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“How much our nation needs the intercession of Our Blessed
Lady, for all our needs. And how much our society and world
needs the gifts of nurturing faith, the defence of life and the
promotion of peace — all for which we prayed for on Sunday
29 April at 3.00pm. The Diocese of Lancaster is famous for

its Northwest English coast and so the People of God were
certainly at prayer in good numbers from Lytham up to West
Cumbria for the Rosary on the Coast initiative.”  sishop Paul swarbrick
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Photos of the different events along our Diocesan coastline can be found on Pages 8 and 9.
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RECYCLE

EDITORIAL

e are now just 2 months away from the National

Eucharistic Congress, Adoremus’ to be held in
Liverpool. This initiative is aimed at promoting the
centrality of the Eucharist in the life of the Church, but more
specifically the place of Eucharistic adoration in our life of
faith. The last Eucharistic congress to be held was in 1908
when a public Eucharistic procession was not allowed. It is
worth noting that although society has in many respects
lost religious tolerance and affiliation, the freedom we as
Catholics have now for this to occur is quite wonderful. In
our own Diocese of Lancaster there are already annual
Corpus Christi processions, and ‘Adoremus’ will, hopefully
encourage more.

The congress will be a real opportunity for all of us to gain a
greater appreciation of the Eucharist, in particular through
Eucharistic adoration. Sadly, this great devotion has fallen

out of practice in so many of our churches, yet it is through
Eucharistic adoration that the Lord offers so many graces and
from which vocations come. ). R. R. Tolkien says of the Eucharist
“I put before you the one great thing to love on earth: The Blessed
Sacrament. There you will find romance, glory, honour, fidelity,

and the true way of all your loves on earth.” Who could not be
attracted by that, all that we need, that which gives us strength
is contained in a tiny white Host. It is in the Eucharist that we
come intimately close to Jesus, in our reception and adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament we see the one who so loved us that He
gave His life for us.

Courtesy of St John
Vianney and St Monica
Blackpool.
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Eucharistic adoration is our opportunity to enter into
contemplation of the great mystery of faith, to contemplate on
the Real Presence of Our Lord and King, truly and substantially
present in the Blessed Sacrament.

Fr Francis Selman says “As we enter into contemplation of the
Blessed Sacrament we can lose ourselves in wonder at the many
facets of this great mystery. Adore te devote, literally ‘| adore you
devoutly’, translated by the Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins as
‘all lost in wonder.” We should all be lost in wonder at the very
fact that it is the true Body and Blood of Christ Jesus really
present for us in the sacrament.

We are also at this time preparing for the World Meeting

of Families in Dublin, this is particularly poignant with the
catastrophic result of the recent referendum in Ireland. The
result and the tragic loss of innocent human life that will
ensue is something that is not separate from Eucharistic
Adoration.

Let us use our devotion and time in front of the Blessed
Sacrament to pray for the intentions of the unborn who will
never have chance to live outside the womb, for expectant
mothers and those who contemplate an abortion that they
may feel the tender mercy of God. But let us also pray and
make reparation for offences against the unborn and innocent
human life and indeed for offences against the Most Blessed
Sacrament.
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ejoice and be glad, Jesus is calling you to be

holy! Ah, but you might say holiness is for
saintly people like the pope. But the pope says
holiness is for you and me, and that everyone is
called by God “to be holy and blameless before him
in love” (Eph. 1:4).

In his new apostolic exhortation Gaudete et
Exsultate (“Rejoice and Be Glad”), Pope Francis
reminds us that the Lord has set the bar extremely
high foryou and me: “He wants us to be saints and
not to settle for a bland and mediocre existence” (see:
https://bit.ly/2qm6f4C).

The Holy Father writes, “The important thing is
that each believer discerns his or her own path, that
they bring out the very best of themselves, the most
personal gifts that God has placed in their hearts.”

But common to all forms of holiness must be a
deep special love for the vulnerable and poor -
near and far.

Pope Francis writes that the various miseries
experienced by countless human beings should
cause Christians to feel “a constant and healthy
unease” which should inspire us to deeply pray and
tirelessly work to help all those who suffer.

This love must be passionate, consistent and
unconditional. It cannot exclude anyone, not even
our enemies.

But many Catholics and other Christians think that
their one life issue — to the detriment of all other life
issues —is the most important one of all. The Holy
Father calls this mentality a “harmful ideological
error.” Rather than ranking the life issues, Francis
links them. He instructs us to see them as essential
parts of an integral whole.

He powerfully insists that “Our defence of the
innocent unborn, for example, needs to be clear, firm
and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of a human
life, which is always sacred and demands love for each
person, regardless of his or her stage of development.
Equally sacred, however, are the lives of the poor,
those already born, the destitute, the abandoned and

the underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly
exposed to covert euthanasia, the victims of human
trafficking, new forms of slavery, and every form of
rejection.”

Pope Francis is clearly insisting upon what the late
courageous Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago
coined “the consistent ethic of life” which calls for the
total equal protection of the life and dignity of every
human being from conception to natural death, and
everyone in between —no exceptions (see: https://
bit.ly/2rfEplt).

Unfortunately, multitudes of Catholics are not
committed to this centrally important teaching. |
have encountered many Catholics who are deeply
committed to ending abortion, but often have

no hesitancy about going to war —which always
involves killing countless innocent people. And on
the other hand, | have encountered many deeply
committed Catholic peace activists who are
indifferent to the war of abortion waged against
innocent unborn babies.

But Pope Francis is in neither camp. Rather he is
crystal clear that we are not to subjectively rank
the life issues, but rather to objectively link them all
together.

The resurrecting of this ancient teaching of the
early Catholic Church —insisting on absolutely no
blood-spilling —is both the most moral and the most
logical position to hold. It proclaims to governments,
corporations, society and the whole world that no
one is expendable! And that each person made in
God’s image and likeness is to be cherished and
protected. Tony Magliano

Tony Magliano based in the USA
is an internationally syndicated
social justice and peace
columnist. He is available
to speak at diocesan or
parish gatherings.

