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Adoremus - We adore You, O Lord

ABoUt ten thoUsAnD CAthoLiCs from around eng-
land and Wales gathered in Liverpool from Friday 7 to

sunday 9 september for the national eucharistic Congress –
the first to be held in our country since 1908. the purpose of
Adoremus was to celebrate our faith in the Real Presence of
Christ in the eucharist and to encourage the revival of  eu-
charistic adoration in our parishes. it was a joyous and truly
inspirational weekend which we were really privileged to at-
tend.

the Friday comprised a number of  talks and workshops on,
among others, the scriptural context of  the eucharist, the eu-
charist as the source and summit of  the Church’s life and mis-
sion, the ministry of  the eucharist in hospitals and prisons,
preparing children for First holy Communion, the ministry of
extraordinary Ministers of  Communion, the eucharist and so-
cial justice, the eucharist and church unity.

(continued on page 5)

The ‘MoTh’ hAs LAnDeD reported the official tweet
from A&B Diocese. Dozens of  newspapers and media

outlets in the UK and overseas rejoiced in the safe landing
of  both Bishop Richard (above, tethered to an instructor)
and Lucy Barnes.

For a full report, see page three.
Photo:Diocese of  Arundel&Brighton

A&B Pilgrims Honour the Real Presence

Above: the carpet of  flowers in the Metropolitan Cathedral of  Christ the King, Liverpool, handiwork of  the 
talented and experienced flower arrangers of  Arundel Cathedral. Below: A&B Diocese delegates. 

Photos: Mazur.catholicnews.org.uk

The Moth has Landed!
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the AWARD WinninG 1969 film ‘oh!
What a Lovely War’ caused consider-

able controversy. Billed as a comedy, the
story was thought-provoking and drove
home the message that the Great War, as
it was strangely called, was great only
on one scale. 

the ‘Great’ War
it involved 135 nations and cost the

lives of  15 million people. Great Britain
and the Commonwealth countries alone
saw 880,000 soldiers lose their lives. the
youngest soldier from the UK was 
sidney Lewis at 12 years old – he lied
about his age so that he could go to war. 

Did we learn from the experience of
WW1? no! We were at it again 21 years
later.

so, here we are commemorating the
100th anniversary of  Armistice Day at
11am on 11th november. With only 640
residents left in the UK who were born
when WW1 started – and in a few years
there will be no one left – great effort
has been and continues to be made not
to forget the fallen and the cause which
created this mass destruction. 

the Armed Forces Covenant trust
Fund has pledged £2m to help drive local
community support throughout the UK.

there but not there
With the encouragement of  the local 

council, Arundel Cathedral and nearby
st nicholas Church have joined in the
‘There But not There’ project.  this is an
awareness initiative to focus not on the
war as a whole, but to remember the 93
soldiers who lost their lives from the
town and surrounding villages. Ghostly
silhouettes have been placed in pews (see
picture on right) to depict the shadows of
soldiers left absent in the wake of  the
war and displays give visitors back-
ground to some of  the local heroes. 

it was noticeable in watching visitors
to the Cathedral that they were left in
awe at the sight of  the silhouettes. Why
were they there? What was their pur-
pose? 

the effect of  the silhouettes 
Jenny Bloxham, who manages the

shop, explained: ‘We did not know what
to expect, especially as we unwrapped
the Perspex statues. We did not know if
there would be a resonance with visitors
and we certainly did not think we would
sell the commemorative silhouettes (left)
in the shop. the reality is that the Cathe-
dral has had a considerable number of
people of  all ages visiting the exhibition,
coming from far and wide including Bel-
gium, France, holland, America, Aus-
tralia, new Zealand and even Germany.

Many are taken by the personal sto-
ries of  local people, who are often re-
lated to the visitors. only yesterday, two
women in their 30’s were physically
moved by what they saw. Young people
are interested and they are keen to ask
about WW1 history; we do get quite a
few school trips. We have noticed that
people stay much longer than usual.  

how many commemorative silhouettes
have we sold since 10th May? this has
surprised us – it is 151 to date, and we
have had to order more!’ continued
Jenny.

this is a unique exhibition, so how did
the silhouettes come to be placed where
they are? Mike Bloxham, Jenny’s 
husband and the Cathedral’s ‘Mr Fix it’,
explained.

‘Yes, unwrapping the silhouettes came
as quite a surprise. they are life size and
came with no particular instructions on
how to exhibit them. We quickly decided
that they should be within the congrega-
tion and you can see them dotted around
the pews; each one has a name engraved
on it. People have no issues  sitting next
to them. in fact, we have noticed a num-
ber of  regular parishioners making a
point of  sitting next to the same silhou-
ette on each visit. 

Four Brothers Remembered
You ask about the four men grouped

together. on the role of  honour there are
the four Maxwell stuart brothers who
lost their lives in WW1 – Joseph, ed-
mund, harry and James. We felt that
they should be together as a family in

the Cathedral.’
so why go to all this trouble for some-

thing that happened 100 years ago? in
some way we are all involved – Bishop
Richard, for instance, recalls that his
grandmother was due to be married to
one of  the fallen heroes. 

the aim is to commemorate, educate
and, last but not least, to heal. Funds
raised will go to the Royal Foundation,
Walking with the Wounded, Combat
stress, help for heroes, housing veter-
ans and medical students (Project
equinox) and the Commonwealth War
Graves Foundation. 

For further information visit:
www.therebutnotthere.org.uk

Perhaps the last word should be left
with Jenny...‘i now regard the silhou-
ettes as people’ she said.

story: Peter Burholt
Photos: Peter Burholt and A&B news 

Remember, Remember...the ‘Great’ War ended 100 Years Ago 



Advertisement for Director of Heritage Centre
Nottingham, England

Overall purpose: 
Management and development 

of Heritage Centre
The Little Company of Mary (LCM) is an International Congregation of Religious women,
founded by the Venerable Mary Potter in Nottingham, England in 1877. We invite
applications for a Director for the Heritage Centre in Nottingham.  The role is required to
ensure the provision of a unique, innovative and interactive service that honours the legacy
of Mary Potter and the Sisters of the Little Company of Mary. The centre opened in 2010,
is home to the artefacts of the LCM and provides an interactive experience journeying with
the Founder, Venerable Mary Potter. The centre depicts the life and spirituality of the
founder as she began the LCM in Hyson Green, Nottingham and how the story continues
to the present day. It provides space for individuals, local and international groups to meet
with guides and avail of the experience. 

The successful applicant will:
• Promote the life and vision of Mary Potter and the Mission and Spirituality of the LCM    
by working on projects and programmes that will assist the LCM to further develop 
the Centre. 
• Be accountable for the day to day operations of the Heritage Centre and work with 
LCM Sisters on future programmes and opportunities.
• Ensure effective and efficient operation of the Heritage Centre, is responsible for the 
overall monitoring of planned maintenance, staff and resources inclusive of budgeting.
• Further develop the Heritage Centre by means of networking and promoting the 
Heritage Centre locally and internationally. 

Hours of employment: 35-37.5 hours per week with flexibility.  
Salary Package:  Commensurate with experience

Method of application: Initial enquires to the Province Leader to request a Position
Description  via e-mail at lcm.ef@btinternet.com or via the website at
www.lcmsisters.org.uk 

Applications close: 17 December 2018 at 5.00 pm 

Interviews: Week commencing Monday 28 January 2019
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is it A BiRD? is it a plane? … Wait, it’s
a bishop! tweeted a spokesman from

the Bishops’ Conference of  england and
Wales on hearing that the charity sky-
dive by Bishop Richard and Lucy
Barnes had taken place safely. this
unique event happened on Friday 14
september at old sarum in Wiltshire.
All funds raised go to support disabled
people and their helpers to make the
Diocesan pilgrimage to Lourdes - those
who may not otherwise be able to afford
the trip. so far, with the help of  Gift Aid,
the total raised is over £8,000 - enough
for five pilgrims and their helpers.

Last Minute Collections & offers
excitement had been building up over

a number of  months and donations have
been flowing in. Lucy was still collecting
funds up until the night before in a local
pub, the Royal oak at Wishford. how-
ever, Bishop Richard did decline an offer
from one donor to have the donor’s con-
tribution doubled if  he, our Bishop, sky-
dived without a parachute!

