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SKEGNESS FAREWELL

A  cheque on behalf of the parishioners was presented to
Monsignor Brian Dazeley by Jacinta Lewis at a farewell

buffet in the church hall of the Sacred Heart
church Skegness.

(Photo Eileen Chantry)

Parishioners gathered recently in the Sacred Heart
Catholic church Hall to say farewell to Monsignor
Brian Dazeley who is retiring and moving to Leices-

ter after nearly sixty years as a priest.
Tributes were paid to him by Peter Fitzgerald, who has
known him since childhood, and by Jacinta Lewis who on
behalf of the parishioners presented him with a cheque.
A This is your Life book chronicling his two and a half years
at Skegness and Spilsby was compiled and presented by
Eileen Chantry and Les Osborne, a decorated cake was pre-
sented by Mrs Christine Faithful. 
Despite only having been here for a short time Father Brian
has achieved much, most notably his efforts in a fund rais-
ing and refurbishment programme of both the Sacred Heart
church Skegness and Our Lady and the English Martyrs at
Spilsby.
In his reply Father Brian thanked everyone for their kind-
ness to him and said Skegness and Spilsby and the villages
between and beyond had been a delight. 
Father Peter Wade, from Scunthorpe, is taking over the
parishes of Skegness and Spilsby.

St Teresa of Avila Feast day
October 15th

Queen Elizabeth II 
Longest reigning monarch
On Wednesday 9th September, Queen

Elizabeth II became the longest reign-
ing monarch in British history. The Loyal
Address (see page 3) was  presented to Her
Majesty by Cardinal Vincent Nichols on be-
half of the Catholic Church in England &
Wales. Bishop Patrick asks us all to pray
for The Queen in a special way.
For Queen Elizabeth II: that as Her
Majesty surpasses the reigns of all who
were before her as ruler of these lands, the
Lord may strengthen her so that she may
continue to serve her peoples in this coun-
try and the Commonwealth; and that we,
after her example, may serve each other
and seek the common good of all. Lord,
hear us. 

Continued on page 3



Pope Francis issued a strong appeal to the
entire European Church – including the
Vatican – to take in migrant families as
part of the lead-in to the upcoming Jubilee
of Mercy.
“Faced with the tragedy of tens of thou-
sands of refugees fleeing death on account
of war and hunger, and who are traveling
toward a hope for life, the Gospel calls us
to be 'neighbours' to the smallest and aban-
doned, (and) to give them a concrete hope,”
the Pope said.
He said it’s not enough to just say
“Courage, patience!” because hope “is com-
bative, with the tenacity of those who go to-
ward a safe destination.”
“Therefore, in the imminence of the Year of
Mercy, I make an appeal to the parishes, to
religious communities, to monasteries, and
sanctuaries of all Europe to express the
concreteness of the Gospel, and to welcome
a family of refugees.”
Pope Francis made this call following the
weekly recitation of the Angelus prayer in
St. Peter's Square, adding that the Vati-
can's two parishes will also each take in a
refugee family.
His remarks came in response to the news
of the hundreds of thousands of refugees
flooding Europe from the Middle East and
Africa.
According to the BBC, more than 350,000
migrants have crossed into Europe in 2015.
Many attempt the crossing in overcrowded
and unseaworthy boats, leading to scores
of deaths due to drowning and starvation.
The situation has reached a fever pitch in

recent days, with thousands of migrants
arriving to Germany and Austria on foot
from Hungary.
The plight of those fleeing war and violence
also received renewed attention in recent
days when a photo of a drowned Syrian
toddler published recently began widely
circulating the Internet.
Aylan Al-Kurdi, 3, drowned along with his
mother and older brother in a failed at-
tempt to reach the nearby Greek island of
Kos from Bodrum, their most direct pas-
sage into the European Union. The photos
of his body washed up on the shore of Bo-
drum, Turkey quickly went viral, leading
many to criticize European leaders for not
doing enough to help incoming migrants.
In his speech, Pope Francis extended his
appeal to the European bishops, reminding
them that “Mercy is the middle name of
Love,” and cited the Gospel passage from
Matthew: “Truly, I say to you, as you did it
to one of the least of these my brethren, you
did it to me.”
Before leading the faithful in the Angelus
address, the Pope focused on the day's
Gospel from Mark, in which Jesus healed
a man who was deaf and mute by touching
his ears and tongue, saying "Be opened" as
he looked up to heaven.
“The first thing Jesus does is bring that
man who is far from the flock: he doesn't
want to give publicity to the gesture he is
about to make, but neither does he want
his word covered by the voices of the din
and the gossip of the environment,” the
Pope said.
He pointed to Jesus' gestures of touching
the man's ears and tongue in order to re-