Tony can be reached at:
tmag@zoominternet.net
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HEARING SPECIALISTS

OVER 40 YEARS OF
SERVICE IN CUMBRIA

) STJOHN'S

COVERING ALL CUMBRIA AND NORTH LANCASHIRE

FOR AN APPOINTMENT OR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL DIRECT
AT THE MNUMBERS ABOVE OR CALL FREEPHONE OB0O 0BS5S 1054
www.stjohnshac.co.uk
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KaM Maintenance

Heating - Electrical - Building Established 20 years
Telephone: 01772 704530 Fax 01722 798801
Heating, Electrical and Building services across the North West of England

Gas

+ Emargency Boiler Repairs for all makes

+ Boiler Installations & servicing

+ Central Heating System repairs/upgrades/leaks
+ New fitted Central Heating Systems

+ Landlord Gas Salety Certificates (CP12)
Electrical

» Mew consumer units supplied and fitted

+ All emergency breakdowns * Power tripping

* New lighting + Additional sockets
« Faulty sockets * Rewiring

* Dutdoor lighting/sockets

Building

» Extension work

« Alterations * Driveways, paths and patios

+ Conservalories
+ Fascias and Soffits

* Double glazing

Prices
Bailer Sarvice - £48 + VAT plus £10 for every additional appliance. e

Tel No: 01772 704530 Mobile: 07941 554730 Fax No:
01772 798801

Address: K & M Maintenance Services Lid,

Unit 8A, Electron Mill, Brook Street, Preston PR1 7NH
More information: www.kmmaintenance.co.uk
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Family

For the bank holiday weekend at the
end of May several fFamilies gathered
at Castlerigg for the annual Family
Retreat. All ages were represented,
from baby to grandparents; some on
their first visit to Castlerigg, others
having been many times before.

The theme for the weekend, “l am

with you always”, was taken from the
Sunday Gospel and formed the basis for
reflecting on how we respond to God’s
presence in our lives. Having taken

\KTe%kend
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time to get to know each other, on the
Saturday morning we reflected on the
lives of the saints. Their stories often tell
of heroic virtue in the face of adversity,
but we were delighted to discover, on his
feast day, that St Philip Neri is the patron
saint of joy. He didn’t choose an easy life,
but his humour and easy manner enabled
him to speak to so many and bring them
to faith.

St Philip Neri knew the importance of
spending time together as a community

and in prayer and these were important
elements of our weekend.

The time in chapel is always special, and
it was particularly good, as we look ahead
to the Eucharistic Congress this autumn,
to spend a holy hour before the Blessed
Sacrament, all gathered in prayer.

Equally, new friendships were formed
as we spent the days together, sharing
meals and break times as well as in
workshops.

There was a treasure hunt, time for
walk, a barbeque, creative workshops,
a bonfire, and time spent getting
everything ready for Mass on Sunday.

We left having enjoyed the weekend
together and regretting that is wasn’t
longer. It had given us the opportunity
to reflect on our faith and spend time
together as families.

And we’ll be telling all of our friends to
come with us next year!
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n the 28th May an intrepid group set out from

Castlerigg Manor for the sponsored walk. Fr
John had planned a challenging route, taking in
some of the amazing Lake District landscapes,
and the day lived up to expectations.

Each year Castlerigg Manor welcomes thousands of
young people and fundraising helps us to keep the
costs down to enable everyone to participate. The
ten participants on the walk had a target of raising a
thousand pounds each and, although money is still
coming in, it looks like we are on target.

We left Castlerigg Manor by minibus, ready to set
off from Grasmere. It was a beautiful sunny day and,
although showers were threatened in the forecast,
we barely saw a cloud all day. The route started out
by climbing rapidly from Grasmere to Stone Arthur,
a challenge in the heat, where the views over the
valley opened out below us. From there it was up
again to Great Rigg, and then on to Fairfield, where
we could see ahead of us along the Helvellyn range.
In the way was a sharp descent to Grisedale Tarn,
passing a few people brave enough to try swimming,
before climbing again to Dollwagon Pike.

From Dollywagon Pike the path continued to rise
and fall, taking in Nethermost Pike on our way to
Helvellyn, the highest point of the day. Continuing
north, we left the tourists behind and found

ourselves on the quieter peaks of White Side, Raise,
Stybarrow Dodd, Watsons Dodd, Great Dodd, and
eventually Clough Head. The heat of the day proved
achallenge, and as we came to these latter summits
water was in short supply (and not to be found on the
ridges!). The final descent to St John’s in the Vale was
steep and rocky, passing old mine workings before
reaching the road and a car loaded with bottled
water — a very welcome sight.

We were delighted to be joined on the walk by
Bishop Paul, as well as staff from several of our
schools. Everyone enjoyed the day and finished with
a great sense of achievement. We’d walked 17.15
miles, climbed a total of 6,102 feet and reached the
summit of twelve Lakeland fells. Along the way we
had the chance to get to know each other, and spent
awhole day in awe of the beautiful countryside
around us.

It is not too late to donate - to find out more go to:
www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/donate

Group Photo: From left to right -

Nigel (Our Lady’s, Preston); Peter (St Bernard’s,
Barrow); Simon (St Mary’s, Blackpool); Bishop Paul;
Helen (Cardinal Allen Fleetwood); Sr Shienrose
(Castlerigg); FrJohn (Castlerigg); Helen (St Mary
and St Michael’s parish, Garstang); Sue and Sue
(Our Lady’s, Lancaster).
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Est. 1802

We are one of the largest family owned

flooring retailers in the North West of England

Massive showroom open to the public
Mon-5at 9am-5.30pm Sun 10am-4pm

Large selection of room size remnants

LY

rs) Ltd
The Oaks Business Park, Longridge Road,
Ribbleton, Preston, Lancashire PR2 5BQ
Tel 01772 701033
Fax 01772 653646

To advertise please contact
Caroline on 07931 836926 or

01440 730399 or email
carolineg@cathcom.org




6 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + July 2018

Phatos courtesy of
Ruth Wallbank

PREPARE
BELIEVE
SUCCEED

GIVE YOUR CHILD THE BEST
START IN LIFE

Call now to book a place for your child.

