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www.logoleisurewear.com

• Established Family Business
• School Uniform Supplier 

• Online School Uniform Shop
• Workwear

• Promotional Bags
• Event T-shirts and Hoodies

• Sportswear
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BAPTISETEACH

Pastoral Letter Read at all Masses 
on the weekend of the 

Feast of The Ascension 2017
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ,

Today’s feast celebrates Jesus ‘coming full circle.’  He
came to us from the Father to accomplish his own
unique mission and now he returned to the Father hav-
ing achieved what he was sent to do.  It must have been
a particular joyous moment for Jesus but one of the
most difficult moments for the disciples on their jour-
ney with Jesus.  Their Master and Teacher who had
opened their eyes and had been taken from them in a
most horrific way and returned from the dead and had
walked with them.                     Continued on page 3

In This EditionIn This Edition

SVP Furniture Store in Sheffield 
celebrates 30 years’ work ~ page 5

St Pius X Run for Life raises
£6000 ~ page 8

Good Shepherd and 
Caring Services  ~ page 6
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DOMESTIC AND CONTRACTDOMESTIC AND CONTRACT
FLOORING SPECIALISTSFLOORING SPECIALISTS

Suppliers to Catholic Churches and Schools
with all types of carpeting, tiles and safety flooring

Carpets designed to your individual specifications 
Massive selection of carpets & flooring to suit all budgets

Free Estimates, Cushion Floor/Vinyls,
Contract Flooring, Wood/Laminate

Over 2000 rugs in stock
Large family business

    
  

        
     

      
         

   
    

    
  CROWN HOUSE

709 Chesterfield Road, Sheffield S8 0SL
sales@pyramidcarpets.co.uk

CONSENT FORMSCONSENT FORMS
In order to comply with National and Diocesan Safeguarding Guidelines all photo-
graphs of children sent to the Hallam News for publication must be accompanied
by the official Diocesan consent form.  It is Diocesan policy NOT to publish photo-
graphs of individual children accompanied by their name.

Hallam News is the monthly newspaper of the Diocese of Hallam 
Editor: Marian Bolton.  Address: Hallam News, Hallam Pastoral Centre, 
St Charles Street, Sheffield, S9 3WU.  Telephone: 0114 2566406.  Fax: 0114
2562673.  E-mail: hallamnews@hallam-diocese.com.  Website: www.hallam-
news.com.  Publication:  fourth Sunday of the month dated for the following
month.  Publishers: CathCom Ltd.

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament this Month
This month the diocesan rota for Exposition 

of the Blessed Sacrament is as follows:
2 St William, Sheffield.
9 St Joseph, Dinnington.
16 St Paul, Grimethorpe.
23 St Gerard, Thrybergh.
30 St Mary, High Green

What’s on in July
1 Deadline for articles for next 

issue of the Hallam News.

5 Hallam Ascent Group meet  
with Fr Colum Kelly, Apos
tleship of the Sea Chaplain 
at Immingham Docks, (Sea 
Sunday 9 July), at St  Fran
cis of Assisi parish hall, 
277 Sandygate Road, 
Sheffield, S10 5SD, 1.45-
3.45pm.     For more 
details: 0114 2306797 or 
ascent@jngreen.plus.com, or 
visit the website:  hallamas
cent.weebly.com.

11 Sheffield Branch Walsing
ham Association serves re
freshments after 12.45pm 
Mass at St Marie’s Cathe

dral, Sheffield.

12 Chesterfield Bereavement 
Support Group Drop-in/cof
fee morning, 10.30am-
12noon, The Annunciation 
Centre, Spencer Street, 
Chesterfield,  S40 4SD.

12 Sheffield Irish Association 
Tea Dance with live music 
at the Philadelphia Club, 
Martin Street, Upperthorpe, 
Sheffield, S6 3DP, 1-3pm.  
All very welcome.

25 Sheffield Branch Walsing
ham Association serves re
freshments after 12.45pm 
Mass at St Marie’s Cathe
dral, Sheffield.
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Bell & Buxton Solicitors - respected 
experts in commercial, personal and 

notarial law.

Telegraph House, High Street, Sheffield, S1 2GA. (0114) 2495969  
w w w. b e l l b u x t o n . c o . u k

PERSONAL SERVICES
Including:
Conveyancing/Residential Property
Wills, Probate & Elderly Client
Inheritance and Wills Disputes
Abuse of Elderly & Court of Protection
Tax Planning & Trusts
Family & Childcare
Notary Services for Individuals Charles Neal

Mary Butler

GET IN TOUCH TODAY FOR A NO OBLIGATION, 
CONFIDENTIAL DISCUSSION ABOUT YOUR 
BUSINESS OR PERSONAL LEGAL NEEDS.

COMMERCIAL SERVICES
Including:
Commercial Property
Commercial Litigation
Company & Business Law
Employment Law
Intellectual Property
Charities and Social Enterprise
Notary Services for Business

Pastoral Letter Read at all Masses on the weekend of the Feast of The Ascension 2017
... continued from page 1 

Now, it would seem, they are going to lose him
for a second time.

But today’s feast is also about ‘passing on the
baton’.  At the beginning of his public ministry,
Jesus set out his stall announcing that the King-
dom of Heaven was close at hand, calling the
people to repentance and to believe in the Good
News.  Now the responsibility for the task/min-
istry was being passed on to the apostles and dis-
ciples.  He mandates them to continue his saving
work, drawing all nations to the truth of the
gospel.  He knows that his life’s project will only
continue if those whom he commissions are com-
mitted to make it work. 

