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it is imPortant to ConFront FaitH and solutions’ so one participant reflected of
the the Churches together in surrey Forum held in march. and so the whole day did just that. 

the Forum met at st dunstan’s church in woking and was attended by almost 80 people from differ-
ent denominations from across surrey and beyond. 
a brilliant array of speakers looked at the changing face of surrey and how Christians could re-

spond.
the scene for the day was set by revd Professor andrew Bradsock, secretary for Church and soci-
ety at the united reformed Church. 

He pointed out that for many it is a matter of surprise and concern that churches speak out on pub-
lic issues.  He asks ‘do they think that being ‘Churches’ means we lock ourselves away to sing
hymns and say prayers with no concern about what’s happening outside our gates?’  at root he says
there is a failure on the part of many in the media and elsewhere – whether wilful or otherwise – to
recognise that the Christian gospel is about showing, yes God’s love for all who are in need, but also
God’s deep concern for justice, for an end to those factors which keep people from enjoying life in
all its fullness.

there followed talks by Chris How on the working of Credit unions. some people found this par-
ticularly useful. one person described the talk by revd Kevin o’Brien, rector of st John the Evan-
gelist Church of England, Burgess Hill as ‘inspiring’. He spoke about the community Food Bank in
Burgess Hill. many other participants were also inspired by him and said that they had learned a lot.  
robert, of yoursanctuary.org.uk, then spoke about the topical subject of domestic violence, which for
some listeners was a new experience. Jane seals spoke about Christians against Poverty, which
again was a new field of exploration for many. one particularly impressive comment was ‘it is great
that the churches are working together.

the day had opened with a time of worship and the participants were welcomed by Bishop Kieran
and concluded with an open session with rt rev Jonathan Clark, Bishop of Croydon and Professor
Bradstock. 
Sue O’Brien, Diocesan Dialogue and Unity Adviser and Revd Sue Loveday of Churches Together in

Surrey (pictured right)  put the event together. All pictures by John Roberts
If you would like to know more please email Sue O’Brien susanobrien@dabnet.org

Poverty amidst affluence
Our Christian response First oF all i want to wish you all a Happy Easter,

all fifty days of it, taking us up to Pentecost and the com-
pletion of the Easter mysteries with the sending of the Holy
spirit.

and i want to repeat something i said in my pastoral letter
of the second sunday of Easter at the end of april, about
those who have been ‘received into the Church’ recently. For
many this has been the end of a long journey that in some
cases has taken not only years but tens of years. when i met
some of the candidates (as they were then) at  the rite of
Election at the beginning of lent, they spoke of their joy and
enthusiasm at finally arriving at their goal, even though they
knew this was not the end of a journey, but the beginning of a
new one.

For a number of them, however, that journey will not go
very far forward, and by this time next year they will have
stopped coming to church. why this will be we will probably
never know, because we will have no opportunity to ask them.

But it does face the rest of us with a challenge. why will
they become so disillusioned with the Church? what is wrong
with us they we don’t offer what they are looking for? indeed
why do so many of our ‘cradle Catholics’ also drift away from
the Church?

we need to ensure that our parish communities do what they
implicitly claim, that they do indeed preach the gospel, that
they reach out to the poor, the lame, the blind and the sick, that they echo the words of Jesus,
quoting isaiah: ‘He sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives,
and to the blind new sight, to set the downtrodden free.’

look around for the downtrodden, the poor, those held captive in so many ways. if we are not
doing this then this is not the Church people hoped they were joining. if we are smugly simply
looking after ourselves, then we do not deserve to attract new members. let’s actually provide
what we promise.

with my prayers and good wishes.

An Easter message from Bishop Kieran

The candle picture above copyright 2000, 2001, 2002 Free Software Foundation.inc

Prof Bradstock                  Jane Seals              Revd Kevin O’Brien            Chris How
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Fr KEvin o’donnEll presented
martin Klust with his Bene merenti

medal from Pope Francis (pictured) in
recognition of his services to the church of
the immaculate Conception, Peacehaven
on 30 november 2013. martin has served
over many years as a Eucharistic minister,
reader and Chairman of the Finance Com-
mittee.
also recognised were martin’s services to

the Catenian association for over 45 years
on Grand Council, on Provincial Council

for 37 years
where he was
twice elected as
Provincial Presi-
dent, as well as
25 years as
Provincial secre-
tary.

Story and pic-
tures: Michael

Staples

Host a Roast at Haslemere
Story on Page 10

Bene Merenti in Peacehaven

Each summer the Diocese of
Arundel and Brighton organises an
ecumenical walk to a place, shrine
or area exploring a particular
theme or aspect of our faith and
Christian heritage. What we
rediscover, year after year, is the
amazing personal and community
value of going on a pilgrimage as
our medieval forebears did, where
the journey, walking, laughing,
sharing, praying, singing, etc. is as
important as the destination. We
stop at a pub for lunch and sleep on the floors of church, school or
community halls. We try to walk on footpaths not roads.

Our 2014 Pilgrimage takes us from Liverpool to Carlisle
through the Lake District. Our theme reflects the centenary of
the outbreak of the first world war, and the new Pope’s choice
of Francis for his name; what can St Francis of Assisi teach us
about Peace? Each day we worship together as a Christian
community, journeying together and growing together in
Christ-centred friendships. We stop to pray in the churches we

pass, many of which are of architectural and historical interest, and all
of which bring us into contact with the communities we are passing
through.

: Our luggage is carried by van. Pilgrims
make their own way to the start in Liverpool and
home from Carlisle.

: All you have to be is over 16 (or
accompanied by an adult) and be fit enough to walk
an average of about 16 miles per day at a moderate pace — and a sense of humour is
useful.

: The cost is only £180 for the whole way (£140 for
under 21’s), 7+ nights at £16 per night, 1 to 6 nights at
£17 per night. (An extra charge of £13 is payable for the
night at Keswick for those paying per night). Breakfast,
sandwiches for lunch and an evening meal are all included
in the cost of the pilgrimage, which is organised by past
pilgrims on a voluntary basis.

? Visit our web site and see the fun, friendship and fulfilment we’ve
enjoyed over the years.

Closing Date for Applications: 30thJune 2014, or when all
places taken(accommodation may be limited—don’t leave it too
late! Send £25 deposit with a completed booking form to secure a
place).N.B. All accommodation must be booked and paid for in
advance.

Sat 9th -
Sun 24th

August
2014

Come
and
join
us !

For more information or an
application form contact :
The Booking Secretary,

Clare Gamble, 30 Blackberry Lane,
Four Marks, Alton, GU34 5DF

01420 562234
or visit

www.thepilgrims.org.uk

Only £180
For 2 weeks

Liverpool

Chapel Stile

Kendal

Sat 16th

Preston

Mon 11th

Tue 12th

Wed 13th

Sun 10th

Wed 20th

Thu 21st

Keswick

Caldbeck

Sun 17th

Fri 15th

Arnside

Churchtown

Fri 22nd

Carlisle

Southport

Serving Seafarers from
across the world

For nearly 100 years our Catholic
community has served millions of
seafarers from across the world.
Seafarers spend many months
away from home and family,
often exploited and in lonely and
harsh conditions. Your support will
enable AoS to continue as a
mission of hope, meeting their
spiritual, practical and pastoral
needs.

Please give generously, a donation from you will make all
the difference

www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk

Title:__________ First Name:______________________________

Surname:______________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

_________________________ Postcode: _______________

Telephone:____________________________________________

Email:__________________________________________________

I wish to support AoS with a donation of: £_________ 
Please complete this form and return it to: AoS,
Freepost LON21409, London EC1B 1NB (Please make
cheques payable to AoS)

Registered charity in England and Wales number 1069833. Registered charity in Scotland number SC043085.

(Please only give us your email if you are happy to be contacted in this way)



HEARING AND PREACHING THE WORD: 
THE POWER OF THE HOMILY AS DIALOGUE

HEYTHROP COLLEGE University of London
Kensington Square, London W8 5HN   Tel: 020 7795 6600   E-mail: enquiries@heythrop.ac.uk

www.heythrop.ac.uk    @HeythropCollege    /HeythropCollege

A study evening at Heythrop College
Tuesday May 6  – 5:00pm – 9:00pm

PREACHING IN THE LITURGY: EXPERIENCE AND GUIDELINES
Rev Dr Con Foley, Saint John’s Seminary, Wonersh

What are the features of a good homily? A look at feedback from the pews and 
an examination of key guidelines for preaching from official Church documents.

PREACHING IN THE COURT OF THE GENTILES: PREACHING AT BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS, FUNERALS
Rev Dr Duncan Macpherson, Saint Mary’s University, Twickenham

These services are frequently attended by people of all faiths and none. To this extent they constitute a 
‘Court of the Gentiles’, requiring different preaching strategies from those appropriate for the Sunday Mass.