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School
& Oak.House Nursery

, Fulwood, Preéston PR D

stpiusx.co.uk

Tours of the school can be. arranged by calling 01772 719937
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“his roots!
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n May our new Bishop came home to

Garstang to celebrate Mass with us.
We had eagerly been anticipating the
chance. We had tentatively booked two
coaches for his episcopal ordination
until we learned of the restrictions on
how many people could attend. We
could easily have filled the cathedral
with people from Garstang and left no
room for anybody else - more than one
of my parishioners could have made a
very good case for why that would be
the right course of action! However,
since we could not all go to the
ordination it was great that Bishop
Paul came home.

Preparations were almost as enjoyable as
the Mass. It was a bit like getting ready
for Christmas! The choir practised to
perfection, extra chairs put out in church,
children prepared — it was the week after
twenty-four young people had made
their first Holy Communion and was the
day when we traditionally crown the
statue of Our Lady. The papal flag was

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk
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flown, parishioners made enough food
for a shared meal that could have fed all
of the inhabitants of Garstang and still
have had twelve baskets full at the end.
The parish photographerwas all prepared
and the excitement was tangible.

Mass was lovely. More than one tear was
shed: “Well, how delightful was that! It was
good to see such smiles on so many faces”.
“A lovely Mass and a great reception for
him. A truly lovely family day: he couldn’t
help but feel all the love and support for
him from St Mary and Michael’s. | think
the Holy Spirit has certainly answered

all our prayers” were among the many
comments made.

Home is where you can kick your shoes
off and put your feet up. We hope Bishop
Paul will come home often and kick his
shoes off and put his feet up with those
whom he has known all his life.

Ad MultosAnnos — may you have many
happy years in our midst.  Fr. Tom Butler
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Marc Besford the National Training and Development Worker
and Assistant to the National President of Young Christian
Workers (YCW) has recently written to express his pleasure at
meeting the Impact groups at St Bede’s Lytham and Our Lady’s,
Preston and to commend the work being undertaken by our

young people.

He was pleased to see and hear from the Impact groups first- hand
and he particularly liked the wellbeing questionnaire produced

by St Bede’s in conjunction with Our Lady’s. Noteworthy too was
the work being undertaken to support, amongst other charities,
CAFOD and the expansion of the respect ambassadors programme
focusing on bullying as well as the mental effects of bullying. Also
of particular mention was the digital film initiative undertaken

by Our Lady’s and the links with the University to raise awareness
of environmental issues. Marc congratulated the YCW group on
achieving their certificate in leadership. And felt that the young
people were inspired, dedicated and committed to voice the
concerns of young people and he saw real leadership development
through their activities. Marc Thanked Terry Mattinson (youth
worker) on guiding the young people to take authentic Christian
action and empowering them to look at the world around them and

encourage change.

HEADTEACHERS - If you would like to support the Catholic
Voice and promote your school to Catholic families in the
area please contact Caroline on 07931 836926 or email

carolineg@cathcom.org to book your school advert
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St Peter’s Catholic

Primary School
Norfolk Road, Lytham FY8 4JG

Headteacher: Mrs Heyes

Tel: 01253 734658
E: head@st-peters-pri.lancs. sch. uk

Catholic High School
Lawrence Avenue, Frenchwood,
Preston PR 4PR
Headteacher Mr D Callagher

Tel: (01772) 252072 Fax: (01772) 885674
Email: reception@ctk Jancs sch.uk
Web: http://www.ctk Jancs.sch.uk
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Cardinal Allen
Catholic High School
Melbourne Avenue, Fleetwood
FY7 BAY
Headteacher : Andrew Cafferkey

Tel : 01253 872659
E-mail ; head@cardinalallen.co.uk

Tngclhcr in One Body

CORPUS CHRISTI
CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOL

Headteacher: Mr David Hubbard

St Vincent's Road, Fulwood, Preston PR2 8QY
01772 716912 | admin@ccc.lancs.sch.uk

www.ccc.lancs.sch.uk

2
ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

St. Walburga’'s Road,
Blackpool, FY3 7EQ

Headteacher: Mr Simon Eccles

Tel: 01253 396286
Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

200 Garstang Road, Fulwood,
Preston PR2 8RD
Tel: 01772 719937/713630
Email:
enquiries @st-piusx.lancs.sch.uk
web: stpiusx.co.uk

Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,
Lancashire PR2 3SQ
Headteacher: Mr Nigel Ranson
Tel: 01772 326900
Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher?
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance
(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic
primary and secondary schools and post-16
colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School
with a shared vision and commitment to providing
first class, professional development for trainee
teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact: 01772 326931
Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

O, The

Latin Mass Society

For the Promatian of the Traddional Roman Rite
Mass Listings — July & August 2018

St Margaret Mary, Scalegate Road, Carlisle
First Sundays: 6.00 pm

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool
Mondays: 12.00 noon
Fridays: 6.30 pm
Please note new time

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass
Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass
Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass
Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

Friday 13th July at 7.00 pm
Sizergh Castle Chapel, Sizergh, Nr Kendal

. Sunday 22nd July at 3.00 pm
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
St Mary's, Hornby

NB No Masses in August at Hornby or Sizergh

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road,
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin

Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancasterims@gmail.com

Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com

“m: Boarbank Hall
; | .. Canonesses of St Augustine
%" of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone

Prayer « Community « Hospitality
« Care of the poor and sick

Contact: Sr Ildik6

Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands,
Cumbria, LA11 7NH

Telephone: 015395 32288

Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

i - ¥

@ STONYHURST
Leading Catholic, Co-educational
Boarding and Day School
for 3-18 year olds
Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 9PZ
Headteacher
Mr John Browne
Tel 01254 827073
Website: www.stonyhurst.ac.uk
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SCHOOLS

léckoLaughlin

Centre

Brand new conference centre available for
meetings, conferences, recruitment days,
team building, product launches, staff
training and corporate events, and is an
ideal business venue.

entre
CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

StVincent's Road, Fulwood, Preston, PR2 8QY
Tel, 01772 779136 | thejme@cec.lancs.sch.uk
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GET COFFEE DELIVERED
TO YOUR CHURCH!

