
DaBCeC, the Diocese of  arundel
and Brighton Christian educa-

tion Centre in Crawley, has been re-
named the St Philip Howard Centre,
after the sixteenth century saint and
co-principal patron of  the Diocese (with our Lady immac-
ulate).

DaBCeC was opened in summer 1979. the building was
formerly the old St francis School and for the first time it
brought together under one roof  the Schools Commission,
the recently formed adult education team and the Reli-
gious education Service.

today, the St philip howard Centre is home to the edu-
cation Service, the formation team and secretaries - and
the a&B News team. 

in fact, two of  the present Centre staff  also studied as
school pupils in the same building more than 50 years ago
when it was St francis School.  
the Centre continues DaBCeC’s work of  Christian for-

mation or catechesis at all levels - from the cradle to the
grave, with a focus on the homes, the schools and the
parishes of  the diocese. 

New signage is now in place, as seen in the picture to the
left, with Bishop Richard and amanda Jones, office & fa-
cilities Manager of  the St philip howard Centre. 

Story & Photo:
A&B News Team 
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A happy and holy Christmas to all our readers
Angels in Brighton & Hove

The End of DABCEC

The Interfaith Choir entertains the audience in St Peter’s, Hove

the iNteRfaith CoNtaCt GRoup of  Brighton
& hove held its annual interfaith service in St

peter’s Church, hove. 
welcomed by parish priest fr alexander Lucie-

Smith, the attendees were from a variety of  faiths and
traditions, including Muslims, Jews, Quakers, Baha’i,
humanists and Christians. Councillor Dee Simson,
Mayor of  Brighton & hove, and Caroline Lucas, Mp
for Brighton pavilion, attended the event.

the key theme for the group this year was celebrat-
ing angels, ‘across all faiths and across all people,’
and many of  the presentations and talks addressed
the idea of  angels, material and spiritual. 

the varied presentations were much appreciated by
the large audience and the choirs - St peter’s Youth
Choir and the interfaith Choir (pictured above) - both
performed lively pieces that were loudly applauded.

the event ended with a selection of  organ pieces by
John williamson, after which the audience moved to
the parish room for refreshments - and tubs of  ‘the
oldest dessert in the world.’ 

on the walls were displayed the prize-winning
posters from the ‘Angels in the City’ competition, and
Mayor Simson happily posed with two of  the young
winners.

Story and photo: A&B News Team    

(...and the beginning of the St Philip Howard Centre)

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Now that we aRe iN the SeaSoN of aDveNt,
we are invited to look forward in hope to the coming

of  the Saviour. we look to his coming in two ways: at the
end of  time when he comes in Glory and to our celebration
of  his coming amongst us at his birth. 

advent is a short season in our Church’s year. with end-
ing of  a long school term, the rush to prepare for Christ-
mas, the commercial pressure that so many feel at this
time of  year, the call to this hope in the coming of  the
Saviour can be lost. Yet, hope is a wonderful gift. it is a
virtue that takes us beyond the immediate to the one who
makes sense of  our lives, to our destiny as the children of
God, to the ‘Life to the full’ that Jesus came to bring.
as we join in singing the advent hymn ‘o Come, o come,
immanuel’, may we witness to the coming of  the Lord in
our families, in our schools and parishes and to the world
around us, so that the reality of  Christmas - that God is
with us - can become a reality for all.
with every Blessing for this advent Season and for a
prayer-filled and joyous celebration of  the Lord’s birth.

from Bishop Richard

Christmas Message

JOE WALSH TOURS
LOURDES 2019

WE OFFER  
» Direct ights from various airports in the UK 
» Fully escorted with professional guides  
» Return airport transfers  
» Great selection of hotels 
» Fully exible tailor-made itineraries 
» Fully licensed for nancial protection

» Hotel accommodation on full board basis

» Comprehensive Religious Programme
» Led by Spiritual Director 

ENQUIRE 
NOW FOR 

2019

LOURDES 
27 MAY  |  6 NIGHTS  
From Exeter

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & 
DINNER 

£795pp
£

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689 in compliance 
with the Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulation 2018.  
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St John’s Seminary – Wonersh
Mgr Gerry ewing, vice-Rector (Photos: Thomas Lawes)

theRe aRe thRee seminaries in
england - St John’s Seminary, won-

ersh is one of  them (the other two being
allen hall in London, and oscott in
Birmingham). there are also three Sem-
inaries overseas -  the venerable english
College and the pontifical Beda College,
both in Rome, and the Royal english Col-
lege in valladolid, Spain which now of-
fers a pre-Seminary year. 
Wonersh has been forming priests for

service in the Church (including Bishop
Richard) since 1891. it is just three miles
from Guildford, Surrey and was origi-
nally in the Southwark Diocese, but now
finds itself  in this Diocese of  arundel &
Brighton (a&B).
Currently we have 30 or so seminarians

from the following Dioceses: a&B,
Clifton, east anglia, Liverpool,
portsmouth and Southwark. 

My Role as vice-Rector
i trained for the priesthood at wonersh

myself  (overlapping with Bishop
Richard), and i was ordained a South-
wark priest in 1981. after 36 years
mainly in parish ministry, and with a
number of  other jobs in the Southwark
Diocese and beyond under my belt,
archbishop peter asked me to become

the vice-Rector in September 2017. 
My role is described in the Ratio of

2016 (which i shall refer to later)   ……
The Vice-Rector must be suitable for the
work of  formation. He is called to assist
the Rector, with due discretion, in the ser-
vice of  formation, and to substitute for
him in the case of  absence. In general, the
Vice-Rector ‘must demonstrate strong
pedagogical abilities, a joyous love of  his
service and a spirit of  collaboration’.

Looking back over my first year in the
post – shall we say that i am growing
into the job! it is a huge privilege to be
part of  the team of  formators, who help
those who feel called to the priesthood to
discern whether or not this is God’s will
for them.

the Rector and team
Canon Brian Coyle (Southwark) is the

Rector and the ‘father of  the house’ at
wonersh. he leads the team of  forma-
tors; in addition to myself, they are: fr
Kevin Dring (a&B), fr Michael foun-
taine (Clifton), Dr pia Matthews (a wife
and mother from wallington, Surrey),
and Canon Luke Smith (Southwark).
Currently, we are awaiting the appoint-
ment of  one more formator.  

in addition to the formation staff, some
30 or so others – priests and lay men and
women – come in to lecture, for spiritual
direction or for human formation work.
they are not all in at the same time! 

it is great to have so many people in-
volved in the life of  the Seminary and we
are truly grateful for their professional-
ism, their dedication and their commit-
ment. 

formation, not training
our youngest seminarian is in his

early 20s, and our oldest is in his late 60s!

we don’t talk about training for the
priesthood any more (as i did earlier).
Rather, we talk about formation. During
initial formation, seminarians are very
much introduced to the requirement for
on-going formation after ordination –
emphasising that formation for the
priesthood is never complete – it is a life-
long process.
in 1992, pope St John paul ii wrote an

apostolic exhortation on the formation
of  priests – Pastores Dabo Vobis – which
focused on four essential areas of
priestly formation: human, intellectual,
spiritual and pastoral. these areas are
developed during the Seminary course –
the average length of  time being six
years – which includes a pastoral year in
a parish in the seminarian’s home dio-
cese in Year 4. 

Seminaries do not do whatever they
want as far as the six year formation
course is concerned; rather, all Seminar-
ies are closely directed by the Congrega-
tion for the Clergy in Rome, which has
the responsibility of  determining the
overall formation requirements in Semi-
naries throughout the world. 

universal and Local ‘Ratios’
in 2016, the Congregation published

the Ratio Fundamentalis Institutionis
Sacerdotalis (The Fundamentals of
Priestly Formation) with the more user-
friendly title - The Gift of  the Priestly Vo-
cation. 

(Continued on page 3)
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Seminarian Room Refurbishment Appeal

St John’s Seminary - Wonersh (cont. from page 2)
this universal Ratio will lead to the

Bishops in each country throughout the
world preparing a local Ratio for their
specific territory and culture - which
then has to be approved by the Congre-
gation for the Clergy in Rome. 

priestly formation is taken very seri-
ously, as the Church has a duty to pre-
pare its priests as best it can – and the
people of  God have a right to the best
prepared priests possible (and priests
who will then continue to be formed
after ordination).
Is formation for the priesthood taken
more seriously these days than it was be-
fore? this is a difficult question to an-
swer. Suffice to say that there is much
more professionalism evident in today’s
society – along with more accountability
– and the Church cannot operate in a
vacuum.

Character
for example – particularly in the light

of  priestly scandals that sadly continue
to rock the Church and society these
days - we need to ascertain the integrity
of  character of  those applying for the
Seminary, so psychological and other as-
sessment is undertaken to determine the
mental and the emotional health of  a po-
tential seminarian. 