Matthew reminds us that Jesus’ mandate to his
disciples, then and now, is to go, to make disci-
ples, to baptise, and to teach.

To go:  Communion and Mission are intrinsically
linked.  At the end of every Eucharist, for exam-
ple, we are dismissed with these or similar
words: “Go forth.  The Mass is ended.”

To make disciples:  As Jesus called the fisher-
men and trained them up as “learners”, imitating
his way of life and, little by little, understanding
his message, his followers ever since have been
entrusted with the responsibility of calling others
and training them to understand his message and
follow his ways.

To baptise:  Baptism is not an optional extra for
the followers of Jesus.  Rather it is the public and
visible way by which we are marked out as his
disciples and share in the name of the living God
– Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

To teach:  The Gospel of Jesus promotes a
lifestyle that is different.  As his disciples we are
to give the time and energy to learning and prac-
tising this lifestyle ourselves and sharing it with
new disciples. 

Last weekend marked the third anniversary of the
announcement of me as your Bishop.  It has been
an interesting period in my life to say the least!
As I have moved around the diocese, I have been
touched by the warmth of your welcome and en-
couraged to see for myself the many good initia-
tives that are happening in the parishes.  It has
been my special joy to visit the schools in the
diocese. 

But as I have moved around the diocese I have
also observed for myself a diocesan structure cre-
ated to serve a Mass-going population of over
30,000 when the diocese was set up and now
serving a Mass attendance of under 12,000.  My
judgment is that the present cannot be sustained
and the work of renewal can no longer be de-
ferred.

In Evangelium Gaudium, Pope Francis spells out
my role as Bishop in this regard:

The Bishop must always foster this missionary    
communion in his diocesan Church, following 
the ideal of the first Christian communities in 
which believers were of one heart and one soul. 
(Acts 4:32).  To do so, he will sometimes go 
before his people pointing the way and keeping 
their hopes vibrant.  Other times he will simply 
be in their midst with his unassuming and mer
ciful presence.  And yet at other times, he will 
have to walk with them, helping those who lag 
behind – above all – allowing the flock to 
strike out on new paths.

With this in mind, in recent weeks there have-
been discussions and consultations across the
diocese about the future of the diocese in general
and about the shape of our parish communities,
in particular, and, how we might, given our pre-
sent resources, make them ‘a community of com-
munities, a sanctuary where the thirsty come to
drink in the midst of their journey and a centre of
missionary outreach.” EG28.  Some of these dis-
cussions have concluded and decisions taken.
Other discussions are on-going and there will be
more difficult decisions to be taken at the end of
these.  I know that my name will be held less
than ‘hallowed’ over the next few weeks and
months that lie ahead!  

Inevitably, there will be a sense and experience
of personal loss for some as we look to the possi-
bility of mergers and closures.  Of all, I seek un-
derstanding, flexibility and spirit of self-sacrifice.
I genuinely fear that not to act now, would risk
the future of our diocese.  I am conscious, too,
that one day I will have to give an account of my
stewardship as the Bishop of the diocese.

One thing I wish to make clear is that the deci-
sions I have already made and will take in the fu-
ture are not about managing decline, but rather
preparing and planning for the future of the dio-
cese, so as to enable it in the years to come to ef-
fectively carry out Jesus’ mandate in this corner
of the Lord’s vineyard: to go, to make disciples,
to baptise and to teach.  Above all, we must not
give way to pessimism for we have his promise
in today’s gospel, ‘And look, I am with you al-
ways; yes, until the end of time.’

Yours sincerely in Christ, the Redeemer
+Ralph

On 7 July Lawrence Whyte will give an illustrated talk, ‘Walking The Camino’ at St Vin-
cent’s Church, Crookes at 7.15pm.  Tickets £8, to include Spanish refreshments.  Proceeds
are for the St Justin group, based in the parish, supporting projects in developing countries.
Contact Steve Foley: 0114 230 5254, or Marie Miller: 0114 2683202.

First Holy Communion 
at St Hugh’s

On a lovely sunny Sunday
morning in May nine chil-
dren from St Hugh’s

Church, Newbold, Chesterfield,
made their First Holy Commu-
nion. 
They were supported by family,

friends and members of the whole
community.  The children were
very involved in the celebration;
welcoming everyone to Mass,

doing the readings, bidding
prayers and Offertory Procession.  
At the end of Mass Fr Joseph

Okeke, Parish Priest, thanked the
children, parents and everyone
present for coming along and
making the event special; and
both catechists, Sandra Asquith
and John Harden for preparing
the children for reception of the
Sacrament.
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The Bishop of Salford, Rt Rev
John Arnold, visited Sheffield to
deliver an inspiring speech about
his experiences of poverty and
development.
The talk, entitled “Poverty or
Simplicity?  Survival or develop-
ment?” was hosted by Bishop
John Arnold, who visited the
Central American countries of
Nicaragua and El Salvador in
November, 2016.