WHY?

WHY NOT?

COFFEE,

INSTANT, FILTER, BEANS
& RELATED
PRODUCTS

L= NG @ L

KINGDOM
e

CALL NOW

01189 86 87 86
ORDER ONLINE @ KINGDOMCOFFEE.CO.UK

(Coast

O n Sunday 29th April, the Catholics
of England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland formed a Human
Rosary chain around the entire coast!

Over 400 locations were officially
registered and an estimated 45,000
Catholics took their Rosaries in their
hands to the coast to pray for Faith, Life
and Peace!

The event brought together our Church
in the UK, with Bishops, Priests, Religious,
Laity and youth all praying as one at 3pm
for Faith, Life and Peace.

I went home to Fleetwood where |
worked with Canon Alf Hayes to get a
team together to organise our rosary for
the area. Someone opened their Chalet
on the beach and provided hot drinks,
someone else brought their Statue of Our
Lady and others brought so much joy to
the cold showery afternoon that it was.

I love my home town and | spend most
of my time on the beach when I’'m home
just reflecting on life and appreciating
the views looking across to Morecombe,
Barrow and the Lake District hills.

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

On this occasion it was a beautiful
experience, firstly receiving a special
Apostolic blessing from Pope Francis and
secondly knowing that St Wulstan’s and
St Edmund’s Parish were joined together
with St Mary’s and even a couple from
the Willows in Kirkham to pray our rosary
led by some of the Parishioners including
our young people, gazing across to the
other parts of the Diocese but, also on a
bigger scale joining in prayer around the
country.

Patricia, from Fleetwood, Castlerigg Manor

St George, Pray for us,
St David, Pray for us,

St Andrew, Pray for us,
St Patrick, Pray for us.

Hundreds of people across the Diocese
joined in this Human Rosary chain

with excellent numbers reported in
Blackpool and Lytham on what was

a bitterly cold day. But whether part
of a large group or a small one do

not underestimate the power of your
prayers. “For where two or three gather
together in My name, there am | with them”
—Matthew 18:20
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at your local Barchester care homes

At our care homes across Lancashire, we pride ourselves on making
everyone feel at home. We offer a range of personalised care services
that support independence and maintain individual interests, with a
varied activities programme and freshly prepared home-cooked meals.

Barchester understand finding the right care home can
be a daunting decision, that's why our friendly team are on
hand to offer advice and guidance at a time to suit you.

Nursing Care * Residential Care * Dementia Care * Respite Breaks

Whether you need urgent care or just some help ,ﬁ-‘
and advice, our team are here when you need them. -
BARCHESTER_

Glenroyd Laurel Bank 55,
Blackpool, FY3 9HF Lancaster, LA1 SEF Colelruting 25gears

Tel: 01253 464 713 Tel: 01524 925 360 www.barchester.com
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REDSCAR FUNERAL HOME

Independent Funeral Directors

Personal attention 24 hours a day

Pre-paid Funeral plans,

Rooms of Repose, Private Chapel of Rest,
Memorials of Distinction
Funeral Director:

et
Carrol M Bibby MBIE, DipFD, MBIFD

Founder Joseph Leo McKenna

110 Longridge Road,
@Wray Brothers Monumental

Ribbleton, Preston PR2 6RL
Tel: 01772 796669

* Memornals = Renovations = Lettering = Marble = Granite

# Slate *» Stone of all Kinds, colour & designs »

Wray Brothers are long established monumentsl masons
highly regarded for quality of their workmanship and
persomail service. Traditional Hand Cut
Leners

Proprietors: 5. A. Edwards,
M. A. Edwards, G, Edwards
Gla Layton Road, Layton,
Blackpool FY3 BEB
Tel/Fax: 01253 392620

(SELF STORAGE)

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs
Competitive Rates
From as little as £§ per
week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton
Tel: 01524 791837

kwww.curlytailstorage.co.uk )
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TANGNEY TOURS
The Pilgrims Choice
Join the Diocesan of Lancaster
Lourdes Pilgrimage
Under the leadership of

the Bishop of Lancaster
2018 theme - "Do whatever He tells you"

By air - from £815 per person
Details on request
2o0th - 27th July

www.tangney-tours.com/lancaster
From Manchester

Lourdes by air -

10 Sept | 7 Nights (IR

Fatima by air - From Lo

wsept 1 Non's QD

Holy Land Pilgrimages

Rome, San Giovanni & Isi

150017 Nonts QRIS
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braham Lincoln, Florence Nightingale, William Gladstone

and many others - those fading sepia-tone Victorians
have always fascinated me. It must be in their eyes. What is
it that moved them? What made them tick? Because, as | was
fFast learning from my A-level history teacher, Fr Christopher,
what moves people is what moves history, for good or bad.

45 years later I'm still staring, this time at eyes that have
become more familiar: a rather stiff-looking Victorian
clergyman, tall and handsome. He has timid, intelligent, even
tired eyes. | think | can see what I'd call determination. Perhaps
the eyes of a man who never expected to live to seventy. Yet
these are the eyes of someone who longed to be a missionary
all his life, and to his probable regret ended his long and
furiously energetic life as Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster,
1892- 1903. These are the eyes of the person who founded the
organisation | work for — the CTS 150 years later!

True to form, Herbert Vaughan had renounced a considerable
inheritance, life of ease, and a warm, loving family to pursue his
vocation to be a priest. He grew up on the Welsh borders and
had long dreamt of being a missionary to Wales. From a wealthy,
established Catholic family that had survived penal times,

he was the eldest of thirteen siblings most of whom became
religious or clergy. Yet his entire life was marked by unstable
health due to a weak heart. What is fascinating is that he
survived at all, and greater still that he did so much.

He was widely known to reconcile with enemies and to ask
forgiveness of those he had offended. People came to know that
he spoke his mind, and that he did so with no malice but with
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the utmost sincerity. He was simply put, a Christian man. He had
learnt his faith and the truth of it from his mother. Missionary
life Fascinated him from an early age — he was overcome with
the impulse to bring the good news of the gospel to those who
were entitled to hear it.

