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As some will know, Sheffield is now a single
deanery.  In the Mass count taken in Octo-
ber, 2017 there were nearly 5000 people at
Mass across the deanery, spread over forty
Sunday Masses – plus one Mass at the
Carmelite monastery at Kirk Edge, Hal-
lam’s powerhouse of prayer and peace,
where the sisters pray daily for the diocese,
(the Chapel at Kirk Edge is pictured on the
right).  
Priests are allowed to celebrate no more
than three Sunday Masses, including the
Saturday vigil, so forty Sunday Masses in
Sheffield would soon be unsustainable.
The first step in addressing this issue was
to cluster some parishes together.  Then,
Bishop Ralph asked us to decrease the
numbers of Masses in the clusters wher-
ever practicable, with the changes to come
into effect from Advent, 2018. 
We have had three deanery-wide meetings
of clergy and parish representatives to pro-
vide information about, and impetus to, the
process of change.  
Information on these meetings can be

seen on a deanery web page:
sites.google.com/view/sheffield-deanery/,
along with three prayers for the diocese
and deanery which people appreciated.
Here is one of the prayers.

Lord Jesus, look on us in love 
as we seek the way forward in 

our diocese. 
Inspire us with your Spirit 

that we may approach the future
with wisdom, discernment and 

generosity.
Make our hearts burn within us 

as we walk with you,
that we may be renewed as 
communities of Good News.
We place our trust in you,

who live and reign for ever and
ever, Amen.

Our final meeting collected impressions of
the impact of the changes so far.  The pic-
ture was varied.  Some parishes felt the
benefit from larger congregations at fewer
Masses, but parishes were also dealing with
the challenges of integrating new people
and with people’s pain over the loss of fa-
miliar arrangements.  Another positive as-
pect mentioned was the possibility for
being more effective through co-operation
between parishes in a cluster.  Of course,
other parishes had seen little change.  
As a result of the changes, the number of
Sunday Masses is now thirty-three, and
there is some scope for further reduction.
Based on the October, 2017 numbers, this
should now make the average attendance
at a Sunday Mass in Sheffield a bit less than
150.  
It is clear, from the number and the ages
of our priests, that further change lies
ahead across the diocese, so it is worth re-
peating words from one of the documents
from the dean, Fr John Cooke, “We are a
Eucharistic Church.  Sunday Mass is the
focal point of our identity; we know this.  It
is painful to look at a reduction in provi-
sion.  But change, though sometimes
painful, is also a gateway to renewal.  The
practical questions, ‘What time will Mass
be?’ and ‘Where will it be?’ don’t really get
to the heart of the matter.  We are called to
be vibrant, life-giving gatherings at Sunday
Mass, from which people go out wanting to
be, in both action and word, the embodi-
ment of the Good News of Jesus.”  
This fits in with Pope Francis’ description
of us all as being, by baptism, missionary
disciples.  Sunday Mass is the ‘engine’ of
our missionary endeavour.

Deacon John Biggins
St William of York
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This month the diocesan rota for Exposition 
of the Blessed Sacrament is as follows:

7 St Gerard, Thrybergh.
14 Palm Sunday
21 Easter Sunday
28 The Annunciation, Chesterfield.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament this Month

WHAT’S ON IN APRIL
1 Deadline for articles for next 

issue of the Hallam News.

3 Hallam Ascent Group meet 
for Stations of the Cross at 
St Michael’s Cemetery 
Chapel, Rivelin Valley Road, 
Sheffield, S6 5GL, 2pm.  For 
more details telephone 0114  
2306797, email 
ascent@jngreen.plus.com 
or visit the website: 
hallamascent.weebly.com.

9 Sheffield Branch Walsing
ham Association serves 
refreshments after 12.45pm 
Mass at St Marie’s Cathe
dral, Sheffield.

10 Chesterfield Bereavement 
Support Group Drop-in/
coffee morning, 10.30am-
12noon, The Annunciation 
Centre, Spencer Street, 
Chesterfield,  S40 4SD.

10 Sheffield Irish Association 
Tea Dance, with live 
music and refreshments, 
Philadelphia Club, Martin 
Street, Upperthorpe, 
Sheffield, S6 3DP, 1-3pm.  
All are welcome.

23 Sheffield Branch Walsing
ham Association serves 
refreshments after 12.45pm 
Mass at St Marie’s Cathe
dral, Sheffield.

The Book of Revelation
A Series of Illustrated Talks 

with Fr John Ryan
HOLY ROOD CHURCH HALL, BARNSLEY

Thursday, 7-8.30pm
4, 11 April

ST VINCENT’S CHURCH HALL, CROOKES,
SHEFFIELD

Wednesday, 7-8.30pm
1, 8, 15, 22, 29 May, 5 June

ST PETER-IN-CHAINS CHURCH HALL, 
DONCASTER

Thursday, 7-8.30pm 
2, 9, 16, 23, 30 May, 6 June

EMMAUS 2019
THE NEW TESTAMENT
A Series of Illustrated Talks

with Fr John Ryan

ST JOSEPH’S, 
WORKSOP 

Wednesday, 7-8.30pm
3, 10 April

ALL ARE WELCOME TO THE TALKS



April 2019 HALLAM NEWS Page Three

At Heron Cabinets joinery
workshop we manufacture a

varied range of display cabinets &
furniture for schools, churches,

offices, also commercial and
private commissions.

What ever you require, you can be
assured that the same a$en#on to
detail & quality of finish goes into

each and every item we make.