El Salvador was badly affected
by a civil war which lasted over a
decade from 1980 until 1992.  
Bishop John, who is chair of the
Catholic aid agency CAFOD,
shared his thoughts from his
ten-day trip to Central America,
where he saw for himself some of
the important work the charity
does with communities in
Nicaragua and El Salvador.
He said, “Many young men in

El Salvador were pressed into
the army.  The area has suffered
in recent years by the increasing
control of gangs.”
Bishop John continued, “For
some years I have had meetings
in one of the conference rooms
at CAFOD’s Romero House
where there is a lovely picture on
the wall of a beautiful and smil-
ing family – presumably from
Central America.  On the trip I
met them!  We stopped to talk to
a driver who had come to give di-
rections and I thought ‘I recog-
nise you!’  I asked and it was
confirmed that he, Fidel Ramos,
and his family were in the photo-
graph in London.”
CAFOD supporter, Clare Gard-
ner, was at the talk and felt in-
spired by the stories which were
shared by Bishop John.  She
said, “Bishop John brought to
life the work that CAFOD is
doing in Central America.  It was
a privilege to hear from someone
who has seen it first hand and
I'm sure everyone who attended

went away reinvigorated in their
commitment to CAFOD.”
The talk was part of CAFOD’s
Connect2 scheme which links
communities in England and
Wales with people in Brazil,
Ethiopia, El Salvador, Cambodia
and Peru.
Connect2 is built on CAFOD's
values of solidarity and partner-
ship, where parishes in the UK
are able to stand alongside com-
munities overseas to fight
against poverty and injustice.
For more information, visit
cafod.org.uk/connect2.

Bishop of Salford Delivers Inspiring El Salvador and Nicaragua TalkBishop of Salford Delivers Inspiring El Salvador and Nicaragua Talk

Bishop John Arnold

Fidel Ramos
with his family

When Pope Francis discusses the next
characteristic of love that Paul highlights
in 1 Cor 13: 4, he refers to 1 Cor 8:1
where Paul says that “love builds up”.
Francis comments, “Some think that
they are important because they are more
knowledgeable than others; they want to
lord it over them.  Yet what really makes
us important is a love that understands,
shows concern, and embraces the weak”.
(AL 97).
No parents are per-
fect – even the best
parents!  As a result
we grow into adoles-
cence and adulthood
with some emotional
hurts.  Those hurts
may be soothed or
added to in other rela-
tionships before we
come to marriage.
We all want to feel
good about ourselves
and we all want the
approval of other
people.  These are
two fundamental
emotional needs.  If a
child is constantly
being compared un-
favourably to a
brother or sister; if a child is never
praised and only receives criticism, then
they will grow up believing that they are
never going to be good enough in some-
one else’s eyes; that they are unlikely
ever to get the approval they desperately
need.  They are also unlikely to feel good
about themselves because they will have
come to see themselves as failures.
In those circumstances, what people do
is to try and cover up or deaden the pain.
They often do this by trying desperately
to promote themselves, sometimes exag-
gerating their achievements or by be-
coming overbearing.  This is not very
attractive but it is understandable.  John
Powell SJ, a well-known spiritual writer
in the 1980s, asks in one of his books,
“Did you ever have a toothache?”  He is
pointing out how difficult it is for some-
one who is hurting badly to be able to

reach out to others.
In one of his earliest homilies about
marriage and family life Pope Francis
spoke of the importance of “please”,
“thank you” and “I’m sorry”.  In the con-
text of the comments of Paul saying love
builds up, it is the “thank you” that is im-
portant and the one that we focus on
here.
In the inevitably busy lives that most
married couples live today it is very easy

to take each other for
granted; to overlook
the effort that our
spouse has put into
the work that they do
day in and day out.
For those who are un-
sure of how valued
they are, the failure to
find any appreciation
hurts.  On the other
hand those who feel
secure about their
sense of self-worth
need less apprecia-
tion.  Because they
don’t need the appre-
ciation it is easy for
them to overlook the
needs of their spouse.
In last month’s arti-

cle, we referred to Gary Chapman’s
book, “The Five Love languages” and
we gave the example of how very often
when we need to be loved in a particular
way by our spouse we model that be-
haviour for them.  A person who needs
appreciation will often show their appre-
ciation in the hope that their partner will
notice.  Relationships thrive on appreci-
ation.  Being appreciated confirms that
we are important to our partner.
Marriage provides a wonderful oppor-
tunity for healing.  If, over the years, a
person is constantly affirmed as lovable,
desired and appreciated then it is possi-
ble that all of the doubts about them-
selves, all of the hurts of the past, can be
transformed.  Then the temptation to
boast about oneself and to push oneself
forward and become overbearing will di-
minish.

MARRIAGEMARRIAGE ~ ~ Love is Not Boastful or Arrogant
Jane and Charles Perryman continue their series about Marriage
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St Vincent’s Furniture Store Celebrates 30 Years
On Friday, 19 May, St Vincent’s Furni-
ture Store celebrated 30 years of helping
the vulnerable and those coming out of
homelessness in Sheffield.
To mark this fantastic achievement a

Celebration Dinner and Dance was held
at Baldwin’s Omega.  With almost 100
people in attendance a great night was
had by all.
Lord David Blunkett was our guest

speaker and we also had entertainment
from our Mother of God’s Got Talent
winner, Connie Campbell. 
Bishop Ralph, Mgr Kilgannon and the

new Lord Mayor of Sheffield, Anne Mur-
phy, were also welcomed on the evening,
along with our long-time supporter and
‘Mother of God’s Got Talent’ Judge,
Radio Sheffield presenter, Paulette Ed-
wards.
The BBC news report which had been

put together for our 25th Anniversary by
3 young reporters from All Saints
Catholic High School was also shown.
The report outlines the work that is car-
ried out at the Store, with interviews
from staff and volunteers, along with a
journey on the van.
Following a delicious 4 course meal,