All his life he had great devotion to St Joseph and to the Sacred
Heart. He had been schooled by the Jesuits and Benedictines,
at home and overseas, and enjoyed a long association with the
Carmelites.

Vaughan it seems was never a parish priest or even a curate, but
after training for the priesthood in Rome became vice rector at
the new seminary at Ware, where he was popular. During that
time he investigated missionary and priestly training in many
different contexts. Juxtaposed between periods of poor health
and recuperation there would be intense and prolonged bursts
of energy — the fitful energy perhaps of a man racing against the
clock.

He co-founded a dream of Cardinal Wiseman —a missionary
society of diocesan priests (the Oblates of St Charles) - a very
revolutionary idea at the time. At only thirty four years old he
founded a new missionary order: the Mill Hill Missionaries. He
absorbed himselfin his first love: evangelisation and the order
grew and prospered under his care. He had found his great
mission for life.

But he was a marked man. At only forty he was made Bishop
of Salford, where he remained for twenty years, visiting all his
parishes, and founding the Children’s Rescue Society, St Bede’s
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Happy Birthday
CTS COMPETITION

Dip into the Past and Find the Present

To celebrate 150 years of publishing CTS has
released a series of rediscoverd gems which they
are calling CTS Onéfifties.

Commercial College for catholic children and countless similar
initiatives. In my view, his eyes confirm the story that he felt
guilty over the plight of the neglected and poverty stricken
Catholic children of Manchester, with little future ahead of
them. He had been too busy to help them. This sense of remorse
drove him on to further projects despite the intolerable level of
his responsibilities. Some say he took on too much —no doubt
he would agree.

The 25 minibook classics books are from the pens of the
celebrated and famous as well as the aspiring and lesser
known, across a century and a halfand published in new,
modern editions. They take us from Victorian England to
the two great wars, from the certainties of 19th century
piety to the 1968 sexual revolution. Here are great
testimonies of faith, sparkling apologetics, struggles
with the big and smaller issues of the day, and both
quaint and inspiring insights into the meaning of life and
allits hopes and challenges; above all the story of faith
that has shaped the lives of generations.

Just a few years before, he had founded the Catholic Truth
Society — to become known over time as ‘the CTS’ - and it
continues to this day as an active publishing charity.

The CTS archive represents a unique and valuable
resource illustrating the changing concerns of the
Catholic population of England since the late 19th
century. Pocket sized in format the books are available
from the CTS at the price of £1.50 per copy.

At the tender age of 60 a request from the Pope that he become
Archbishop of Westminster came. He begged to be excused his
appointment but when he could see there was no way out he
threw himselfinto Our Lord’s hands and gave it all his energy,
despite recurring and increasing illness. As a great fundraiser
he raised funds to build Westminster Cathedral, surprising
everyone by the sheer size of the project, its style and grandeur.
He wanted to put Catholicism back on the map, not just for
the world to see, but to inspire and encourage his flock after
centuries of being forced into the shadows — as Christ had
been. The first liturgy in the almost finished cathedral was his
Requiem Mass. He died at Mill Hill among his Missionary Order
confreres on 19 June 1903, the feast of the Sacred Heart, aftera
longillness, aged seventy-one.

Fergal Martin, CTS General Secretary

However one lucky reader could own a set of
Onefifties (courtesy of the CTS) by answering
one simple question: Who founded the CTS?

Answer including your contact details please to:

The Editor, Edwina Gillett, 99 Commonside, Ansdell,
Lytham St Annes FY8 4D] or alternatively email
voicenews@®hotmail.co.uk Entries must be received no
later than 10 July. The winner will be the first correct
answer chosen at random. The Editor’s decision is final

For more information on the 150th anniversary of the Catholic and the winner will be contacted by the CTS.

Truth Society please go to: www.onefifties.org
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WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm

Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
i il Tel: 01772 788020

' www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

- J.1.Byrne

Quallfied Independent
Family Funeral Directors

ki ﬁma“&%““urp MEIFD

85 Victoria Road East,
Thornton Cleveleys, Lancashire FY5 5BU
Telephone: (01253) 863022 or
1 Beach Road, Westview, Fleetwood FY7 BPS
Telephone: (01253) 776281
Website: www.jtbyrne.co.uk
Pearsonal service and advice day and might

Martin's

The Funeral Directors

188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston

1, Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge
Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121

Proprietor W. Martin Wootton

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service
from a private family owned
and run firm

i

-

LAT HA

FUNERAL SERVICE LTDR
David Pope dip.FD MBIFD
Funeral Director

A fresh and
modern:
approach
uneral
planning

P~

42 Clifton Street
Lytham

FY8 SEW

Tel. 01253 733909

www.lythamfuneralservice.co.uk

01253 735269
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tella Matutina is situated just minutes away from Faihaven Lake,
Ansdell shops and Lytham Windmill

We provide a homely, caring atmosphere, respecting your individuality, dignity
and privacy.

= Short/long term and respite care

= Overlooking the sea

= Set in extensive grounds

= Comfortable communal rooms

= All bedrooms single and en-suite

= Home cooked food (all diets catered for)

= Range of activities and outings

= Caring and experienced staff (99% NVQ qualified)

Call on us at anytime for a viewing or ring for further details

Stella Matutina Care Home
16 Clifton Drive
Ansdell
Lytham St Annes
FY8 5RQ
Manager— Dawn Ward
Tel: 01253 734834
email: manager@scjm.org
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pring, according to Chaucer, puts a
spring into the step of the would-be
pilgrim. In the Middle Ages pilgrimage
was a popular work of piety. The
Protestants rejected the idea - you
don’t get to heaven by collecting
brownie points awarded for ‘good
works’. True, but the faith that
transforms your life naturally
manifests itself in what you choose
to do. Pilgrimage is now gaining
popularity. In February the BBC put
seven ‘celebrities’ on the Camino -
to walk for a fortnight along the old
pilgrim route to Compostella, the
shrine of St James, the apostle, in
Spain. They were to spend their time
reflecting on the spiritual side of life,
sharing their views between themselves
and us.

| found the programmes disappointing,
with little substance. There were two
professed Christians in the group, one
of them an Anglican minister who failed
to raise fundamental questions even
when given the opportunity. The group
might as well have been set to walk the
Pennine Way or a coastal path in England.
St James was one of the apostles chosen
by Our Lord. What is specific about a
pilgrimage to the tomb of an apostle is
the challenge of Christianity - this man
died for the truth of his witness to the
teaching, the death and resurrection of
Jesus. Does that not have relevance and
consequences for me? If not, why not?

