
St Wilfrid’s Centre for the
homeless and vulnerable in
Sheffield recently celebrated

a great milestone with the an-
nouncement of having raised over
£1m towards the target of £1.8m to
build a residential unit to work in
conjunction with the day centre.  
The fundraising appeal was launched
in March 2013 and Director, Kevin
Bradley said, “At the time people were
a little bit sceptical and at first gave
me strange looks when I said we had
to raise £1.8m.  The financial climate
was the worst it could be.  However, I
can honestly say that I have not lost a
minute’s sleep about raising the money
and sincerely believe that when the
hand of God is behind a snowball then
no man on earth is going to stop it
rolling.”
The idea of the residential has caught
the imagination of people throughout
the country and Kevin was even in-
vited to speak at the House of Com-
mons to outline the project.  The idea
is to house people for up to two years
and during that time the clients would
take part in classes at the adjacent day
centre to improve their social, inde-
pendence and employable skills.
Courses at the Centre are delivered in
cookery, numeracy, literacy, comput-
ing and workshop activities.  During
the final months of their tenancy at
the residential clients would be helped
to move into council or housing associ-
ation accommodation and given out-
reach support.  
Kevin added, “At the moment there is
not enough support available in many
cases to help them sustain their ten-
ancy.  People often move into an empty
flat with no furniture and no money
and many suffer from mental health
problems.  After a couple of weeks they
start to panic when bills come through
the door, which they may not be able
to read.  They get frightened and run
away, drifting from town to town.  This
helps perpetuate the problem of home-
lessness and is replicated throughout
the country.  If we can help people in
this way, the problem could be drasti-
cally reduced.”
St Wilfrid’s has received a great deal

of media attention recently and past
appearances on Secret Millionaire and
People’s Millions have been followed
by a cameo performance on Sports Re-
lief in March 2014.  The programme
for Sports Relief broadcast on BBC1
portrayed the Centre in a very
favourable light as ‘Made in Chelsea’
celebrity, Jamie Laing visited.  
Many celebrities have pledged their al-
legiance, the latest being actor Do-
minic West who agreed to become an
Ambassador.  

The ex Sheffield United and England
international footballer, Tony Currie
continues his valued support.  Many
celebrities are involved with the Cen-
tre, the latest being snooker star Ken
Doherty, who visited while competing
at the world championship snooker fi-
nals in Sheffield.  
Kevin continued, “It is amazing that
we have raised over £1m but we still
have a way to go.  I am extremely
grateful to all who have contributed to
the fund, however big or small, to the

individual giver, the company or char-
itable trust.  Everyone is appreciated
and they are all part of St Wilfrid’s.
Why not help us show the rest of the
country what can be done for homeless
and vulnerable people without govern-
ment funds.  Nothing is impossible to
a willing heart.”
Anyone interested in donating to the
St Wilfrid’s residential project, please
contact Kevin on 0114 2555720 or
email him on kevin.bradley@stwilfrid-
scentre.org.

THANKS A MILLION

SEE PAGE 4 FOR RESULTS OF THE ST WILFRID’S CENTRE ST GEORGE’S DAY RAFFLE
Photograph courtesy of Sheffield Newspapers
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CONSENT FORMSCONSENT FORMS
In order to comply with National and Diocesan Safeguarding Guidelines all pho-
tographs of children sent to the Hallam News for publication must be accompa-
nied by the official Diocesan consent form.

This month the diocesan rota for Exposition
of the Blessed Sacrament is as follows:
1    Ascension
8    Pentecost
15 St Mary, Edlington.
22 St Joseph, Handsworth.
29   Our Lady and St James, Worsborough.

Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament this Month

What’s on in June
1 Deadline for articles for next 

issue of the Hallam News.

4 Hallam Ascent Group meet at 
St Francis of Assisi Church,  
Sandygate Road, Sheffield, 
S10 5SD, 1.45pm for a talk by 
Fr Greaves from Darlington, 
‘The Ordinariate of Our Lady 
of Walsingham Explained’.  
For more information tel: 0114 
2306797, email:ascent@jn
green.plus.com, website: 
hallamascent.weebly.com.

6 Charity Evening for St Luke’s 
Hospice at St Theresa’s Parish 
Hall, Prince of Wales Road, 
Sheffield, S2 1EY, 8pm.  Live 
music with The Cadillacs, 
bring your own food and drink.  
Tickets £2, contact Mrs 
Catherine Fitzpatrick 0114 
2339044.

6 Social Evening and Bingo at 
St Vincent’s Catholic Men’s 
Club, Solly Street, Sheffield, 
S1 4BA, 8pm.

7 Charity Race Night for the 
SVP Furniture Store (see 
page 4).

10 Mass and talk on the Church 
in China with Fr Eamonn 
O’Brien at St Vincent’s 
Catholic Men’s Society Club, 
Solly Street, Sheffield, 8pm.

10 Sheffield Branch Walsingham 
Association serves refresh
ments after 12.45pm Mass at 
St Marie’s Cathedral, 
Sheffield.

11 Irish Tea Dance with live 
music at Mother of God parish 
centre, Abbeydale Road, 
Sheffield, S7 1DX, 1-3.30pm.  
Everyone welcome.  For more 
details contact Gerry, tel: 0114 
2618788, mobile 07544979686. 

11 Chesterfield Bereavement 
Support Group Drop-in/coffee 
morning, 10.30am-12noon, 
The Annunciation Centre, 
Chesterfield.

14 Latin Mass (1962 Rite) at St 
Marie’s Cathedral, Sheffield, 
10am.

15 Latin Mass (1962 Rite) and 
Pilgrimage to Padley Chapel, 
Derbyshire,  1pm.  Contact 
Mr Anthony Fitzpatrick 
0114 2332801.