David Blunkett addressed everyone,
telling many funny stories about his time
as an MP and also his younger days
growing up in Parson Cross, when they
were so poor that their double glazing
was the ice on the inside of the windows.
He also touched on the fantastic work
that the Furniture Store carries out and
its importance to the City.  He finished
by thanking the staff and volunteers for
all they do.
Following David’s speech we then had

two songs from Connie (‘Mother of God’s
Got Talent’ 2016 winner); both songs

were from the shows, one from Les Mis-
erables and the other from Miss Saigon.  
The Honourable Mike Murphy, who is

an Ambassador for the Store, spoke
about the work that takes place and the
help that is given to people who have
nothing and are in so much need.  He
thanked the staff and volunteers for all
their efforts in keeping the Store going
and also congratulated them on achiev-
ing 30 years.
Along with our own Little Ant and Dec

(from ‘Mother of God’s Got Talent’),
Mike then carried out the funniest raffle
draw in history. 
Back in 1987, 4 members of the Mother
of God and St Wilfrid SVP Conference
had an idea to help people who were
struggling and in need when it came to
buying beds for their children, having a
table to eat at or just a chair to sit on.
Who would have thought that 30 years
later from this little acorn, nearly
100,000 people have been assisted with
almost 10,000 tonnes of recycled furni-
ture and household goods?  Every indi-
vidual and/or family receives our
assistance completely free of charge. 
Lorraine Healy, Manager of the Furni-

ture Store, said, “This could not be done
without the donations of both money
and furniture that people have made to
the Store over the years, so thank you to
everyone and please continue your in-
valuable support.
“Thank you from the Store to all who at-
tended on the night and helped in any
way.  A special word of thanks to Mike
Murphy, an Ambassador for the Store
and a true gentleman.”

Lorraine Healy

St Vincents Furniture Store and 
St Wilfrid’s Centre at the Garden Party

On Tuesday, 23 May, Lorraine
Healy from St Vincent’s Furniture
Store and Louise Finnigan from St

Wilfrid’s Centre, Sheffield attended the
Queen’s Garden Party at Buckingham

Palace.
It was a wonderful day and a tribute to
all the staff, volunteers and supporters of
both charities that Louise and Lorraine
were invited to attend.

Louise Finnigan (left) 
and Lorraine Healy 
at Buckingham Palace

Lord David Blunkett
Nick Hardwick (aka Little

Ant) (left) and Mike Murphy

Ready to dine

Left to right: Kayto, Paulette Edwards, Ralph Dickins, 
Lorraine Healy, Mike Murphy, David Blunkett, Anne Murphy, 

Lord Mayor of Sheffield and Margaret Blunkett
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Hallam Schools and Hallam 
Caring Services Celebrate Together

EDUCATION IN THE FULLNESS OF HUMANITY  EDUCATION IN THE FULLNESS OF HUMANITY  

On Tuesday, 16 May, St Marie’s Cathedral was
packed with young people from Hallam diocesan
Catholic schools for a special May devotion to Our
Lady of Perpetual Help. 
The liturgy was also the annual celebration of

schools’ fundraising for the Good Shepherd Appeal
for Hallam Caring Services.
Pupils, students and teachers arrived with their

banners, flowers and donations, many carrying their
own version of the famous icon of Our Lady of Per-
petual Help, patron of our diocese.  
The congregation started to celebrate with the help
of the InReality Youth team, before partaking in the
beautiful liturgy organised by Bernadette Jenkinson
and the pupils of St Mary’s Catholic Primary, Her-
ringthorpe.  The congregation was told about the ap-
paritions of Our Lady in Lourdes, Fatima, Knock
and Guadeloupe, accompanied by ritual presenta-
tions, such as the scattering of rose petals and a
torchlight procession, and joined in enthusiastically
with a number of Marian hymns, before listening to
a short address from Bishop Ralph and the presen-
tation of cheques and flowers during the singing of
‘As I Kneel Before You’.
Stuart Hanlon, Co-Ordinator of Hallam Caring Ser-
vices, said, “This was a marvellous celebration.  Hav-
ing looked at the cathedral full with young people, I
told Bishop Ralph that the Church is certainly alive
in Hallam diocese!  It would be lovely to repeat this
shared event between our charity and the schools.”

Pupils from Barlborough Hall School

A member of the InReality Team leading part of the celebration
Pupils and members of staff from St Mary’s Primary School, 

Chesterfield with Bishop Ralph

Pupils from Corpus Christi Federation present their cheque to Bishop
Ralph and Stuart Hanlon, Co-ordinator of  Hallam Caring Services

Pupils from Immaculate Conception School, Spinkhill with 
Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Nicola Field



Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Primary
School raised approximately £305 for CAFOD’s
‘Big Fish Little Fish’.  From Reception to Year 6
all pupils participated in ‘Big Fish Little Fish’.
Children were asked to bring in any coin from 1p-
£2.  Mrs Hayes and some children helped draw
fish with scales for the coins to be placed on.  
Every £4 would buy 26 thumb sized fish which

would eventually become big fish.  These big fish
will be used to help other people around the
world for different reasons; some would be eaten
and others sold to earn money for the poorer
parts of the world. 
Year 3, however,

were raising
money them-
selves by doing a
Water Aid bake
sale in the play-
ground.  They
were selling buns
and biscuits and
raised around
£52.  All the
money we raised
went to CAFOD’s
‘Big Fish Little
Fish’. 
It is good to raise
money for others
and to know that
our money is
going to a very
good cause.

