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A & B NEWS

A Happy and a Holy Christmas to all our Readers

onCe agaIn, the staff and seminarians at the Venerable
english College were pleased to welcome the group of

priests celebrating the ruby, gold and Diamond anniversaries of
their ordinations: this year fifty-six of them from all over eng-
land and Wales. among them were our very own Frs Ken mc-
Carthy, celebrating sixty years of priestly ministry, Seamus Hester
and Tony Shelley celebrating fifty and gilmour mcDermott cele-
brating forty (a combined total of two hundred years between
them!) These priests have given their lives in service to the
Church and it was a privilege for all concerned to get to know
them and to celebrate with them. all the seminarians they met
said how encouraged they were to follow in their footsteps in giv-
ing witness to Christ in their home dioceses.  

The Jubilarians enjoyed a few days’ relaxing stay at the Col-
lege’s summer residence in the alban hills, Villa palazzola and
visited the College itself down in rome to concelebrate a mass
presided by Bishop Howard Tripp of Southwark diocese (himself
celebrating 60 years of ordination). They also enjoyed plenty of
good Italian dishes, wine and liqueurs courtesy of the College
kitchen. above all, the highlight of their stay was attending the
Wednesday audience with the Holy Father at which they received
a special mention and were first on the list! Congratulations to
them all, and as the song goes, ad multos annos (To many more
years!)

Story and picture: Tristan Cranfield

Pictured at the Venerable English College; l to r,
Fr Ken McCarthy, Tristan Cranfield, Fr Seamus Hester, Fr Tony Shelley

and Fr Gilmore McDermott

Diamond, Gold and Ruby celebrations in Rome

For many people, especially the young, Christmas is a very exciting time. But there
is a growing number of people in our country for whom Christmas is probably quite

frightening. Suppose you are a family of parents and three children on a very low income:
how are you going to meet the children’s expectations, when they know what their friends are
hoping or expecting to get in their Christmas stocking (and, yes, there are people who still fill
Christmas stockings)? The prospect facing many people is the heavy burden of unmanage-
able debt into the new year, and the added stress of trying to hide this from other family
members and friends.

Christmas puts great pressure on us all, to do our best and make it somehow ‘right’, to con-
form to what is presented as the ‘traditional’ Christmas. But it might be useful to ask where
this tradition came from, and who is telling us to conform. at mass on the First Sunday of
advent I suggested to one community in Crawley that instead of wondering how much they
had to do to prepare for Christmas, they might think about how little they could get away
with. and on top of that, could they perhaps think of cutting back on their planned expendi-
ture on food and other luxuries (Christmas food is a luxury, not a necessity) by 10-25% and
passing this on to the many families in the local community who now depend on food-
parcels.

pope Francis continually gives us examples and messages about poverty and humility.
These are fundamental Christian gospel values. For some people poverty is not a choice, and
humility is forced on them. For many of us, these things are an option, and that is a luxury.
This is one time in the year when we can make that option both effective in terms of its bene-
fit to others and also in terms of its effect on our own way of thinking and behaving.

I wish you all a very simple and peaceful Christmas.

Christmas greetings from Bishop Kieran
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towerS Convent SChool sisters, staff and pupils galvanised into action to
raise money for the philippines. an emergency mufti day was swiftly organised in response to

the desperate needs of the people in the philippines since the typhoon.
The theme was the colours of the philippine flag, which inspired the whole community to raid their

wardrobes in search of red, blue and yellow garments. pupils instantly sprang in to action arranging
games, activities, face painting, nail polishing and the like -  activities which were all held in the
gym over lunchtime. Staff and sisters entered in to the spirit, having their nails brightly polished or
being adorned with temporary tattoos or hair braids. pictured are Srs mary andrew and Consolata
with headmistress mrs Clare Trelfa having their nails painted in the colours of the philippine flag.
Quite a sight to behold!
During morning break a cake sale magically appeared and by lunchtime we had raised over £1000

from cakes and pupils’ generous donations. By the end of the day a grand total of £2000 had been
made and was ready to wing its way to relieve some of the suffering being experienced by the poor
people of The philippines. go Team Towers!

Story and picture: Louise Crick 

St MAryS CAtholiC PriMAry SChool, CrowBorough
held a whole school assembly on monday 18 november when we watched the CaFoD video

and spoke about the devastation in the philippines. During the following week money was collected
and on the Friday a runway of money was created on the school drive (pictured), making a path from
the school to the philippines. a little plane went along the runway as more money was added.
We are very proud to say that £355 was raised to be sent to CaFoD for the fund. The whole school

participated and gave generously. one child gave her tooth fairy money, several children emptied
their money boxes and parents agreed to give up one treat at the weekend and give the money to the
appeal. a great community effort.

Story and picture: Madeleine Judge

2013 marKeD THe 40TH annIVerSary of the opening of the school. We celebrated this
milestone on Thursday 17 october with a special tree and daffodil planting ceremony.

our special guest, visiting artist graham Carrick, generously donated two horse chestnut trees
and was accordingly granted the honour of planting them in the school grounds (pictured are
pupils at the planting). pupils also planted daffodil bulbs which, it is hoped, will be enjoyed each
spring for years to come. pupils, parents and staff then shared refreshments, including a splendid
40th anniversary cake depicting an image of the school.
The school was built to replace St Joseph’s Catholic primary school in Seaside (older residents

will remember the school as ‘Holy Joe’s’). over the intervening years the school community has
continued to thrive, celebrating many achievements along the way. 
our thanks to pupils, parents, staff and governors (past and present) for all your hard work and

for being part of our school family!
Story and picture: Ruth Jones, Associate Head Teacher 

Our Schools support the Philippines40th Anniversary of St Thomas a Becket
Catholic Infant School, 1973 - 2013
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eaCH year THe KnIgHTS of St Columba hold a prayer writing competition. It is a national competition with prayers
being presented by pupils from across the country and is judged at the knight’s Supreme Council meeting in glasgow at

the end of october. This year the theme of the prayer was A Prayer to the Holy Spirit for Guidance in Life.  For the first time
this year 83 students from St philip Howard Catholic High School in Barnham, at the instigation of the Bognor regis Council
of Knights composed prayers to be entered for this competition. Two were selected from those and were then entered with a
further 80 entries from across the country.
The outright winner was from St philip Howard Catholic High School. many congratulations go to erin glenys Wade.  She

was presented with her certificate and prize money at arundel Cathedral by Bishop Kieran (pictured) after the mass for de-
ceased Knights which took place on Sunday 10 november. erin was then invited by the Bishop to read her prayer to the con-
gregation. The prayer is below.

Story and picture: Charles Yarham

Dear the lord above and the Son of god.
I pray to you for all the good and the bad;

achievements, failures and even small
worries.

I pray to you for everything and anything
for I know you listen.

as I grow older, you stay.
as I follow my dreams, you support.

even when I lose faith, you never stop
loving me.

as I come forth to confirm,
I pray for your faith and support.

I pray that you will lead me on to the
right path

I pray that with your help I will achieve
happiness and be able to live my life.

after everything; obstacle, celebration,
breakdown and cheer,

I promise to keep my faith to you,
I promise to keep my love pure

I promise to never hold grudges.
and I promise to help others in times of need

For I know
That is what you would do.

amen

mICHael Ferry HaS Been appoInTeD as Headteacher at St Wilfrid’s Catholic Second-
ary School in Crawley. He joined the school as assistant Headteacher in 2007, being pro-

moted to Deputy Headteacher in September 2010. Since his arrival he has played a key role in
setting up and implementing a new House System and a Student leadership programme. Within
this time he has also been instrumental in the improvement which has seen St Wilfrid’s become one
of the top 6% of schools nationally. During the last three years he has prepared himself for the step
up to Headteacher by completing an ma in Catholic School leadership through St mary’s Univer-
sity as well as completing the national professional Qualification for Headship. 
michael, (pictured in the school) who is married with three children and worships at the St Hugh

of lincoln parish in Knaphill, Woking, says ‘I am both delighted and honoured to have been ap-
pointed as the new Headteacher of St Wilfrid’s Catholic School, where I shall have the privilege of
leading an exceptionally well qualified, dedicated and caring staff.  I will be looking forward to
leading the school to outstanding results in the future’.

on WeDneSDay 23 oCToBer a group of governors from St philips primary School in
Uckfield including the parish priest Fr Stephen Hardaker went on a day trip. They had been

working very hard during the summer term and considered that they should, with their own
money, undertake this trip.
after discussion a suggestion that their day trip should be to rome was agreed. The fare was

amazingly low but it involved leaving the church of our lady and St philip neri at 4.40am re-
turning at midnight!
During their eleven hours in rome they visited the church which contained the remains in a

glass coffin of their patron saint St philip neri; similarly the remains of St Catherine of Sienna
also in a glass coffin; the Basilica of St peters; had an interesting basic lunch in a very Italian trat-
toria; visited the Trevi Fountain; and concluded their day at mass concelebrated by sixteen priests
including the archbishop paul gallagher, a priest of the archdiocese of liverpool and papal nun-
cio from australia, held in the english College. Certainly a day, literally, to remember. 