Likewise the purpose of a pilgrimage to
Rome is to visit the tombs of the apostles
Peter and Paul. It is possible to visit the
church of St Peter in the Vatican and,

on leaving, to realise that you haven't
said a prayer. You have been beguiled

by the boldness of Michelangelo and by
the artistry of Bernini. You have been a
tourist. To be a pilgrim you must kneel

at the tomb of St Peter, a man who

was crucified for Christ, and pray for a
strengthening of your own faith as well
as praying for the good of the Church
under the leadership of its present Pope.
Likewise at St Paul’s. He is another prop
to our faith coming to conversion from

a different angle. He never saw Christ

in the flesh but he had an experience of
the Risen Christ which changed his life
forever and for which he died rather than
deny. Reflection on Paul may question our
own lifestyle.
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Here at home our national pilgrimage
centre is Walsingham, stretching back to
Anglo-Saxon England, revived in the 19th
cent. And, decade by decade becoming

a more powerful magnet. Years ago, as
ayoung priest, | was walking down the
village street and was accosted by a BBC
radio reporter who wanted to record my
answer to her question of why I had come
to Walsingham. | took fright and excused
myself. | think now | would say that | had
come to water my roots.

| came from a part of England with

an unbroken Catholic presence and
Walsingham was a historic link in the
tradition to which | belonged, honouring
Mary as Mother of God.

Within our diocese there are thousands
each year who visit Fernyhalgh. Did any
of our martyrs ever visit? Possibly St

John Plessington who lived in Garstang,
and maybe Bl. Thomas Whittaker whose
missionary centre was up the road at
Goosnargh, or Bl. Richard Hayhurst who
lived in nearby Broughton, but we may be
sure as we walk up the lane to the shrine
that we are accompanied by the ghosts of
thousands of confessors of the faith.

When it was hard to be a Catholic
Fernyhalgh was a rallying point. The first
Catholic king after the Reformation was
James Il. Even before he became king in
1685 the Protestant establishment had
prevented him from taking public office
by introducing a conditional oath that
no Catholic could take. This Test Act
made the 18th century a torrid time for
Catholics. They were barred from the
armed forces, the civil service and all
the professions. They paid extra taxes
and transactions concerning property
were made difficult for them. The great
majority had never seen a Bishop. Under
James Il John Leyburn was consecrated.

On his tour of the North, Fernyhalgh was
chosen as a meeting place and over 1100
were confirmed there - some having
walked over the sands from Ulverston.
Their memory lingers along the tracks
that lead to Ladywell which becomes for
pilgrims the symbol of a faith which was
treasured above the natural desire to get
on in the world. If we tune in to what is
in the air at Fernyhalgh we may hope to
leave strengthened in our own faith.
Canon Thomas Dakin
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3 pilgrims from across Carlisle
and West Cumbria travelled to
o : . -~ _ _ the Carfin Lourdes Grotto, Scotland’s
- fae by . % [y National Marian Shrine near
f ; ' § " Motherwell, on a visit organised and
led by the Catenian Carlisle and
i Penrith Circle.

The Grotto was created in the 1920s,

| § ' and built by local parishioners. It has
“ J A L : since expanded beyond a single field to

{
. ° s
‘ ' a'te’n l a n s - j many acres, and the pilgrims were moved

- as they visited life-size depictions of
on P'.I r'.’ﬂa e \ Mass was celebrated in the adjoining
g g . Holy Ghost Fathers’ Chapel by Fr. Terry
I -

Christ, Our Blessed Lady and many saints.
Donnelly, whose mother came from

Carlisle. Jack Johnstone

ur Lady and St. Edward in

Preston celebrated the First Holy
Communion of their young parishioners
in May.

'.i'

It was a brilliant weekend in many
respects; the weather was glorious and
the children were so smart and respectful
as they received Our Lord for the first
time in Holy Communion. In this the year
of the Adoremus Eucharistic Congress it
was a fitting celebration of God’s greatest
gift - the Blessed Sacrament. Many
congratulations to all the children.

Fr. Simon Hawkesworth

Editors note: It would be impossible to
feature every similar parish celebration
but our good wishes and prayers go to all
our children across the Diocese who have
received Holy Communion for the first time
this year.

Diocesan seminarian Philip Wrigley
is now a Minister of Lector. This
ministry was conferred by Bishop Tom
Burns in the Chapel at Oscott College
recently.

A-Z Roofing Ltd . JOEWALSHTOUIRS_ [V erﬁ
Craig Lodge PUGRINAGE () % »o

» From a single slate to a complete - > ] MOCESE OF LANCAS
new roof F?mlly House IRNES adx  AWUALPIGRIMAGE TO

* Slating/Tiling/Flat Roofs of Praver it ¥ o # LADYEWELL

e Chimney Stacks Repaired Y E'IJ:H‘L'EME_E!EHE“ 7P (The Shrine of Our Lady and the Martyrs)
and Dismantled T Led by

= rl 3 Re. Rev. Paul Swarbrick
20 JULY | 7 NIGHTS from i?q?pn [ _ Rivirap .au;mr. ater Dincrse
Fram Liverpool Wishoy Sestisiek s hndpemell | [ 000 Sppurday 140 July 200K

K i
17.& 24 AUGUST | 7 WIGHTS (EREREETIN" B || st

Fugharisiic Mosary Processdon fram 51 Marss
mifyrwell Shirlse (Westher permiiting)

* uPVC Fascias & Soffits
* Guttering Repaired and Replaced
» Written Guarantee with all work
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Please Dial Telephone Numbers below in Full

