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Ordination of
Fr Jonathan
Whitby-Smith
On the 30th of June, 2018, in St Barnabas cathedral,
our Bishop, Mgr. Patrick McKinney, ordained to the
priesthood the Reverend Jonathan Whitby-Smith, a
deacon and Church student at the seminary of the
archdiocese of Westminister at Allen Hall, in Lon-
don. 

(See story on page 6)

St. Raymond Nonnatus
Patron Saint of 
pregnant women

Feast day 31st August

Saturday through Sunday, 
the 7th, 8th and 9th of September,

2018

Liverpool City, the ACC Echo Arena 
(the 7th and 8th), the metropolitan
cathedral of Christ the King (the

9th)

Such events do not take place very often in the life of the
Church and the preparations continue to be made for the
large number of visitors who are expected to visit Liver-
pool across this weekend. The diocese invite you, if you
haven't already and would like to, to make arrangements
to travel from your parishes to Liverpool. The Adult For-
mation Office has arranged for coaches to carry people
across from Nottingham, Leicester and Derby. The fol-
lowing is a programme summary that has been copied
over from the website of the Conference of Bishops of
England and Wales, which contains much more infor-
mation. The programme has been divided according to
the three days and arranged accordingly.

continued on page 9



July
7 Saturday - Deepening our Faith with Bishop Robert Barron DVD.

Mass at 10.00 am followed at 11.00 am by DVD on The Spirit of the Liturgy. 
Shared table lunch at 1.00pm with soup and a roll. 
Please book in advance. Donations welcome. 

28 Saturday - Lectio Divina starting at 3.00 pm with the Divine Mercy Chaplet, 
followed by meditation on the Sunday Gospel. 

September
14 Friday - Healing Service led Fr Denis Labartette. Rosary at 7.00 pm 

followed by Mass, Adoration and prayers for healing.

15 Saturday - Deepening our Faith with Bishop Robert Barron DVD.
Mass at 10.00 am followed at 11.00 am by DVD on Saints for our Complex World.

Shared table lunch at 1.00pm with soup and a roll.
Please book in advance. Donations welcome. 

22 Saturday - “Prayer is a constant awareness of God’s loving presence”.
Talk by Fr Antonio Belsito. Mass at 10.00 am and talk at 11.00 am.

Shared table lunch at 1.00 pm. Please book in advance. All are welcome.

29 Saturday - Lectio Divina starting at 3.00 pm with the Divine Mercy Chaplet,
followed by meditation on the Sunday Gospel. 

ROSMINI CENTRE, 
433 FOSSE WAY,  LE7 4SJ

Tel: 07973 370620 or 01509 813078 or 
email: 243mulls@gmail.com

The Rosmini Centre is off the A46, half a mile north of Ratcliffe College
entrance on the left, 50 metres before the black and white Speed Camera sign.
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Wanted - Parish
Correspondents
The Catholic News is looking for a

Parish Correspondent in your
parish to send in local news for

publication in this newspaper. All
items to be emailed to

johnclwson@icloud.com
before 10th of the month

Still the Same People
A Diocesan Day for people involved

with dementia and its care
At the request of Bishop Patrick, SPANNED is seeking to set up a strategy in the dio-
cese to support people living with dementia and those who care for them. A book of the
above title has already been published and is available at £4 (including postage) from
St.Peter’s Priory, Leicester Road, Hinckley, LE10 1LW (Tel 01455 634443; email hinck-
leypriory@gmail.com). It has been well received and 12 bishops have written to thank
us for it. There will be a special Diocesan Day for anyone who would like to be involved
in this work or has any reason to think they might benefit from it at Our Lady of Lour-
des Parish Centre, Uttoxeter Road., Mickleover DE3 9GE, on Saturday October 6 from
11.00am-3.00pm. Please bring a packed lunch. Drinks will be provided. It would be
helpful if you could let us know in advance in you are coming.

Nottingham Diocese
Spirituality Network 

Days of Prayer: 2018-19
7  Oct   8  Dec 
2 Mar   8 Jun
Days of Prayer: 

Offering different ways of praying.

Deepening my Prayer Life
Day starts with coffee at 10:00 and ends 

with a Liturgy at 3:00pm

St Alban’s Chaddesden, Derby, DE21 6ET

7 October - Ignatian Prayer
8 December - Advent retreat

2 March - Silent/Centring Prayer)
9 June - Lectio Divina

Ann Neale 
Tel. 01623 811141- Mob. 077 30956156 - ann@perkeo.co.uk

Or

Angela Fairbrother
Tel. 01332 544146 - Mob. 07813 584213 

angelafairbrother69@gmail.com

Bishop Patrick McKinney made parish visi-
tation to Holy Trinity Church Newark over
the weekend of June 9th & 10th June this
year and celebrated the Sacrament of Con-
firmation during 10.00am Mass on June
10th.  People very much enjoyed meeting
their bishop who promised to visit all areas
of parish life during his next visitation.

Parish visitation to
Holy Trinity Church Newark

HERMITAGE OF OUR LADY 
& SAINT BENEDICT

Statue renovation / painting undertaken.
Please contact Fr. Richard h.d.n.

Tel:  01636 526947 
email: hermitage.fathers@gmail.com



can help you
reduce your
print costs

By combining the latest print
technology with easy to
manage print software,
Reprotec can help reduce your
print budget.

As a local supplier based in the East Midlands,
we are ideally placed to offer high quality service

and aftersales support.
38 Churchill Park, Colwick, Nottingham NG4 2HF

sales@reprotec.uk.com
www.reprotec.uk.com

Telephone  0115 940 0900
Facsimile    0115 940 4101

www.reprotec.uk.com

Exceptionally low cost per print
Multi-functional devices and desktop printers
Document management solutions
Rules based cost control
Rapid return on investment
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Sharing the Journey with 
Pope Francis in Gainsborough

Parishioners of St Thomas of Canterbury
took time after their Sunday Mass on 24th
June to participate in a CAFOD promoted
walk to “Share the Journey with Pope Fran-
cis” and encouraged by Bishop Patrick in
the last issue of Catholic News.

“We may only have walked a total of 24
miles or so for CAFOD, but we felt that in
our little corner of Lincolnshire we were in
touch with Pope Francis and thinking about
the plight of refugees” said David O’Brien
who assisted CAFOD Representative,
Pauline Ridley, in organising and managing
the walk.

Pauline said “The pack and cards we got
from CAFOD were really helpful as it there
were five different stories in each pack so
we could share these as we walked together.
The children’s cards were good too, I would

really recommend them.”

June 24th was chosen as the day as it was
the first Sunday after UN Refugee Day
which was on 20th June. 47 parishioners
took part and walked a very short distance
but as suggested by CAFOD they thought
about what it must be like to be a refugee as
they walked along. 

The group paused 3 times on the route to
pray and also remind themselves of the
strength and courage of those who have had
to flee their home lands because of conflict
or natural disaster.

Thought was given to how many of those
walking came from a variety of back-
grounds, in particular those who had left
their homes in Ireland to seek a new life in
Britain and further afield.

RODSLEY  2018

With a heatwave forecasted, the 43rd An-
nual Pilgrimage at Rodsley, the birthplace
of St Ralph Sherwin one of the Forty Mar-
tyrs of England and Wales, went ahead with
the usual verve and vigour that one associ-
ates with the highly organised annual event
that this has become.

Tony Bennett the Sherwin Society’s Presi-
dent paid tribute to the Society’s Chairman
Tom Kemple who sadly died at the begin-
ning of June.