During the six years at wonersh,
human formation work is undertaken in
order to deal with unresolved issues and
‘excess baggage’, and seminarians will
have personal targets to achieve.    

the Ratio speaks of  the importance of
the seminarian knowing himself, and
letting himself  be known – relating to
his formators with sincerity and trans-
parency. it refers to a seminarian work-
ing humbly and ceaselessly on himself
in order to be open to the truths of  life
and the demands of  ministry. 

intellect
intellectually, the Ratio provides a de-

scriptive list of  materials that must be
included in philosophical, theological
and related studies. Being an affiliated
institution of  St Mary’s university,
twickenham, it is possible to gain a
Bachelor of  theology (Bth) degree. So
university regulations have to be fol-
lowed at wonersh and various internal
and external checks are in place to en-

sure that this happens. the professional-
ism and the accountability that today’s
society demands are addressed as nor-
mally and as naturally as possible - but
those coming to wonersh these days are
used to these demands, as it is all part of
the world that they have come from and,
of  course, to which they will return.

Life here is ‘Quite Normal’
however, wonersh is not isolated from

the world by any means. in the main, we
follow university terms – and we have
university holidays! on one level, life at
wonersh could be described as similar to
university life, and a good number of
our seminarians would look exactly like
today’s average student. 

Life at wonersh is ‘quite normal’ really
and visitors are pleasantly surprised.
we have a gym, we have a bar, we have a
day off. Seminarians can visit friends
and family, who are also warmly wel-
comed at wonersh. But we are not sim-
ply a university hall of  Residence.
wonersh is much more than that, and
much more is expected of  the seminar-
ian.

Chapel, prayer - and Music
Central to the life of  the Seminary is

the Chapel – loved by so many over the

years. any seminarian sitting in our
Chapel will have been both challenged
and supported by the inscription over
the old high altar from John 15:16 Non
vos me elegistis, sed ego elegi vos   …   You
did not choose me, no I chose you.

Daily prayer and meditation is central
to the life of  the seminarian. each semi-
narian has a Spiritual Director and the
house Spiritual Director has overall re-
sponsibility for the spiritual life of  the
Seminary. Needless-to-say, we have daily
Mass and Devotions and over the years
the seminarians are prepared to be
presiders and preachers at Mass and
other liturgical celebrations. 

During their time at wonersh they are
exposed to a broad range of  music to
prepare them adequately for parish life.

parish Life and Service: 
the focus of  all formation

in addition to the pastoral Year spent
in a parish in Year 4, seminarians are in-
volved in a great variety of  weekly pas-
toral work throughout their years at
wonersh, and sometimes during the hol-
idays too. this work is monitored and
assessed.

it is on parish life, and on the service
of  the people of  God, that all formation

at wonersh is focused. the seminarian
is formed to acknowledge and to respect
the priesthood of  all the Baptised, while
being aware of  the distinct character of
the ordained priesthood … and the gift
of  the priestly vocation with its call to
service.

i will let the Ratio have the final word,
as i ask for your prayers for wonersh
and issue a warm invitation for parishes
to visit us by arrangement…
The priest is, therefore, called to form
himself  so that his heart and his life are
conformed to the Lord Jesus, in this way
becoming a sign of  the love God has for
each person. By being intimately united to
Christ, he will be able: to preach the
Gospel and become an instrument of  the
mercy of God; to guide and give correc-
tion; to intercede and care for the spiri-
tual life of  the faithful entrusted to him;
to listen and welcome, while also respond-
ing to the demands and the deep ques-
tions of our time. 

ReCeNtLY, letters from the Seminary
were sent to all parishes in the dioce-

ses where the majority of  wonersh semi-
narians come from – arundel & Brighton,
Clifton, portsmouth and Southwark – ask-
ing for financial help to redecorate and re-
furbish all the seminarian rooms, which
had received little or no attention for some
40 years. 

Many of  the rooms had threadbare car-
pets and curtains close to disintegration.
Some beds and other furniture had begun
their life in the Junior Seminary at Mark
Cross, Sussex – which closed in 1970!

the response from the parishes has been
amazingly generous with donations com-
ing from parish funds, special collections,
individuals, organisations and charities.  

So far, £237,000 (including Gift aid) has
been raised. this means that a little more
seminarian bedroom furniture has been
able to be bought than was originally in-
tended – and of  much better quality. there
is a target now of  £300,000 in order to do
the best possible for our seminarians and
future priests.

every donation has been acknowledged
where possible, and to those who sent do-
nations anonymously – heartfelt thanks
and an assurance of  the Seminary’s
prayers.

as well as the generosity of  so many in
support of  our seminarians, what has been
so touching are some of  the letters re-
ceived with the donations, which show the
great interest that so many people have in
wonersh and the great love that so many
have for the Seminary – either directly or
indirectly.

one donation, for example, was sent in
memory of  the donor’s father, who had
been at wonersh in 1909 aged 14 years.
(wonersh was also a Junior Seminary at
that time.) the donor’s father had obvi-
ously left the Seminary at some stage, but
in 1909 he had sent a postcard from won-
ersh village to his mother in ireland. the
donor had enclosed a copy of  his father’s
postcard - which he still treasured!

Donations for the Refurbishment appeal
are still being gratefully received! if  you
can help in any way, please send a cheque
(made payable to St John’s Seminary) to
Mgr Gerald ewing (vice-Rector), St John’s
Seminary, wonersh, Guildford, Surrey
Gu5 0QX. 
all identifiable donations are acknowl-

edged and Gift aid forms are sent, if  re-
quested. Bank transfer is also possible.
email vice-rector@wonersh.org for further
details. thank you so much!

Queen of the Clergy, Pray for Us

.............................................................................................................
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JUST A THOUGHT

we LooK foRwaRD, on December
19, Dv, to celebrating the ordina-

tion of  Deacon Jack Lusted as a priest of
this diocese. 

in this edition of  the paper we learn
about the role of  St John’s Seminary at
wonersh in forming Deacon Jack, as
well as many of  the current priests of
our diocese - including Bishop Richard.

it is also proper to remember the many
volunteers whose hidden but very signif-
icant work enables the diocese to func-
tion effectively. this was the first time
that the major operating functions met
on the same day in arundel, and our
Chief  operating officer, Sarah 
Kilmartin, plans to make it an annual
event.
there is much to look forward to in the

coming year and your (volunteer) edito-
rial team of  the a&B News wish all
readers a happy and holy Christmas and
every blessing in the new year.   

ad Limina statement.
the training to be provided by Deaneries in 2019 was ex-

plained by Rosemary. in future each Deanery will have their an-
nual refresher course in the same month each year and details
will be accessible on the Diocesan website together with links to
other information and resources. it was stressed that the cur-
rent DBS versions of  forms on the CSaS or the Diocesan web-
sites should be used and that paper based forms are still
required.

philip provided a list of  the General Data protection Regula-
tions (GDpR) introduced in May 2018 that pSRs must now follow
and concluded by advising that the update Day in 2019 would be
on Saturday 2 November at the same venue.  

Story: A&B NewS team
...........................................................................................................

health & Safety in the Diocese

heaLth aND SafetY – a subject which normally brings a
few sighs and dropping of  the eyelids - had its annual airing

in arundel as part of  the Diocesan Meeting Quartet. Sarah Kil-
martin, Chief  operating officer, opened the meeting by intro-
ducing herself  and her role in the Diocese. while we may want
to ignore this important subject, it is quite clear from Sarah
that we cannot survive without it.

Delegates were reminded of  the target of  30 april 2019 for
completion of  all the very high and high assignments; all cor-
responding tasks should be well in hand by then.

Nicky worley, the Diocesan health & Safety consultant who
provides support on the parish Safety toolbox – a well-re-
spected management tool - then took over and explained new
plans to support parishes in the instruction of  third party Con-
tractors. a preferred supplier database is being developed
through collaboration with the Deaneries and will be available
through Safety toolbox in 2019.

Nicky advised that the Diocese has the responsibilities of  a
landlord in relation to each priest living in our presbyteries;
thus we must comply with the minimum standards regarding
the safety of  utilities, monitoring of  asbestos and provision of
smoke and carbon dioxide alarms. online tasks were explained
further and delegates were introduced to Sue forrest, based at
Bishop’s house, who is now also available to assist and to give
advice on buildings. it was noted that it is now possible to pro-
vide access for additional users to particular sections of  a
parish Safety toolbox.  

the new online tool, event Manager, is now available to assist
organisers. Nicky stressed that it is not to be used for Night
Shelters, as they already have their comprehensive tools. the
requirement for fire plans and what should be included was de-
scribed in detail and the meeting concluded with the accident
Reporting procedure. 

Many questions were asked throughout and at the end by an
obviously involved and attentive audience, and all were an-
swered comprehensively by the presenters. 

Story: David White, St John the Evangelist, Horsham
...........................................................................................................