Story: Clive Featherstone

St Philip Howard Student wins National Prayer Writing Competition

St Philip Neri School Governors visit RomeNew Head at St Wilfrid’s School in Crawley

SInCe THe apparITIonS Began in 1981 millions of people of all faiths, from all over the
world, have visited medjugorje and have left spiritually strengthened and renewed.

I felt our lady was calling me to go on a pilgrimage to medjugorje so I booked one in march.
once I was in medjugorje I felt the presence of our lady almost immediately.
The church of St James is the central focus point, with daily masses in the morning and in the

evening. This is followed by the rosary prayed in several languages including english. at 5.40pm
there is a pause for silence to focus on the Bible and pray to our lady of medjugorje.
The Cross mountain, ascension Hill and Blue Cross Hill, are all hills to climb as acts of penance.
medjugorje has been an inspiration of faith, grace, love, peace and joy. What we have seen here

will let that faith penetrate our lives. We all felt very close to our lady of medjugorje and were
pleased we made the effort to make this journey.
our lady Queen of peace, pray For Us.

Story:Anita de Lacey

Faith renewed by Pilgrimage to Medjugorje

A Prayer to the holy Spirit for guidance in life
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A Co-educational Catholic Boarding and Day School for 3–18 year olds

01254 827073   admissions@stonyhurst.ac.uk   
www.stonyhurst.ac.uk

Stonyhurst  Clitheroe  Lancashire  BB7 9PZ

St Francis Xavier Awards
•  A minimum of 20%, up to 70% off boarding fees.

•  Available at 11+ and 13+ for boarding students who 
would benefit from a Jesuit Catholic education. 

 “Dear young people, 
do not bury your talents, 
the gifts that God has given 
you! Do not be afraid to 
dream of great things!” 

Pope Francis

SCHOLARSHIP EXAMS 2014
18th January (11+ Academic and St Francis Xavier Award)

25th January (13+ St Francis Xavier Award)

2 hours by train from London Euston
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Dear brothers and sisters of arundel & Brighton,

nexT SUnDay, 24 november and the Feast of Christ the King,
marks the end of the ‘year of Faith’ announced by pope Benedict in

2012. The year began on 11 october 2012, the 50th anniversary of the
opening of the Vatican Council.

as a diocese we have not really placed great emphasis on
the celebration of this ‘year of Faith’, mainly because what
the pope asked us to do was something we had already com-
mitted to; we already had in place our plans for the celebra-
tion of our diocesan Jubilee in 2015. These plans gave priority
to a four-year programme of renewal, based on our study of
the four major documents of the Council. This is what the
pope asked people to do during the ‘year of Faith’. many
people throughout the diocese have joined groups to do this
work together.

Studying Church documents can be hard work – the lan-
guage isn’t always the easiest – and can seem unrewarding if
it’s not clear why we do it. Is it just to learn more about what
the Church teaches? Is it to be better informed about our
Catholic faith so that we can either explain or defend it? I
would suggest that, in the first place, it’s neither of these things.

If someone were to ask you – I’ll assume you’re Catholic, listening to
this, though I know that this might not be the case – if someone were to
ask you what the Church believes, what would you first answer be? Think
for a moment.

Would it be about the authority of the pope? Would it be about the real
presence of Christ in the eucharist, or the importance of mass? Would it
be about the Sacraments? It would be quite understandable if your re-
sponse were about these things, because these are the things that are dis-
tinctly Catholic, the things that mark us out as different from other
churches.

If you were to put this question about belief to someone from a pente-
costal-evangelical church, you would probably get a very different answer.
I suspect it would be a burst of enthusiasm about god’s love for us and
how we are saved by Christ’s death on the cross. In other words, it would
be about what god has done, not about what we are doing. It would put
god in the centre of things, not ourselves.

at a talk I gave in Worth abbey in September, I tried to look at this
question of what we mean by ‘faith’ and looked at what was said in the
first Vatican Council in its document Dei Filius (The Son of god) of 1870,
which deals with revelation. There the text says, This faith… is a supernat-
ural virtue by which we, with the aid of the grace of God, believe that the
things revealed by Him are true. So faith is seen as an acceptance by the
intellect or mind of things shown or said to us by god; it is agreeing to a

set of propositions.
In the document on revelation in the Second Vatican Council, nearly a

hundred years later, faith is seen not as the communication and reception
of facts, but the giving of god himself, and our response is not an intellec-
tual response, but, the document says, by faith man freely commits his en-

tire self to God. In other words our faith is a personal
response to god’s love and an acceptance of that offer of
god’s friendship.

The gospel today speaks of the difficulties that will
face believers. It is full of the worst threats of persecution
and disaster, and we easily slip into the mistake of transfer-
ring this into our own situation. We are a Church that is per-
secuted, marginalised, misunderstood and threatened, so is it
any wonder that it is difficult to believe? I would suggest that
this is largely irrelevant. The reason that faith is a struggle
for many people is that it is difficult to believe that god can
really love me. We can be like the man in the gospel reading
a few weeks ago, who stood at the back of the Temple and
just said, ‘god, be merciful to me, a sinner.’ We can sit at the
back and tell god that he must have more important things to
think about, more urgent things to attend to. and anyway, if

he really did turn his attention to me he’d see what a failure I am and what
a mess my life is.

But faith is accepting all of this, that despite me and my mistakes, god
loves me intensely and without reservation or condition. Faith is believing
what the basic gospel message is: it’s not, ‘Do this,’ but see what god has
done. god loved the world so much that he sent his Son to die for us and
free us from our sins.

So as we come to the end of this ‘year of Faith’ let’s try to shift our
focus. let’s not worry so much about all the things that confuse and mys-
tify us about the Church, all the words we don’t understand. let’s just try
and grasp more and more each day that god loves and cares for me now.
and, just as being loved by another person changes our life, so this love
will change our life. It will take us out of ourselves, open our hearts to oth-
ers, widen our eyes on the world and make us part of the gospel, not just
observers at a distance.

rejoice in your gift of faith, share it with others in conversation and ges-
tures. Bring joy and peace to where you are, show that you know what it is
to be loved by god. If you don’t get to pray today, at least say, ‘Hello,
god,’ and ‘Thanks very much.’ Then say a bit more tomorrow.

With my prayers and good wishes for you all.

Picture courtesy of CAFOD, Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador,
30th anniversary

PAStorAl letter oF BiShoP KierAn Conry
read at all Masses on the weekend of 16/17 november 2013, 33rd Sunday of the year

Four young people from Camberly and Bagshot parish
share their views on the Christmas Season

Christmas is my time to see my family as they all live in France and it is one of the few occasions I
get to see them. It's also a time for me to reflect on the year that has just gone by and what I’ve
achieved or what I’d like to achieve for next year. I find myself thinking about my future quite a bit
and what lies ahead. I love Christmas as I love all the festivities and the traditions like Christmas
roast and the Christmas tree; however, Christmas is also a reminder of how lucky I am to be in my
position. Donations to charity and such increase at Christmas which is why I often take part in
fundraising or volunteering near Christmas as I see it as my time to give back to the community or
just in general.                                                                                                                          Juliette x

Christmas is a time when my whole family can come together and have fun celebrating the birth of
Jesus. We often go to church together on Christmas eve/Christmas Day, which is always nice be-
cause usually we don’t get to celebrate mass with them. although Christmas can sometimes be quite
stressful, there is always one point at which we are all sitting down together exchanging gifts or talk-
ing. Christmas has the word ‘Christ’ itself in it so to me it means celebrating Jesus’ birth and our sav-
iour coming down to us. The nativity is such a magical and special story so I love to hear that every
year. even though Christmas day is only 24 hours, I think the celebrations last for much longer and
we should always celebrate Jesus coming down to us even if it’s not on Christmas day.                                                                                                    

Lauren

Christmas is important to me because it is a time for my family and I to come together and celebrate
not only the good times with family, but also to celebrate Jesus’ birth. of course everyone gets ex-
cited about presents and the whole non religious side to Christmas, but in my family we do not for-
get the real reason of Christmas and about what happened in Bethlehem thousands of years ago. 