K + at Yoursel

Mais Beivodbct baii w il il
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Direct return Rights from Mancheater to Rome

Parish groups, Families,
Carlise 01228 808854

For lurther detalls please call:

5 oun. co ic C]CI" ncluding airport transfers arTI? 700181
Pen‘rlth 01768 758550 Y ﬂ P P I ﬂy i 5§ nights’ accommuodation in Hotel Porziuncola . admibai lndyewelbshrine.couk
Worklﬂgtoﬂ 01900 837995 a" Wc]c orme Assisi | Half Board basis Ladyvewell, Fernyhalgh Lane, Fulwood, Preston P"R2 SHR

Whitehaven 01946 878133

Craig Lo !-:_-:.. Dalmally, Arpll, Scotland PA33 1AR Walking tour of Asaial visiting the main sights. of

Brampton 01697 910646
Lancaster 01524 888358 : $ribzg =
Kendal 01539 528851 E: mall@craig

Barrow 01229 807307 ; ‘.

the medeval city
Luxury air-conditioned coach lor duration of lour

i 1

e e MANCHESTER: 0161 8208790 | GLASGOW: 0141 5305060
Windermere 01539 523913 WWW.Cralg | OLf_ld,E Org www joewalshtours.co.uk | info@joewalshtours.co.uk
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‘I am the living bread
that came down out
of heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread, he

| will give for the life
of the world is

My flesh.’

Pilgrimage -~

-
ChurchiSupplies?

éfving'Schools, Business a

‘t\ﬁwmng& th%

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING,
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING,
DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk
21 Winckley Road, Broadgate, Preston PR1 8EL

Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127
- Established Over 60 Years *

s
SNl

., Bespoke Quality
2#}“: Furniture Makers

Muxnmising expencnce and expertise

to custom build for Churches and
Schools for the future
Lecterns, AV Cabinci SERADEGRN
Altar Cammunin TBIEEGY
 Complete re-ofdény

We il :||'| iboE COLHCE. us 6l

Tel/Fax 01934 618111

Emuil: infoia fullersfinerfurniture co.uk

g

Contact us now for your no obligation survey:

L 01772 364558 (® www.petercox.com

www, fullerslinerfurnbinre.conk

School building work and
refurbishment/ conversion, building
and joinery work, extensions,
alterations & repairs, loft conversions,
replacement doors
and windows

Builders Yard, 66 Marsden Street,
Kirkham, Preston PR4 2TH
Tel: (01772) 684489
Fax: (01772L671486
email: admin@jeharrison.co.uk
www.jeharrisonbuilders.co.uk

BernardWatson

painting & decorating contractors

Inc. J. Corbishley & Sons Ltd
www . bernardwatson.co.uk

Specialists in commercial, industrial and ecclesiastical work.

Our Diocesan Faith and Justice Commission
Environment Group will be there and invites
you along.

he Eucharist has a central place in

Catholic prayer, contemplation and
adoration so you might be asking: Why
have a whole congress about it?

The Bishops of England and Wales are
hosting the huge National Eucharistic

Pilgrimage and Congress in Liverpool this
| September. So what is it, and should | go?

Running from Friday Sept 7th to Sunday
9ththe Congress is a gathering of clergy,
religious and laity which promotes an
awareness of the central place of the
Eucharist in the life and mission of the
Church. Our eye is drawn to the word
Mission. It is outward and active; in the
world and amongst the people created
by God. The Bishops want the pilgrimage
to bring people together from across the
dioceses and further the service of the
poor and marginalised in our midst.

We begin on the Friday by looking

at theology andscriptural contexts,
including a talk by Sr Margaret Atkins, an
Augustinian sister and former lecturer of
Theology at Trinity and All Saints College,
Leeds. She explains you cannot teach

the Eucharist unless it is from a lived
context that gives it sense. There follow
workshops on diverse practicalities such
as preparing children, liturgies and music,
extraordinary ministers, Christian unity,
and teaching the Eucharist. Amongst
these is a talk by the chair of the Catholic
Social Action Network about Eucharist
and Social Justice — how the Eucharist
changes the way we can see the world
and the demands it makes on how we
should live.

The main Congress on Saturday has
a great stage programme of keynote
speeches, drama, testimony and

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

presentations. Sunday is devoted to
Mass and a street Eucharistic Procession
open to all. There will also be plenty of
opportunities for prayer and adoration
throughout the programme.

The Echo Arena has 10,000 spaces.
However, there is only enough room

for about 4 laity from each parish, so
whether or not you are one of those the
Faith and Justice Commission invites you
to come along anyway and experience
some of the parallel events taking place
near the Arena. We are fortunate from
the North-West that Liverpool is so
accessible.

The Lancaster F&) Commission will join
with the National Justice and Peace
Network in the church of St Philip Neri
(L8 7NL) hosting an event entitled
‘Environment: On the Altar of the World’
—more on this in the next issue. Other
parallel events include ‘Reconciliation’
by Pax Christie, practical responses

to physical hungerin ‘Food for the
Hungry’, ‘Welcoming the Stranger’ about
immigration through the ages, and
inter-denominational sharing on how
we understand Eucharist. There are also
exhibitions on archived history of church
in this country during penal and more
recent times, and another on eucharistic
miracles; a chance to hear Jimmy
McGovern explain how he came to write
the series ‘Broken’ and what he based the
script on, and a ‘Nightfever’ drop-in for
young adults. All of these and much more
will run on Saturday, some on Friday too,
and provide opportunities for all ages to
be involved.

The main programme in the Echo Arena
is ticket only (available through each
parish), but don’t be put off if you don’t
have a ticket. The parallel events in the
surrounding churches and venues are
open to all on Friday and Saturday. We
would love to see you there.
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Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying
out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is
demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”

Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and
urged him, “Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.”

He answered, “l was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”

The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.
He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it
to the dogs.”

“Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall
from their master’s table.” Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you
have great faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was
healed at that moment.

Mad dogs and

Englishmen!
by Julia Beacroft

nd so in our reflections on the months of the year, we come to the
wonderful month of July — a time when the sun is supposed to shine and
when the hot sultry weather of summer usually begins.