� Bespoke Trophy Cabinets 
� School classroom furniture

� Fi$ed office furniture 
� Church furniture

� Private commissions
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BBeessppookkee CCaabbiinneett MMaakkeerrss

Please contact us via email:
ma$@heroncabinets.co.uk to discuss your project or

Office Mobile 07866 938328

Flame 2019
On Saturday, 2 March, just around 150 peo-

ple travelled to Wembley Arena for Flame
2019 – the biggest Catholic youth event

in England and Wales, attended by more than
8,500 people.  This included 130 young people
drawn from the High Schools in the Diocese,
and the Sheffield University and Sheffield Hal-
lam Chaplaincies.
They were accompanied by around 20 adults –

School Chaplains, staff and other volunteers, includ-
ing Bishop Ralph, Fr Lee Marshall, Fr James
Shekelton, and two sisters from the Daughters of Di-
vine Charity in Chesterfield - Sr Linda and Sr
Michaela.

This was the fourth Flame
Congress but it was the first time
all the various groups had joined
together, travelling in three
coaches, as one organised Hal-
lam group with everyone easily
identifiable in their Hallam Hood-
ies, including Bishop Ralph!
The theme of the day was “Sig-

nificance”.  The inspiring speakers
included Guvna B and Emma
Borquaye, founder of a blog for
teenage girls,
www.girlgotfaith.com, David
Wells, Archbishop Eamon Martin
of Armagh and a video message
from Jean Vanier, the founder of
L’Arche community.  In different
ways, the speakers invited us to
recognise that each person’s life
is unique, and that we are exactly
as God made us - we are special
to God.

For many, the highlight was a talk by Robert Madu,
an American pastor from Texas, who compared our
lives to a race and encouraged us to, “Stay in our
lane, and keep our eyes on Jesus”, and to “Stay on
our own mark, rather than other people’s marks”,
warning against measuring self-esteem in Twitter
and Instagram likes, or responses on Facebook and
Snapchat; telling us “Comparison is the thief of joy;
comparison is the cancer of contentment”.
There was lively music and praise throughout the

day, but the quiet stillness of the Arena during the
period of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament to
conclude the event was one of the most powerful
moments.
Before everyone got on their coaches to leave

Wembley, Bishop Ralph thanked the School Chap-
lains for organising the day and thanked all the
young people for taking part.  He encouraged ev-
eryone to look out for further opportunities to con-
tinue the encounter back in the Diocese over the
next few months.

Photograph: Mazur/catholicnews.org.uk

The Hallam Group at Flame 2019

Art Talks by Deacon Bill BurleighArt Talks by Deacon Bill Burleigh
This series of Saturday morning talks by
Deacon Bill Burleigh takes place at the
Hallam Pastoral Centre.  The talks pro-
vide an opportunity for prayer and re-

flection based on famous artworks, ex-
ploring paintings with a seasonal theme. 

The next session takes place on Satur-
day, 6 April,  10.15am.
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DIVINE RENOVATION:  DIVINE RENOVATION:  BRINGING OUR PARISHES FROM MAINTENANCE TO MISSION
A declining Church in this country?
Worried about declining numbers in your parish?

Worried that the church seems to be shrinking in this
country?  Worried that many young people don’t seem
to continue in the practice of their faith?  Worried about
church closures?  Fr James Mallon of St Benedict’s
Parish, Halifax, Nova Scotia threw out a challenge to us
to change our way of thinking.  Stop worrying and be
converted to the Gospel.  Be open to the working of the
Holy Spirit, turn to Jesus as our Lord and Saviour and
learn to respond to his Great Commission to, ‘Go there-
fore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I
have commanded you’.
Reaching out to the suffering world around us
A group of us from the Hallam Diocese joined dele-
gates from all over the country and from around the
world at the Bethel Convention Centre in West
Bromwich, including about 80 priests, 6 Bishops and
400 lay people, to hear Fr James Mallon and his team
share with us their experiences of renewal through a
radical change of focus in which leading people to a
personal encounter with Christ and learning to look
outwards can become the new focus for our parishes.  
As Catholics we are quite used to witnessing as indi-
viduals to our faith, whether at work, or to our neigh-
bours in places of education or wherever.  But few of us
are really used to ‘throwing open the doors’ and wel-
coming people into our churches through a collective
community effort.  Fr James preached an inspirational
sermon on the prodigal son, reminding us that the Fa-
ther looked out every day for his son’s homecoming,
rushed out to meet him when he saw him in the dis-
tance and completely put aside the fact that the prodi-
gal son’s repentance was far from perfect – he thought
he would get a better deal back home rather than feed-
ing the pigs.  Fr James challenged us to become ‘like
the Father’ in our love and openness to the broken and
suffering world around us.  It’s no longer good enough
for us to focus inwards on maintaining our dwindling
numbers.
Becoming missionary disciples – and making
more disciples.  The Alpha Progamme
So how on earth do we do this? The challenge seems
to be so immense and we are well and truly out of our
comfort zones with all of this.  Fr James described how
using the Alpha Programme, which was originally de-
veloped at Holy Trinity, Brompton in London, has
brought about an amazing renewal and growth in his
parish.  People are encountering Christ in a deep and
personal way, new people are being welcomed into the
community, young people are being engaged with their
faith and the parish is becoming used to a radical new
missionary focus.  The Alpha Programme is based on a
few core principles:
• A radical commitment to prayer and an open-
ness to the working of the Holy Spirit.  Only through

the working of the Holy Spirit can people be brought to
conversion and a meeting with the Lord.  This is an op-
portunity for us to commit ourselves in our parishes to
deep and faith filled prayer for all those hosting and at-
tending the Alpha programme.
• The commitment of the whole parish commu-
nity to a new spirit of welcome and hospitality.  Provid-
ing a warm and open welcome with a cooked meal is an
important part of the Alpha programme.
• A non-judgmental spirit, and freedom from
any sense of ‘pressure’.  People are accepted ‘where they
are’ and are free to attend all or part of the programme
of 11 weeks that is offered.
• The building of a sense of community and
friendship.
This all sounds a bit un-Catholic – really?
Fr James reminded us that the call to evangelisation
is at the heart of our Catholic faith.  Not only does the
call to evangelisation come from the Lord himself, but
its importance has been reiterated by many popes, not
least Saint John Paul II and Pope Francis.
‘A new sense of mission cannot be left to a small group
of specialists but must involve the responsibility of all
the members of the people of God.  Those who have
come into genuine contact with Christ cannot keep him
for themselves, they must proclaim him.’  Redemptoris

