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The congress will be a real opportunity for all of us to gain a 
greater appreciation of the Eucharist, in particular through 
Eucharistic adoration. Sadly, this great devotion has fallen 
out of practice in so many of our churches, yet it is through 

from which vocations come. J. R. R. Tolkien says of the Eucharist 
“I put before you the one great thing to love on earth: The Blessed 

and the true way of all your loves on earth.” Who could not be 
attracted by that, all that we need, that which gives us strength 
is contained in a tiny white Host. It is in the Eucharist that we 
come intimately close to Jesus, in our reception and adoration of 
the Blessed Sacrament we see the one who so loved us that He 
gave His life for us. 

Eucharistic adoration is our opportunity to enter into 
contemplation of the great mystery of faith, to contemplate on 
the Real Presence of Our Lord and King, truly and substantially 
present in the Blessed Sacrament. 

Fr Francis Selman says “As we enter into contemplation of the 
Blessed Sacrament we can lose ourselves in wonder at the many 

 We should all be lost in wonder at the very 
fact that it is the true Body and Blood of Christ Jesus really 
present for us in the sacrament. 

We are also at this time preparing for the World Meeting 
of Families in Dublin, this is particularly poignant with the 
catastrophic result of the recent referendum in Ireland. The 
result and the tragic loss of innocent human life that will
ensue is something that is not separate from Eucharistic 
Adoration. 

Let us use our devotion and time in front of the Blessed 
Sacrament to pray for the intentions of the unborn who will 
never have chance to live outside the womb, for expectant 
mothers and those who contemplate an abortion that they 
may feel the tender mercy of God. But let us also pray and 

Sacrament.

Courtesy of St John
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In his new apostolic exhortation Gaudete et 
Exsultate , Pope Francis 
reminds us that the Lord has set the bar extremely 
high for you and me: 
not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence” (see: 

 

The Holy Father writes, “The important thing is 

But common to all forms of holiness must be a
deep special love for the vulnerable and poor –
near and far.

Pope Francis writes that the various miseries 
experienced by countless human beings should 
cause Christians to feel “a constant and healthy 
unease” which should inspire us to deeply pray and 

This love must be passionate, consistent and 
unconditional. It cannot exclude anyone, not even 
our enemies.

But many Catholics and other Christians think that 
their one life issue – to the detriment of all other life 
issues – is the most important one of all. The Holy 
Father calls this mentality a “harmful ideological 
error.” Rather than ranking the life issues, Francis 
links them. He instructs us to see them as essential 
parts of an integral whole. 

He powerfully insists that “Our defence of the 

rejection.” 

Pope Francis is clearly insisting upon what the late 
courageous Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago 
coined “the consistent ethic of life” which calls for the 
total equal protection of the life and dignity of every 
human being from conception to natural death, and 
everyone in between  – no exceptions 

Unfortunately, multitudes of Catholics are not 
committed to this centrally important teaching. I 
have encountered many Catholics who are deeply 
committed to ending abortion, but often have 
no hesitancy about going to war – which always 
involves killing countless innocent people. And on 
the other hand, I have encountered many deeply 
committed Catholic peace activists who are 

innocent unborn babies.

But Pope Francis is in neither camp. Rather he is 
crystal clear that we are not to subjectively rank 
the life issues, but rather to objectively link them all 
together. 

The resurrecting of this ancient teaching of the 
early Catholic Church – insisting on absolutely no 
blood-spilling – is both the most moral and the most 
logical position to hold. It proclaims to governments, 
corporations, society and the whole world that no 
one is expendable! And that each person made in 
God’s image and likeness is to be cherished and 
protected.                                                           

Tony Magliano based in the USA 
is an internationally syndicated 
social justice and peace 
columnist. He is available
to speak at diocesan or 
parish gatherings. 