By Anastasia 
Antoniw and
Thomas Wynne
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Devotion to MaryDevotion to Mary
The children of Holy Family Catholic Primary School, Worksop
recently took part in a school pilgrimage as a devotion to Mary,
in the month of May.
The children were encouraged to look at the many ways she

has revealed herself to us, the various interpretations of her
through centuries of Catholic artwork and the significances of
each.  
Each class had been given a different image of Mary to focus
on and spectacular pieces of art were created.  
The children thoroughly enjoyed the pilgrimage around school
exploring the different shrines and taking part in reflection and
prayer.

Happy Birthday Rainbows!

Children and staff at Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Primary School,
Armthorpe, Doncaster have been celebrating 25 years of Rainbows GB. 
The children and staff all dressed up in as many different colours as possible

to help raise money for this fantastic charity.  It was a great day and over
£100 was raised.  Children spoke in assembly about how Rainbows has
helped them through difficult times in their lives.  
Our Lady's in Armthorpe was one of the first schools to introduce Rainbows

and it continues to go from strength to strength.

EDUCATION IN THE FULLNESS OF HUMANITY  EDUCATION IN THE FULLNESS OF HUMANITY  
Pupils Report on 

CAFOD Fundraising

Philosophy for Faith:
24th - 27th July

Introduction to Catholic 
Theology:
14th - 17th August

Ecclesiastical Latin for 
Beginners:
12th - 15th October

Four-day residential schools 
in 2017 at Buckfast Abbey, 
Devon and one-year online 
courses with personal tutors

NE TIM

EAS

‘DO NOT BE AFRAID
’ LU

K
E 1:30

www.schooloftheannunciation.com
Telephone: 01364 645660
enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com   

To book now and full details go to:

School of the Annunciation
Centre for the New Evangelisation

Charity no. 1155776.     Company no. 8800079.



Are you inspired by the
Sermon on the Mount? 

Are wishing for a better world? 
Are you searching for greater

meaning in your life? 
Are you wanting to change

your priorities? 
Do you care about people who may
struggle in their lives or who may

be vulnerable in some way?
Come and talk to us at L’Arche

Community in Ipswich.

Tel : 01473 216426
e-mail: tony.gibbings@larche.org.uk.

Website: http://www.larche.org.uk/Sites/ipswich

l             
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Hallam News

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Hallam

News discount. Don’t forget we can also
sell SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no

maximum age limit and up to £20,000
cancellation cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

In April a small group of young men
from the Hallam Diocese joined together
with other like-minded men from
around the country to help form what is
becoming known as ‘The Prodigal Sons
Movement’.  Here is one of their reflec-
tions.
The Prodigal Sons Movement is a group
of men, who meet to spend time in the
outdoors, interspersing this time with
some teaching on the Spiritual life.
However, we believe that hidden within
this structure is a theme that is broad
enough to be inclusive, but specific
enough for a Catholic man to build his
life around.  Our focus is an attempt to
enable men to live out their graces be-
stowed upon them at their Baptism.
Our first retreat, named ‘On the Moun-
tain’, took place at Castlerigg Manor in
Keswick, Cumbria.  Drawing together
approximately twenty-five men we took
our first tentative steps into the subject
of identity and sonship.  During the
weekend, we were able to set out time for
a three-hour hike taking in some of the
surrounding scenery before ending off
with some abseiling; interspersing this
time with prayer and talks.  Our next re-
treat ‘Into the Wild’ built on our first as
we delved deeper in the mystery of the
sonship bestowed on us at our Baptism.
Basing ourselves in a mountain club in
Snowdonia, Wales we made exploration
of the surrounding hills a big component
of the retreat, but still left time for the
more prosaic activities of a barbeque fish
dinner on the Friday and some social
time around the campfire on the Satur-

day. 
However, our main reason for coming

together on both weekends was to spend
time with the Father.  This, we also ac-
complished.  In Wales we made use of a
disused Chapel allowing us to attend
Mass courtesy of the two priests accom-
panying us, including a Palm Sunday
procession through a sleepy Welsh vil-
lage.  Also, Confession was available
throughout the weekend, along with Eu-
charistic Adoration and the opportunity
to pray for and with each other.  This
simple format is what we hope to base all
of our future retreats on.
Looking forward, we are keen to discern
the call to what exactly we are attempt-
ing to offer; this group is still very much
in its infancy.  When we started, we knew
we had to do something and left the de-
tails to gradually evolve.  This approach
appears to be bearing much fruit.  How-
ever, we are not simply adding another
male spiritualty group to a clustered cal-
endar of Catholic events.  There is a
focus.  We believe that many men are
hampered by an identity crisis.  As old
certainties pass away and as the founda-
tions on which a man had previously
staked his identity slowly crumble, the
Catholic man is faced with a crossroads.
Either he heeds to the world and allows
its fashions and whims to dictate the
most fundamental questions of his life,
or he decides to step back into the arena
and stakes his claim on the inheritance
that was lost in the Garden but won back
on the Cross.  
Our aim is to free men from the spiri-

tual bondage that can prevent them the
living out the fullness of the Christian
life.  We therefore focus on spiritual war-
fare, acknowledging there is an enemy
and that one of the many strategies he
employs is to blind us to the extraordi-
nary power we have as adopted sons of
God, partakers of the Divine nature and
temples of the Holy Spirit (CCC 1265).
To counter this attack, we concentrate on
the five keys of repentance, faith, forgive-
ness, renunciation and taking authority
in the name of Jesus.  Through the build-
ing up of identity we hope to move on to
tackle the big questions of life, helping
men formulate a life vision that provides
answers to the questions of  what am I
being called to do, where does my mis-
sion fit within the Church and how can I
keep growing.  By developing within a
group of men, we hope to be able to hold
each other accountable to this vision, en-
couraging and building each other up to
produce fruit, fruit that will last.
There is much work to be done.  The

fact that ever increasing numbers of men
have shown up for our retreats indicates
that there is a demand.  The specific na-
ture of what this group will grow to or
how exactly it will serve the wider
Church is something we do not have hold
of at this time.  At this moment, all we
have is the palpable excitement to be at
the birth of something that is, we hope,
in some small way, bringing about the
Kingdom on earth and advancing us, one
step at time, home, into the life of the Fa-
ther. 
We require joiners not followers.  If you
want to participate somehow in our
group, attend our retreats, help us finan-
cially or logistically, you can contact us
at prodigalsonsuk@gmail.com.  Our
website will hopefully be up soon, as will
our new more developed social media
presence but, for now, email communi-
cation is the best way to get in and stay
in touch.                                Joseph Labre