Missio 1990, Saint John Paul II
‘I want a mess!  I want the Church to go out into the
streets!  I want us to defend ourselves against all
worldliness, opposition to progress, from that which
is comfortable, from that which is clericalism, from all
that which means being closed-up in ourselves.
Parishes, schools, institutions are made in order to go
out!’ Pope Francis at World Youth Day, Rio de Janeiro
Fr James said that one of his least favourite quotes was
the one said to come from St Francis, ‘Preach the gospel
at all times and if necessary use words.’  Firstly, there
is little evidence that St Francis ever said this, and sec-
ondly there is much evidence that St Francis did use
words in preaching the Gospel - all the time.  There is
a danger that we can use this quotation as a big ‘get out’
from ever having to share our faith in an open way –
with words!
Want to find out more?
Most of us attending have read or are starting to read
Fr James Mallon’s inspirational, but highly challenging
book Divine Renovation ISBN 978-1-62785-038-4.  If
you are up for a serious challenge, then give it a go.
Also check out the website : https://alpha.org/catholic-
context/home.

Richard Watts

DIVINE RENOVATION: The first in a series
of articles about the book which focuses on
renewal in our parish communities. 
Divine Renovation: Bringing your Parish from
Maintenance to Mission - Fr James Mallon
This is a powerful and very readable book

written by a priest from Canada, and several of
us from Saint William of York Parish, Sheffield,
went to a conference in West Bromwich which
was based on the book.  We heard him preach
on new ways of understanding the decline of
the churches in the West by bringing the para-
ble of the prodigal son to life for our times.
This is a profound story of a father who had

two sons.  One was faithful and obeyed his fa-
ther year after year.  He brought up his family
to take care of his father's estate and fulfilled
all his obligations as a son.  His younger
brother was different – he wasted everything
his father gave him and walked away from his
family obligations.  Which of the two deserved
the father's celebration banquet?  We know
what Jesus taught, but how many of us se-
cretly sympathise with the gripes of the dutiful
son who complained of unfairness?  
The father loved both equally, not because of
their practises but because they were both his
offspring.  The wasteful son delighted his father
because he came to beg forgiveness.  The du-
tiful son griped at what he felt was his father's
unfairness.  Now let’s look at our parishes.
Being good Catholics, we fulfil our personal
obligations to go to Mass, give our time and our

money, bring our children through Baptism,
First Holy Communion and Confirmation.
Surely we deserve the father's praise, haven't
we done enough? 
Look around your parish and into your heart.

Does our Father look more favourably on those
who never miss Mass on a holy day of obliga-
tion and dutifully make sure that their children
are brought up as ‘good Catholics’?  The mes-
sage of the parable (and Fr Mallon's book) is
that none of us buys the Father's love by doing
our duty as Catholics.  We have his love as a
free gift because he chooses to give it to his
children.  Our response should be to hold out
empty hands to embrace him and join in his
joy.
Fr Mallon goes on to show how destructive it
is to the life of a local church if it focuses on
maintenance – the dutiful son obeyed his fa-
ther but from a cold heart that could not wel-
come back his wayward brother.  Instead, our
parishes should share the loving heart of the
father and be looking out in mission to wel-
come home those who have squandered the
father's gifts, as well as those who have never
heard of his love.
In future articles we will look in depth at chap-
ters from Fr Mallon’s book, as he diagnoses
the problems of our churches and teaches us
how we can renew them through sharing the
love of God in mission.              

Paul Jackson

Changing lives - one voucher at a time
Ernest is a Polish graduate who lived in Sheffield for nine
years, with regular employment and staying in his own ac-
commodation.  However, following an injury, he lost both
his job and then his home, and for three years he had been
sleeping rough, surviving by begging on the streets. 

His life turned around when a passer-by gave Ernest a
voucher for St Wilfrid’s Centre entitling him to a shower, a
hot meal and some warm clothes.  On his first visit to the
Centre he was welcomed by Agnes, one of the St Wilfrid’s
welfare workers, who is herself Polish.  Ernest committed
to working with St Wilfrid’s support programme and, with
Agnes’s help, Ernest was able to find both work and secure
accommodation.  As Ernest says, “My life is back to normal
now, I have somewhere to sleep, a phone, and a job.  St
Wilfrid’s were extremely helpful, not only practically, but
also emotionally and mentally.”

The latest government statistics show a 19% increase in
the number of people sleeping rough in the Yorkshire re-
gion over the last twelve months.  Over the same period,
St Wilfrid’s has seen a 22% increase in self referrals (includ-
ing rough sleepers). 

St Wilfrid’s Centre is holding its Annual Sleep Out in the
Centre’s car park on Friday, 29 March to help raise funds
for its rough sleeper service that costs £15,000 a year to
run.  To find out more, visit www.stwilfridscentre.org and
follow the Sleep Out link on the home page. 
St Wilfrid’s vouchers enable people living rough to access

a shower, a hot meal and warm clothes.  If you would like
some vouchers to distribute, please call the Centre on 0114
255 5720 or email info@stwilfridscentre.org.