As one could imagine, feelings were quite
raw over his sudden and unexpected death.

It was an extremely busy day for Fr Mark
Brentnall of English Martyrs, Derby. Due to
health reasons Canon Geoffrey Hunton
from St Marys, Derby was unable to deliver

the Homily. Not only did Fr Mark cover at
St Marys for Mass that morning, but he was
also at Rodsley delivering an extremely dy-
namic and interesting Homily on Canon Ge-
offreys behalf.

Who said we only got “Super Subs” in Foot-
ball?

A special vote of thanks was recorded to the
Derby Knights of St Columba who re-
sponded at the last moment to help with the
setting up and subsequent taking down and
stowing of all furniture associated with the
Pilgrimage.

As usual the Rodsley Tea Ladies did a most
magnificent job, keeping everyone fed and
watered after the Mass.

by Tony bennett, President of the Sherwin Society

Derby Catenians pray for
vocations

Each year the Catenians of Derby ask for a mass to said for vocations to the priesthood, Di-
aconate and religious life. This year, Canon Alan Burbidge of  St George’s church, Derby,
celebrated mass at the Mickleover golf club.

More information about the Derby branch of the Catenian Association can be obtained
from Richard Penna at richard.penna@ntlworld.com 
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The Parish Pilgrimage

The story . . .  I went to Rome for priestly studies reluc-
tantly.  I would have preferred to study in this country.  My
superior told me Rome was an education in itself and he
was right.  After an initial uncomfortable six months I
found myself under the spell of Rome: centre of our won-
derful, heart-breaking, saintly and shameful Catholic
Church; the fascination of nearly 3,000 years of Roman his-
tory and the vibrancy of Italian life in the city’s daily life.

I left Rome by the midnight train on my way home to Wales
(after four unbroken years away) for the joy of ordination to
the priesthood and told my three companions I would never
return.  I had been almost too happy and thought I could
not bear the pain of being a visitor where I had been so
completely at home.  A perfect four years were over.  I had
shared three sessions of the Second Vatican Council, up-to-
date each day in our lecture rooms and press conferences
with much that was happening in the bishops’ debates,
sharing some of the wonderful ceremonies that took place,
and following our rector’s advice to make the most of being
in the world’s most fascinating city.

Two years later the headmaster at our school, one of my
brethren, asked me to take the senior students (17/18) on a
European holiday.  You plan, he told me.  We youth-
hostelled across Western Europe for 23 unforgettable days:
Ostend, Aachen, Heidelberg, Salzburg, Venice, Florence,
Rome . . .

Our first evening in Rome we attended the opera at the
Baths of Caracalla, the stunning setting for the summer
Opera season.  We saw ‘Aida’ and marvelled at the stage
and settings, including the elephants.  The youngsters were
overwhelmed.  The following day we had mass at St Peter’s
and ate our lunch on the roof of the basilica.  The students
told me they saw a change in me – I spoke as though I had
come home.  I had.  I was again thinking in Italian, I was
speaking fluently and loving every moment of sharing
Rome with them, as I had Florence, Venice and Salzburg,
which I knew a little.  I knew now I could always come back
to Rome and be at home, not a visitor.  I could share all I
had been given.

My rector in Rome became our superior in Britain.  You
must share what you were given, he said, when he asked me
to leave school and move into parish life.  Take the people
on pilgrimage.

What blessings.  People of our parish, neighbouring
parishes, their relatives and friends, friendships formed, life
of the local Church enriched by the friendships consequent
to the pilgrimages.
We varied: Rome and Sorrento, Rome and Assisi, Rome-
Florence-Venice on the open-jaw ticket, people travelling
from their own parts of the country to be met by our Roman
bus/taxi company, making friends with the staff at our
favourite hotels and restaurants.  We are truly made to feel
at home.

Because we plan for ourselves we can hold down the costs,
allowing more people to afford to come.  We went to Lour-
des as a wonderful place of prayer, not in competition with
the fine diocesan pilgrimages which centre so well on serv-
ing the sick, but for the sake of those who could not afford
the necessarily higher costs of the diocesan pilgrimages
blessed by that service to the sick.

Malta came about because at our local Council of Churches
we talked about our elderly who never went on holiday: no
one to go with, lacking confidence in making plans, and
wondered if we could do something . . . low prices, low sea-
son, had to mean winter – but also an escape from the cold.
Malta seemed an answer.  It was perfect.  The short days of
after Christmas are brightened by the thought of adventure
a few weeks ahead, and when we return it is only a few
weeks until spring.

Assisi is spiritually rich.  We share morning prayer and
mass with the Franciscans at the basilica, we walk the me-
dieval streets full of the spirit of St Francis and St Clare, we
share the story and the history.  Padua is a beautiful city.
Our hotel is across the road from the basilica and we have
mass there each day.  Venice is only 30 minutes away on the
train and we have glorious days there.  The Italian lakes are
beautiful, Lake Maggiore the most.  There, at Stresa,
Blessed Antonio Rosmini is buried and we share the beauty
of the place he loved so deeply.  (I belong to the religious
congregation he founded.)

Profits from our pilgrimages, small but reasonable, are
shared with Charities.  There are gifts for the housebound
and those in care and nursing homes who can never come
on pilgrimage, so the whole parish is involved.

I see the pilgrimages (usually three per year, but four this
and next year) as my holiday.  Good friends stand in for me
when I’m away as they would if I were on holiday. Organis-
ing the pilgrimage is hard work with a wonderful team in
our Watermead Apostolate which books flights, arranges
hotels, chooses restaurants, arranges airport transfers and
looks after the daily needs and questions during the pil-
grimage week.

Could you do it?  Would you do it?  Would you help people
of your parish/deanery/local churches have a
pilgrimage/holiday together, holding down the costs, ac-
cepting the responsibilities?  To share the joy and friendli-

ness of those days, to see friendships brought back to the
local churches and parishes, to share the blessings with the
sick and the housebound of the parish, to make donations
to national and international charities . . .

St Joseph’s parish reflects the growing global movement of
peoples in our universal Church and one of the many bless-
ings of going on pilgrimage together is that it gives people
time to really get to know each other.  Walking alongside,
praying and eating together, pilgrims find there is time to
learn more on a personal level about each other’s cultural
traditions and experience of Church.  These informal dis-
cussions have borne fruit over the years in charitable and
social initiatives, as well as respect for the various expres-
sions of our shared faith.  
Pilgrimages have a very positive impact on our parish life. 

Let us help you.  Watermead Pilgrimages is part of the Wa-
termead Apostolate.  Visit the website, phone or even come
to visit a parish that will serve you a delicious cooked meal
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays (phone ahead) but welcome
you any time.

People of the parish can organise pilgrimages.  Wherever
you go you will be able to pray together, attend mass, share
blessings.  We have used good travel agents besides booking
for ourselves.  So might you?

John Daley IC
Telephone 0116 2415159

Our parish is planning four pilgrimages in 2019: Malta in February, Lourdes in May, Assisi (and Florence, Pisa and Siena)
in September, Rome in November. In 2018 we have planned and shared Malta, Padua and Assisi, Stresa and the Italian Lakes,

Rome.  Other years we have been to Lisieux for St Therese.

Growing signs of
God’s kingdom

Paul Bodenham, newly-appointed Justice and Peace
Fieldworker in the Diocese, introduces himself.

