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EDITORIAL

hristmas is for children or so we are told. It would seem

that the magic of the celebration diminishes if there are
no children on the scene, completely entranced by all the
lights, glitter, decorations, presents and chocolate money,
not to mention the joy of unwrapping and playing with the
new toys. Adults get as much joy from seeing children happy
as anything else in the world. And why not? Today’s children
are the future.

But in all things the Catholic Voice believes a balance needs to
be struck. It is only right and proper that we should celebrate
the birth of our Saviour in splendid fashion, but we should not
let the materialism of the occasion overshadow the deeper
meaning of God coming into our midst as a baby. We owe it

to our children to feed them on the Word of God just as much
as we spoil them with all the material extras. Without a solid
grounding in the faith learnt within the family unit, school

and at church, children can grow up to only seek what the
world has to offer rather than focusing on what will bring them
lasting happiness. Growing in the faith requires love of God and
neighbour but it also requires us to be tolerant and patient with
ouryoung people, to spend time with them, listen to them and
be prepared to enter into a dialogue of searching for the truth.

u
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Pope Francis will, next Spring publish an Apostolic Exhortation
on Youth, the culmination of consultation with young people
and the Synod of Bishops this last October considering Youth,
Faith and Discernment. The Pope at the Mass for the closing of
the Synod said:

({4

I would like to say to the young people, in the name of
all of us adults: forgive us if often we have not listened
to you, if, instead of opening our hearts, we have filled
your ears. As Christ’s Church, we want to listen to you
with love.

»

In this last edition of 2018 there are a lot of reports on what our
young people have been up to recently and on Page 10 we hear
from two young people who have been inspired in their faith by
arecently deceased priest who was there for them, listening,

encouraging and by example showing how the Mass can bring
us closer to the Lord.

The Catholic Voice wishes you all
a Happy and Holy Christmas!
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od became human to make humans divine -

that is the clear message of early Christian
writers. The scriptural basis is John 17 funneled
into 2 Peter 1,4 which speaks of our becoming
‘partakers of God’s nature’. Perhaps the most
eloquent interpreter is Maximua the Confessor
(6th century): “The whole of the human being is
interpenetrated by the whole of God and becomes
all that God is, excluding identity of essence”. That
means we are not children of God as Jesus is Son
but, by adoption, share the relationship of Jesus
to his Father. This is the reality of our every day
existence here on earth; only in heaven, away
from the senses, shall we become fully aware
of our dignity. Why, then, are we not all saints?
Take your radio, when you raise the volume the
power remains the same - you are lowering the
resistance. The saint is one who always says ‘Yes’
to God.

We are sharing now the life of God. The life of God is
love and that love becomes our life. The sacrament
of this divine indwelling is the Eucharist when we
accept the condition of sharing God’s life, the law
of the new covenant: ‘Love one another as | have
loved you'. A further refinement is the sacrament

of marriage when man and woman promise to love
and to cherish ‘till death do us part’. Sharing God’s
life they take this step by the power of God’s love.
They were designed for this. It is in the image of God
that we were made male and female. This became
clear only when it was revealed that God is a trinity
in which the third person proceeds from the love

of the other two. The family is the sacramental
incarnation of the Trinity. In his ‘Theology of the Body’
Pope John Paul Il spoke of the body as “the image of
God, incarnate in the visible and corporeal fact of the
masculinity or femininity of the human person”. He
continues: “The body and it alone is capable of making
visible what is invisible, the spiritual and the divine. It
was created to transfer into the visible reality of the
world the mystery hidden since time immemorial in
God, and thus be a sign of it”.

So, the significance of the child in the manger? Jesus
was not parachuted to earth to effect a rescue by
accepting to be imprisoned in a degraded shell. At
the dawn of creation God saw all that he had made
and found it very good. The birth of Jesus is God’s
stamp on the goodness in particular, of his design for
humanity. Jesus being born into a family reinforces
the special standing in the world of the man-woman
relationship as potentially the supreme sign of the
nature of God.

At a time when sex has been degraded to the level of
asport it is for the Christian to counter the prevailing
culture by a strong assertion of the poise and dignity
which should mark the intimacies of marriage.
Remember the quote from Maximus the Confessor:
‘The whole of the human being is interpenetrated by
the whole of God and becomes all that God is’. If we are
receptive, marriage is imbued by the love that grace
has shaped - God sharing his life of love. Instinctively
the birth of Jesus has become a feast of the family.
Canon Thomas Dakin
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New Commissions welcomed, we
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architects/artists if preferred.

The Byre, Denton Mill Farm
Denton Mill, Scarrow Hill
Brampton, Cumbria CA8 29U

Telephone: 016977 46801
Email:alex@albionglass.co.uk
Website:www.albionglass.net

K&M Maintenance

Heating - Electrical - Building Established 20 years
Telephone: 01772 704530 Fax 01722 798801

Heating, Electrical and Building services across the North West of England
Gas

+ Emergency Boller Repairs for all makes

+ Boiler Installations & servicing

+ Cantral Heating System repairsfupgrades/ieaks

« New fitted Central Heating Systems

+ Landlord Gas Salety Certificates (CP12)

Electrical

« New consumer unils supplied and fitted

* All emergency breakdowns * Power tripping

* New lighting + Additional sockets
+ Faulty sockets * Rawiring

+ Dutdoor lighting/sockets

Building

+ Extension work

« Alterations

» Conservalories

+ Fascias and Soffits

+ Driveways, paths and patios
* Double glazing

Prices
Boiler Service - £49 + VAT plus £10 for every additional appliance I

Tel No: 01772 704530 Mobile: 07941 554730 Fax No:
01772 798801

Address: K & M Maintenance Services Lid,

Unit 8A, Electron Mill, Brook Street, Preston PR1 7NH
More information: www.kmmaintenance.co.uk
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Years Service
to Youth

ext spring, we expect Pope Francis to publish what |
believe will be the first ever church document on youth. It
will be the culmination of a process begun a couple of years
ago when the Pope asked the Synod of Bishops, meeting
in October 2018, to consider Youth, Faith and Vocational
Discernment.The Pope’s Apostolic Exhortation will be his
conclusions drawn from the meeting of bishops.

Preparations for the Synod, a meeting of bishops from around
the world, began with a process of consultation. Pope Francis
wanted the bishops, the Synod Fathers, to consider the
experiences of young people from around the world today and
address how the church accompanies them in their lives. Many
young people in our schools and colleges took part in surveys
preparing for the Synod, and we were represented at national
gatherings of young people, which in turn fed into gatherings in
Rome of young people from around the world.

The breadth and depth of consultation echoes a theme that
seems certain to be central to Pope Francis’ exhortation —
Listening. In his homily for Mass at the closing of the Synod,
Pope Francis said:

({4

I would like to say to the young people, in the name of
all of us adults: forgive us if often we have not listened
to you, if, instead of opening our hearts, we have filled
your ears. As Christ’s Church, we want to listen to you
with love.

9

e the Synod Fathers now address you, young people of

the world, with a word of hope, trust and consolation.
In these days, we have gathered together to hear the voice
of Jesus, “the eternally young Christ”, and to recognize in Him
your many voices, your shouts of exultation, your cries, and
your moments of silence.

We are familiar with your inner searching, the joys and hopes,
the pain and anguish that make up your longings. Now we want
you to hear a word from us: we wish to be sharers in your joy,

so that your expectations may come to life. We are certain that
with your enthusiasm for life, you will be ready to get involved so
that your dreams may be realized and take shape in your history.
Our weaknesses should not deter you; our frailties and sins
must not be an obstacle for your trust. The Church is your
mother; she does not abandon you; she is ready to accompany
you on new roads, on higher paths where the winds of the

Spirit blow stronger — sweeping away the mists of indifference,
superficiality and discouragement.

