticism or attacks

* The editor reserves the right to:
- amend or shorten letters or to
refuse to publish them (no
correspondence to discuss decisions
taken will be entered into)
- publish a response if deemed
appropriate

Dear Editor,

In the April edition of the Catholic Voice |
read the following ‘when you see a priest,
you see Jesus Christ’. This of course is true.
However, do not let us forget that Jesus

is within every baptised Christian.

The late Bishop Brewer often said at
Confirmations that ‘we should bow to each
other, because the Holy Spirit (and Our Lord
Jesus Christ) is present in all of us, since our
baptism and in everyone who is baptised.’
Sincerely yours,

Dympna Magee, Morecambe

Dear Editor,

It was with interest that | read Paul
Marley’s reflection on Simon of Cyrene in
the March edition of the Catholic Voice.
There was something familiar about

the pictures of the 4 stations depicted
which caught my eye. The detail of the
soldier’s garb —the large diamond-

ik L
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HEADTEACHERS - If you would like to support the Catholic Voice and
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patterned sleeves and soft shoes — clearly
not Roman. In particular it was the 2
young sons of Simon of Cyrene — Rufus

& Alexander —who were familiar & then

| realised that these pictures were the
same as the Stations of the Cross that we
have at St John the Evangelist, Poulton-
le-Fylde.

Rufus & Alexander appear in two of the
stations — Station 5 when they witness
their father being press-ganged into
helping a “criminal” carrying his cross
on the way to execution. The older boy
has his arm around the shoulder of his
younger brother in a protective gesture
—the younger boy is crying. They must
have felt confused & frightened. Their
second appearance is at the 10th station
where Jesus is stripped of his garments.
Simon, relieved of his onerous task, leads
his sons away by the hand, unwilling to

N
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Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,
Lancashire PR2 3SQ
Headteacher: Mr Nigel Ranson
Tel: 01772 326900
Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
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Thinking of becoming a teacher?
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance
(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic
primary and secondary schools and post-16
colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School
with a shared vision and commitment to providing
first class, professional development for trainee
teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact: 01772 326931
Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
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subject them to witnessing the dreadful
spectacle of crucifixion that is about to
take place. Who knows what impact was
made on those two young boys & what
they did witness that day? It is thought
that they may have been leaders in the
early Church —why else would their
names have been recorded in St Mark’s
Gospel?

Our stations are miniature works of
art & | was delighted to learn that they
are copies taken from the considerably
larger originals to be found in Antwerp
Cathedral. | have for many years
puzzled over the background scenes

in our stations — obviously not the

Holy Land and urban in character. At
last | know why — they must be based
on a Belgian landscape. Mystery solved —
thanks to Paul Marley.

Elaine Brownwood, St John’s Poulton

S
%
o Y

St Peter’s Catholic

Primary School
MNorfolk Road, Lytham FY8 4JG
Headteacher: Mrs Heyes

Tel: 01253 734658
E: head@st-peters-pri.lancs.sch.uk

English Martyrs®
. EathaligBrimarylschool

Sizer Street, Preston, Lancashire, PR1 7DR
Headteacher: Annalisa Howarth
T: 01772 556 092.
E: head@englishmartyrs.lancs.sch.uk
Deputy Headteacher: Mrs Lingard
Assistant Headteacher: Mr Bridge
We were judged again as Good in our Ofsted Inspection
in December 2017.
Mission Statement
Our children are all unique, iful indivi but
a masterpiece, brothers and sisters in Christ.

we are

Testimonials

Together in One Body

CORPUS CHRISTI
CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOL

: Mr David Hubbard
51 Vincent's Road, Fulwood, Preston PR2 BOY
01772 716912 | admin@coc lancs sch.ak
www.ccc.lancs.sch.uk
‘We are delighted to support the Catholic
Voice which provides unique targeted

advertising and local news for the Catholic

Community throughout the North West.’

Cardinal Allen

Catholic High School

Melbourne Avenue, Fleetwood FY7 8AY
Headteacher: Andrew Cafferkey
Tel: 01253 872659

Cardinal Allen Catholic High School is happy to support
The Catholic Voice by taking out an annual
subscription. It is a cost effective way to ensure there is
awareness of our school in the area. The set up
process is easy and any help required readily available.
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Open the door
¥ to a brighter future

ST MARY’S | .I ALL

Co-educational day and boarding prep-school for Stonyhurst College. Ages 3 - 13 years.

Stonyhurst 5t Mary's Hall Open Doors (9am - 12 noon)
Monday 7 May (Bank Holiday)

n August this year the Pope is visiting
Dublin to attend an international
meeting concerning the Family. It
is timely. The traditional Family is
under threat. We Failed to prevent the
parliamentary motion which broadened
the definition of fFamily beyond the
unit of man, woman and child. Our
hands were tied to the extent that in
a secularised world we were not able
to use Faith arguments. What does our
Faith tell us about the family?

In the story of creation it is because we
are made in the image of God that we
find ourselves male and female. In his
Theology of the Body Pope John Paul Il
speaks of the body as “the image of God,
incarnate in the visible and corporeal fact
of the masculinity or feminty of the human
person”. He continues: “The body and it
alone is capable of making visible what is
invisible, the spiritual and the divine. It was
created to transfer into the visible reality
of the world the mystery hidden since

time immemorial in God, and thus be a
sign of it”.

So what is this mystery? It is the mystery
of the Trinity. As in the Trinity a third
person proceeds from the love of the
other two, so in the family the child
personifies the love of father and mother.
“The experience of communion between
man and woman is more like the inner life
of God than anything else we encounter in
creation”. Married love is specific. It is
specified by divine love, a love which is
self-emptying, which lives for the other.

Etherial? It is time to remind ourselves of
what it means to be redeemed.