The group from Hallam at the Divine Renovation Conference



Step 5:  Stand at the Table
“One of the obvious changes in the
reformed liturgy was that ‘the priest
no longer had his back to the people.’
Altars were ‘pulled out’ or a new one
built behind which the president
stood – and the change was under-
stood in terms of visibility.  Now what
he did could be seen rather like a sci-
ence teacher’s demonstration
bench.”  But it could also be seen as
“a podium for the presider along with
all the other furniture in the ‘perfor-
mance area of a church building’.
But the change was really to draw
out that the Eucharist takes place at
a table, which can be interpreted as
our altar.  This is the Lord’s table
around which we are bidden by the
Lord and which anticipates the heav-
enly table.
“In terms of a vision of the Church,

to be gathered round about it serves
to emphasise that we are all called
into intimacy with the Lord and all
called to ministry of one sort or an-
other.  Priesthood is a matter of pre-
siding among the baptised, not

providing a priestly service on behalf
of the baptised.  We have but one
priest, the Christ, and we are sisters
and brothers.  If we reject clericalism,
notions of a priestly elite, then the
way we gather for the Eucharist must
reflect this. … We regularly hear of
being called to share in the Lord’s
table … this must have physical litur-
gical expression if (a) we believe it
and (b) believe that the liturgy is
sacramental.
“Steps 2, 4 and 5 taken together ex-
press a completely different way of
being Church, and a radically differ-
ent way of understanding our rela-
tionships with the Church – in effect
a Church of mutual service.  By con-
trast, continuing with the opposite
practices perpetuates the vision of a
Church of distinctions and levels” as
if the vision of Vatican II is to be ig-
nored.
Step 6: The Prayer of the 
Faithful
“The oldest debate in Christian
liturgy relates to the tension between
fixed formulae and spontaneous

prayer. …”  The history of our liturgy
sees set eucharistic formulae emerg-
ing in the early communities but we
also have statements about prayer
being uttered by the president “as
best he can”. … ”At the Reformation,
Catholics virtually eliminated any role
for spontaneous prayer in the official
liturgy.”  By the time of Vatican II
(1962-65) many “had recognised the
need for both familiar forms and for
spontaneous expression, and so
there is a place for this in the re-
formed rite: the Prayer [note the sin-
gular] of the Faithful.  However, often
in practice it has become a scripted
set of intentions.  …  The Prayer of
the Faithful is an expression of the
priesthood of the baptised and their
ability, in Christ, to stand in the pres-
ence of the Father and ask for their
own needs and those of all the com-
munities to which they belong.  But
this vision of the Church, if taken se-
riously, needs to find practical ex-
pression in the Church’s faithful
using their voices for their needs. …
”The liturgy should be a place where
we can express our needs, as
Church and not merely as a collec-
tion of individuals; and where we be-
come aware of who we are both

before one another and before God
as the Church.  And if people fear
that people will have ‘shared prayer’
rather than intercession or that the
prayer will be addressed to Christ
rather than to the Father – then this
is surely a matter of catechesis, and,
in any case, such prayers will not be
much worse than some of the com-
posed examples in use now, or that
other blot on the landscape: omitting
the Prayer altogether or replacing it
with some novena prayers.”
Prof Tom O’Loughlin concludes that
“these six steps are all within the
scope of every community that
meets for the Eucharist; all are within
the law as it stands … If we believe
that the liturgy is a school of theology
and that lex orandi (how we pray) es-
tablishes the lex credendi (how we
believe), then these simple steps
may go further towards embedding
the vision of Church that was pro-
claimed in Vatican II than spectacular
events in the Curia in Rome or canon
law.”
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RENEWING THE LITURGYRENEWING THE LITURGY
Six Simple Steps: 5 and 6

At the annual gathering of the priests of the Diocese last October the speaker was Tom O’Loughlin, 
Professor of Historical Theology at Nottingham University.  Tom gave the priests of the Diocese 

Six Simple Steps which could go some way to achieving Vatican II’s vision in our celebration of the 
Eucharist.  This month we take a look at steps 5 and 6. 

Congratulations

Many congratulations to Mrs Sheila Godley on the occasion of her 80th birthday.
Sheila has served the Union of Catholic Mothers well both as Diocesan President
and Secretary, and also as National Media Officer and Vice President.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE
SCHOOLS ON THIS PAGE FOR 

SUPPORTING THE PAPER
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We adver�se school events in the Hallam News and
it is par�cularly appreciated by past students of the

school who see the informa�on about our
AAlluummnnii MMoorrnniinngg aanndd SSuummmmeerr FFeess��vvaall

even though they may no longer be in the area
local to the school.  We also feel that the adverts

about the varied school events show what a
vibrant school community we have and helps to

maintain the school’s good reputa�on.