20 Solemn Mass in honour of the 
Blessed Sacrament (1962 Rite) 
with  Haydn ‘Little Organ’ 
Mass with the Eckington 
Singers, St Theresa’s Church, 
Prince of Wales Road, 
Sheffield, S2 1EY, 7.30pm.

24 Irish Night with the Shamrock 
Band, St Vincent’s Catholic 
Men’s Society Club, Solly 
Street, Sheffield, S1 4BA, 
8.30pm.

24 Sheffield Branch Walsingham 
Association serves refresh
ments after 12.45pm Mass at 
St Marie’s Cathedral, 
Sheffield.

Hallam News is the monthly newspaper of the Diocese of Hallam 
Editor: Marian Bolton.  Address: Hallam News, Hallam Pastoral Centre, 
St Charles Street, Sheffield, S9 3WU.  Tel: 0114 2566406.  Fax: 0114 2562673.
E-mail: hallamnews@hallam-diocese.com.  Publication:  fourth Sunday of the
month dated for the following month.  Publishers: CathCom Ltd.

Bereavement SupportBereavement Support
Sheffield Bereavement Support at St Marie's Cathedral is available on request.
Telephone: 0114 2722522 or e-mail: office@stmariecathedral.org giving your con-
tact details and a support volunteer will respond.

Saturday, 14 June 
Hilton Double Tree, Chesterfield By-Pass (at the top of Meadowhead)

The 6th Annual Diocesan Dinner and Dance takes place on Saturday, 
14 June.  The evening comprises of a five-course meal, music and the
grand prize draw, with a first prize of £1000 and a second prize of a 

holiday in Austria (excluding flights).  
The proceeds will go to various diocesan charities including the Diocese of
Hallam Bethlehem Fund, St Bernard’s Catholic School Lesotho project,

HCPT Sheffield and Doncaster ‘Life’ Shop.  
This is a great evening with excellent food and a chance to make some
money for some very worthwhile causes.  Why not get a group of friends
together and come along.  Tickets cost £32.50 per person, and are 
available from any of the following: Joe McNally on 0114 236 4076; 
Liz Mason on 0114 255 1493; Dr Sandra Brinkley on 0114 230 4286; 
Dr Des Keating on 0114 230 2033 or Kevin Kerrigan on 01302 865348.

THETHE HILLIARDHILLIARD ENSEMBLEENSEMBLE
CELEBRATESCELEBRATES 40 40 YEARSYEARS

THURSDAYTHURSDAY 19 19 JUNEJUNE, 7.30, 7.30PMPM
St Marie’s Cathedral will be the site of another grand music event
as it hosts the world renowned Hilliard Ensemble’s performance,

part of its farewell tour.
This is also the last opportunity to see them in Sheffield, as it is
their farewell tour.  It is a wonderful event in the life of our 
cathedral.  The Hilliard Ensemble has revelled in the 
combination of old and new, sacred and secular music.

TICKETS:  Call 0114 2233777 or visit www.stmariecathedral.org.
Booking fees apply, concessions unavailable.

There will be no tickets on the door.
Due to the huge demand we strongly recommend early booking.

DIOCESAN CHARITY DIOCESAN CHARITY 
DINNER AND DANCEDINNER AND DANCE
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Bell & Buxton Solicitors - experts in 
commercial and personal law. 

COMMERCIAL SERVICES
Including:
Commercial Property
Commercial Litigation
Company & Business Law
Employment Law
Intellectual Property
Charities and Social Enterprise

Telegraph House, High Street, Sheffield, S1 2GA. (0114) 2495969      
w w w. b e l l b u x t o n . c o . u k

PERSONAL SERVICES
Including:
Conveyancing/Residential Property
Wills, Probate & Elderly Client
Inheritance and Wills Disputes
Abuse of Elderly & Court of Protection
Tax Planning & Trusts
Family & Childcare

Charles Neal

Mary Butler

GET IN TOUCH TODAY FOR A NO OBLIGATION, 
CONFIDENTIAL DISCUSSION ABOUT YOUR 
BUSINESS OR PERSONAL LEGAL NEEDS.

40 40 DAYSDAYS FORFOR LIFELIFE ININ THETHE DIOCESEDIOCESE OFOF HALLAMHALLAM

During the season of Lent, the campaign "40 Days
for Life" was organised in the Diocese by three young
adults from the Cathedral Parish of St Marie’s in
Sheffield.  
The campaign consisted of a peaceful, prayerful vigil
outside an abortion clinic during 12 hours on 4 days
every week during Lent (pictured above with Bishop
John and Fr Len May).  The venue was the Danum
Lodge abortion clinic in Doncaster where approxi-
mately 5000 babies are aborted every year.  

The campaign brought together more than a hun-
dred people of all ages from all over the Diocese, from
different parishes and groups, and was a great suc-
cess.  During the Campaign people gathered to-
gether in the vigil 574 times and during the course
of the Campaign over 17 parishes were visited.
There have already been wonderful effects and fruits
of the campaign and a greater awareness amongst
the local community of Doncaster as to what goes on
in this clinic.  

The organisers commented, “We thank all those in-
volved, the volunteers, priests, sisters, the LIFE
movement of Doncaster and all who showed their
support for the campaign during the time of Lent.
We continue to stand up to defend those who cannot
speak for themselves, to promote and defend Life
and to reach out to support all those who suffer and
are effected through abortion.”  
A summary of the campaign can be seen at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oUal5473weg. 

Pro-Life Witness at Meadowhall
Pro-life activists in South Yorkshire joined the Society for the Protection of Un-
born Children’s annual 'human chain' to commemorate the passing of the 1967
Abortion Act at Meadowhall on Saturday, 26 April.  Despite it being a holiday
week 20 people turned up to put across the simple and shocking message that
560 children are aborted in this country every day.  Unusually there was no neg-
ative reaction, perhaps because that figure speaks for itself.
If you would like to know more about joining the Society for the Protection of
Unborn Children and pro-life work in Hallam, contact 07815820052.

