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23 Monday    Green Weekday in Ordinary Time, Year II, Week 34 
              or: Red St Clement I, Pope and Martyr 
              or: White St Columban, Abbot 
 

 

24  Tuesday  Red St Andrew Dung-Lac, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 
(memorial) 
Office: A recent addition to the Breviary - use texts from the 
Common of Martyrs. 

 

25 Wednesday Green Weekday in Ordinary Time, Year II, Week 34 
              or: Red St Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr 

Office: A recent addition to the Breviary - use texts from the 
Common of Virgins or Common of Martyrs. 

 

26 Thursday  Green Weekday in Ordinary Time, Year II, Week 34 
 

27 Friday    Green Weekday in Ordinary Time, Year II, Week 34 
Edmund Mullins (Menevia) 2019 

 

28 Saturday  Green Weekday in Ordinary Time, Year II, Week 34 
              or: W or G Votive Memorial of Our Lady on Saturday 

John Kenneth Hughes (Menevia) 2003; J. H. Volan Evans 
(Cardiff) 2005; Richard Edwards (Wrexham) 2010; Owen 
McGreal (Menevia) 2023 

ADVENT 2026 
Advent has a twofold character: as a season to prepare for Christmas, when Christ’s first 
coming to us is remembered: and as a season when that remembrance directs the mind 
and heart to await Christ’s coming at the end of time. Advent is thus a period for devout 
and joyful expectation. The playing of the organ and other musical instruments, and the 
decoration of the altar with flowers, should be done in a moderate manner, as is consonant 
with the character of the season, without anticipating the full joy of the Nativity of the 
Lord. The same moderation should be observed in the celebration of matrimony. Only 
when some genuine need or pastoral advantage requires it, may an appropriate Mass for 
Various Needs or a Votive Mass be celebrated. Daily Masses for the Dead are not allowed. 
For the rite of blessing an Advent Wreath at Mass, Evening Prayer or a Liturgy of the Word, 
see page 573-582 of the Book of Blessings. 
The Cycle of Prayer: During Advent and Christmastide, we are invited to pray for Migrants 
and Refugees, and for Expectant Mothers. 

PSALTER WEEK 1; SUNDAY READING CYCLE B 
       EVENING: +PURPLE 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Mass & Office: see directions for tomorrow's liturgy. 
 

29 SUNDAY    +PURPLE 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Mass: Creed. Advent Preface I. 
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30 MONDAY    RED ST ANDREW, APOSTLE, PATRON OF SCOTLAND (FEAST) 

Mass: St Andrew is always named in the text of EP I. 
Office: At Prayer During the Day, antiphons and psalms of 
the occurring weekday. 

 

DECEMBER 2026 
The Pope’s Intention: For single-parent families. Let us pray for families experiencing the 
absence of a mother or father, that they may find support and accompaniment in the 
Church, and help and strength in the Faith during difficult times. 

1  Tuesday  Purple 1st Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 
Dewi Davies (Cardiff) 2007 

 

2 Wednesday Purple 1st Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 

 

3 Thursday  White St Francis Xavier, Priest (memorial) 
Day of Prayer for Migrants and Refugees. 

 

4 Friday    Purple 1st Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 

              or: White St John Damascene, Priest and Doctor 
 

5 Saturday  Purple 1st Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 
Peter Kelly (Menevia) 2019 

PSALTER WEEK 2; SUNDAY READING CYCLE B 
       EVENING: +PURPLE 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Mass & Office: see directions for tomorrow's liturgy. 
 

6 SUNDAY    +PURPLE 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Mass: Creed. Advent Preface I. 

  Deacon James Lee (Wrexham) 2024 
 

7 Monday    White St Ambrose, Bishop and Doctor (memorial) 
Mass: Advent Preface I or of Pastors. 

       EVENING: WHITE THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (SOLEMNITY) 
Mass & Office: see directions for tomorrow's liturgy. 

 

8  TUESDAY  WHITE THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY (SOLEMNITY) 
Mass: Gloria. Creed. Proper Preface of the Solemnity. 
Office: At Prayer During the Day, proper antiphons and the 
Complementary Psalms. 
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9 Wednesday Purple 2nd Week of Advent 

Mass: Advent Preface I. 
              or: White St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 

Mass: Advent Preface I or of Saints. 
Office: A recent addition to the Breviary - use texts from the 
Common of Holy Men. 

 

10 Thursday  Purple 2nd Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 

              or: White Our Lady of Loreto 
Mass: Advent Preface I or BVM I or II. A recent addition – to 
the calendar, use Common of BVM II In Advent, RM p1107 

              or: Red Wales: St John Roberts, Priest, Martyr 
 

11 Friday    Purple 2nd Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 

              or: White St Damasus I, Pope 
Mass: Advent Preface I (even when St Damasus kept). 