The Prodigal Sons Movement

St Pius X St Pius X 
Run for LifeRun for Life

St Pius X School, Wath-upon-Dearne, had a
Race for Life Day in memory of Mrs Marie
Beevers and raised an impressive £6,000.

Please
support our
Advertisers
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A personal family service at all times  
Home visits to make all necessary

arrangements
Private Chapel of Rest and Service Chapel 
Floral tributes, catering, newspaper notice

and printing 
All areas of the UK covered 

Pre-paid funeral plans available 

Independent Family Funeral Directors
for over 80 years

1/13 Camping Lane and 36 Abbey Lane, 
Sheffield, S8 0GB
Tel: 0114 - 274 5508 

E-mail: info@gandmluntltd.com
www.funeralservicessheffield.com

G & M LUNT
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

         

We are here to help you in
your hour of need

Available 24 hours a day 
7 days a week
01142 880603

jamie@knigh�unerals.co.uk
www.knigh�unerals.co.uk

Independent Catholic Funeral Directors

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

»  Direct Àights from various airports in the UK
»  Fully escorted with professional guides 
»  Fully Àexible tailor-made itineraries to meet 
    speci¿c requirements of your group
»  Top quality cultural activities & tours to enrich 
    your group’s pilgrimage experience
»  Special incentives for group bookings based 
    on group numbers
»  Professional help in group organising, 
    management and booking process
»  Free promotional materials to assist your tours
»  Fully bonded & licensed travel operation for 
    your full ¿nancial protection

ORGANISE YOUR GROUP PILGRIMAGE

Lourdes  |  Fatima  |  Italy  |  Holy Land  |  Medjugorje   
Shrines of France  |  Shrines of Europe  |  Shrines of Spain 
Way of St. James  |  Shrines of Poland  |  Shrines of Lithuania

IDEAS FOR YOUR NEXT PILGRIMAGE ...

MANCHESTER:  0161 820 8790  |  LIVERPOOL: 0151 909 2871 
 www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

Don't missDon't miss
out on out on 

Book yourBook your
advert nowadvert now
Please note the Please note the 

deadline for deadline for 
advertising is theadvertising is the

10th of 10th of 
each montheach month
TelephoneTelephone

01440 730399

Advertising

Hello all

The last two weeks before Holy
Week saw me take a two week trip up
the river to visit communities.  Peter
stayed behind in the town and then I
arrived back for Holy Week.  This
year we celebrated Holy Week in two
places.  Here in the town in the cen-
tre, and in one of the furthest areas of
the town that is growing quickly.
During the week there was a retreat
and missions for young people,
which were well attended, and Easter
celebrations in the different schools.  

Holy Week was accompanied by
plenty of rain and cool weather.
Colds and coughs abounded but we
seem to be on the mend once again.
At the moment we are working on
different projects amongst which is
an Easter celebration for the sick and
housebound.

The cemetery here in Barcelos is an
interesting place.  Not really the sort
of place where you would want to
walk through, never mind leave a de-
parted loved one.  Bit of an eye sore!
Dirty and depressing are words that
come to mind but anyone who dies
around these parts necessarily fin-
ishes up in the cemetery.  The state of
the cemetery is not really surprising.
In the mindset of a person who has
come from anywhere in the modern
civilized world, the opinion of this
place would be that the majority of
people here live amongst dirt, falling
down, half built rickety old houses,
little hygiene, no sense of décor or
care to details.  Here it is normality.
And if life is spent this way, why
should the cemetery be any different?
There are overgrown, muddy graves,
some half open with the odd bone
sticking out, graffiti and rubbish
strewn about the place.  It’s a sad
state of affairs.
But what can be
scandalous for
some is a normal-
ity for others.
Having said this,
there are univer-
sal truths such as
the dignity of
life.  No matter
what the culture
or continent, dig-
nity of life should
always be some-
thing that is pre-
sent but often it’s
the last thing on
people’s minds.  

Our contribution
is always like a
drop of water in
the ocean but we

try to promote a bit of dignity in ways
we can, helping people to live and die
in a dignified way.  Easter celebrates
the passion, death and Resurrection
of Christ.  It’s this wonderful mystery
that gives us reason to hope and pur-
pose in life.

Included amongst the pics is Lulu
who sadly died before Easter.  I
adopted her a year ago after finding
her abandoned in a community and,
having a soft spot for man’s best
friend, I brought her back.  She was
good to have around as a parish dog
and good company.  She was a mon-
grel like all the dogs here, but she got
the best food and treatment going!  In
the end she died due to infection
caused by her dead puppies that she
wasn’t able to give birth to.