PRAYING & PREACHING THE WORD: PREPARING THE HOMILY
Rev Dr Dominic Robinson, SJ. Heythrop College

The stages of preparation and feedback. Praying with the scriptures, formulating 
a message, opportunities for preparation and feedback through parish groups.

This study evening is open to all, whether you listen to preaching or preach yourself.

A Certificate of Attendance will be issued at the end of the session. The study evening forms part of 
our Pastoral Ministry Open Learning Sessions, a series of stand-alone units from our MA Pastoral 

Ministry aimed at those engaged in clergy and parish roles. The fee for each session is £50.

To register your place please contact the Conference Office 
on 020 7795 4163 or at campus-services@heythrop.ac.uk

www.heythrop.ac.uk/open-learning

Memories of St Maur’s Convent School, Weybridge
adozEn PriEsts from around the diocese, led by parish

priest Fr Con Foley, concelebrated mass at Christ the
Prince of Peace, weybridge, in remembrance and thanksgiving
for the work of the sisters of the infant Jesus. the sisters first
came to weybridge in 1898 and founded st maur’s Convent
school. during the mass there were presentations by Fr Jude
mcHugo CJ from the Josephite community at nearby st
George’s College and sr Kitty Ellard, Provincial leader of the
infant Jesus community in England/ireland. together, with
great wit and personal knowledge, they outlined the history of
the sisters’ time in weybridge from 1898 to 2012, and the
enormous contribution they made to education and parish life.
at the end of mass, Canon tom treherne (until recently parish
priest at weybridge) blessed a memorial plaque (pictured),
beautifully carved by a parishioner, Barry Hansford.
in a social gathering afterwards, priests, sisters, past pupils &

staff, and parishioners from all over arundel & Brighton ex-
changed happy memories and gave thanks for the wonderful
years of devoted service by the sisters. Fittingly, the event took
place on 7 march, the anniversary of the beatification of
Blessed nicolas Barré, founder of the infant Jesus Congrega-
tion.
the plaque reads: the parishioners of Christ the Prince of
Peace and former staff and pupils of St Maur’s Convent School
offer their heartfelt thanks to the Sisters of the Infant Jesus for
their dedicated service to the parish and the school from 1898
– 2012.   ‘God guides you along the way that leads to Him’
Blessed Nicolas Barré

Story:  Peter Clapham Picture:  Fiona Simonds-Gooding 
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The Rite of Election ceremony took place at Arundel Cathedral on Saturday 8 March. 
our picture shows Bishop Kieran with 60 Catechumans preparing for Baptism. there were also 85 candidates preparing for Confirmation.

Story and picture: Canon Tim Madeley

Rite of Election at Arundel Cathedral

Retirement of Ray Mooney
sinCE our last Edition, ray mooney, the Youth adviser has announced his retirement.

ray has been in this role for 17 years. during his time he has overseen the creation and develop-
ment of the redshirts project which has become an important part of the diocesan lourdes pilgrim-
age. ray has worked closely with schools and parishes has developed, among other things, the
annual YouthGather event. He has also taken groups of young people to world Youth days and
worked with others in a variety of ways.
the growing links between the redshirts and the pilgrimage has made this a good moment in

which to transfer responsibility for redshirts to the lourdes Pilgrimage office. ray will be retaining
his involvement with the redshirts through his work at the lourdes office. 
ray’s departure creates a space on the pastoral team in the vital area of youth ministry. Bishop

Kieran met with a number of people from across the diocese engaged in youth ministry recently to
discuss the development of this area in the future. 
in the meantime, we would all want to thank ray for his many years of service to the diocese and

to wish him well in the next phase of the development of the redshirts. 
the post of Youth adviser will be advertised in the near future. 
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PortsmoutH sHiP visitors Elfi ip and Geoff Breeze, Provin-
cial Grand Knight - Knights of st Columba and parishioner of

Chichester, were visiting one of their regular ships, agulhas stream, and
noticed that the crew’s drum and percussion equipment in the ship’s
mess were in need of some tender loving care.

the cymbals were rather battered and dented, while the drum skins
were torn and patched. the crew loved to play the instruments but were
unable to obtain the best from them due to their poor condition. Elfi and
Geoff set about restoring them for the crew.

Elfi visited her local musical instrument shop and managed to obtain a
set of good quality cymbals and drum skins at a bargain price.

the crew were both amazed and ecstatic when Elfi and Geoff turned
up at the ship’s next
visit to Portsmouth
and immediately re-
placed the equipment.
needless to say they
soon set about
demonstrating their
musical skills! the
ship’s master, Cap-
tain ramos, also
joined in the enter-
tainment. a demon-
stration of the true
hand of friendship.

Apostleship of the Sea
www.apostle-
shipofthesea.org.uk

The Apostleship of the Sea is 
keeping music alive
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may also be a mirror of our own experience of Easter, that it is all
something of an anti-climax. we have five weeks of lent to pre-
pare, and then suddenly it’s all over and we feel just the same as
before.

spencer didn’t paint heroic acts of courage when he painted war.
nor did he try to portray its full horrors. instead he painted men
who had suffered, and others who were looking after them. i must
say i found the exhibition an incredibly uplifting experience, and
one that gave me a great deal to reflect on. it speaks quietly of the
resurrection as an experience of today, even the day when very lit-
tle seems to be happening, or – worse – when things seem to be
going from bad to worse. the triumph of Christ over suffering and
death is perhaps even more relevant and important in the latter
case. But it’s real every day and in small and great ways. it’s there
in today’s first reading from the acts of the apostles, too: ‘they
shared their food gladly and generously.’ a small gesture, but one
that points to an overpowering reality.

so i wish you a quiet and peaceful Eastertide, a time when you
can find the risen lord in the small things of life, in the tiny ges-
ture of kindness and in the minor disappointments that crowd our
lives. when God appeared to the prophet Elijah, it was not in the
mighty wind, the earthquake or the fire; it was in the gentle breeze.
Find God in the small things, in making tea or beds.

i hope that you can get to see spencer’s paintings. as i say, the
exhibition finishes on 15 June, and it’s half-price on tuesdays. i
may even see you there myself.

with my prayers and good wishes.

dear Brothers and sisters of arundel & Brighton,

iF You livE anYwHErE nEar CHiCHEstEr, (or even if
you don’t), i would recommend that you visit the Pallant Picture

Gallery there before 15 June. that’s the final date of an exhibition
of paintings done by stanley spencer. the paintings have been
temporarily removed from the chapel they were originally painted
for while the chapel is being refurbished.

the paintings all represent scenes from spencer’s experiences
during the First world war. spencer was not fit enough to fight in
the trenches and so enrolled in the royal army medical Corps; the
pictures reflect his experiences in a hospital near Bristol and also
on the front in macedonia. He saw fighting first-hand and its re-
sults in the hospital, but his pictures are remarkably peaceful and
radiate hope. many of them are explicitly religious, and depict
quite mundane and ordinary activities; titles include ‘scrubbing
floors’, ‘Filling tea-urns’ and ‘Bedmaking’. in the last of these, one
of the hospital orderlies is stretching a sheet out, and the obvious
reference is to the outstretched arms of Christ on the cross.

in these paintings, spencer expresses hope in the midst of war
and that hope is in the resurrection, even where death is violent and
cruel, and the result of humanity’s own foolishness and aggression.
that same hope in the resurrection is explicit in another of his
paintings in tate Britain in london. it is called ‘the resurrection
at Cookham’. Cookham was his home village, and the painting
shows his friends and neighbours waking from their sleep of death
in the graveyard by the church, under the eyes of God and the
saints, and recognising not just one another, but their new situation.
they then make their way down to the river thames and board a
pleasure boat to sail off to a place of eternal peace.