Mass of the Resurrection

On Friday, 2 May, Bishop John joined staff and pupils of St Bernard’s Catholic
High School, Rotherham to celebrate Mass.  The whole school came together in
the sports hall to celebrate this Mass of the Risen Christ.
Pictured above with Bishop John are David Butler, head teacher and two stu-
dents who were servers.
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St George’s Community Day 
at St Wilfrid’s Centre

The Lord Mayor of Sheffield, Vickie Priestley,
opened the recent St George’s Community event
at St Wilfrid’s Centre, Sheffield.  
People came from all walks of life from across the
city, including politicians and business leaders,
to join in the celebration.  The event, which in-
cluded an English buffet, singing and dancing
with Sheffield City Morris Dancers, was a great
success. 

Visiting sporting celebrities included the leg-
endary Tony Currie and star player, Harry
Maguire from Sheffield United, as well as
snooker veteran, Ken Doherty, fresh from the
World Championship, who presided at the raffle
draw.
Pictured on the left, Patrick, one of the clients,
and Helen, PA to the Director, join in with the
Sheffield City Morris Dancers.

Raffle Prize Winners
1st prize Private box at Owlerton Stadium 07024 V Wright
2nd prize Straw picnic basket luxury hamper 00536 Fay
3rd prize Two-course meal for two people at Cross Scythes 05338 Fr J Cooke
4th prize Signed shirt from Sheffield United 06767 S Gomez
5th prize Signed shirts from Sheffield Wednesday 05194 R Meldrum
6th prize Football referee shirt signed by Howard Webb, Referee 00586 A Quinn
7th prize Pair of Sheffield Wednesday match tickets 01569 A Martin
8th prize Voucher for £30 for Love and Best Wishes Gift Shop 05207 Tom
9th prize Luxury duo of hairstyling products 00337 M Canty
10th prize £10 voucher for R&J Quality Butchers 02837 M Pritchard
Bonus prize Pair of SPA 1877 vouchers 04994 S Cartwright

Photograph courtesy of Sheffield Newspapers

High Sheriff’s AwardHigh Sheriff’s Award

St Wilfrid’s Centre was privileged to receive a
High Sheriff’s Award for valuable and devoted
service to the community from Lady Ruby Sykes
earlier in April.
As one of her final acts as the High Sheriff of
South Yorkshire, Lady Ruby chose to present the

Award to St Wilfrid’s as she was so impressed
with the work they do.  As Centre Director,
Kevin Bradley was away, the Award was pre-
sented to Charles Gillespie of St Wilfrid’s Man-
agement Committee.  He is pictured above with
Lady Ruby Sykes.

Roman Catholic and Church 
of England Bishops in Joint
Visit to Chesterfield Foodbank
Bishop John and the Rt
Revd Humphrey Southern,
the Bishop of Repton, visited
the Chesterfield Foodbank
in early April.  The visit was
in response to the Cardinal
Archbishop of Westminster
and the Archbishop of Can-
terbury’s invitation to Chris-
tians to come together to
pray and to support Chris-
tian social action over Pas-
siontide.
They offered prayer and
support for the 60 volun-
teers from all denomina-
tions who have helped feed
1364 people (905 adults and
459 children) since the food-
bank opened its doors in
June, 2013.
The project is led by ‘The
Order of the Black Sheep’ a
Fresh Expression of Church,
but involves churches and
community groups spread
across Chesterfield and sur-
rounding areas and is part
of the Trussell Trust net-
work.
The Trussell Trust is a
Christian charity that
launches foodbanks to pro-
vide three days’ nutrition-
ally balanced,  non-
perishable food to people in
crisis.  
More information about the
Trussell Trust is available

on their website
www.trusselltrust.org.
Bishop Humphrey Southern
said, “Christians are taught
to love our neighbours, and
particularly to care for those
who are in need.  Foodbanks
are practical expressions of
that love in action.  They
also – by their very exis-
tence – ask a sharp question
of society, ‘What are we
doing wrong that makes
foodbanks necessary?’”
Bishop John said, “Granted
that in a country like ours
most certainly there should
be no need for such things as
foodbanks, it is wonderful
that in the present circum-
stances there are such
things as foodbanks and
those who contribute to
them; and those who work
at them deserve the grateful
thanks of the rest of the
community as well as of the
recipients.  May God bless
everyone concerned.”
For more information about
the Order of the Black
Sheep, visit their website
www.theorderoftheblack-
sheep.com.
Bishop John is pictured at
the Chesterfield Foodbank
with Bishop Humphrey
Southern and one of the vol-
unteers.

FFuunnddrraaiisseerr  ffoorr  
FFuurrnniittuurree  SSttoorree

The Catholic Men’s Society continue with their
fundraising efforts and are holding a fun ‘Race Night’
at the Catholic Men’s Society Clubrooms, Solly Street,
Sheffield on Saturday, 7 June, starting at 7.30pm
prompt.
The event is in support of St Vincent’s Furniture Store,
and the proceeds will go towards their ‘New Van Fund’.
The evening will include a silent auction and raffle.  Ad-
mission £3, which includes a free bet.  
For tickets and further information contact Dave
Wagland on 0114 2819576 or contact the Furniture
Store on 0114 2703994.