store the relationship with a man who was
"blocked" from communicating.
The first thing Jesus did, he said, was to
re-establish contact with the man, “but the
miracle is a gift from on high, for which
Jesus implored the father.”
One of the key lesson learned from this
episode is that God isn't closed in on him-
self, but is open and connects with human-
ity.
In his immense mercy, God “exceeds the
abyss of the infinite difference between him
and us, and he comes to us” by being made
man himself, Pope Francis continued.
He said the Gospel is also directed to us,
noting that frequently we are "folded and
closed in on ourselves, and we create so
many inhospitable and inaccessible is-
lands."
“Even the most basic human relationships
sometimes create a reality incapable of re-
ciprocal opening: the closed couple, the
closed family, the closed group, the closed
parish, the closed home,” he said.
Pope Francis closed his speech by praying
that Mary would intercede in supporting
all in their commitment to professing the
faith and bearing witness to "the marvels
of the Lord to those whom we encounter on
our way."
After leading pilgrims in the traditional
Marian prayer, Francis recalled the life
and work of Blessed Mother Teresa of Cal-
cutta, the anniversary of whose death was
commemorated on September 5.
Mother Teresa, he said, gave witness with
her life that “the Mercy of God is recog-
nized through our works.”
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copy of Voice of Hope 
today and get 44 days 
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Wanted Parish
Correspondents
The Catholic News is looking for
a Parish Correspondent in your
parish to send in local news for
publication in this newspaper.

All items to be emailed to
john@bellcourtltd.co.uk

before 10th of the month
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Pope: all European churches
to welcome refugees during

Year of Mercy
by Ann Schneible



On Friday 7th August, St Mary’s Church
were delighted to welcome members of the
Anglican Communion and other Christian
traditions to a celebration of the Eucharist
in thanksgiving for the 150th Anniversary
of the Community of the Holy Name
(CHN). The Anglican Sisters, whose main
convent has been at Oakwood in Derby
since 1990, live, work and pray in a num-
ber of places - Manchester, Peterborough,
Lesotho, Zululand - combining a life of
prayer with service to others.  The Commu-
nity began in Vauxhall, a deprived area of
London, in 1865, supporting the parish
priest. It later took as its dedication, 'The
Holy Name of Jesus,' thus reflecting a vo-
cation of reaching out to others in the name
of 'Jesus, Saviour'. During his sermon, the
Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dr Rowan Williams
spoke about the importance of names and
having a sense of belonging.
Three other Anglican Bishops - Rt Revd Al-
ison White, Bishop of Hull, Rt Revd Dr
Alastair Redfern, Bishop of Derby and the
Rt Revd Dr John Inge, Bishop of Worcester
– participated in the celebrations. The set-
ting of the Eucharist was the Deutsche
Messe by Franz Shubert and the music
was ably led by the Derby Cathedral Vol-
untary Choir. 
St Mary’s was privileged to witness such
an inspiring celebration of the Eucharist,
which was originally planned to take place
at the Anglican Cathedral in Derby. How-
ever, the essential work that needed to be
undertaken at the Cathedral during the
Spring and Summer months meant a new
venue had to be found. St Mary’s was the
obvious choice as they have been happily
lending the Church to their Anglican
friends for weekday Evensong and choir
practice. It is a tribute to the warm ecu-
menical relations between the different
Christian traditions in Derby that such an
arrangement is possible. Both communities
have enjoyed the opportunity for fellowship
and worship together – including a joint

celebration for the Feast of the Ascension.
They hope that the links forged during the
past months will continue to be strength-
ened in the coming years as we remember
what unites us in Christ.”

Fran Wickes
Photograph Michael Futers

The Catholic News. October  2015 Page 3

 

  

 

Leading Catholic, Co-educational Boarding and Day School
01254 827073   admissions@stonyhurst.ac.uk  
Stonyhurst  Clitheroe  Lancashire  BB7 9PZ
www.stonyhurst.ac.uk

Open Days: 
Saturday October 10th (Prep: ages 3-13)

Saturday November 7th (Senior: ages 13-18)

Rt Revd Dr Rowan Williams
Preaches at St Mary’s Church, Derby

Fr Tim O’Sullivan with Dr Williams

Almighty God,
we pray that Elizabeth
your Servant and our

Queen,
who, by your provi-

dence has received the
governance of this

Realm,
may continue to grow

in every virtue,
that, imbued with
your heavenly grace,

she may be
preserved from all
that is harmful and

evil,
and being blessed

with your favour may,
with her Consort and
all the Royal Family,
come at last into your

presence,
through him who is
the Way, the Truth

and the Life,
our Lord Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns
with you in the unity
of the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever and
ever.
Amen.