           

We warmly invite past pupils and past
members of staff to our

ALUMNI MORNING
on

Saturday 27th April 2019 10am – 12noon
More information can be found on

our website:
www.notredame-high.co.uk

Our website has moved to

www.ReachNewspaper.com

           

Please support our
Advertisers
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On 15 and 16 February, St Vincent’s
Panto Players gave three performances
of that well-known traditional pan-
tomime A Tale of Two Cities, at St Vin-
cent’s Church, Crookes, Sheffield.
Charles Dickens would surely have been
turning in his grave.  Indeed the famous
author made a few appearances during
the show, making clear his displeasure
with what the scriptwriters had done to
his novel – his ‘Great Expectations’ were
severely dashed, and his experience
could be described as ‘Hard Times’.
However, what does Mr Dickens know
about pantomime?!
The script did certainly draw on the

original tale, with the action taking
place across two cities.  It also featured
French revolutionaries and aristocrats,
and a case of mistaken identity was cen-
tral to the plot (such as it was!)  How-
ever, as is usual for St Vincent’s

pantomime, the script and cast played
fast and loose with the source material.
The two cities in question were Sheffield
and Paris, rather than London and Paris.      
Mayhem ensued, there was a visit to

Crookes market, the botanical creatures
sang a song, an audience member re-
ceived the traditional custard pie, and it
all ended happily ever after.  Some no-
table appearances included Doctor
Who, Chewbacca, and Gregg Wallace
from Masterchef (none of whom fea-
tured in Mr Dickens’ final manuscript,
though we suspect they appeared in ear-
lier drafts).  Moreover, the script was
“laced” with shoe-related puns, some of
which were easier to spot than others.
The ‘Charlie Gardiner Award’ for loyal
service to the pantomime, created in
honour of a former parish priest, went
this year to Matthew Robertson and
Amy Robertson.

This was the thirtieth St Vincent’s pan-
tomime.  It is a great social occasion,
bringing the parish together, allowing
some parishioners to display their hid-
den talents, and raising money for char-
ity.  Just over £1700 was raised this year,

which will be split between the St Justin
Society (the group in the parish that
supports individuals and projects in de-
veloping countries) and St Wilfrid’s
Centre.

Padley Housing is a Charitable Housing Association which
was set up in the early 1960s by a group of Catholic busi-
nessmen in Sheffield.  The original aim of Padley Housing
was to help families to buy their own homes, but in the early
1970s, Padley decided to move into providing safe, comfort-
able, affordable flats for the elderly. 
In 1974, with funding from the Housing Corporation,
Padley built Ludlam House, a large sheltered scheme at Ar-
bourthorne with 34 flats and studios for retired people.  At
that time, studio flats were very popular with the elderly,
but during the 1990s, flats became more popular and stu-
dios became harder to let.  In 2004, Padley extended Lud-
lam House and converted 10 of the studio flats into one
bedroomed self contained flats.  More recently, they also
provided three two bedroom flats in Ludlam House by com-
bining adjacent studios into larger flats with a spare bed-
room.  As a result of Padley's improvements, Ludlam House
now has 7 studios, 21 one bedroom flats and 3 two bedroom
flats.  Ludlam House also has a resident warden, alarm call
scheme connected to City Wide Alarms, lift, laundry, com-
munal lounge and television room. 
In the late 1980s, Sheffield Catholic Women's League

joined with Padley Housing, and brought St Anne's, a large
detached house in Broomhill into Padley's portfolio.  St
Anne's at that time comprised 15 bedsits with shared bath-
rooms, but it was fully modernised and refurbished in 1997
to provide 10 self contained one bedroom flats in the main
building and 3 further flats in the annexe at the rear of the
house.  All are double glazed and centrally heated, with a
communal meeting room, alarm call system and shared
rear garden and car park. 
In 1991, Padley developed and built Newman House on St
Lawrence Road, Tinsley, which comprises ten self con-
tained one bedroom flats with communal gardens and
alarm call system. 
Also in 1991, Padley carried out a conversion of Copple-
stones, a large detached house near the Hallamshire hospi-
tal to provide 5 modern double glazed, centrally heated one
bedroom flats with shared garden and alarm call system. 
The purpose of Padley Housing Association is to provide
safe, affordable, comfortable accommodation for retired
people, and to maintain and improve its housing stock to
meet the changing needs of its tenants. 
Padley Housing Association is run by a volunteer Commit-

tee of private individuals who meet
quarterly to take decisions about the
lettings, welfare and maintenance of
the properties.  They are advised by an
independent accountant and property
manager. 

St Vincent’s experiences the best of times … and the worst of times (especially the jokes!)

SAFE COMFORTABLE FLATS FOR SAFE COMFORTABLE FLATS FOR 
THE ELDERLY WITH PADLEY HOUSINGTHE ELDERLY WITH PADLEY HOUSING

St Anne’s

To find out how to 
join the 

management 
committee or to 
enquire how to 

become a tenant of
Padley Housing 
Association, 
please contact 

Hunters, 
208 Crookes, 

Sheffield, S10 1TG, 
tel: 0114 266 6626 
or email: sheffield-
crookeslettings@
hunters.com.Newman House

Ludlam House

Copplestones
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How many New Year’s Resolutions
remain intact I wonder?  In reality we
probably don’t take many of them too
seriously … being fitter, changing
diet, modifying ‘bad’ habits … so not
keeping to them is hardly going to
have earth shattering consequences.
Some resolutions we make are, how-
ever, far more significant.
After listening to Y11 concerns

about needing more information
about the next steps for them, we
held a Revision event dedicated to
exam preparation and tips for time
management.  Following this well
over 200 parents attended an
evening outlining how they can sup-
port their children over the coming
months.  The resolution of the par-
ents was really heartening.  Every