Ways that my family remember Jesus when all the other bustle of Christmas is in the way are just
the small things. Things such as having an advent wreath, and setting up the nativity at home. We
also go to mass on Christmas eve which also feels very special.

I thoroughly enjoy the non religious side to Christmas like everyone else. It is the one time of year
when you don't have to worry about people judging you for over eating! plus waking up to a full
stocking is one of the best feelings in the world. only 34 days till Christmas, it's exciting just to
think about it.                                                                                                                            Angelica

on SUnDay 20 october Bishop Kieran gathered with many people
from the diocese to celebrate the diocesan patronal feast of St philip

Howard with mass in arundel Cathedral. afterwards they, together with
the Knights of St Colomba and The Friends of arundel Cathedral contin-
ued the celebration with afternoon tea in the Cathedral. Following this,
The Friends had their annual general meeting.  at this, the chairman, mr
patrick Burgess (currently High Sheriff of West Sussex) presented Bishop
Kieran with a cheque for £45,000 towards the ongoing maintenance of the
Cathedral and its associated properties. This coming year we aim to re-
build the Blessed Sacrament Chapel roof to stop the constant ingress of
water, to rebuild some of the external walls at the rear of the cathedral and
give better access to its gardens.  We also aim to provid better and safer
access to the cemetery and make a start on the five year plan to re-lead the
south facing stained glass windows.

pictured is Bishop Kieran receiving the cheque from patrick Burgess,
chairman of The Friends of arundel Cathedral.

Story and picture; Canon Tim Madeley

Funds for the Cathedral

Jessie

What Christmas means to me

We aSKeD WHeTHer a young person
would like to write our ‘Just a

Thought’ for this Christmas issue and four of
them immediately wrote for us. What is im-
pressive is how much they all still value the
companionship of family life much more than
presents or expensive electronic gadgets.

at the other end of the age spectrum we
celebrate the long service of some our priests
and of members of the Knights of St
Columba.

Stories about family life, too, are plentiful
in this issue of a & B neWS.

For those  affected by the typhoon in the
philipines Christmas will not be about mate-
rial goods, but about surviving at all. our
school children know this as much as adults
and have responded accordingly.

Jesus’ birth certainly had no material goods
around it, although presents came to him
from the joy of others. 

the A& B newS team send all our read-
ers greetings for a happy, Joyful and holy
Christmas, enjoying the simple warmth of

the important people in our lives.

Real Christmas values



FolloWIng THe reTIremenT of a long serving member, the Committee is in urgent
need of a person with experience of historical buildings, project management and cost control

in relation to the estate at Coolham, West Sussex.
We are also interested in hearing from people with other skills and disciplines appropriate to the
operation, pastoral care and fundraising for the Diocese retreat Centre.
These positions are on an unpaid voluntary basis, serving as committee members working closely
with the Director providing a place of retreat and peaceful contemplation.  “a still point in a turn-
ing world”
For further information please contact Chris Bleasdale, Chairman management Committee: email
littleholme1@btinternet.com

‘Fraternity, the Foundation and 
Pathway to Peace’

Fr Rob Esdaile, parish priest of Our Lady of Lourdes, Thames Ditton

Siblings – Friends or rivals?
Have you got a brother or a sister?  How do you get on?  are you friends who delight in each

other’s company or, after however many years, still rivals for space and attention?  perhaps you are
both friends and rivals;  for we are complicated beings with complicated relationships and re-
sponses!  Despite – or perhaps because of – that complexity, pope Francis asks us to reflect on the
theme of ‘Fraternity, The Foundation and pathway to peace’ as we celebrate peace Sunday (January
19, 2014) this year. He’s not asking us to idealise our relationships (whether with our natural rela-
tives, our local neighbours or the people of foreign lands). rather, he’s inviting us to recognise the
depth of connectedness which exists between us and the potential that is there, once we acknowledge
others as our brothers and sisters.

Being My Brother’s (and My Sister’s) Keeper
The realisation of that depth of relationship can be traced in the Bible all the way back to the

story of Cain and abel and the question which the murderer, Cain, leaves unanswered when con-
fronted by god:  ‘am I my brother’s keeper?.  (gen 4.9)  But his silence is eloquent:  yes, he is;  and
so are we!  In the British literary tradition the same point was made beautifully by the seventeenth
century writer, John Donne:  ‘no man is an island ....any man's death diminishes me, because I am
involved in mankind; and therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.’[1]
Within the Catholic tradition the vision of relationship and mutual responsibility has developed par-
ticularly over the last 120 years through Catholic Social Teaching, from the recognition by pope leo
xIII of ‘the new social order’[2] that had been brought about by industrialization in europe to the
consistent emphasis of pope Francis on the need to become a Church of and for the poor, defending
the dignity and the rights of the most vulnerable.  Blessed pope John paul II’s focus on ‘Solidarity’,
born of his experience of both nazi and Communist persecution in poland, has also helped to mould
the Catholic understanding of the challenges we face and the way we must respond, always protect-
ing the dignity of each individual.

the Christian vision of the Person
each person is a child of god and each person is my brother or my sister. That ought to be an awe-

inspiring statement.  apply it to the people where you are now as you read this – in church or at
home.  apply it to your street, your town, your region, your country.  apply it to the world and to all
seven billion souls on this planet (not that we can really conceive what seven billion means …).  all
reflect god’s image (and we only get close to a true image of god when it’s been refracted through
seven billion faces:  that is what infinitude looks like!).  and yet all are one.  all belong.  all matter.
and all, proclaims the gospel, are redeemed by Christ. 
Be still now. reflect on that truth. When we emerge from our contemplation of this wonder the
world must be radically different.  you are my brother or my sister, whoever ‘you’ are. We were sep-
arated at birth. or, rather, we were separated by birth – by location, culture, language, history. But
we must find our way back one to another, to welcome each other’s gifts and to build together god’s
world, a world reconciled, a world at peace, a world where people tread lightly on the earth and not
heavily on each other.

From Contemplation to Action
yet it won’t happen just through contemplation.  It requires also action rooted in the realization of

fraternity, communion, belonging.  peace is our task.  let us work for peace!  get informed.  get in-
volved.  Join pax Christi[3] or another group working to address the injustices and violence of our
world.  alone we can do nothing.  Together we can become brothers, sisters, friends, prophets of a
future not our own, god’s Kingdom and Christ’s realm.

[1] John Donne (1572-1631), Meditation XVII
2 In Latin, Rerum Novarum – the title of the first papal encyclical on social ethics, published by
Pope Leo XIII in 1891
3Contact www.paxchrist.org.uk or write to Pax Christi, Christian Peace Education Centre, St
Joseph's, Watford Way, Hendon, London NW4 4TY (UK) / 020 8203 4884 / E-mail: info@pax-
christi.org.uk
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one THe THemeS emergIng
from the feedback received from

those who have already been through
the Second Season material is how to
go about reading the Bible. It is true
that in the liturgy we are able to work
through the gospels and many other
biblical texts, but many people would

like guidance for personal reading. a question being asked is,
Should I begin at the beginning of genesis and simply work my
way through to the Book of revelation? There are many ways
to approach the Scriptures. perhaps, the first thing to remember
is that the Bible is a library rather than a book, and some sign-
posting may be useful as to where to find things in that library.

The poster appearing on this page gives details of several
events which will help participants to engage with the Scrip-
tures. you might like to note the dates and come along. equally,
there are other guides and written resources. The place to start
may well be the Diocesan Bookshop at DaBCeC in Crawley!

Andrew Bayes, Pastoral Team Coordinator

How to go about reading the Bible

Teaching input by DVD from Jeff Cavins
Renowned Bible Teacher & Evangelist!

A Quick Journey through the Bible is an 8-part introduction to the
Bible Timeline learning system. This study is designed to give the
student a brief overview of salvation history, from Genesis through
to the resurrection of Christ and the establishment of the Catholic
Church. Students will learn about the spiritual benefits of Bible

study and how to enter deeper into “His-story” as they begin their
study of the Scriptures.