Loyal Address to 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

on the occasion of Her becoming the  
longest reigning Monarch in British History 

 

 
Your Majesty, 
 
It is an honour and a pleasure to express the great loyalty and gratitude felt by the Catholic 
community of England and Wales for the outstanding and unstinting service you give to our nation 
and to people throughout the world. 
 
We express these sentiments with particular warmth and admiration as you celebrate the occasion of 
surpassing the length of reign of any other British Monarch. 
 
Along with Catholics across the world, and especially in the Commonwealth, we join our prayers of 
thanksgiving to those of other Christians for the many blessings of your reign. 
 
Your vocation as our Queen has been unstinting over these years. The burden of high office fell 
upon your shoulders at a young age, and yet through the many and varied circumstances of your 
Reign, you have held integrity of service as a high standard and as an exemplar for other heads of 
state and leaders of nations.  We give thanks too for the constant support that Prince Philip, the 
Duke of Edinburgh, has shown you in your time as our Queen; his role as Prince Consort being a 
source of strength and stay. 
 
We thank you too, for your steadfast insistence on the great importance of our Christian faith, given 
in both word and example, alongside your appreciation of the contribution made by other religions 
in our rich and diverse society today.  Our hope is that, enriched by the presence of many beliefs 
and cultures, our country will always maintain respect for our Christian heritage and the sure 
foundations that it provides for a flourishing of true human fulfilment.  The Gospel of Jesus, which 
we seek to serve, is a challenge to our society to think more deeply about the sanctity of life, the 
constant need for forgiveness and reconciliation, and the faithfulness required in love and the self-
sacrifice which brings true satisfaction 
 
Your Majesty, it is my privilege to assure you of our prayers for you, now and in the future and, 
most especially, on the day when you become our longest reigning Monarch.  All the Catholic 
communities in England and Wales have been asked to offer special prayers for you and your 
family on this most special of days. 
 
May Almighty God bless Your Majesty, preserve you in health of mind and body, and grant you 
every grace and blessing, now and in the years to come. 
 

 
X Vincent Cardinal Nichols 

President 
Catholic Bishops Conference of England and Wales 

Continued from page 1



St Teresa of Avila, the fifth centenary
of whose birth we are celebrating in
2015, has been popularised in

Catholic imagination by Bernini’s remark-
able statue in the Santa Maria della Vitto-
ria church in Rome. Bernini depicts Teresa
lost in ecstatic rapture, her heart being
pierced by an angel carrying a fiery dart.
The scene is intensely ethereal; Teresa is
lost to the love of God, floating apparently
weightlessly, insensitive to earthly reality.
With this incredible piece of art, Bernini at-
tempts to convey the spiritual experience
Teresa describes in Chapter 29 of the Book
of her Life, sometimes described as the
‘transverberation’ or piercing of her heart.
We know of Teresa’s other mystical experi-
ences from her writings and from contem-
porary accounts by her sisters; Teresa truly
was a visionary, privileged with encounters
with God the like of which few (if any) of us
will ever experience. Yet when Teresa sets
out her teaching on prayer she grounds it
in the very down-to-earth realities of daily
life, and writes as one who knows what it
is to struggle with prayer, to know dryness,
dissatisfaction and intense distraction as
she endeavours to raise her mind to God.
It is this, more than her esoteric mystical
experiences, which makes Teresa the great
spiritual teacher that she is, a doctor of the
soul and a teacher of prayer for our times.
The following article will focus on some key
aspects of Teresa’s teaching on prayer. It is
important to remember however that, un-
like many spiritual teachers, Teresa never
set out a formal method for praying: she

