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EDITORIAL

The three theological virtues are: faith, hope and love. 
How often do we think of these virtues? How often do we 

practice them? What do they mean and how do we practice 
them? This month the Catholic Voice focuses on Pages 8 and 

editorial therefore celebrates ‘Prisoners Sunday’ (14 October) 
and the role of the Church with regards to prisoners. The 
Catholic Voice believes the most important thing the Church 
can do at all times and for prisoners in particular is to 
practice faith, hope and love. It is the best way in which 
any pastoral ministry and indeed the life of the Church can 

Faith is that which helps us believe in God and all that He has 
said and revealed to us. St Paul (Romans 1, 17) says that “He who 

 By having faith, by knowing 
the will of God, we can live our lives accordingly and thus hope 
to share in the joy that awaits us in heaven. Faith is what gives 
meaning to our life, it elevates us to God, to the supernatural 
life. Without faith we are tied up in the trappings of materialism 
and relativism, that I am the centre of my existence and the 
only thing that matters are me and material goods. Faith is so 
important for many in prison, it is through faith that many are 
able to amend their way of life, but also give meaning to what 
are in many cases very sad and broken lives. 

Hope is that virtue by which we desire God, eternal life and 
ultimately happiness. Christian hope is focused again like faith 
on the supernatural. A prison can be a place of despair, the 
lives of individuals can seem hopeless to them, little chance 
of release, no prospects if they are released. But it is this great 
virtue of hope that the Church should strive to assist people, 
especially prisoners in attaining. When we lose hope we can 

lose our desire to do better and this can damage rehabilitation. 
If despair grips an individual the desire to make amends for 

The Church must instil hope, a hope that will last. St Augustine 
“Hope 

 That anger can be at the system and at 
ones way of life, but the courage comes in seeing that change 
and conversion can happen and that all that is wrong can be 
made right.  

Love, the greatest of the virtues is imperative. It is being 
charitable that we as a Church can hope to attract people to the 
faith. The motto of the Institute of Christ the King Sovereign 
Priest is . This is what each and every 
one of us is called to do, to live our faith, which is the truth in 
complete charity, towards God, our neighbour and ourselves.

Whilst we can be sceptical and wary of people released from 
prison or still serving a sentence, the Catholic Voice believes that 
if we, as a Church, can simply show charity, have faith and hope 
these people can turn their lives around. In the words of Pope 
Francis  We don’t know these people’s life 
history and nor should that be relevant. We are called to love 
and respect all our fellow human beings and to help them in 
whatever way we can in their time of need. We simply can’t be 
cold hearted and dismissive because we encounter someone 
who has broken the law and paid the penalty for that. We must 
remember that we also break the law, we are all sinners who 
struggle to follow the law of God, which is above any human law. 
So, what can the Church do for prisoners? Quite simply practice 
the virtues of faith, hope and love.
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• Please keep your letters concise
 ,
• Include your full name and address
• Letters should not include any
 personal criticism or attacks
• The editor reserves the right to:
 

 appropriate

It was heartening to see the beautiful 
picture of Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament at St. John Vianney’s, 
Blackpool on the inside page of the July 
edition of the Catholic Voice.  However, 
you mention in the editorial above the 
picture, regarding this devotion, 

I attended the  
at Sacred Heart church, Blackpool. 
Canon Dewhurst led the Rosary and 
the traditional prayers which had been 
set out especially for the occasion. The 
service ended with that glorious hymn 
Faith of our Fathers. On glancing across 
the packed congregation, consisting of 
young and old, the fervour of the people 
there was palpable. It occurred to me 
that, as Catholics we are crying out for 
traditional devotions, for the Catholic 
prayers and hymns of old.

as regards the Faith and morals, in fact it 
is not an exaggeration to say that we are 
living in a battle zone and we need all the 
help that we can get. 

Would the priests and prelates be 
prepared to help us more fully with our 
spiritual lives?

Meanwhile, always having recourse to 

who has said most emphatically, “In the 

Tony Magliano in his article , 

wants us to 

He mentions the sad fact that the number of people living in extreme poverty 
continues to be enormous but fails to point out that according to the World Bank, the 
number and proportion of people in dire poverty worldwide has plummeted over the 
past two decades. In 1990, 35.5pc of the world’s population  lived below 
the equivalent of $1.90  per day. By 2013, this had fallen to 10.9pc (the 767/
million he refers to). That’s the most rapid fall in poverty in global history.

He also refers to inadequacies in the distribution of food but ignores the fact that the 
global average population-weighted food supply per person, rose from 2,225 calories 
in 1961 to 2,882 calories in 2013. In sub-Saharan Africa, food supply rose from 2,004 
calories in 1961 to 2,465 calories in 2013.