One-day intensive study days
Sat 25 January—St Dunstan’s Woking

Sat 1 February— The Immaculate Conception, Peacehaven
Saturday 8 February – St John’s, Horsham 

For further information, please call David Wills on 
01293 651157 or email david.wills@dabnet.org

A Quick Journey Through The Bible study will also be offered at The Friary Church of St Francis & St
Anthony, Crawley on 8 successive Thursday evenings commencing 30 January 2014 from 7.45pm to
9.15pm.  Booking is essential for the Saturdays and for the evening course and the charge in each
case is £15 (for the evenings one amount for the 8 sessions) to cover the cost of the materials.

Contact Maja (01293) 414953 
majajasko@blueyonder.co.uk 
or Margaret (01293) 550682  
mmreynolds1@hotmail.com

Can you help St Cuthman’s?
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Some Dates for Singers and Musicians

Rite of Election
Saturday 8 March 2014, Arundel Cathedral, 

2.30pm. Rehearsal at 1.00pm

Chrism Mass rehearsals
Saturday 22 March, Arundel Cathedral Centre, 1.30 – 4.00pm

Saturday 5 April, St Joseph’s, Guildford, 1.30 – 4.00pm
Chrism Mass

Wednesday 16 April 2014, Arundel Cathedral, 6.00pm

To register your interest in joining one of these celebrations
please email catherine.christmas@dabnet.org

aS yoU may HaVe Seen in the media or
parish newsletters pope Francis has called a

Synod of Bishops. The document outlining the
work of the Synod says:
‘The mission of preaching the Gospel to all cre-
ation, entrusted directly by the Lord to his disci-
ples, has continued in the Church throughout
history. The social and spiritual crisis, so evi-
dent in today’s world, is becoming a pastoral
challenge in the Church’s evangelising mission
concerning the family, the vital building-block of
society and the ecclesial community. Never be-
fore has proclaiming the Gospel on the Family
in this context been more urgent and necessary.
The importance of the subject is reflected in the
fact that the Holy Father has decided to call for
a Synod of Bishops, which is to have a two-
staged itinerary: firstly, an Extraordinary Gen-
eral Assembly in 2014, intended to define the
‘status quaestionis’ and to collect the bishops’
experiences and proposals in proclaiming and
living the Gospel of the Family in a credible
manner; and secondly, an Ordinary General As-
sembly in 2015 to seek working guidelines in the
pastoral care of the person and the family.’

as part of the process of collecting ‘experi-

Synod: Family and Evangelisation
Katherine Bergin, Diocesan advisor for marriage and Family life

marrIage enCoUnTer oFFerS an opportunity to rediscover your dreams and hopes
for your marriage or priestly vocation. During a weekend you will learn to communicate

deeply and share your feelings away from the distractions of everyday life. It can revitalise your
relationship, but it is not therapy or counselling. after the weekend you may continue to meet
with other couples and priests who have already taken a weekend, to support you and encourage
you in your life journeys. The community you join is worldwide and lives out the Catholic
teachings on the vocations of marriage and holy orders. We support our parishes and diocese in
promoting and aiding family life in whatever way we are able to, and welcome whole heartedly
the Bishop's synod questionnaire on marriage and family life.  If you have any questions or want
to know more please visit our website www.wwme.org.uk or contact russ and Deirdre Fairman
on 0238 045 2094.

Marriage Encounter

pope FranCIS HaS Done mUCH since his inauguration to highlight the importance of fam-
ily life. He calls us to ‘always live in faith and simplicity, like the Holy Family of nazareth!’ He

speaks regularly of the daily challenges that face family life and appears to have a genuine under-
standing of the difficulties people may encounter. His teaching is based on the reality of his human
experience and on the long history within the Church of recognising the family as an important unit
which is often referred to as ‘the domestic Church’.

This term was well explained by pope Benedict in an address to the world meeting of families
(2012) ‘your vocation is not easy to live, especially today, but the vocation to love is a wonderful
thing, it is the only force that can truly transform the world. you have before you the witness of so
many families who point out the paths for growing in love: by maintaining a constant relationship
with god and participating in the life of the Church, by cultivating dialogue, respecting the other’s
point of view, by being ready for service and patient with the failings of others, by being able to
forgive and to seek forgiveness, by overcoming with intelligence and humility any conflicts that
may arise, by agreeing on principles of upbringing, and by being open to other families, attentive
towards the poor, and responsible within civil society. These are all elements that build up the fam-
ily. live them with courage, and be sure that, insofar as you live your love for each other and for all
with the help of god’s grace, you become a living gospel, a true domestic Church.’

This notion is one which is felt by many Christian families but not often put into words. The fact
that in the messiness of our everyday lives we seek to live as Jesus taught us, the story of his life,
death and resurrection demonstrating what it means to fully love others. However, the way we ex-
perience love within our families profoundly affects our own understanding of love and therefore
our understanding of god. It also changes our hearts and lives by building our capacity to be more
loving.

No one is implying that God’s love is exclusive to marriage and parenting but most would agree
that family love is particularly significant because of the way it forms us....’By virtue of their min-
istry of educating, parents are through the witness of their lives the first heralds of the gospel for
their children. Furthermore, by praying with their children, by reading the word of God with them
and by introducing them...into the Body of Christ—both the Eucharistic and the ecclesial body—
they become fully parents, in that they are begetters not only of bodily life, but also of the life that
through the Spirit's renewal flows from the cross and resurrection of Christ’(Familiaris Consortio,
#39).

This special feast of the Holy Family offers us a beautiful image of the family with an invitation to mirror our lives on
this most precious model.

We can be secure in the knowledge that within this loving environment God dwells and is active.
Katherine Bergin

Feast of the Holy Family

Picture: stephen.cuyos :courtesy of Patrick Q

ences and proposals’ the Bishops of england
and Wales published the questions and invited
responses. In our own Diocese we also had the
option to use a reformatted questionnaire. The
responses from both of these have been com-
piled into a response document and sent to the
Bishops Conference. Here it will be synthe-
sised with all the responses across the country
into a document which will be presented to the
secretariat of the extraordinary Synod at the
end of January. all the world wide responses
will be used to compile the working document
for the Bishops when they meet in the autumn
of 2014.

We have had a staggering response and are
very grateful to the large number of people
who took the time and effort to complete these
complex documents. your views have pro-
vided an opportunity to have a valuable insight
into the feelings and experiences of people liv-
ing within our diocese.

We hope to be able to make use of this infor-
mation in trying to provide support for one an-
other as we strive to live out the gospel,
whatever our vocation.
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on SUnDay 10 noVemBer at arundel Cathedral Bishop Kieran celebrated the annual
provincial mass for deceased members of the Knights of St Columba. This year at the end of

mass the Bishop decorated two of the brothers.
Brother Joseph o’neil was awarded the Jubilarians medal 2013 for 50 years service to the Knights

of St Columba. He joined Council 237 in 1963. The family moved from Beddington to Whyteleafe
and when Council 586 (Whyteleafe) was founded in 1967 Joe was one of the founder members. Joe
served as grand Knight of the Council three times. He left Whyteleafe in 2007 and they were very
sad to see him go as he was (and still is) a great servant to the KSC to the Church and to the local
community. Joe transferred to the Knights at Hastings and rother 630 and has been active as ‘Train-
ing’ officer as well as a regular member of the general purposes Committee and a supporter of all
their activities.

Brother John Burnett from Bognor regis Council was awarded a meritorious Service medal for all
his work in promoting the Knights in the parish of Bognor regis. as administrator of the parish John
has taken every opportunity to encourage the Knights in the work of the parish and thus helping the
clergy.
Both Knights are pictured with the Bishop Kieran and their medals in the cathedral at the end of the

mass - Joseph in the picture on the right and John in the picture below.
Stories and pictures: Patrick Coates and Charles Yarham

Awards to Knights of St Columba at Annual Provincial Mass for Deceased Members

ST gaBrIel’S parISH in Billingshurst had a triple celebration on Sunday 29 September. It was
the patronal festival of St gabriel, our guardian angel, who has watched over us as the commu-

nity spirit of our parish has grown from strength to strength.
on this special day five of our young parishioners made their First Holy Communion. This is al-

ways a great blessing for a parish and the visiting friends and relations were made to feel part of our
community by the warmth of the welcome from Fr Carl Davies.
The beautiful mass concluded with a surprise when Brian richards was presented with the Bene

merenti medal that he had been awarded by pope Francis in recognition of his forty years service to
our parish and Catholic community. Brian has served the parish in various ways including over two
decades as Chairman of the parish pastoral Council. Brian is well known and respected both in and
outside our parish especially as a strong supporter of ecumenical activities and of the Diocesan lour-
des pilgrimage. It is a well deserved recognition of a great person.
parishioners and extended families joined in a delicious shared lunch after mass. In a happy and re-

laxed atmosphere we all enjoyed our triple parish celebration.
pictured after the mass are Brian richards with his family.