does not so much teach a technique as
guide us into the way of friendship with
God. Teresa was also not writing for those
skilled at prayer, for the expert meditators
or accomplished contemplatives. Rather
she is writing for everyone, confident that
God calls each person, regardless of status
or education, to an intense relationship
with him. As such, Teresa advises that
prayer is not so much a matter of thinking
much, but of loving much. Teresa was con-
vinced that for this love to flourish the
starting point is attentiveness, taking time
to be with and attend to the beloved. Thus
for Teresa all prayer, whether simply recit-
ing vocal prayers such as the Our Father,
attending the church’s liturgy, or practis-
ing silent meditation, hinges on our ability
to focus our minds on Christ and direct our
love towards him. The means of achieving
this will, of course, vary from person to per-
son, and here Teresa freely advises, ‘do
that which best stirs you to love.’ 
Teresa’s own intense love of God began
with her consciousness of the incarnate
Christ, of God become human in the person
of Jesus. So Teresa’s starting in point in
her own life of prayer was attentiveness to
the humanity of Christ. She thus encour-
ages us to look at him, to be conscious of his
presence, to be aware of his loving gaze, to
share with him our concerns and difficul-
ties, and to accompany him in his suffering.
Teresa, however, is nothing if not intensely
realistic. She knows that most of us have
minds like ‘wild horses’, that as soon as we
begin to pray we will inevitably be plagued

by a whole load of distractions buzzing
round like gnats on a summer’s day.  Her
solution to this is ‘determined determina-
tion.’ We should not give up the effort to
pray, nor should we expect it to be an easy
ride, but in the beginning we may simply
have to content ourselves with patiently
bringing our mind back to Christ each time
we become conscious of it having wandered
off in some other direction. 
Teresa’s famous image of the four methods
of watering garden is a helpful reassurance
for all of us distracted in prayer. In the
early stages, she readily admits, prayer is
going to be a whole load of effort. It is like
laboriously watering a garden with a
bucket filled from the well. It is a lot of
hard work, and we pretty much have to do
it all ourselves. However, Teresa assures
us that as we persevere in prayer, God will
come to our assistance; it will become eas-
ier to concentrate on him, requiring less
struggle and effort on our part. This is like
a garden where a system of waterways dis-
tributes the water around the garden – we
have less far to carry the bucket! As God’s
help increases, the soul gradually quietens
in prayer and the effort becomes even less.
Teresa imagines this as a river or stream
which brings the water straight into the
garden without us having to draw it from
the well. Finally, God takes over com-
pletely and all the soul has to do is be pres-
ent and receive grace from him, like a
garden being watered by torrential rain
falling from heaven. 
For Teresa the culmination of all prayer is
union with God (as in the fourth stage of
watering the garden) when the soul be-
comes united with God, enveloped in divine
love and entirely conformed to his will. In
Teresa’s other famous image, the soul’s
task is to journey through many rooms to
the centre of a castle where it finds God
and is united with him. For all the divine
ecstasy this implies, Teresa nevertheless
remains resolutely practical in her ap-
proach. The result of prayer is not some
kind of contemplative feel good factor, or
self-satisfied smugness. Rather, Teresa in-
sists that the fruit of prayer is ‘the birth al-
ways of good works.’ In other words, if
prayer is not accompanied by a growth in
love of our neighbour and an increased
willingness to serve them, then it is not
true prayer. Teresa has no time for nuns
devoted to spending long hours in chapel
enjoying spiritual delights, who then snap
people’s heads off as soon as they are asked
to do the slightest task in community! In

fact, Teresa argues that as we progress in
the life of prayer, we will become increas-
ingly free to serve others, more sensitively
attuned to their needs, and more energised
in our efforts to help them. The active life
and the contemplative life become less and
less opposed to each other, eventually be-
coming a single way of living and being.
And a good thing too, as Teresa comments
scornfully, ‘it would be a hard thing to bear
if we were able to pray only when off in
some corner!’ Teresa, the great mystic and
teacher of the spiritual life has no time
whatsoever for holy huddles!
When Teresa wrote her advice on prayer
she was acutely conscious of the times she
was living in. Official church guidelines re-
stricted women to simply reciting vocal
prayers, many spiritual books on prayer
had been banned, and the more developed
techniques for prayer were often regarded
as suitable only for the educated and holy.
Teresa’s own intense friendship with
Christ persuaded her otherwise. Firmly
convinced that prayer is for everyone, that
it is fundamentally a task of love, she of-
fered a spiritual teaching which is as rele-
vant today as it was in the sixteenth
century. Attentiveness and love are the
timeless foundations for prayer, and its
fruits are not ecstatic rapture or great mys-
tical experiences, but the simple, selfless
growth in love of God and one another. St
Teresa of Avila, pray for us! 

Jo Robson, OCD
Carmelite Monastery, Ware
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St Teresa of Avila Exhibition 
Barnabas Cathedral 
9-15 October 2015
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The Winners

Every year the Knights of Council 621, Our Lady of Victories, Market Harborough run
a Victory prize draw. For £1 a month there is an opportunity to be one of the three
lucky winners each month but the real winners are those whom we can support in their
training as priests and deacons from the money raised. We make an annual donation to
our diocese and to the St Hubert’s Seminary Kumasi, Ghana. Fr John Boakye Mensah
comes to our Parish every year whilst our parish priest has a short holiday with his
family in Ireland. The photograph shows Fr John receiving a cheque for £300 from our
Grand Knight Bro Keith Shiers.   