Y11 has also had an individual inter-
view with senior members of staff to
help them make the next step with
over 70% expressing a desire to stay
on at McAuley.
The resolutions that the students

themselves make to prepare for their
exams requires self-discipline and
support.  We have vowed to support
all these students and especially by
mentoring nearly 40 of them.
On 27 January we remembered the
Holocaust.  It was that day in history
in 1945 when Auschwitz was liber-
ated by Russian troops.  Assemblies
that week focussed on the experi-
ences of a young man, Arek Hersch,
a survivor who was able to build a
new life, aged 16, in this country, set-
tling in Leeds. 
Students from all year groups were
asked to commit to playing their part
in guarding against prejudice and in-
tolerance in all its forms, as well as

being wary of the messages that
some world leaders give out.  Stu-
dents were asked to never forget the
lessons of the past and remember
the victims of hate.  Everyone at
McAuley is clear.  Our commitment is
to keep them safe from harm, free
from bullying and intimidation. 
Schools are expected to play their

part in guarding against radicalisa-
tion extremism, promoting British val-
ues.  At McAuley every member of
our school community is in no doubt
what values we stand for, hold dear
and promote.  They are undoubtedly
the values that this beautiful and
sometimes troubled country hold
dear too.
This month saw the launch of our

mission to seek and develop a Stu-
dent Leadership Team.  Students
had to seek nominations and they
have now produced manifestos on
how they can move McAuley, their
school, closer to its professed, stu-
dent-made vision based upon our
school’s dearly held values.  These
are, of course, the unshakeable val-
ues of the Gospel.
This is the promise that we make to
parents and children when they join
our school.  The values of the
Gospel, the non-negotiable core
principles which come from the Holy
Word, will always be our guide.  That
is our resolution this year and al-
ways.

Continued on page 8
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Resolve
McAuley Catholic High School, Doncaster - Headteacher, John Rooney shares details of two important initiatives that have begun at the school

Parishioners get their Teeth into Fair TradeParishioners get their Teeth into Fair Trade
Parishioners of Mother of God Church, Sheffield generously sup-
ported and enjoyed Fairtrade Fortnight, 24 February to 10 March.  

After every weekend Mass, they were able to buy ethically pro-
duced goods, sourced from the 'Good Taste' shop on Whitham Rd
in Broomhill.  As well as excellent chocolate and many other good-
ies, people were able to buy recycled paper products, bamboo
toothbrushes, eco coffee cups and waxed food covers, thus adopt-
ing sensible, sustainable alternatives to plastic.  Jenny, who man-
ages the not-for-profit shop, provided the huge range of goods on
a 'sale or return' basis ... unsurprisingly, very little was left to re-
turn!

FuneralFuneral
ServicesServices

Helping withHelping with
all your needsall your needs
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Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available
Tel: 0114 - 274 5508

E-mail: info@gandmluntltd.com
www.funeralservicessheffield.com

We would
like to wish

all our readers
a Happy and
Holy Easter

We are here to help you in
your hour of need

Available 24 hours a day 
7 days a week
01142 880603

jamie@knigh�unerals.co.uk
www.knigh�unerals.co.uk

Independent Catholic Funeral Directors
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WE OFFER  

LOURDES 
£675ppfrom

£

5 JULY  |  6 NIGHTS  
From Leeds-Bradford £749ppfrom

£

23 MAY  |  5 NIGHTS  
From Liverpool

»  Direct Flights to Tarbes - Lourdes Airport 

»  Full religious programme led by Spiritual  
    Director

»  Return airport transfers in Lourdes

»  Daily breakfast, lunch & dinner
»  Full assistance of professional guides &       
    representatives throughout  

»  Bonded & licensed for full ¿nancial protection

»  Great selection of hotels

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & 
DINNER 

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES 2019

LIVERPOOL:  0151 820 8790  |  MANCHESTER: 0161 820 8790
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689 in compliance with the  
Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulation 2018.  

BOOK ONLINE& SAVE £10

25 JULY  |  6 NIGHTS  
From Manchester £749ppfrom

£

The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.
Daily Mass is the
centre of community

Our Lady of FidelityOur Lady of Fidelity

life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF 
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY

Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS

Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001

Ministers of Religion

HAL101

TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Hallam News

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special

Hallam News discount.
Don’t forget we also offer 

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no
maximum age limit and up to £20,000

cancellation cover per couple.
CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272 0500
Real people -
not nachines!

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

FT
Travel

Insurance

UK
based

The Hallam News has recently
carried a number of articles about
the SVP, which have been well re-
ceived.  People have appreciated
getting to know more about the
work of the SVP and also their his-
tory.  Over the next four months
the paper will feature a series of
articles focusing on the key people
responsible for the establishment
and development of the SVP.  We
begin this month with St Vincent.
St Vincent had nothing to do with the
foundation of the Society formed 173
years after his death.  The original mem-
bers chose St Vincent as their patron be-
cause he devoted much of his life to
helping the poor in rural France, and he
had become known as “The apostle of
the poor.”

Born into a family of poor farmers in
1581 he was not the eldest so not des-
tined to inherit anything.  He was, how-
ever, clever, ambitious, a gifted
communicator and organiser and a nat-
ural leader and motivator and these at-
tributes were to stand him in good stead
in later life.
To ensure 3 meals a day he had a brief
training for the priesthood and was or-
dained a priest at 19 – seeing his ordina-
tion as a stepping stone to a more
comfortable life.
Working in his parish along the south-
ern French coast he was frequently out
on the water.  With piracy prevalent in
the region Vincent was captured at sea
and forced to act as a galley slave for 2
years.  Vincent engineered his escape by
befriending his galley captain and per-
suading him to let him go
On his return he became a parish priest
at Clichy; then in 1613 he was selected to
serve the powerful de Gondi family, as
tutor to their children.  He stayed with
the family for about 12 years and acted
as chaplain to the peasants on the es-
tates.  It was during this time that he re-
alised what his life’s work was.