But the paintings in Chichester suggest something more than just
hope. they suggest that redemption, the experience of resurrection
– new life – is to be found in ordinary and mundane things. things
like making the bed and washing the floor. it is in ordinary, daily
experiences like this we recognise the new life that Christ has
given us. the orderlies in the paintings are serving soldiers who
have suffered both physically and mentally, and it is a wonderfully
Christ-like gesture to ensure that the urns are ready for tea or that
bread is buttered.

in today’s gospel, we have the well-known – too well-known –
story of poor ‘doubting thomas’ and how he missed Jesus’ first ap-
pearance to the other disciples. on that occasion, John’s gospel
tells how the disciples were ‘filled with joy’ when Jesus appeared
in their midst. thomas does not have that same experience; instead
he has the rather embarrassing experience of having to prove it for
himself in a very physical and even unpleasant way, as Jesus in-
vites him to put his hand into the wound in his side. so again the
resurrection experience comes down to something very basic and
ordinary. it is not a blinding flash of recognition that the disciples
on the road to Emmaus had when Jesus broke the bread at table. it
is looking at holes in a man’s hands.

it is a sad and challenging fact that a number of those who have
been received into full communion with the Catholic Church last
week may not be with us next year. often it’s just because the ex-
perience of Church is something of an anti-climax; it promised to
be exciting, but it’s not. sometimes it’s because they haven’t felt
particularly welcomed, and this is the challenge to all of us. But it 

PASTORAL LETTER of BISHOP KIERAN CONRY
To be read at all Masses on the weekend of 26/27 April 2014

JUST A THOUGHT
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ALLELUIA IS OUR SONG

on a PilGrimaGE to turkey from my
parish we discovered a wonderful wall

painting in a small church. it shows Christ
standing over the broken gates of the under-
world. He is full of life and dynamism. His
strong hands are pulling adam and Eve out of
the prison of their graves. there is a sense of
power and light as he dispels darkness and
death.

on the feet of Jesus are still the marks of
the nails. in a way he stands before us as a
'marked man'. He stands before us strong and
risen and yet with the marks of suffering on
his hands, his feet and his side. However,
these marks are no longer negative marks of
suffering, anxiety or death. they are marks of
glory, because by his resurrection they have
been healed and transformed. they are the
marks of the triumph of God's power over
death and suffering.

Easter is about newness. the risen Jesus an-
nounces a new spring of hope and indestructi-
ble life. the Easter liturgy proclaims 'By his
wounds we are healed'. For this reason we are
joyful. that is why we can make the words of
Blessed Pope John Paul ii (soon to be canon-
ised) real in our lives because by our calling
and baptism 'we are an Easter People and al-
leluia is our song'.

a blessed and very happy Easter to every-
one..

Fr Graham Bamford

tHis montH BrinGs toGEtHEr sev-
eral different elements in the life of the

Church. 
most obvious, of course is Easter. By the

time you read this we will have had the great
ceremonies of the triduum. How marvellous
that we can really walk with the lord in his
sadness, his pain and his glory. Easter contin-
ues most especially in the liturgy of the next
few weeks - the flowers, the brightness, the
whiteness of the vestments. But the joy
should be with us at all times; our hope no
matter what happens to us or to our world.

may is also the month of our lady. surely
she will not mind being subsumed into her
son’s suffering and victory. she walked with
him through it all and can walk with us too.

thirdly, 11 may is the day when we are es-
pecially asked to pray for vocations. we tend
to interpret this as to the priesthood and
maybe the religious life. we should also think
about the vocations to which we are all called
to, possibly more than one at different times
in our lives or more than one intertwined.
long faithful marriage and fulfilling the role
of grandparents are two examples featured in
this issue of a & B nEws. By living out
these vocations we will provide the security
which will foster the other vocations which
we so sorely need.

may our lady helps us to do this.
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FamilY, ParisHionErs and FriEnds gathered together on Friday 21 march to offer re-
quiem mass for our retired parish priest Fr Kevin Gaskin who died on ash wednesday after 13

years of priestly ministry to us in wadhurst. He was taken ill with cancer almost as soon as he re-
tired; 18 months ago. 
the ceremony was a prayerful and poignant tribute to his life and human-ness. an especially mov-

ing moment was the sound of his fellow priests singing the salve regina after the requiem as his
coffin left the church. the Papal flag, designed by the school children  (but not yet recognised by the
vatican!) flew at half mast on Fr Kevin's flagpole. as well as the symbols of his priesthood which
were placed on the coffin, a wheelbarrow and trowel reminded us of his love and pride in his garden,
the plastic duck a reminder of his up close and personal relationship with the ducks in his pond, but
most of all the toy steam train nestling in the flowers (pictured) on his coffin reminded us of his
great enthusiasm for the Bluebell line and steam trains.
sacred Heart Parish

were honoured that the
family allowed us to or-
ganise the reception after
the ceremony giving us a
chance to contribute and
allowing the family time
to talk together and rem-
inisce. organised by
toni Buckley the wad-
hurst ladies produced al-
most enough food to
feed the 5000!
Fr Kevin was always

hands-on, especially in
the sacred Heart primary
school where he was like
a favourite Godfather.
the children said the
bidding prayers at his
requiem and took up the
offertory including the
duck, wheelbarrow and
steam train. to them Fr
Kevin had done it again,
- 16 priests, two dea-
cons, one bishop and a
day off school! so many
of the letters they wrote
(some pictured) ex-
pressed the sentiments
‘dear God, please look
after Father Kevin in
heaven as he looked
after us here.’   amen.
riP.

Story and pictures: 
Peggy Purslow

tHE daY, prepared by deacon John truman, assisted by his wife tessa, was held in st
George’s hall on saturday 15 march for the ministers of Holy Communion and the ministers

of the word from st George’s in Polegate and st wilfrid’s in Hailsham. the day began at 10am
with mass in the church; the readings were taken from trinity sunday. Peter robinson played the
organ and all were in good voice as we joined together for the hymns.
after mass we adjourned to the hall for tea, coffee and biscuits before settling down to the busi-

ness of the day. a candle was lit during the reading of these words, I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but have light everlasting. the theme running
through the readings that followed showed how God our Father calls us all to share in the min-
istry of the Church according to our gifts.(1 Peter 2:9; Ezekiel 2: 1-7; Ezekiel 3: 8-9). we also
read passages in the Bible assuring us of God’s promise that the Holy spirit would be with us in
our ministry, even giving us the words we needed to proclaim the Gospel. several of us had
brought Bibles of different translations and it was interesting to hear how, though recounting the
same scripture, the manner in which other words were used to project the same message.
we then adjourned for a picnic lunch together with tea and coffee provided by st George’s com-

munity, for which we were most grateful.
in the afternoon session firstly, we each read through two documents written by Pope Francis:

Christ Himself Comforts Us in Anointing of the Sick; and Pope Francis’ Ash Wednesday Message.
individually we reflected on the words of our Holy Father in both papers; the sacrament of the

sick should be used not only for those who are dying but also for the sick and brings them great
comfort when the priest takes the place of Christ, using his hands to anoint those who are sick.  
Pope Francis reminds us that lent is a time for prayer, fasting and abstinence. intense prayer

should lead us to think of the sufferings of others throughout the world; fasting should not be just
an exercise but a means of sharing with others. through abstinence we learn to be free of what
we do not need and of our sharing our possessions with those who are in need.
For a shared exercise we made two groups, st George’s and st wilfrid’s. Each team had two

similar notice boards, one each for Herbs from the Bible and the second for Wise Sayings from
Pope Francis. Each group subdivided and so with two teams each we were tasked with: search-
ing for 25 pictures of herbs (several copies of each) laid out on a table and also coloured card,
glue and scissors and to prepare a display for our own church; and a similar exercise using quota-
tions from Pope Francis and adding our own comments below.
what a wise and down to earth man Pope Francis is, truly aware of the plight of millions around

the earth and of our need for humility and love in action for all.
the afternoon concluded with the stations of the Cross in the church using an edition where

mary was describing the scene and her feelings at each station but always finishing with the
words ‘but i knew it had to be’.
we are most grateful to deacon John and tessa for preparing such a beneficial day; to st

George’s community for their hospitality and to Peter robinson for being our organist.
Story Ann Fielder

Requiem Mass for Fr Kevin Gaskin in WadhurstA Day of Recollection for Ministers

in rEsPonsE to a number of schools want-
ing to become part of the rainbows initiative,

which was launched in the diocese approxi-
mately 15 years ago, the diocesan schools
service arranged a day of training on thurs-
day 3 april. over 40 school staff representing
their schools took part in the day which was a
great effort at the end of a busy term.
rainbows is a Bereavement support Pro-

gramme which assists young people to come to
terms with a loss they have experienced, be it
through death, divorce, absence or relocation.
the aim is to help young people in expressing
and understanding their feelings, to feel accept-
ance for what has happened and to feel a sense

of belonging and love. through this process it enables them to begin to heal and look forward to
a brighter future. this is accomplished through peer support groups with fully trained adult facili-
tators to guide them as they begin to share their experiences.
many schools in the diocese already successfully use the rainbows programmes and the

schools service is keen that eventually all the schools in the diocese become rainbows sites to
give all the children in our schools the opportunity to benefit from this experience if the need
arises.
Pictured are teresa Bullen on the left with Bernadette Connor, the diocesan Primary rE ad-

viser.
if you are interested in finding out more information about the rainbows organisation there is a

link from the diocesan website www.dabnet.org.
Story: Teresa Bullen   Picture: David White

Rainbows Day
Healing the Hurt - Restoring the Hope

Reunion at Uckfield
EiGHtEEn womEn gathered (pictured) in uckfield for the reunion of a group formed more

than 30 years ago that hasn’t met for about ten years. memories were revived of the original
Young wives of st Philip’s group which later became the wosPs, women of st Philip’s.
the reunion was organised by liz Campbell, margaret wilson and ann Guthridge, and took

place at st Philip’s Catholic church in new town. Each person contributed food for a buffet. liz
Campbell said it was
more difficult for
women to commit to at-
tending regular meet-
ings as they had years
ago when the Young
wives and then
wosPs group was run-
ning. the difference
was that many held
full-time jobs now. But
she was delighted so
many turned out for the
reunion and she hoped
there would be another
get-together in the fu-
ture.