Story and picture: Terri Griffin and Thomas Engelen

Triple celebration at St Gabriel’s

St.Cuthman’s
A&B Retreat and Meeting Centre
16 delightful en-suite bedrooms for residential stays 

for up to 24 guests.

F Quiet Days  F Group Meeting Facilities 

F Pretty chapel  F Mass most days

Contact us for full details, tel: 01403 741220 

or email us on stcuthmans@dabnet.org

www.stcuthmans.com
Cowfold Road, Coolham, Horsham,W. Sussex RH13 8QL

Beautiful, lakeside, historic country house
set in 20 acres of grounds.

Grandparents week
GRANDPARENTS' WEEK THIS YEAR was again a wonderful success with lots

of schools and parishes finding the time to welcome grandparents into their
communities. Further reports of some of the events can be found at http://www.ab-
diocese.org.uk/PastoralTeam/marfam/Grandparents.   If anyone is interested in
starting a group within their parish to support the ever changing role of grandpar-
ents please contact Christine Evans at cevansuk@btinternet.com<mailto:cevan-
suk@btinternet.com>.

IF
YOU

WOULD
LIKE 
TO 

FILL
THIS

SPACE
CALL
01440

730399



TRAVEL INSURANCE
arranged for readers of The A & B News

ANNUAL TRAVEL
INSURANCE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TOP QUALITY COVER
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special A & B
News’ discount. Don’t forget we can also
sell SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with any dura -
tion up to one year, with no maximum age
limit and up to £20,000 cancellation cover

per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FSA

NOTICE BOARD BISHOP’S DIARY
DeCeMBer 2013    JAnuAry 2014MASS For the DeAF 

on the first Saturday of every month unless 
otherwise stated:

4 January 2014 (epiphany) 
St John the evangelist, Springfield road, 

Horsham, rH12 2pJ

the AMMerDown ConFerenCe 
AnD retreAt Centre

24 to 26 January
Creative Journaling – Caterpillars to Butterflies led by

ann Beazer
25 January meditation and mindfulness led by mark

Scholefield and John preston  
14 February – Quiet day : a Journey of the Heart –
Travelling Home to love led by libby Dobson and

Sarah Chabowska  
http://ammerdown.org/courses 01761 433709

email centre@ammerdown.org

Tue 24               11pm          Carols and readings Followed by midnight mass, 
arundel Cathedral

Wed 25               9.30am       Christmas mass, arundel Cathedral
Tue 7 – Thu 9                       Southern province Conference, DaBCeC
Fri 10                 7pm            Service of Introduction to Confirmation, 

english martyrs, goring
Sat 11                 9.30am       Confirmation at Hmp Coldingley
Sun 12               11am           mass at petworth parish
Wed 15              1.00pm        mass at St Francis primary School, Caterham
Thu 16 – Fri 17                     Trustees’ meeting, St Cuthman’s
Sat 18                 6.30pm       mass at Holy Cross Convent, Heathfield
Tue 21 – Wed 22                   Standing Committee meeting, london
Thu 23               10.30am      mass for general Chapter, Holy Cross Convent, 

Heathfield
mon 27              12.30pm     young Clergy lunch, High oaks
Tue 28                                  episcopal ordination of mgr mark o’Toole as 

Bishop of plymouth at plymouth Cathedral
Wed 29              12.30pm      retired priests’ lunch, High oaks
Thu 30               11am           Keynote presentation, education Conference, london

CaFoD a&B   telephone: 01483 898866
email arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

thAnK you
Iam reFleCTIng over the past year, one with special appeals

for Syria and Typhoon Haiyan. We have also had the Hungry For
Change campaign and the enough Food For everyone IF campaign.
many donations have been made and a lot has changed throughout
the world because of the committed support of the Catholic Commu-
nity. I would like to thank you for your support this year.
I would like to say a specific word of thanks to our volunteers
throughout the Diocese. We have volunteers in most of our parishes,
many of our schools, volunteers in our Wonersh office and a variety
of other volunteers throughout the Diocese all of whom are vital to
our work. you have raised awareness of the needs of the world and
of CaFoD’s work as part of the Catholic Church to support people
in their need and to bring about lasting change. you have inspired
generosity and represented those in poverty in your communities. We
would like to thank you for doing this because without you our work
would be much reduced.

For those reading this who aren’t volunteers, perhaps you
would consider being so? We offer support and training whether
you want to help out in your parish, schools or elsewhere. Would you
like to make this your new year’s resolution? Do get in touch with us
in the office if you would like to join our team of volunteers across
the Diocese. more information can be found on our blog http://cafo-
darundelbrighton.wordpress.com/

Martin Brown

Dr Xerri writes
‘The Kilimanjaro adventure’ started on 2 october when I left Heathrow for
Tanzania. The climb started on the 4th, the feast of St Francis. It started
well but unfortunately on reaching 4000metres (13000ft), my lungs and
my legs wouldn't allow me to go further and I had to be brought down.
This was a great disappointment.

When I returned home I was encouraged to find that the donations for
the a&B lourdes sick fund was such a healthy figure.

I must thank sincerely all of you who have supported me with your
prayers, encouragement and donations.
The figure today stands at £5040 - this will certainly help those sick pil-
grims who wish to come to lourdes but are unable to because of financial
restraints.

THanK yoU all for your generosity and god Bless you all.
Salvo

Africa climb raises over
£5000 for Lourdes

BrIgHTon anD HoVe’S premier Catholic charity event, the 55th annual Catholaity Fair, took place on Saturday 9 november  in Hove Town Hall.
Despite single-digit temperatures and heavy rain showers, hundreds of keen shoppers queued outside the Hall before the 10.30am opening.  

Inside, more than 50 stalls were occupied by a variety of groups; these included ten church parishes, national charities like the SVp (pictured), mary’s
meals, the a&B Deaf Service (pictured), the Scouts - including a polish Scout group, and local charities like St. Teresa’s Kenya project and the St
anne’s Day Centre. outside, a musical duo entertained the waiting crowd. a complete picture is included on page 12.

once Brighton & Hove’s mayor, Councillor Denise Cobb, declared the Fair open everything was for sale. There were books, DVDs, games, bric a
brac, tombola stalls, Christmas cards, bottles, cakes, clothing, shoes, wooden gifts, groceries, lucky dips and polish doughnuts. To supplement the usual
sweets and chocolates, this year anna Hayward and her daughters from Sacred Heart
parish organised a candy floss machine (a temptation that proved irresistible to many, in-
cluding her parish priest - who gallantly offered several parishioners a taste of his pur-
chase).

The Fair is really about something much more important than raising money and aware-
ness. It is about recognising, sharing and celebrating the selfless spirit that leads people to
undertake charity work. The many young helpers at Catholaity felt its magic, and I am
sure they will grow into caring people who give their time and talent to help others.

Story and pictures: Harry Robertson

Catholaity Fair at Hove Town Hall
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Chalet Everest is a mid 20th
century alpine chalet,
tastefully renovated to
provide five spacious
apartments, each enjoying
panoramic views of the
Aravis Mountains.
Located in the heart of the
Haute Savoie. La Grand
Bornand is a thriving
village with artisan baker,
butcher, chocolatier;
charming local restaurants
and a weekly street
market.