The clear message of early Christian
writers is that God became man (homo

- inclusive) to make man God. The
scriptural basis is John 17 funneled into 2
Peter 1:4 which speaks of our becoming
‘partakers of God’s nature’. Perhaps the
most eloquent interpreter is Maximus
the Confessor (6th cent.), “The whole of
the human being is interpenetrated by

the whole of God and becomes all that

God is, excluding identity of essence”. So
why are we not all saints? When you

raise the volume of your radio the power
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The man-woman relationship is
potentially the supreme sign of the
nature of God. Marriage, we say, is a
sacrament and what it signifies is the

life giving self-emptying love that is God
as well as the power of the indwelling
God gracing us to achieve this. Writing

in the Washington Post (Oct. 710, 1980)
Judy Mann told Pope John Paul Il to get
real. “From the time Americans reach
adolescence lust is the life force”. We see
today this cultural attitude played out in
the media and even in real-life reporting:
“A sense of sexual intimacy as a mature,
respectful, mutually shared experience of
loving union was a description that raised
ironic eyebrows whilst also touching a deep
longing” (Catholic Ethicists on HIV/AIDS
Prevention, p.87). And yet: “If we follow all
the traces of our hearts and all the stirrings
of our sexuality to their source, we find
ourselves at the edge of eternity, catching a
glimpse of the Trinitarian God” (West).

Pie in the sky? Not at all. What do we

do at Mass? In the Mass we ratify the
covenant. A covenant involves a blessing
and a condition. Our Lord during his

talk to the apostles at the Last Supper
identifies the blessing - the indwelling
of the Blessed Trinity: “If anyone loves me
he will keep my word, and my Father will
love him, and we shall come to him and
make our home with him”. (John14:23).

He also spells out the condition: “This is
my commandment: love one another as

I have loved you” (John 15: 13). When a
couple receive Holy Communion they are
implicitly renewing their own marriage
covenant to love and to cherish. So

the intimacies of married life are the
sacramental levers which engage with
the powerful presence of God. Sex s far
more than a sport; it has a spiritual depth
which is largely unappreciated.

Contemporary culture has mainly
detached sex from marriage and even
from love; it has become an instrument
of selfish hedonism. Cultures are shaped
by people. We are unlikely to change the
cultural climate of our time by marching
and shouting slogans. We need, in the
first place, to present an image that
matches what we profess to believe,

Please contact Helen Eastham, Reg | fragforfirther.info
Tel 01254 827073 smhadmissions@stonyhurst.ac.uk
Stonyhursti® Clitheroe # Lancashire # BBY 9F2

remains the same, you are lowering the
resistance. The saint is one who always
says ‘Yes’to God.

which will only be possible if our vision of
marriage is fully illuminated by our faith.
Canon Thomas Dakin
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n Thursday 1st February Bishop
Campbell visited St Clare’s to
bless the new narthex. It’s the biggest

change to the church building since

it opened in 1979, and provides a
dramatic and welcoming new entrance
to the church.

Backin 2012 the then Parish Priest, Fr
Chris Loughran, began working with
parishioners on a project to replace the
old porch, which was small and cluttered,
and had poor facilities for visitors. After
five years of hard work, fundraising and
planning, construction finally began on
the new narthex in September 2017.

The new space is not only a fine ‘shop
window’ for the church; it can also host
gatherings of up to 60 people and can be
used as an extension to the church when
needed: the doors between the narthex
and church can be folded back to join

to the two spaces. There is also an all-
access toilet and baby changing facilities,
so that all people can feel welcome. In the
narthex there is space for displays, and
spiritual reading booklets from the CTS
on sale. The original foundation stone

of the church, blessed by Bishop Foley

in November 1978 but covered over for
many years, is once again visible to those
who enter the church.

One wonderful feature of the new
building is the glass front, which

creates a clear line of sight between the
sanctuary and the street outside. Now
people waiting at the bus stop outside
the hospital over the road can watch
Mass being celebrated in the church: a
reminder that Jesus and His followers are
present in our community. Hopefully this
will also help passers-by to feel that they
can wander into the church to spend a
quiet moment in prayer or reflection.

The opening itself was a great
celebration: the church was packed,
and we were joined by Fr Chris and also
Fr Michael Lakeland, who was Parish
Priest between 1982 and 2008. St Clare’s
school beautifully shared the story of
Jacob’s ladder and sang the Magnificat.
Bishop Campbell, on his last visit to the
parish before retiring, blessed the new
building and the restored figure of Christ,
which is hung at the front of the narthex
as a powerful sign of Christian faith.

Fr. Andrew Allman
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Personalised Care

At Laurel Bank Care Home

We understand fmdmg the right care home can be a
daunting decision, that's why our friendly team are on
hand to offer advice and guidance at a time to suit you.

Our home offers a range of care services whilst supporting
independence and maintaining individual interests. With a varied
activities programme and freshly prepared home-cooked
meals, we pride ourselves on making everyone feel at home.

Nursing Care * Residential Care * Respite Care & Short Breaks

Whether you need urgent care or just

some help and advice, our friendly team o

are here when you need them. LAUREL
BANK

BARCHESTER HEALTHCARE

Call: 01524 925 360

Westbourne Road, Lancaster, LA1 5EF

www.barchester.com




10 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + May 2018

REDSCAR FUNERAL HOME

Independent Funeral Directors

Personal attention 24 hours a day

Pre-paid Funeral plans,

Rooms of Repose, Private Chapel of Rest,
Memorials of Distinction
Funeral Director:

[
Carrol M Bibby MBIE, DipFD, MBIFD

Founder Joseph Leo McKenna

110 Longridge Road,
@Wray Brothers Monumental

Ribbleton, Preston PR2 6RL
Tel: 01772 796669
* Memornals = Renovations = Lettering = Marble = Granite
* Slite = Stone of all kinds, colour & designs »
Wray Brothers are long established monumentsl masons
highly regarded for quality of their workmanship and
persomail service. Traditional Hand Cut
Leters

Proprietors: 5. A. Edwards,
M. A. Edwards, G, Edwards

Gla Layton Road, Layton,
Blackpool FY3 BEB
Tel/Fax: 01253 392620

(SELF STORAGE)