Story and picture: 
Angela Wilding



The Diocese of Arundel and Brighton
Pastoral Team

Serving the communities of our Diocese

Developing a parish 
Marriage Preparation Course

A One Day Event for Catechists at DABCEC
4 Southgate Drive, Crawley, RH10 6RP

on Saturday 21 June, 2014,   10am to 4pm
To book go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/N8xkhc6

Calling all Grandparents 2014
Saturday 10 May, 2014  10am to 4pm

Elizabeth O’Shea will lead us in developing skills for
positive Grandparenting

To book contact Katherine Bergin 01293 651152 or 
email katherine.bergin@dabnet .org

ISRAEL - PALESTINE
Any hope for Justice and Peace?
Justice and Peace Assembly 2014

Saturday 17 May
DABCEC 4 Southgate Drive Crawley, RH10 6RP

Speakers to include;
Canon Anthony Ball, Anglican Rector of Worth Church

Mary Lucas, CAFOD Manager for Middle East and Sri Lanka
To book: Contact Ruth Gerun

ruthgerun@dabnet.org  or phone 01293 651164

A Quick Journey through the Bible has run in several parishes across the Diocese
in varying formats and so far over 300 people have attended.
With teaching input by DVD from Jeff Cavins, renowned Bible teacher, partici-
pants have found it highly educational, inspirational and enjoyable. Without ex-
ception, all those who have attended would recommend it to others.
Through a Bible Timeline learning system, this study is designed to give the stu-
dent a brief overview of salvation history, from Genesis through to the resurrec-
tion of Christ and the establishment of the Catholic Church. Students will learn
about the spiritual benefits of Bible study and how to enter deeper into ‘His-
story’ as they begin their study of the scriptures.
Due to popular demand, further dates continue to be added; however it is likely
that there are still a large number of people who may be interested in attending
this course. If parish priests or parishioners would like to organise the course in
their own parish or area, David Wills would be happy to provide support

This summer courses have already been arranged as follows:

Saturday 17 May St Thomas More, Seaford 
To book please email carmelkeller@sky.com
or leave a message on 01273 890370

Saturday 14 June Crawley 
Contact:lorraine.burrows@dabnet.org or phone 01293 651163

Parishes running the course over several weekday evenings are as follows:
Also in Redhill, Camberley, Eastbourne and East Grinstead

Fuller details from lorraine.burrows@dabnet.org or phone 01293 651163

Bill Huebsch is coming to Arundel and Brighton

Who is Bill Huesbsch?
Bill currently directs the online Pastoral Center
at Twenty-third Publications, a Catholic publish-
ing company in the United States.
We will welcome him to our diocese in June as
part of a tour of this country.

He will present
How do we Share the Joy of the Gospel 

in our Sacramental Prep?
Sacramental formation should last a lifetime! Our goal is not only to
prepare the children for their first Communion or experience of
Confession but to form them for a lifetime of Eucharist and Recon-
ciliation! For this to become a reality for us in the Diocese of Arun-
del & Brighton, we know we must coach the parents to play a larger
role. Without the parents, we cannot succeed. In this conference,
we will explore how the leadership of Pope Francis in Joy of the
Gospel sets the stage for this by teaching us about ‘everyday holi-
ness’ and on-going conversion -- lived at home and shared as a
household.  

The sessions will take place on the evening of Monday 23 June and
in the day time on Tuesday 24 June in Crawley.
Full details will be published in the next A & B NEWS and on the
diocesan website. 

For further information please contact
David Wills, Diocesan Adult Formation Adviser

on 01293 651157 or email david.wills@dabnet.org
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Headteacher’s Induction Mass at St Wilfrid’s
st wilFrid's sCHool in Crawley saw their Headteacher, mr michael Ferry, inducted into the

school in a special mass led by Bishop Kieran on Friday 28 march (pictured).

this was a liturgical celebration as a way of affirming the role of michael as our Headteacher and
the important link between family, school and parish which also reinforces the Church’s mission to-
wards education in the presence of our students.  
the mass was attended by members of the deanery clergy, governors, staff, parents, deanery head-

teachers, fellow west sussex headteachers, our local mP Henry smith as well as other friends of st
wilfrid's. all of st wilfrid's staff and students were able to see the mass as it was televised live via
our interactive whiteboards.  

At the end of the Mass Michael addressed the school: ‘i can’t help feeling, so please indulge me for
a moment; that it’s not bad for a lad who was told he wasn’t clever enough to go to university!

‘a big thank you to Bishop Kieran and the clergy for giving up their time today and all of the or-
ganisers, debbie Betts and Jack regan for all the work they have done in putting the mass together,
it is really much appreciated. to our invited guests, governors, fellow heads, colleagues from other
schools, ex colleagues and lots of people who have helped me on my way to where i am now and for
that i am eternally grateful. i would like to thank the governors and crucially the parents; the fact
that you have given up your afternoon to come here and represent the parent body is fantastic. when
we have such strong links between school and home working in harmony then the children in our
care achieve way beyond what they could ever possibly dream. that is due to the parental commit-
ment that our parents have by sending their children to a school of faith, st wilfrid’s, and i thank you
very much for that.
‘thank you to the wonderful staff of st wilfrid’s, who are the greatest resource that the school has
and who are always prepared to go that extra mile. i have been here for seven years and always
knew that the staff work hard but in the last nine weeks since becoming Headteacher i have really
seen the brilliant energy and commitment the staff have for the students that come here.

‘now i come to thank the last group of people who are the most important people at st wilfrid’s,
the students. this is your school, it is not mine and it never will be. i was lucky enough to go to st
leonard’s in durham 300 miles away and that is my school. i have been privileged and honoured to
work here and even more so now that i am Headteacher but this will never be my school. it is part of
the joy of being a Headteacher, the knowledge that one day i will pass this on to somebody else and
my job is to make sure that your school is the best it can possibly be and that you have the opportu-
nity to be the best that you can possibly be.’    

Story and picture: Sarah Gildea

Fundraising for CAFOD's Syria campaign and the Redshirts
st ErConwald's in walton-on-thames held its parish concert on 29 march which has now

become an annual event. our parish has a wealth of talent and we were treated to beautiful gui-
tar, flute and piano playing, singing, irish dancing, ukuleles, and, not least, the Cardinal newman
school choir. music ranged from classical songs to jazz, folk and some good old rock, and ages
ranged from very young, to teenagers, to not so very young! our memorable comperes were naomi
Bealin-Kelly and Hannah reals, who entertained us and kept the evening running smoothly. during

the interval we enjoyed home-
made cakes and biscuits and in
total close to £1,000 was raised
through donations, refresh-
ments and the raffle! this
money is being split between
CaFod's campaign for syria,
and to help send three of our
young parishioners to lourdes
as redshirts for the diocesan
pilgrimage. Just as importantly,
this event has become an im-
portant part of our parish's cal-
endar, and is a great
opportunity for parishioners of
all ages to meet and get to
know each other.

Story and picture: Lucy
Jardine

Primary Schools Dance Festival
tHis YEar saw 18 schools and over 300 pupils taking part in the most exciting event to date

at st Philip Howard Catholic High school in Barnham. this is the seventeenth year that the
festival has taken place and organiser ann Careless –assistant Headteacher and dance Co-ordi-
nator was delighted by the response. Pupils aged from 6 to 11 years are involved and the standard
of performance and choreography was most certainly very high indeed. ideas for dance choreo-
graphies were inspired by Hans Christian anderson stories, the wall street crash, the victorians,
dr who, Jungle Book and up, to name but a few.
the whole day was thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. this is a wonderful experience for primary

students to perform in front of a large audience and many of the schools and pupils were new to
the festival.
a real sense of achievement was felt by everyone and the audience was spellbound by the cre-

ativity and some of the complex movements involved in each piece performed. so much work
goes into the planning and preparation of each dance and all of the performers have their efforts
rewarded by receiving a certificate of achievement at the end of the festival. many staff are also
influenced in their own future planning for teaching dance, which has enabled us to raise the
whole profile of dance in schools within the area.
the festival also included a dance performed by the st Philip Howard Catholic High school

Year 10 GCsE dance students – who also worked tirelessly all morning to assist with the smooth
running of the programme.
schools involved were:  aldingbourne Primary, st Philip’s Catholic Primary, st mary’s Catholic

Primary, st richard’s Catholic Primary, st mary’s CofE Primary, Eastergate Primary, Bishop
tufnell Primary, Central CofE Primary, Edward Bryant Primary, slindon CofE Primary, Jessie
Younghusband Primary, arundel CofE Primary, walberton and Binsted CofE Primary, st an-
thony’s school, nyewood CofE Junior, st Catheriene’s Catholic Primary, north mundham Pri-
mary  and Barnham Primary schools.
Pictured are walberton and Binsted performing ‘Colour moves’. this is a celebration of the fu-

turist movement in art, principally referencing ‘the Cyclist’ by natalia Goncharova and the fash-
ion and costume design of sonia delaunay.