Jesus calls us all to ‘bear
fruit, fruit that will last’.
It’s an invitation that
makes ordinary heroes
of us all, for the sake of
the kingdom of God.  So
what might it mean for
you?  

There is an answer to that question in every follower of
Jesus, and in each of us in the diocese of Nottingham.  And
it’s part of the job of the Justice and Peace Commission to
help you fulfil what ‘bearing fruit’ means for you.  As its
new Justice and Peace Fieldworker, I’m delighted to have
a share in that work.

The Gospel is not just words, or worship, but a way of life
– in the home, at school, at work, in the life of our commu-
nities and our nation, and in the many hidden ways we be-
come ‘salt for the earth’.  Welcoming the stranger and the
marginalised, peace-making and an earth-friendly lifestyle
are part-and-parcel of a mature and joyful faith: the pro-
motion of justice and peace is a ‘constitutive dimension of
the proclamation of the gospel’ as a synod of the world’s
bishops put it nearly 50 years ago.  

My job as the Justice and Peace Commission’s fieldworker
is to help your parish, deanery or school live out that call,
learning, reflecting and acting on issues of social justice,
peace and the environment, in the light of the Gospel and
Catholic Social Teaching.  I am here to help you foster
practical discipleship and develop outreach, with ecumeni-
cal partners, local authorities and voluntary organisations.  

For over 20 years I have been a policy adviser for public
sector organisations, mainly working across the East Mid-
lands, much as the diocese does.  I’ve also been active in
faith-based initiatives, such as setting up a YMCA Foyer
project to give vulnerable and homeless young people a
start in life.  I am currently chair of Green Christian, a
charity which promotes dialogue between churches and
the Green movement.  On a Sunday you will see me in the
choir at St Anne’s parish, Radcliffe on Trent.

Having started at the end of June, I’m still getting to grips
with the job, and meeting the ‘ordinary heroes’ of the dio-
cese like you.  You can help me find my feet!  Get in touch
and say hello if we can help you or your parish community
in putting faith into action.  The commission and I are
soon to develop a workplan for the next three years: your
insights and interests are just what we need for discerning
our next steps.

It would also be great to meet you at the annual diocesan
justice and peace Assembly.  This year it’s at St Hugh’s in
central Lincoln on Saturday 10 November 2018.  It’s an
opportunity to grow in discipleship, learning from expert
speakers and each other what it means to live our faith
today.  Put it in your diary now, and let me know if you’d
like a personal invitation when we open for bookings!

I can be contacted at jpnottingham@nrcdt.org.uk, or you
can call me on 07470 907656 during office hours on Tues-
days, Wednesdays and Thursdays.  As the Justice and
Peace Commission’s first point of contact, I look forward
to working with you, and seeing God’s kingdom come
close, here in the five counties of our diocese.
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The Cabin Car Mk2 is the most advanced Mobility
Scooter in the world! Featuring reversing camera, 
USB Charging ports and full internal heater, it really
does have all the creature comforts of a car! 
The soft suspension and long range batteries keep
it going for hours, and the familiar digital dashboard
makes driving simple!

INTEREST FREE CREDIT

New or Reconditioned Stairlifts
365 Day Local Service & Support
BUY NOW AND PAY IN SMALL
AFFORDABLE PAYMENTS

Canon Car MK2

B          

 

K N I G H T S   O F   S T   C O L U M B A 
SERVE GOD BY SERVING OTHERS 

 
Website : www.ksc.org.uk    Facebook : www.facebook.com/KofSC 

The RoTThTheThe The RThe RosaryThe RosThe RosaThe RosarThe Rosary 
A  CHAIN  OF  PRAYER 

Let us together link 
communities and countries, 

as witnesses to the  
Catholic Faith,  

to protect 
the sanctity of life,  

in combating 
abortion and euthanasia 

through the Rosary 
and with 10 days of prayer. 

 

From  
The Feast Day of  

the Transfiguration of the Lord 
Monday, 6th August 2018 

 

To 
The Assumption of 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 
(Solemnity) 

Wednesday, 15th August 2018 
 

—————————- o 0 o —————————-  
 

Watch the Chain of Prayer lengthen 
on the KSC National website  

and KSC Facebook page. 
Contact Name : 

Contact details : 

Venue : 

Time : 

An International Mass at 
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Bulwell

On the 24th of June, at the parish of Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Bulwell,
Fr. John Martin offered Mass for a congregation with various cultural

backgrounds. The above are some of the pictures presented by the parish for
more pictures see their website.
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FRANKLY SPEAKINGFRANKLY SPEAKING

Bishop Patrick said in his homily (which can
be found reproduced   in full on the Not-
tingham Diocesan website), "Jonathan, you
have chosen some wonderful scripture read-
ings for us to listen to and reflect upon be-
fore we witness your generous giving of
yourself, to the Lord and to his Church, for
service as His priest. In particular, I was
very much taken with the words that Jesus
uses in St John’s gospel to speak to his dis-
ciples then, and to his disciples in every age,
of his love for them, of his love for us: ‘As
the Father has loved me, so I have loved
you. Remain in my love.’ In his life on earth
Jesus knew what it was to be the object of
his Father’s love and to abide in that love;
and from his life he gives us all a wonderful
example to follow, and especially one
preparing to serve him as a priest. Why?
Quite simply because, from the gospels, we
can see that the life of Jesus was one of
seeking and doing the Father’s will in all
things; it was a life lived in loving obedience
to the Father. Jesus was, quite simply, not
afraid of losing anything by giving his whole
life to the service of his Father. Why? Be-
cause he knew that the Father loved him,

knew that the Father was with him, and was
guiding him in his words and actions. Jesus’
relationship with the Father is a good model
for all of us, and especially for one prepar-
ing to give his life in service of God as a
priest. And it is this love of the Father for
him throughout his life that Jesus uses to
express just how much he in turn loves his
disciples, loves you and I”. The Bishop  in-
vited Christians everywhere to a renewed
personal encounter with Jesus Christ. He
asked Jonathan to speak often of God’s love
and of his mercy and he ended his homily
saying “a priest is far from perfect, is far
from being ‘holier than thou’, as well we all
know; he is far from being the finished arti-
cle; he too struggles, like everyone else, with
sin, doubts, fears, frustrations and feelings
of inadequacy; he knows that he is always a
work in progress. The man who is a priest
remains all too human, a vessel of clay, but,
if within his heart he has truly encountered
God’s love and mercy, this, along with the
prayers and encouragement of the people to
whom he ministers, will sustain him; by
being open to God’s love and grace working
in him”.

Ordination of Reverend Jonathan Whitby-Smith

In June Bishop Patrick presided over  the  Mass of Confirmation, at the parish church of the Good
Shepherd in Arnold, A message to our Confirmation Candidates: Congratulations. Well the great event
now begins, as our 45 young peoples seek to celebrate their Faith following Confirmation by Bishop
Patrick. They are certainly not short of affirmation and encouragement when we see all of the work of
our Catechists, Sacrists, Liturgists, External Grounds Folk, Church and Centre Cleansing Operatives
and our Office Staff. Well done everybody on the extraordinary amount of time and energy you have all
placed before us to encourage these young people to respond to the Holy Spirit and discover their
charism to build up our parish community. Pray especially for the parents that they fulfil their obliga-
tion of bringing and encouraging their youth in sharing and understanding the importance of the
Sacrament of Confession and their solemn obligation now to participate in the Holy Sacrifice Mass
each Sabbath Day as well as developing a deep devotional and personal relational prayer life with the
aid of the Holy Spirit. We will continue to help support you all as you find your home in our parish
amongst friends and families. God Bless.