Diocesan Gift aid Rebates Reach £1.3m

it haS BeeN peRhapS the busiest year ever on the adminis-
trative front for Gift aid in the Diocese. Major changes to the

team at Bishop’s house, plus a new computer system, plus new
data protection regulations, plus an updated banking system
have all happened while the ordinary business of  claiming tax
refunds still carried on. it was good to know, therefore, that
total tax reclaims received in 2017/18 were £1.3 million, a signifi-
cant sum of  money which underlines the importance of  Gift aid
to parishes and schools. 

Sue Rickard had decided to retire at easter, so Sarah Kil-
martin introduced the new Gift aid Co-ordinator, patricia
wrightson, who is settling in well into her new role replacing
the much-missed Sue – see article on page 5. the Gift aid office
has also lost Lara Smith, who left to have a baby girl so congrat-
ulations and best wishes. however, it’s suspected that Lara will
not be getting as much rest as Sue! 

patricia took the delegates through an overview of  the impact
of  all the changes before handing over to the audit team. the
three Gift aid auditors, David Goodge, ian Dallas and Dan Mee-
han, have provided much appreciated ongoing support to or-
ganisers across the Diocese over the years. they had prepared
very useful update presentations for the day. all three have
worked hard to update the computer system to a new web-based
platform and then introduce it to organisers. in addition, there
have been major changes to data protection regulations to be in-
corporated into our procedures. 

all of  this meant a complete rewrite of  the Gift aid Manual to
take these changes into account, simplifying and reducing the
size of  the manual at the same time. Dan explained the high-
lights of  all these changes and their impact on organisers. ian
gave a walkthrough of  some of  the new approaches to upload-
ing records (Gift aid declarations and standing order forms) to
the web-based system, which will ultimately lead to a paperless
system. 

(continued on page 5)

introduction

avoLuNteeR iS DefiNeD as a person who freely gives
time for another person or for a good cause. well, the 240

volunteers who came to arundel Cathedral and the Cathedral
Centre on Saturday 3 November certainly fitted into this group.
this unique gathering from throughout the diocese encom-
passed volunteers whose skills ranged from finance to health
& Safety, Safeguarding and Gift aid. Most of  whom possibly did
not know what they were getting themselves into at the time of
offering, or maybe it was a parish priest who gave the nudge!
however, all would agree, it was to spread the word and for the
glory of  God.
in the past the four disciplines held their annual meetings in

separate places and at separate times of  the year. this year the
diocese had the bright idea to bring everyone together, albeit
with their own meetings, but to attend Mass celebrated by
Bishop Richard and to share in a simple lunch. 
the a&B News covered this unique coming together in arun-

del with correspondents at each of  the forums (or is it fora?).
also covered was the award presented to Sue Rickard, the past
Gift aid Co-ordinator.

Story: A&B NEWS Team
...........................................................................................................

where would we Be without 
finance Committees?

what MaY CoMe as a surprise to readers of  the a&B
News is that a parish has to have two things in order to

function. You guessed the first – a priest. the second require-
ment – a finance Committee! why? training in the seminary
does not cover a lot to do with money and buildings, so here are
the volunteers who support our priests and act as an important
sounding board for decisions on spending money and maintain-
ing premises.

at the finance forum, 75 committee delegates listened to a
presentation by Sarah Kilmartin, Chief  operating officer, and
Dave Newman, Diocesan financial Controller. financial re-
views included the actual results for 2017, the year-end plan-
ning for 2018, and the budget and forecast levy for 2019. Sarah
presented an overview of  audit feedback from haysmacintyre.
Much praise was given to the hard working financial teams for
the reduction of  errors - from 37 in 2012 to 27 in 2017. 

one practical issue was raised – getting cash from the parish
to the bank by volunteers, most of  whom are over 65 years of
age. as the public injury insurance only covers volunteers up
to the age of  65, a question was raised on the entitlement of
these older couriers in the event of  accidental incidents. the fi-
nance team are investigating the availability of  top-up
insurance.
other matters were raised, especially with reference to the

deficit in central funds in 2017. under-funding for retired priests
is an issue and a fundraising project is planned to rectify this
situation. the principle Levy will stay at 35% for next year and
a windfall levy of  35% will be introduced for land sales.

to keep Chairs of  finance busy next month, year-end paper
returns and declaration forms will be sent out during the first
week of  December and all agency collection (‘pink sheet’) re-
turns should be received at Bishop’s house by 17 December
2018. 

Coming up in the future, a new cloud-based accounting sys-
tem called aCCouNtSiQ – already in use at Bishop’s house –
will be rolled out to parishes early in 2019. each parish will
have its own stand-alone database with a consolidation module
taking care of  year-end reporting to Bishop’s house. Don’t
worry, members of  finance Committees - training will be car-
ried out in small groups throughout the Diocese early next year.
to close the forum, Sarah was joined by the Bishop and three of
the Diocesan trustees for a question and answer session. this
continues the tradition that the annual forum is a two-way dis-
cussion where members of  the parish finance community can
share ideas and queries with the Diocesan team.

in conclusion to the successful forum, Sarah announced that
there will be a repeat of  this event at 10am on Saturday 2
November 2019 in arundel. So, no excuses delegates, the Dio-
cese needs you!

Story: Delanee Fernando,
The Immaculate Conception of  Our Lady, Peacehaven

..........................................................................................................

the Growing importance of  
Safeguarding

phiLip wRiGht iNtRoDuCeD himself  and his assistant
Rosemary terry, followed by a quote from pope francis

commencing ‘if  one suffers, everyone suffers…’
updates from the Catholic Safeguarding advisory Service

(CSaS) were provided. it can be accessed at
https://www.csas.uk.net/ and contains all the resources that
each parish Safeguarding Representative (pSR) could require.
the resource for organising and running Church events involv-
ing children, young people and adults at risk was described in
detail and reference was made to the ongoing pontifical Com-
mission for the protection of  Minors and to the recent Bishops’

‘Hidden work, but very significant work’
Bishop Richard commenced his homily at the Mass for parish volunteer

Representatives with these words and continued: ‘Without these roles we could not
do the Mission the Lord has given us so it is right to celebrate today.’

‘Wesolych Swiot’
Our congregations contain many people
from different cultures. Our ‘Thought’
this month is about Polish Christmas
customs.

we StaRt to celebrate Christ-
mas a month before December.

every morning, we go to church to
get ready for Jesus’ birth. on the
24th of  December we put the Christ-
mas tree up. the adults make twelve
special dishes, ready for Christmas
eve. we have twelve dishes to repre-
sent Jesus’ twelve disciples. to start
the meal, we wait for the first star to
appear in the sky. it is called the
Bethlehem star. then we all stand
round the table and say a prayer
thanking for the gifts. Just before we
sit down, we share the Christmas eve
waffle with each other and wish
everybody Christmas wishes. then
we take a seat at the table and eat our
delicious meal. when we have all fin-
ished, we open our presents. then we
sing carols and if  you know how to
play on an instrument you would
play on it. at midnight, we go to
church to celebrate Jesus’ birth. we
also celebrate on the 25th, when we
spend our time with family, and the
26th with friends. that’s where
Christmas would end for my family
and friends in poland. 

Julia (aged 10) 

A&B
NEWS

The official monthly paper of the
Diocese of Arundel and Brighton

eDitoRiaL BoaRD of  a&B NewS
Canon Kieron O’Brien,  Harry Robertson,
Dr Kate Williamson, Rev Mark Woods
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Please contact
Tel: Michael and Frances: 07887 296983

or Julie and Gearoid: 07973 380443
Email info@retrouvaille.org.uk

Website: www.retrouvaille.org.uk

Retrouvaille England/Wales receives no government funding

Program details
Our next program takes place: 8th - 10th March 2019

Follow-up post days: 16th March, 30th March, 13th April, 27th April 2019
Location Welwyn Garden City

��Disillusioned or bored in your
marriage?

��Unable to communicate?

�� Feeling confused, stressed,   
unloved?

�� Separated, Divorced, or 
Thinking about it?

��Want to Enhance the Marriage 
you've already Got?

Surprised Sue accepts award from Bishop
Richard

Sue RiCKaRD waS QuietLY sitting in the front row of  arundel Cathedral
listening to the conclusion of  Mass, which was being celebrated by Bishop

Richard. 
however, on arrival at the Cathedral she had been surprised at being asked to

sit in such a prominent position, her preferred seat being in the back row. Now
all was revealed, with Bishop Richard coming forward to present Sue with the
St philip howard medal for her sterling services to the Diocese.

Let Bishop Richard take up the story.
‘Sue Rickard joined the Diocese in March 1998 and served a full 20 years as

Gift aid Co-ordinator in hove before retiring at easter this year. She knew
every single Gift aid organiser in the Diocese personally and established a
strong network and community of  volunteers, including a highly effective team
of  auditors. 

‘Sue led the way in computerising Gift aid, adopting the Giftwise system and
embedding this as the norm across the Diocese.  as a very early adopter of  this
approach, she was much sought after at the national Gift aid conference.  