Story and picture: Alison Baker

HorsHam GrandParEnts' GrouP organised a gathering for Prayer and reflection on the
morning of 11 march, led by Fr terence Bateman. over 20 parishioners, almost all grandpar-

ents, attended.
Following morning mass where the prayers of sts Joachim and anne were requested the group as-

sembled together for coffee and then Fr terence gave an uplifting and inspiring talk based on the
'Presentation of our lord in the temple'. this was followed by group discussion and a period of silent
reflection and prayer on 'spirituality and the second Half of life' where 'the task is to become the
quiet, blessing grandparent who no longer needs to be the centre of attention but is happy simply
watching the young grow and enjoy themselves'. 
the gathering concluded with a fish and chip lunch.

Story: Michael Evans and David White

‘Be a quiet, blessing grandparent’
St.Cuthman’s

A&B Retreat and Meeting Centre
16 delightful en-suite bedrooms for residential stays 

for up to 24 guests.

F Quiet Days  F Group Meeting Facilities 

F Pretty chapel  F Mass most days

Contact us for full details, tel: 01403 741220 

or email us on stcuthmans@dabnet.org

www.stcuthmans.com
Cowfold Road, Coolham, Horsham,W. Sussex RH13 8QL

Beautiful, lakeside, historic country house
set in 20 acres of grounds.



St Martha’sSt Martha’s
ConventConvent

House of Welcome and Peace in the charm-
ing historic village of Rottingdean by the

Sea for holidays, quiet breaks, 
private retreats.

En-suite rooms, home cooking,
private chapel, 5 minutes from church.

Minimum stay 2 nights.
S.A.E. for brochure to 

St Martha’s Convent, Rottingdean,                     
East Sussex BN2 7HA 
Tel: 01273 302354

Already

We Hold 
You InPrayer.

Living in the heart of London, the Tyburn Benedictine Commu-
nity has as its special mission, prayer for the people of England
and Wales.  Our monastery is built on the site of the Tyburn
gallows where 105 Catholics were martyred during the reforma-
tion.  Our life of prayer draws Sisters from many nations.
If you have a special intention, let us know and we will remem-
ber it specifically in our prayer.  You may like to use the space
below.  
[ ]Yes, please remember my intention/s in prayer.
…………......………....……...................................................
………………..…….………....................................................
………………..….………......................................................
[ ]  Yes, please send me the free booklet on the Tyburn Martyrs
[ ]  Yes I’m interested – please send me vocations  details.
[ ] I’d like to help your Mission Foundations in other countries.
My gift of £        is enclosed payable to Tyburn Mission.

Name:…….…………............................. ….......................…….
Address:…..………................................................................…
…………….......……...........................……………………..…
................................................................................…Please print
RETURN TO: RETURN TO:  Mother General, Tyburn Convent,
8 Hyde Park Place, London, W2 2LJ.  Phone:  020 7723 7262.

Every human being is the object of God’s 
in�nite tenderness, and he himself is present  
in their lives…

Jesuit.org.uk

Roman Catholic priests and brothers since 1540

Pope Francis

        

esuit.org.ukJ
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NOTICE BOARD

BISHOP’S DIARY
aPril / maY

MASS FOR THE DEAF
on the first saturday of every month at 3pm unless 

otherwise stated at st John the Evangelist,
springfield road,Horsham, rH12 2PJ

MASS FOR JUBILARIANS
Wednesday 14 May 12 noon at Arundel Cathedral

ARUNDEL CATHEDRAL - FESTIVAL OF CORPUS
CHRISTI  and the world famous

CARPET OF FLOWERS 
wed 18 June, 9.30am to 8pm. thurs 19 June, 9.30am to
5.30pm - Free entry - refreshments in Cathedral Centre
thurs 19 June, 5.30pm solemn mass and Procession to

Castle

SPRING TALKS AT WORTH ABBEY
The Art of Lectio Divina 

How to read the new testament prayerfully - 
Fr Paul Fleetwood osB - monday 7 may, 7.30pm

Women in the New Testament – Redeeming visions:
women of the new testament in Christian art - Professor

tina Beattie - monday 9 June, 7.30pm

PENTECOST
Pentecost vigil - saturday 7 June at 8 pm - followed by a

Pentecost bonfire and refreshments in the Piazza
Further information on all these events from worth abbey

(01342) 710318 www.worthabbey.net

mon 28                      de la salle Brothers, liss
tue 29     9.30am        secondary Heads/Chairs/Chaplaincy meeting, daBCEC
wed 30                      day for religious, worth abbey

thu 1      12 noon      Episcopal ordination of archbishop Elect, 
metropolitan Cathedral of Christ the King, liverpool

Fri 2                          visits st Joseph’s school, Cranleigh
5pm            East sussex Credit union, Polegate
8pm            worth school Confirmations, worth abbey

sat 3       11am           Epsom deanery Confirmations, Epsom
2.30am       Epsom deanery Confirmations, Epsom

sun 4       3pm           mayfield deanery Confirmations, uckfield
Mon 5 – Thu 8 Bishops’ spring Conference, leeds
Fri 9        11am          Catholic Grandparents association mass, 

westminster Hall
7.30pm       weybridge deanery Confirmations, st George’s College

sat 10      11am          weybridge deanery Confirmations, st George’s College 
3pm            weybridge deanery Confirmations, st George’s College

sun 11     10am          our lady of the rosary, sidley, Bexhill on sea
3pm            Cathedral deanery Confirmations, arundel Cathedral

tue 13     11am          mass for Jubilarians at st Joseph’s Convent, 
littlehampton

pm             visits House of Prayer, East molesey
wed 14    12 noon     Jubilarians’ mass, arundel Cathedral
thu 15     11am          mass at notre dame school, Cobham
Fri 16       9.30am      visits st John the Baptist Catholic Comprehensive
school, woking

7.30pm       Eastbourne deanery Confirmations, our lady of ran-
som, Eastbourne
sat 17      11am          redhill deanery Confirmations, redhill

2pm            redhill deanery Confirmations, redhill
sun 18     3pm           worthing deanery Confirmations, arundel Cathedral
Mon 19 – Tue 20 Clergy overnight at st Cuthman’s, Coolham
wed 21    9.30am       mass at Chatsmore school

pm              40th  Jubilee of st Bernadette’s Primary school, Brighton
7.30pm       Knights of st Columba annual mass, st dunstan’s, 

woking
Thu 22 –Fri 30 visits the Chulucanus diocese, Peru

CaFod a&B   telephone: 01483 898866 email arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

GIVING YOU SOMETHING IN RETURN

wE arE rEmindEd every day of the generosity of the Catholic Community
especially in times of emergency and at our Fast days. we know that com-

passion for those in poverty is one way of living out our faith and part of
CaFod’s role is to raise awareness of the needs of the world and how our faith
calls us to action. to this end we have a variety of resources which we can offer to
communities and individuals to help them reflect, learn and pray about our call to
compassion.

we have many Children’s liturgy, Confirmation and youth group resources as
well as a whole host of sessions, activities and ideas for school groups. we also
have a network of volunteers willing to visit, support and inspire parish and school
communities.

we have prayer cards, reflection books, weekly emails and packs to help people
reflect on their faith, learn about Catholic social teaching and pray for our world.
these include stations of the Cross, Call of Creation, livesimply and Emmaus
meals.

these are just a small example of what is available and they act as one small
way in which we can support the Church who supports countless people through-
out the world. more information can be found on the CaFod website
www.cafod.org.uk or from the diocesan office in wonersh. 01483 898 866 
arundelandbrighton@cafod.org.uk

onE sundaY afternoon tom
came across Evelyn weeping in

church. Concerned he went to see her.
she wouldn’t tell him why she was cry-
ing but agreed to him contacting the
svP. two svP members went to see
her and asked what they could do to
help. Evelyn replied:  ‘i have a place to stay, food to eat
and clothes to wear. what else do i need?’

it turned out that Evelyn needed more. she needed to
talk about what had happened to her. it was hard listening
to her. Evelyn had had the same sort of Catholic upbring-
ing as my own daughters, but her country erupted into ter-
rible violence. she witnessed her mother being shot. with
a promise of a decent job she was lured to England and
was held against her will in a house near london. Eventu-
ally the police rescued her and took her to a safe house.
she was due to attend a clinic for test results for diseases
she might have contracted during her captivity. she said
that she would like one of us to go with her and then said:
i wish i had a copy of the novena Prayer to st Jude.

at the clinic, i gave Evelyn an envelope containing a
copy of the prayer and a card from all the svP members.
she clutched the unopened envelope to her as though it
contained a great treasure. Her social worker insisted at
opening the envelope as part of her job. tears rolled down
Evelyn’s face as she handed the envelope to her. the so-
cial worker checked it, then returned it gently to Evelyn
with an apology. she was kind, just doing her job. Evelyn
regarded me as the friend she insisted that accompanied
her to get the test results.