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs
Competitive Rates
From as little as £§ per
week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton
Tel: 01524 791837

kwww.curlytailstorage.co.uk )
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TANGNEY TOURS
The Pilgrims Ci 2
Join the Diocesan of Lancaster
Lourdes Pilgrimage
Under the leadership of

the Bishop of Lancaster
2018 theme - "Do whatever He tells you”

| T -
By air - from £815 per person
Flights direct from Manchester
20th - 27th July

Holy Land Pilgrimages

Roeme, San Giovan
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n February 2006 Bishop Paul Swarbrick appeared on the

front page of our Diocesan newspaper. On that occasion
he was pictured 85ft up a radio mast in Zambia, East Africa
where he spent 15yrs as a priest serving as a missionary.
Now he appears again but this time as our newly ordained
Bishop, the seventh Bishop of Lancaster. The Catholic Voice
managed to grab some of our new Bishop’s time over the
Easter weekend to find out a little more about his upbringing
and reaction to being called to the Episcopate

Early influences

My roots and up-bringing are firmly planted in the good soil of
Garstang. Home and family made me. | was aware from an early
age that I belonged to the place and to the extended family.

Ss. Mary and Michael Primary school is responsible for my early
education. The Sisters of Charity of St. Paul did a reasonable job
on me in those early years. My years in Workington have
re-connected me with the congregation which has a long
history in the area. I've had the immense pleasure and benefit
of working alongside Sr. Eleanor Gilligan, a Sister of the same
congregation.

At home, faith was evident but not ‘overdone’. Mass and
Benediction every week, devotions to the Lancashire Martyrs
and especially St. John Plessington, a martyr born locally. Grace
before and after meals at home, but | can’t recall family prayers.
Dad was choirmaster/organist at Bonds (the Catholic church at
Garstang) and my eldest sister, Shelagh, played the organ from
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ayoung age when she was home. | never wanted to be an altar
server, lacking confidence perhaps. It wasn’t pushed. All my
grandparents practiced the faith, as did my extended family.
There was evidence of faith and prayer in the home. It was
valued and lived.

At the age of eleven my parents sent me to a non-Catholic
school, Lancaster Royal Grammar School. We had an
outstanding Parish Priest then and he was obviously concerned
that this would be a risk to my faith. At one point he said to my
parents, “You'll have to watch that boy” and cunningly roped me
in as a reader at Mass.

Canon Bob Horn is my mother’s cousin. Canon Adrian Towers

is my half cousin. Both have played key roles in helping put
thoughts of priesthood into my mind during my teenage years.
Fr. Conway, Parish Priest of Garstang, was a huge influence for
good. Vocations need careful ‘management’ and he was a superb
example for me to aspire to.

Zambia-5=15

In 1990 | volunteered to serve for five years as a priest in Zambia
(Diocese of Monze) but ended up staying for fifteen. | regret none
of them. It can only have been a work of the Spirit. | believe |

was a victim of prayer in that the people were short of priests
and prayed for priests to come. The whole African experience

is something | continually draw strength and inspiration

from. Perhaps I'll have chance to share more of that in the

years ahead.



www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

b

May 2018 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + 11

e —— .
R iy
ﬁii‘!““‘mmt“‘t\

I worked closely with Emilio Patriarca, Bishop of Monze. He
retired in 2014 and returned to his home diocese of Milan, Italy.
Interestingly, before Christmas last year | was asked to read
through a draft biography of Bishop Patriarca being written

by one of the African Sisters. She invited me to include some
reflections on my time working with him. | wrote, “But who would
become a Bishop? Only someone who loves enough. Only someone
who knows so deeply that they are first loved by the Lord.” Little did
I know what lay just a few weeks ahead.

I returned home in 2005. My father had died in 2003. Mum'’s
health was not great. I'd been fifteen years in one parish and felt
they needed fresh blood. There were plenty of ordinations of
local clergy whereas in Lancaster we were struggling for priests.
| felt I had experience to share.

Reaction on news of calling to the Episcopate

News of my appointment came as a “tram-stopper”! | was still
getting used to having been made a Canon (2015). I never
dreamed my name would come up even though | knew it had
been put forward. In late January, | received a call to go down to
the Papal Nuncio in Wimbledon, asap. The visit had to be kept
as a Pontifical Secret, although my assistant, Fr. Paul Harrison
new ‘something was up’ because | trimmed my beard and had a
haircut.

| drove down on Wednesday 31st January, convincing myself
it was to talk about someone else. When the Nuncio told me
and gave me the letter stating that Pope Francis had chosen

me to succeed Bishop Campbell my whole life flashed before
my mind’s eye — an experience they say immediately precedes
death!Jesus once said to the Apostles, “you did not choose me,
no, | chose you.” These words came to me in a very powerful way.
Not my will but His be done. But | was not comfortable. | think

it was out of this experience that my Episcopal Motto began

to form: Sanctitas praeter pacem - Holiness before peace. We
can feel very far from peace and yet still be close to God. | found
this more clearly when | read the biography of Blessed John
Henry Newman.

Bishop Campbell has been kind and understanding, trying to
reassure me about what lies ahead. It won’t be easy but the
bottom line is simply to trust Jesus and follow Him. This is my
way to heaven.

How do | relax?

We live in a very beautiful part of the U.K. | have been blessed
with good health, and always loved the out-doors. | have
walked, camped and enjoyed long-distance walks from an early
age. Three years ago | decided to have a crack at the Munros
(Scottish mountains over 3000ft) while I still had a reasonable
level of health. Recent events may have interfered with the
timetable I'd set myself. | still have 121 to complete. Latterly I've
taken more to cycling. It’s convenient to hop on the bike for a bit
of fresh air even if it’s just for half an hour. Workington has been
awonderful place to be for that. I've also been known to take
the odd pint.