‘She served on the steering group for many years, offering guidance and sup-
port to opposite numbers in other dioceses as they sought to emulate the suc-
cess of  arundel and Brighton in implementing a computerised system and
reclaiming over a £1 million in Gift aid each year. 

‘Sue is much missed in hove and even more so amongst the wider Gift aid
community, many of  whom are here today and will be delighted to catch up
with her over lunch.’

how did Sue feel about all this attention? 
‘i was totally overwhelmed – i thought this had been dealt with when i left at

easter! Nevertheless, i must say i was very happy indeed to receive this award. 
out of  the corner of  my eye i saw Sarah (Kilmartin) coming down the side aisle
with a large bunch of  flowers. She came over and gave them to me – even the c
colours matched my jacket!’ concluded a very content Sue.

Sue is pictured outside the Cathedral next to the bishop with Sarah and two
Gift aid organisers, from left to right Dan Meehan and ian Dallas. 

Story: Sarah Kilmartin/Picture: A&B News Team 

Conclusion
with all this planning, did the day work? 
Sarah Kilmartin, Chief  operating officer, gives her opinion, below: 

Gift aid (continued from page 4)
a lively open forum session followed, which shed light on many areas of  Gift aid ac-
tivities, not just the recent changes. plenty to think about and plenty to keep the or-
ganisers busy over the year to the next arundel forum. 

Story: Brian McKendry, St Dunstan’s Woking

SVP Appeal for Sudan

Both SuDaN aND South
SuDaN (since its formation in

2011) have suffered histories of  con-
flict that have left behind trails of  de-
struction and millions of  displaced
people in urgent need of  assistance.

the Svp in england & wales cur-
rently supports 151 twinned Confer-
ences in Sudan and 30 in South Sudan
(mainly around Juba).  this has
helped us to build close links with
members and to support their work
for the poor and needy in local com-
munities.

Since 1997, the Society has also
helped to fund some larger pro-
grammes of  work in both countries
including:
• Baby feeding and pre-school meals
in the camps for internally displaced
people;
• Medical centres staffed by volun-
teers and providing vital medicines
and life-saving treatment;
• Clean water supplies for local com-
munities using an Svp tanker that is
in urgent need of  replacement;
• vocational training enabling both
men and women to learn a trade such
as tailoring, carpentry, mechanics,
first aid and it;
• “Be in hope” home for street chil-
dren near Juba.

the National twinnage Committee
oversees the twinnage arrangements
and programmes of  work on behalf  of
the Svp.  ian Mawdsley, the Country
Manager, visited Sudan in 2017 with
helen o’Shea, the National president,
to review the work and there is a full

report on the website
(www.twinnage.org.uk).  

Dr. Betram Kuol, Svp programme
Manager in South Sudan, recently vis-
ited the uK and offered his whole-
hearted gratitude for support provided
through the vincentian family in eng-
land & wales.

Can you help by making a gift over the
Christmas / Lent period to the Sudan
appeal?  for example, it costs less than
£1 per week to feed a baby and the Svp is
providing emergency food and water for
some 11,000 people in the camps and pro-
viding life-saving medical support to
50,000 each year.

Cheques should be made out to “Svp
twinnage” and may be gift-aided using
forms on the website; please include a
note marked Sudan appeal.  they can be
channelled through your local Svp Con-
ference or sent to Svp twinnage, po
Box 318, whitstable, Ct5 9BS. 

thank you for your support.

John Wild, Twinnage Officer for 
Arundel & Brighton

John wild writes ‘a&B Conferences
and parishes have raised over £66k in
the last five years (over £35k in the
last two years) for the Sudan appeal
and we would very much like to ex-
ceed those annual totals this year.’

it waS GReat to get all the volun-
teers with administrative roles to-

gether for training and updates, and
we had very useful sessions in all
areas.  

above all, Bishop Richard was par-
ticularly keen to celebrate the contri-
bution made throughout the Diocese
by these teams and to thank them in
person.  

the Bishop reminded us that the
hidden ministries of  finance, health
and safety, gift aid and safeguarding
are God’s work: a crucial contribution

to the Mission of  the Church.  i envis-
age that this new format will be the
way ahead in future and that the com-
munity of  volunteers will have an an-
nual gathering in arundel in
November. 

the opportunity to celebrate Mass
together in the Cathedral made the
day really special.  
i am greatly looking forward to see-

ing all the parish delegates again next
year on 2 November.

Sarah Kilmartin
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The Diocese of Arundel and Brighton
Formation Team
Serving the communities of  our Diocese

The Justice & Peace Assembly 2019

HUMAN TRAFFICKING:
SLAVERY ON OUR DOORSTEP

Learn about the slave trade hidden right under your nose 
and how you can help those affected. 
With guest speakers from local, national and international 
organisations working to stop human trafficking.

Mick Duthie,
Deputy Director of the Santa Marta Group
Fr Mark Odion, 
African Project Coordinator, Santa Marta Group
Richard Lancashire, 
Pan Sussex Modern Slavery Manager, Specialist Crime Command, 
Sussex Police.

Also introductory workshops to Justice & Peace and environmental 
issues and volunteering opportunities. 

Venue: The St Philip Howard Centre (formerly DABCEC), 
4 Southgate Drive, Crawley, RH10 6RP
All are welcome.

To book a free place please call 
Rosie on 01293 651161 
or email rosie.read@dabnet.org

26/01/2019 09:30 - 15:30

Week of prayer for Christian Unity
18 - 25 January 2019

the ChuRCheS of iNDoNeSia have provided the
resources for the week of

prayer for Christian unity from
18 - 25 January 2019.  they focus
on the increasingly pressing
areas of  peaceful unity between
different peoples and global
economic injustice.

there are the usual daily prayer resources for the week, an
order of  service that can be adapted for your context and
which includes prayers that could be adapted for the prayers
of  the faithful on Sunday 20 January 2019, and also some
great all age resources.
even if  you cannot pray with other Christians during the

week itself, consider committing to say the daily prayers as a
family, or with a friend, or use the resources in some way in
your usual activities and meetings with fellow Catholics.
ctbi.org.uk/week-of-prayer-for-christian-unity-resources
Catherine Martindale catherine.martindale@dabnet.org is
happy to support you if  you need help or advice on how to use
or adapt these very good resources.
Catherine Martindale, Dialogue & unity adviser  01293 651162

Your Catholic Legacy - Will you share how a Saint has inspired you?

oNe of the woNDeRfuL thiNGS about the Catholic church is our devotion
to the saints. it is a great gift that we have this spiritual family to learn from and

to intercede for us. the saints are a constant inspiration to us. 
through their ‘Share your Saint’ campaign, the Your Catholic Legacy group is

asking Catholics to reflect on the legacy of  the saints and how they’ve touched our
lives, and to consider how their example can inspire us to leave our own mark on the
world by remembering Catholic causes with a gift in our will. 

the saints worked and prayed tirelessly to help bring about a brighter future. we
are called to this too, and a gift in our will can be a special part of  that mission. a
legacy is a very powerful gift. it is a concrete sign of  our hope and faith that the
world can be a better place. 

the inspiration of  the saints
Many of  us have a devotion to particular saints who are special to us. perhaps we

can relate to their story, we are inspired by their example or they have been shared
with us by a loved one. examples of  three saints follow:

apostleship of  the Sea
at the apostleship of  the Sea, we’re inspired by St peter Claver, the patron Saint of

seafarers. this remarkable man spent 44 years caring for african slaves who
crossed the atlantic ocean in horrific conditions. he met every slave ship as it ar-
rived in Central america, and brought medicine, food and clothing. Most of  all,
peter brought the slaves to Christ – showing them that God loved them more than
men abused them. today, peter’s legacy lives on the in the work of  our port chap-
lains and ship visitors, who reach out in friendship to share the love and hope of
God.

hCpt
the Saint who inspires us is St Bernadette. She was a weak, poorly 14-year-old

peasant girl when our Lady appeared to her. Bernadette became a nun and a nurse
and spent her life praying and caring for the sick until her death aged 35. the spot
where she saw our Lady is now, of  course, the shrine at Lourdes where 70 miracle
healings have been recognised by the Catholic Church. today, we take around 1,000
disabled children to Lourdes, every easter, on life-changing pilgrimage holidays.
Bernadette continues to inspire not only us, but around five million Catholics who
visit Lourdes each year.