Ready for the ‘off’, Bishop Richard
with Lucy and instructor Craig

Well, what was it like? A few months
ago the A&B news was told by Bishop
Richard: ‘there are no particular fears,
but possibly this could change when the
instructor tells me to jump out of  the
plane!’ and by Lucy Barnes: ‘My head is
firmly in the ground. i’m not thinking
about it!’ instructions were clear – be on
parade at 8.00am. here the day started,
but not before another instruction had
been followed: ‘have breakfast before
you get to old sarum as it helps if  you
feel unwell on the way down. however,
try to avoid a full english!’ 

eight o’clock in the morning was early
for a sky dive, which was not due to take
place for another three hours. But the
time went quickly as the training was

thorough; even weighing in and dress-
ing for the occasion took a while. ‘Al-
though i was Bishop to the Armed
Forces, this is the first time i have
parachuted,’ reflected Bishop Richard as
he donned his jumpsuit and harness. to
help calm the nerves, he produced slices
of  blackberry and apple crumble from
his bag for himself, Lucy, Bob (Lucy’s
husband) and their dog. this made up
the entire entourage from the Diocese. 

our duo’s in-flight travelling compan-
ions included a camera crew and six
women, one of  whom had never flown
before. the weather was overcast, but
with just enough cloud clearance to
make the jump possible. surprisingly,
the plane only had a single engine, but
everyone managed to pile in and it was
soon bumping along the grass airstrip
and gathering speed to get airborne.

how Clouds taste
there was definitely no turning back.

the six women were prepared for their
descent first as they were due to dive
from 10,000 feet. Five left the plane ac-
cording to plan, but the sixth – the lady
who had never flown before – declined
the kind offer to jump into mid-air with
a man strapped to her back. seeing this,
Bishop Richard enquired if  he and Lucy
could get out now and not bother to go
to 15,000 feet. ‘sorry,’ replied the pilot,
‘you’re booked in for the full ride.’ how-
ever, he added a word of  encourage-
ment: ‘When you come through the
cloud, stick your tongue out and it will
taste like candy floss.’

in a few moments the time had come
to do something quite unnatural. they
both went out of  the side of  the plane
with an instructor strapped to their
backs. But, as anyone who has sky dived
before will know, the descent has two
quite distinct parts – the terrifying and
the serene. travelling without a
parachute open at 120 miles per hour is
not everyone’s idea of  fun, with the
wind tearing into the unprotected parts
of  the face. But then, quite suddenly and
without warning, the parachute opens.
‘it was so peaceful as we glided safely to
earth. We felt that God was with us,’ re-
calls Lucy.  everything was over in six
minutes.

Back on terra firma the adrenalin was
still pumping around the skydivers’ bod-
ies. What next to help calm the nerves
and get back to some normality? natu-

Bishop Richard and Lucy Fall for Lourdes
rally, it was back to the Royal oak for
fish’n’chips and a large gin and tonic!   

We did it!
Catching up with Bishop Richard after

his recent visit to Rome, he told the A&B
news: ‘the skydive was an amazing ex-
perience and i am delighted that so
many people have given such wonderful
support. Kindness like this will be of
great help for our Diocesan Pilgrimage
to Lourdes – a big thAnK YoU to you
all.’ has this chapter closed? Maybe not,
so watch this space for the next adven-
ture.

You Can still Donate
here are the various ways in which you
can still donate:
•   By using the purple Gift Aid parish
envelope , marked ‘+R skydive’;
•   By a pilgrimage envelope, available in
your parish;
•   By going to:
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/bi
shoprichardskydive

Gift Aiding your donation will add 25%
to your donation and the MyDonate web-
site will stay open for donations until
Friday 14 December. 

story: Peter Burholt
Pictures: Go skydive

on A BRiGht afternoon in early
september Fr Chris ingle, parish

priest of  st Michael’s, Worthing, took
to the skies over historic Biggin hill
Aerodrome in a WWii spitfire.

once airborne Fr Chris, a former
RAF fast jet pilot, was allowed to take
the controls. ‘it was a moving experi-
ence to fly in such a graceful and his-
toric aircraft. Completing a couple of
victory rolls was the icing on the
cake!’

Built at Castle Bromwich in late
1943, the MK iX machine entered
service in september 1944 from an
advanced landing ground in Belgium
and was converted to a two-seat
trainer after the war.

the flight was made possible
through the generosity of  parish-
ioners who organised a collection to
celebrate Fr Chris’s ‘big birthday’ a
couple of  years ago. the company
provided in-cockpit videos of  the
flight, and one from an observation
aircraft hired by friends which flew in
formation with the spitfire allowing
them to capture the experience on
camera. 

story and picture: neville Barrie

Fr Chris Ingle - 
another Sky Pilot

Dear Editor,
...Lourdes Exceeded all my Hopes, Dreams and Expectations...’

moments. My husband also found it a
very special week and it was a pre-
cious gift that we were able to share.

i think we were very blessed to be in
the hotel stella, where we felt part of
‘the family’ from the word go, even
though i had only recognised one
name from the hotel guest list. We had
excellent and very hard-working lead-
ers, David and sue, as well as Maria,
our Deputy Leader.

our Chaplain, Fr trevor Welland,
was there for each one of  us, always
generous with his time, listening and
sensitive to all, whether young, old,
sick, healthy, a helper, etc. i feel that
he was the hub of  the wheel around
whom the whole community worked
so well, and i am particularly grateful
to him for enabling my husband to feel
included…

i’m so grateful that i listened to the
deep-down promptings of  my heart
and managed to override the ‘what ifs’
and questions of  my head, so that i
was able to apply to go to Lourdes this
year. now, reminded again of  the
theme for this year - ‘Do whatever he
tells you’ - i am trying to live, relish,
enjoy and celebrate each moment of
life and love that i am given…CARPe
DieM.

Clare, Burgess hill

Dear editor,
‘Do whatever he tells you’…Lourdes
2018.

While at the Lourdes Reunion and
prompted by the reminder of  the
theme for the A&B Diocese Pilgrimage
to Lourdes this year – ‘Do whatever he
tells you’ (the words of  our Lady to
the steward at the Marriage Feast of
Cana) - i feel that i’d like to share
something of  our Diocese Pilgrimage
with readers of  A&B news. it was
such a very special experience for me
and my husband, ian.

i had spent 80 years avoiding Lour-
des, thinking it would be too organ-
ised, too busy, too commercial, etc.,
but the diagnosis that my lung cancer,
that had been operated on a year ago,
had now spread to my bones and liver,
as well as the fact that i was looking
forward to my 80th birthday in Au-
gust, left me with a feeling deep down
that i could not say that i didn’t want
to go to Lourdes if  i hadn’t given it a
try…

My husband agreed to come with me
(very supportive, although not a
Catholic) and i can say from the bot-
tom of  my heart that the experience of
Lourdes exceeded all my hopes,
dreams and expectations. it was a real
experience of  life, love and laughter
amidst deeply prayerful and spiritual
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JUST A THOUGHT
the Communion of  saints

DURinG noveMBeR we normally
reflect on the lives of  all who have

passed through our world into eter-
nity. We remember those who are
spiritually in the presence of  God –
the saints. Also, we think about those
who wait to come into that special
Presence, those we traditionally call
holy souls.

i remember many years ago hearing
a homily given by the late Cardinal
Basil hume at a Mass in his Cathedral
- Westminster - about that  existence
called purgatory. he said: ‘We cannot
imagine the total reality of  God’s won-
derful and awesome presence. As we
approach that presence in death we
feel  we are not ready’. the Cardinal
compared it to the Queen knocking on
our door and wanting to come in for
tea. We would immediately feel not
prepared and want time to get things
ready.

in some ways this is the feeling we
may have as we approach spiritually
the most mysterious and indescrib-
able Presence of  our heavenly Father
with his son, with the holy spirit, and
our Lady and all the saints.

May all those we have known in life
and who have passed beyond this exis-
tence find that indescribable life
awaiting the final resurrection at the
end of  time.          

Fr Graham Bamford

World Meeting of Families - the Way Forward

oveR 60 PeoPLe gathered for the an-
nual Dialogue and Unity Day on sat-

urday 29 september in DABCeC, Crawley,
organised by our diocesan Dialogue and
Unity Commission.  A day of  sharing,
prayer, lego, water and song all centred on
Christ, as we explored the theme ‘the
Role of  Christian Unity in the Renewal of
the Church’.  