WHY NOT GETWHY NOT GET
THE HALLAM NEWSTHE HALLAM NEWS
DELIVERED DIRECTDELIVERED DIRECT
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You can now have The Hallam NewsThe Hallam News
delivered directly to your door for only £12 per
year for 1 issue per month (12 issues per year) 

Please make payments payable to 
Bellcourt Limited, 

N2 Blois Meadow Business Centre, Steeple
Bumpstead, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 7BN
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Two Big Days for Two Big Days for 
Diocesan Teaching AssistantDiocesan Teaching Assistant
On New Year’s Eve, former Diocesan
InReality Team Leader, Grace Boy-
field married fiancé, Alex McLoughlin.
A Nuptial Mass was held at St
Joseph's Church, Retford where the
celebrants were Fr John Cooke and Fr
Bill Bergin.
Grace's second big day came in March

at St Mary's University,Twickenham,
where she collected her Foundation
Degree in Youth Ministry.
Graduate Grace has now settled into
married life with husband Alex in the
Parish of St Alban’s, Denaby Main and
works as a teaching assistant at Holy
Family Academy, Stainforth.

A former member of Holy Rood Parish in Barnsley was ordained to the priest-
hood on Saturday, 26 April at St Chad’s Church, Manchester.
Fr Boyle, Parish Priest, said, “We thank God for the ordination as Priest of
Richard Bailey from Holy Rood Parish on 26th April.  Bishop Brain performed
the ceremony with 30 priests in a packed (500+) church, where Fr Richard is a
member of the Oratory.  Several parishioners from Holy Rood attended the or-
dination.”  Fr Richard is pictured above with his Mum.

Holy Rood Parishioner 
Ordained in Manchester
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HOLY WEEK ON THE WYBOURN, SHEFFIELDHOLY WEEK ON THE WYBOURN, SHEFFIELD

During Good Friday and Holy Saturday, some
young adults from the Cathedral Church of St
Marie’s in Sheffield organised activities, fun

and games for children on the Wybourn estate in
Sheffield.  The Parish of St Oswald´s was used as the

venue and on both days there were activities for chil-
dren.  On the Saturday they gathered to hear the
Easter story and the activities ended with an Easter
egg hunt and a raffle.  Altogether, 70 children par-
ticipated and over 20 young adults offered their sup-

port during the days.
Everyone involved deserves great thanks and a spe-
cial thanks to Emmaus Catholic and Church of Eng-
land School, and to Sr Rosemary and Sr Ann at St
Oswald’s.

Chaplaincy in St Mary’s School

The Chaplaincy Team led by Sr Bernadette Doherty at St
Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Chesterfield is going from
strength to strength.  The school now has an Outreach Proj-
ect supporting the Nano Nagle Nursery School in India.
Their prayer life is developing through exploring different
forms of praying, including meditation, journaling and Lec-
tio Divina.
Following the establishment of the Children’s Chaplaincy

Team, which comprises of Amy, Bradley, Grace, Hollie,
Loretta and Michelle, the project has now extended to in-
clude an Adults’ Chaplaincy Team.  This team involves
school staff, governors, teachers and the neighbouring St
Joseph’s Nursery School.
Pictured above, the sacred space at St Mary’s School; above
right, the Nano Nagle Nursery School in India: a work in
progress; right, nursery children in their new uniform.
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Children of Holy Rood
Catholic Primary School,
Barnsley, performed a musi-

cal version of the story of Noah.  
Headteacher, John Gregson, said, “Re-
ally well done to the incredibly tal-
ented children in classes 3 and 4 for
their brilliant production of ‘Rock the
Boat’ - a musical based on the story of
Noah.  
“Their acting, singing, costumes and
everything about it was just fantastic
to see.  The children were a real credit
to themselves, the school and their
families.  They not just thoroughly en-
joyed doing it, but there was also such
a lovely ambience and atmosphere that
made it extra special.  
“A huge thank you to all the staff in-
volved for their weeks of hard work
and professionalism in getting the chil-
dren to perform so well.  It doesn’t just
happen by ‘magic’ and we really appre-
ciate all the very hard work entailed. 
“Thank you to everyone who donated
so generously to Barnsley Hospice and
helped us raise £133.52.”

Noah’s Ark 
Production

WORK BEGINS ON THE RESTORATIONWORK BEGINS ON THE RESTORATION
OF BARLBOROUGH HALL GAZEBOOF BARLBOROUGH HALL GAZEBO

Major work has begun to restore and
develop the historic gazebo at Der-
byshire’s Barlborough Hall School. 
The grade II* listed building that

neighbours the main old hall at Barl-
borough has been empty and unused
since the 1950s but, thanks to support
from English Heritage, the gazebo will  

Barlborough Hall School’s young ten-
nis ace, Liana Sharratt-Blanksby, is
taking the tennis scene by storm after
winning her first two county competi-
tions in quick succession.
The seven-year-old, who attends three
coaching sessions a week and practises
every day, is on a roll after winning the
competitions.  
First she won the Under 8s David
Lloyd York County Tour Event, win-
ning an impressive 8 out of 8 games
and beating her opponent 10-2 in the
final.  She then went on to win the
Under 8s David Lloyd Nottingham
County Tour Event and again won all
her games and beat her opponent 10-3
in the final.
Liana is coached by Yorkshire accom-
plished player and coach, Dave Mar-
ray, who is the brother of 2012
Wimbledon doubles winner Jonny
Marray.  Liana plays for the Hal-
lamshire Tennis Club’s Academy for

Aspiring Tennis players and also at-
tends the Nottingham Performance
Academy.
Nic Boyes, Headteacher at independ-
ent Jesuit school Barlborough Hall,
said, “Liana has a real talent for tennis
and we are all incredibly proud of her
recent achievements.”
Mum, Davina Sharratt, added, “We al-
ways knew she had a talent from the
age of four when we bought her a
swingball and she spent the whole of
the summer practising.  Liana has a
real focus that is rare in someone of
that age.  While she is small in stature
when she’s on court she becomes so fo-
cused that it surprises us all.  We’re so
proud of her.”
Liana hopes to follow in the footsteps
of her dad, Paul Blanksby who, as a
former professional squash and racket
ball player, gained a long list of na-
tional and international titles during
his career.  