Ken Lilley Press officer for the Knights of St Columba,
Council 621 Market Harborough.

Loughborough
Catenian Circle Enrols

New Member

The Loughborough Catenian Circle en-
rolled Michael Newton as a new member
during their July meeting.
Michael and his wife Angela live in the
village of Wymeswold and are parish-
ioners at Our Lady of the Angels RC
Church in East Leake.  Michael has re-
cently retired from his professional role as
a Consultant Engineer although he still
remains busy supporting various indus-
trial societies and his professional bodies.
He had always promised himself that
when he had enough time he would like
the opportunity to join the Catenians and
the Loughborough members were de-
lighted to welcome Michael to their Cir-

cle. 
Michael has a fine voice and is in demand
with both the choir in which he sings  and
as a regular cantor for his church.
The July meeting was also attended by
Reverend Father Paul Okello Wandera
who has been visiting England from
Uganda . The purpose of Father Paul’s
visit to England is to explore Catholic or-
ganisations for men and take the learning
back to his own Diocese of Jinga . Follow-
ing dinner Father Paul gave the members
of the Circle an insight into how the
church works in Uganda and some of the
challenges they face in operating over
very large dioceseWhat is our

strategy for the
future? 

On the first Friday in September the
tragic migration crisis finally resulted in
Britain taking in more refugees from
Syria. Seven days earlier the Austrian
police had found 71 victims including
four children dead from suffocation in-
side an abandoned lorry. 
If a week is a long time in politics what
we have witnessed must have been like
an eternity for some in parts of Europe.
Yes the continent of our residence has
not seen such a movement of people
since 1945.  There is no easy end to this
story and the horrific sight of Aylan
Kurdi aged three on a Turkish beach
produced a photograph that seemed to
shock our country and the rest of the
world.
The humanitarian tragedy is set against
the background of familiar arguments
on immigration and our membership of
the European Union. In some countries
anti-immigrant feeling will be whipped
up and whilst political leaders may have
to tread a careful line that is no reason
to not show compassion in what is a
world crisis brought about by sheer bar-
barism in Syria and Iraq. Large num-

bers have also fled from African coun-
tries for a variety of reasons. Political
asylum and sheer poverty are also sadly
experienced together.
Did it take a drowned child to offer the
hand of hope to our fellow human be-
ings? What is our strategy for the fu-
ture? Our role in Europe and our future
response needs to be clear now we seem
to have finally grasped that the refugees'
of 2015 have faced appalling difficulties
with great courage. At the time of writ-
ing this article an estimated 2,600 vic-
tims have died whilst crossing the
Mediterranean Sea. The Christian re-
sponse is surely the need for leadership,
wisdom, understanding and compassion,
we can only hope and pray that our po-
litical leaders will continue to respond as
they gather for their autumn confer-
ences. They could also respond to the
lead given by Pope Francis who’s appeal
for parishes to open their doors and give
concrete hope is directly linked to the
Gospel.

Frank Goulding
Holy Trinity Parish

Newark

Please support
our advertisers
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Thoughts from Elston
Hermitage...................

Tramps and
Buskers

fundraising
evening

Since our ordinations life here at
the hermitage has taken on a some-
what different aspect. Our daily life
of prayer, work, study  etc.  contin-
ues  unchanged, our balanced rou-
tine as prescribed by St. Benedict
himself whose  rule we follow is
strictly adhered too. However, daily
we are having more contact with
many more  people and are being
more involved within the life of the
diocese, for this reason our eremit-
ical life seems to be taking on an
equally active apostolate. A good
number around the diocese have in-
vited us to do supply, speak with
them and share our life with them
which we are very happy to do of
course.
For a long time now it is often
asked of us what the life of a hermit
consists of and for most part people
envisage this life to be one totally
cut off from the world and in total
isolation and this  is certainly true
for most part. However it is my ex-
perience that there are  as   many
different expressions  of living life
as a hermit as there are  people liv-
ing it, so there are no hard and fast
rules with nothing set in stone.
Some hermits prefer little contact with the
world – others nowadays use the modern
technology available to us with telephone,
internet etc. even facebook and twitter.
Here in Elston we share some of that tech-
nology, however we still do not have  a tel-
evision set and spend  great deal of time in
silence.
From the earliest of times those living com-
mitted to lives of prayer and solitude  while
sharing in the eremitical values, which are
ever unchanged  had different approaches
to the life and the way they lived it .Some
in complete solitude, others daily having
people visit them for prayer and spiritual
direction. Over the recent years retreat
houses, monasteries and houses of prayer
where people can find God in silence and
prayer have grown up everywhere, people
are thirsting for meaning and value to
their lives in a secular and consumer
world. For this reason the life of those con-
secrated to God as religious, monks and