CafoD
St oscar Romero, a Central american archbishop assassinated in 1980, is the per-

son who inspires us here at CafoD. he dedicated his life to
speaking out on behalf  of  the poorest and most disadvan-
taged people and broadcast radio sermons which brought
hope to thousands of  people. today, his legacy inspires us
as we stand beside people in poverty and campaign for
global justice so everyone can reach their full potential. 

what mark do we want to leave on the
world?

when we look to the saints, we give thanks for the won-
derful legacy they have left. their actions, examples and in-
spiration have changed lives. they’ve changed the world.
when we reflect on them we can also think about how we
want to make a difference and how we want to be remembered.

of  course, there are many ways to do this in our lives. But we can touch and shape
the world for the future, too, by supporting Catholic causes with a gift in our will. in
this way, we continue to share our faith and values with future generations. we can
help many more people experience the faith and love of  Christ.  

if  you’d like to share your inspiring saint with us, and find out more about the dif-
ference you can make by remembering Catholic causes in your will, the Your
Catholic Legacy group would love to hear from you. 

to find out more call 020 7095 5370, email info@yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk or visit
www.yourcatholiclegacy.org.uk where you can Share your Saint and see the stories
other Catholics have shared.

Your Catholic Legacy represents 27 causes and helps inspire Catholics to consider
a gift in their will to the Catholic charities they feel most passionate about. even a
modest gift can make a real difference. these charities are ace of  Clubs, aid to the
Church in Need, apostleship of  the Sea, archdiocese of  Southwark, arundel and
Brighton Diocesan trust, CafoD,  Catholic Childrens Society (westminster),
Columban Missionaries, CSaN, Depaul uK, Diocese of  portsmouth, hCpt the pil-
grimage trust, Jesuits in Britain, Marriage Care, Missio, Nugent, pact, Society of
the Little flower, St Barnabas Society, St Joseph’s hospice, hackney, St vincent de
paul Society, the Cardinal hume Centre, the Medaille trust , the passage, wals-
ingham trust, world villages for Children, wrexham Diocesan trust.

Christine Reidy, project Manager 07718366202 christinepunter@hotmail.com

 

 
The latest edition of the Refugee  
Crisis Newsletter is now available! 
Read about how your donations are being spent on  
supporting refugees in our communities.  Includes articles from  
local groups.  Gives information on fostering Refugee Children. 
Do you have a project in your parish which may need financial 
Support?  Read how you can apply for a small grant. 
More funds needed.  Please pray for all refugees. Thank you. 
 
More copies available at rosie.read@dabnet.org 
01293 651161 
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the KNiGhtS aND DaMeS of the hoLY SepuLChRe went on pilgrimage
to the holy Land recently with Bishop Richard Moth as their Spiritual Direc-

tor. there were 15 members of  the equestrian order of  the holy Sepulchre of
Jerusalem and five guests on the pilgrimage this autumn.

the mission of  the order is to support by prayers, presence on pilgrimage and
financial contributions to the Christian community in the holy Land via the
Latin patriarchate. 

they visited the Seminary in Bethlehem where they met many Seminarians.
they also visited the annunciation School in Beit Jala, mixing and talking with
the pupils. a substantial donation was given to both the Seminary and the school. 

Sunday Mass was celebrated in the parish of  aboud, on the west Bank. after
Mass, dancing boys and girls welcomed the pilgrimage and then stayed for lunch.
this was an opportunity to talk to parishioners about their daily lives. their deep
faith, even in very difficult circumstances,  was very striking, as was their com-
mitment to the land of  their birth.

Many holy Sites were visited and Mass was celebrated in the Basilica of  the
holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. the pilgrims returned home strengthened in faith
and with a deeper understanding of  the problems faced by Christians in the land
of  our Lord.

pictured are Bishop Richard with his excellency Michael Byrne KChS being
welcomed by pupils of  Latin patriarchate School, aboud.

Story: Kitty Hooey KCHS, Picture: Anthony Hooey KHS

Autumn Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

piCtuReD oN SatuRDaY 29 September is Min Merchant, having received a
bouquet celebrating her 80th birthday, as well as a hearty round of  applause

recognising her commitment to the Crawley parish over many decades. 
thank you for all you have done and continue to do.

Story & picture: Ray Doyle

80th Birthday Bouquet for Min Merchant

pauline & Roy Butler celebrating their Diamond wedding at our Lady of  Lourdes
Church, Rottingdean, Brighton.

Picture: Maureen Buni

Diamond Wedding Celebration

TAXING TERMS
(explained)

at the CoMMuNiCatioNS &
MeDia DaY in october, one of  the

recommendations of  the Content
workshop was that the a&B News ex-
plain some of  the more challenging
words and phrases we encounter in

our worship life. 
here’s the first example. if  you have

words or phrases that you would like
us to explain, please email us at 
abnews@dabnet.org with your 
suggestion. thank you.

transubstantiation

the CoMpLete ChaNGe of the substance of  bread and wine into the sub-
stance of  the body and blood of  Jesus Christ by a validly ordained priest

during Mass, so that only the appearance of  bread and wine remains.
the faith behind the term dates from apostolic times and was given concrete
expression by the fourth Lateran Council of  1215 and the Council of  trent in
1551.

!!!!!
!! ! ! ! !!!

!!!!!! !!!!!
! ! ! ! ! !!

! ! ! !
! ! ! ! ! !

! !!!!!!
!!!!

! ! ! ! ! !  

!
 

! ! ! ! ! !
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!
! ! ! ! ! ! !

!
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! ! ! ! !
!

'THE FINEST SOUNDING BELLS IN THE WORLD'

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, LE11 1AR, England
Tel: 01509 212241 Fax: 01509 263305

Email: office@taylorbells.co.uk     

S   b it  t l b ll k f  h i
           

      

      
      

    

JOHN TAYLOR & CO., 
BELLFOUNDERS

See our website: www.taylorbells.co.uk for comprehensive
details of all the services we are able to offer to customers

FREE INSPECTIONS & REPORTS ON UK MAINLAND
TOO MANY CONTRACTORS INVOLVED IN YOUR PROJECT?

TAYLORS CAN QUOTE FOR ALL TOWER WORK
Supplier of new bells to Geraldton Cathedral Western Australia

Bell maintenance provider to Roman Catholic Parishes 
Abbeys and Cathedrals throughout the UK.
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The A & B News

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special A & B
News discount. Don’t forget we can also

sell SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no
maximum age limit and up to £20,000

cancellation cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

…………......………....……........................................
...........………………..…….………............................
........................………………..….………...................
..................................................................................... 
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name:…….…………............................…........................ 
Address:…..………..............................................................
..……………………………………………………… 
…………….......……...........................……... Please print. 
REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in prayer. 

 

St Joseph's
Nursing home

East Street, 
Littlehampton, 

West Sussex. BN17 6AU

Contact: 
Home Manager Sarah  Etherington

01903 - 711325

All denominations welcome. 
Mass everyday .

Within view of the town centre. 
Caring and supportive environment.

House of Prayer
35 Seymour Road, 

East Molesey, Surrey KT8 0PB

We hold a space of silence and 
solitude which will support and 

deepen a developing life of prayer and
relationship with God.

We welcome individuals and groups
for day and residential retreats.

To find out more please contact us:
T: 020 8941 2313 E: admin@christian-retreat.org

www.christian-retreat.org

BISHOP’S DIARY
DECEMBER/JANUARY

December
Mon 24 2pm Mass at hMp Coldingley

11.30pm Midnight Mass at arundel Cathedral
tue 25 9.30am Mass at hMp highdown
January
thu 3 2.30pm vocations Gathering, arundel Cathedral
tue 8 7.30am Mass at Gossops Green Convent, Crawley

11am Meeting at worth abbey
wed 9 7pm Council of  Deacons’ Meeting, high oaks
Sat 12 10am healthcare Day of  Reflection,

St Katherine’s, Limehouse
tue 15 8.30am Meeting at high oaks

7pm evening of  Reflection, St Joseph’s, Redhill
wed 16 Joint Catholic anglican Bishops’ Meeting, 

Leicester 
fri 18 7pm Reigate Catenian association’s annual 

Clergy Night, Reigate Manor hotel
Sat 19 10am adoremus event, worth abbey

7pm evening of  Reflection, St John’s Seminary, 
wonersh

Mon 21 7pm evening of  Reflection, St Joseph’s, epsom
tue 22 6pm Baptism and Confirmation, hMp Send
thu 24 11am episcopal Council, high oaks

5pm Governors’ Meeting, St Mary’s university, 
twickenham

fri 25 11am Catholic Bible School trustees’ Meeting, 
Nutbourne

6.30pm St paul’s Day Mass, St George’s Cathedral, 
Southwark

Sat 26 9.30am Justice and peace assembly

NOTICE BOARD

CLiMate ChaoS

teN YeaRS aGo, the uK became the first country to
pass a Climate Change act which committed us, by 2050,

to reduce greenhouse gas emissions (mainly carbon dioxide
and methane) by 80% of  1990 levels. however, in october
2018 the ipCC report stated that we had to go further. we
have just 12 years to prevent global warming reaching a
level that would be catastrophic and irreversible. 
this is important to CafoD as it is the poorest people in

the developing countries who are already being affected by
climate change and who will be hit worst. these are the peo-
ple we work with and are the ones who have done least to
cause global warming. these countries have the least re-
sources to cope with the impact and the progress that has
been made is being put at risk.
CafoD is calling on the uK Government to take the lead

and commit to net zero emissions before 2050. we will be
launching a new campaign on this issue in spring 2019.  
Meanwhile, we can play our part by switching to renewable

energy, and being careful not to waste energy, by eating less
meat and by consuming less. we should also take the time to
read and pray about pope francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’.
Roger Morton CAFOD Campaign Volunteer Coordinator for