Evelyn has now moved on but she benefited from the
friendship when she really needed it. the mission of the
svP is ‘seek and find’, tom found Evelyn for us and we
are very grateful to him. we do need the help of more
toms who are concerned and contact the svP.

SVP member

SVP Friends in need

our CHurCH is oPEn for viewing our ever-popular ceiling from 1 april this
year which also marks the 450th anniversary of the completion of the original in

the sistine Chapel by michelangelo. Gary Bevans, who completed the copy about
twenty years ago, has been serving our parish as deacon for the last four years. we are
open for viewing tuesdays to Fridays from 10am to 4pm. those who have not already
visited us have missed a world famous work of art – the only painted copy of
michelangelo’s masterpiece in the world!  if you would like to bring a group and have
an explanatory talk, please ring 01903 506890 (Church repository) or

01903 242624 (Parish office).               no booking needed for individuals!

Story and picture: Eileen Godfrey

Michelangelo at Goring-by-Sea

JunE and PHiliP Porritt, long-standing and active
members of the parish community at st George’s in

Hove, recently celebrated their diamond wedding anniver-
sary. Here they are seen in the church after they had been
presented with flowers and a card signed by their many
friends amongst the congregation. 

Helen Granger-Bevan

Sixty years together



0800 3893801

a relationship 
counselling service

We are a professional, confidential
counselling  service for individuals

and couples.

Whoever you are, whatever your
circumstances, we’re here to listen,

and to help.

Registered charity no 218159

Crawley, Brighton, Redhill, Eastbourne and
Hastings areas

IF YOU
WOULD LIKE 
TO FILL THIS
SPACE CALL
SARAH ON
01440 730399
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NEW AUTHORS
MELROSE BOOKS

Book Publishers
We offer publishing packages
to suit all authors
Manuscripts invited in all genres

For full details of our services go to

www.melrosebooks.co.uk

Melrose Books
St Thomas’ Place, Ely,

Cambs CB7 4GG

Tel: 01353 646608

email: info@melrosebooks.co.uk

Please quote ref: AB
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Music 

for the 

Jubilee!

“Missa Orbis Factor” 

— the new Mass setting 

specially commissioned 

for the Diocesan Jubilee 

from  PAUL INWOOD 

is now available EXCLUSIVELY 

from : 

 

DABCEC Bookshop 

4 Southgate Drive, Crawley 

        RH10 6RP 

01293 651165 

bookshop@dabnet.org 

Contents: 

 

Gathering Song 

Gathering Chant 

Kyrie 

Penitential Act 

Gloria (two versions, 

    one with refrain) 

Alleluia 

Lenten Gospel Acclamation 

Sanctus 

All 3 Memorial Acclamations 

   (two versions of each) 

Doxology and Great Amen 

Lamb of God 

Choir-—Accompaniment 

full edition:  £8.00 

 

Guitar-—Vocal edition: 

£3.00 

 

To follow soon: 

Instruments edition 

D      

When I light an innocent candle,
And see it’s wick reducing slow,
And the powerful light around it,
In a gentle flowing glow.

I see the flame so gentle, 
No anger, nor violence just serene,
It’s presence emulates calmness,
Producing an atmosphere clean        

The stress that the day has brought me,
Is healed by the candles array,
And the gentle light it produces,
Prepares me for another day.

The glow of the candle so gentle,
Entices me to pray,
So when I have a problem,
To pray must be the way.

So I will pray before a candle,
It seems right in my mind,
To thank God for the good things,
And forgiveness for sins left behind

So if you need support and hope,
Use a candle in this way,
To pray to your God to help you,
Throughout the coming day.

Candle by Bert Kent

JUNE 2014 DIOCESAN FESTIVAL IN CRAWLEY

PREPARATIONS ARE NOW WELL UNDERWAY for the Diocesan Festival at St Wilfrid’sSchool in Crawley on 29 June this year. 

It promises to be a marvellous opportunity to share, learn, enjoy, worship and simply relax in
the company of fellow parishioners from every part of the diocese. It will also provide a
glimpse of some of the exciting events planned for next year’s Golden Jubilee celebrations – to
be held in the spectacular Amex Stadium, home of Brighton & Hove Albion football team.

At St Wilfrid’s School there will be separate activities for children, families and young adults.
These will include lively music, talks, interesting discussions, opportunities for confession and a
number of workshops on prayer and spirituality – as well as a bouncy castle! Refreshments and
food will be available but you are also welcome to bring a picnic. The day will focus on the
Word of God and will end with Mass.

We would like to invite someone from each parish to act as point of contact for both the June
2014 and the July 2015 Diocesan Festivals. If you are planning to attend the Diocesan Festival
in Crawley, feel enthusiastic about the events and are willing to share that enthusiasm and en-
courage attendance from your parish, first talk to your parish priest and then let us know of
your interest by contacting the Festival Office  - Email festival@dabnet.org or write to Ju-
bilee Festival, DABCEC, 4 Southgate Drive, Crawley, RH10 6RP.

Similarly, if you have a skill that would be useful for the July 2015 Festival – or just want to
volunteer on the day to welcome, help and guide people – come along to St Wilfrid’s School on
29 June and let us know then, or contact us using the details above.

For more information and updates on both Festivals, go to www.abdiocese/diofestival

Friars Minor ConventualFriars Minor Conventual
GreyfriarsGreyfriars

Hold back nothing of
yourselves for yourselves

that He who gives
Himself totally to you,
may receive you totally.

St Francis

We are a community of brothers, fallible
and weakened by sin, strengthened by
grace, inheritors of a long family

tradition of saints and sinners
Vocations Promoter

Fr James McInerney OFM Conv.
Formation House

Church Farm House
Holton Wheatley
Oxford OX33 IPR
Tel: 01865 874086

Email:
greyfriarvocations@gmail.com

www.thegreyfriars.org
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FROM THE PARISHES
ADUR VALLEY

durinG FairtradE fortnight two events
took place at st Peter’s; firstly Greg valerio,
jeweller and Fairtrade campaigner, spoke about
his campaign for Fairtrade Gold; then on sun-
day there was a Fairtrade breakfast after the
9am mass along with a sale of many Fairtrade
items.  it is ironic but for all good causes in
lent, food seems to be much in evidence this
month. at Christ the King in steyning lent
lunches are being held every wednesday. the
first  for the apostleship of the sea followed by
one hosted by the sisters from the towers for
their work in Brazil and this week the funds
will go to HCPt.

at st Peter’s one of our parishioners, Kate
davis, who works for save the Children, gave
a talk and visual presentation on the work of
save the Children in the Central african re-
public.

another day of adoration of Jesus in the
Blessed sacrament with prayer and fasting in
reparation for the sins of abortion was held at
st Peter’s at noon on the first Friday, although
attended by a few it is hoped that more will
join them the next time this is held in June.

Penny Richardson

ARUNDEL
our lEntEn pathway has been paved with

discussions and reflections in our parish
groups, cleaning up the cemetery, as well as
walking and praying the way of the Cross with
our anglican friends on Fridays, worshipping
in both churches.

mothering sunday with its lighter touch and
rose colours provided us with an opportunity to
enjoy the informal chatter and banter of parish
life. while the ladies left mass carrying their
flowers, they were delighted to find the men in
the Cathedral Centre ready and waiting to
serve everyone with coffee and croissants.
adding to the celebration the tables decorated
in white and yellow gave us just a hint of
Easter.

Hilary Caws

CRAWLEY
Christ the Lord (LEP)
Broadfield & Bewbush

our CrawlEY ParisH eight-week course
‘a quick journey through the Bible’ is nearing
its end and has been a great success with over
sixty people attending. Four people from our
congregation have joined in: mavis wharton,
Caroline Johnson, Ken Brown and viv
Chantler.  Caroline and Ken have enjoyed
being group leaders, each with 8 or 9 partici-
pants gathering to discuss the Jeff Cavins
dvd, which is the background to the beauti-
fully coloured workbooks, Bible timelines,
bookmarks and wristbands.