�� 50 minutes from Geneva
�� 30 minutes from Annecy
�� from L’Everest Ski bus        
stop
10 mins from principal ski 
area

�� 3 ski schools
�� Ice skating

�� Ski du Fond
�� Ski Aravis: Le Grand                        
Bornand and La Clusaz

�� A great value resort -
go to 

www. legrandbornand.com
and download the winter
brochure

We very much look
forward to receiving your

enquiry 

www.chaleteverest.com

Chalet Everest
Holiday Apartments in Le Grand
Bornand, French Alps

+44 (0)7804 881 844

+44 (0)7774 245 588



For information about 
life as a priest or brother in

the Society 
of Jesus
please contact
Vocations Promoter
114 Mount Street,
London W1K 3AH
E: vocations@jesuit.org.uk
W: jesuit.org.uk

arCaID, a charity based at St Joan of arc’s church in Farnham had
their agm on 18 november. It was followed by a most interesting

talk given by Colin andrews about the Tiyeni Fund which operates in
northern malawi.      
The purpose of the fund (Tiyeni means lets go) is to demonstrate

good farming practices to prevent devastating soil erosion and encour-
age better crops. Villages are encouraged to apply for help from the
fund which then sends in trained people to show the villagers how to
proceed. also seed and tools are provided so that they have all they
need to get started – no money is given.  The fund also supports stu-
dents at schools and colleges. malawi (you may remember it as nyasa-
land) is one of the poorest, but one of the friendliest countries in the
world. arCaID has supported the fund and the picture shows Colin
being presented with a cheque for £500 for the Tyeni Fund by arCaID
Treasurer melanie Feibusch.

arCaID is St Joan's own independent charity, started in 1989 with
the aim of filling in gaps in the work of the larger agencies, by trying to
reach people who would otherwise be neglected. It looks for individu-
als, families, orphanages, small health centres, schools, whose needs -
though often desperate - do not come within the ambit of the bigger aid
programmes. It finds trustworthy agents, on the spot, who know exactly
what needs doing and where the use of a few pounds, at a critical time,
can make a crucial difference to people's lives. This kind of small-scale
aid becomes a very direct and personal thing. It brings the giver closer
to the person in need, making that person a 'neighbour' and a particular
subject of prayer. In the past year arCaID has funded 22 projects
across asia, africa and Central /South america. arCaID works with
trustworthy agents to bring help to those who need it. It's modest size
allows all running costs to be absorbed by it's committee, so every
penny goes directly to those in need. To find out more about arCaID
please take a look at the website at www.stjoanofarcfarnham.co.uk/ar-
caid.html.

How Does one Join? Simply by giving, occasionally or regularly, in
any amount one chooses. most people give by banker's order, monthly,
quarterly or annually, and most of these make covenants or gift aid
declarations which enable arCaID to obtain valuable tax refunds.
Charity cheques and give as you earn are other tax-efficient methods.
parishioners of St Joan of arc have the option of giving cash in en-
velopes placed in the church collecting plate. Click here for donation
form which can be printed. most projects are brought to arCaID's at-
tention through members of the parish or through contacts we have
made on previous projects.    

Story and picture: Tony Tunstall
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THe ImmaCUlaTe ConCepTIon CHUrCH in peacehaven was
built 50 years ago in 1963.

The 50th anniversary was blessed on the 20 october by Bishop Kieran,
concelebrating a thanksgiving mass with Fr Kevin o’Donnell and our pre-
vious parish priest Fr Tom ryan (pictured). It was a very happy occasion
and the bishop congratulated the choir and congregation on their singing.
The bishop also asked if there was anyone present who had attended the

first mass in the church, sadly there wasn’t, and he explained how very
different it would have been – all in latin and no concelebrating was al-
lowed.
There was a big party in the hall after mass, with food supplied by

parishioners with a multi-national flavour. We would like to thank Bishop
Kieran for helping to make this a very special occasion and look forward
to the next 50 years at the Immaculate Conception Church.

Story and picture: Cathy Gregan and Anne Farncombe

on a FrIDay eVenIng in november, minds, hearts and smiles
were being well exercised as young people from youth alive - St

Dunstan’s Catholic youth group in Woking - met up with their counter-
parts from Woking United reformed Church (UrC) and the Shah
Jahan mosque for a fun quiz night together. 
as part of the Inter Faith group, in 2012, St Dunstan’s and the

mosque have previously each hosted youth members from the other
two homes of worship and briefly shared the essence of their own
faith. These visits were more on the formal side as the young people
didn’t know each other at the time.
This quiz night provided the first social platform for 35 of the youth
members from all three places to interact and get to know each other.
Being winter, it was decided to have an indoor event where both male
and female members, ages ranging from 13-17, could take part and
have some fun together. The teams of 6 were mixed, with two from the
mosque, two from the UrC and two from St Dunstan’s in each. The
quiz night included an ice-breaker called ‘the sun always shines
on.....’, with refreshments and nibbles and closing prayer written by
youth members from youth alive.
Kauser akhtar, youth leader from the mosque and wife of the Imam,

said: ‘everyone really enjoyed it and would love to do something simi-
lar again. I thought the ice breaker was just great! The questions were a
bit tough but it's good to have a challenge! I was speaking to Fr peter
andrews and he mentioned something about taking everyone bowl-
ing...so perhaps that is something we could do next. I noticed during
the activities the young integrate really well, but during the break they
were back in their own little groups. I think it will take time for rela-
tionships to form and it is a good idea to have regular activities so they
became more familiar with one another. Thank you once again for a
lovely evening, please thank everyone at St Dunstan’s who helped
make it a success.’
Two young ladies from the mosque held a hand painting stall at St

Dunstan’s Christmas Fair on 30 november 2013, so while the children
were having their face painted, mums had their hands painted!. 

Story: Mark Potter

50th anniversary of Peacehaven Church ARCAID in Farnham donates to Malawi

Youth Interfaith Quiz in Woking

In a FIrST for the parish, 23 of our young people took part in an amaz-
ing all-night vigil on 23-24 november, culminating in mass on the Sun-

day morning to celebrate national youth Sunday.
The event took place in the church, in the hall and around the town and

involved lots of activities, fundraising and bearing witness. The group
built a shelter outside the church to find out more about what life is like
for the homeless. They baked cakes, decorated gingerbread houses and
made cards and decorations which were sold after Sunday mass (three of
the young people are pictured), raising over £180 for CaFoD's philip-
pines appeal.
at midnight they walked around the town, stopping en-route to pray for

the local community before returning to church to spend time in the shel-
ter. Through the night they were woken in shifts of an hour spending time
at various ‘prayer stations’ as well as keeping watch in front of the Blessed
Sacrament.
mass on the Sunday morning was, according to one parishioner, one of

the most moving and powerful masses he had ever witnessed. The group
enacted Christ's crucifixion during the gospel and led the congregation in
prayer and song. our confirmation candidates were also enrolled at this
mass.
after selling their wares and running a raffle, and after tidying up the

church and the hall, all went home to their families for a well-earned
sleep!

Story: Stephen, Louise and Ellen   Picture: Lucy

Youth Sunday in Walton-on-Thames

SAINT

WILFRID'S 

CATHOLIC

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Queen Elizabeth

Avenue, 
Burgess Hill RH15 9RJ

Headteacher
Mrs A O'Hara
Telephone:

01444 235254 

SAINT PANCRAS

CATHOLIC

PRIMARY

SCHOOL 
De Montfort Road,

Lewes BN7 2SR

Headteacher 

Mrs D Turner

Telephone
01273 473017

SAINT HUGH OF
LINCOLN
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Five Oaks Close,
St John’s, Woking

GU21 8TU
Headteacher 
Mr M George
Telephone 

01483 480441
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FROM THE PARISHES
ADUR VALLEY

Canon BrIan o’SUllIVan, our retired
parish priest celebrated his 80th birthday with
a special mass at which a collection was made
for the parkinson’s Society.

a review of our parish administration has re-
cently been carried out and it was encouraging
to see how many people care so much for our
parish that the lecture theatre at the Towers
was filled to capacity to hear Bishop Kieran
along with Fr Sean Finnegan and our Deacons.
The annual St Botolph’s memorial service

and the blessing of the graves in Shoreham
took place recently.

The Secret Singing Club, who serve coffee
after mass on Tuesday mornings in addition to
the usual Sunday coffee, all help to maintain
our social lives in the parish.

meetings for preparation for the Diocesan
golden Jubilee are being held in all parts of
the parish.

The food bank scheme has started in Shore-
ham and St peter’s are going to have a box to
receive donations. St peter’s jumble sale raised
£160 and their Christmas fayre £934. along
with the almost £1,000 collected by the parish
as a whole for the philippines disaster the gen-
erosity of this parish is just amazing.