When the world that God so loved, that he gave us his only Son,
Jesus, is focused on material things, on short-term successes,
on pleasures, and when the world crushes the weakest, you
must help it to rise up again and to turn its gaze towards love,
beauty, truth and justice once more. For a month, we have
walked together with some of you and with many others who
have been united to us through prayer and affection. We wish to
continue the journey now in every part of the earth where the
Lord Jesus sends us as missionary disciples.The Church and the
world urgently need your enthusiasm. Be sure to make the most
fragile people, the poor and those wounded by life your traveling
companions.

You are the present; be a brighter future.
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The Youth
Service

Connection

he Youth Service Connection is a new group

that has been founded to both reconnect peo-
ple to the Youth Service and Castlerigg Manor, and
also to keep people connected once they have had
that ‘Castlerigg experience’

Over the years the youth service has had hundreds of
volunteers and staff, and thousands of young people
have passedthroughthe doors of Castlerigg or joined
the youth service on pilgrimages to Lourdes, World
Youth Day and many more. All in, Castlerigg Manor
and the Youth Service have had an impact on an
untold number of lives.

The Youth Service Connection aims to keep people in
touch and enable them to be involved in the work of
the Youth Service. Whether this be through helping
us fund raise, joining us on volunteer days, speaking
passionately in your parish or simply joining us for a
reunion; we want you to be connected.

Bridget Teasdale, who was previously on the team as
both a volunteer and a retreat leader, wants to stay
connected. She said: “l want to be connected because
the Youth Service has been a huge part of my life. |
really learned about my faith through pilgrimages to

Lourdes, Rome and World Youth Day and | grew so much
as a person whilst | was a volunteer on the Castlerigg
team. Just because | don’t work there any more doesn’t
mean | don’t want to be involved. | love going back and
visiting and always want to help where | can.”

Tom Woods, from Fleetwood has joined the youth
service on many pilgrimages to both Lourdes and

to World Youth Day. Tom says he wants to stay
connected because: “I've met so many great friends
by coming to Lourdes with the Youth Service and | even
met my fiancé on the World Youth Day Pilgrimage to
Krakow. Even though | can’t attend everything the Youth
Service does right now I still want to be connected
because it has been a massive part of who | am today.”

The Youth Service Connection hopes to run
volunteer days at Castlerigg, fundraise for the Youth
Service, keep people up to date with plans and host
reunions for everyone who has been involved over
the years.

IFyou want to reconnect with the Youth Service
and be involved in making our vision a reality in the
future, then please let us know by contacting us at
connection®castleriggmanor.co.uk

+++ DONATE +++ DONATE +++ DONATE +++ DONATE +++

M any of you will have been generous in your support for the Youth Service through the special
collection on National Youth Sunday, the Feast of Christ the King. We are very grateful for all

the support we receive. If you would consider making a monthly gift, this would allow us to plan our
finances better and reach out to more young people. Visit www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/donate for more
information and to set up regular giving, or phone 017687 72711.
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7th-9th December — Advent Retreat

Our Advent Retreat is a great opportunity for young people
(year 9+) to come away for the weekend and reflect on Christ’s
coming before all the busyness of Christmas. See our website for
more info and bookings.

2nd March - Flame

The diocese will be taking groups from schools and parishes to
this national gathering of 10,000 young Catholics at Wembley
Arena. An amazing opportunity to experience our shared faith
alongside so many others. Aimed at young people in year 10+.

25th July - 3rd August - Lourdes

We have just confirmed the details for our pilgrimage next
summer. The Youth Section will travel over land to join the
diocesan pilgrimage in Lourdes. Each year the service offered
by young people makes it possible for others to make this
pilgrimage, but it is also a moment of grace for the young
people, spending time in this holy place. Open to young people
in year 10+, £595. Bookings are also open for the main (adult)
section of the pilgrimage, and we are looking for adults to work
with the Youth Section.

For more information about all of the above, and for bookings,
please see the What’s On section of our website:

www.castleriggmanor.co.uk/new-events/

MEAR

Est. 1802

We are one of the largest family owned
flooring retailers in the North West of England

Massive showroom open to the public
Mon-5at 9am-5.30pm Sun 10am-4pm

Large selection of room size remnants

_._.iiu,l_.-_!!"
S "..’--"'j?
1

H Mears ( Furnishers) Ltd
The Oaks Business Park, Longridge Road,
Ribbleton, Preston, Lancashire PR2 5BQ
Tel 01772 701033
Fax 01772 653646

To advertise please contact
Charlotte on 07932 248225

or email charlotter@cathcom.org
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This year’s Light up a Life Services of celebration...
= Sunday 2nd December, 4.00pm

St Mary's RC Church,Victoria Road, Ulverston
= Thursday |3th December, 6.30pm

St Pauls Church, Hawcoat Lane, Barrow In Furness

Sunday I:G#I De 30pm

To dedicate a light to someone special this Christmas
visit any of our St Mary’s Hospice shops or by visiting
our website www.stmaryshospice.org.uk 01229 580305.

Regetizrmtt Charity P ST

or nearly a thousand years, pilgrims

have been making theirway to a
small village in Norfolk to the Marian
Shrine of Walsingham, which is believed
to be the oldest shrine to Our Lady in
the World. The origins date back to
1061.

Almost nothing remains of the medieval
pilgrimage site. There is a small chapel
(Slipper Chapel) and a single stone arch

of what had been the priory, all else was
destroyed at the time of the Reformation.
It was a particularly special moment on
our pilgrimage when Bishop Paul met
with the Franciscan friars who have
returned in community to Walsingham
for the first time in 480 years. They hear
confessions, say Mass, assist at the shrine
daily and in the village. Deo Gratias.

As with all Marian Shrines they start with
an Apparition of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
Walsingham is no different. Our Lady
appeared to a noblewoman Richeldis de
Faverches in a series of visions, during
which Richeldis was shown the house of

ishop Paul Swarbrick with

Canon Adrian Towers and Canon
Peter Heart welcomes Sisters of the
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
Assa Zacharias and Gishamole Joseph
from India to the Diocese.

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

Nazareth where the Archangel Gabriel
announced the news of Christ’s birth.
Our Lady requested that a replica of the
house be built in Walsingham, which
would come to be known as the Holy
House. Up to 1538 Walsingham was one
of the great shrines in Christendom. The
Rector Mgr Armitage said; ‘If you go to
Nazareth and you stand in front of the Holy
House in Nazareth, if you look up, you’ll see
different images of the shrines to Our Lady
around the world and the first one that is
displayed there, is the shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham.

Walsingham is a place of pilgrimage, an
expression of the incarnation. Here, in a
particular moment in history something
of God happened.

Join the Diocese, led by Bishop Paul
Swarbrick, on Pilgrimage to Walsingham
in 2019. Monday 23rd September to
Friday 27th September. Details will be in
parishes in the New Year. Limited places
are available, so book early to avoid
disappointment. Paul Briers

They are here to start the Eucharistic
Adoration at St. Mary’s Church, Lea Town.

We extend a very warm welcome to the
Sisters and pray for their special ministry
in our midst.
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t. Joseph’s, Cockermouth and Our

Lady’s in Keswick came together
with visitors and partners to celebrate
Creation Time by undertaking a
pilgrimage to St. Bega’s Church on the
shores of Bassenthwaite Lake.

People walked, cycled and took the bus
to share in an ecumenical service in
which they praised God for the Earth,
our common home; recognised our
responsibility for all creation, especially
for those people most affected by
global warming; and renewed their
personal commitments to do more to
reduce harmful impacts. Co-ordinated
by the St. Joseph’s Parish Live Simply
Group the event, which included quiet
prayer and enthusiastic unaccompanied
singing, could become an annual event.
Fr. Tom Singleton, who serves both
Parishes, can be seen on the left of the

group standing outside St. Bega’s.