Ken Brown has been working hard compil-
ing our parish archive, and has now completed
volume 2 of the story of our Christ the lord
Catholic community. it is on display in the
foyer for us to peruse. many thanks, Ken, for
this fascinating insight into the history of our
parish.

Congratulations to parishioner Katie-George
dunlevy, who has been selected to represent
ireland at the world track Championships in
mexico. it is the first step towards her achiev-
ing her dream of winning a medal for her
country at the 2016 paralympics in Brazil, fol-

lowing on from her success at the london
2012 Paralympics.            

Barbara Winstanley

EAST GRINSTEAD and LINGFIELD
on tHursdaY 20 march, priests from
across the diocese joined us at our lady & st
Peter for the vigil requiem mass for Fr Kevin
Gaskin, our much-loved former parish priest.
the celebrant was vicar General mgr Benedict
o’shea. (See story page 3)

during lent, the devotion of the way of the
Cross has preceded weekday masses at our
lady & st Peter.

Friends of the Holy land held their aGm at
the parish centre on 2 march. on 19 march,
the Friends hosted a successful fund-raising
event at the Hare and Hounds, lingfield.

the parish spring lunch on 9 march, in st
Bernard’s Hall, lingfield, was well attended
and much enjoyed.

the Catholic women’s league hosted a cof-
fee morning after mass at the parish centre on
march. Cakes and greetings cards were on
offer as well as information about the work of
the league.

members of the parish attended the interde-
nominational world day of Prayer services at
st mary’s anglican Church on Friday 7 march.

Clive Carpenter

EASTBOURNE
Christ the King, The Holy Rood

and St Joachim
tHE FunEral mass for Fr david rhys
took place at Christ the King on 3 march.
Bishop Paul Hendricks, auxiliary Bishop of
southwark was the principal celebrant accom-
panied by Fr Barry anderson and other priests
from the local deanery and from southwark
diocese where Fr david had been based prior
to retiring to Eastbourne in 2009. deacon Eu-
gene adams was in assistance.  among the
large congregation were Fr david’s widow, Ju-
dith, and other family members, former parish-
ioners from Fr david’s days as an anglican
priest prior to his reception into the Catholic
Church in 1999, as well as many friends that
Fr david and Judith had made in our parish.
in his homily Fr Barry paid warm tribute to Fr
david and praised his work in the parish car-
ried out at a time of great difficulty caused by
his declining health.

Kieran and moyra Boyle have been leading a
series of lenten prayer meetings using music
from taize.  the newman association met to
hear a talk by Fr raglan Hay-will entitled ‘to-

wards a theology of women in the Catholic
Church’. this provoked lively discussion and
we now look forward to the next meeting when
Fr neil Chatfield will be speaking on the or-
dinariate.                                   

John Carmody

EASTBOURNE
Our Lady of Ransom, St Gregory

and St Agnes
aFtEr vErY enthusiastic fund raising our
church boiler is now up and running, much to
the delight of our congregation and visitors;
the parishioners were very patient during the
time of fitting when the church was without
heating, they endured the cold without one
complaint.  thanks go to everyone who
worked so tirelessly to achieve this magnifi-
cent goal.

dr nick woodall is attempting a 50 mile run
along the south downs way to raise awareness
for the need for a new roof at st Gregory’s
church, following his successful run in the
Beachy Head marathon for the church boilers.

the Catholic women’s league held their na-
tional coffee morning in the parish centre with
stalls and a tombola. it was very well attended.

a small group of people from our lady of
ransom have been busy fundraising  to send
three young people from the parish to lourdes
as redshirts in July. since november they
have been running coffee mornings, lunches, a
quiz, carol singing at the railway station and a
Christmas raffle. they would like to say a huge
thank you to everyone who supported them,
with a special mention to the parish of Christ
the King and st thomas a Becket junior school
who were also very generous, they hope to
send more young people next year.
the HCPt quiz raised £2,300 to cover the

cost of sending two local children to lourdes
this Easter.

a new parishioners evening was held to wel-
come all newcomers to the parish, it has been a
bumper year for new parishioner registrations

Mary Staffiere

EGHAM
on saturdaY15 march our children cele-
brated reconciliation, and immediately we
start the next stage of work for their First Holy
Communion in late June.
david Keel talked to us recently about Gift

aid which will raise much needed funds to go
towards paying off our current debt.

Alice Mabbs

HASLEMERE  
all tHrEE churches joined together for the
‘Host a roast’ event for the Pilgrimage sick
Fund. the parish hall had been transformed
into a French café, festooned with flags,
checked tablecloths and a tableau depicting a
typically French scene. Eighty guests sat down
to a delicious meal of ardennes paté, coq au
vin, ripe Brie and chocolate mousse avec Coin-
treau, all cooked and prepared by a group of
ladies headed by diane Breen. waitresses wore
striped tops, neck scarves and berets, while
male helpers sported a variety of moustaches
and onions! among other outfits, several
guests appeared as characters from tv’s ‘Allo,
‘Allo’.

Between courses there was entertainment
from 16-year-old verity Foster who played
‘Clair de Lune’ on her harp, and provided key-
board accompaniment for her father Jonathan
and grandmother Fay in their French-themed
songs. a picture quiz sought the names of
French celebrities, paintings, music and film ti-
tles, while, towns had to be added to an outline
map of France. instead of a raffle there was a
donation envelope draw for a splendid French
food hamper. (see picture Page 2)

throughout the evening bidders took part in
the interactive auction and tension was high as
finally four parishioners successfully won their
chosen lots.

as well as being a most enjoyable parish
function, it excelled financially, with a profit of
over £1,300, excluding the auction. 

Fay Foster

LEWES
on sHrovE tuEsdaY the svP Conference
at st Pancras hosted a pancake evening.  about
50 parishioners turned up and were treated to
customised pancakes made on the spot in the

TO ALL OUR
CORRESPONDENTS

itEms  for the June 2014 issue must
reach the Editorial office at Crawley by
10am on Monday 28 April 2014 and for
the July 2014 issue by Monday 2 June
2014.  Contributions may be sent by e-
mail to abnews@dabnet.org and if so
please include a contact telephone
number.
It is helpful to us if Correspondents can
type their contributions, keep them to no
more than 200 words and include a word
count. Original good quality digital
pictures (which must be at least 300dpi)
are very welcome. They should be sent as
e-mail attachments. We regret we are
unable to use photocopies or pictures
stored on computer floppy disks. Please
tell us that you have permissions for
children’s  photos to be published.

kitchen of the wood room.  representatives
from the svP Conference of the sacred Heart
Church, Hove, had been invited, and two of
them then gave a presentation, giving a brief
history of the svP society, and also telling of
their work in their parish.  we hope that by en-
couraging our congregation to become active
in the work of our conference locally we can
support our parish priest's pastoral plans. we
are pleased that the evening produced a keen
interest, as well as helping start off lent in an
appropriate way!

Ffion Wilkes

PETWORTH with DUNCTON
at the parish’s assembly last september one of
the matters discussed was the need for more
opportunity for parishioners to be able to meet
informally for prayer and discussion. it is won-
derful that there is now a thriving monthly
meeting for prayer and fellowship held at the
home of one of our parishioners where people
meet over a simple supper, talk and pray to-
gether.

at the end of January there was a week of
daily prayer at the united reformed Church
organised by Petworth area Churches together
(PaCt). Each daily half hour session was led
by different clergy/church leaders from the
area.

during lent there is a series of weekly meet-
ings at the presbytery. this year the theme is
on the benefits of daily prayer using the CaFe
dvd-based course ‘strength to strength’ which
highlights the importance of regular daily
prayer and offers pointers as to how to achieve
this.

the CaFod fast day lunch was well at-
tended this year with upwards of 20 people
present to talk and enjoy bowls of homemade
soup. over £600 was raised for the work of
CaFod.                                      

Sally Bohane

POLEGATE and HAILSHAM
£200,000 is tHE amount needed to com-
plete funding for the new church in Hailsham,
and Fr rory Kelly was happy to announce at
mass recently that we had now raised
£150,000.    now it is time for people to be es-
pecially generous, he said.  as he prepared to
give the final blessing, a little girl - she could
not have been more than three - rushed up the
aisle clutching a coin in either hand, and gave
it to him. in the newsletter he said ‘this has
been a huge achievement in the circumstances,
and the relatively few who are the backbone
for all this effort deserve great credit’.

a day of recollection for Extraordinary min-
isters of Holy Communion and ministers of the
word was held at st George's  for both com-
munities. the day started with mass, and then
deacon John truman led the programme,
which included bible reading, a scriptural
rosary and mary's way of the Cross. we also
worked on a visual presentation of herbs and
plants in the bible, and reflected on recent
statements by Pope Francis. (See fuller report
page 5)                  

Deacon John  Truman  and Ruth Ayres

ROTTINGDEAN
with WOODINGDEAN

tHE ParisHEs oF rottingdean and wood-
ingdean continue to flourish both spiritually
and within the local Community.  Perpetual
Eucharistic adoration/rosary/divine mercy
Chaplet continues tuesday/Friday. svP contin-
ues it’s good works.  morning Prayer led by sr
Cecil continues at the Convent on thursdays.