Please keep Bishop Paul in your prayers

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm

Serving our community for over 100 years

g . 259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
_* ]| Tel: 01772 788020
W www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

- J.1'Byrne »

Qualified Independent

Family Funeral Dlrectors
Funerals personally a with digni
Mr John Byme NAFD, DIP, MBIF
85 Victoria Roud Eas

ast,
Thornton Cleveleys, Lancashire FY5 5BU
Telephone: (01253) 863022 or

1 Beach Road, Westview, Fleetwood FY7 BPS
allphnnl {01253! 776281

Website: www.jtbyrne.co.uk
Personal service and advice day and night

Martin's

The Funeral Directors

188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston

1, Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge
Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprietor W. Martin Wootton

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service
from a private family owned

o
and run firm

= A

LATHAM

FUNERAL SERVICE LTOE

David Pope dip.FD MBIED
Funeral Director

A fresh and
modern D

ap

uneral
planning

42 Clifton Street
Lytham

FY8 SEW

Tel. 01253 733909

www.lythamfuneralservice.co.uk
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Join us for the 2020

Oberammergau
;. JPas

W_
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A collection of fully escorted coach tours
combining the performance of the
Oberammergau Passion Play and featuring...

FREE
Brochure
Order Now!

Holidays
from only £1 049pp
BABTA HATOL

v T to 14-day packages featuring:
Germany, Austria, Italy & Rome

v Accommodation and ticket for the
2020 Passion Play

v Luxury coaches with extra legroom
v/ Free local joining points ./ £100pp low deposit

01709 787 415 www.leger.co.uk/mg

ABTA: V3582 - ATOL: 3880

Lancashire School of Sanctuary
status has been awarded to Our
Lady’s Catholic College, the Cathedral
Catholic Primary School, both in
Lancaster, and English Martyr’s
Catholic Primary School in Preston.

A School of Sanctuary award is given
to schools that help students; staff and
wider community understand what it
means to be seeking sanctuary and

to extend a welcome to everyone as
equal, valued members of the school
community. Schools of Sanctuary are
schools that are proud to be a place of
safety and inclusion for all.

The schools were presented with

a certificate in recognition of their
achievement at a presentation ceremony
held at County Hall, Preston. They are the

| first schools in the county to receive this

accolade.

Our Lady’s Catholic College have been
working for some time towards this
award. Rachel, their Chaplain, explains
more:

I’'ve been working at Our Lady’s Catholic
College for over 2 years as Chaplain.
What initially attracted me to the
school was the family feel of the school
community. The people in our school
make it a very special place to be and

to work and as one pupil put it “Not

only go the extra mile for you, but the
extra 1000 miles for you”. When | heard
of the opportunity to be a part of a
cooperation supporting refugees and the
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most vulnerable people in our society, |
thought this was a wonderful initiative,
which celebrates and highlights the
Catholic ethos already underpinning our
entire way of working in school. Pope
Francis said “With regard to migrants,
displaced persons and refugees, a common
commitment is needed, one focused on
offering them a dignified welcome”. A

lot of the work to achieve the School

of Sanctuary status was work we would
undertake anyway and so it allowed us
to focus and hone in on where we really
could make a difference. We worked
with all sections of our community, staff,
parents and pupils. This included:
Assemblies, Retreat days, Refugee Week,
Working with Aid to the Church in Need,
sharing children’s art work from Syria,
Global Link presenting on the current
information about Asylum in the UK,
Sponsored Walks, making welcome packs
for refugees and messages of hope and
presentations from our own pupils who are
refugees.

Another pupil commented “/ found

the Aid to the Church in Need talk at

the university really useful. Hearing the
stories of the people from Iraq and Nigeria
expanded my knowledge and significantly
increased my awareness of the extent and
extremities people have to go through, and
this helped me to understand why it is so
essential for us to welcome refugees into
our communities. | am proud to be part of a
School of Sanctuary, which recognises the
importance of this”.

The Cathedral Catholic Primary School
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were ably led by Rachel Cook, their
Inclusion Manager who explains more:

The journey to School of Sanctuary
started when we realised that as a
Catholic school community we were
already ensuring that our children had
a welcoming, inclusive environment

in which to learn and pray. When we
heard about the initiative, all the staff
believed that we could work together to
further develop our links with refugees
and the most vulnerable members of
the community. This involved working

LOURDES

PILGRIMAGES

OY 1 M.

sy Juors, CREED

BIULY | 7NGHTS  (ETTR

From Glasgow

!3 JULY ' 7 NIGHTS

rom Edinburgh

22 MAY | 5 NIGHTS

From Liverpool

25 MAY 7 NIGHTS

From Durham Tees Valley

rru|n£?49pp ‘
20 JULY ' 7 NIGHTS

From Liverpool fram ET49F‘F

17 & 24 AUGUST ' 7 NIGHTS rr:_.msﬁsqn i

From Manchester

closely with the charity Global Link who
came in to talk to the school about their
work and how we could help refugees
and asylum seekers. Following this, our
children wrote messages of hope which
were delivered to local refugees and
asylum seekers over lunch. We used last
autumn’s school harvest collection to
collect toiletries which were delivered to
a local Women’s Drop-In which provides
friendship and support to refugees and
their families. We used stories to consider
the difficulties encountered by refugees
and heard first-hand accounts of life in

Craig Lodge
Family House
of Prayer

K {’{'@ at Yoursel

Parish groups, Famiilies,

young "pﬁc:'epic. ::Iar'c_:jy

al welc.ome!

i | nA t q B4 14AF
Rimainy Areyil, Scotiand FRas LA
1ME3

www.craiglodge.org
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Syria from Sister Annie who works for the

Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need'.

To raise awareness of the many first
languages spoken by pupils in our school,
we have ‘Language of the Month’ where
we learn more about the countries and
languages represented in our school.

Multi faith week, RE and PSHE lessons
have been used to teach children about
the faith of others, how this is lived out
and the importance of respect between
religions. Even our entrance hall has

hlin

Centre

Brand new conference centre available for

meetings, conferences, recruitment days,
team building, product launches, staff
training and corporate events, and is an
ideal business venue.