Creation Time, runs from 1 September
to the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi 4
October and is a time when Christians
throughout the world reaffirm their
personal commitment to be stewards of
creation, to thank God for the wonderful
world he has given us, to implore his
help for the protection of creation and
pardon for the sins committed against
the Earth. St. Bega was an Irish princess
who fled across the Irish Sea to Cumbria
to avoid forced marriage to a Viking
prince, coming ashore at St. Bees. The
atmospheric pre-Norman Church is

set in fields at the foot of Skiddaw. The
peace and isolation show why this was a
favoured spot for a holy hermitage. We
are grateful to the Binsey Team of the
Anglican Diocese for allowing us to use
their church for this event. P. Leonard
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.. The Staff, Governors and Pupils/Students of the following Schools would like to wish
readers of The Catholic Voice a Happy and Holy Christmas

Christ the King
Catholic High School
Lawrence Avenue, Frenchwood.,

Preston PRI 4PR
Headteacher Mr D Callagher

Tel: (01772) 252072 Fax: (01772) BE5674
Email: reception@ ctk Jancs schauk
Web: http://www.ctk Jancs.sch.uk

St Peter’s Catholic

Primary School
Norfolk Hoad, Lytham FY8 4JG

Headteacher: Mrs Heyes

Tel: 01253 734658
E: head@st-peters-pri.lancs.sch.uk

Our Lady and St. Patrick’s Catholic
Primary School
Ennsrdals Road * Margert » Cumbria = CAS BHN
| 000 BISe? . ‘ﬁw-pﬂﬂr-wlmhuh-l
Wbnite www si-pat-marypord cambria sch ul

Headtasdhur bes ) Hamgaen
Aanafant Head Me H Lang

ST. MARY’S
CATHOLIC ACADEMY

St. Walburga’'s Road,
Blackpool, FY3 7EQ

Headteacher: Mr Simon Eccles
Tel: 01253 396286 I DY e
Email: admin@st-mary.blackpool.sch.uk L. e A ==

Cardinal Allen
Catholic High School

Melbourne Avenue, Fleetwood
FY7 BAY

Headteacher : Andrew Cafferkey

Tel : 01253 872659
E-mail ; head@cardinalallen.co.uk

Together in One Body
CORPUS CHRISTI
CATHOLIC
HIGH SCHOOL

Headteacher: Mr David Hubbard

St Vincent's Road, Fulwood, Preston PR2 8QY
01772 716912 | admin@ccc.lancs.sch.uk

www.ccc.lancs.sch.uk

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School
Garitang Road, Fulwood, Preston PRZ EAD
stplum.co,uk
For boys and girls aged 2 - 11

OPEN
DAY

Saturday
2nd February 2019
1pm - 4pm

Tours of the school can
be arranged by calling
01772 719937 or
01772 713630.

A private bus service is available
with several pick-up points for
pupils living along the route from
Lancaster and Leyland

e Y
AUSTIN FRIARS
Etterby Scaur,
Carlisle CA3 9PB
Headteacher
Mr Matthew Harris

office@ austinfriars.cumbria.sch.uk
Tel: 01228 528042

Our Lady’s Catholic High School

St Anthony’s Drive, Fulwood, Preston,
Lancashire PR2 3SQ
Headteacher: Mr Nigel Ranson
Tel: 01772 326900
Email: admin@olchs.lancs.sch.uk
Web: http://www.olchs.lancs.sch.uk

@ STONYHURST

Leading Catholic, Co-educational
Boarding and Day School
for 3-18 year olds
Clitheroe, Lancashire BB7 9PZ
Headteacher
Mr John Browne
Tel 01254 827073
Website: www.stonyhurst.ac.uk

Py
s s 1
ESUIT

SCHOOLE

Thinking of becoming a teacher?
The Preston based Catholic Teaching Alliance
(CTA) is a partnership between 56 Catholic
primary and secondary schools and post-16
colleges led by Our Lady’s Catholic High School
with a shared vision and commitment to providing
first class, professional development for trainee
teachers, practising teachers and school leaders.

Contact: 01772 326931
Email: CTAschooldirect@olchs.lancs.sch.uk

HEADTEACHERS — If you would like to support
the Catholic Voice and promote your school to
Catholic families in the area please contact
Charlotte on 07932 248225 or email
charlotter@cathcom.org
to book your school advert



8 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + December 2018

IMPACT on Retreat
at Castlerigg Manor

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School
Community Award

(Bursary Fund)

A Community Award is available as follows:

Applications are welcome for any child who would be eligible for
entry from Reception to Year 6 inclusive, as of 15 September 2019.

All applicants, irrespective of age, will be
required to take an academic assessment at the School.

The Community Award is subject to a financial means test -
however, the bursary allows up to 85% remission of tuition fees.

The Community Award will be entirely
at the discretion of the governing body.

To receive an information pack and application form
please contact Mrs Cross (School Bursar) on 01772 713630.

CLOSING DATE:
Completed documentation must be received by:
5pm Thursday 20" December 2018

We are an independent co-educational day school for boys and girls aged
2-11, accommodated on a 4.5 acre site including sporting facilities,
with a private bus service running from Lancaster and Leyland.

St Pius X Catholic Preparatory School
Oak House - 200 Garstang Road - Fulwood - Preston - PR2 8RD
Tel: 01772 719937/713630 Fax: 01772 787535
Email: enquiries@st-piusx.lancs.sch.uk Website: www.stpiusx.co.uk

FRIDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2018

We were picked up from Our Lady’s St
Edward’s, Preston and set off on our
journey to Castlerigg, Keswick. On arrival
at Keswick, at 7:15pm, we were given
our room numbers and were told the
emergency procedures and then we went
and got settled into our rooms. We had a
bit of spare time before we went in for a
buffet meal at 7:45pm which Castlerigg
had kindly made for us. It was lovely and
once we had finished, we had some time
to ourselves before we met in the Main
Lounge. We discussed the theme for

the weekend, ‘Sharing Voices’. We heard
about the Youth Achievement Award

we could complete over the weekend.
Afterwards, we had some social time
where we could chat, play table tennis
and chill. 11pm was reflection time in
the chapel which was beautifully led

by Lydia Pearson and Niamh McNulty.
Their chosen theme was confusion as

it was a relatable topic for the majority
of people there and we could have our
own thoughts and feelings about the
topic. They included music, discussion
and allowed time for our own private
thoughts which was a great way to get us
involved and think about our own lives.
This was one of the best reflections | had
been in so I'd like to say thank you to
Lydia and Niamh for delivering that to us.

SATURDAY 20TH OCTOBER

Saturday soon arrived and we met in the
Dining Hall for breakfast. Breakfast was

a combination of toast, porridge and
cereal and everyone seemed to be fairly
awake which was quite surprising! We
started our morning in the same way we
ended it on Friday night, with a reflection.
We discussed what happened on Friday
night and what we were hoping for in

the weekend ahead of us. We had got
into small groups and made a list of five
things that each group wanted to achieve
orwanted to stick to over the weekend
and of course the most important one
was to have fun!

In the first workshop we started off by
playing a game called ‘the sun shines on’
which was a great introduction as it woke
people up a bit and got people ready for
the rest of their workshop. The game
went down really well. This was followed
by going around the group and everyone
introducing themselves with either a
song or a film that described them. We
learnt everyone’s names and this was

a good way to get to know people a bit
better. The next part of their workshop,
again, involved getting to know one
another better. We each got handed a
piece of paper and we had to write down
5 things that described our personality or
the things we liked, without giving away

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

our physical appearance. These then all
got muddled up and we got someone
else’s given back to us. Going around the
circle, we read them out and we had to
guess who we think it was about. Some
of them we got right and some we didn’t
which meant we had learnt something
new about someone in the group. To end
their workshop, we had a debate. This
debate was about whether education

is really that important. People sat at
different sides of the rooms and we had a
debate about what was more important.
This linked in really well with the theme
of ‘Sharing Voices and was really brilliant
to see everyone getting involved and
voicing their opinions.