Fr sebastian ostrynski (pictured with
Canon tony Churchill) of  Chemin neuf
gave a moving presentation in the morn-
ing which included a powerful video of
Pope Francis’ message to a gathering of
Charismatic Christians from Kenneth Copeland ministries in
UsA. Fr sebastian reminded us that the church is the means
of  unity between God and the whole human race, not just for
us, and asked us to consider that perhaps we need to consider
the effect of  our disunity on society and on politics.

the day provided times of  prayer and reflection and of  shar-
ing and discussion. Music was provided by newly married
couple Lisa and Patch Doyle with triona horrocks, all from
Crawley parish. 

Another high point was the talk by neil Allison of  the
Banstead Five churches, a covenanted partnership that the
local Catholic church, st Ann’s, has been involved in since its

FoLLoWinG this sUMMeR’s event in Dublin, subse-
quent meetings are being planned in the next two months.

everyone who attended the World Meeting found inspiration
in different ways, so we are inviting all attendees to bring a
guest (or guests!) so that they can share some of  that inspira-
tion with other members of  the diocese. 
At the next meeting, we will be reminding ourselves of  what

we learnt in Dublin from the huge range of  truly motivating
speakers; we will then spend some time thinking about practi-
cal ways of  bringing that to the Diocese.
Anyone who has a passion for Marriage and Family Life is

invited to join us – just let us know you are interested by
emailing mfl@dabnet.org and we will send you the details
closer to the time. 
the comments from and the effect the whole event in Dublin

had on several participants follow:
Grandparents are the past, present and the future.
Remember that if  your grandchildren have been baptised 
the holy spirit remains with them all of  their lives.
on safeguarding strong policies and Canon Law should be  

implemented fully as children are very precious. Why has this
not be done?
the safeguarding presentations provided a new insight into a
major issue of  today. the various contributors spoke from
their hearts. i believe that i gained a lot just listening to the
various questions and answers.
i enjoyed being in the company of  such wonderful and caring
‘church’ people - sharing , exchanging
views on the challenges of  today’s
world and the coming together for
Mass.
the privilege of  concelebrating Mass
with Pope Francis with many people
from various countries - a true image
of  our Universal Church - a replica of
Pentecost!! 
i found the irish Bishops the humblest
of  people with a deep pastoral yearn-
ing to work together both within and

inception. neil provided an engaging pre-
sentation looking at the fruits of  past en-
deavours and the challenges that are now
faced.  

We also heard from the Dialogue and
Unity Adviser, Catherine Martindale, who
explored five virtues for interreligious di-
alogue from Catholic theologian Cather-
ine Cornille.  these are humility,
Commitment, interconnection, empathy
and hospitality.  
this was followed by our episcopal vicar
for ecumenism, Canon tony Churchill,

presenting information about english ARC,
of  which he is now a member.  
the feedback from the day has been overwhelmingly posi-

tive.  Attendees were encouraged to consider what the fruits
of  the day would be for them and what they needed from our
diocesan Formation team. 

Pictured below are three of  the prayer stations, from top left
to right: - Christ is at the centre calling us to unity John 17:20-
21; - Unity grows in the soil of  humility.’ Jean vanier;  - and
We build each other up and so serve God in the World, Romans
14. two have their prayer notes and the third, the centre pic-
ture has the thumb prints on the prayer tree.

story: Catherine Martindale   Pictures: David White

outside the Church community to develop an environment
where God’s loving presence can be truly experienced. 
i learned that the way you treat your spouse, both in public
and at home, shapes and moulds and has a profound effect
upon children. so, if  you really value marriage and family,
never grow tired of  or embarrassed to show love towards your
wife/husband. i will now make a real effort to spend quality
time with each member of  our family unit.
the penitential rite at the Mass given only by Pope Francis
was the most striking. the words were so powerful; it made
real that our brokenness is transformed by the mercy of  God.
(it was followed by a very short stunned silence and then im-
mediately by spontaneous applause - noted the A&B news rep-
resentative who was present). 
so many lay individuals and groups taking the lead in all
areas, including the children and youth programmes.
i learned a lot from other families' experiences of  how to
demonstrate their faith in God and in each other, but also how
to have hope when things get tough.
try to show more appreciation for each other and for the
blessings we receive.
the farewell by Pope Francis, 'good night,sleep well and see
you tomorrow', was just like hearing a dad or grandad saying
goodnight to the family before going to bed, whilst everybody
else is still in the living room. it brought memories of  my own
extended family, when we used to gather at my grandmother's
on special occasions!

our group Mass at the DCU chapel on
saturday morning provided a special
touch.
Pictured are members of  the group

at Phoenix Park in Dublin before the
Mass commenced. note that the rain
has not and never did dampen spirits
on this or any other  occasion.

story: Lizzie Wakeling and 
David White 

Picture: David White

The Role of Christian Unity in the Renewal of the Church 

oUR noveMBeR issUe is packed
with good reading. Apart from re-

ports on these two great assemblies, in
Liverpool (p5) and Dublin (p4), we have
the full story on Bishop Ricard and
Lucy’s skydive (p3) – did you know that
clouds taste of  candy floss?

in an inspiring and passionate article,
Carol D’souza challenges us to make
disciples (p9), telling us that ‘God
doesn’t call the equipped. he equips the
called.’

Peter Burholt’s article on remember-
ing the Great War (p2) reminds us that it
is already winter time. spare a thought
for the homeless as temperatures fall,
chill winds blow and rain saturates
clothing. sleeping in the open can be
beautiful – but not in winter, as the
youth of  st edward’s Keymer know (p7).
...and there’s even more inside!
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Adoremus, the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage and Congress
about how they had been brought back
to the faith through the Blessed sacra-
ment, together with a drama by the Rise
theatre group, again young people,
which took us from the disciples in the
company of  Jesus, not being sure who
he was, to us in the Presence of  the
Blessed sacrament, perhaps with our
own doubts and uncertainties, with the
repeated question from Christ: ‘What do
you see when you look at Me?’

the day finished with exposition,
silent adoration, a reflection by Cardinal
vincent nichols and evening prayer of
Corpus Christi.

A Parallel Programme
in addition to those plenary sessions in

the Arena, throughout the day there was
a parallel programme of  events at vari-
ous locations around the city. there
were too many to mention them all but
they included the opportunity to talk to
a missionary in another country, an ex-
ploration of  a sacramental theology of
creation led by Pax Christi, an interac-
tive workshop featuring stories and
bread from around the world led by
CAFoD, a chance to experience Lectio
Divina led by a group of  lay people from
Chile and a gospel concert with Frank
Cottrell-Boyce. 

the problem was that, because these
were at different venues, going to any
would mean missing the main talks in
the Arena. But it did mean that people
who had not got tickets for the Congress
could still be involved as these events
were open to all.

sunday Mass 
the weekend came to a climax on sun-

day morning with Mass in the amazing
Metropolitan Cathedral – because of  the
numbers, there were two Masses, at 9:30
celebrated by Archbishop McMahon and
11:30 celebrated by Cardinal nichols. 

We went to the second Mass and it was
superb. the cathedral is stunning any-
way, but it was made more so by the cen-
tral aisle being a carpet of  flowers – a
gift from our diocese. (As you probably
know, a carpet of  flowers is laid in Arun-
del Cathedral every year for the feast of
Corpus Christi.) 

the worship was enhanced by excel-
lent music – the beautiful voices of  the
cathedral choir accompanied by the
mighty organ, trumpets, trombones and
timpani, plus a capacity congregation in
full voice (it was worth going just to hear
the Gloria). 

the Procession 
After Mass, the streets around the

Cathedral were closed to vehicles so
dozens of  bishops, hundreds of  priests
and thousands of  people could walk in
procession with the Blessed sacrament. 

Unfortunately, just as the procession
moved off, the heavens opened with a
torrential downpour – but it did not
dampen our spirits nor our singing. As
often happens with long processions, the

singing at the back became out of  time
with those at the front and, at one point,
we were actually singing different
hymns – but that did not matter (pro-
cessing in the rain, above and below). 