Barlborough Hall School Pupil 
Takes Tennis Scene by Storm

now be restored to its former glory and
turned into additional learning space.
The gazebo adjoins the Elizabethan
mansion that was originally designed
by the famed architect, Robert Smyth-
son, who also designed Hardwick Hall,
near Chesterfield. Barlborough Hall,
set on the edge of the village of Barl-
borough, was the seat of the Rodes
family until the 1930s and has been
home to Barlborough Hall School for
the last 75 years.
Malcolm Lucas, Facilities Director at
Barlborough Hall School, said, “It’s an
exciting and important time for the
school.  The project has been a long
time in the planning.  Thanks to strong
support from English Heritage and
lots of work behind the scenes we have
been able to secure 80% funding to
make it all happen.  The project

started over Easter and will take place
over the coming months.”
The £170,000 project will include care-
ful restoration of the original architec-
ture and the development of the
building so that it can be used as a
classroom.  The school, an independent
Catholic school, teaches children aged
between three and 11.  Work will in-
clude a new roof, repairs to the stone
walls, doors and window frames and
the repair of plaster floors.  It will also
include the specialist repair of an or-
nate plaster chimney piece and the
glazing of some windows, as well as
the installation of power and light.
While Barlborough Hall School main-
tains its historic character, it also
boasts modern facilities including a
swimming pool, dance studio, theatre
and specialist classrooms.

Barlborough Hall School

Members of the cast of
‘Rock the Boat’



of Fidelity
The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the

community of Ignation spirituality.
Daliy Mass is the centre of community
life.  By wearing the religious habit we
are witnesses to the consecrated way of
life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how,  contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46 wel-
comed.

COVENT OF OUR LADY OF
FIDELITY
Central Hill, Upper Norwood,              
LONDON SE19 1RS
Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001
Ministers of Religion
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TangneyTangney ToursTours
Pilgrimages 1974 - 2014Pilgrimages 1974 - 2014

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: info@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

5126 ABTA No.Y5280

19 – 23 May - £399
30 May – 2 June - £375   

29 August – 1 September - £399 
Free Single Room

26 September – 3 October - £540
3 October – 10 October - £540

Free Single Room
These off ers are subject to availability and 

confi rmation at the time of booking. Based on 
3 star Beau Site or similar.

Lourdes Air off ers in 2014
Direct from Stansted

St
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The Holy Land
15th - 22nd September 7 nights for £1250pp  

half board tour including fl ights 
Staying in Tiberias, Bethlehem & Jerusalem.

Fatima
6 Night Pilgrimage - 11th - 17th May 

10th - 16th September & 11th - 17th October
From £589pp

4 night pilgrimage - 11th - 15th August 
From £479pp

Special 3 night pilgrimage from London & 
Liverpool 20th - 23rd June - From £399pp

Contact us for all your 
pilgrimage requirements

PILGRIMAGES TO
MEDJUGORJE

A personal reflection on Medjugorje from 
Deacon Peter Marshall

In recent times, I don’t think that
there have been many issues that have
caused more discussion within the
Catholic community than the alleged
apparitions of Our Lady at Medjugorje.
Hardly a publication goes by without
some expert or other voicing an opin-
ion.  Some opinions are pro some anti,
not surprisingly the anti lobby seem to
be more vociferous than the pro lobby.
Personally I welcome opinion and de-
bate, but wonder if the right and
Christian approach shouldn’t be to
prayerfully and respectfully await the
outcome of the Vatican commission on
the subject. 
I say alleged apparitions because I
want to keep an open mind on the sub-
ject and await the Vatican’s decision.
And although Sue, my wife, and I have
been pilgrimage group leaders to Med-
jugorje for a number of years, if I was
asked whether Our Lady is appearing,
I would have to say truthfully I don’t
know, I have no proof for Our Lady
hasn’t appeared to me personally.  But
I do believe in the apparitions because
I want to believe, some may not want
to believe, whilst others may want to
believe but need signs.  This seems to
me no different to the faith struggle in
general.  Something I often ponder
though: how could those six young vi-

sionaries live such a lie, if it is a lie, for
thirty plus years, most of their life,
without one of them breaking rank;
and yet when you see and speak to
them, they are so full of joy, how could
they carry the burden of deceit of 30
million plus pilgrims so joyfully?  I also
believe in the many things that I have
seen and heard, things that have hap-
pened in people’s lives as well as to me
and my family, how can I not believe?
So much to ponder and I wonder if all
these experiences are too many and too
much to be coincidence?
My own experience started in the late
1990’s.  I was that typical “Sunday
Catholic”, last in first out at Mass.  I
think that I wanted to do more within
the church, but I was just too busy to
get involved.  Two things happened
about the same time, firstly I was
asked to consider becoming a Deacon.
Having no idea what a Deacon was, it
didn’t take too much research for me to
realise this wasn’t for me.  The second
thing was that we both decided to go
on a pilgrimage.  My idea was Lourdes,
Sue had other ideas and we went to
Medjugorje.  That first pilgrimage was
a washout, it never stopped raining.
We went twice more and I was coming
to the conclusion it wasn’t for me, I got
nothing out of it and importantly it

was costing me a week’s holiday each
year.  Why we kept going I have no
idea and why we both felt suddenly
compelled to become facilitators for
first time pilgrims is still a mystery.
Although we didn’t notice anything
ourselves we have been told by family
and friends that they could see a
change in us.  Looking back I realise
that I am becoming a different person.
I know that I’m not there yet and I
think that this is the key to why we
keep returning.  It is as though each
year we are given another piece of the
jigsaw puzzle to work on.  It isn’t easy,
a lot of the changes have certainly not
been easy. 
I’m a big believer in speaking as you
find.  Medjugorje is many things to
many people; for some it’s where
Heaven meets earth, for others it’s Our
Lady’s school of prayer, yet for others
it will be the issue that will split the
Catholic Church.  Whatever, I believe
that “speaking as you find” is not a bad
idea, so why not make the pilgrimage
and see for yourself.  Importantly go
with an open mind.  I’m convinced that
you too will then have an informed
opinion, a tale or two to tell, and plenty
to ponder.