— W
The Jack McLaughlin Centre

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOI

StVincant's Road, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 8QY
Tel. 01772 779136 | thejme@cce. lancs.sch.uk

been refurbished to ensure that we are
always ready to ‘Welcome the Stranger’
and offer the best support we can to
those who are encountering school in
our country for the first time. Our
Children have gained much from
learning about the lives of others
around the world. They realise that we
are all equal and loved by God and are
wonderful in ensuring that no child is
ever far from a friend or a smile. One
child said, “We are all part of the same
family and it doesn’t matter where you
are from.”

Lark Hill Association
L

The AGM and Mass will be held at
Cardinal Newman College
on Saturday 30th June 2018
at 2.00 p.m.
Further details
01772 863423 01253 733985

“m: Boarbank Hall
W - Canonesses of St Augustine
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone

Prayer « Community * Hospitality
« Care of the poor and sick

Contact: Sr Ildikd

Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands,
Cumbria, LA11 7NH

Telephone: 015395 32288

Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk
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COME & SEE tou

VOCATIONS are 20's-407,
WEEKEND [ i
Catholic, seriously
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‘ \ to be a Benedictine
- ~7s. Monk at Buckfast

Listen to what N a » Abbey

the Holy Spirit

is saying to

BUCKFAST ABBEY
DEVON

Contact: The Abbot, Buckfast Abbey, Devon TQ11 OEI

Email: vocations@buckfast.org.uk
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Buckfast Abbey

ne thing that the angel did not tell

Mary at the Annunciation was that
saying “yes” to God would lead to an
easy life.

Nine months later she was displaced from
home, frantically looking for a safe place
in Bethlehem to give birth. We know how,
but not why she ended up in the stable -
did the people in their comfortable rooms
refuse to inconvenience themselves - or
did the landlord never ask for their help?
In offering the stable, was he trying to do
his best - or was he actually having a joke
at her expense?

Not much later, she was fleeing from a
ruler terrified at a perceived threat to his
power. Was she made welcome in Egypt?
Unfortunately the Bible does not say.

On returning to Israel, she was wary of
going back to her home town and sought
acceptance in a little village far to the
north.

We know that her greatest trial, was to
see her beloved only child put to death by
crucifixion, a death of gratuitous cruelty,
because he proclaimed the Kingdom of
God. It was a death she could not prevent.
Throughout her life, Mary must have

had so much to say, but no voice in the
face of civil authority. However, she was
unbelievably tough, herinner strength
coming from her complete trust in and
obedience to God.

Today, millions of people are, like Mary,
having to undertake perilous journeys
to try and find a new home and, equally
important, acceptance. Yet banner
headlines and derogatory stories about
“Migrants” in some of the media portray
these brothers and sisters almost as
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invaders without explaining why people
are driven to such extremes in the first
place.

Ifwe unearth the actual facts, we find
that some are fleeing war, others are
fleeing the droughts and famines in North
Africa caused by climate change. A good
number are escaping oppression. Every
individual is one of our brothers and
sisters and each has a story as personal
as Mary’s, but they are all lumped
together in the public mind as a problem.

IFwe, like Mary, want to say “yes” to God,
we must accept the challenges that arise
around us. One of these is to overcome
our fear of the stranger, be prepared

to move out of our comfort zone and
welcome those who are different. It

is a call to grace, a call to pour out

our Christian love to our brothers and
sisters at their hour of direst need. As
Pope Francis puts it “Every stranger who
knocks at our door is an opportunity for an
encounter with Jesus Christ”.

We have tens of thousands of Marys
outside our own doors just waiting for our
compassion. Let us take our lead from
Pope Francis who has shown a special
love for migrants and refugees and has
been highly critical of the rich world’s
indifference to them. The dispossessed
cannot counter the many falsehoods
spoken about them any more than Mary
could speak out against the injustices
inflicted on her. They need us to open
our doors and our hearts to make them
welcome and to plead their case in an
often hostile world. Like Mary, we must
say “yes”to God.
Lancaster Diocesan
Faith & Justice Commission
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CAFOD

Justone world

Share the
journey
and walk
for refugees

War, persecution, natural disaster
and poverty continue to force
millions of people from their homes.
Refugees and migrants are human
beings, with hopes, fears, desires and

stories to share, just like each one of us.

Inspired by Pope Francis’ special concern
for migrants and refugees, CAFOD, invite
you to Share the Journey and join us on a
walk. But not just any walk, a walk around
the world; a massive 24,901 miles.

TheShare the Journey campaign is calling
on governments to agree on two global
agreements, which place the human
dignity of people on the move at their
heart.

By sharing the journey, you will be calling
on world leaders, who will meet at the
UN in September 2018, to show their
compassion to refugees and people on
the move. By taking part, you’ll be asking
them to respect human dignity, keep
families together, protect the vulnerable,
support host countries and to tackle the
reasons for migration.

But we can’t do this alone! To achieve our
goal we are calling on you to play your
own part in the campaign by organising
a Share the Journey walk within your
parish, or to simply encourage people to
take part in a ‘Walk to Church Sunday.” You
can do this at any point throughout the
year, but many are choosing to do theirs
to coincide with the Share the Journey
‘Week of Action’, which runs from

18-24 June.

Your walk can be as long or as short

as you like, just remember to log your
miles on our online totaliser once you’ve
completed it. All resources, including
prayer cards, action cards and an
organiser’s guide, are available to order
free from our website.

This is a great opportunity for us as a
Diocese to stand alongside Catholics
worldwide.

Find out more: call CAFOD Lancaster
on 01772 733310 or visit:

cafod.org.uk/sharethejourney

Patrick Gardner, CAFOD

Find out more and download our prospectus
oi
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An investment that’s

“The impact of Oikocredit on the 65,000 people who
live on our tea estates is tremendous. As well as social _
benefits, there are ecological improvements because | /4
we farm sustainably.” '

Sanjay Bansal, Chairman and Managing Director, Ambootia

Thanks to the investment of people like you in Oikocredit, our
social enterprise partner Ambootia has the financial backing it
needs to turn around struggling Indian tea estates; farm
organically, and provide workers with fair secure wages,
housing, food and clothing. So you really can change

lives when you invest for people, planet and profit

through Oikocredit.