Adoremus ended with the Cardinal
giving Benediction from the top of  the
Cathedral steps to the crowd filling the
piazza and the road. 

however, the two of  us were not fin-
ished and decided to spend some time
quietly in the Blessed sacrament shrine
– yes, in the middle of  the bustling city,
among the shops, restaurants and bars,
is a large chapel with all-day exposition
and adoration. that was a perfect end to
a perfect two days.

Recordings of  the talks, both video and
audio, are available on the Bishops’ Con-
ference website at http://www.catholic-
news.org.uk/home/special-events/Ado
remus-national-eucharistic-Pilgrimage.
We strongly recommend that you watch
the two keynote talks by Bishop Barron.

story: Roger & Rosemary Morton
Photos: Mazur/catholicnews.org.uk

https://www.flickr.com/phtos/catholi-
cism/albums/72157673157676628

(continued from Page 1)

sAtURDAY was the main Congress
day. With all the talk of  a reduction

in the practice of  the faith, it was won-
derful to see the massive echo Arena
completely packed for the day. After a
welcome by the Archbishop of  Liver-
pool, Malcolm McMahon, and the Apos-
tolic nuncio reading a message from
Pope Francis, we were treated to two
outstanding talks by Bishop Robert Bar-
ron from Los Angeles. 

Bishop Robert Baron - on the Mass
the first talk was on the Mass. Bishop

Robert (above with Cardinal Vincent) de-
scribed the Mass as being a privileged
encounter with Jesus Christ; Christian-
ity is not a philosophy but a relationship
with a person, a friendship with Jesus,
and there is no more intense encounter
with the Lord than in the Mass. 

he described the Mass as a supreme
mystery, a supreme form of  play in the
sense that play is not something you do
to achieve another goal but is beautiful
in itself  – wasting time with God. the
structure of  the Mass is a call and re-
sponse between Christ and ourselves –
Christ our head calls to us in love and
we respond in love. 

he then took us through each part of
the Mass in detail, drawing out the deep
meaning, from the initial gathering to-
gether to the final dismissal. he did not
just make sense of  the liturgy, he
brought it to life – the Mass will never
seem dull or boring again.

Bishop Robert Baron - on sainthood
his second talk was on sainthood,

sanctity and what makes us holy. Again,
it was eye-opening and hugely engaging,
including quoting from John Lennon! 

Christian holiness involves walking
three paths. First, find the centre – when
Christ is the centre of  our lives, the rest
falls into harmony around that centre.
second, know that you are a sinner – it
is the breakthrough of  Grace that shows
us we are sinners, and a saint is some-
one who truly knows how great a sinner
he or she is. third, realise that your life
is not about you – it is about something
that stretches infinitely beyond you, not
your little plans but God’s plan for you.

the day also included some moving
testimonies from three young people



saturday 10
november  at

Worth Abbey and
starting at 6.30pm

it’s a diocesan-
wide festival for
15-30s and every-
one is welcome.

We’ve got Bryony
Wells speaking,

as well as Bishop
Richard, and

music from the
Youth 2000

worship team.
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The Diocese of Arundel and Brighton
Formation Team

serving the communities of  our Diocese� � � � � � �
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Ongoing Formation for all those involved in Marriage Preparation in Parishes. 
 

Please come to a Study Day which will focus on the                           
Place of Marriage Preparation within the Diocesan Pastoral Plan  

With Bishop Richard  

On Saturday, 24th November, from 10 to 4 pm 

(Coffee from 9.45 am – packed lunch needed) 

At The Christian Education Centre (DABCEC) 

4 Southgate Drive, Crawley, RH10 6RP. 

      Meet with other Catechists 
      Input and Sharing of Good Practice 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

To book and/or for information contact Mrs Katherine Bergin,                                              
Diocesan Adviser, Marriage & Family Life:  

katherine.bergin@dabnet.org  01293 651152 
The Arundel & Brighton Diocesan Trust is a Registered Charity Number 252878  

 

ADVENT SMALL GROUP MATERIAL

the DioCese itself  is not producing an Advent
booklet this year.  We can recommend Global

healing which is a film-based resource for parishes,
groups and individuals, responding to Laudato si
and Pope Francis’ vital call to care for our common
home.  Further details from
www.ourcommonhome.co.uk.
Alternatively, from house on Rock we can suggest

their Lift up your hearts programme, which has the
themes of  mercy and forgiveness, in preparation for
the Christmas period. 
Go to  www.houseonrock.co.uk/faith-sharing

Jon harman  Adviser for Formation and
spirituality 

jon.harman@dabnet.org telephone 01293 651157

this AnnUAL DioCesAn event at
all schools and parishes  was cele-

brated on Monday 1 october with a
Grandparents’ Liturgy in the school hall
at st Joseph’s.     
on the following three days Grandpar-

ents were invited to join their grand-
child’s class  and then accompany them to
lunch.
Pictured are the altar decorated with

pictures and paper models of  grandpar-
ents., and the activity during the liturgy.

story and pictures: David White

Grandparents’ Week at St Joseph’s Specialist School



the morning which was very painful.  I
can’t imagine doing that on a daily basis.
i’m so happy that this one night experi-
ence has managed to raise so much
money for those for whom this is their re-
ality.’

Pam, one of  the organisers, commented
that all the young people and parents
have worked very hard to make this hap-
pen. ‘the young people have a great em-
pathy and increased understanding of  the
reasons why people become homeless.
they have raised an incredible amount
for the charity and we are all very proud
of  them.’

the YCC is very grateful for the gen-
erosity of  all in the parish and to 

Fr trevor for supporting the young
people.  Fr trevor thanks all of  those
who have supported the ‘sleep-out’ this
year and especially the young people of
YCC.  their energy, commitment to so-
cial action and sheer joy at taking part
in this event has been an inspiration
for all of  us.  Yet again, the young peo-
ple of  YCC have drawn us closer to-
gether as a parish community and
continue to act as a prophetic voice for
us - calling us to a faith shown through
loving and serving our neighbour.

to donate, please see the link on our
parish website:  
www.stedwardskeymer.co.uk

story: Andrew hornett
Picture: off  The Fence
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Sleeping under the Stars: Beauty, Pain and Vulnerability

the BiG sLeePoUt is an annual
fundraising event run by off  the

Fence.  the event provides participants a
glimpse of  what life is like for rough
sleepers and raises much needed money
to help rebuild their lives and get them
off  the streets. 

For 20 years, off  the Fence’s vision
has been to see an end to social and spiri-
tual poverty in Brighton and hove. this
was the second year that st edward’s
Youth Church Council (YCC) have taken
part and they are very proud to have
raised over £3,500 for the charity so far
with donations still coming in.  

George Laws, who took part for the sec-
ond time, said: ‘it was great fun and the

sense of  community was electric.  how-
ever, this was in a controlled environment
and we have to realise that people have to
do this on a daily basis.  i slept under the
stars so it was quite an accurate experi-
ence and it was beautiful but I also felt it
would be very vulnerable if  you were sleep-
ing out on the street because anything
could happen to you.’

tania, the mother of  Lucy who took
part, said: ‘this is a great opportunity to
raise awareness among the young people
and through our children, we as parents
and the whole parish community are
made more aware of  homelessness issues.
saoirse, a participant, said: ‘It was a really
rough experience, especially waking up in

GRAnDPARents WeRe inviteD into
our Lady Queen of  heaven Catholic

Primary school, Langley Green, Crawley,
on Friday 21 september to participate in
Grandparents' morning, an annual event
in the diocese.

Grandparents joined the whole school for
their celebration assembly when certifi-
cates are awarded to pupils for good work
and attitude. they could then join their
grandchildren in class and be involved
with their learning. 

early Years children showed off  their
classroom and playful learning including
painting, jigsaws, building, role play, shar-
ing books and more. Year 1 shared books
and designed new front covers. Year 2 ex-
plored capacity as part of  their maths
learning and even made fruit cocktails!
Key stage 2 shared their artistic skills with
grandparents, year 3 and 4 children sketch-
ing cave men images on tea-stained paper
and year 5 and 6 sketching arctic foxes
linked to their topic.

Grandmother Lynn said she always feels
welcome at the school and has attended the
event for the last 3 years. Penny Foreman,
grandmother to a pupil in the reception
class, really enjoyed the event; she said it
was lovely to see such a range of  activities.