nuns living a life of total dedication and
simplicity has become an attraction to oth-
ers for its values and great meaning. The
Year for Consecrated Life has created
much awareness and has unveiled the joys
of  living this life and the great satisfaction
and fulfilment which it brings.
On the 6th October we shall be keeping the
feast of St. Bruno who lived the eremitical
life and went on to establish the Carthu-
sian Order. He founded his own foundation
in the Chartreuse mountains of France
along with two more monasteries in Italy,
he was noted for living in austere sur-
roundings, with long periods of solitude,
through this he draw many people to God.  
And so here in Elston the daily round of
prayer continues, the Divine Office, daily
Mass either here in our little oratory or in
the parishes of our diocese. We pray that
as both religious and priests we may be
faithful stewards of the mysteries of God
and draw many others too him. Pray for us! 

Fr Richard  Edey  H.D.N.

St. Patrick's Church Justice and Peace
group have arranged a fundraising event
for their 2015 charity, Mary's Meals. The
Tramps and Buskers evening will take
place at 19:00 on Friday the 2nd of October
at the St. Patrick's Parish Centre on Beau-
mont Leys Lane. Tickets will cost £4 and
include entry into the raffle and a chip sup-
per with sausage or fish fingers, peas and
a buttered cob. The bar will be open for re-
freshments.
Funds raised will be donated to Mary's
Meals, a registered charity that sets up
school feeding projects in some of the
world's poorest communities, where
hunger and poverty prevent children from
gaining an education. It was founded in

2002 and has grown from its first feeding
operation of 200 children in Malawi, to a
world-wide campaign, providing free school
meals in hundreds of schools and feeding
over one million children daily.
Those in attendance are encouraged to
come dressed as tramps with prizes for the
best/worst outfits as well as the best
busker. One of the organisers, Joy Murphy,
is still on the lookout for more buskers. To
keep in the spirit of the evening the
Buskers will need to have tin cans or hats
to collect cash donations in. If you would
like to get involved please contact Joy by
email (robertandjoy@btinternet.com) or
phone (0116 2351550).

Clergy
appointments

Bishop Patrick has made a number of new
appointments from Tuesday 8th September

2015: 
Benedict Bullem Abuo Parochial Administrator,

Barton-upon-Humber
Parochial Administrator, Brigg

John Bland IC Assistant Priest, Birstall with Rothley
Tom Breslin Parish Priest, Coalville
Malachy Brett Parish Priest, Mickleover
David Cain Chaplain to the Youth Service

Chaplain to the Education Service
John Cairns Parish Priest,

Chapel-en-le-Frith with Tideswell
(remaining as Parish Priest, Marple Bridge
& New Mills)

Paul Chipchase Parish Priest, Mansfield St Philip Neri
Victor Dakwan Parochial Administrator, 

Bourne with Deeping St James
Simon Gillespie Parish Priest, Stamford
John Kevin Gradwell Assistant Priest, Marple Bridge & New Mills

Assistant Priest, Chapel-en-le-Frith
with Tideswell
(resident in Chapel-en-le-Frith)

Richard Hardtaff resident in Nottingham Gordon Road
Slawomir Hermanowicz Assistant Priest, Borrowash

Assistant Priest, Chaddesden
(resident in Borrowash)

John Martin Assistant Priest, Grimsby St Mary
with Scartho
Assistant Priest, Grimsby,
St Pius X, Cleethorpes & Immingham
(resident in St Mary’s Rectory, Grimsby)

Paul Newman Parish Priest, Borrowash
(remaining as Parish Priest, Chaddesden)

Robert O’Callaghan resident in Mackworth
Christopher O’Connor Parish Priest, Grantham
Dominic O’Connor Parish Priest, Scunthorpe St Bernadette
Clement Orango Parish Priest, Sileby

Parish Priest, Syston
Jonathan Rose Assistant Priest, St Barnabas’ Cathedral

Assistant Priest, Nottingham 
Woodborough Road

Saji Dominic IC Parish Priest, Birstall with Rothley
John St John Assistant Priest, Hinckley
Robert Thacker Parish Priest, Market Rasen et al
Keith Tomlinson IC Assistant Priest, Leicester Mother of God
Peter Wade Parish Priest, Skegness with Spilsby
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"Brother Sun and Sister Moon"
Retreat Day