Confirmations at the 
Good Shepherd,
Nottingham, 2018

The month of August for many, but not all,
is quite often a time for a summer holiday
break.  During the last 50 years the
Mediterranean Sea and its adjacent
beaches has developed into a very popu-
lar destination for a great number of peo-
ple.

In recent years we have all surely been
greatly disturbed by an unfolding and
shocking human tragedy of all too fre-
quent loss of life in this great waterway. At
the time of writing this article about 1,000
people have died this year attempting to
reach Europe from North Africa. The
weekend of July 1st was particularly tragic
with the Libyan coastguard having to cope
with around 100 drownings including 3
children. Yes, the politics of Europe are in-
volved with this loss of life and who takes
responsibility? The developed world must
show that we do not simply regard the
Mediterranean as a holiday area. Those
who pursue these dangerous dinghy ves-
sels which are so overcrowded are not on
any leisure journey.

The first school chaplain I knew always
maintained that the world could feed all
the hungry and those in genuine poverty if
only we would stop spending money on
weapons and wars. This priest had been
ordained in 1913 and had witnessed the
full horrors of the two world wars and lived
long enough to see the ill-fated British in-

vasion of Suez in 1956 which also in-
volved France and Israel. In todays very
different world we hear calls for an in-
crease in defence spending the lack of
which some claim has been putting our
armed forces at risk. One military retired
leader wishes to see a reduction in our
overseas aid budget to pay for this. Those
who report the agreed wasting of money
on overseas aid never get round to men-
tioning the many years when we did not
reach the “target” of 0.7% but that sadly is
politics.

I am always pleased to read good news
particularly at holiday time when many of
us need our batteries recharging. A recent
visit to my parish from the Missionary So-
ciety of St Columban not only reminded
us of the desire for peace and reconcilia-
tion between North and South Korea but
that the Winter Olympics may have
sparked a change in relations between
the two countries. The Columban Mission-
aries have just celebrated their centenary
and also tell us that in Korea an “increas-
ing number of young men” are wishing to
become priests. We are asked at this time
to pray for all the people and missionaries
in Korea.

Frank Goulding
Holy Trinity Parish

Newark
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A Feast for a Feast Day
June 29th, our Parish of SS Peter & Paul
Feast Day, was also the day when the ladies
of the CWL have their famous “Strawberry
Tea”.

At our previous meeting on the 14th May
arrangements were made and plans for the
event noted.

At 12 noon on the 29th we arrived to start
preparing the parish centre. Tables were set
with pretty cloths and small vases of flow-
ers. Members of the CWL then turned up
bearing delicious food: cakes, savouries, sal-
ads and lots more.
Teapot at the ready and cups laid out we
took a well-earned four minutes rest.

One of the smaller tables was set aside for
an array of crafts, knitted items, hand-made
cards and charming gift boxes, to name just
a few.

Guests started to arrive and were greeted
with a welcoming smile. The afternoon was
a wonderful success with everyone enjoying
the food, especially the strawberries and ice
cream.

The afternoon drew to a close but not before
the excitement of the raffle with some super
prizes. A big thank you to everyone who
helped to make it such a success.

Jennifer, St Peter & St Paul’s, Lincoln

A PARISH BLESSING
Blessed Sacrament’s Celebration of 

Father Jonathan’s First Mass
In the Autumn of 2017 Blessed Sacrament
Parish in Leicester welcomed Deacon
Jonathan Whitby-Smith who was to com-
plete his year of formation there, leading up
to his Ordination on 30 June this year. This
quiet and thoughtful young man would ap-
pear on Saturdays and disappear early on
Monday mornings – back to his studies. It is
probably fair to say that the Parish did not
really get to know him, but they certainly
looked forward to his coming and especially
his homilies. 

They found out that he has a great sense of
humour, that he is very clever, and that he
has a beautiful singing voice. He was always
happy to spend time chatting after the
weekend Masses and the idea of having a
Deacon soon caught on. Then Ordination
loomed and the Parish was delighted to dis-
cover that he would be celebrating his First
Mass at Blessed Sacrament on 1 July.

The Parish was mobilised! This was to be
quite an occasion and they wanted every-
thing to be just perfect for the new Father
Jonathan. The Parish Team checked and re-
checked that all aspects had been covered.
Activity reached fever pitch on the morning
of Sunday, 1 July, as food – tons of it –
began to arrive at the Parish Hall and visi-
tors descended on the Parish from all cor-
ners of the country. On yet another very hot

morning the church gradually filled with
happy and expectant parishioners and
guests. And it was fantastic!

‘Community’ is the hallmark of Blessed
Sacrament. With around forty nations rep-
resented, it has always focused on inclusion
and always been attentive to the different
cultures it embraces. For the Parish, the
First Mass of Father Jonathan was a gift. As
well as being an opportunity for most of
those present to experience such a truly
spiritual and emotional Mass, the celebra-
tion buffet lunch afterwards was the epit-
ome of community, with food from every
land. Father Jonathan was relaxed and
happy as he moved among the people, ev-
eryone wanting to wish him well. He had
been supported throughout his Ordination
and at his First Mass by his family and
friends and at the buffet lunch on Sunday
alumni of the University of Nottingham
Catholic Chaplaincy sang ‘Ad multos annos!
Vivat! Vivat! Vivat!’ 

To be able to celebrate this day with
Jonathan was a blessing for the Parish. It
was a day that could not be replicated by de-
sign because it was a gift day to the Parish.
However, the experiences will be carried by
the people and they will never forget the oc-
casion or the joy in community that came
from it. Vivat, indeed! 

CN101

        

Also serving Schools, Business and HomesAlso serving Schools, Business and Homes

Do you struggle to fill your church magazine,
pew‐sheet or website? 

We can help! TTrryy oouurr ggrraapphhiiccss aanndd eeddiittoorriiaall::

Fresh each month
Copyright‐cleared
Seasonally themed 
Front covers
Artwork, puzzles

Children’s pages
Church news 
Inspira�onal ar�cles 
Community ar�cles
Humour, quotes 

www.parishpump.co.uk     
enquiries@parishpump.co.uk

Downloads in seconds – saves you hours.  

To a d ve r t i s eTo  a d v e r t i s e
P h o n e J a n e tP h o n e J a n e t

o no n
01440 73039901440 730399
07931 83690707931 836907



On Sunday 1st July 2018, 15 parishioners from 4 parishes in Not-
tinghamshire added 69 miles to CAFODs Share the Journey to-
taliser.

Ann and Roger Neale from St Joseph’s in Shirebrook told us:

“We headed
off on our
walk from St
Philip Neri
in Mansfield
with parish-
ioners from
St Philip’s,
St Patrick’s,
Forest Town
and Our
Lady of Help
of Christians
in Kirkby in
Ashfield.  It
was lovely and
cool in the church as we started our walk with prayers, reflecting on
the journeys that refugees and migrants have to take. We knew it
was going to be hot outside!

Half way and we arrived at St Patrick’s, where we were given a very
welcome drink and cake. When we finally returned to St Philip’s all
tired and hot, we really felt we had achieved something.  Respond-
ing to Pope Francis’ Share the Journey campaign we knew we were
part of something bigger, joining with our global Catholic commu-
nity to raise awareness of the issues facing refugees and migrants
on their journeys. It was also very moving to be walking with the
Lampedusa Cross.   It was hot but that made it even more signifi-
cant, as we remembered the plight of refugees as we walked, and to
be able to bring this terrible situation to the attention of our politi-
cal leaders and feel united with Pope Francis when he addresses
world leaders at the UN Assembly in September.