Grandparents were invited to join par-
ents and staff  in the school hall for a
McMillian Coffee Morning, raising £300 for
the charity.

story & Picture: Lauren Kluge

Grandparents 
Back to School

Building School in Borneo

School Celebrates Anniversary

this sUMMeR BRoUGht an incredible charitable adventure for 21 girls from Farn-
borough hill when they travelled to Borneo to help with the extending and moderni-

sation of  a school (pictured above).
having spent the past year fundraising to be able to donate new classroom chairs, new

tables, stationery supplies and building materials for nalapak Primary school in Ranau,
the girls were thrilled when the opportunity arose to travel there themselves to help
with an ongoing project. 

the girls’ adventurous spirit and willingness to learn were called upon when they were
challenged with cementing a drive from the road to the main building, building an exten-
sion for a new kitchen, and painting the hall – all of  which were undertaken with joy. A
particular highlight was being able to spend some time with the children in their class-
rooms between the sessions of  heavy labour, assisting the teachers and entertaining the
pupils.

Mrs Alexandra neil, headteacher, commented, ‘i am thrilled the girls had this extraor-
dinary opportunity to help others while experiencing a country and culture so different
from our own. the wonderful generosity of  the school community enabled fundraising
for the supplies needed by nalapak Primary school; for the girls to then be able to travel
there and offer themselves as helpers was a real bonus for this adventurous group.’

story & Picture: Lauren McCready

st PeteR’s CAthoLiC PRiMARY
sChooL in Leatherhead recently

marked its 70th Anniversary with an
open Afternoon for past pupils and
staff. Bishop Richard celebrated Mass
with Fr tony Churchill and Fr John in-
glis, parish priests (pictured). the con-
gregation of  children and parents was
joined by Councillor Raj haque, Chair-
man of  Mole valley District Council;
Chris Grayling MP; Fr. Michael Master-
son, parish priest; headteachers from
deanery and local confederation schools
and both present and past governors
and staff. the celebrations ended with
lunch and a beautiful cake baked by the

school cook. the headteacher, Richard McKenzie, thanked everyone for helping to
make our celebrations so happy.

story & Picture: Jackie shabankareh
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House of Prayer
35 Seymour Road, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 0PB 

Step aside from the busyness of everyday life

We welcome individuals and groups 
for day and residential retreats.  

To find out more please contact us:
T:  020 8941 2313    E: admin@christian-retreat.org

www.christian-retreat.org

St Joseph's
Nursing home

East Street, 
Littlehampton, 

West Sussex. BN17 6AU

Contact: 
Home Manager Sarah  Etherington

01903 - 711325

All denominations welcome. 
Mass everyday .

Within view of the town centre. 
Caring and supportive environment.

DO YOU LOVE TO SING
DANCE AND ACT?

PPaarrtt $$mmee tthheeaattrree sscchhooooll aanndd
aaggeennccyy ttrraaiinniinngg yyoouunngg

ppeerrffoorrmmeerrss aaggeess 55‐‐2211 aarree
llooookkiinngg ffoorr nneeww ttaalleenntt!!
DDeevveelloopp yyoouurr oowwnn sskkiillllss

wwhhiillsstt ttaakkiinngg ttoo tthhee ssttaaggee iinn
yyoouurr ffaavvoouurriittee sshhoowwss aanndd

hhaavviinngg ffuunn!!

CCOONNTTAACCTT UUSS TTOODDAAYY

FFOORR AA FFRREEEE TTRRIIAALL

WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP
01483
893688

WWW.SHOWDOWNTHEATREARTS.CO.UK

BISHOP’S DIARY
oCtoBeR/noveMBeR

sat 27 october - Fri 2 november
Knights of  the holy sepulchre, Pilgrimage 
to holy Land

sat 3 Parish Finance Meeting, Arundel
Cathedral

5pm induction Mass for Fr stephen Dingley and
Jubilee of  holy spirit at Fetcham

sun 4 10.00am Mass and visitation to effingham/Fetcham
Parish

tue 6 11am Prison Chaplains’ lunch and meeting, high 
oaks

2pm episcopal Council, high oaks
7pm Pastoral Plan Meeting, Weybridge Deanery

Wed 7 11am CsAn Criminal Justice Bureau, Romero 
house, London

7pm Pastoral Plan Meeting, Woking Deanery
thu 8 11am Chapter Mass and Meeting at Arundel 

Cathedral
3.30pm Meeting at Arundel
7pm Pastoral Plan Meeting, Worthing Deanery

Fri 9 7.30pm induction Mass for Fr simon Dray, 
st Mary Magdelene, Bexhill

sat 10 6.30pm encounter event at Worth Abbey
sun 11 10.40am town square service, Remembrance, 

Arundel
11.30am Armistice Day Mass, Arundel Cathedral
7.30pm Remembrance Mass at Royal holloway

University Chapel, egham
Mon 12 - thu 15 Adoremus Bishops’ Debrief, Bishops’

Conference, Leeds
Fri 16 9am Meeting at high oaks

3pm opening of  new library at st Robert
southwell Primary school, horsham

7pm Mass for Diaconate Ministries, henfield
sat 17 10.30am eucharist Ministers’ Day, Weybridge

6pm Consecration as virgin of  Michelle Crabb, 
West Grinstead

sun 18 10.am Parish visitation to Mayfield
Mon 19 7pm Pastoral Plan Meeting Guildford Deanery
tue 20 - thu 22 Mental health Retreat Douai
Wed 21 3pm Bishops’/staff  Meeting at

st John’s seminary, Wonersh
thu 22 5pm Board of  Governors’ Meeting at

st Mary’s, twickenham
Fri 23 9am Advent Retreat for headteachers, Ashdown

Park
6pm Knights of  the holy sepulchre vigil,

southwark
sat 24 9am Marriage Preparation Providers, DABCeC

2pm visitation to st Mary’s Preston Park, 
Brighton

NOTICE BOARD

Catholaity Christmas Fair
saturday 10 november 

10.30am to 3.30pm

Admission £1   Children under 14 Free

Cardinal newman sixth Form Building
the Upper Drive, hove Bn3 6nD

Free car parking at school

Bus 27 to Dyke Road tavern

on Dyke Road
A Joint venture by Catholic organisations

the Arundel & Brighton trust, Registered Charity no. 252878

FAIRTRADE NEWS……….

there’s nothing quite like the
warm glow you feel when you

open up a hand-written charity
Christmas card. someone’s spent
time to think of  you, write you a
special message, and delivered it – just to wish you a happy
Christmas. And when you choose to buy one of  traidcraft
charity Christmas cards, you know you’re making a differ-
ence to lives around the world.  With traidcraft charity
Christmas cards, a donation is made to traidcraft exchange,
CAFoD, sCiAF, and Christian Aid. that’s a lot of  good to
come from just one charity Christmas card!

When you choose Fairtrade you are helping
to ensure that the person who grew the ba-

nana you are eating, or the coffee beans used to
make your drink, was paid fairly for their work.
When you choose Fairtrade your choice makes
a difference to someone’s life; their family, their
home, their community. When you can, always
choose Fairtrade.
each year, Fairtrade puts a spotlight on trade through the
Fairtrade Fortnight campaign: 25 February-10 March 2019.
together with Fairtrade farmers and workers and cam-
paigners up and down the country, we highlight the differ-
ence fair trade can make to lives and communities.  see
www.fairtrade.org.uk for lots of  stories.   

15th National Conference
for Rural Catholics

25-27 February 2019

sarum College, the Close, salisbury

sP1 2ee

Details from Fr Robert Miller rwhm274@byin-

ternet.com

THE WORD WHO IS LIFE
Diocesan Pastoral Plan

Deanery Meetings where Bishop Richard will unveil
the Pastoral Plan to the Deanery. everybody is 
welcome to attend their local deanery meeting. 

6 november   Weybridge Deanery
7 november   Woking Deanery
8 november   Worthing Deanery
19 november  Guildford Deanery
4 December   epsom Deanery
10 December  Redhill Deanery
11 December  Crawley Deanery
13 December  st Leonards Deanery
14 December  Mayfield Deanery

Please look out in your parish newsletter or ask your
parish priest for times and places.