 

12 Saturday  Purple 2nd Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 

              or: White Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Mass: Advent Preface I (even when Our Lady kept). 
Office: A recent addition to the Breviary - use texts from the 
Common of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
John Owen (Cardiff) 2018 

Less recent liturgical books will indicate a celebration of St Jane Frances de Chantal on this 
date - her observance is now permanently transferred to 12 August. 

PSALTER WEEK 3; SUNDAY READING CYCLE B 
       EVENING: +ROSE/P 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (GAUDETE SUNDAY) 

Mass & Office: see directions for tomorrow's liturgy. 
 

13 SUNDAY    +ROSE/P 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (GAUDETE SUNDAY) 
Mass: Creed. Advent Preface I. The Advent moderation in 
the use of organ, other musical instruments, and flowers, 
does not apply to Gaudete Sunday. 

 

14 Monday    White St John of the Cross, Priest and Doctor (memorial) 
Mass: Advent Preface I or Pastors. 

 

15  Tuesday  Purple 3rd Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 

 

16 Wednesday Purple 3rd Week of Advent 
Mass: Advent Preface I. 

At Mass, proper readings are given for the weekdays from 17-24 December, and these 
should be used instead of those indicated for the weekdays of the third week of Advent. 
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The Divine Office uses the Antiphons, and hymns for Morning Prayer, Evening Prayer, and 
the Office of Readings, as prescribed for Advent II. Only when some genuine need or 
pastoral advantage requires it, may an appropriate Mass for Various Needs be celebrated. 
Votive Masses and Daily Masses for the Dead are prohibited. 
Memorials which occur on days between 17 and 31 December are optional; if kept, they 
are to be commemorated at Mass by using the collect of the saint in place of the collect of 
the Mass of the day. At the Office of Readings, the proper reading of a Commemoration, 
with its antiphon, is used following the Second Reading of the Season; at Morning and 
Evening Prayer, the Gospel Antiphon and Closing Prayer of the Commemoration are recited 
after the closing prayer of the day. 
 

17 Thursday  Purple 3rd Week of Advent 
Mass: Proper Mass for Dec 17, with Advent Preface II. 
Office: 3rd Week of Advent with material for Dec 17. 

 

18 Friday    Purple 3rd Week of Advent 
Mass: Proper Mass for Dec 18, with Advent Preface II. 
Office: 3rd Week of Advent with material for Dec 18. 

 

19 Saturday  Purple 3rd Week of Advent 
Mass: Proper Mass for Dec 19, with Advent Preface II. 
Office: 3rd Week of Advent with material for Dec 19. 

PSALTER WEEK 4; SUNDAY READING CYCLE B 
       EVENING: +PURPLE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Mass: Creed. Advent Preface II. 
Office: 4th Sunday of Advent with material for Dec 19. 

 

20 SUNDAY    +PURPLE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Mass: Creed. Advent Preface II. 
Office: 4th Sunday of Advent with material for Dec 20. 
Expectant Mothers' Sunday: prayer is recommended for 
expectant mothers. A formal blessing for expectant parents, 
is available at: tinyurl.com/blessXM 

 

21 Monday    Purple 4th Week of Advent; optionally, as a Commemoration, 
St Peter Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
Mass: Proper Mass for Dec 21, with Advent Preface II. 
Office: 4th Week of Advent with material for Dec 21. 
Deacon Iain Cameron (Wrexham) 2022 

 

22  Tuesday  Purple 4th Week of Advent 
Mass: Proper Mass for Dec 22, with Advent Preface II. 
Office: 4th Week of Advent with material for Dec 22. 

 

23 Wednesday Purple 4th Week of Advent; optionally, as a Commemoration, 
St John of Kanty, Priest 
Mass: Proper Mass for Dec 23, with Advent Preface II. 
Office: 4th Week of Advent with material for Dec 23. 
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24 Thursday  Purple 4th Week of Advent 

Mass: Proper Mass for Dec 24, with Advent Preface II. 
Office: 4th Week of Advent with material for Dec 24. 
John Fahy (Cardiff) 2008 

 

CHRISTMASTIDE 
After the annual celebration of the Paschal Mystery, there is no more ancient feastday for 
the Church than the recalling of the memory of the Nativity of the Lord and of the 
mysteries of his first appearing. This is the purpose of Christmas Time. For the rite of 
blessing a Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene at Mass or during a carol service, see pages 
583-591 of the Book of Blessings. The rite of blessing a Christmas Tree is on pages 593-600. 
The Cycle of Prayer: Christmastide continues the themes begun in Advent: Migrants and 
Refugees; Expectant Mothers. 

       EVENING: +WHITE THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
(SOLEMNITY) - CHRISTMAS VIGIL 
Mass: The Vigil Mass of the Nativity has its own Proper 
Readings in the Lectionary. Gloria, Creed, and, if using 
Eucharistic Prayer I, special insertions for Christmas. Note 
genuflection during the Creed when the Incarnation is 
mentioned. Text for the Proclamation of the Birth of Christ 
from the Roman Martyrology can be found at 
tinyurl.com/BirthChant – this may be chanted as part of the 
Liturgy of the Hours on the evening of 24 December, or 
immediately before (not during) Midnight Mass. 
Office: It is very appropriate to keep a solemn vigil by 
celebrating the Office of Readings before Midnight Mass. 
Night Prayer is not recited by those who attend the Office of 
Readings and Midnight Mass; otherwise, Night Prayer I of 
Sundays and Solemnities is celebrated. 