Established in 1975, Oikocredit invests over €1bn
every year in over 800 social enterprise partners, like
Ambootia, in the developing world. Our activities and
social impact monitoring also connect

with many of the 2030 United Nations'

17 sustainable development goals including
no poverty, no hunger, decent work and
economic growth, gender equality and
affordable clean energy.

Conditions apply and your investment

is at risk. It is not covered by a financial
compensation scheme and \
is potentially illiquid. T A

kocredit.org.uk | 0208 785 5526

WS DRoOuCed DY tTho LikDomos EmBmation &
citors LLP Wwho o &

Investing in people

the AF

5. Tha AFM has notified tha FCA
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tella Matutina is situated just minutes away from Faihaven Lake,
Ansdell shops and Lytham Windmill

We provide a homely, caring atmosphere, respecting your individuality, dignity
and privacy.

= Short/long term and respite care

= Overlooking the sea

= Set in extensive grounds

= Comfortable communal rooms

= All bedrooms single and en-suite

= Home cooked food (all diets catered for)

= Range of activities and outings

= Caring and experienced staff (99% NVQ qualified)

Call on us at anytime for a viewing or ring for further details

Stella Matutina Care Home
16 Clifton Drive
Ansdell
Lytham St Annes
FY8 5RQ
Manager— Dawn Ward
Tel: 01253 734834
email: manager@scjm.org
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE
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s the feast of Pentecost approaches

I am reminded of a time as a young
boy when | knew it as Whitsuntide and
with it the excitement of the coming
Whit Walks. It is difficult to describe
what a hugely important event ‘The
Walks’ played then in both the social as
well as the spiritual calendar in the life
of many towns, but by the mid-1970’s
they had all but disappeared.

The Whit Walks became a tradition
mainly of the North West of England and
the Manchester Area in particular. They
are said to have begun in Manchester in
July 1821 when the children of a number
of Sunday Schools walked in procession
to celebrate the coronation of King
George IV. This was at a time when young
children worked in dangerous conditions
for a few pennies six days a week

from 4.00 am to 8 pm. Most churches
attempted to alleviate the deprived

lot of their working class communities
and many formed Sunday Schools as

an alternative and more beneficial way
for the children to spend their day off in
preference to cockfighting, gambling,
and drinking gin!

However by the 1950’s such Sunday
lunchtime distractions had been
replaced by listening to “Two Way Family
Favourites’, ‘The Billy Cotton Band Show’,

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk
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and ‘Educating Archie’. It didn’t really
occur to me at the time that a comedy
programme involving ventriloquist Peter
Brough and his dummy, performing

on the radio was completely illogical -
although you never did see his lips move!

I made my first Whit Walk on Friday

18th May 1951, eight days before my
5th birthday, when there was still war
rationing, rickets, a boy and a girl in
your class with a plaster over one lens of
their National Health glasses because
of having a “lazy eye”, and regular visits
to school by Nora the ‘nit nurse’. My
grandchildren don’t believe me when |
tell them that | was seven before | saw my
first banana.

But Whit Friday meant wearing for the
first time your new clothes and shoes
bought for the summer, a tradition which
also had added value. From the earliest
days of the ‘walks’ friends and family
would give the children a penny for the
pocket of their new clothes.

People you knew and distant relations
you rarely saw would dash out from the
watching crowd as you walked pass and
give you money, which by the 1950’s
could even include the occasional half-
crown, and resulted in a bulging trouser
pocket by the end of the walk.
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2 Corinthians 517

Over the years the ‘walks’ got a bit
competitive as churches vied to have the
biggest banner, their girls in the nicest
dresses, and have hired the best brass
band. When the big day arrived traffic
was stopped as the roads were closed and
the pavements all along the route were
packed as people jostled for the best
place to watch the procession pass by.

At each church every year a teenage
girlwas chosen as Rose Queen and
accompanied by her retinue of maids

of honour they headed each church’s
procession. By the time | was nine | was
a ‘sixer’ in the church cub pack and with
that came the honour of carrying the
pack’s flag and marching directly behind
the brass band — this was the stuff

of dreams!

However by my teenage years my
attention was taken more by the girls
holding the ribbons of the banners of the
various churches and wondering if any of
them would be on the same coach going
to Blackpool in the early afternoon.

At the end of the procession the
festivities continued into the night with
many of the brass bands playing in the
bandstands of the various municipal
parks where there was fun and games

to be had. Others preferred to have their
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‘fresh air and fun’ further afield and local
firms ran coaches (or charabancs as the
old people still called them) to Blackpool,
Morecambe, or Southport.

The walk around my home town of
Radcliffe was about six miles and took
over three hours and like all other
outdoor events was at the mercy of the
weather. “They shall walk and not faint”
(Isaiah 40 v.31) was not often put to the
test as | recall very few really hot days and
several when it “chucked it down”, but if
it was windy then it was a real struggle
for the men carrying the poles of the big
banners.

When | began work in Manchester in
1962 Whitsun was still a three day
holiday and like all the towns around it
the city centre was closed to traffic for
the ‘walks’. Because of the number of
churches participating the processions
took place over two days with the
Catholic and Protestant churches walking
on different days.

The disappearance of the ‘walks’is
just one of the many things that have
changed over the years but people of a
certain age will have their own special
memories of when they stood looking on
or participated in the ‘Whit Walks’.

Dave Yates
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Please help
rebuild homes
and lives.