It was whilst ministering to a sick child
of one of the estate workers that Vincent
began to realise his mission.  He saw
with great clarity the abysmal living con-
ditions, deprivation and abject poverty
in which people existed and resolved to
do something about it.
Vincent was driven by his faith to take
action, being inspired by the works of
Jesus.  He saw each person as Jesus and
treated them with the utmost respect
and dignity, believing that any service of-
fered must be done well to meet the
needs of the individual and was a mutual
exchange which enhanced the giver and
the receiver.
Using his leadership, motivation and
communicative talents he set out to gain
support from those in power to help the
poor.  He persuaded the aristocracy to
provide finance and resources to enable
him to set up systems to improve the
spiritual support for the poor through
missions; to help to develop levels of lit-
eracy with the poor; to oversee the
largest estate  

continued on page 12

The way good Catholic schools continue on the path of
improvement is through a combination of factors which
will create an irresistible culture of greatness with our stu-
dents feeling that they belong here.
What are these interdependent elements, many of

which are already underway, which will create this cul-
ture?  We are working on five main areas.
1. An appreciation of the power of emotional, aca-
demic, social factors, growth mind-set and resilience and
ways in which we involve and empower families as facil-
itators of students engagement; a genuine home-school
partnership model which opens up all our facilities to sup-
port this as well as regularly taking ‘readings’ about what
we do and how we do it.  Supporting in meeting those
basic needs helping students to be ‘school ready’.
2. The significance of the curriculum in its broadest
sense but also in its narrowest sense too, curriculum
construction from Y7 to Y13 paying attention to why and
how we are teaching what we teach, assessment and in-
struction, academic engaged time versus lost learning
time, the use of (Solo) Bloom’s taxonomy and a greater
understanding of cognition to maximise this and the im-
pact this has on lesson construction involving students
as co-learners in the use of supportive technologies, in-
cluding the importance of reading and vocabulary.
3. The importance of relationships at all levels.  The
understanding that for things to get better we may need
to alter the way we operate with an insistence on the way
we speak to our young people giving them greater re-
sponsibility and a say in the future of the school.
Elections to McAuley’s first Student Leadership Team

this month resulted in ten young people from Y7 to Y11
taking an important leadership role in school. 
On the day they were elected I told them, “JFK said ‘in
your hands more than mine will rest the success or fail-
ure of what we are trying to achieve’.  What we are trying
to achieve was made real by the words in your vision
statement.  And so my co-learners and my co-leaders –
ask not what your school can do for you but ask what
you can do for your school.
Ask Jesus what he wants from you as you have all been
called to put yourself into this very worthwhile process.
Ask Jesus what he wants from you and be brave.  You
have not hidden your gifts and your talents.  You have
shown that you have not been scared to dream of great
things.

The world tells us to seek success, power and money;
God tells us to seek humility, service and love.  My dear
young people – your energy, your freshness, your en-
ergy, your commitment to this school are your greatest
strengths – God expects great things of you and your
generosity.  The generosity of the time you have given
to this.  This school is waiting to be shaped and it’s more
malleable, shapeable than you might think.  I want to see
all of our students be involved, engaged and to belong.”
4. The necessary re-alignment of roles, resources,
systems and structures (many of which have already
taken place and continue to do so) to enable this to hap-
pen, including the system to recognise and reward stu-
dent achievement and absolute clarity and consistency
about our standards and routines in the way we deal with
misbehaviours, the structure and timings of the school
day.
5. We will continue to develop a methodology, a
programme and staff training with the aim of maximising
the number of students who positively engage in being
responsible for their own learning and sense of belonging
to our school allowing them to be actively involved in
every aspect of the life McAuley, becoming super-moti-
vated young people with the active support and involve-
ment of their parents and carers.

EDUCATION IN THE FULLNESS OF HUMANITY  EDUCATION IN THE FULLNESS OF HUMANITY  
McAuley Catholic High School, Doncaster - Headteacher, John Rooney shares details of two important 

initiatives that have begun at the school, continued from page 7

Belonging

The People Behind the 
Society of St Vincent de Paul
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Dear Hallam News reader,

Life with severe cataracts was not easy for five-year-old Sesan, 
living in Nigeria, West Africa. Unable to see, this bright boy could 
not play with friends, help at home or go to school. He faced a 
bleak future.

Now, thanks to CBM supporters, his life has been transformed by  
a 45-minute cataract surgery. He can play, learn and one day work 
and earn his way out of poverty. 

It is heart-breaking to know that there are still so many children 
living in poverty around the world, whose sight could be so easily 
restored. Children like Theo are blinded by cataracts, but their 
families cannot afford the £95 cost of surgery. So these children 
have no choice but to live in darkness.

You can change that with a gift to CBM right now. Give before  
14th May 2019 and every £1 you donate to our See the Way 
appeal will be doubled by the UK government.

This means that if you can give £95 for one child’s surgery today, 
two children could have their sight restored.

Your gift today could help twice the number of children  
See the Way to a brighter future.

God bless you,

 

Rebecca Molyneux 
CBM Programme Manager

How it works

Help people in the world’s poorest places 
See the Way to a brighter future - give 
before 14th May 2019 and every £1 you 
donate to our See the Way appeal will 
be doubled by the UK government.

Theo

Two-year-old Theo cannot explore his world 
due to his cataracts. Your gift could transform 
his life and give him a brighter future.

Help people in the world’s poorest places 
See the Way to a brighter future - give 
before 14th May 2019 and every £1 you 
donate to our See the Way appeal will be 
doubled by the UK government.
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Please return this form to: Freepost Plus RSKK-HXAX-CYGZ, CBM,  
Oakington Business Park, Dry Drayton Road, Oakington, Cambridge CB24 3DQ

Yes, I want to donate to help twice as many blind children like Theo.

I will give:  £95    My choice amount of: ___________

Title:  First Name:  Surname:   

Address: 

 Postcode:   

If you are a UK taxpayer and if 
you tick the Gift Aid box when 
you make a donation, HMRC 
will add an extra 25p for every 
pound you donate.