Sadly, we are often disappointed as the temperamental British weather all too
often lets us down, but when the sun does indeed shine and the sky is blue,
there is no better place to be that this small island called Great Britain, which
we, in turn, call home.

Obsession

We know that we are often laughed at by our European brothers and sisters

for our obsession with the great British climate and also the fact that it so ¢

often rains during our summer months. Only a couple of years ago, ayoung -, B R ITA N N IA

Spanish girl told me that | lived in a ‘raining country’, in answer to her question Al

about where | was from. On the other hand, we are equally teased becaduse we L M 0 B I I.ITY & BATH I N G
sometimes have no idea how to manage hot spells of weather either! We are

not participants in the siesta and all too often we get sunburnt and exhausted ; Regain Independence of your home
as we neglect to take the correct precautions against the sun. It has to be said

that the phrase ‘Mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the mid-day sun’ can seem N E XT DAY l N STA L LAT | O. N AVAI LA B LE

particularly apt!

Yet this particular expression has always — perhaps bizarrely — reminded me . Buy nNOoOwW a nd Day
of the passage from St Matthew’s Gospel (given above), where the Canaanite 1 - in sma " affo rda b |e
woman pleaded with the Lord to help her. Her daughter was suffering and

she knew that Jesus could alleviate this. Yet surprisingly Jesus refuses, stating b payments

that he has come for the Jews alone, but the woman gives such a convincing '
counter-argument that Jesus immediately heals her daughter.

New or Reconditioned
Stairlifts

We too can receive

This story is as relevant for us today as it was then, as it refers to race and We \:[IIII' %"I.:JaTrl?f‘:.CK -
culture as well as faith. But you are probably wondering why this wonderful - ) y \k
account reminds me of the words ‘Mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the o LESTY

mid-day sun™? The explanation is quite simple really... The woman refers to _— ANY%"II'PS«I(R)LSTFTE) DAY
‘dogs’, which were doubtless mad to receive the scraps from the table. Both .

Jesus and the woman were probably ouF and about in the heat qf’the sun and : i A : p | . ! 365 Day Local Servi
finally the story refers to race — Canaanites and Jews — and English are merely ! _ I & Support

another race. .- PR l

And so it is that as a nation who are often obsessed with climate, we can also . 1_% I NTE R EST

be a nation of great faith. We may be like mad dogs as we risk the heat of the b , FRE E
mid-day sun, but like the dogs in the Gospel we too can receive the crumbs that

fall from the masters table. We too can receive Jesus. e CR E D I T

Julia Beacroft is an author, editor, workshop leader and presenter in Catholic \

faith formation. Her book ‘Sanctifying the Spirit’ is available to buy from
AMAZON, www.waterstones.com or Book Depository.
Please visit www.sanciobooks.com for more information.

Follow Julia on Facebook & Twitter.

Copyright © Julia Beacroft 2018. All rights reserved. CAI_I_ NOW FUR YUUR FREE SU RVEY AND QUOTE
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In the

Apostics
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Ithough Britain is an island, much

of the fish we eat is not caught off
our coast, but hundreds or thousands
of miles away. If you have ever eaten a
McDonald’s Filet-o-fish there is a good
chance that it came from the Alaska
Ocean.

Yet the fishing industry has its murky
side, because in some cases the fishers
who go out to sea are victims of a form of
modern day slavery.

Apostleship of the Sea (AoS) is trying to
combat this. 8 July is Sea Sunday, when
the Church asks us to pray for seafarers
and support the work of AoS, whose
chaplains and ship visitors provide
practical and pastoral help in ports
around the coast of Britain and in many
countries throughout the world.

The seafarers who work on fishing vessels
often come from poorer parts of the
world, such as India, the Philippines, or
Thailand. They work long hours in harsh

conditions and for low pay. Fr Romeo
u-Chang, AoS port chaplain in Singapore,
explained that because of the lack of
legal protection fishers are open to
abuse. “They are often unfairly paid

and cheaply treated. Some are also left
stranded in Singapore, after they choose to
leave vessels when they dock at the Jurong
Fishery Port.”

Many of the fishers he meets are from
impoverished villages in countries
such as Cambodia, Indonesia and the
Philippines, lured by promises of

high salaries.

On tuna vessels — usually Taiwanese-
owned — men are usually made to work
for 18 to 20 hours. Many find themselves
unaccustomed to this kind of regime.
“They are not exactly trained fishers,”

said Fr Romeo. “They are farmers and
construction workers. They learn the trade
on board vessels. The reality is not as good
as what was offered. The captain normally
abuses the fishers. It’s very traumatic for
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them. There is no documentation of
suicides, but I've heard accounts from
fishers | encountered.”

Mick Duthie is a former detective chief
superintendent in the Metropolitan
Police who is now deputy director of
the Santa Marta Group, set up by the
Catholic Bishops Conference of
England and Wales to help combat
human trafficking.

Last October, he attended the AoS World
Congress in Taiwan last October. He said
it gave him a real insight into the global
fishing industry and just how difficult and
dangerous a job it is to go to sea to catch
the fish we eat.

“l was fortunate to visit ports in Taiwan and
meet Indonesian and Filipino fishers. All
were young men who had left their homes
and families behind to earn a better living.
Some of their contracts were for two years
meaning they would not go home in that
time.
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“l asked what would happen if a child was
born, a wife or family were in crisis or if
there was death and they just shrugged
their shoulders and said they would just
have to continue working. Most had some
form of debt and needed to pay this off.

“I saw some of the tuna vessels that are
used and having heard the term ‘floating
coffins’ | now totally understand this
concept. The vessels were small and
cramped with poor toilets and kitchen
facilities. The fishermen slept on the floor
with people having to climb over each other
to get out. Their clothes were limited and
were washed with sea water and the food
they ate was very basic.”

Mick said the Congress raised questions
about what we do here in England and
Wales and the fish we eat. “How sure

can we be that the fish is ethically caught?
How do we really know companies don’t
put profit before fishermen’s welfare? | will
certainly think hard and long about the
fish I buy.” Greg Watts
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