Tony can be reached at:
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To advertise please contact 
Caroline on 07931 836926 or 

01440 730399 or email
carolineg@cathcom.org
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Preparations were almost as enjoyable as 
the Mass.  It was a bit like getting ready 
for Christmas!  The choir practised to 
perfection, extra chairs put out in church, 
children prepared – it was the week after 
twenty-four young people had made 

day when we traditionally crown the 

for a shared meal that could have fed all 
of the inhabitants of Garstang and still 
have had twelve baskets full at the end. 
The parish photographer was all prepared 
and the excitement was tangible.

Mass was lovely.  More than one tear was 
shed: 
good to see such smiles on so many faces”.  

him.  A truly lovely family day: he couldn’t 
help but feel all the love and support for 

all our prayers” were among the many 
comments made.

Home is where you can kick your shoes 

Paul will come home often and kick his 

whom he has known all his life.

        Fr. Tom Butler

Photos courtesy of 
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HEADTEACHERS – If you would like to support the Catholic
Voice and promote your school to Catholic families in the
area please contact  Caroline on 07931 836926 or email

carolineg@cathcom.org to book your school advert

ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

St. Walburga’s Road, 
Blackpool, FY3 7EQ

Headteacher:  Mr Simon Eccles 

Tel: 01253 396286
Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,

Lancashire PR2 3SQ

Headteacher:  Mr Nigel Ranson

Tel: 01772 326900

Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher? 
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance

(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic

primary and secondary schools and post-16

colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School

with a shared vision and commitment to providing

first class, professional development for trainee

teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact:  01772 326931  

Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Boarbank Hall

Contact: Sr Ildikó 
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria,  LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Canonesses of St Augustine 
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common 
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality 
• Care of the poor and sick

Mass Listings – July & August 2018
St Margaret Mary, Scalegate Road, Carlisle

First Sundays: 6.00 pm

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool
Mondays: 12.00 noon

Fridays: 6.30 pm
Please note new time

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston
Mondays – Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass 

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston
Mondays – Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass

Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass
Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

Friday 13th July at 7.00 pm
Sizergh Castle Chapel, Sizergh, Nr Kendal

Sunday 22nd July at 3.00 pm
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

St Mary's, Hornby

NB No Masses in August at Hornby or Sizergh

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin
Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancasterlms@gmail.com
Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com
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SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

REDSCAR FUNERAL HOME
Independent Funeral Directors

Personal attention 24 hours a day

Pre-paid Funeral plans,

Rooms of Repose, Private Chapel of Rest,

Memorials of Distinction

Funeral Director:

Carrol M Bibby MBIE, DipFD, MBIFD

Founder Joseph Leo McKenna

110 Longridge Road,

Ribbleton, Preston PR2 6RL

Tel: 01772 796669
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WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Martin's
The Funeral Directors
188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston
1, Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge

Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprietor   W. Martin Wootton

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service 
from a private family owned 
and run firm
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The Grotto was created in the 1920s, 
and built by local parishioners. It has 

many acres, and the pilgrims were moved 
as they visited life-size depictions of 
Christ, Our Blessed Lady and many saints. 
Mass was celebrated in the adjoining 
Holy Ghost Fathers’ Chapel by Fr. Terry 
Donnelly, whose mother came from 
Carlisle.                                        

O  

It was a brilliant weekend in many 
respects; the weather was glorious and 
the children were so smart and respectful 

time in Holy Communion. In this the year 
of the Adoremus Eucharistic Congress it 

gift - the Blessed Sacrament. Many 
congratulations to all the children. 

It would be impossible to 
feature every similar parish celebration 
but our good wishes and prayers go to all 
our children across the Diocese who have 

this year. 

A-Z  Roofing Ltd
• From a single slate to a complete 

new roof
• Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs
• Chimney Stacks Repaired 

and Dismantled
• uPVC Fascias & Soffits
• Guttering Repaired and Replaced
• Written Guarantee with all work

Please Dial Telephone Numbers below in Full

Carlise 01228 808854
Penrith 01768 758550

Workington 01900 837995
Whitehaven 01946 878133
Brampton 01697 910646
Lancaster 01524 888358

Kendal 01539 528851
Barrow 01229 807307 

Windermere 01539 523913
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Our Diocesan Faith and Justice Commission 

you along.