The first workshop was followed by social
time for halfan hour and then Bismah
Ballout and Maisie Bamber led their
workshop. The girls had the theme of
‘mental health and wellbeing’ which is
something they feel strongly about and
are involved in with Terry Mattinson. The
name of their project is ‘Thinking Out
Loud’ and they began by telling us what
mental health is and how it links in with
‘Sharing Voices’. They said that by raising
awareness, it helps people to be heard
and reach out to get help and support
and it makes mental health to be easier
to talk about. Together, they had put
together a questionnaire about wellbeing
and the support we get in/from school.

This was completely anonymous and
100% independent. This was fantastic
as it gave us the chance to be honest,
say what we really think and to have our
own personal thoughts and feelings

on the topic. This was then collected

in and we got back into our groups we
wrote down what wellbeing is, what we
think of wellbeing and how we can raise
awareness about it. We all came back
together and Bismah recorded all the
ideas we had to offer. To conclude, we
watched a touching video about anti-
bullying and suicide. We discussed the
video and how we can be a life-saver by
simply being kind to others. This was an
absolutely wonderful workshop and |
think that a lot of people really absorbed
the information and have taken a lot
away with them around the theme of
mental health and wellbeing. I'd like to
thank Bismah and Maisie for trying to
make a difference and for allowing us to
have our say in the support given from
schools.

Lunch followed soon after the workshop
ended. Castlerigg had prepared delicious
chicken burgers for us. Soon after lunch,
we all got our coats and some of us went
on a walk before we all met up and visited
Keswick. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed it
and came back buzzing with huge smiles
and plenty of bags!
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Father Mark Connolly, Assistant National
Chaplain for YCW/Impact groups, then
came in to help us prepare some prayers
for Mass. One group were given the
theme of thanking God, another group
were given the theme of saying sorry to
God and the third group were given the
theme of asking God. We had to write
prayers underneath those themes and we
would offer them up to God in the Chapel.

We then went into Mass celebrated by
Father Mark. A thought provoking time.
We were each given a small crucifix to
walk up, one by one, and place next to the
big crucifixin front of the altar. Our group
prayers were offered up at different parts
of the Mass and we had the chance to
light a candle and place them around the
crucifixes and we remembered someone
close to us, whom we loved.

After Mass we had our evening meal of
fish, chips and peas and then we had a
little bit of free time. Free time didn’t
last too long as we had a fantastic Arts
workshop lined up. There were loads of
materials, accessories and of course,
ideas, of what we could make. We
gathered the materials we needed and
set off to our own places around the
room and made whatever creation we
wanted to make. There were materials
for everything! People had made joy
jars, paintings, inspiration boards and
so much more! Everybody had brought
their creativity with them!! A great free
thinking workshop which allowed us to be
independent and not have to follow set
instructions like we do most of the time.

Later we had a disco in the Games Room
and social time (or as Terry liked to call

it, ‘social tim’) until 10:45. This was the
point where people began to interact
and become bonded with those who
they didn’t know before. Amidst all the
partying and socialising there were also
being undertaken. The interviews were
recorded and involved most people,
youth and youth leaders involved in the
weekend. The recordings are going to
be put over the top of a digital film that
is going to be made about the weekend.
Fingers crossed it turns out okay! Also,
many thanks to all those who took part
in this and answered the questions as
honestly as possible.

11pm was reflection time again and this
was being led by Niamh Holliday, Eden
Turley, Marcus Kay, Tom Kay, Rebecca
Helm, Ella Holliday and myself. Our

main focus of the reflection was all the
topics we had covered over the course

of the weekend. We each said prayers

to do with ‘Sharing Voices’ and mental
health and we thought about the topic
of refugees which we would be looking at
the day after. Overall, it had been a lovely,

eye-opening day and we had all made
relationships that would really last! Thank
you to all those who led workshops and
everyone who took part!

SUNDAY 21ST OCTOBER

Castlerigg made us a cooked breakfast
of sausages, beans and potato waffles
with cereal and porridge. Like Saturday,
breakfast was followed by a reflection on
the weekend we had had so far and the
last few hours we had ahead of us. The
first workshop concentrated on refugees.

We listened to an account of a refugee
which was an eye-opener to the world
around us and how we don’t really know
what is going on in other people’s lives
or their past. We then did a true or false
game with facts about refugees.

Then, a ‘would you rather’ game as if we
were refugees and this really showed us
how hard it was for them and what sort of
decisions they had to make. To conclude,
we got into small groups and went on

a pretend journey as a refugee. We had
to decide on the 5 things we would take
with us and along the way, we had to
leave people behind as some died and
for others, there was no room for them
on the small boat. This tested our self-
control as to what we took and what we
didn’t and we had to put others before
ourselves.

We then had a break before another
workshop which helped people to
communicate to one another. We did
team games where the whole team had
to work together in order for there to be a
good or the correct outcome. This linked
in with ‘Sharing Voices’ because it meant
that we all had to work together and
share our voices for there to be a good or
correct outcome.

We had a roast dinner for lunch followed
by a bowl of ice cream. Then, we got our
bags and loaded them onto the buses
and off we went back home.

Over the weekend, we had learnt so,

so much from each other and from
ourselves. The weekend brought so much
to each of us either as a group or as
individuals. Our eyes have been opened
to new things that we hadn’t realised,
seen or been aware of before.

I’d like to say thank you to everybody for
making this weekend a truly special one
and one that | will remember, thank you
to all the new friends | made and a huge
thankyou to all the staff and leaders,
especially to Terry Mattinson for making
the whole thing possible!
Hallie Brady, Year 10.
Our Lady’s Catholic High School, Preston
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Our Lady’s Catholic College
Sixth Form

Open Evening

10th January 2019 6.30pm to 8.00pm
All welcome

Morecambe Road, Lancaster, LA1 2RX
Headteacher:Mrs Helen Seddon

Tel: 01524 66689
email: main@olec.lancs.sch.uk
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T@Wray Brothers Monumental

» Memorials » Renovations « Lettering = Murble » Granite
= Slate » Stone of all Kinds, colour & designs =
Wray Brothers are long established monumental masons
highly regarded for quality of their workmanship and
personal service. Traditional Hand Cut
Leters

Proprietors: . A. Edwards,
M. A. Edwards, G, Edwards

Gla Layton Road, Layvton,
Blackpool FY3 BEB
Tel/Fax: 01253 392620

REDSCAR

FUNERAL HOME

Personal attention « 24 hours a day
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Largest, privately owned fleet of Jaguar
hearses & limousines in the area

110 Longridge Rd. Ribbleton, Preston PR2 6RL

Tel: 01772 796669

([SELF STORAGE)

Secure Units Available
Sizes To Suit All Needs
Competitive Rates
From as little as £§ per
week
Open 7 Days

Also Caravan/Car/Boat Storage

Curly Tail Storage, Park Lane,

Forton
Tel: 01524 791837
\ www.curlytailstorage.co.uk )
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Who cares for our
SICK AND RETIRED PRIESTS

- Annual collection (last Sunday in October)
- Donations and Legacies gratefully received

Our advertisers are great
supporters of the
Lancaster Voice,

so please help them
by supporting their
businesses
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Faith and Light is a Christian
association that includes people
with learning disabilities or learning
difficulties, their Families and friends.

Faith and Light is made up of local Faith
and Light communities. These are groups
that meet regularly, usually every month,
for these three things:

. Friendship
. Worship
. Celebration

Most groups meet in churches. Faith and
Light is ecumenical. Our communities are
based in different churches - Anglican,

Catholic, Methodist, Church of Scotland
and others.