The Wintershall Nativity Play
on the Wintershall estate in surrey

Wednesday 12 - sunday 16 December

Details or to book from 01793 418299

www.wintershall.org.uk



A&B NEWS  November 2018       9

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

Calling all

Group Leaders
»  Direct yights from various airports in the UK

»  Special incentives for group bookings based 
 on group numbers

»  Free promotional materials to assist your tours

»  Fully bonded & licensed travel operation for 
	 your	full	Ƃnancial	protection

ORGANISE YOUR GROUP PILGRIMAGE!

MANCHESTER:  0161 820 8790  |  LIVERPOOL: 0151 909 2871 
 www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ABTOT 5332

To book a marriage preparation
course or for a local appointment
with a relationship counsellor

call 0800 389 3801 or visit
www.marriagecare.org.uk

For healthy
couple relationships
– and support
when they are not

          

Please contact
Janet to advertise
your Christmas
Mass times in the
December edition
by Monday 
12th November
07931 836907
or email 
janett@cathcom.org

iFLeW to vAnCoUveR on the first
of  May to join impact, a mission pro-

ject run by Catholic Christian outreach
(CCo), a University movement dedi-
cated to the renewal of  the world. there,
i served at st Luke's Parish in Maple
Ridge, living in community with 13
young Canadians who knew their iden-
tity as sons and daughters of  Jesus
Christ, and who were abandoned to
God's will and fired up to evangelise. 

the first couple of  weeks were spent
outreaching at the church entrance,
school carpark and shopping malls.
Come rain or shine, we'd have leaflets in
one hand, pastries in the other, and our
challenge was to go where the people
were, offer the invitation and leave the
rest to God. 

We all shared our personal testimony
at Mass, which proved to be a powerful
tool for evangelising. sharing our faith
journey and conversion moment en-
couraged people to attend a faith study.
Reflecting on the power of  this action, i
would encourage all Christians to spend
time recalling and sharing the moment
they said ‘Yes’ and chose to follow Jesus
Christ.

Discovery Faith study
over 100 participants chose the 

Discovery faith study and in that short
time, we saw many people give their lives
to Christ; some for the first time and oth-
ers in a deeper way. 

Participants made the decision to live
a Christ-centred life. We made it clear
that their commitment did not mean
having a 'perfect' relationship but indi-
cated their willingness to invite Jesus
into all areas of  their lives. 

nightfever events
We organised 'nightfever' events with

adoration, praise and worship, confes-
sion and prayer ministries. We would go
door-to-door, knocking and inviting peo-
ple to the event. non-Catholics joined us

and we received many prayer intentions.
People were pleasantly surprised to see a
Catholic knocking on the door - as it was
so uncommon!  

Despite all my evangelisation efforts, i
realised and accepted willingly that it
was not me who was going to convert
hearts but rather the holy spirit work-
ing through me. 

Great expectations
At one event i was praying over a

woman experiencing marital difficulties.
that same night the couple had an en-
counter with the spirit that started the
healing process for their marriage.
When they told me, i was very sur-
prised, even somewhat doubtful. Why
was i surprised? Because i had forgotten
to have Great expectations of  God
(ephesians 3:20). i had forgotten the
promises made in scripture. i had for-
gotten that God's spirit lives in all Chris-
tians, and if  we give God permission to
work in our lives, we can do great things. 

our favourite saying on mission was
‘God doesn't call the equipped, he equips
the called.’ All those who encounter
Christ's intimate, personal love and
friendship are called to be missionary
disciples. this does not mean travelling
across the world to share the Gospel;
step outside your house and you are in
mission territory. We are in a world of
spiritual poverty. 

Faith is strengthened when it is given
to others and from personal experience i
know that there is great joy in sharing
the Gospel and seeing lives transformed. 

Jesus' Great Commission ‘go and make
disciples of  all nations’ is not an easy
command but everyone deserves to hear
the kerygma (proclamation). We are
called to be faithful and courageous but
we are supported in the knowledge that
we are never alone. 

sometimes, there is Rejection
As a disciple of  Jesus Christ, there is

no escaping rejection. We had people ig-
nore us, brush us off, cross the road,
slam the door, shout and swear at us just
for extending an invitation. it hurt, but
it wasn’t me they were rejecting, it was
Jesus. not everyone is ready to hear the
Good news - and that’s ok, God has a
plan. however there will be people who
by God’s grace are ready and need to
hear they are loved and forgiven and
have a chance at eternal life. We will
never know where people are until we go

out. 
Before we go out, we have to ask our-

selves some hard questions. ‘Who do you
say Jesus is? Do you have a heart for the
lost? Do you understand the importance
of  Jesus' salvation?’ 

Discovery is a great tool with which to
discuss the core message of  the Chris-
tian faith, and to offer people both an op-
portunity to make a decision for Christ
and the confidence to explain the Gospel
message clearly to others. Many
parishes across the UK are running the
faith studies including Crawley, Guild-
ford, Wimbledon and Richmond. 

Many participants have had their lives
changed through impact and two partic-
ipants gave me permission to share their
story. 

stephanie's story
‘After the first Discovery session, for

the very first time, i felt i was truly for-
given; i felt loved for who i am right now
and i was suddenly hopeful for who i am
to become as a child of  God. to finally
understand how much God loved me,
how much he wanted to have a personal
and intimate relationship with me, was,
to say the least, revolutionary.’ 

Chris's story
‘every session i participated in made

me grow stronger in my faith and more
connected to God. i re-taught myself
how to read the Bible and i now have a
new appreciation for the readings. After
lesson 5, when i said the prayer to put
Jesus at the centre of  my life, a CCo
leader asked how i was; i broke down in
tears and was speechless. i had never
felt so good about my spiritual life and
so loved by our Lord.’ 

More information
if  you would like more information on
Discovery, e-mail Carol:
carol.dsouza@hotmail.co.uk 
or 
visit https://cco.ca/  

story & pictures: Carol D’souza

Carol D’souza was born in england but has roots in Goa, India. she is a parishioner at the
Friary in Crawley and works full-time in the City. When she is not sitting in front of  three
computer screens, she enjoys reading, travelling, dancing, playing Catan and volunteering in
her parish. Carol recently returned to england after spending three months in Canada and
one month in Central and south America. 

Go and Make Disciples...

Redshirts are now ‘Green’ Shirts
the ReDshiRts of  the A&B Lour-

des pilgrimage have undergone
many changes over the past couple of
years - in leadership and residence - but
one change that has perhaps flown
under the radar is that, as of  2018, the
iconic redshirt hoodies and tops are now
fairly traded, organic cotton.

the Fashion & textile industry
the fashion and textiles industry has

come under scrutiny in the past for
excessive use of  pesticides, wasting
large quantities of  water and even
maintaining conditions of  modern slav-
ery. An integral part of  Redshirts is
exploring how the Christian faith
should impact upon our behaviour
towards ourselves and others. 

the choice to switch to organic cotton
allows Redshirts to include their global
neighbours in this mission to serve oth-
ers as young Christians.

in comparison to previous years, this
shift means that the red shirts no
longer contain polyester (or any other
synthetic fibres). the Pope wrote in
Laudato si: ‘ Living our vocation to be
protectors of  God’s handiwork is essen-
tial to a life of  virtue, it is not an optional
or a secondary aspect of  our Christian
experience.’

Caring for People
our mission of  stewardship is not con-

fined to caring for the environment but
also for the people who inhabit it.
Choosing materials certified by Fair
Wear (an organisation which inspects
and regulates the working conditions of
garment makers in various companies)
allows us to move towards a future in
which conditions are just and all people
receive the dignity they deserve. 

exploitation does not have a place in a
Christian world and therefore every ef-

fort should be made to ensure that mod-
ern slavery is eradicated.

Motto - Love in Action
the motto printed on the back of  the
2018 Redshirt hoodies is ‘Build. serve.
Pray. explore. Connect.’ this itself  is
printed by the organisation CheC,
which provides opportunities for dis-
abled people in the workplace. the en-
tire pilgrimage motto is ‘Love in Action’. 
We can see these mottos realised in all
areas of  life by extending our belief  in
loving our neighbour to include all
people worldwide. 

We should be stewards of  the environ-
ment, preserving and improving it for
our future neighbours, and the Red-
shirts’ shift to more sustainable materi-
als has demonstrated the importance of
love in action which stretches beyond
Lourdes.

story: ella shattock and Lucy Bergin

Please support

our Advertisers
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FROM THE PARISHES
BRIGHTON

St Mary’s Preston Park
on 20 JULY the svP organised a high
tea at tower house – the local commu-
nity centre which provides companion-
ship and social events for the lonely and
housebound. 75 of  us enjoyed a lavish
spread and enjoyable social occasion
which raised £800 for funds towards the
running of  the centre.

the social Concerns Group organised
a coffee morning on 16 september with
cake stall, bring and buy stall and raffle,
in aid of  Uganda hands For hope and
the final total including donations came
to £126.53.