Lancaster Cathedral to Salford Cathedral: 17-21 May; Salford to Liverpool Metropolitan
Cathedral: 15-16 June; Liverpool to Wrexham Cathedral: 6-8 July;
Wrexham to Shrewsbury Cathedral: 7-9 September
W Caroline and Bridget from ACN’s NW
" Office are walking to five cathedrals
to raise awareness and funding for
Iraqi Christians as they return to the
Nineveh Plain.
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Iraqi Christians need your prayers

and support. Please help us to help
them. Thank you.

ey tREER,

Aid to the To sponsor Caroline and Bridget,
Church in Need please ring 01524 388739 or
ACN UNITED KINGDOM email nw.office@acnuk.org
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Waysude Shrine
60 years on

he Wayside Shrine at the corner

of the A69 and Wetheral Plains
Road near Carlisle is believed to been
erected just over 60 years ago in 1957.
Every Good Friday since then, a Walk of
Witness has taken place from Our Lady
and St Joseph’s Catholic Church to the
shrine, a distance of about 3% miles.

The Wayside Shrine was originally
established by members of the Carlisle
Group of the Cell Movement who
campaigned in early post war years

for Christmas Cribs, religious
Christmas Cards and other projects

to maintain Christianity in the post
war community.

In 1956, Mrs Elwes of Warwick Hall gave
permission for the Wayside Shrine to be
established work began after funds were
raised and planning consent obtained. It
is not known how long the project took,
but records indicate that site work was
done at weekends during the hot summer
months and refreshments taken at the
Waterloo Inn on the way home! In June

1957 the Crucifixwas blessed in the
Church of Our Lady and St Joseph and
positioned at the site.

Thus it was probably 60 years ago, on
Good Friday 1958 that the first Walk of
Witness took place and, apart from a
possible breakin 1977 when the Shrine
was being restored in the style it is today
after falling to the ground due to the
elements, a walk has taken place every
Good Friday. Whilst the early walks were
organised by the Carlisle Cell Movement,
since their disbandment, the local
Council of the Knights of St Columba
(KSC) has taken over responsibility for the
upkeep and maintenance of the Wayside
Shrine and for organising the Good Friday
Walks of Witness.

This year, about 80 people from all
denominations took part and on reaching
the Wayside Shrine joined in a short
service led by Fr. Michael Docherty who
took the opportunity of thanking the

KSC for their work associated with the
annual walk. Tony Parrini
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A- Z Rooﬁng Ltd

e From a single slate to a complete
new roof

e Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs

* Chimney Stacks Repaired
and Dismantled

* uPVC Fascias & Soffits

* Guttering Repaired and Replaced

* Written Guarantee with all work
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“Tomorah”, Surrone Road,
Gretna DG16 SAL
Telphone: Gretna 01468 338148
Carlise 01228 808854
Penrith 01768 758559
Workington 01900 837995

Whitehaven 01946 878133
Brampton 01697 910646
Lancaster 01524 888358

Kendal 01539 528851
Barrow 01229 807307
Windermere 01539 523913
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(ﬁp Church Atelier

Top quality products and service in fair prices.
Visit our online shop!

www.churchatelier.com

Vestments / Textiles / Clergy Shirts / Candles / Altar Braad

www.ajornaments.com

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING,
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING,
DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk
21 Winckley Road, Broadgate, Preston PR1 8EL

Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127
« Established Over 60 Years -

%7 Bespoke Quality

)‘-\\

h’“&‘%lﬂ-

Furniture Makers

Maximising expenence and expertise

"-’ r m\\\

o custom build for Churches and

Schools for the future

Leciemns, AV Cabineis SEBADERN
Altar Cormmurion THeToms
Tel/Fax 01934 618111

Emuil: infoiafullersfinerfurmiture.co.uk
pw fullerslinerforniiure.co.ul

IKINGDOM COFFEE

Best prices on branded Fairtrade tea and
coffee, sustainable cups and everything
else you need for your church, delivered

next working day. ﬂ
SIMPLY CALL US!
01189 86 87 86 . I(ING

OR ORDER ONLINE CGFFEE
KINGDOMCOFFEE.CO.UK
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Sister Carmela Wallace RIP
8 May 1931 - 16 January 2018

Jubilpa

ister Carmela entered the Sisters of

Charity of Jesus and Mary in 1949, in
Letchworth Garden City, Hertfordshire.
She made her First Profession in 1952
and pronounced her Final Vows in 1955
in the Order’s Mother House, Gent,
Belgium.

While in Belgium Sister Carmela worked
in Bruges, a French speaking region of
the country, in a small facility for about
20 people with learning disabilities.

On returning to England Sister Carmela
trained in London in preparation for

the work envisaged for herin St Mary’s,
Delvin in Ireland. She qualified as a
RNMH. Sister Carmela then worked at
the Order’s house in Holly Mount, Bury to
work with young children under 2 years
of age.

In 1956 Sister Carmela went to St Mary’s,
Delvin, where she spent the next 30 plus

years working with children with learning
disabilities.

Belfast was next, where Sister Carmela

spent 9 years, again working with
“differently able” in charge of a hostel
owned by a Housing Association.
Carmela worked very hard in the early
days as she prepared for her ministry at
the Dympna Centre.

When Sister Carmela retired from the
Dympna Centre in 1996, the Centre was
acredit to her and she left a legacy of the
highest quality care and standards.

As well as her ministry work, Sister
Carmela spent 12 years on the
Leadership Team of the Province.

The last 22 years of her life were spent at
Stella Matutina Care Home, Ansdell. She
took on various roles as Sister in Charge
of the Community and Manager of the
care home.

Sister Carmela is remembered for
her courageous and deep faith and
her faithful service carried out with
tremendous generosity and love.

Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord
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POLES APART!

by Julia Beacroft

he Seasons and the weathen have been the focus of my last couple of
articles. Therefore, continuing this theme, | move on to the ‘marvellous
month of May’...

My elder son is a teaching assistant in a primary school — a rewarding,
demanding and often challenging role, but one which he, nevertheless, gives
his heart and soul to. Yet he has been a bit fed up lately...