On the feast of the Presentation of Our
Lord on Saturday 2nd February 2019 at
2pm we will come together with Bishop
Paul Swarbrick for Mass in Our Lady Star
of the Sea, St Annes-On-Sea.

Faith and Light North West invites people
with a learning disability, their friends
and families to join us in the celebration
of our Patronal feast of Candlemas We
also want to celebrate the gifts of people
with disability to the Church.

Afterwards there will be tea and cake in

the Parish centre and the chance to find
out a bit more about the stories of Faith
& Light and LArche —inspired by Jean
Vanier and Marie Helene Mathieu

Everyone is welcome. Please contact
janepmrobinson@virginmedia.com if
you plan to come- this way we make sure
there is enough cake! Jane Robinson

Fr Gerry Dunn was ordained to the
priesthood on 13July 1958 and died
in October 2018 he was a greatly loved
priest of our Diocese. The Catholic Voice
breaks with the tradition of a formal
obituary to allow some young voices

to be heard as to how Fr Gerry inspired
them in their faith.

Since starting Cardinal Allen High School
Fleetwood in year 7, | can say with all
certainty that everyone loved to see Fr.
Gerry. We especially enjoyed the times
when we would stop and talkin the
corridors and have the odd conversation
with him. He would always make us
smile and it was always lovely to see him
leading the morning Masses. He brought
us so much joy.

After joining the chaplaincy team in
year 11 after our Castlerigg Retreat

from school we got to know Fr Gerry a
bit more. He was the sweetest person
and always loved being involved with us
young people and always wanted us to
join in. He really helped us with our faith
and he was never afraid of spreading the
Catholic faith with anyone especially us
the younger community.

Through my involvement in the
chaplaincy | could see that being the
Chaplain of the school meant a lot to
him. After Fr Gerry got really unwell

we went to see him in the care home

with Canon Alf Hayes and Trisha from
Castlerigg. It was really nice to visit him,
we took him homemade cake and biscuits
and he called us all his ‘little treasures’.
And it was really nice to find out later on
that the visit meant a lot to him. Fr Gerry
will be missed by many however he is now
reunited with Our Father in heaven and
will always be watching down on us. We
know he is at peace.

Ellie St Wulstans and St Edmunds, former
pupil of Cardinal Allen.

Fr Gerry. Wow, where do | begin. He

was the heart and soul of the Faith in
Cardinal Allen when | first joined in 2013.
He always put so much effort into the
morning Mass and go out of his way to
make it enjoyable for all.

As this year went on, Fr Gerry clearly

struggled with his health. But, he’d still
be ready to attend Mass if he possibly
could! This showed the whole of Cardinal
Allen, from teachers to pupils, no matter
how hard something may be, faith will
always be by your side.

Throughout his work with the school and
by the time | and others got to the end
of Year 10, beginning of Year 11 Fr Gerry
inspired us to become Pupil Chaplain’s.

During the rush of Year 11 and just before
Exam Season, the Pupil Chaplain team
decided to pay Fr Gerry a visit at his care
home. We went with cake, cake and

even more cake -because Fr Gerry was
known for his love of cake! Fr Gerry was
overwhelmed by our visit. We went into
the tea room for cake and drinks and he
was telling everyone along the corridor
who we were and he said to one of the
lovely carers... “These are my treasures”.
This small phrase will remain a big part in
all of our hearts.

Rest in Peace Fr Gerry. And thank you for
the help and memories of Cardinal Allen
Catholic High School, Fleetwood.

Courtney, St Wulstans and St Edmunds
parish, former pupil of Cardinal Allen

Eternal rest grant unto Fr Gerry O Lord
and let perpetual light shine upon him.
May he rest in peace. Amen.
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WDY Youth Group meets the ‘Little Zoo’

Wicked Dynamic Youth learnt a little
about creation at a special event
at St Clare’s, Preston. Gemma from
‘Little ZooTo You’ delivered a wonderful
session all about animals. The session
included facts and information about
animals and how we can help them.
Ouryoung people had the pleasure of
holding the creatures and getting

a closer look at them!

The first animal to be introduced to the
group was a cockroach. Cockroaches

are one of the cleanest animals on earth
but most people assume they are dirty
because they are found in places where
there is dirt and rubbish. Cockroaches
can eat almost everything apart from a
few metals that they don’t have any eyes
so cannot see. They have super-sensitive
antennae and they are extremely fast - if
they were the size of a human they would
probably outrun us!

The next creature Millie the millipede.
Millie, along with other millipedes, eats
any fallen leaves from the trees and then
the leaves come out when she gets rid
of her waste materials as a fertiliser. This
fertiliser helps the trees around her to
grow which results in more leaves for
Millie to eat and then the cycle repeats,
a bit like a life cycle. Another interesting
fact is that the millipede has over 100
legs and there is no other way to describe
the feel of her legs apart from “peculiar”

”)

and “like a toothbrush™

Next came Prince Charming the Tree
Frog. Prince Charming’s natural habitat is
the rainforest and therefore, is adapted
for hot climates. If Prince Charming

was in the rainforest, (s)he would spend
most of his time in a tree but (s)he has
the ability to camouflage. The colours
go from a dark, dark brown to a really
bright green and as Prince Charming
has no other way to defend him (her)self,
this camouflage is the only protection
for this little frog. The big secret about
Prince Charming is that he was actually
a she but this wasn’t identified until

she was around five years old and Little
Zoo realised she didn’t croak like a male
would by that age. Deforestation has a
big impact on Tree Frogs and therefore,
they need looking after!

The fourth animal was an animal that
runs like the wind and is so fast it could
even beat a hare in arace! Gizmo is

a Hermann'’s tortoise and like Prince
Charming, she has the name of a boy
but was only discovered to be a girl later

after she had been named Gizmo. This
was determined by Gizmo’s tail. If Gizmo
was a male, her tail would be longer but
her tail was shorter which meant she
was female. Gizmo will grow up to only
be around the size of a dinner plate so
she won’t be huge! Gizmo enjoys a bath
and is given a bath to keep her hydrated
and to make sure she is getting enough
water to drink. Many people think that a

tortoise can’t feel you when you touch its’

shell but that is not the case. A tortoise
can feel you when you touch its shell
because that is part of its body and a
tortoises spine is attached to the other
side of the shell.

Finally it was Freddy’s turn. Freddy is a
ferret who was actually brought along for
his cuteness! Ferrets are carnivores which
means they only eat meat. Male ferrets
are known are known as hobs and female

ferrets are called jills. In the wild, hobs
and jills mate around March or April and
after 35 to 45 days, the jill will give birth
to around six babies. These babies are
called kits and they stay in their burrows
for around 42 days and when the autumn
comes, the ferrets can leave their mother.
At around one year old, they become
mature and independent enough to have
their own litter. In captivity, ferrets can
live for around 12 years.

Overall it was a wonderful evening and
everyone said they would love to do it
again! Many interesting and new facts
were learnt.

The whole Youth Group want to say a
huge thankyou to ‘Little Zoo’ for coming
to deliver a lovely session and informative
session which hopefully will help us look
after these magnificent ceatures.