 I want to Gift Aid my donation 
and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 
years to Christian Blind Mission. I 
am a UK taxpayer and understand 
that if I pay less Income Tax or 
Capitals Gains Tax than the amount 
of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.

We will need your name and 
address to claim the additional 
25% of your donation from  
Gift Aid.

Increase the value 
of your gift by 25%

  I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher made out to CBM or
 Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro Card/CAF Card 

Card holder’s name: 

Card number:                     Expiry date: M M / Y  Y   

security number:    signature:       Date:   /   /   
3-digit Cardholder’s

Call 0800 567 7000 to 
make your donation 
today. THANK YOU.

Public donations will support CBM’s work preventing blindness and transforming lives wherever the need is greatest. Match funding from the UK government will improve access 
to sight-saving eye-health services in Rwanda. 

We will send you an update on Theo’s surgery. 
We’d love to keep you informed about our life-changing work and how you can  
support it by making a donation. By giving your email address or phone number  
below you give CBM UK consent to contact you using these methods:

Phone:   Email:    
We like to contact our supporters with postal fundraising messages and updates from the projects we 
support. If you do NOT want to receive such messages from CBM UK in the future please contact us on 
01223 484700 or email info@cbmuk.org.uk. You can update your contact preferences or unsubscribe 
at any time. You can view our privacy policy at www.cbmuk.org.uk/privacy.
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Welcome to the Children’s Liturgy Section
This month we are looking at the events in Holy Week starting with Palm Sunday or 
Passion Sunday.  
We also hear about the Last Supper and Jesus washing the feet of his friends.  We also

hear about Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane, when he prayed to his Father.  He was
then arrested by the Temple guards and taken to the High Priests for questioning, before
being given over to the Romans to crucify on Good Friday.  
Finally, we hear on Easter Sunday, that Jesus has risen from the dead.  Alleluia!

Easter Prayer
(From Cafod website)

Risen Christ, we praise you and give
you thanks for your glory as we 

celebrate your resurrection today.
Fill our hearts with your love, 
so that we too may renew 
the face of the earth.

Amen.
There are many more Easter prayers
featured on the CAFOD website
(www.cafod.org.uk).

Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, 
Good Friday, Easter Sunday

I wonder which day you like the best?

............................................

............................................

I wonder if we can miss any of the
days and still have all we need to 
understand Holy Week?

............................................

............................................

I wonder on which day you feel 
closest to Jesus?

............................................

............................................

Jesus entered Jerusalem so that he and his
friends could celebrate the feast of the

Passover.  Most people were excited to see
Jesus and celebrated by waving palms 

and calling his name.  
Listen to the Gospel on Palm Sunday and then
draw your own picture in the space above.  
Try to use some words that you hear 
in the Gospel today in your picture.  

The Gospel for Palm Sunday is Luke 19: 28-40.

In the space below, draw your own 
picture of the tomb and the people
who visited it, Mary Magdalene and
Peter.  They arrived very early in the
morning on the day that Jesus rose
from the dead.  
Jesus is risen – Alleluia!

Jesus Enters Jerusalem

Jesus is Risen!  Alleluia!

High Priest
Pontius Pilate
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Bell & Buxton Solicitors - respected experts in commercial, personal and notarial law.
PERSONAL SERVICES
Including:
Conveyancing/Residential Property
Wills, Probate & Elderly Client
Inheritance and Wills Disputes
Abuse of Elderly & Court of Protection
Tax Planning & Trusts
Family & Childcare
Notary Services for Individuals

COMMERCIAL SERVICES
Including:

Commercial Property
Commercial Litigation

Company & Business Law
Employment Law

Intellectual Property
Charities and Social Enterprise
Notary Services for Business

GET IN TOUCH TODAY FOR A NO OBLIGATION, CONFIDENTIAL DISCUSSION ABOUT
YOUR BUSINESS OR PERSONAL LEGAL NEEDS
Telegraph House, High Street, Sheffield, S1 2GA. (0114) 2495969
www.bellbuxton.co.uk

Charles Neal Mary Butler

continued from page 8
in Paris to  provide the 17th century ver-
sion of a foodbank; to provide refuges for
the homeless and orphaned; to establish
charities that would help better the con-
ditions for the sick, elderly, prisoners
and galley slaves.  The last was obviously
close to Vincent’s heart and he is reputed
to have raised sufficient money to free
4,000 slaves. 
In providing for the poor he used his or-
ganisational skills to bring together a
“charity” of ladies, who would look after
the sick and poor in their parish.  One of
the ‘ladies’ was Louise de Marillac, her-
self dedicated to helping improve the
conditions and lives of the poor.
Together on 29 November, 1633, they
founded the Company of the Daughters
of Charity, and thereafter the care and

training of the Sisters became Louise’s
life work.  Vincent and Louise worked to-
gether as a team.  Vincent provided the
original vision of service of the poor, a vi-
sion shaped by the love of Jesus Christ.
We will learn more about the life and
works of St Louise de Marillac in the next
instalment.
Vincent’s influence was spreading and
he was being recognised for his abilities
to influence and improve the training of
priests.  The Archbishop of Paris asked
him to train diocesan seminarians and St
Lazare became one of the great focuses
of spiritual renewal in France.
Vincent carried on his work well into his
later life, dying in 1660.  He was canon-
ised in 1737 and declared ‘the patron
saint of charitable works’.

The People Behind the 
Society of St Vincent de Paul 

For more information about Pilgrimages to Medjugorje
in June and October, contact Pete Marshall, 

07807 955836, petesuemarshall@googlemail.com