Pope Francis correctly said that  For all its inadequacies, 
responsible capitalism, allied to democratic governance and the rule of law, is by far 

demagogues. Compare and contrast West and East Germany, South and North Korea 
and Colombia and Venezuela.

 The Catholic Voice
that each should be respected.

I promised Our Lady,and the Divine Mercy 
and many Saints that if the pain in my 
spine was healed I would publish that 
it was through their intercession. I had 
been in a lot of pain for many months, 
due to an injection in my spine, which 
unfortunately was injected into a spinal 
nerve. I asked God to heal me, or take me, 
I couldn’t bear the pain any longer. 

This was in May.  I am a regular
attender at Ladyewell, the Shrine to Our 
Lady of Fernyhalgh, Fr Mario and Fr Ernst 
from Nigeria are the two Fransiscan 
priests there.
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ST. MARY’S 
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

St. Walburga’s Road, 
Blackpool, FY3 7EQ

Headteacher:  Mr Simon Eccles 

Tel: 01253 396286
Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk

Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,

Lancashire PR2 3SQ

Headteacher:  Mr Nigel Ranson

Tel: 01772 326900

Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

Thinking of becoming a teacher? 
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance

(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic

primary and secondary schools and post-16

colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School

with a shared vision and commitment to providing

first class, professional development for trainee

teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact:  01772 326931  

Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

HEADTEACHERS – If you would like to support the Catholic Voice and promote your school to Catholic families in the
area please contact  Caroline on 07931 836926 or email carolineg@cathcom.org to book your school advert

Alston Lane Catholic Primary School 
and Nursery

Preston Rd, Longridge, Preston, 
Lancs PR3 3BJ

Headteacher: Mr M FitzGibbon 
Tel: 01772 783661

Email: bursar@alstonlane.lancs.sch.uk
Website:  www.alston.lancsngfl.ac.uk

Our Open Day this year will be 
Monday 8th October 2018

Parents are welcome to drop in for a look
around the school at any time from 9.30 am.

Please remember to advertise your Open Days and Staff
Vacancies in the Catholic Voice. We offer larger quarter 

page adverts for these events and we offer schools
significant discounts on ratecard. We also have a

professional designer who will make up your advert for free!
To book or enquire call Caroline on 07931 836926 

or email carolineg@cathcom.org
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My work in care and educational settings across Lancashire and 
beyond is my daily joy, supporting older people including many 
who are living with dementia, through precious moments of 
reminiscence and clarity. I use my vast collection of old objects, 
music and song, images and video-clips, a gramophone, 
conversations and relationships, to encourage those precious 
memories that can mean so much.

Young people are a vast and largely untapped source of care 

isolation and loneliness. I work in schools, such as recently with 
year 8 pupils at St. Bede’s Catholic High School, Lytham, to open 
young minds and hearts to understand how their grandparents 
used to live and to encourage them to spend quality time with 
their older relatives, enquiring, listening, recording and valuing 
their lives and stories. Sharing Precious Memories is a simple 
process but with huge potential. I meet far too many people who 
regret not listening more, or indeed recording and treasuring all 
those stories and experiences that are part of the rich tapestry 
of a person’s life. Children and young people are very well set to 
do this work, with the time, tenderness and technology to make 

tangible to value the past, engage in the present and create 
something priceless for the future. I also deliver my Sharing 
Precious Memories project in parishes as people of all ages can 
get involved in supporting older people, or indeed each other. 

My sensory reminiscence sessions in care settings cover things 

SELF STORAGE

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs

Competitive Rates
From as little as £5 per

week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,
Forton

Tel: 01524 791837
www.curlytailstorage.co.uk

REDSCAR FUNERAL HOME
Independent Funeral Directors

Personal attention 24 hours a day

Pre-paid Funeral plans,

Rooms of Repose, Private Chapel of Rest,

Memorials of Distinction

Funeral Director:

Carrol M Bibby MBIE, DipFD, MBIFD

Founder Joseph Leo McKenna

110 Longridge Road,

Ribbleton, Preston PR2 6RL

Tel: 01772 796669



11

we can see, smell, hear, taste and touch. The internet is the 
biggest and most accessible of libraries, with photos and 
images, videoclips and music, stories and facts, that can be used 
productively in connecting to the lives and stories of those in 
our care:

 when a lady from South Africa suggested that I could 
not help her as she as from so far away, I said that it is as easy 

visit, her face was an absolute picture as she enjoyed photos of 
her old school, town and the spectacularly colourful Jacaranda 
Festival that she remembered so fondly from childhood. 

 we begin to hear in our mother’s womb, the 
synchronicity of our heartbeat alongside hers. Songs and music, 
hymns, poems and rhymes, can stay with us for a lifetime. In 

and tunes, often not sung since childhood days. Building up my 
own repertoire is vital, going far beyond the usual tunes to the 
rich variety that are often just below the surface and which can 
bring such joy and positivity. 