Advertisement for Director of Heritage Centre
Nottingham, England

Overall purpose:
Management and development
of Heritage Centre

WILLIAM HOUGHTON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

An Independent Catholic Family Firm

Serving our community for over 100 years

259 Garstang Road, Fulwood, PR2 9XL
@I Tel: 01772 788020

' www.williamhoughtonfunerals.co.uk

- J.1.Byrne

Quallf' ed Independent
Family Funeral Directors

Funerals rsunul
Mr ﬁhn Bma!mdnw MgFg
85 Victoria Road East,
Thornton Cleveleys, Lancashire FY5 5BU
Telephone: (01253) 863022 or

1 Beach Road, Westview, Fleetwood FY7 BPS
Telephone: {D‘Iiﬂi 776281
Website: www.jtbyrne.co.uk
Parsonal service and advice day and night

Martin's

The Funeral Directors

188, Tulketh Brow, Ashton-on-Ribble, Preston

1, Stonebridge Parade, Preston Road, Longridge
Tel. 01772-733007 or 01772-782121
Proprietor W. Martin Wootton

Dedicated and Blessed Chapels of Rest

Golden Charter Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

The complete funeral service
from a private family owned
and run firm

The Little Company of Mary (LCM) is an International Congregation of Religious women,
founded by the Venerable Mary Potter in Nottingham, England in 1877. We invite
applications for a Director for the Heritage Centre in Nottingham. The role is required to
ensure the provision of a unique, innovative and interactive service thal honours the legacy
of Mary Potter and the Sisters of the Little Company of Mary. The centre opened in 2010,
is home 1o the artefacts of the LCM and provides an interactive experience journeying with
the Founder, Vienerable Mary Potter. The centre depicts the life and spirituality of the
founder as she began the LCM in Hyson Green, Nottingham and how the story continues
to the present day. It provides space for individuals, local and international groups to meet
with guides and avail of the experience.

The successful applicant will:

+ Promote the life and vision of Mary Potter and the Mission and Spirituality of the LCM
by working on projects and programmes that will assist the LCM to further develop
the Centre.

* Be accountable for the day to day operations of the Heritage Cenitre and work with
LCM Sisters on future programmes and opportunities.

= Ensure effective and efficient operation of the Heritage Centre, is responsible for the
overall monitoring of planned maintenance, staff and resources inclusive of budgeting.

« Further develop the Heritage Centre by means of networking and promoting the
Heritage Centre locally and internationally.

Hours of employment: 35-37.5 hours per week with flexibility.
Salary Package: Commensurate with experience

Method of application: Initial enquires to the Province Leader to request a Position
Description via e-mail at Icm.ef@btinternel.com or via the website at
www.lcmsisters.org.uk

Applications close: 17 December 2018 at 5.00 pm

Interviews: Week commencing Monday 28 January 2019

FUNERAL SERVICE LT DN

David Pope dip.FD MBIED
Funeral Director

A fresh and
modern
approach t
uneral
planning

42 Clifton Street
Lytham

FY8 SEW

Tel. 01253 733909
www lythamfuneralservice.co.uk
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tella Matufina is situated just minutes away from Faihaven Lake,
Ansdell shops and Lytham Windmill

We provide a homely, caring atmosphere,
and privacy.

respecting your individuality, dignity

* Short/long term and respite care

= Overlooking the sea

= Set in extensive grounds

= Comfortable communal rooms

= All bedrooms single and en-suite

= Home cooked food (all diets catered for)

= Range of activities and outings

= Caring and experienced staff (99% NVQ) qualified)

Call on us at anytime for a viewing or ring for further details

Stella Matutina Care Home
16 Clifton Drive

Ansdell
Lytham S5t Annes
FY8 5RQ
&w Manager— Dawn Ward ( ‘N}
Tel: 01253 734834 S

K KKK email: manager@scjm.org

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE

s part of the celebrations to

mark the centenary of the WW1
Armistice, the parish of St Francis’,
Hill Chapel, Goosnargh held a
commemorative exhibition in October.

Nine parishioners were killed fighting
in the war; a very high number from
this small rural parish. A number were
employed as attendants at the nearby
Whittingham Hospital, or Asylum as it
was then known, but all worshiped at
the church and some were baptised,
attended the school and then married
at The Hill. Eight of them are named
on the war memorial which stands in
the churchyard and has recently been
repaired and renovated thanks to a
grant of £1,500 from the War
Memorials Trust.

Recent research was carried out to
discover more about their lives and family
backgrounds, where they fought and how
they were killed. Prior to the war one man
played semi-professional football for
Preston North End, another was a clogger
or shoe maker, a couple were professional
soldiers, one a farmer and another a
mosaic fixer.

Each soldier had a special themed
display at the exhibition containing their
biography, floral displays and artefacts

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk
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Hill Chapel
Remembered
WW1

Lest We Forget

linked to their former occupations. A
period Expeditionary Force Canteen (EFC)
café served hot drinks and food and

the history of the conflict, war poems
and WW1 artefacts were on display. On
Friday the school band gave a concert

of WW1 tunes accompanied by the very
enthusiastic choir. Other pupils had
written poems and short pieces of drama
illustrating the misery and pain of conflict
on this scale.

Great War images, created by the
congregation of Chester Cathedral, were
brought together with the parish’s own
Stations of the Cross to recall the journey
made by those who gave their lives for
this country’s freedom during the

Great War.

Visitors were invited to ‘spiritually’ walk
the way of the cross using The Hill's own
Stations and the 12 WW1 photographs
which were displayed under them on the
church walls. The images brought to life
the sacrifice and stories made by men
and women a hundred years ago and
help to identify with Christ’s suffering in
humanity at war today.

The exhibition helped to bring this lively
vibrant parish community, church,
school and village together as one
caring family. Mike Bryan



www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

December 2018 + The Catholic Voice of Lancaster + 13

dvent is a time a time of hope and

expectation. As we look forward
to celebrating once again the birth of
Jesus, it is timely to reflect on the type
of world and culture that our young
people will inherit.

Many in the West now consider religion
to be irrelevant because success has
become the focus of life. Concepts of
community and of service are off the
radar of people brought up on the cult of
individualism. At the same time our world
faces unprecedented environmental
threats. These twin challenges to our
young people have a common cause - we
have come to consider ourselves to be

at the centre of everything. In doing so,
we have come to think of things (and
sometimes people) as commodities to be
bought, sold or just got rid of without
thought of the consequences.

Craig Lodge
Family House
of Prayer

Betreat Yoursel

Parish groups, Families,

young pe‘:opie clcrﬂy

a!i wch:omf:‘

otland PA33 1AR

www.crall_glocfge.org

Our political leaders even measure our
nation’s success by how much we spend
rather than by our well-being! Success
is measured in terms of wealth and
status rather than being at peace with
ourselves, our God and our neighbour.
People in jobs associated with the
exercise of power or the accruing of
wealth are considered much more
successful than those who give their lives
in the service of others. It is a warped
view, putting money before value.

This relentless search for material
success is the underlying driver for the
environmental crisis. We want more
goods, more exotic holidays and more
convenience, whilst companies source
ever greater profits, irrespective of
whether forests are destroyed; the sea
polluted; the climate changed; the
morals and mental health of our children

JOE WALSH TOURS

2019 PILGRIMAGES

CUJUOURJE
EARLY BOOKING OFFER

Recive E100 off per person if you
pay in full before December 3™ 2018

» T night pilgrimages from
April - October 2019
From various airports across the UK
Breakfast & evening meal served daily
Staying close to St. James's Church

) Comprehensive spiritual programme
organisad by Joe Walsh Tours resident team of
guides and representatives led by Philip Ryan

Pilgrmage travel insurance included

MANCHESTER: 0161 820 8790 | LIVERPOOL: 0151 909 ‘ZB?I

ewakhiours.co.uk

www.joewalshtours.co.uk | info@

undermined; or the gap between rich and
poor getting ever wider.

So what can be done? It is futile to expect
the corporate world to willingly forsake
short-term profit for the long-term good.
Equally, governments are reluctant to
change their economic strategies in the
absence of public demand. But we belong
to a world-wide church which is beholden
not to governments or business, but to

a Gospel that teaches justice forall. It

is headed by a Pope who has set out in
Laudato Si a searching analysis of the
underlying problems and set a clear
vision for a future rooted in love and

joy and hope. Like him, we must lead by
example.