Jesuitvocations.org.uk

The �rst step is personal dialogue, when 
the other person speaks and shares his or 
her joys, hopes and concerns. 

Pope Francis

Roman Catholic priests and brothers since 1540

    

ocations.org.ukesuitvJ

.ns hopes and concer,, hopes and concerysher jo
the other person speaks and shares his or 

gue,The �rst step is personal dialoThe �rst step is personal dialogue,

 

ocations.org.uk

ope FrancisP

the other person speaks and shares his or 
hen  wgue,gue, w

June 2014 HALLAM NEWS Page Nine

St Vincent’s CMS Catholic Club
Solly Street, Sheffield, S1 4BA

Saturday 7th June 2014 - Time: 7.30pm
Charity Race Night for SVP Furniture Store
Tuesday 10th June 2014 - Time: 8.00pm
Mass & Talk on the Church in China 

Tuesday 24th June 2014 - Time: 8.30pm
Irish Night with The Shamrock Band

Available for Parties, Charity Events, Weddings, Funerals,
Baptisms and 1st Communion celebrations 

Fully licensed bar and External Caterers Available
Tel: 0114 272 7360/0114 233 2801/Mob: 07977 327817

Email: cmssheffield@gmail.com

Elizabeth Bishop
Freelance Florist & 

Nafas Area Demonstrator
Available for Weddings, Corporate, 
Funerals, Flower Demonstrations

& After Dinner Speaker
Website  www.junglebloom.com 

& on facebook

Tel  (H) 0114 2350005
(M) 07946186198

Prices to suit any budget

Joe Walsh Tours  |  www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk  |  
0203 468 0617  |  0161 820 8790  |  0151 909 2871  |  
0292 000 3865  |  0141 530 5060  |  
Bonded and Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  

LOURDES
PILGRIMAGES 2014

DIOCESE OF LEEDS 
11 July  |  6 nights  |  from Leeds

DIOCESE OF DUNKELD  
11 July  |  7 nights  |  from Edinburgh

£
from £629

pps

£
from £699

pps

ARCHDIOCESE OF GLASGOW  
18 July  |  7 nights  |  from Glasgow

£
from £719

pps

ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL  
25 July  |  7 nights  |  from Liverpool

WELSH NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE 
27 July  |  5 nights  |  from Cardiff

DIOCESE OF SALFORD 
1 August  |  6 nights  |  from Manchester

£
from £689

pps

£
from £599

pps

£
from £625

pps

2 September  |  5 nights  
£

from £579
pps
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Family Focus ProjectFamily Focus Project
Parenting
Course

Seven people, including two couples
and a mother in law/grandma, at-
tended a course delivered by Diocesan
Family Support Worker, Laura Ren-
dell, at Kiveton Park.
One of the parents, Beth Holmes, had
contacted the Caring Services about a
course because her parent had at-
tended one many years earlier and rec-
ommended it.  Hallam Caring Services
was pleased to be able to provide par-
ticipants with free handbooks, cour-
tesy of a grant from the Garfield
Weston Foundation.
Feedback from the group was enthusi-
astic about the positive changes that
had occurred in their relationships
with their children.  Particular men-
tion was made of the value of listening
for feelings, offering reasonable choices
and spending time with their children.
Many Diocesan schools now have
trained staff to deliver similar courses. 
For more information please contact
Susan Tym, tel: 0114 2554790, email:
suetym@btconnect.com or Laura Ren-
dell, tel: 07825449306, email: l.ren-
dell@live.co.uk.

Participants in the Parenting Course at Kiveton Park with 
Laura Rendell, back left, Family Support Worker

The Catholic Grandparents Asso-
ciation was formally launched in
England and Wales on 9 May in

Westminster.  The event was attended
by a number of diocesan Bishops,
along with grandparents from local
groups and parishes. 
The Association, which is operating in
many countries already and faithful to
its mission to keep prayer at the heart
of the family and passing on the faith,
has already been working in dioceses
across the country and has supported
the growth of a number of individual
parish groups.
Catherine Wiley, Catholic Grandpar-
ents Association founder, said, “Grand-

parents’ vital contribution to the fam-
ily, the Church and society was never
as important as now.  We are living in
unprecedented times, with constantly
changing social and moral values.
Sometimes we feel like we are failing.
We are not.  We can never fail so long

as we keep on doing what we are doing
– praying, showing the way and pass-
ing on our faith.”
To find out more about the Association,
visit www.catholicgrandparentsassoci-
ation.org.

CONGRATULATIONS!

In Loving 
Memory

MARY JOHNSONMARY JOHNSON
On Holy Saturday, Mary Johnson died
after a long illness.  
Mary played a very significant role in
Catholic Education in the Hallam Dio-
cese and next month’s paper will carry
a tribute to Mary.

RACHEL BENNETTRACHEL BENNETT
Members of the Union of Catholic
Mothers were sad to hear of the death
of Rachel Bennett, a much loved mem-
ber of our Diocese, a former parish-
ioner of St Joseph’s, Retford, where she
was a choir member, UCM Treasurer
and Foundation President.  
Rachel died on Friday, 28 March in
Cheltenham at the home of her daugh-
ter, where she had moved to be with
her family.  May she rest in peace.

Mrs Maureen Hill, a lifelong member of St Alban’s parish, Denaby Main, celebrated her 80th birthday on 3 May.  Family
and friends joined Maureen in St Alban’s Club for singing, dancing and reminiscing.  Many happy returns!
Maureen is pictured enjoying the celebrations above right, and above with parish priest of St Alban’s, Fr John Cooke.