Anyway must get this mail off before
the next batch of rain comes in so I´ll
end here.
Keep us in the prayers and God bless,
Fr James and Fr Peter

News from the Shekelton Brothers in BarcelosNews from the Shekelton Brothers in Barcelos

Pictured at the top, Fr James out and
about in the parish.
Above, Lulu, Fr James’ canine com-
panion.
Below, the cemetery in Barcelos
after some tidying up work.
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First of all, big congratulations to all those children who have
recently made their First Holy Communion!  They have all
worked hard to prepare for this big day, and from now on,
they will be able to receive the bread and wine transformed
into the Body and Blood of Christ.

In June we celebrated the Feast of Corpus Christi.  Do you
know what Corpus Christi means?  They are Latin words.
‘Corpus’ means ‘body’, and ‘Christi’ means ‘of Christ’.

Each time
we celebrate
Mass we re-
member when
Jesus cele-
brated the
Last Supper
with his
friends.  At
this special
meal, Jesus
took bread
and giving thanks, he broke the bread and gave it to his disciples saying,
“Take this all of you, and eat it, for this is my body, which will be given up
for you.”

Then he took the chalice and once more giving thanks, he gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take this all of you, and drink from it, for this is the
chalice of my blood, the blood of the new and eternal covenant, which will be
poured out for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this in
memory of me.”  

Each time we share Holy Communion we are doing what Jesus did with his
friends and we remember what he said to his friends.

The Feast of Corpus ChristiThe Feast of Corpus Christi

I wonder …
how the disciples felt sitting with Jesus?

............................................................................

............................................................................

if you see something like the tables in the pictures in
church?

............................................................................

............................................................................

how you feel when you come close to Jesus in the Eucharist?

............................................................................

......................................................................

Colour in our pictures of the Last Supper and the celebration of MassColour in our pictures of the Last Supper and the celebration of Mass

Welcome to the 
Children’s Liturgy Section

Word Search
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Enjoy a dose of good reading
As the leading Catholic weekly, The Tablet offers a lively 

look at the Church and the wider world

“There is no other religious journal 
in English to compete with it.” – 
Tablet reader 2016  
 

Every Saturday, 
thousands of 
people turn to 
the latest issue 
of The Tablet. 
The leading 
international  
Catholic weekly 
looks at the 
Church and the 

Pope, at global issues and politics, 
at ethics and society, at literature 
and the arts. It features some of 
the world’s most thought  
provoking and entertaining 
writers, from Rowan Willams and 
Timothy Radcliffe to Mark Lawson 
and Adrian Chiles.

News, ideas and nourishment
So what’s inside The Tablet?  
Popular features include The 

Church in the World, reporting on 
events within the Church  
internationally; Notebook, giving 
a light-hearted round-up of recent 
events; the Letters section, where 
readers worldwide share their 
views; Books, covering subjects 
from theology to biography and 
fiction; and the Arts section, with 
reviews of exhibitions, theatre, 
cinema, TV, music and opera.  

It all adds up to an enjoyable 
blend of news, ideas and  
intellectual nourishment, giving 
you a deeper understanding of 
what’s really shaping the Church 
and the world. As a subscriber, 
you can also browse the whole 
Tablet website. Its 176-year old 
archive gives you a fascinating 
window onto history – such as the 
awed response to the photos of 
the Turin Shroud in 1898.

So if you enjoy great writing and original thinking, it could be 
time to take The Tablet. You can save up to 49% off the cover 

price at www.thetablet.co.uk or call 01795 414855.
promo code

3971

Children’s Liturgy Gallery
The May edition of the Hallam News saw the start of the Children's Section of
our paper.  Our first gallery was a selection of children's art work presenting
images of Easter.  Children were invited to send in pictures of their priest for
our next gallery.  The pupils of Barlborough Hall School responded very en-
thusiastically with their pictures of and comments about their chaplain, Fr
Michael Beattie SJ.
Here is a selection.  The full range of pictures and comments is available on
our website, www.hallamnews.com.
For next month’s gallery we would like to see your pictures of The Last Sup-
per.  We will try to include as many as possible in next month’s edition, but
all will be displayed on our website gallery.  
Please send to hallamnews@hallam-diocese.com.

Fr Michael helps you forget 
about the bad things that you 

have done and gives you ways to
improve how you live your life. 

Olivia Smith

He is great at doing 
Fidget Spinner. 

Fr Michael makes Mass fun,
even though I am not a

Catholic. 
George Beedham

He has been in the Society of
Jesus for almost 60 years. 

Sahib Singh

Fr Michael is
a kind, warm

hearted 
person.  He

is always
thinking of
others and
the stories

that he tells
us in Mass
are very 

interesting.
Evie Bounds
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170MM  8 TO FILL

The Pilgrimage will visit all the major religious sites including:
The Basilica of the Annunciation in Nazareth, En Karim where
our Blessed Lady visited St Elizabeth, The Church of the Na-
tivity in Bethlehem, The Shepherd’s Fields in Beit Sahour, Ca-
pernaum home of St Peter and The Church of the Beatitudes.
Take a boat on the Sea of Galilee, follow the Via Dolorosa and
see Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives.  Visit the Garden of
Gethsemane, Calvary and the restored Holy Sepulchre of Our
Lord. 
The Edicule of the Tomb has undergone a nine month restora-
tion programme, the ‘first time in two centuries that the sacred
edicule has been restored’. 
Mass will be celebrated with local Christians in their churches
and experience their appreciation of pilgrims’ support in com-
ing to visit them and the warmth of their welcome.