Arundel and Brighton
CafoD a&B  01483 898866

arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

pictured below by Liam finn are two groups of
CafoD Climate Champions

faiRtRaDe NewS……….

the BoaRD of tRaiDCRaft has ac-
cepted a plan for the future of  the plc

and will begin its work at the start of  2019.
it will maximise the profitable parts of  the
business, phase out loss-making lines, cre-
ate a membership culture and set a new
high bar for ethical trading in the uK.
as such, traidcraft wishes to build on the

extraordinary success of  fair trade for a new generation of
trading, sourcing and buying, in the manner of  its pioneer-
ing fair trade founders. Returning the business to profit will
involve a simpler range of  products:  see www.traidcraftplc.

fairtrade fortnight 2019
fairtrade fortnight 2019 will be
25 february until 10 March. each
year for two weeks over february
and March fairtrade puts a spot-
light on trade through our fair-
trade fortnight campaign which in 2019 will focus on cocoa.
together with the fairtrade farmers and workers, and cam-
paigners up and down the country, we highlight the differ-
ence fair trade can make to lives and communities. it’s the
most important time of  the year for us all to celebrate fair-
trade achievements, whilst encouraging further commit-
ments from the public, companies and governments to take
action for fairer trade. www.fairtrade.org.uk

Residential Retreat for Doctors
worth abbey - March 01-03, 2019

Retreat organiser: Dr Joe o’Dwyer.
Spiritual Director: fr Stephen ortiger. oSB.

theme: Love your neighbour as yourself
Sessions include:

- who and what we are
- personal challenges we face
- Drawing strength from prayer
- Nurturing our healthcare vocation

opportunity to join the monastic community at prayer.
time for quiet contemplation.
access to countryside walks.

Cost £150 full board
for all queries and to book a place email

jodwyer@doctors.org.uk
putting Doctors Retreat in subject line.

Women of the Diocese
set aside a day to grow in faith, share and discuss 

with Bishop Richard!

Saturday 23 february 2019 from 10 - 1pm
St philip howard Centre (formerly DaBCeC)

4 Southgate Drive, Crawley, Rh10 6Rp

all women of  all ages are warmly invited to come and meet our
Bishop to share and explore ways of  engaging with

‘the word who is Life’

this is an opportunity to meet with our Bishop and explore
the role of  women in our Diocese. there is a chance to: 

- highlight what women are doing
- Discuss what you would like to achieve
- Share what you can offer
- Learn about what the diocese can offer 
- Discuss opportunities and Next Steps

to book email Sue petritz a & B Diocesan Link
nbcw@rcdab.onmicrosoft.com

15th National Conference 
for Rural Catholics

25-27 february 2019
Sarum College, the Close, Salisbury, Sp1 2ee

Details from fr Robert Miller
rwhm274@byinternet.com

MASS FOR THE DEAF
on the first Saturday of  the month at 1pm at St John
the evangelist, Springfield Road, horsham, Rh12 2pJ

Next Mass 5 January 2019 - epiphany

fr David Goddard Rip
as we were going to press, the news reached us of  the death of  

fr David Goddard, parish priest of  our Lady of  Consolation and
St francis, west Grinstead. we hope to include a tribute to 

fr David in the next edition of  a&B News. 
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To book a marriage preparation
course or for a local appointment
with a relationship counsellor

call 0800 389 3801 or visit
www.marriagecare.org.uk

For healthy
couple relationships
– and support
when they are not

          

www.wealdentalkingnews.org.uk • Reg. Charity no. 270183

You can sign up for a  
monthly memory stick of 
audio recordings of 3 top 
Sussex magazines - FREE!

Sussex Life, Sussex Living and our own 
compilation, Listeners’ Sussex are 
o�ered to anyone in Sussex to play on 
their own stick player or computer.  

01435 862304   or  
secretarywtn@gmail.com

Partially sighted or blind?  

Operation Christmas Child
ChiLDReN at our Lady Queen of  heaven Catholic pri-

mary school, Crawley, recently held a non-uniform day in
exchange for bringing in items to go in shoeboxes for the op-
eration Christmas Child appeal. the appeal is run by the char-
ity the Samaritans, who distribute the shoeboxes to children
all around the world who would otherwise not receive a pre-
sent at Christmas.

the appeal was a huge success, with over 76 shoeboxes filled
by donations from the families and staff  (pictured left).  

teacher Sarah ward helped to organise the shoebox appeal
in school as it is a charity her family has supported over the
years: ‘i am overwhelmed by the generosity of  the families at
our school. Many children brought in multiple items to put
into the class shoeboxes. with this many shoeboxes donated,
lots of  under privileged children will have something to open
on Christmas Day this year. i cannot thank the families
enough. the shoeboxes have now been delivered to the collec-
tion point at  Crawley Baptist Church in west Green.’ 

the school will be tracking which country or countries the
boxes are sent to so they can inform the children in the new
year.

Story and picture: Sarah Ward

Most Active Pupils in Sussex?
CoNGRatuLatioNS to St peter’s

primary School in east Grinstead
who have been awarded platinum
awards in the KS1 Quality Start award
and the School Games awards. they are
the only primary School in Sussex to
have achieved this double accolade and
have been shortlisted as finalists for the
active primary School of  the Year at the
prestigious Sussex Sports awards.

over 30 Different Sporting events
these awards recognise the school’s

commitment to pe, School Sports and
physical activity. pupils at St peter’s
participate in over 30 different sporting
competitions and festivals across the
academic year ranging from traditional
sports such as football and Netball to
pop Lacrosse, tri Golf  and Badminton.
the school enjoys great links with im-
berhorne and Sackville Secondary
schools in east Grinstead, who organise
events and provide support from their
fantastic Sports Leaders.

Glow n Dance
the school runs a range of  extra-cur-

ricular opportunities from ‘Glow n
Dance’ to football which are well at-
tended. Less active children are tar-
geted by the school’s popular Sports
Crew, through specific sports festivals
and lunchtime ‘#thisgirlcan’ clubs using
specialist coaches. 

the award-winning Sports Crew have

been recognised regionally for their
success in promoting physical activity
for all, opening the school’s all-weather
track during playtime and running
physical activity sessions during
lunchtimes.

premier League primary Stars
additional sporting highlights of  this

year at St peter’s have included links
with Brighton and hove albion in the
Community with a whole school inclu-
sive Sports Day, as well as taking part in
Crawley town fC School of  the week
programme and the premier League
primary Stars scheme. the school has
also invested in new active playground
lines and installed an all-weather ‘Daily
Mile track’ to maximise use of  the field
area all year round with great success.

well done, St peter’s. Great sporting
work!

Story and picture: Jo Harrington
PE Subject Leader

St Peter’s RC Primary

aS St RoBeRt SouthweLL primary School, hor-
sham, was completing a new library and prayer

room earlier this year, St Cuthman’s Retreat Centre was
closing; consequently St Cuthman’s donated their altar
and piano for the new library and prayer room at the
school (pictured below). 

at the blessing of
the new building by
Bishop Richard on 16
November, head-
teacher James field
announced that as St
Cuthman’s had al-
ways been a special
place for their school,
they wished to recog-

nise this by naming the new facility St Cuthman’s. 
James is pictured at the event between Bishop Richard

and Marie Ryan,
Diocesan Director of
education, together
with Deacon Jon har-
man, Spirituality and
formation adviser.  

the building was
partly financed by
the parents and
friends of  the school

who have made tremendous efforts to raise £30,000. with
fundraising continuing, they hope to increase this by at
least 10% to pay for additional items needed at the school. 

this new facility follows the recent expansion of  the
school which necessitated the old library being converted

into a classroom to allow  each year group, from Recep-
tion to Year 6, to have their own room.  pictured above is
the Bishop talking to the children just before blessing
them - and the building - with copious amounts of  holy
water.

also present were fr aaron Spinelli, parish priest in
horsham, Simon Gillibrand representing the builders (tG
escapes), Mark Brunet, Buildings officer, and Joan Kelle-
her, Chair of  the friends of  St Robert Southwell School.