Golden Jubilee congratulations to
Chris and Glenn Rodrigues who cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary
on 28 september with a special Mass
and who received a Papal Blessing at the
10.00am Mass on 30 september.

Claire shelton-Jones 
CATERHAM

FR seAn FinneGAn is making a good
recovery from his heart attack, but,
sadly, we have to report that his mother,
nancy Finnegan, died at the end of
september. the thoughts and prayers of
the parish are with him at this time.
We thank the various priests who have
said Masses over the past weeks, Canon
Jim Pannett, Frs Gus Kinnane, Aidan
Murray, Gabriel Diaz Patri, Anthony
hale and Bindy whilst Fr sean is recu-
perating.

Wednesday evenings sees Roy Peachey
conducting discussions relating to the
‘introduction to the Catholic Faith’. And
now that summer is over preparations
are already in hand for the parish
Christmas Market!

the toddler Group have acquired a
new leader, the very experienced tracey
Mangan who is introducing a new and
exciting programme for the toddlers.

on sunday, 30 september the Parish
Women’s Group, organised by Joy 
Cutler, arranged to sell cakes and coffee
after all the Masses on that day and
raised over £500 for the Macmillan
nurses Cancer Charity.

Peter Patterson
CRAWLEY

MAnY oF our parishioners enjoyed the
Crawley irish Festival at the end of  Au-
gust, despite the damp weather!  During
the opening ceremony, Katie-George
Dunlevy expressed her gratitude for all
the support she had received in her
sporting endeavours. We sang along to
the well-known and well-loved irish
songs performed by local bands, includ-
ing our own eddie hurdman with Reel
strings.

Many thanks to Fr Kenneth who cele-
brated our Mass on 15 september and
made an appeal for the holy Ghost 
Fathers.

We were sad to hear of  the recent
death of  Marie-odile herve, who for
many years served as a parish sister and
first Communion catechist before retir-
ing to Rennes in France. We hope to ar-
range a memorial Mass for her soon.

Barbara Winstanley
EWELL

st CLeMent’s has been celebrating
again, this time with not one but two
parties to mark the 25th anniversary of
Fr Graham Bamford’s  arrival as our
new parish priest in 1993.  he looked so
young when he first came to ewell and
he really hasn’t changed that much in
his quarter century with us.  it must
have been a great shock to the system
coming from quiet Lancing by the sea to
the noisy, often congested ewell Bypass,
but he conquered his misgivings and we
think he rather likes it here now!

During his time with us the church
has been reordered and just the other
evening, when we hosted the AGM of
Churches together in ewell, several vis-
itors said they were always impressed
when they came to st Clement’s as it ra-
diated welcome.

Fr Graham is very fond of  music and
the congregation’s singing skills have
improved by leaps and bounds over his
years with us.  his two cats, Chico and
Lily, are pretty well known in the area
and Lily sometimes pops into the church
to join us in Morning Prayer. so, thank
you Fr Graham and we wish you a very
happy anniversary!

story: Charlotte Gregory
Picture: Ann hannan

EASTBOURNE
Christ the King and St Joachim

As We Move towards the end of  an
eventful year which saw the retirement
of  our former parish priest, Fr Barry
Anderson, after having led us for more
than 21 years and the appointment of  
Fr neil Chatfield as his successor, we
have been greatly blessed by the arrival
of  Fr thomas Mason, as our assistant
priest.

Fr thomas, ordained earlier this year,
joined us on the feast of  the Assumption
of  our Lady. After Mass, a buffet recep-
tion was held to welcome his arrival.

Frank hennelly, who has given many
years of  loyal service to the parish has
now retired from his position of  han-
dling bookings for the use of  the hall.

this autumn we have resumed
watching a series of  DvD presentations
entitled ‘A Quick Journey through the
Bible.’ the current series covers the
Book of  exodus and the ten plagues of
egypt.

John Carmody
EASTBOURNE

Our Lady of Ransom
the PARish said farewell to Fr Gerard
hatton who has moved to the parish of

st hugh of  Lincoln, Knaphill where he
becomes parish priest.  We welcomed Fr
tristan Cranfield who has recently been
ordained at Arundel Cathedral.

the autumn RCiA programme has
started with parishioners being invited
to raise or answer questions.

Mary staffiere
LEWES

At oUR PARish MAss on 9 september
we participated in the inauguration of  a
sodality of  the Blessed sacrament for
those who have received their first holy
Communion over the past couple of
years.  this is part of  our 'local re-
sponse' to the national eucharistic
Congress being held in Liverpool that
same weekend. 

Our three young candidates
with Canon Jonathan Martin

three of  our young people were admit-
ted, and it was good to hear them mak-
ing a firm pledge to commit themselves
to Adoration of  and Devotion to the
Blessed sacrament. they were pre-
sented with a medal  blessed for the oc-
casion, and they led us in prayer at the
end of  Mass.  We hope that many more
will be moved to join them.

Ffion Wilkes
MAYFIELD

the PARish are delighted and very
grateful to Bishop Richard for sending
us Fr Patrick Fitzgerald-Lombard a
Carmelite Friar as our new parish
priest. We are also very indebted to the
wealth of  retired priests who have trav-
eled great distances to celebrate our
10.00am sunday Mass. Led by the Bishop
himself  on Fr Mario's departure to hos-
pital, we have been privileged to six
months of  wonderful service and a great
variety of  homilies. our very great
thanks go out to all those who have put
themselves out to allow us to remain a
working parish. 

David Flood
MIDHURST

FoLLoWinG the ReCent Adoremus
eucharistic Congress Bishop Richard
had asked all parishes to have time of
Adoration during the congress, so there
was a holy hour in the church at Mid-
hurst following the saturday, 09.30am
Mass. We were invited to unite ourselves
with those attending the congress.  Fr
Peter Mewsam had promoted this spe-
cial observance to the three churches
within our parish.  Falling on the Feast
of  the Birthday of  the Blessed virgin
Mary, it was an appropriate, prayerful,
reflective and rather beautiful experi-
ence.  the focus for prayer was a pre-
cious space for silence and reflection in
our often very chaotic lives; certainly a
special event, which united Catholics all
around the country. 

Paula Dempsey
PETWORTH with DUNCTON

in AUGUst there was a new social
event in Petworth;  a ‘Pizza and Pool’
party hosted by a couple of  our parish-
ioners.  not only swimming but tennis,

STELLA MARIS MASS

trampolining and other fun things to do,
as well as your own individually crafted
pizzas cooked in a wood-burning oven.
And some of  the young people were very
creative with their toppings!  it was a
lovely afternoon and a great way for
families to get together.

two representatives of  our parish
write vividly on the recent Adoremus
Congress in Liverpool: the first two
days were filled with lectures, notable
among them being Bishop Robert Bar-
ron who captivated the audience, the
young people with their drama contri-
bution about the Blessed eucharist, the
work done by the charities Mary’s Meals
and the Apostleship of  the sea, and so
much more.  

on sunday, solemn high Mass was cel-
ebrated in the Metropolitan Cathedral
of  Christ the King (known locally as
‘Paddy’s Wigwam’!) and in the afternoon
there was a wonderful procession
through the streets of  Liverpool led by
Cardinal vincent nicholls carrying the
Blessed sacrament and followed by
thousands of  pilgrims. the Congress
concluded with Benediction in the
Cathedral.  our correspondents finish:
‘it was a most uplifting weekend and an
opportunity to be with, and pray with,
one extended national family.’

sally Bohane
ST LEONARDS on SEA

WeLL Done to all our Year 3 pupils
and their teachers.  We are very proud
of  the children from our primary
school, st Mary star of  the sea after the
Year 3 children won a  sussex-wide read-
ing challenge.  As part of  their prize
they were treated to a story time session
with CBeebies’ Mister Maker. Mister
Maker, otherwise known as Phil Gal-
lagher, read shark-themed picture story
‘Gilbert in Deep’ to youngsters. the
class was also rewarded with free tickets
to Drusillas Park Zoo.

elizabeth Fitch 

to ALL oUR
CoRResPonDents

iteMs  for the December 2018 issue
must reach the editorial office at
Crawley by 10am on Monday 29
october 2018 and for the January 2019
issue by Monday 19 november 2018.
Contributions may be sent by e-mail to
abnews@dabnet.org and if  so please
always include a contact telephone
number.

it is helpful to us if  Correspondents can
type their contributions, keep them to
no more than 200 words and include a
word count. Please use the highest
resolution possible when taking
photographs and do not reduce the
quality when you send them to us.
original good quality digital pictures
(which must be at least 300dpi) are very
welcome. they should be sent as e-mail
attachments. We regret we are unable
to use photocopies or copies printed
directly from computers.