Rachel Bennett

Catholic Grandparents Association
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THETHE ROADROAD TOTO SALVATIONSALVATION

In the week before Holy Week, St
Francis Parish, Sheffield was host to
Lavinia Jones, an art lecturer who
spoke about the theme  ‘The Road to
Salvation’ in art.  
Sharing her deep knowledge and love
of art, she selected pictures and sculp-
tures ranging from the 13th century
Cimabue, through the Renaissance
Masters and the Impressionists to the
modern art of Stanley Spencer, George
Roualt and Maggie Hambling to illus-
trate her theme.
She contrasted the styles of the paint-
ing of the crucified Christ from North-
ern and Southern Europe.  In Italy,
paintings by artists such as Raphael
show a beautiful and healthy Christ,
with a halo and ministering angels,
whereas Rembrandt in the Nether-
lands shows a human, tortured Christ,
with no halo, but someone who is like
us.  She showed a number of depictions
of “Ecce Homo”, the words spoken by
Pilate when he presented the scourged

Christ to the throng.  Many of them
take as their theme “the extraordinary
in the Ordinary”.  These range from a
picture by Rembrandt where Jesus is
not the main focus to the extraordi-
nary sculpture by Mark Wallinger
which had temporary pride of place on
the fourth plinth in Trafalgar square.
She showed a number of photographs
of the statue, taken from different an-
gles.  It shows a life size man in a loin
cloth and a crown of thorns.  It con-
trasted nicely with the triumphalist
statues of British war heroes such as
Nelson that surround it.  Another de-
piction of Ecce Homo is Jacob Epstein’s
statue which is now in Coventry
Cathedral, which was perceived as
ugly, alone and had been rejected, a bit
like Christ.  
A different style is the modern picture
by Lovis Corinth which depicts the suf-
fering and the degradation of humans
through violence and war.  In a rough
drawing he shows a brutalised Jesus,

a modern soldier
and Pilate
dressed as a
physician. 
Continuing the
theme of the ex-
traordinary in the
ordinary, many
pictures show
everyday life
going on around
the suffering of
Christ. Breughel’s
‘The Road to Cal-
vary’, where
Jesus is hard to
spot in the crowd
(like ‘Where’s
Wally’) and Stan-
ley Spencer’s
‘Entry into
Jerusalem’, set in
Cookham, near
M a i d e n h e a d ,
were good exam-
ples.
Lavinia then dis-
cussed two sculp-
tures by
Michelangelo on
the same theme,
Jesus being taken
down from the
cross.  The early and famous Pieta, in
St Peter’s, is a perfect sculpture tack-
ling a very tricky composition (pic-
tured below).  Perhaps it is too perfect.
The faces of Jesus and Mary are beau-
tiful and young, as was the artist, who
was in his early 20’s when he created
it.  The later, less well known pieta,
has Mary Magdelene, the Virgin and
Nicodemus supporting a suffering
Christ (pictured on the left).  In this
sculpture, the figures are no longer
perfect.  The face of Nicodemus is said
to be that of Michelangelo himself, and

still shows the chisel marks, possibly
because Michelangelo died before he
had a chance to polish it smooth, but
also possibly to show the effort in-
volved in its creation.  The sculpture
was intended for Michelangelo’s own
tomb and depicts a vision by a man
who has suffered in life.
All in all, the talk was both entertain-
ing and educational, and a perfect
meditation on the way Christ has been
perceived throughout the ages in the
run-up to Easter.  Thanks to St Fran-
cis Parish Pastoral Council for arrang-
ing it.

Lavinia Jones
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Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail When phoning please
quote HAL101

Whirlow Grange Spirituality Centre
Reflective Worship
Sunday 1 June, 7pm
An opportunity to worship in a con-
templative and reflective way.  Each
service is different, but all those that
lead seek to use creative ways of en-
gaging with scripture, symbol, silence
and music.  The service usually lasts
45 minutes with the opportunity for
hot drinks and an opportunity to get to
know everyone in the lounge after-
wards.  All are welcome.
Hidden Houses of Prayer: treasure
in your own home
Saturday 7 June, £10 including lunch,
9.45am-3.45pm
St Peter’s Warmsworth, Warmsworth
Road, Doncaster DN4 0TW (NB Alter-
native venue)
Jesus said ‘whenever you pray, go into
your room and shut the door and pray
to your Father who is in secret; and
your Father who sees in secret will re-
ward you.’  Would you like to draw to-
gether for a day at the edge of
Doncaster to learn from those who
share a felt sense of God’s call to pray
more deeply? The Hidden Houses of
Prayer network was established by
Philip Roderick in 2010 in the Diocese
of Sheffield as an invisible network of
people drawn to the practice of contem-
plative, creative and intercessory
prayer in their own homes.  Your home
is one of the key places where you can
meet with God.  To book this event
please call Jill on 01302 858377.
A Timeless Pilgrim Path: Walking
the Labyrinth Today
Saturday 14 June, £22 including lunch
and refreshments, 9.45am-3.45pm
Beautiful labyrinths were made in the
centre of medieval Cathedrals like
Chartres; primitive versions have been
found scratched on rock or built with
turf or stones from ancient times.  Dr
Christine Stevens and Christine
Whaite will lead in the exploration of
the fascinating history of the labyrinth
and its contemporary uses in prayer,

meditation and spiritual exercises.  We
will be making or preparing our own
labyrinth, working with it, walking it
and sharing our own discoveries
through individual reflection, creative
responses and group discussion.  This
is a practical spirituality workshop so
please bring comfortable clothes, note-
books, sketch books and art materials
if you like to use them.  Weather per-
mitting we may work outside so come
prepared!  To book please call 0114
2363173.
Simple Quiet Day
Tuesday 17 June, £13 including
packed lunch, 9.45am – 3.45pm
A simple unstructured day, a time for
pause and prayer.  A leader will offer
suggestions and materials for the day,
but it’s a time for you to rest and be in
the presence of God as best suits you.
To book please call 0114 2363173.
Movement in Worship 
Wednesday 18 June, £22 including
lunch and refreshments, 9.45am-