It was with keen interest I took up the
open invite issued by St Barnabas Cathe-
dral,Nottingham to participate in a day
retreat, "Brother Sun and Sister Moon"
hosted by the Poor Clares Monastery in
Bullwell, led by Fr Robbie O'Callaghan. A
full day programme started at 9.30am
which included a very thoughtful reflec-

tion on the story of St Francis, meditation
in front of the "San Damiano Cross" end-
ing with a afternoon talk on St Clare. The
day was well attended with 50+ people
with more joining us for Holy Mass, being
the feast day of St Clare. We were all
given an opportunity to meet the Poor
Clare Sisters for a short while offering

thanks for their wonderful hospitality as
well as to submit prayer requests. There
was a lovely selection of freshly baked
cakes and jams on offer to buy to support
the work of the monastery and these were
quickly snapped up as gifts for family and
friends. Fr Robbie delivered his talks with
great humour and thought, maintaining a

high level of interest throughout the day.
All those who attended were extremely
happy to have made the effort to join in
and are looking forward to many more
such retreat days. God bless.

Cheryl Broodryk
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           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

.....................................  
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name ...... 

 
 Please print. 

REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in prayer. 

 Already
We hold you in prayer.

Tangney Tours

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: info@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

5126

The Pilgrimage Specialist 

Lourdes - The Joy of Mission
Feast of the Immaculate Conception, 

By Air - 7th to 9th December from £260 pp, plus the 

cost of the fl ights, book early for cheapest prices! By 

Coach from London - 7th to 10th December - £199 pp

23rd - 27th December in Lourdes.

From £390pp, plus the cost of the fl ights.

Limited air seats available at £198. Please 

book early to avoid disappointment. 

Holy Land Pilgrimages 2015

All of our pilgrimages visit 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre, the Via Dolorosa, 

Mount of Olives, Garden of Gethsemane, Sea of 

Galilee, Bethlehem, Nazareth and many more sites

Join Westminster on 

the annual 

Archdiocesan Holy Land 

Pilgrimage: 

3rd - 11th November

Led by Bishop 

Nicholas Hudson
limited spaces available

2016 Pilgrimages
Book your Parish or Group now for

Rome - 2016 Holy Year

Lourdes - 2016 Jubilee Year of Mercy

Peak dates will sell fast!

Join us on pilgrimage!

TT ad 2015 Generic October.indd   1 11/09/2015   14:13:40

Please support our
advertisers

of Fidelity
The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the

community of Ignation spirituality.
Daliy Mass is the centre of community
life.  By wearing the religious habit we
are witnesses to the consecrated way of
life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how,  contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46 wel-
comed.

COVENT OF OUR LADY OF
FIDELITY
Central Hill, Upper Norwood,              
LONDON SE19 1RS
Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001
Ministers of Religion

Offering Hope to
People in Prison

Many prisoners (as many as one in four) in
a Youth Offenders Institution are held in
conditions bordering on solitary confine-
ment spending 23 hours out of 24 confined
to their cells according to the Howard
League for Prison Reform  .    
“One in four boys in Feltham Prison is
spending 23 hours a day locked up in his
cell in conditions which amount to solitary
confinement”. HM Inspector of Prisons  
This is widespread in our prisons as re-
ported by HM Chief Inspector in February
in his report on Rochester YOI in February
this year and by the Prison Reform Trust
in their report ‘Strangeways 25 years on’
in March:-
“A prisoner who is unemployed because
there is no activity available for him might
spend 22 hours a day, and eat all his meals,
with another prisoner in a small cell de-
signed for one, perhaps eight foot by six
foot, with an unscreened toilet” HM Chief
Inspector of Prisons
Against this background, prayer groups be-
come very difficult to organise, and prison-
ers struggle on their own. Roman Catholic

Prison Chaplains are begging for Catholic
Bibles and other catechetical resources to
support the prisoners in their care in their
journey of faith, a faith re awakened by
their time inside and away from home. 
“Thank you for the Catholic Bible. It is
beautiful and has helped me with my faith.
It has been a long journey and it has put
me on the track to rightness, faith, hope
and goodness” Mark HMP Isle of Wight.