Parish baby goods donation project helps
women to make life-affirming choices and en-
ables them to feel more positive about continu-
ing their pregnancy.  support  is shown by
continued donations of items for babies to the
girls at worthing life House.

Congratulations to megan, angelica and
adam who received their st stephen Guild
medals for serving on the altar.  Fr laurence
o’Keeffe osB visited the parish twice giving
well attended talks on ‘scripture being fulfilled
and the word of God is alive and active’ and
‘the Paschal liturgy of Holy saturday night
and the Book of Exodus’.  as usual these were
very interesting and informative due his great
knowledge of scripture.

Jonathan & Jose Sharp

CATERHAM

tHE ParisH continues to thrive with
well attended masses, and recently some-
one remarked that they had never seen so
many worshippers at the ash wednesday
masses.

on saturday, 15 march 16 altar servers
from our church joined over 1,000 altar
servers from across England to celebrate
mass with Cardinal vincent nichols. the
mass was arranged by the Guild of st
stephen and is held each year at westmin-
ster Cathedral. this is the first time that
our servers have attended and they thor-
oughly enjoyed it, especially meeting and
shaking hands with our new Cardinal. 

the irish night held on the same day
raised over £700 for CaFod. there was
lovely irish dancing from Emma doyle,
and an irish breakfast on st Patrick's day
with a singsong of irish ballads led by Fr
Kieran Gardiner on his accordion. much
enjoyed by those who attended.

the variety of lenten Groups are well
attended and interesting; a time for reflec-
tion.

Peter Patterson
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FROM THE PARISHES
RYE

durinG lEnt, when we make a special effort
to show almighty God that we love Him before
all else, it is encouraging to see a number of
parishioners attending stations of the Cross led
by Fr Paul Clarke on Friday evenings. Benedic-
tion follows with that precious opportunity to be
present in st anthony’s during adoration of the
Blessed sacrament.

ron Peters spoke movingly after each mass
one sunday about the many a & B diocesan pil-
grimages to lourdes in which he has taken part
as a helper. He asked that we should pray for
this year’s pilgrimage in July and reminded us
gently that contributions from parishioners,
however small, are always very welcome. we
are all remembered in prayer at lourdes.

the rosary group is now well established and
it is hoped that more will join it as the word
spreads. we are blessed in a close-knit parish
and chances to spend time with each other are
always very much appreciated.    Jocelyn Rowe

WORTHING
St Mary of the Angels

lEnt BEGan at st mary's with mass and the
distribution of ashes on ash wednesday and a
Healing mass on the first Friday followed by a
coffee morning.

on Friday 14 march there was a special lent
taize service of meditative chant, prayers and
meditation.

on the weekend of 22 - 23 march we had a
visit from a group of young people from the
Youth 2000 organisation  who had come for a
weekend meeting. this is a group which organ-
ises prayer festivals and retreats for young peo-
ple between the ages of 16-35, introducing them
to the essentials of the Catholic faith and 
helping them discover a new relationship with
God at the heart of the Catholic Church. their
website is www.youth2000.org for anyone need-
ing further information.

on saturday 22 march our First Communion
candidates received the sacrament of reconcili-
ation for the first time. on 30 march there was a
celebration of mothering sunday with mothers
being prayed for at all the masses.                                                                                                                          

Astrid Gibson

SELSEY

tHE rooF is repaired and invoices paid
and the scaffolding is now in place to re-
pair the cracks in the  gable wall. 

now to pay off the loan…
the fundraising efforts got off to a fly-

ing start this year. the bring and buy sale
was well supported; the bingo for all was
a first time novelty and we were pleas-
antly surprised when players from 8 – 88
came along and enjoyed the fun; winning
many prizes during the afternoon.

the big one for us so far was the spon-
sored swim which took place on sunday
2 march. thank you to Bunn leisure who
kindly provided the facilities at the oasis
Pool and eight swimmers who took to the
water intent on swimming over three
miles collectively. in fact they clocked up
over 400 lengths between them -  6.2
miles; raising over £830. well done to all
swimmers and supporters.

we will hold events of some description
each month this year from quizzes, plant
and cake sales; car washes and fairs, cul-
minating in our (now) famous family tal-
ent show later in the year.  

visit the website for a list of forthcom-
ing events      www.stwilfridselsey.co.uk.

John Bradley

tHE FriarY wElComEd all denominations to a unique service on 7 march for women's
world day of Prayer. this year wwdP was prepared by the Christian women of Egypt. the

guest speaker was the reverend Canon anthony Ball, rector of st nicholas anglican 
He was the archbishop of Canterbury’s representative to the Heads of the orthodox Churches in

syria and lebanon. He had just returned from Egypt where he is Canon at the anglican Cathedral in
Cairo. He spoke about his experiences working amongst Egyptians and the ongoing struggle of
many young women to receive a decent education because they are discouraged from complete
schooling and suffer domestic abuse. during the service, ladies in red garments, representing Egypt-
ian women of varying occupations, performed a dance symbolising the life force of the river nile.
there were prayers, readings and an offering taken for the work of the wwdP and for projects run
by Christian charities worldwide. the charity lunch in the hall afterwards, in aid of the mother
teresa nuns in india, raised £220. the amazing five-star menu included: cottage pie, tuna pasta,
vegetable curry, soup, bread and a fish pie particularly popular with the Catholics as it was a Friday!

story: Sue Fellows

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER ........

ladiEs From tHE tHrEE CHurCHEs in little Common, Bexhill  joined together at st.
mark's Church on Friday, 7 march to celebrate women's world day of Prayer.  

this year's service was prepared by the Christian women of Egypt.  we thought about all the Bible
stories that came into our minds when we thought about Egypt.  the theme ‘streams in the desert’
left everyone reflecting on the gifts given to us by God.   

the picture below shows the ladies who read, helped and played the music at the service.
Story and picture: Lisa Young

WWDP Parish Rep, St Martha’s RC Church

.....  and in Bexhill

.....  in Crawley 

NOTICE It would be of consider-
able benefit to the editorial team
if contributors would always in-
clude their contact telephone
number when submitting any copy. 

Thank you



RYDESHILL
Preparatory School and Nursery

Highest rating in every category
in latest Inspection

An excep�onal Independent
Catholic School where children

flourish and thrive.

Girls 3 to 11 and boys 3 to 7 years.

www.rydeshill.com

Outstanding

Nurturing
Happy

THE SCHOOLS LISTED ON
THIS PAGE ARE PLEASED
TO SUPPORT THE
A & B NEWS
SAINT HUGH OF
LINCOLN
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Five Oaks Close, St John’s,
Woking GU21 8TU

Headteacher Mr M George
Telephone 01483 480441

SAINT
PANCRAS
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

De Montfort Road, Lewes
BN7 2SR 

Headteacher Mrs D Turner
Telephone 01273 473017

SAINT MARY’S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Cobden Road, Worthing
BN11 4BD

Headteacher Mrs C Lewis
Telephone 01903 234115

SAINT MARY
MAGDALENE’S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Hastings Road, 

Bexhill on Sea TN40 2ND
Acting Headteacher 
Miss V Vanderschelden
Telephone 01424 735810

Autosave

New A/W

10 X 3 
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TangneyTangney ToursTours
Pilgrimages 1974 - 2014Pilgrimages 1974 - 2014

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: info@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

5126 ABTA No.Y5280

19 – 23 May - £399
30 May – 2 June - £375   

29 August – 1 September - £399 
Free Single Room

26 September – 3 October - £540
3 October – 10 October - £540

Free Single Room
These off ers are subject to availability and 

confi rmation at the time of booking. Based on 
3 star Beau Site or similar.

Lourdes Air off ers in 2014
Direct from Stansted
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The Holy Land
15th - 22nd September 7 nights for £1250pp  

half board tour including fl ights 
Staying in Tiberias, Bethlehem & Jerusalem.

Fatima
6 Night Pilgrimage - 11th - 17th May 

10th - 16th September & 11th - 17th October
From £589pp

4 night pilgrimage - 11th - 15th August 
From £479pp

Special 3 night pilgrimage from London & 
Liverpool 20th - 23rd June - From £399pp

Contact us for all your 
pilgrimage requirements