Confirmation at St Alban’s, Denaby MainConfirmation at St Alban’s, Denaby Main

The sacrament of Confirmation was recently
celebrated at St Alban’s, Denaby Main.
Bishop Ralph, on his first pastoral visit to the

parish, confirmed twenty-seven candidates from St
Alban’s and English Martyrs parishes supported by
Fr Desmond Edozie, Parish Priest, and Fr Pat O’-
Connor, based at English Martyrs Parish. 
The Mass was very well attended with families,

community and sponsors supporting the candi-
dates.  Young people and adults had been prepared
for Confirmation by the InReality Team based at
Denaby Convent. 
At the end of Mass Bishop Ralph was presented

with a spiritual bouquet from the parish. 

Fr Desmond, Parish Priest, congratulated, “the
twenty seven candidates who had been confirmed.
It was a very special and moving occasion.  Every-
one who played a part should be very proud of what
we have achieved.  It was a great example of team
work.  Many thanks to everyone who has helped
those confirmed on their journey of faith so far.  I
wish our young people and adults many blessings
as the Holy Spirit guides them in the years ahead.”
Afterward there was a buffet in St Alban’s Catholic
Club.  Entertainment was provided by McRoibin
School of Irish Dance.

Bishop Ralph, Fr Desmond and Fr Pat 
with the young people and adults after their Confirmation

2017 Three Day Cursillo Weekend
Friday evening 20 October to Monday pm 23 October

The Briars, Catholic Youth Retreat Centre, Briars Lane, Crich, Matlock, DE4 5BW
Contact:  Eileen Owens, 07938 578942

Email:  austincorcoran@blueyonder.co.uk

CRYPTIC Across

7   Coax old king to embrace a knave (6)
8   Feral feline spotted wildcat (6)
9   Army lost much artillery in the initial 

stages of Crimea battle (4)
10 As rich – as poor – as a tribal leader (8)
11 Act badly to rib one that may need         

rocking to sleep (7)
13 Kick out at alien snatching little boy (5)
15 Cheat out of demesne, a knight (5)
17 Quietly report to Bishop, perhaps (7)
20 Religion that's active, serious-minded,

but has no see, which is strange (8)
21 'Blow up French capital', you texted with 

extreme menace (4)
22 Hardly make it from pub to cathedral (6)
23 Bait regular teachers to infiltrate island, 

the western end (6)

CRYPTIC Down

1   The best student secured backing to 
flower (6)

2   River falls are a stellar phenomenon (4)
3   Entrance to internet being down's a 

cause of some irritation (7)
4   Western group exercises involved US         

intelligence in the old days (5)
5   One on a quest, English vicar's poor 

record's about to be overturned (8)
6   Ancient law for marbles, put together by 

Greeks? (6) 
12 Ruth's people are dead: bird attacks 

linked (8)
14 One Catholic's taken about a month in 

the Sorbonne to learn an ancient 
language (7)

16 Usual article by one coming from France 
(6)

18 Barrow's American emigrated with tenor 
in brouhaha (6)

19 Turned up in company of lowly bishop: 
bit of a 'seer', this one (5)

21 Tizzy over terribly subfusc cub's riotous 
coming out (4)

QUICK Across

7   Persuade (6)
8   South American wild cat (6)
9   ---- River, battle in the Crimean War, 

1854 (4)
10 Patriarch son of Jacob and Leah (8)
11 Hanging bed of canvas or rope netting  

(7)
13 Dispossess (of property) (5)
15 Move quietly trying not to be seen (5)
17 Senior clergyman and dignitary (7)
20 Ancient Celtic religion (8)
21 Be mad or angry (4)
22 Just (6)
23 Malign (6)

QUICK Down

1   Showy bloom:
any plant of this
particular 

Mexican genus
(6)
2   Exploding star
(4)
3   Possess (7)
4   Search party (5)
5   Knight of the
Round Table (8)
6   Law of the Jews from Mt Sinai (6)
12 Descendants of Lot's son (8)
14 Semitic language, dialects of which are 

still used by some Christian sects (7)

16 Medieval style of architecture (6)
18 Ferment (6)
19 One of several prophetesses of             

Babylonia, Egypt, Greece and Rome (5)
21 Palaver (4)
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You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the solutions are the same. So, if you want to try
the CRYPTIC puzzle, for instance, but are unsure, use the QUICK clues to help you work out the solu-

tion. Similarly, if you try the QUICK clues, use the CRYPTIC clues to help you prove the solution

2-in-1 Crossword
by Axe

       

SOLUTION

Across: 5 Mesopotamia, 7 Purr, 8 Tutelage, 9 Stir fry, 10 Twig, 12 Lead, 14 Elysian, 17
Amethyst, 18 Ruin, 19 Novatianism. Down: 1 Usurer, 2 Upstart, 3 State, 4 Amulet, 5 Mount
Hermon, 6 Anglicanism, 11 Flotsam, 13 Dative, 15 Sordid, 16 Kyoto. 

EXPLANATIONS
Across: 5 anag, 7 pun, 8 Tut+E+lage(-r), 9 stir+fry, 10 T+wig, 12 double def, 14 Ely’s+Ian,
17 a+meth(y)s+t, 18 (-B)ruin, 19 anag of ‘invasion+t(-E)am’. Down: 1 pun, 2 ups+tart, 3
s+Tate, 4 a+mule+t, 5 mo+anag of ‘nun+mother’, 6 anag & pun, 11 hidden word in
‘AeroFLOT’S AMerican’, 13 dat(iv)e, 15 ‘eve’ letters ‘o+d+d’ through ‘IRS’ [rev], 16 anag &
pun.