Penny Richardson
ARUNDEL

arUnDel parISHIonerS have been busy
putting the fun into fundraising this autumn.
We sang and tapped our feet to the rhythms of
the Salvation army Band as they filled the
Cathedral with praise while at the same time
helping raise much needed funds for our local
St Barnabas House Hospice. later several
teams enjoyed themselves pitting their general
knowledge against each other in a brain baf-
fling quiz night whilst raising a goodly sum for
Catenian charities. We then packed lots of love
for Christmas in the annual love in a Box ap-
peal.                                              Hilary Caws

CATERHAM
preparaTIonS for Christmas and the new
year are well under way. The parish Christmas
fayre held on 24 november was very well at-
tended and a great success.

members of the parish are actively involved
with the Caterham food bank.

The meeting at the end of September of a
Call To action (aCTa) was very interesting,
and prof Tom o'loughlin (a former curate of
this parish) gave a challenging address.

Fr Kieran gardiner gave a blessing at indi-
vidual graves at St mary's cemetery on 17 no-
vember and, sadly, there have been two recent
deaths, michael Taylor and mary matthews.
mary was 94 and had worshiped at the Sacred
Heart since 1959.                     

Peter Patterson

CRAWLEY
Christ the Lord (LEP)

Broadfield & Bewbush
aT oUr maSS on 27 october we were
thrilled to have the talented Blue Sash Choir
leading our worship. The choir have been busy
rehearsing, and this is reflected in their pol-
ished performance and enthusiasm.  many
thanks to all who have helped in any way.
after mass Fr gerard Hatton welcomed Tobias
melia, the new headteacher of our lady's
school. Tobias invited us to an open morning
at the school on 14 november and also joined
us for coffee after mass.

Barbara Winstanley

CRAWLEY
St Francis, St Anthony

and St Bernadette
We HaVe HaD many opportunities to re-
member our lost and loved ones, during the
month of november. The annual blessing of
the graves in Crawley’s Snell Hatch cemetery,
saw 200 parishioners taking part in the cere-
mony together with the clergy team.

on remembrance Sunday the parish laid a
wreath at St edwards in pound Hill. Then on
Sunday 17 november parishioners were in-
vited to a memorial Service at the Friary
Church. This was an opportunity, particularly
poignant for those who had lost a loved one in
the last 12 months, to pray and place candles
on the graves of those buried in the Friary
cemetery. Vespers of remembrance were sung
and the graves were blessed. afterwards there
was a comforting cup of tea to warm the
mourners on the cold afternoon.

a Book of  remembrance has been available
in all the churches, for parishioners to write in
the names of loved ones who have died and for
whom prayers are offered.            Sue Fellows

EAST GRINSTEAD
on rememBranCe SUnDay, parish-
ioners of St Bernards church, along with the
other churches in lingfield, gathered at The
War memorial for the annual service of re-
membrance.

The St Vincent de paul Society at St
Bernard's  raised £380 from their cake stall
sale in aid of the Darfur baby feeding pro-
gramme.

on Saturday 16 november The Friends of St
peters School celebrated and thoroughly en-
joyed with a meal and dancing the 40th an-
niversary of the formation of the association.

as part of operation Shoebox 301 boxes
were sent to Ukraine, of which 106 came from
St peters'  primary school and 45 from our
lady & St peter and St Bernard's churches.

on Sunday 24 november, a rich man poor
man lunch took place, raising money for The
World Challenge 2015 to east africa and St
Catherine' Hospice. also on on this day, The
Friends of The Holy land at St Bernard's held
a fund-raising day by arranging for an expert
to visit to value antiques.              

Margaret Pond

EASTBOURNE
Christ the King, The Holy Rood

and St Joachim
parISHIonerS Were invited to place pho-
tographs of deceased family members and
friends on the steps of the altar at Christ The
King prior to a service of remembrance which
took place on 24 november.  reflections on
mortality and on the hope of eternal life by
writers such as ronald rolheiser and Frank
Topping were interspersed with musical inter-
ludes and the singing of hymns during a very
moving service. Two weeks earlier the parish
held its annual service of remembrance for
those killed in war.

Two members of the lourdes redshirts team
addressed congregations at weekend masses
during the third week of november, prior to a
coffee morning taking place in the hall at
Christ the King the following Saturday to raise
funds to support the excellent work they do in
assisting sick and disabled pilgrims at the
shrine.

east Sussex lIFe group continues to meet at
Christ The King and its agm was held in the
parish rooms on 19 november.  

John Carmody

EGHAM
graTeFUl THanKS to Chris lynch who
for 17 years has led the Sacramental pro-
grammes for reconciliation and Communion.
She has retired from this role now. She was
wonderful with both the children and parents.  

We held another ‘Taster Day’ for catechists
on the 26 november for those unable to attend
on Saturday the 19 october, which was very
enjoyable and we learnt a lot. There are lots of
reasons for having many catechists in the
parish. We need them to share the life of devel-
opment and learning. The primary one is so
that no-one is overburdened and secondly
skills are shared.

advent groups began on monday 25 no-
vember. It is a useful way of building commu-
nity as well as our spiritual growth, and is a
good way of bringing single and older parish-
ioners together to be inclusive in the life of our
parish.

The travelling nativity; this simple but
meaningful  advent set of figures can visit
parishioners’ homes for a night between 1 and
24 December. Inside the bag is a family
liturgy to welcome mary and Joseph, to pray
for the homeless, families and to focus on 'the
reason for the season' with children.

Alice Mabbs
LEWES

aT oUr annUal 'Know popery' lecture on
4 november, Bishop lindsay Urwin, the ad-

TO ALL OUR
CORRESPONDENTS

ITemS  for the February 2014 issue must
reach the editorial office at Crawley by
10am on Monday 30 December 2013 and
for the March 2014 issue by Monday 27
January 2014.  Contributions may be sent by
e-mail to abnews@dabnet.org and if so
please include a contact telephone number.
It is helpful to us if Correspondents can  type
their contributions, keep them to no more
than 200 words and include a word count.
Original good quality digital pictures (which
must be at least 300dpi) are very welcome.
They should be sent as e-mail attachments.
We regret we are unable to use photocopies or
pictures stored on computer floppy disks.
Please tell us that you have permissions for
children’s  photos to be published.

ministrator of the anglican Shrine of our lady
of Walsingham was our speaker.  He gave a fas-
cinating talk on the history of the Shrine, from
its founding in the 11th century to its glory days
when royal monarchs visited, up to the destruc-
tion of the Shrine in the 16th century, and then
the renovation of both the Slipper Chapel and
the building of the anglican Holy House. He ex-
pressed sadness that there is a Catholic Shrine
and an anglican Shrine, but our shared love for
our lady and the opportunities there for sharing
our common faith is a beacon of hope to show to
the secular world.  our parish is returning for a
second year on pilgrimage next year, having
been made so welcome there last year at both
Shrines.                                 

Ffion Wilkes

PETWORTH with DUNCTON
FolloWIng THe aSSemBly in September
for the parishes of midhurst and petworth ,
where two of the themes raised were prayer and
the involvement of young people, it has been
suggested that each person might try to say a
Decade of the rosary every day for the inten-
tions of our young people - (perhaps even with
young people).  It seems a good and easy start-
ing point for those not familiar with it as well as
a regular focus for people who say the rosary
already.

The CaFoD Harvest Collection was, as al-
ways, generously supported - even without the
usual lure of a bowl of soup for lunch. 

The annual blessing of the graves took place
after the 8 o'clock mass at Duncton on Sunday,
3 november. and for once it was not pouring
with rain.

The last of this year's Duncton breakfasts took
place on Sunday, 17 november and was particu-
larly well-attended, even though members of the
anglican church could not be there on this occa-
sion.  These popular social events take place
quarterly after the 8 o'clock mass and have now
become firmly established as an ecumenical oc-
casion;  a real opportunity for people from dif-
ferent churches to meet informally.    

Sally Bohane

NOTICE
It would be of considerable
benefit to the editorial
team if contributors would
always include their con-
tact telephone number when
submitting any copy.   Thank
you   

BRIGHTON 
St Mary’s Preston Park

on SUnDay 6 october the Social Con-
cerns group organised a harvest coffee
morning to raise money towards the
CaFoD harvest fast day collection. We
raised £50.

a fundraising evening in aid of mary’s
meals on 12 october raised £750 for the
charity. There was a talk, presentation,
curry meal and raffle.

at midday on Sunday 13 october Canon
oliver Heaney came back to a packed
church to say a mass of thanksgiving for
his 16 years as our parish priest. everyone
brought food to share for a celebration
lunch in the hall afterwards. It was a very
special occasion. Fr oliver said how grate-
ful he was for the parish’s support and
friendship over the years. He is enjoying
his new role as a retired priest.

on Friday 22 november the Social Con-
cerns group organised a quiz night in aid of
St anne’s Day Centre for the Homeless,
raising £95.