Story and pictures: David White

St Cuthman’s Lives on in Horsham

The Diocese of Arundel and Brighton 
Education Services Team

.....................................................................................................................................................................
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FROM THE PARISHES

CRAWLEY
SeRviCeS aRouND the town during
october and November 2018 gave trib-
ute to those lost in battle during the
wars. on 28 october, Christian Commu-
nities of  South Crawley gathered to re-
member their loved ones in a special
Memorial Service.

as the rest of  the country celebrated
halloween, on 31 october, parishioners
at the friary gave glory to the Saints
with exposition of  the Blessed Sacra-
ment followed by a vigil Mass and Can-
dlelight procession. Children were
allowed a late night to dress up as saints
and angels! Some might say, not a trick
but a rare treat!  

we commemorated the centenary of
world war 1 with a full remembrance
service at St edward's Church at 11.00.
Many of  our ancestors were affected. fr
Chris Dobson recounted the amazing
story of  his own grandfathers; one re-
covered as a casualty in a prison hospi-
tal, while the other survived a torpedo
attack on a  mail boat on which he and
his new wife were honeymooners. 500 of
800 passengers perished in the irish Sea.

families and friends gathered for a
parish Memorial Service in the friary

at 3.00pm on 18 November to pray for
loved ones lost during the year. the
blessing of  friary graves followed. May
they rest in peace.

Sue Fellows
EASTBOURNE

Our Lady of Ransom
aS paRt of  the centenary commemo-
rations for the armistice at the end of
the first world war a Memorial Board
has been produced for the eastbourne
parishes, showing 84 names of  those
who died in the two world wars.  this
project was begun by Joan Kennedy
when she was parish archivist and has
been completed by John de waal.
those commemorated all have some
connection with eastbourne - either as
residents, some who had died from
wounds in one of  several military hos-
pitals in the town or had other family
connections.  Joan Kennedy is now
house-bound but a special effort was
made by her carer to enable her to at-
tend Mass on Remembrance Sunday
when the Memorial Board was pre-
sented to the parish and was blessed by
fr tristan Cranfield.  Joan was thrilled
to be there.  fr Raglan and fr tristan
welcomed students from the Brighton
university to supper after Mass.
6.30am Rorate Masses were started
again this year for advent with a
breakfast in the parish centre to follow.  

Mary Staffiere
HOVE

oN 10 NoveMBeR , the ashdown
Singers accompanied by the wealdon
wind Quartet gave a delightful rendi-
tion of  Dvorak’s Mass in D, the move-
ments of  which were interspersed with

readings and songs by parry and ire-
land. these were mostly of  remem-
brance though two readings were
different, one celebrating the centenary
of  the establishment of  the Raf and the
other marking the parliamentary ap-
proval of  votes for women. the concert
was arranged to contribute to the
church’s support of  the Martlets hos-
pice but sadly, the weather being in-
clement, the audience was smaller than
we had hoped, smaller indeed than on
previous occasions when the Singers
had entertained us. Nevertheless the
concert was a truly spiritual experience
for those present and a splendid prelude
to the next day’s Centenary of  the
armistice.

John Williamson
MIDHURST

NoveMBeR: month for the holy Souls. 
our parish priest, fr peter Newsam,
brought tears to our eyes with his
thought provoking homilies, with spe-
cial services to remember our loved
ones: for all Souls, Blessing of  the
graves, Remembrance Sunday and
weekday holy Souls Masses. 

fr peter’s homily on the 11th brought
the message home: ‘a hundred years
ago the guns fell silent, and by chance
the Church gives us readings about wid-
ows.’  the final words were: ‘But per-
haps the best way to know if  the time
has come and conflict cannot be avoided
is to ask the widows.’

Paula Dempsey
The full text of  Fr Peter’s homily can be
seen  at
www.cathchurchmidhurst@gmail.com

POLEGATE and HAILSHAM
afteR the 10.30am Mass on the 11th
day of  the 11th month, the new Brian
winter Memorial Garden was blessed
and opened by fr Rory Kelly. this beau-
tiful garden of  remembrance occupies a
long, fairly narrow site alongside the
new church. it is dominated by 12
wooden crosses and on the day of  dedi-
cation a poppy was placed on each cross
with a card bearing the names of
parishioners' deceased family members
and friends. the statue of  our Lady of
Lourdes stands on a slightly raised area
at one end, while at the other end is a
bench by Lutyens, who designed all the
world war one cemetries in europe.   

Brian winter, now deceased, gave the
money for the new garden;Bill o'Rourke
headed the committee which designed it
and made the crosses; David and Lulu
took  care of  the planting.

on 10 Novenber fr Rory gave a splen-
did tea for about 60 people to mark the
departure of  ann fielder who has
worked so hard in the parish of  hail-
sham. ann goes to live near her daugh-
ter in Surrey. She was given a generous
farewell donation, and she plans to buy
an ikon for her new home. ann and her
husband Leon came to hailsham in
1993. Leo died in 2009.

Ruth Ayres

WEST BYFLEET
the Svp Quiz and Supper was a great
success, raising over £700 towards the
Svp’s funds.

at the Marist School Christmas
Bazaar, the parish donated prizes and
cakes for the parish cake stall.

our Sacristan, vincent Reardon, spent
a night sleeping rough in London in
November to support the Celtic fC
foundation 2018 appeal for funds to as-
sist families in poverty.

Before Christmas parishioners will
distribute leaflets to most of  the roads
in the area giving details of  our Christ-
mas services.

During advent a Christmas crib will
be hosted each night in a different
home. on arrival the new hosts wel-
come those who brought the crib, and
all take part in a brief  prayer service. 

on friday 16 November the Children’s
Club, for children in school years 3-6, re-
sumed with games, dinner and activities
to help children grow in their faith.

west Byfleet’s Community Christmas
Day Lunch, for those who might other-
wise be alone, will be held in our parish
centre, with the support of  volunteers
from our parish and other local
churches. Carols and optional games
will enhance the festive mood.  

Paul Tipple
ST LEONARDS - on - SEA

oN SuNDaY November 11, at St
thomas of  Canterbury Church, we held
a Service of  Music and prayer from
taize, to commemorate the centenary of
the end of  the first world war.

the Service was attended by around 40
people, both from our parish and from
other local churches, and included the
sounding of  the Last post followed by
two minutes’ silence, Reveille and a
reading from the poem ‘for the fallen’.
the reflective nature of  the music,
prayers and Scripture Readings focused
on a theme of  hope and trust as well as
repentance and remembrance.

Linda Dignum 

to aLL ouR
CoRReSpoNDeNtS

iteMS  for the february 2019 issue
must reach the editorial office at
Crawley by 10am on Monday 7 January
2019 and for the March 2019 issue by
Monday 28 January 2019.
Contributions may be sent by e-mail to
abnews@dabnet.org and if  so please
always include a contact telephone
number.

it is helpful to us if  Correspondents can
type their contributions, keep them to
no more than 200 words and include a
word count. please use the highest
resolution possible when taking
photographs and do not reduce the
quality when you send them to us.
original good quality digital pictures
are very welcome. they should be sent
as e-mail attachments. we regret we
are unable to use photocopies or copies
printed directly from computers.

please tell us who gave permission
and what physical evidence do you
have for children’s  photos to be
published.

EASTBOURNE
Christ the King and St Joachim

the weLCoMe MuSiC of  the patcham Silver Band, under the baton of  their en-
thusiastic conductor, James Benka-Coker, raised the rafters of  Christ the King
Church in Langney, at their annual ‘Last Night of  the proms’ concert. the first
half  was a wonderfully eclectic mix of  rousing marches and elegiac pieces, plus
the music of  Bob Dylan, Bon Jovi and frank Sinatra.

Special guest singer Margaret thompsett then led the audience who, energeti-
cally waving their union Jack flags, joined in the usual ‘prom’ songs - Jerusalem,
fantasia on British Sea Songs, concluding with elgar's Land of  hope and Glory.
all proceeds went to the Missions in africa.

Mary Barlow

the aNNuaL Coffee MoRNiNG of  the Co-workers of
Mother teresa was another success. the stalls were full of

items suitable for Christmas gifts. there were delicious cakes to
tempt us to forget our pre-Christmas diets, and there was a stun-
ning table of  raffle prizes.  
the Co-workers had begun back in 1977 as an ecumenical group

after a uCM talk given by Bunty watts who had known Mother
teresa when Bunty was in Calcutta. our present group began and
developed in working with each other, monthly, providing Christ-
mas parcels for the homeless in London. wonderful knitting of
scarves, hats and gloves make up the parcels which are delivered
to the main London centres and are distributed by the Sisters at
Christmas. Sr Joan is the inspirational leader of  the group. 
proceeds from the coffee morning go to the homeless in London
and to buy more knitting wool for the following year.