Please tell us who gave permission
and what evidence do you have for
children’s  photos to be published.

MonsiGnoR RiChARD MADDeRs
was the celebrant for the Apostleship of
the sea’s stella Maris Mass on 12
september in Arundel Catheral. During
the Mass, Michael Cranfield, Patrick
Byrne and Deacon Allan veness were
commissioned as ships’ welfare visitors
for the Apostolate of  the sea.  

this small team of  volunteers is based
at shoreham Port and makes  regular
visits to its berths to welcome and be-
friend seafarers  from around the world.

Allan Barry

YoU ARe WeLCoMe to join our
group on Wednesdays from 7.30pm to
8.15pm in the Assisi Room behind st
Augustine's Abbey, sample oak Lane,
Chilworth, Guildford GU4 8QR. 
A period of  quiet meditation. no need
to book. typically, around ten or more
people attend from all backgrounds
aged from 30+ to 85+!
More information from sheila Long-
man - email:
sheliaannlongman@aol.com tel: 01483
505814 

We follow the World Community for

Christian Meditation 

CHILWORTH CHRISTIAN MEDITATION
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FR John PeARson, former very
much loved parish priest of  st er-

conwald's, died in March this year. his
ashes, as per his wishes, were interred
in Uganda on 7 september 2018. in
around the year 2000, Father John be-
came interested in st Michael's chil-
dren's home in Uganda and he was
instrumental in forming ‘the help
Uganda trust’ which has been a parish
project for both Billingshurst and 
Walton on thames churches. 

the charity he established  has trans-
formed the lives of  more than 100 young
people over the last 20 years. the final
service for him was conducted by
Bishop ssemogerere as well as the vicar
General of  Kampala, who represented 
Cardinal Wamala. Fr edward Kannada,
a dear friend to us in Walton, was also
present. 

More than 40 young people from st
Michael’s formed a choir to sing in his
honour and the parish church of  nsam-
byia was full. his ashes were finally in-
terred about an hour from Kampala on

land he had secured for one of  the young
people of  st Michael’s.

Fr John was born in Kent and brought
up an Anglican. he initially became an
Anglican priest and served several
parishes in Dorset. As an Anglican
priest he also acted as chaplain to a
Borstal, something that touched him
greatly and resulted in him becoming
committed to transforming the lives of
young people.

his love of  Mary led him to an interest
in the Catholic church and, following
many discussions with the then Bishop
Cormac, he spent time studying at the
Pontifical Beda College in  Rome and
was ordained in 1987.  

Fr John’s first parish as a Catholic
priest was in eastbourne, then Billing-
shurst and Pullborough (1996) and fi-
nally Walton on thames (2006-2018).
Whilst Parish priest in Billingshurst and
Pullborough Fr John had a conversation
with a Ugandan parishioner which led

him to st Michael’s orphanage, Kam-
pala. the young people of  st Michael's
are all victims of  either hiv/AiDs or
war. they are of  mixed faiths.  

Fr John decided he would help the
young people by transforming the home.
Children would be truly loved like a
family and he would ensure that all
were supported with high quality edu-
cation and training until they could sup-
port themselves often to their
mid-twenties because of  the early dis-
ruption to their education and family
life. More than 70 are now independent
adults thanks to his plan, with some 35
remaining to finish Fr John’s pro-
gramme.

if  you would like to support the re-
maining 35 young people at  st Michael's
you can donate via the website
www.helpugandatrust.org.

story and pictures: M2M team 
st erconwald's Parish 

Walton on Thames 

Fr John Pearson, RIP, is interred in Uganda

MY 16 YeAR oLD son AnD i from st.
Joseph’s church in epsom, recently joined
four other secular Franciscans from the
UK to go to a european Congress of  the
secular Franciscan order and Young
Franciscans in Lithuania. this gathering
welcomed people from all over europe and
as far east as Russia, Ukraine, and Belarus
and was 150 people strong. What an 
incredible blessing it was! 

in Lithuania,with its rich heritage of  
devotion to our Lord and his Blessed
Mother, the Parish of  Kretinga opened
their homes to us and we stayed with indi-
vidual parishioners there.  At the hill of
Crosses, at Pakutuvenai and the samogi-
tian Calvary we learnt about the attempts
to destroy the human spirit in soviet times
and the power of  faith in God to have hope
and rebuild. We learnt how our Blessed
Mother watched as the Catholic Churches
were destroyed during the reformation,
only to call the people back to their faith at
siluva and protect them at the Gate of
Dawn.    

the secular Franciscan order of
Lithuania have commissioned an icon
(above) dedicated to the Queen of  the
Franciscan order.  this icon has been
touring through europe and we hope that
eventually it will come to the UK.

Lithuania is a country sustained by the
intercession of  Mary and the blessings
that we have received from being there will
remain for a very long time.

story: Kathy Maskens (oFs)

Secular Franciscans 
in Lithuania
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WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE  SCHOOLS ON THIS  PAGE
FOR SUPPORTING THE PAPER 

Meaningful Crackers
These are the UK’s first Fairtrade certificated
crackers and will look magnificent on the
table. Full colour hat, eco friendly snap, bag
of milk chocolate buttons and a fun
Christmas table quiz in each cracker.
Six crackers per box. RRP £9.99.

A great way to share  
the Christmas story
The Real Advent Calendar is a great way 
to share the Christmas story. Includes 
our largest 24 page Story Activity Booklet
illustrated by Alida Massari.

There’s a page for each day of Advent 
and some fun challenges along the way. 
There is also a line of the Christmas story 
behind each of the 25 windows. 

Buy Now
Online - The simplest way to  
pay is to visit our online shop at 
www.realadvent.co.uk Remember 
there is free delivery if you order a 
case direct from us.

Shops - Tesco (larger stores-
calendars only) and independent 
retailers such as Traidcraft, Eden.
co.uk & CLC shops have supplies.  
For details visit our website  
www.realadvent.co.uk

Order these at
www.meaningfulchocolate.co.uk

Joy to the World - Sharing Box
Suitable for Christingles, 
Messy Church, crib 
services and other 
Christmassy  
get-togethers. 
Contains 30  
gold foiled milk 
chocolate angels 
and 30 Christmas 
story-activity 
posters. Great for 
kids and a treat  
for adults as well.
RRP £30

"..a great idea." 
Alan Titchmarsh

the only calendar with a FREE
Christmas story-activity book

FOILED
FOR FRESHNESS

RRP

£3.99
RRP

£3.99

Also Available

supporting

Calendars 
also available 
from

            

The Towers
Upper Beeding, Steyning BN44 3TF

01903 812185
admin@thetowersschool.org
www:thetowersschool.org

Junior Open Morning
Wednesday 14th November

10am – 12pm

Visit our website: St. Joseph’s Specialist Trust 
& click on ‘Recruitment’

St. Joseph’s 
Specialist Trust

www.cranmoreprep.co.uk01483 280340

Cranmore School
Independent Preparatory School
for girls and boys 2 ½ - 13

2018

TUESDAY 13TH NOV

09.30 -11.15

NURSERY
OPEN MORNING

13
NOV

01428 681032  registrar@barrowhills.org

A D  M A J O R A  P A R A M U R

Roke Lane, Witley, Surrey Gu8 5NY

www.barrowhills.org

 
 
 

 
 

St Mary’s Catholic 
Primary School

P         

If your School would
like to wish our readers 

a Happy and Holy Christmas
in the next edition, please

get in touch by 
Monday 12th November

Contact Janet on 
07931 836907 

or email  janett@cathcom.org