Only recently, I played  for a couple in a care 

rouse his beloved wife from sleep to hear it, tears were rolling 
down his cheeks. The song meant so much to him because of 
his unconditional and everlasting love for her. She died two days 
later and we were able to believe that their precious love song 
was amongst the last things that she heard. 

with people. Even a half-remembered lyric can easily become a 
full song with a simple google search. 

 who would have thought that the sight of an old 
Green Shield stamp book could arouse and evoke precious 
memories. Clutching it to her heart, one woman recalled her 

sister being born and mum sending her to the shop laden 
with stamps to swap for a plastic baby bath. As baby sister 

Reminiscence opens doors into the ‘palace of memories’ that is 
the mind and heart. 

 be creative. When Bridget bemoaned that she would 

needed was a bit of turf brought over from my family’s Donegal 
bog, a match and a glass bottle. 

As Bridget smelt the hugely evocative smoke, she squealed with 
delight and memories came gushing forth. Playing a video of a 

 helped to maximise the 
experience. 

 I enjoy asking people in care settings, “

 Perhaps it was the 15 years  of 
rationing and the 

 reality, that means that any discussion of food 
and mealtimes evokes dynamic conversation. Photos are an 
adequate substitute for the real thing, health and hygiene being 
an issue. But they still sell cow heel, pigs trotters, tripe and the 
like, on many a Lancashire market stall. 

Over the last two years we’ve had a wonderful visitor in school 
working with our pupils, Jimmy O’Donnell (he is a parishioner of 

. Jimmy used to be an RE 
teacher before establishing , which works 
to raise awareness and to support people with various forms
of Dementia. 

the Catholic world, he has worked in a number of our Primary 
and High Schools and some of the Catholic Residential Homes 
in Lytham.                                                                   

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm
Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
Tel: 01772 788020

www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

Martin's
The Funeral Directors
188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston
1, Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge

Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprietor   W. Martin Wootton

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service 
from a private family owned 
and run firm
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Boarbank Hall

Contact: Sr Ildikó 
Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands, 
Cumbria,  LA11 7NH
Telephone: 015395 32288
Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Canonesses of St Augustine 
of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common 
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone
Prayer • Community • Hospitality 
• Care of the poor and sick

Mass Listings – October 2018

St Margaret Mary, Scalegate Road, Carlisle

First Sundays: 6.00 pm

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool

Mondays: 12.00 noon

Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston

Mondays – Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass 

Sundays: 10.30 am, Sung Mass

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston

Mondays – Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass

Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass

Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass

Sunday 7th October at 3.00 pm

Twentieth  Sunday after Pentecost

St Mary's, Hornby

Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, 
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland.

Local Representatives: Bob & Jane Latin
Telephone: 01524 412987

Email: lancasterlms@gmail.com
Website: latinmasslancaster.blogspot.com
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Our advertisers are great supporters  of the

Lancaster Voice, so please help them by
supporting their businesses

– serving Schools, Business and Homes

School building work and
refurbishment/ conversion, building

and joinery work, extensions,
alterations & repairs, loft conversions,

replacement doors 
and windows

Builders Yard,  66 Marsden Street, 
Kirkham,  Preston PR4 2TH
Tel: (01772) 684489  
Fax: (01772) 671486

email: admin@jeharrison.co.uk
www.jeharrisonbuilders.co.uk

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC PLUMBING, 
HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING, 

DRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES.

enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk

21 Winckley Road, Broadgate, Preston PR1 8EL
Tel/Fax: (01772) 253127

• Established Over 60 Years •

Complete 
pest control 

solutions
call

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try 

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
www.safefoam.co.uk

Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote LV101

To advertise
please contact 

Caroline on
07931 836926

or 
01440 730399

or email
carolineg@
cathcom.org

October

Month of the Holy rosary (St Walburge’s)
Rosary & Benediction every day at 6 pm, except Saturdays at 5 pm

Sunday 7th October

Rosary Sunday

Saturday 20th October, 7 pm

Organ Recital (English Martyrs)

Sunday 28th October

FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING

9 am English Martyrs - 10.30 am St Walburge’s
Act of Consecreation of the Human Race & Sung Mass

for the Institute’s titular feast

Plenary indulgence (under usual conditions: confession, communion,
prayer for the Supreme Pontiff)

SUNDAY MASS TIME

8.30 am St Mary Magdalen (130 Leyland Rd, Penwortham, PR1 9QD)
9 am English Martyrs (18 Garstang Rd, Preston PR1 1NA)

10.30 am (Sung Mass) St Walburge (Weston St, Preston PR2 2QE)

St Walburge’s Presbytery

Weston Street - Preston - PR2 2QE - Tel: 01772 739367

www.stwalburge.org - preston@icrsp.org

Facebook: ICKSP st Walburge