For the sake of our young people we need
aradical change in our thinking - an
‘ecological conversion’ as Pope Francis

“w: Boarbank Hall
; 4‘ , .- Canonesses of St Augustine
“.«"  of the Mercy of Jesus

“She who accepts the common
life possesses God” St Augustine

A Warm Welcome to Everyone

Prayer « Community « Hospitality
» Care of the poor and sick

Contact: Sr Ildiké

Boarbank Hall, Grange over Sands,
Cumbria, LA11 7NH

Telephone: 015395 32288

Website: www.boarbankhall.org.uk

Our Lady of Fidelity

Thdlmiullh

By wearing

i
contact Sister Bemadethe
Mature rocatious comsidind @
CONVENT OF OUR
LADY OF FIDELITY.
ral Hill, Upper Norwood, LONDON SE19 1RS
ne 07760 297001 Fax 0207 766 6579

puts it. Let us embrace the concept of
joy in enough and commit, this Advent,
to simplifying our lifestyles. When we

put aside the noise and clamour of our
ruthless and competitive world, we create
the space and the quiet to hear the
gentle whisper of Our Lord.

In the second week of December, world
leaders will gather in Poland to discuss
climate change. They will be deciding
nothing less than the fate of the planet
and hence the futures of our children. We
will be there too, with CAFOD, to put the
case for environmental and social justice
founded on gospel values and to counter
the deceits of the rich and powerful
interests who want business as usual
We will speak up for future generations.
Please support us by your prayers and
actions.

Diocesan Faith and Justice Commission

Trusted support ““d
companionship in

your own home
Providing care in
Preston & South Ribble

Free in-home care
assessment

Contact us for further
information 01772 619106

We're committed to helping you live the life
you love and maintaining your independence
at home. Our Care Givers are available to help

with everything from personal care and

companionship, respite for the carer, to

specialist support for those affected by
dementia and other mental, neurological or

physical conditions.

'y w For more information, contact our friendly team:
= 01772 619106 rightathomeuk.com/preston

preston@rightathomeuk.com
110 Liverpool Old Road, Walmer Bridge, Preston, PR4 5GE
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+ Quant je puis.
As much as I can.

Please visit www.stonvhurst.ac.uk/scholarships to download our
Scholarships brochure and to check application deadlines and

assessment dates, or contact our Admissions team to find out more.

The UK's leading co-educational Catholic boarding and day school

Tel: 01254 827073 Email: admissions@stonyhurstac.uk | Stonyhurst « Clithezoe » Lancashirs « 57 992

www.catholicvoiceoflancaster.co.uk

All White Now

by Julia Beacroft

he month of December would surely not be complete without a

Christmas anecdote so I'll try not to diéappoin\t...
The weather in this dountry on Christmas qu can, however, be something of a
disappointment. In myilifetime alone | have known so many grey, warm or rainy
Christmas Days. It’s a strange phenomenon, but at any other time during our
winter season, we are relieved ifithe weather isn’t too cold, frosty or snowy. But
when it comes to the festive season, it seems that this is exactly what we most
desire — but rarely get!

The bookmakers even lay odds on the probability of us having snow on
Christmas Day — but of course they are rarely out of pocket!

Classic

The 1954 American musical and comedy ﬁlm ‘White Christmas’ seems to have
set this particular turn of phrase as classic apd timeless, with the title track
achieving much the same. Even toddy we hear the question “Da you thinkl we’ll
lhave a white Christmas?” asked. Fonmost pe#ple the idea ofisnow and Christmas
appear to be synonymous, (as in the film), even though it so rarely occurs in the

United Kingdom. ‘

OFf course as practicing Christians, we have far more to think about at Christmas
than whether or not it will be snowy! The bir#h ofiour Lord Jesus Christ is
celebrated on Christmas Day and we rejoice‘that our Lord entered ourworld in
the form of a helpless baby to save mankind. And the Good News is that Jesus
made it crystal clear in his teaching that he bad indeed come to save one and

all - regandless ofirace, creed or colour. i

|A priest’s alb (worn undenthe chasuable) is Mhite, altar servers usually also
wear a white alb and at baptism we are clothed in a white garment. It is no
coincidence, of course, that the colour chos‘ien is\white, representing purity. Of

course snow is also that self-same colour. !

Pure

It seems to me tHat when we sing the FamOLls words of Irving Berlin’s film title
track, I’'m dreaming of a White Christmas;, we; could so easily be referring to a lot
more than the possibility| of snow. Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was born on
Christmas Day and as the Son of God was cdmpletely pure and devoid of any sin.
His mother Mary, who had been specially chbsen by God to bear His Son, was
without stain or spot oflsin either. She was completely pure and avirgin.

So whether we have snow or not this Christrpas, we know that it will, indeed, be
a white one. White is the colour oflpurity and purity abounds on Christmas Day
when we celebrate the Lord’s birth to arvirgih and handmaid of God. Therefore,
in conclusion, may we all dream of awhite Christmas this yean May your days be

merry and bright and in the Lord’s hands — nLIay all your Christmases be white.

Julia Beacroft is an author, editon, workshop|leader and presenter in Catholic
faith formation. Her book ‘Sanctifying the Spinit1is available to buy from
IAMAZON, www.waterstones.com or Book Depbsitory. Please visit
www,sanciobooks.com for more inFormation.‘FollouAJulia on Facebook & Twitter.

Copyright ©2018 Julia Beacrioft. All rights r?served.
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Your gift today could have
FIVE times the impact.

together we can do more

Your gift today could help five
children like Sesan see the
wonder of God’s creation. Help

unlock extra funds for more
cataract surgeries.

Dear Catholic Voice of Lancaster Reader

Life with severe cataracts has not been easy for five- How it works
year-old Sesan. Unable to see, this bright boy has been o\
unable to play with friends, help at home and go to school. o For every £95 you give... i:.a"ll,
Education is the key to employment, a way out of poverty. _—
A [

Sesan, living in Africa, is that their sight could be so easily unlocks another £380, =
restored. Cataract surgery to restore sight can take just 45 enabling FOUR MORE &=, a5
minutes, but many families in poor countries cannot afford sight-saving treatments. === =
the £95 cost of surgery. So their children have no choice E

Perhaps the most heart-breaking thing about children like e -.our funding partner &= A0

but to live in darkness. A gift of £95 can help

more children like...

You can change that with a gift to CBM right now. For a
limited time, a kind funding partner has pledged to unlock
£4 for every £1 you give. This means that if you can
give £95 for one child’s surgery today, five children
could have their sight restored.

Our goal is to enable 7,000 children to see over the next two
years. With your help, thousands of lives will be changed.

God bless you,

@CCG\

Rebecca Molyneux
Programme Manager for West and Central Africa

T

Yes, I want to unlock funds to help FIVE TIMES more blind children like Sesan o
%5, Increase the value ﬁ’;u'd ot

We like to contact our supporters with postal fundraising messages and updates from the projects we
support. If you do NOT want to receive such messages from CBM UK in the future please contact us on
01223 484700 or email info@cbmuk.org.uk. You can update your contact preferences or unsubscribe  ¢call 0800 567 7000 to
at any time. You can view our privacy policy at www.cbmuk.org.uk/privacy

Please return this form to: Freepost Plus RSKK-HXAX-CYGZ, CBM,

Oakington Business Park, Dry Drayton Road, Oakington, Cambridge CB24 3DQ

In the event of there being insufficient funds to carry out a project, or in the event of a surplus arising on a project, any unspent funds will be used wherever the need is greatest.

make your donation
today. THANK YOU.