3.45pm
This workshop day, led by Jane Met-
tam, is about coming into the presence
of God and developing our relationship
with him through movement. We can
use our bodies to express our hearts in
praise, worship and prayer.  It’s for
people with no or little experience in
movement or dance, as well as those
who have done some before and want
to take some time out with God.  There
will be movements we all do together
to a set song, an opportunity to learn
some of the tools of movement so our
bodies can express different ideas, and
time to move freely before God allow-
ing the Lord to minister to us.  Be sure
to come in loose clothing ready to take
part.  Suitable for all age groups re-
gardless of abilities.  To book please
call 0114 2363173.
To an Unknown God: Praying with
Paul in Athens – A City of Many
Spiritualities
Wednesday 25 June, £22 including

lunch and refreshments, 9.45am-
3.45pm
Led by Reverend Graham Pigott 
Paul’s response to the spiritual search-
ing and idols in the city of Athens drew
out of him a creative and very different
strategy from which we can learn as
we consider mission today.  There will
be a careful consideration of the story,
opportunities to meditate and reflect,
to listen and share, and learn together
how we might respond to some of the
challenges to sharing our faith today
in a society of many faiths and none.
To book please call 0114 2363173.
Whirlow Grange Christian Spirituality
Centre, off Whirlow Grange Drive, Ec-
clesall Road South, Sheffield, S11 9PZ,
(S11 9RX for sat nav),
E m a i l :
spiritualityandprayer@gmail.com
W e b s i t e s :
www.whirlowgrange.co.uk/spirituality
a n d
www.spiritualjourneyinchrist.co.uk.

Are pleased to
announce their

conversion to Academy
from 

1st May 2014
Please go to the school
website for further

information
www.mcauley.org.uk

Cantley Lane,
Doncaster
DN3 3QF

Headteacher 
Mrs C M Brown
Telephone:  

(0)1302 537 396

Sign of the Dove
Christian Bookshop

45 Morrell Street, MALTBY S66 7LH - 
01709 816145

e-mail: signofthedove@btinternet.com

Opening times
Monday to Friday 10am - 12 noon

Saturday 11am - 12.30pm - Sunday Noon till 1.00pm
other times by appointment

Ample Parking

Book Sale on Selected Titles Book Sale on Selected Titles 

St Anne’s
Catholic

Primary School
McIntyre Road, Sheffield
South Yorkshire S36 1DG

Headteacher :
Sarah Eady
Telephone

01142 884281



June 2014 HALLAM NEWS Page Twelve

Catholic Association for
Racial Justice

Heavenly God, we praise your name and thank you 
for your glorious goodness and mercy. 

Lord Jesus, we pray a blessing for all those actively
engaged in the struggle for racial justice. 

Holy Spirit, we beseech you to enter into the minds 
and hearts of all those in authority in the Church. 

Grant that we may 
Hear the voices crying out for justice
Engage in developing a better understanding 
Act to bring about change 
Lead and inspire others by their good example 

We ask this through our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

The love of God is greater than all evil. 
We pray for racial justice in our lives, in our parishes, 

in our dioceses, in our land. 
Amen.

Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ), 
9 Henry Road, London N4 2LH

020 8802 8080
info@carj.org.uk

http://www.carj.org.uk/

The CARJ PrayerThe CARJ Prayer

The Catholic Association for Racial Justice (CARJ) is an independent charity and an Agency of the
Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales, established in 1984 and celebrating its 25th An-
niversary in 2009. 
CARJ works to support people from diverse backgrounds through 

awareness raising and education for racial justice, 
promotion of spiritual growth and development
advocacy

CARJ works with Catholic Dioceses and Parishes 
• To raise awareness of the issues of racial justice and community cohesion 
• To promote reflection, discussion and action 
• To support diocesan and other local racial justice groups 
• To promote network and collaborate with individuals and groups with similar aims 
• To organise the annual celebration of Racial Justice Sunday 
• To raise the CARJ profile in the church and the wider society

HALLAM DIOCESAN 
SAFEGUARDING COMMISSION
Commonsense?  Practical Pastoral Care

and Safeguarding for Adults

Hallam DiocesanHallam Diocesan
Assembly Assembly 

Spirituality SeriesSpirituality Series
The last in this series of half days on different forms of
spirituality will take place on Saturday, 12 July, 9am
for 9.30am-12.30pm.  It will focus on Benedictine Spir-
ituality and the leader will be one of the community
from Ampleforth Abbey.
The venue is Blessed Trinity Church, Northfield Lane,
Wickersley, Rotherham, S66 2HF.
For more information and updates of events please
email hallamassembly@talktalk.net.  If you would like
information/updates to be sent by email, your email will
be used solely for this purpose and will not be disclosed
to any third party.

7 June, 10am - 12.30pm
St Peter in Chains, Chequer Road, 

Doncaster, DN1 2AA
This event is aimed at all those supporting adults who may
be vulnerable and who want to “walk with” rather than “do
for”. It can include parishioners who are not involved in or-
ganised activity.
This session will provide you with a practical framework for
ensuring all adults are included and feel safe when taking
part in activities.  By the end of the session you will have
information about recruitment and regulated activity, have
guidance about simple good practice procedures and how
the safeguarding code of conduct applies to the support of
adults.
Facilitators:  Diocesan Training Team
If you would like to join us, please confirm your booking
with Jo Pearson, the Safeguarding Administrator, as soon
as possible, tel: 0114 2566453, email:
safeguardingadmin@hallam-diocese.com.

(Booking is essential to ensure you have a place
and that you can be contacted if there are venue changes.)