We arrived at
our destina-
tion tired
and weary
but happy
that we made
our short
walk with
CAFOD.
Some took a
different
route to a
different des-
tination and
it made us
wonder how
refugees feel when they walk and have no end in sight.

We managed to add 69 miles to add to the Share the Journey total.
Carrying our bags and the Lampedusa Cross in solidarity with
refugees and migrants .  Thanks to the 13 people who joined us and
all those who joined us in spirit!”

So many schools and parishes have taken part in the campaign and
more walks are planned over the summer.  The original target was
to walk the 24 900 miles that circumnavigate the global.  We have
nearly completed that…… twice!   So help us make it three times?

Come and join us in September as we walk from The Briars to
Chrich
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Solicitors to the Diocese of 

Nottingham 
 

Offering you a full range of legal 
services:  
 

• Wills & Power of Attorney 

• Probate & Trusts 

• Company & Commercial Law 

• Commercial Property 
• Commercial/Property Litigation 

• Residential Conveyancing 

• Employment Law, and more 
 

Telephone: 
0115 851 1666 

 

At 15 Victoria Street, Nottingham & 
Tudor Square, West Bridgford  
E-mail: law@massers.co.uk  

 

The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.
Daily Mass is the
centre of community

Our Lady of FidelityOur Lady of Fidelity

life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF 
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY

Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS

Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001

Ministers of Religion

In June Fr Benedict
Abuo, Priest in
Charge at St Augus-
tine Webster Church,
Barton upon Hum-
ber, was approached
by two altar servers
Amelia and Roxanne
who wanted to run a
cake stall on Sunday
after mass in aid of
Cancer Research. They both knew people who had been affected
by cancer. Amelia stood up in front of the congregation a few
weeks before the event and made an appeal for cakes to sell and
for people to come along and buy them.  On the day a fabulous
sum of £162.64 was raised.  The amount was sent off to Cancer
Research and they received a certificate of thanks and this was
presented to them at mass. Well done girls.

Ann Taylor
(Admin, St Augustine Webster, Barton upon Humber)

Sharing the Journey in Nottinghamshire

Money raised in aid of 
Cancer Research

Be a CAFOD School Volunteer?
Here at CAFOD in Nottingham Diocese we are
delighted with our achievements and have
surpassed our targets for the number of
schools visited this academic year.

However... there are parts of the Diocese that
don’t have regular visits from our schools
team as we don’t have any volunteers in
those areas. Areas where we really need to re-
cruit are Lincolnshire, North Derbyshire and
Leicestershire.
Would you, or do you know someone, who
may be interested in joining our wonderful Schools Volunteer
Team? We provide excellent training and ongoing support.
Tricia and Ann completed their training last term and have been
visiting schools, leading workshops on Share the Journey and pre-
senting assemblies.  As Ann told me, “I really enjoyed the excellent
training from the CAFOD
Schools team and visiting
schools in our Diocese.  It
is a very rewarding way to
spend a morning or after-
noon. Come on give it a
try!”

Tricia, following her visit
to St Charles in Measham
received letters of thanks
from some of the students
thanking her for her work-
shop

There is plenty of time to apply and attend our two training days
next term. Both days are in York, as we provide training in the Re-
gion covering the Dioceses of Hexham & Newcastle, Middles-
brough, Leeds, Hallam and Nottingham. It really gives you an
experience of being part of something bigger, of sharing skills and
knowledge and ideas.
Every term we also provide
a training day for current
volunteers to introduce new
resources for assemblies
and workshops that we can
offer our schools. Why not
come along to the next one
to find out exactly how we
work?

By supporting our schools you will helping to educate and inform
students about the fight against global poverty and injustice and
helping them put their faith into action.

Trust me, you will be inspired, motivated, overawed and impressed
by the engagement of our students!

DATES for next term
North East Region Training Day for current volunteers

Monday 10th September 2018
St Benedict’s Church, Garforth,  Leeds

North East Region Training Days 1 and 2 for new volunteers –
Friday September 28th & Friday November 9th in York

Don’t be shy………. give us a try!  And help bring CAFOD home to
our schools!!



The Lincoln Deanery Eucharistic Procession, starting from St Peter
and St Paul’s Church, took place on Sunday 8 July. Following Ado-
ration in the church ministers and members of the congregations of
Our Lady of Lincoln and St Hugh’s churches joined in processing
around the church and into the grounds of St Peter and St Paul’s
School.

Deacons from Our Lady’s and St Hugh’s gave the Gospel readings
relating Eucharistic Adoration to the Passion and Resurrection of
Jesus as silent worship and Adoration took place.

After Benediction back in the church we all enjoyed tea, copious
cold drinks – it was blisteringly hot – and cakes in the church hall.
Father Eddy shared his birthday cake with us which was delicious,
supplemented by doughnuts and chocolate rolls.
A wonderful celebration of the Eucharist!

St Peter and St Paul’s Church, Lincoln

continued from page 1

I. The Adoremus Symposium 
(Friday the 7th of September)

10:00-10:30 Arrival and Coffee
10:30-11:00Welcome & Opening Prayer:
the Most Rev. Archbishop Malcolm
McMahon OP and His Grace the Apostolic
Nuncio to Great Britain.
11:00-11:45 Keynote 1: The Scriptural
Context, by the Rev. Canon Mervyn Tower,
Parish Priest, Corpus Christi, Oxford
12:00-12:45 Keynote 2: The Eucharist in
the life of the Church, by the Rev. Canon
David J Oakley, Rector of St Mary’s College,
Oscott
12:50-13:35 Keynote 3: Teaching the
Eucharist, by Sr. Margaret Atkins CRSA, of
the Augustinian Community at Boarbank
Hall in Cumbria
In the afternoon delegates can attend 1 of
the 3 presentations for each time slot
14:30-15:15 Presentation Set 1:
preparing Children for the Sacraments of
Initiation, preparing children for their First
Holy Communion in a completely
Christocentric way, maximising the
opportunity of sacramental catechesis to
help the children encounter Jesus and the
Church, in full accordance with the
Catechism of the Catholic Church(Dora
Nash is the author of popular Sacramental
Preparation Courses Confirmed in the Faith
and Jesus Comes to Me); the ministry of the
Eucharist in hospitals and prisons (the Rt.
Rev. Bishop Paul Mason is an auxiliary
bishop for the Archdiocese of Southwark
and the Rev. Fr. Paul Douthwaite is the
Bishops’ Conference National Chaplain for
Prisons); Eucharistic Liturgical Rites
outside of Mass (the Rev. Fr. Paul Gunter
OSB, a monk of Douai Abbey, is secretary of
the Department of Christian Life and
Worship of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales and
parish priest of Our Lady and St Joseph,
Alcester)
15:30-16:15 Presentation Set 2: the
Eucharist as a sign of the Church’s Unity:
“One Bread, One Body” revisited (the Rev.
Fr. Dominic Robinson SJ teaches Dogmatic
and Pastoral Theology at Heythrop College
and Allen Hall Seminary and is vice-chair of
the Society for Ecumenical Studies and of
Churches Together in Westminster and the
Rev. Canon John O’Toole is National
Ecumenical Officer for the Catholic Bishops’
Conference and Anglican, Methodist and
Salvation Army ecumenical colleagues); “A
kingdom of justice, love and peace”: the
Eucharist and Social Justice (Dr. Phil
McCarthy is the Chief Executive of Caritas
Social Action Network); “Teaching children
to pray before the Eucharist” (Julie Rourke
is a Primary Religious Education Advisor
and Section 48 Inspector for the Christian
Education Department at the Archdiocese
of Liverpool);
16:30–17:15 Presentation Set 3: “John
Henry Newman and Dominic Barberi: An
historical moment in Eucharistic
Adoration” (the Rev. Fr. Ian Ker is generally
regarded as the leading authority on the life
and writings of Bl. John Henry Newman, on