Unravelling

As the season is now set to change again, most schools are turning their
thoughts to spring activities. And of course, his is no exception. Some of the
children there have been tasked with learning to maypole dande. The dance
is performed by pairs of boys and girls who stand alternately around the base
ofthe maypole, each holding the end of a ribbon. They weave in and around :
each other, boys going one way and girls going the other and the ribbons are y . rw Al

woven together around the pole until the merry-makers meet at the base. My I_ Aw EME& g A G E
son explained that this sounds so simple in theory, but the practice is a very L onibe. - e T St
different matter! The children apparently, seemed unable to grasp the idea at _ leSh-rEﬂrEMEﬂt on the edge Of‘_-

all, going thelwrong way and tangling the ribbons until it was impossible to lancﬂshfrefs St'unnfng beb’e Va’fe’y.-"
continue. And there are no prizes for guessing who had the monumental task of
unravelling them! But unfortunately, there was still worse to come! In despair,
the class teacher nominated the long suffering teaching assistant — myson — to
be one of the maypole dancers, in a bid to ‘sort the children out’. To say that hel
was reluctant and felt an absolute fool during the process would have been anl
understatement!

Greatest Commission
During the month of May we honour the Virgin Mary as ‘the Queen of May’. And

rightly so. And yet this was not only because she was born without spot or stain .;

of sin — a perfect vessel to carry the Lord — but also because of her absolute 8 ~ rFi
obedience and faith in God. This great faith enabled her to give an unequivocal Located at Beardwood, these Viﬂage d l“L:_J w-: »
“Yes” to God, when asked if she would become the mother of Jesus Christ. elegant one and two-bedroom social and »
Mary must have wondered what would become of her when the news of her retirement apartments are leisure facilities include:

impending motherhood became known, as this would have been completely
flying in the face of Jewish conventions at that time. Yet despite this, her
commitment to the Lord was absolute — ‘Let this be done to me’.

situated in over 4 acres of lovely

wooded grounds of the former (et il

Nazareth House. * Library * Coffee
My son was reluctant and embarrassed about performing his allotted task — Available support services include Shop
dancing around the maypole. In contrast, Our Lady, Queen of May, did not for handyman, domestic cieaﬂing, * BBQ and
la moment hesitate to undertake the greatest commission of all time, and one ]aundry 24hr emergency Sun Terraces  * Cinema
which was to have the most far-reaching effects for mankind — ever. And so0 .
response an rsonal care.
during this month of May, may we celebrate the life and commitment of Mary Se ip de and ?e‘ ilabl * Lounge * Bar
our Mother, Queen of May. And as for my son - his advice regarding the May electe pr(}pEﬂ'IES are available areas
dancing is: for purchase or rent. * Guest
‘Don’t touch it with a barge or any other kind of pole!’ Try before you buy and one week = Hairdressing Suite
Trial in style schemes are Salon
Julia Beacroft is an alithor, editor, workshop leader and presenter in Catholid also offered ames
faith formation. Her book *Sanctifying the Spirit’ is available to buy from * Activities Room
AMAZON, www.waterstones.com or Book Depository, Prices start from £108,000 Room
Please visit www.sanciobooks.com for more information. 'E‘ e - Therapy
O NAZARETH CARE - &
CHARITARBLE TRUST . M'nlbus Room

Copyright © Julia Beacroft & Marty Bucella 2018. All rights reserved.

Telephone: 01254 690236 www.nazarethretirementvillages.co.uk
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on Pilgrimage to Lourdes

n just under3 months newly ordained Bishop Paul
Swarbrick will be leading his first ever Diocesan
Pilgrimage to Lourdes.

The pilgrimage is always very special, full of friendliness,
love and prayer. And Bishop Paul is anxious that as many
as possible accompany him in July as he embarks on his
Episcopal ministry.

It doesn’t matterwhether you are young or old, travelling
alone or as a group or visiting Lourdes as a sick pilgrim,
everyone is welcome. Our Blessed Lady is waiting at the
Grotto to greet everyone with open arms.

So why not book your ticket today.

Sick pilgrims need to register with Chief Nurse NikkiWisdom

07872 468743

Youth workers need to contact Castlerigg

01768 772711

All other pilgrims please call Tangney Tours on

0800917 3572

or visit their website

www.tangney-tours.com

and request a booking form if your parish does not have any
spare forms.

All general enquiries please to Linda Wisdom

07738 022054

This year is celebrating 160 years since the first apparition
of Our Lady to St Bernadette, so a doubly special year for
Lancaster pilgrims.
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supporting their
businesses ® Catholic Books_

® Bibles Feeg-

® Gifts - including: |
Christ the King, Harraby, Carlisle HOIY Cummunion,
First Sundays: 6.00 pm

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool A DV E RT S PAC E B a[)tif',l‘l“["r Cnnfirmation gifts
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For the Promoton of ihe Tradikonal Roeman Rite 95m m Wide
Mass Listings — May 2018

Mondays: 12.00 noon
Fridays: 6.00 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston FO R SA L E

Mondays — Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass . i
please contact ® Religious resources for schools

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass
Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass
Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass H
Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass Ca rOI I ne on
01440 730399/ Tel: 01772 735 993
Procession to English Martyrs 12.00 noon L
Solemn Mass at English Martyrs 12.30 pm
Friday 25th May at 7.00 pm - . '
0 Y Wit Frday 0 ? 9 3 1 8 3 6 9:26 The Pastoral Centre, Whitby Avenue, Ingol, Preston PR2 3YP
Sizergh Castle Chapel, Sizergh, Nr Kendal
(To be confirmed — please check with Rep)
Sunday 27th May at 3.00 pm H
t Tiniy Sonday or email

' Saturday 5th May at 11.45 am
St Mary's, Hornby .
carolineg@cathcom.org

Pilgrimage in honour of the English Martyrs
Devotions at St Walburge's Preston 11.45 am
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Fax: 01772 735 993 ¢ Email: covenantbooks@tiscali.co.uk
OPEN: []1|.erf.|_\ 10am-4pm, Fri 10am-4pm, Sat 10am-12 noon
(Closed Bank Holidays)

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road,
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancasterims@gmail.com

Website: latinmasslancaster blogspot.com

www.covenantbookspreston.co.uk