Claire Shelton-Jones
The picture shows Bernard Regan, on the
right, presenting a cheque to Canon Oliver,
with our new parish priest, Fr Bruno
Witchalls on the left.

POLEGATE and HAILSHAM

loVe-In-a-Box – our two parishes sent over 20 shoe boxes filled with toys, toiletries,
gloves, hats and sweets to the mustard Seed relief organisation in eastbourne for distribution to
children of eastern europe at Christmas. The transport costs were covered by donations of £63
which we received with our thanks from generous benefactors.

Story: Tessa Truman  Picture: Margaret Gearing
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WADHURST
oUr reCenT successful quiz night, besides
raising a very useful £700, gave us the interest-
ing information that ‘clowder’ is the collective
name for… cats! not many people know this but
Colleen's winning team did! Which set me
thinking, what is the collective noun for Kilte-
gan  priests? perhaps on the evidence, a Smiling
or a Holiness or a Charisma of Kiltegans? last
Sunday Fr martin o'Connor invited two fellow
Kiltegan missionaries to address our Churches
Together meeting on the subject of 'missionaries
Then and now'. It attracted an audience from all
the Churches including all the local clergy and
their spouses. We heard some touching stories of
the work done by priests and nuns especially in
the field of education and the obstacles that
some young people overcome to achieve an edu-
cation. We saw an embroidered tablecloth as an
example of the effort that one young woman
made to support herself when her mother died so

as to continue in school. She is now a qualified
lawyer contributing to her own country. 

Fr martin pointed out that much of their work
was designed to do themselves out of a job!
young african men are now becoming priests
and able to take on the work of evangelisation,
but more tellingly fewer people from europe are
prepared to devote their whole lives as in the
past but are happy to work for two or three
years.                                          

Peggy Purslow

WOKING
an ‘aFTernoon ClUB’ has been started in
St Dunstan’s running once a month; the aim is to
have a guest speaker, ideally with some activity
or skill to interest parishioners and attract other
visitors, as well as an opportunity to socialise
and enjoy some refreshments.  Bishop Kieran
was warmly welcomed as the first guest speaker
who gave a very interesting talk about wines.

The 60 or so who attended seem very happy
with this new venture, which will run each
month.

St Dunstan’s has also been running a film club
in the function room once a month for a year
now.  Showing generally appealing modern and
classic films (nothing  ‘x-rated’ so far!), this has
also proved a popular, daytime social event in
the parish with people coming from outside as
well. The contributions have, apparently, cov-
ered the cost of the licence needed. 

Mark Potter
WORTHING

St Mary of the Angels
SUnDay 6 oCToBer was our Harvest
Thanksgiving. people brought their gifts of food
and produce to our beautifully decorated altar.
These were then donated to the day centre for
the homeless. This Sunday also our First Holy
Communion candidates were enrolled at the
10.30am mass.

one of our young parishioners – Jennifer
Boyes – took part in the gr20 hike the length of
Corsica. The group raised £5,000 for medecins
sans Frontieres who provide medical treatment,
consultations, operation and vaccinations in over
60 countries.

on all Saints day the church was lit with
many candles, and the litany of the Saints was
said at both masses.

on remembrance Sunday a wreath was
placed before the altar followed by a minute’s
silent prayer and the singing of the national an-
them at the start of the bidding prayers. after the
10.30am mass a wreath was placed on our War
memorial at the east end of the church.

on Saturday 23 november our Filipino com-
munity had their mass for the Holy Souls, bring-
ing votive candles and written names of
departed loved ones. This was especially perti-
nent as many of them have family and friends
affected by the terrible Typhoon Haiyan.

Astrid Gibson

noVemBer WaS THe SeaSon of
presentations in our parish.   on Sunday
17 Bishop Kieran presided at the main
mass at St Joseph’s, redhill and pre-
sented both a Bene merenti  and a St.
philip Howard medal. The Bene merenti
was given to pat Conroy in recognition
of his many years of service up to his re-
cent retirement. He joined the finance
committee in 1972, soon becoming chair-
man, a post he held until may this year.
During this period two major projects
were achieved; the building of the ‘new’
church in ladbroke road to replace the
original one on the Brighton road and
the recently opened parish Centre.  He
was also a Founding governor of St
Bede’s School which was created
through the amalgamation of St Joseph’s
Secondary School, and Bishop Simpson

Church of england School.  He is also an active member of the Catenians.
The St philip Howard medal was awarded to Joe Welsby. He has been a stalwart of our parish for

many years, reliable and conscientiously being a sacristan and key holder of St Joseph’s church for
20 years.  In 2010 he stepped down as his physical infirmity and impaired vision developed but he is

REDHILL, REIGATE and MERSTHAM
still the leader of the advent group, a
group providing opportunities for senior
citizens to meet and socialise.
It was a pleasure to welcome back for the

occasion Fr laurence Quin morris, former
parish priest, now living in Canada.
earlier in the month at Holy Family

Church, reigate there was a surprise pres-
entation to mrs marion Harris in recogni-
tion of 18 years service as local secretary
of missio.  The certificate signed by arch-
bishop Vincent nicholls and Canon James
Cronin, national Director of missio and
the Superior general of the mill Hill Fa-
thers, was presented by mrs eileen
Tomkins.  marion was recruited by her
predecessor;  she thought she was taking
on the role of promoter and only discov-
ered it was a bigger job when files were
handed over!

The picture to the left: Bishop Kieran after presenting the Bene Merenti to Pat Conroy, his wife, Maureen looks on.
The picture to the right shows Joe Welsby, his wife, Maeve Welsby with Fr Quin Morris and Fr Chris Spain

Story; Ann Lardeur, pictures Janet Franklin

FROM THE PARISHES
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We meT In WeSTmInSTer Cathedral on Friday evening and all day Saturday 8/9 november..
Firstly we attended a rehearsal of the Choristers in the Song School. This was impressive; they

obviously had an excellent rapport with martin Baker, master of music, their director and sang flu-
ently in latin and german. after this we attended sung mass at which the Choristers were joined by
the lay clerks

after mass we were taken up into the apse to see the organ there and given a short talk by ed
Symington, organ Scholar. Those among us who were organists were given the opportunity to play!
Imagine their amazement when they realised the sound was coming from the great organ at the west
end of the Cathedral.

We were then led along the galleries, high above the nave to visit the great organ at the west end.
ed played for us a piece which had been written especially for this organ. after this we adjourned for
a meal and a chance to socialise and catch up with old friends.

Saturdays programme took place at the Church of our lady St John’s Wood. The morning started

with a lecture from Fr Francesco Donega, director of the redemptoris mater house of preparation for
the neo Catechumenate in london. The most striking thing was the length of time taken in preparing
the Catechumens, up to four years!

next a quick dash through the rain to rehearse for the Society’s annual mass. our music Directors
for the weekend were Catherine Christmas and paul Inwood. at midday Bishop alan Hopes came
and celebrated mass for us.

a delicious ‘sandwich’ lunch was followed by the annual Crichton memorial lecture given by our
own Bishop Kieran. The title was ‘The year of Faith and the challenge of the new evangelisation in
the light of the constitution on the Sacred liturgy’. Bishop Kieran spoke movingly about this and
linked it into what we have been doing to prepare for our golden Jubilee.

The day concluded with the agm, the Trustees were re-elected en-bloc and after the shortest agm
on record the day concluded with evening prayer.

Gill Ness-Collins

Winter Assembly of the Society of St Gregory

Picture of Catholaity Fair, article is on page 8

An independent Catholic boarding 
and day school for girls aged 11 to 18

To see first hand how we can help 

your daughter to flourish academically, socially, 

physically and spiritually, join us at the Old Palace 

for an open event or personal visit.

New Sixth Form Centre
now open!

01435 874642

admissions@mayfieldgirls.org

The Old Palace, Mayfield, 

East Sussex TN20 6PH

www.mayfieldgirls.org

Educating mind, body, heart & soul

‘An excellent broad curriculum enriched by a wide range of 
extracurricular opportunities allows pupils to develop their talents 

and to discover hidden ones’  Independent Schools Inspectorate Report 2012

Open events: Friday 14 March, Tuesday 29 April 2014