whom he has written the definitive
biography as well as several other books);
“Musical resources for Adoration” (Dr.
Christopher McElroy is the Director of
Music at Liverpool’s iconic Metropolitan
Cathedral); Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion: Ministry and Practice (the
Rev. Fr. Chris Thomas is a priest of the
Archdiocese of Liverpool and the Director of
its lrenaeus Project and Sr. Moira Meeghan
is a Sister of S. Mary of Namur who grew up
in S. Helen's and followed a career in
teaching, culminating in the headship of a
joint Catholic and Church of England
primary school primary school in Liverpool)
17:30–17:45 Conclusion & Closing Prayer
18.15 Choral Vespers followed by Mass at
1900 is available at the Liverpool
Metropolitan Cathedral for those wishing to
attend.

II. The Adoremus Congress 
(Saturday the 8th of September)

8:15Morning Prayer and Mass at the
Liverpool Metropolitan Cathedral, for those
wishing to attend
9:30 Arena opens
10:30 Welcome & Opening Prayer: the Rt.
Rev. Bishop Robert Byrne, auxiliary bishop
of the Archdiocese of Birmingham, Greeting
by His Grace the Apostolic Nuncio and a

welcome from the Most Rev. Archbishop
Malcolm McMahon OP
11:00 Keynote 1: the Rt. Rev. Bishop
Robert Barron, auxiliary bishop of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles
13:30 Keynote 2: the Rt. Rev. Bishop
Robert Barron, auxiliary bishop of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles
14:30 Exploring the themes of the congress
with Drama, Testimony and Presentations
16:00 Exposition and Benediction with
Evening Prayer of Corpus Christi to include
a reflection from His Emminence the Most
Rev. Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop
of Westminster and President of the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England &
Wales
17:00 Finish

III. The Adoremus Pilgrimage
(Sunday the 9th of September)

9:30 Solemn Mass; celebrant: the Most
Rev. Archbishop Malcolm McMahon OP
11:30 Solemn Mass; celebrant: His Emi-
nence the Most Rev. Cardinal Vincent
Nichols; preacher: the Most Rev. Arch-
bishop Malcolm McMahon OP
13:00 Outdoor Eucharistic Procession
14:45 Benediction
15:00 Finish
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»  Direct Àights from various airports in the UK

»  Fully escorted with professional guides 

»  Special incentives for group bookings based 
 on group numbers

»  Professional help in group organising, 
 management and booking process

»  Free promotional materials to assist your tours

»  Fully bonded & licensed travel operation for 
	 your	full	¿nancial	protection

ORGANISE YOUR GROUP PILGRIMAGE

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

£675pp
£9 OCTOBER  |  5 NIGHTS  

From Manchester

»  Direct return Àights from Manchester 
 to Rome, including airport transfers
»  5 nights’ accommodation in Hotel             
    Porziuncola, Assisi | Half Board basis

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

LIVERPOOL  0151 9092871  |  MANCHESTER:  0161 8208790  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

Please
support our
Advertisers

Lincoln Deanery
Eucharistic
Procession

Saturday Seven Steps Scripture Sharing
A small collective hearing aid for the Word

It has been running since January and has
5 members. Eventually there will be 12.
They meet 26 times a year for 90 minutes
on Saturday mornings from 9.30 - 11 am in
the Upper Room adjacent to St Peter’s
Church Hall in West Holme Street, Leices-
ter. In practice this means that all partici-
pants live in Leicestershire.

The inspiration for the Sharing comes
from the Acts of the Apostle 2:42 where we
read that the first disciples ‘devoted them-
selves to The Teaching and Company of
the Apostles’.

If we are right in suspecting that the Spirit
is behind our work, and others feel the
same way, eventually there could be twelve
such groups in Leicestershire, playing a
vital part in the renewal of our Catholic
community.

The core activity of the meeting is an en-
counter with the Gospel reading of the up-
coming Sunday according to a method
known as the Severn Steps. It is a collec-
tive form of Lectia Divina.

The key to the educational methodology of
the group is its stress on learning in
pairs,which we have borrowed from the
working of the orthodox Jewish Yeshivas.
This gives every participant a main learn-
ing partner, but there are also arrange-
ments in which we learn from a more

advanced student, or to give help to a be-
ginner.

The Upper Room we meet in is very suit-
able for the purpose and is beginning to
feel like home. A good library is being built
up. We are networked with the Scripture
Unit of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
and their Secretary will visit us in Septem-
ber.

The annual programme includes a Mass, a
Dinner, a Pilgrimage, an Outing and the
visits of eminent Biblicists.

The sharing is particularly suitable for re-
tired priests, deacons, readers, Eucharistic
ministers and neophytes. Young people
are very welcome. The ethos is very demo-
cratic.

Newcomers commit to seven meetings,
after which we can decide whether to go
further.

Our patron St Hugh of Lincoln could com-
plete any verse in the bible if you gave him
the first words! Our logo is a fig tree, in
whose welcome shade the scriptures were
traditionally studied.

For further information, please contact
Anthony Pateman on 07884 011261 or
email a.pateman@talktalk.net
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GRANTHAM’S ONLY FULLY QUALIFIED
AND INDEPENDEDNT FAMILY RUN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“A professional, compassionate &

local service”
14, St Catherine’s Road,
Grantham, NG31 6TS

Tel: 01476 594422 (24hours)
email: funerals@rhfd.co.uk

www.roberthollandfunerals.co.uk
For details of upcoming funerals please

visit www.roberthollandfunerals.co.uk/current-funerals

   
   

   
    

 

    
  

   
 

       
 

   
   

   
    

 

    
  

   
 

       
 

FUNERAL SERVICESFUNERAL SERVICES
Helping with all your needs

Murray’s Independent 
Funeral Directors

Owned and run by Sue and David Barke
Be assured as a
Catholic family
we understand
how best to
combine church
teachings with
your wishes
• On site-chapel of rest and car parking
• Pre payment plans  –  Repatriations
• Flowers, memorial cards and printing

Our office in Findern is just a few
minutes from Littleover and Mickleover

Holly Bank House, 25 Main St.
Findern, Derbys DE65 6AG   

Tel: 01332 425022
Also at 23 York St. 

Burton upon Trent   DE14 2LX     
Tel: 01283 562299

murraysfunerals.co.uk

Cardinal Vincent Nichols congratulates CTS
at Westminster Cathedral for their pivotal
role in communicating the Truth of the
Catholic faith in Great Britain for 150 years.

To mark 150 years of publishing, the CTS
were delighted to celebrate with archbish-
ops, bishops, priests and the wider CTS
family of donors, volunteers, CTS parish
representatives and authors from around
the world.