The Bishops of England and Wales are 
hosting the huge National Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage and Congress in Liverpool this 
September. So what is it, and should I go?

Running from Friday Sept 7th to Sunday 
9ththe Congress is a gathering of clergy, 
religious and laity which promotes an 
awareness of the central place of the 
Eucharist in the life and mission of the 
Church. Our eye is drawn to the word 
Mission. It is outward and active; in the 
world and amongst the people created 
by God. The Bishops want the pilgrimage 
to bring people together from across the 
dioceses and further the service of the 
poor and marginalised in our midst.

We begin on the Friday by looking 
at theology andscriptural contexts, 
including a talk by Sr Margaret Atkins, an 
Augustinian sister and former lecturer of 
Theology at Trinity and All Saints College, 
Leeds. She explains you cannot teach 
the Eucharist unless it is from a lived 
context that gives it sense. There follow 
workshops on diverse practicalities such 
as preparing children, liturgies and music, 
extraordinary ministers, Christian unity, 
and teaching the Eucharist. Amongst 
these is a talk by the chair of the Catholic 
Social Action Network about Eucharist 
and Social Justice – how the Eucharist 
changes the way we can see the world 
and the demands it makes on how we 
should live. 

The main Congress on Saturday has 
a great stage programme of keynote 
speeches, drama, testimony and 

presentations. Sunday is devoted to 
Mass and a street Eucharistic Procession 
open to all. There will also be plenty of 
opportunities for prayer and adoration 
throughout the programme. 

The Echo Arena has 10,000 spaces. 
However, there is only enough room 
for about 4 laity from each parish, so 
whether or not you are one of those the 
Faith and Justice Commission invites you 
to come along anyway and experience 
some of the parallel events taking place 
near the Arena. We are fortunate from 
the North-West that Liverpool is so 
accessible.

The Lancaster F&J Commission will join 
with the National Justice and Peace 
Network in the church of St Philip Neri 
(L8 7NL) hosting an event entitled 

 
– more on this in the next issue. Other 
parallel events include  
by Pax Christie, practical responses 
to physical hunger in 

 about 
immigration through the ages, and 
inter-denominational sharing on how 
we understand Eucharist. There are also 
exhibitions on archived history of church 
in this country during penal and more 
recent times, and another on eucharistic 
miracles; a chance to hear Jimmy 
McGovern explain how he came to write 
the series  and what he based the 
script on, and a  drop-in for 
young adults. All of these and much more 
will run on Saturday, some on Friday too, 
and provide opportunities for all ages to 
be involved.

The main programme in the Echo Arena 
is ticket only (available through each 

have a ticket. The parallel events in the 
surrounding churches and venues are 
open to all on Friday and Saturday. We 
would love to see you there.

that came down out
of heaven; if anyone 

will live forever; and 
the bread also which
I will give for the life
of the world is

– serving Schools, Business and Homes

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING, 
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING, 

DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk

21 Winckley Road, Broadgate, Preston PR1 8EL
Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127

• Established Over 60 Years •

School building work and
refurbishment/ conversion, building

and joinery work, extensions,
alterations & repairs, loft conversions,

replacement doors 
and windows

Builders Yard,  66 Marsden Street, 
Kirkham,  Preston PR4 2TH
Tel: (01772) 684489  
Fax: (01772) 671486

email: admin@jeharrison.co.uk
www.jeharrisonbuilders.co.uk

Contact us now for your no obligation survey:

01772 364558 www.petercox.com 

raising standards in property preservation
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Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try 

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
www.safefoam.co.uk

Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote LV101

Complete 
pest control 

solutions
call

To advertise please contact 
Caroline on 

01440 730399/
07931 836926

or email carolineg@cathcom.org