Story and picture: Paula Dempsey

Co-Workers of Mother Teresa
in Midhurst
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oveR haLf teRM, as part of
their homework, our children

were all asked to make a poppy to
help us commemorate the centenary
of  the armistice.  we were absolutely
amazed at the fantastic efforts of  the
children – we had so many poppies of
all shapes and sizes. 

one of  our talented teaching assis-
tants drew the outline of  a soldier
and the father of  one of  our teachers
then kindly made him for our trib-
ute. on friday 9 November our team
of  teaching assistants came to school
early in the morning to put our trib-
ute together so that it would be ready
for parents and children as they

came into school.  
the whole school was later led in a

short prayer service at our wonder-
ful memorial and a minute’s silence
was held to remember the fallen.

one of  our teaching assistants was
lucky enough to be chosen from the
public ballot to take part in ‘the Na-
tion’s thank You – the people’s pro-
cession’ which followed the national
Service of  Remembrance at the
Cenotaph on 11 November and she
was able to take a wreath made from
some of  our poppies to be laid during
the march.

Story and picture: Sue Furness

Tribute to the Fallen
at St Mary Magdalene RC Primary

Lest We Forget...

YeaR 4 pupiLS at St thomas
a Becket Catholic primary

School, eastbourne, (pictured
left) led a special Remembrance
Day assembly. it was a prayer-
ful, reflective assembly with
bible readings, poems and
prayers written by the children
themselves.
Story and picture: Sr Mary Rose

St pauL’S paRiSh, haywards
heath, runs a hunger fund Cam-

paign, supporting five projects in the
third world which try to reduce
poverty and with whom we have per-
sonal contacts. through revenue
raised by a 100 Club, we are able to
send assistance, providing a well for
a maternity hospital in africa, feed-
ing orphans in Lesotho and street
children in Chimbote, peru.

our most recent project has been
to establish an apiary in Bungoma,
Kenya, through our contact, vincent
Musiko, a highly qualified bee spe-
cialist with a wide knowledge of  sus-
tainable agriculture.

Beekeeping is an ideal environmen-
tally sustainable activity, providing
pollen for bees from fruit trees which
are also a food source for farmers.
vincent reports that since 2016 our
hives have produced 124kgs of  honey.
Sold at roughly $8 per kg, this gener-
ates about $992 as income for poor
local Kenyan farmers.

to raise funds St paul’s holds sales
after Mass of  Sussex honey and
bread donated from the Cyrnel Bak-

ery in forest Row. our latest sale
provided beekeeping suits and smok-
ers to pacify the bees. But we are
hoping to purchase a centrifuge ma-
chine, which will leave the Kenyan
honeycombs intact when the honey
is extracted, rather than forcing the
bees to spend valuable time re-build-
ing the combs.

for more information and details
on the work of  the hunger fund
Campaign, please contact Deacon
Dave turner,
david.turner@dabnet.org

Story: Lucy Morrissey

St Paul’s Hunger Fund Success

You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the
solutions are the same. So, if you want to try the

CRYPTIC puzzle, for instance, but are unsure, use the
QUICK clues to help you work out the solution.
Similarly, if you try the QUICK clues, use the 
CRYPTIC clues to help you prove the solution

CRYPTIC Across
7        Judge disheartened Vatican scholar (6)
8        Jordan valley where a local chap finds a leader among 

Hittites (6)
9        Part of the church is in a Dublin avenue (4)
10      Jack has a nasty turn at home earlier – he's put in   

charge of the Ark (8)
11/12 Chilean had my workings: he's a composer of masses 

(7,5)
15      Bishop shortly is to run against boy – or not (2,3)
17      Flock's built-in bearings are leading one along the Nile 

(7)
20      Female's first out: instead is about to spin on ice, being 

a gymnastic type (8)
22      Muslim one imprisoned Persian leader contracted (4)
23      To infuse divine grace, nation must change (6)
24      Biblical canon police popularized? (3,3)

CRYPTIC Down
1        Receive a boost after a hitch? (3,1,4)
2        Carreras, with Egyptian leader seen in the wings, is

one that worked there (6)
3        Old Hindu city almost turned to a god of war (7)
4        Language of the masses, or the elite? (5)   
5       Jews are besieged here, which is through Christmas, a 

danger (6)
6       Bubbly Spanish-American states? (4)
13     Gershwin passes on English bit of the Requiem (4,4)
14     Communists at summit, many angry over international 

support Tibetans seek (7)

16     Serpent turned a little girl white (6)
18     Religious celebration oriental found pointless
(6)
19     Paul's epistles, perhaps, as sent today? (5)
21     Gold's next, after dropping half off by Sword 

Beach's river (4)

QUICK Across
7       Christian scholar; saint and Doctor of the 

Church  (347-420) (6)
8       In OT the name often used for the Jordan 

Valley and Dead Sea (6)
9       Main part or body of a church (4)
10     Man in whose house the Ark was temporarily 

stored (8)
11/12 Composer whose Requiem in C minor was 

played at his more famous brother's funeral in
1809 (7,5)

15     Bish? (2,3)
17     Any of twelve Egyptian kings between 1315 and 

1090 BC (variant spelling) (7)
20     Nadia --------: multiple Olympic champion, 1976-80 

(8)
22     One of the two main branches of Islam (4)
23     Consecrate (6)
24     God's instruction on moral, social and spiritual 

behaviour laid out in the Pentateuch (3,3)

QUICK Down
1       Receive a boon; raise the spirits (3,1,4)
2       Eleventh son of Jacob (6)
3       Former name of the holy Hindu city, Varanasi, on the 

Ganges (either spelling) (7)
4       'Vulgate' language of 7 (5)
5        Ancient mountaintop fortress where the Romans 

besieged the Jews for a year in 72-73 AD (6)
6       Spanish fizz (4)

13      First words of a medieval 4 hymn describing the Last 
Judgment (4,4)

14      Chinese communists, acolytes of the thoughts 
published in the 'Little Red Book' (7)

16      Highly poisonous snake family which includes the 
cobra (6)

18      Oldest and most important Christian feast (6)
19      Passages from the Bible and other religious works 

used as subjects of sermons (5)
21      River of Normandy which flows through Caen (4)

2-in-1 Crossword
by Axe

       

Across: 7Jerome, 8Arabah, 9Nave, 10Abinadab, 11/12
Michael Haydn, 15Rt Rev, 17Rameses, 20 Comaneci, 22
Shia, 23Anoint,24The Law. Down: 1Get a lift, 2Joseph,
3Benares/Benaras,4Latin, 5Masada, 6 Cava, 13Dies
Irae, 14Maoists, 16Elapid, 18Easter, 19Texts, 21Orne.

SOLUTION
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WE WOULD LIKE
TO THANK THE

SCHOOLS ON
THIS  PAGE FOR

SUPPORTING
THE PAPER 

Cranmore School
Independent Preparatory School
for girls and boys 2 ½ - 13

www.cranmoreprep.co.uk01483 280340 West Horsley, Surrey KT24 6ATadmissions@cranmoreprep.co.uk

Reception Taster 
A F T E R N O O N 18

JAN Friday 18th 
January 2019
1.30pm – 2.45pm

01428 681032  registrar@barrowhills.org

A D  M A J O R A  P A R A M U R

Roke Lane, Witley, Surrey Gu8 5NY

www.barrowhills.org

The Towers 
Upper Beeding, Steyning BN44 3TF

01903 812185
admin@thetowersschool.org
www:thetowersschool.org

Visit our website: St. Joseph’s Specialist Trust 
& click on ‘Recruitment’

St. Joseph’s 
Specialist Trust

SUNDAY TIMES TOP 100 PREP SCHOOLS 

OPEN MORNING 
FRIDAY 08 FEB 9.30-11.30 

Independent Catholic primary school and  
nursery in a rural setting. Welcoming boys  
and girls aged 2-11 
Outstanding academic and pastoral care 

01892 783414   
www.sacredheartwadhurst.org.uk    

Cranmore School is delighted to support
A & B News as it is an effective way to

communicate our message with the
wider Catholic community.
Epsom Road, West Horsley

Surrey KT24 6AT
www.cranmoreprep.co.uk

01483 280340
admissions@cranmoreprep.co.uk

We have been advertising in the
A & B news for a number of years and

have always received excellent customer
advice and care from the staff at A & B.
Advertising in the A & B News is a great

way to let the local community know
about the exciting things happening

at our school.

The Towers 
Upper Beeding, Steyning

BN44 3TF
01903 812185

admin@thetowersschool.org
www:thetowersschool.org
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Independent Catholic primary school and
nursery in a rural setting. Welcoming boys
and girls aged 2 -11.
Outstanding academic and pastoral care.
01892 783414
www.sacredheartwadhurst.org.uk

We always advertise in the A&B News as it is
the perfect place to promote our school to our
target audience at very reasonable rates. The

advertising team is pleasant and efficient to deal
with and we see it as a way of giving something
back and supporting the work of the Diocese.

HEADTEACHERS 
If you would like to support the A&B News and promote

your School to Catholic families in the area, please contact
Janet on 07931 836907 or email janett@cathcom.org

Please support our
Advertisers
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by phone
01440 730399
or email
janett@cathcom.org
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Promote your school while 

su   
Celebrating our Schools Adverts

Promote your
school whilst 
supporting the

paper

Contact Janet
by phone
01440 730399
or email
janett@cathcom.org
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