In his homily Cardinal Nichols congratu-
lated CTS, as Publishers to the Holy See
since 1964, for playing a pivotal role in com-
municating the teaching of the Magis-
terium. He also praised CTS founder
Cardinal Vaughan, for two of his great gifts
to the Church, the founding of CTS in 1868
and the building of Westminster Cathedral:
“The two legacies of Cardinal Vaughan, the
Cathedral and the Society,  fit together well.
The CTS motto ‘God’s Truth, beautifully
told’, hints at why. That Westminster Cathe-
dral is beautiful is beyond question, but it’s
beauty is purposeful – it is there to lead us
towards Jesus Christ, who is our Truth.

Those whose hearts are stirred by beauty
may start to ask themselves questions about
the source of that beauty and wish to inform
themselves more deeply about it. The work
of the CTS is there to provide a practical re-
sponse to that desire.”

CTS General Secretary Fergal Martin said,
“1868 to 2018 we feel is something to cele-
brate. CTS would have little to offer without
our donors, writers and parish reps and
those who support us constantly with their
prayers. It’s a privilege to work for the
Gospel and for the Truth – the truth which
brings so much joy and hope to the lives of
those to welcome it.”

“As president of the CTS I am very proud of
how the charity have faithfully worked to
support the mission of Catholics to enrich
society and give hope and joy to past, pre-
sent and future generations. My congratula-
tions to all at the CTS, their volunteers and
supporters on their 150th Anniversary.”

Cardinal Vincent Nichols
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Catholic Truth Society 
150th Anniversary

Mass In 2008 as a consequence of the Equalities
Act the Catholic Children’s Society
changed its name to Faith in Families and
moved from Diocesan responsibility to be-
come an independent charity. That change
did not affect the adoption work of the
charity and it continued to help the most
difficult to place children to find loving
homes. In the seventy years of its existence
over 2000 children have been found nur-
turing families and the charity, through its
adoption support work sill works with
many of the families and adopted children
(now adults of course) today. 

At the Diamond Jubilee Mass, which took
place at the same time as Faith in Families
came into existence, Bishop Malcolm in
his homily said “The love of God reaches
us in different ways; developing and
broadening our services will bear fruit and
bring joy to families and children.”
Throughout its history, the Catholic Chil-
dren’s Society and Faith in Families has
adapted and evolved. The challenges they
have faced have been the result of changes
in the needs of children and of changes in
views of society as a whole. However, the
core values and ethos remains the same as
when it first began and the welfare of chil-
dren remains the priority. 

The development of the charity’s school
social work service has been a key element
in the continuing relationship with the
Diocese. Through its work in nearly a
quarter of our Catholic schools families
and pupils are supported through difficult
times and the schools gain great benefits
from this work. It is hoped that with the
change to four large Diocesan Multi
Academy Trusts this work will grow and
develop. It is this work that any donations
from the Catholic community are ring-
fenced to support so that they are fully in
line with the teachings of the Catholic
Church. 

There is no doubt that without the finan-
cial support of the Catholic community
throughout the seventy years of the char-
ity’s existence the Catholic Children’s Soci-

ety in the past and now Faith in Families
would not have served families and chil-
dren as well as it has. In this the box-hold-
ers and collectors in the Diocese have been
crucial. They need to be congratulated for
their tireless support and dedication which
continues to this day. They 
are unsung heroes.

Faith in Families has as its patron Jayne
Torvill who herself adopted a child and a
very active board of Trustees who continue
to ensure the financial viability of the
charity to enable it to continue its excel-
lent work as recognised by three recent
“outstanding” Ofsted inspections. The
valuable history of the Catholic Children’s
Society is like a tree still growing and ma-
turing through Faith in Families. There
are more children than ever now in the
care of the local authority as the pressures
and temptations of the modern world pull
families apart. 

If you would like to find out more about
our work or think about becoming an
adopter please go to our website:
www.faithinfamilies.org or ring on
01159558811 or email: enquiries@faithin-
families.org

The work begun 70 years ago is even more
vital today. Please find out who your box
collector is or make a regular donation to
our work or leave a bequest in your will to
support our work: “Whoever welcomes a
little child like this in my name welcomes
me.” (Matthew 18:5)

Faith in Families – 
The Catholic Children’s Society

Our History – Their Future – A Series for our 70th Anniversary

A Developing Future



OBERAMMERGAU & THE CASTLES AND LAKES OF BAVARIA 2020 
8 DAYS FROM £2,595

• Fully escorted by a UK Tour  Manager from  
 start to finish

• Exclusive meeting point at our dedicated  
 Departure Office in St Pancras

• All rail travel throughout

• 7 nights’ hotel accommodation including  
 1 outbound overnight stay in Stuttgart, 
 4 nights at the 4-Star Schlosskrone in  
 Füssen, 1 nights at a 5-Star hotel in or  
 around Oberammergau and a 1 night  
 inbound stay in Nuremburg

• 12 meals including 7 breakfasts and 5 dinners

• Top category tickets to a performance of  
 the Oberammergau Passion Play

• Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau

• Journey on the Zugspitze Railway to the  
 summit of the Zugspitze

One of most iconic Passion Plays in the world, performed over one summer every decade, the Oberammergau Passion Play is a magnificent 
sight to behold. Take in this fantastic spectacle along with the mysterious castles and forbidden forests of Bavaria.

ITINERARY
Days 1-2. London to Füssen. We meet at our 
dedicated Departure Office at St Pancras, 
where we travel by Eurostar to Paris in Standard 
Premier Class. We continue to Stuttgart by First 
Class rail where we overnight. Day 2 sees us 
travel to the picture book village of Füssen on 
Germany’s Romantic Road, where we stay for 
four nights. 

Day 3. The Zugspitze Railway. Today we 
enjoy an enthralling journey on the Zugspitze 
Railway (Standard Class) which makes the 
journey to the summit of Zugspitze, the highest 
mountain in Germany. Trawling through pine 
trees and foothills, the delightful carriages offer 
breathtaking views of the Zugspitze mountain 
range. The final leg sees us take a cable car to 
the very top, where we have free time. 

Days 4-6. Neuschwanstein and 
Hohenschwangau Castles. Our excursion 
today takes us to the glorious Neuschwanstein 
Castle. This fantastic fortress is a stunning 
sight, and is famously the inspiration for 
Disney’s ‘Sleeping Beauty’ castle. We also 
visit the delightful honey coloured castle of 
Hohenschwangau in the pretty village of the 
same name. Day 5 is at leisure to enjoy the 
charms of the quintessentially Bavarian Füssen.

Day 6. The Oberammergau Passion Play. 
This morning, we travel to Oberammergau 
where we check into our hotel. Today is 
the undisputed highlight of our tour - the 
Oberammergau Passion Play, and our top tier 
tickets grant us some of the best seats in the 
house. This extraordinary once-a-decade event 

dates back to the 17th century, and is run by 
the residents of the villages with a cast and 
crew of over 2,000. The production covers 
the Passion of Jesus Christ and is famous for 
its scale, history and quality. An enormous 
amount of work goes into each production, 
which a myriad of fantastic props, costumes 
and backdrops. The play is split into two three-
hour halves, with a two-hour break in which 
we enjoy a special dinner.

Days 7-8. Nuremberg. Leaving Oberammergau 
this morning, we travel by rail (Standard Class) 
to Munich, and continue to Nuremberg, where 
overnight. On Day 8, we travel in First Class to 
Frankfurt before connecting with the Eurostar 
back to London via Paris.