I will give: | £95 My choice amount of: b %Y of your gift by 25% J'
I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher made out to CBM or c m If you are a UK taxpayer and if
Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro Card/CAF Card oy you tick the Gift Aid box when

you make a donation, HMRC =)
Card holder’s name: will add an extra 25p for every 2
L=
Card number: Expiry date: / poind you dgnate. . »
i [J 1 want to Gift Ald my donation &
3-digit Cardholder’s and any donations I make in the E
security number: signature: Date: / / future or have made in the past 4 B
) years to Christian Blind Mission, 1 3
Title: First Name: Surname: am a UK taxpayer and understand &
| that if I pay less Income Tax or -
Address: Capitals Gains Tax than the amount -
) of Gift Aid claimed on all my 2
Postcode: donations in that tax year it is my ]
We'd love to keep you informed about our life-changing work and how you can Mo g CsPonsibllity to pay any difference. =
support it by making a donation. By giving your email address or phone number REGULATOR We will need your name and 3
below you give CBM UK consent to contact you using these methods: address to claim the additional i
25% of your donation from 2
Phone: Email: Gift Aid. :
=
S
3
b
£
T
g
E‘.

AlBIOPR-WTI15
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Our Lady and St. Edward, Preston

/
Fulwood St Walburge's
Christmas Eve: & English Martyrs
igi Christmas Eve

5.30pm: Carols & Vigil Mass
11.30pm: Carols, and Midnight Mass

6.00pm First Mass of Christmas (SW)

Christmas Day 9.30pm Carol Service (EM)
10.00am Christmas morning Mass / followed by Christmas Mass at
St. Mary, Newhouse 10pm (EM)
Christmas Eve: Christmas Day
6.00pm Vigil Mass 9.00am Mass of Christmas Day (EM)
Christmas Day 10.30am Mass of Christmas

10.00am Christmas morning Mass Day (SW)

Preston,
Kendal & Sedbergh St Clare’s Preston
Holy Trinity and St. George Monday 24th December St Wilfrid
T — 6pm: First Mass of Christmas SggStmgs E\:e
6.00 pm and 12.00 midnight 11:30pm: Carols & Midnight Mass 8 Obpxn;ir:tr:l:lss
(Carols 11.30pm) at Kendal Tuesday 25th December : )
8.00 pm at St. Andrews Anglican The Nativity of the Lord of Christmas
Church, Sedbergh Mass at 10am Christmas Day
Wednesday 26th December 7.00am Mass
St Stephen Mass at 10c1r31 1015 Mass
(Mass for.altur ser_uers, with No 4.30pm Mass
presentation of guild medals)

St Annes-on-the-Sea
Our Lady Star of the Sea

Christmas Eve:
6.30pm Family Vigil Mass
12.00 Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
10.00am (Kendal)
No evening Mass that day

Christmas Day
9.30am Mass
11.00 Mass

Blackpool
Ansdell, St Joseph #™%

Whitehaven St Bernadette ’ (i
& The : Christmas Eve Woodlands Road FY8 4EP ,&.
/Latin Mass jq“'““[‘-"l St Begh 5.00pm Children's Christmas Mass
. All children are asked to come dressed as a character from the Christmas
Story: Mary, Joseph, an Angel, a Shepherd, a King, or an Ox, Donkey, or

For tho Promation of the Tradiional Reman Rite Christmas Eve 7.30pm CCI:'rOls and Readings
Mass Listings — December 2018 & January 2019 ’ followed by
St Begh's Church 8.00pm Candlelit Sung
Carol Singing at 5:30pm Christmas Mass

followed by the Vigil Mass of Chr’tstmas'Do.y
Christmas at 6pm 10.00an} Christmas
Morning Mass

St Margaret Mary, Scalegate Road, Carlisle
First Sundays: 6.00 pm

St John Vianney, Marton, Blackpool
Mondays: 12.00 noon; Fridays: 6.30 pm

Shrine Church of St Walburge, Preston
Mondays — Fridays: 8.30 am Low Mass ; Sundays: 10.30 am,
Sung Mass

Monday 24th December at 5.30 pm — Carols & Low Mass*
Tuesday 25th December at 10.30 am — Solemn High Mass
*To be confirmed — please contact before travelling

Quay Street Chapel v g TTen Eue/Chr-;stmas Day

Shrine of the English Martyrs, Preston

Mondays — Fridays: 12 noon, Low Mass' OVE q , . 11.30pm Carols and Reflections
Saturdays: 10.00 am, Low Mass; Sundays: 9.00 am, Low Mass M ldnlg ht MGSS G.t S.Oopm Lytham 12.00 Mi.dni.g ht Mass of the NQti.'Ui.ty
i vk At s A St Peter : 10am Family Mass of Christmas
¥ Slfigirtd;);::\]n?nigiL?:teerca;nzcggug;n 8:00 c hNTI‘ lStmgs DaySt t Christmas Eve: : Parish Hall open to all from 11am until
High Mass & Procession, Ladyewell Shrine . am Mass a Quay ree c L t 7.30 - 2pm for Christmas Dinner for those on
(Led by the Insiitute of Christ the King) 10:00am at St Begh's arols at 7.30pm their own or just in need of some
’s, Mass at 8.00pm
. Sunday g:hMge%esmmrrn:xya.oo pm P COMPARY,
Second Sunday of Advent A .
' St Stephen’s Day Christmas Day: New Years Day
S Sunny o eptonay Mass at 10.30am 12 noon Mass - Solemnity of
eoone sunday oTEpiphany 10:00am Mass at Quay Street : y
Mass is also celebrated every Sunday at 8.30 am at St Mary Magdalene, Leyland Road, New Yea-rs Da . Mary MOther Of GOd
Penwortham and 11.30 am at St Catherine Labouré, Stanifield Lane, Leyland. 1 1 :o OQm M ass at St Beg h's y- |
Local Representaives: Bob & Jane Latin Mass at 10.00am St Joseph's offers a warm welcome to all
Telephone: 01524 412987 . 4

Email: lancaster@Ims.org.uk
Website: latinmasslancaster blogspot.com

The One Stop Shop for:
® Catholic Books

I\ -
® Bibles e -
To advertise AiPﬁbMphaPesttonmI (@ J: j . w
please contact 2 = enltw ° Gif ncluding:
contact Sphoolbuildingwgrkanq } ‘xt"“ Wm&% 1 tS E3 IHC l.l mg.
refurbishment/ conversion, building Com plete '{b - |
gl .., | pest control Holy Communion,
Rosbrooke on replecement doors ' luti HEATING & GAS WORK, GLAZING, GUTTERING,
07932 248225 [T, Solutons PRAINAGE & JETTING SERVICES. Baptism, Confirmation gifts
or email Bu"gﬁfh\;?;d’P?eest'\ggrsgin;ﬂeet’ call enquiries@wmwilding.co.uk
charlotter@ Tel: (01772) 684489 —— — 21 Winckley Road, Broadgate, Preston PR1 8EL @ .
Fax: (01772) 671486 .
cathcom.org [EE: g)c:i]rr(nn@]eharlréson 0. ulk< DBD{] 0925 999 . ETS?'a’Eﬁ‘shég}ZZSZ 23’?6275. REhglOus resources for SChOOlS
www jeharrisonbuilders.co.u e i

rr— Tel: 01772 735 993

Why not try

safefoam The Pastoral Centre, Whitby Avenue, Ingol, Preston PR2 3YP

li hol. d f hions?
Be rl IO rd WO 1. S OI ) v, Groen Lane. Ry oreom. Fax: 01772 735 993 ¢ Email: covenantbooks@tiscali.co.uk

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN

[:JC” Nt ng & decorat Iﬂg contractors www.safefoarm.co.uk OPEN: Thursday !Uﬂm—-lpm. Fri Il]arﬁ—-l-pm, Sat 10am-12 noon
Freephone 0800 015 44 33 (Closed Bank Holidays
Inc. J. CorblShlev & Sons Ltd Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

WwWwW bermrdwc'rson co le When phoning please quote LV101

of this voucher (restrictions apply)

Specialists in commercial, industrial and ecclesiastical work.

www.covenantbookspreston.co.uk