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION 
25 FRIDAY    +WHITE THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

(SOLEMNITY) - CHRISTMAS DAY 
Mass: The Readings may be interchanged from the 
formulae provided for Mass at Midnight, at Dawn, and 
During the Day. Gloria, Creed, and Christmas inserts for 
Eucharistic Prayer I. Note genuflection during the Creed 
when the Incarnation is mentioned. 
All priests may celebrate three (stipended) Masses today on 
condition that they are celebrated at the proper times 
(Midnight, Dawn and Day). 
Office: Night Prayer II of Sundays and Solemnities is said. 
Denis Torney (Cardiff) 2007 
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26 SATURDAY  RED ST STEPHEN, THE FIRST MARTYR (FEAST) 

Mass: Gloria. Preface I-III of the Nativity of the Lord. Inserts 
for Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. St Stephen is 
always named in the text of EP I. 
Office: At Prayer During the Day, psalms of the occurring 
weekday. Evening Prayer is of December 26 in the Octave of 
Christmas. 
John Meredith (Cardiff) 2013 

PSALTER WEEK 1; SUNDAY READING CYCLE B 
       EVENING: +WHITE THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH (FEAST) 

Mass: Gloria. Creed. Preface I-III of the Nativity of the Lord. 
Inserts for Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. 
Office: Evening Prayer I of the Feast of the Holy Family. 

 

27 SUNDAY    +WHITE THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH (FEAST) 
Mass: Gloria. Creed. Preface I-III of the Nativity of the Lord. 
Inserts for Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. 
Office: Evening Prayer II of the Feast of The Holy Family of 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph 
Note that in churches dedicated to St John the Evangelist, 
his observance as a Solemnity supersedes Holy Family.  

 

28 MONDAY    RED THE HOLY INNOCENTS, MARTYRS (FEAST) 
Mass: Gloria. Preface I-III of the Nativity of the Lord. Inserts 
for Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. 
Office: Evening Prayer is of December 28 in the Octave of 
Christmas. 
Vincent Daly (Wrexham) 2005; John O'Regan (Cardiff) 2016 

 

29  Tuesday  White Fifth Day within the Octave of Christmas; optionally, as 
a Commemoration, St Thomas Becket, Bishop and 
Martyr 
Mass: Gloria. Preface I-III of the Nativity of the Lord. Inserts 
for Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. 
Office: At Prayer During the Day, psalms of the occurring 
weekday. Evening Prayer is of December 29 in the Octave of 
Christmas. 

   BUT IN HEREFORDSHIRE 
 RED ST THOMAS BECKET, BISHOP AND MARTYR, PATRON OF THE 

PASTORAL CLERGY OF ENGLAND AND WALES (FEAST) 
Mass: Gloria. Preface I-III of the Nativity of the Lord. Special 
inserts for Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. Proper 
Readings at Lectionary II 819. 
Office: At Prayer During the Day, psalms of the occurring 
weekday. 
Michael Martin (Cardiff) 2001  
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30 Wednesday White Sixth Day within the Octave of Christmas 

Mass: Gloria. Preface I-III of the Nativity of the Lord. Inserts 
for Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. 
Office: At Prayer During the Day, psalms of the occurring 
weekday. Evening Prayer is of December 30 in the Octave of 
Christmas. 

 

31 Thursday  White Seventh Day within the Octave of Christmas; 
optionally, as a Commemoration, St Sylvester I 
Mass: Gloria. Preface I-III of the Nativity of the Lord. Inserts 
for Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. 
Office: At Prayer During the Day, psalms of the occurring 
weekday. 
A plenary indulgence is granted, under the usual conditions, 
for devoutly assisting at the recitation or solemn singing, in 
a church or oratory, of the hymn, Te Deum, in thanksgiving 
for all the benefits received in the course of the last year. 
Marshall Gibbs (Cardiff) 2004; Pope BENEDICT XVI 2022 

       EVENING: WHITE MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD (SOLEMNITY) 
Mass: Gloria. Creed.  

 

JANUARY 2027 

1 FRIDAY    WHITE MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD (SOLEMNITY) 
Mass: Gloria. Creed. Preface I of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
("on the Solemnity of the Motherhood..."). Inserts for 
Christmas if Eucharistic Prayer I is used. 
A plenary indulgence is granted, under the usual conditions, 
for the devout recitation in a church or oratory of the hymn, 
Veni Creator, imploring divine aid for the course of the New 
Year. 
When a Solemnity falls on a Friday, abstinence from meat 
need not be observed. 
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