BOOK NOW or request a free brochure 01904 730 937 Our UK tour advisors are here 7 days a week www.GreatRail.com/BAE
This tour may be suitable for reduced mobility passengers. Book with 100% confidence, flight-inclusive holidays are ATOL or ABTOT protected, non flight-inclusive holidays are protected by ABTOT. Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are per person, based on 2 people sharing. Prices may change 
prior to and after publication. Itinerary may differ depending on the departure date you choose. †Book on or before 31st October 2018 and save £100 per person on this tour. The early booking discount varies depending on the price of the departure. Prices do not include the discount. Terms and conditions apply. Please call 
for further details. Calls will be recorded.

WHAT’S INCLUDED ON YOUR TOUR

DEPARTURES

G R E A T  R A I L  J O U R N E Y S

EARLY BOOKING OFFER
SAVE £100PP†

GERMANY

AUSTRIA

Stuttgart

FROM PARIS
TO LONDON
VIA NUREMBERG

FüssenFüssen

Neuschwanstein Castle Garmisch Partenkirchen

OberammergauOberammergau

Eibsee

1

14

FRANCE

By Rail
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12 JUL 20 SOLD OUT
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9 AUG 20 £2,745
6 SEP 20 £2,745
13 SEP 20 SOLD OUT
20 SEP 20 £2,695
28 SEP 20 £2,595

The Catholic News. August 2018 Page 11

Author Julian Sedg-
wick told budding
writers at Saint
Benedict Catholic
Voluntary Academy
‘don’t ever give up’
during an inspira-
tional talk.

Mr Sedgwick spoke
to Year 7 students
before answering
questions, signing
books and running
workshops.

He talked about his
childhood and how
he overcame an un-
happy time at an all
boys’ boarding
school and how
reading was a form
of escapism for him.

After being asked what tips he had for bud-
ding writers, he said: “Don’t give up, make
sure you write something to the end and al-
ways have a notebook with you so that you
can write down everything you see; it’s like
being a professional spy and sometimes the
bad stuff that happens to you can be the
best thing that you write about.”

Mr Sedgwick has a lifelong interest in the
arts and culture of China and Japan which
has influenced much of his work, as has his
fascination with performance, street art and
the circus.

The opening book in his new trilogy ‘Ghosts
of Shanghai’ was published in 2015. The se-
quel ‘Shadow of the Yangtze’ followed in
2016 and the trilogy concludes with ‘The
Pale Revenant’.

Dr Tracey Burrell, Librarian and Learning
Centre Manager at Saint Benedict CVA,
said: “Julian was excellent at engaging an
audience and building up tension through
his storytelling and performance.  It was in-
teresting to hear about the challenges and
obstacles that have to be overcome to be a
successful writer, and I’m sure the students’
learnt that to realise your dream requires
hard work and perseverance.  Julian signed
lots of copies of his book, which will be a
permanent reminder of a special experience
whilst also reinforcing the message about
the importance of reading.”

Student Azami Reid described the work-
shop as “different, spectacular and inspir-
ing.”
Student Bernadette Melindo said: “It was
fun and I learnt about the difficulties that
face a writer.” 

Don’t ever give up National 
Recognition for 

Jessica

Jessica Moody, a Year 12 student at Our
Lady’s Convent School, is a name to watch
for the future. She has recently added to
her growing record of artistic accolades by
scooping first place in a national art com-
petition.

In 2015 Jessica drew one of the shortlisted
designs for the new 12 sided pound coin
and earlier this year her work ‘Lucy’ was
submitted to the ISA Art Competition
where she was awarded first place in the
Key Stage 4 category and National Winner

of Key stage 4 Drawing.

The School has since heard that her piece
‘Lucy’ was awarded the national first prize
for best piece of art in any category in the
Independent Schools Association Annual
Art Competition. An outstanding achieve-
ment.

Her winning piece was drawn using pencil
crayons from a photograph of her dog
‘Lucy’ and illustrates a real understanding
of her subject and chosen medium.
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The Headteacher at Saint John Houghton
Catholic Voluntary Academy The Head-
teacher at Saint John Houghton Catholic
Voluntary Academy serenaded students
throughout the school day to raise money
for charity.

Joan McCarthy took requests and sang
tunes ranging from pop to rock as students
filed into lessons, during the morning’s Act
of Worship, and at break and lunchtime.

She decided to run the Singathon on a non-
uniform day held to raise money for Mellon
Educate, a charity that helps to build
schools and improve education for African
children.

Mrs McCarthy is aiming to raise £2,000
ahead of a trip to South Africa with Mellon
Educate during the summer to work in
schools, when she will be supporting teach-
ers and finding out more about the coun-
try’s education system.

She said: “I thought that the Singathon
would be a bit of fun for the students, espe-
cially with all the bad news there has been
recently. I also thought I could raise money
and awareness of Mellon Educate at the
same time. I sang during our Act of Worship
and I encouraged students into lessons by
singing to them, I’m not sure how much
they enjoyed it but they certainly moved a
bit quicker than usual. “

Mrs McCarthy flies out to South Africa on
July 29th for two weeks and will be based in
a secondary school called Silverlands.

She said: “Mellon Educate started out by
building homes in townships in Africa and
has moved into building schools and they
need teachers to go out and help with the
running of the schools. 

“Hopefully we can share ideas. I don’t really
know what to expect but I’m looking for-
ward to it and I’ll be able to experience their

education system and bring that
back to our children at Saint
John Houghton.

“I think a trip like this will
show how lucky we are and I’m
hoping to establish links with
the school and learn from
them.”

With support from 25,000 vol-
unteers, Mellon Educate has
built houses for 125,000 home-
less people in South Africa’s
poorest townships and the
charity has pledged to provide
better education for more than
100,000 African children.

To support Mrs McCarthy
please visit https://www.just-
giving.com/fundraising/joan-
mccarthy1
to raise money for charity.

Joan McCarthy took requests
and sang tunes ranging from
pop to rock as students filed
into lessons, during the morn-
ing’s Act of Worship, and at
break and lunchtime.

She decided to run the Sin-
gathon on a non-uniform day
held to raise money for Mellon
Educate, a charity that helps to build
schools and improve education for African
children.

Mrs McCarthy is aiming to raise £2,000
ahead of a trip to South Africa with Mellon
Educate during the summer to work in
schools, when she will be supporting teach-
ers and finding out more about the coun-
try’s education system.

She said: “I thought that the Singathon
would be a bit of fun for the students, espe-
cially with all the bad news there has been
recently. I also thought I could raise money
and awareness of Mellon Educate at the
same time. I sang during our Act of Worship
and I encouraged students into lessons by
singing to them, I’m not sure how much
they enjoyed it but they certainly moved a
bit quicker than usual. “

Mrs McCarthy flies out to South Africa on
July 29th for two weeks and will be based in
a secondary school called Silverlands.

She said: “Mellon Educate started out by
building homes in townships in Africa and
has moved into building schools and they
need teachers to go out and help with the
running of the schools. 

“Hopefully we can share ideas. I don’t really
know what to expect but I’m looking for-
ward to it and I’ll be able to experience their
education system and bring that back to our
children at Saint John Houghton.

“I think a trip like this will show how lucky
we are and I’m hoping to establish links
with the school and learn from them.”

With support from 25,000 volunteers, Mel-
lon Educate has built houses for 125,000
homeless people in South Africa’s poorest
townships and the charity has pledged to
provide better education for more than
100,000 African children.

To support Mrs McCarthy please visit
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/jo
an-mccarthy1

Headteacher serenades students
throughout the school day
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