Catholic Truth Society
Prison Appeal 2015

The Catholic Truth Society launched its
Prison Appeal 2015 at Easter this year
with an Appeal to Members and Support-
ers of CTS. So far we have raised just over
£12,000 of our target of £30,000 by Christ-
mas 2015. There is some way to go!  We
wish to widen the Prison Appeal to all the
dioceses and parishes in the country and
need your help to do this.  

HOW YOU CAN HELP
Please publicise this Appeal in all your

parishes including the following links in all
communications.  
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/ap-
peals/prison%20appeal%20(interactive).pd
f for donations to the CTS Prison Appeal
2015 via the CTS website 
http://campaign.justgiving.com/charity/cat
holictruthsociety/prisonappeal for the
leaflet which tells you more about the ap-
peal and other ways of donating to the CTS
Prison Appeal 2015 

THE CTS MISSION  
The Catholic Truth Society advances the
Church’s Mission of evangelisation by pub-
lishing high quality Catholic resources at
affordable prices. There are CTS publica-
tions for people in all situations and walks
of life, supporting priests, teachers, parents
and catechists, enabling them to pass on
the gift of faith to new generations. We also
reach out to schools, hospitals, prisons,
seminaries, missions, the media and en-
quirers, not just in the UK, but worldwide.    

For many people coming out of prison can
be a lonely and frightening experience.
Without the adequate assistance of family
or friends, many fall back into old patterns
and end up replicating a cycle of crime and
imprisonment over and over.  
For the occasion of Prisoners’ Sunday, 11
October, Pact has interviewed Brian, a
past beneficiary of Basic Caring Communi-
ties, a resettlement project made of four
volunteers who put their faith into action
to help an ex offender after release.
Brian, how did you get to know about
Basic Caring Communities when you
were in prison?
It was two weeks before my release, the
chaplain came up to me and asked if I
would be interested in having someone to
meet out in the community.  I took grip on
the offer because I was a single man, with
no family, nobody that would come meet
me at the gate.  It seemed a good option for
me.
How was your experience with Basic
Caring Communities? 
If I have to be honest, the first couple of
weeks it was the incentives rewarded to me
that enticed me to go to the meetings.  But
after the second week I started to look for-
ward to go to the meetings because of the
people.  It was nice to be able to speak to
‘normal’ persons who were out of the sys-
tem and away from anything else that was
going on.  I was in supported housing with
likeminded people who went through drugs
and alcohol like me.  It was good to be able
to get out from that.  
Obviously I would gravitate more towards
the two gentlemen of the group because of
the football, more things in common to talk
about, but the two ladies were also really
nice and supportive.
How long did they support you for?

They supported me for the full 12 weeks.
And I must tell you that two of them now,
after two years, are still really good friends
of mine, and one of them I see on a regular
basis once or twice a week.
Do you feel that you were prepared to
be out in the world on your own after
those 12 weeks?
Not exactly, you have to understand that it
takes much longer to be able to stand on
one’s feet after prison, but having that ini-
tial support helped me to change my way
of thinking and reacting.
How do you think it would have been
without the support of the Basic Car-
ing Communities group?
I would be back in prison.  The environ-
ment you live in becomes a problem for peo-
ple like me, there were many issues coming
up.  Many times I felt like I was hitting the
bottom.  It was a Pact volunteer, a good
friend of mine that would come and see me
every week and keep me from giving every-
thing up again.  It would have only been a
question of time before I’d be back on the
streets, robbing, doing everything I used to
do and start the process again.
At this time, after two years, I’ve not en-
gaged in any crime, I’ve abstained from
drugs and alcohol.  I’m in college doing
counselling course, doing English GCSE; I
am also working with Pact, I just got a new
position with them, so all is really good.
Last month I also was received into the
Catholic Church.  This journey of Faith is
something which the people at Pact have
been a key factor in; I am immensely grate-
ful.  
What would you like to say to other
people like you who are considering
joining a Basic Caring Communities
group?
I’d tell them that they must remember not

to put too many expectations upon the vol-
unteer and be ready to do their part.  Pact
gives you a safe and friendly group of peo-
ple that you can contact and you can phone
on a daily basis and, although all these
things seem small in their ways, they do
help you.  Many times the environment
you’re in is the ultimate cause that brings
you to achieving failure, so having someone
separate from that was for me a huge and
important help and so it will be for others.

If you want to learn more about the
work of Pact and the opportunities to
put your faith into action and volun-
teer in Basic Caring Communities or
in other projects, please visit
http://www.prisonadvice.org.uk.

I WAS IN PRISON AND 
YOU CAME TO VISIT ME

A number of Catholic Agencies offer support to prisoners and their families.
Caritas is one of them.  

Caritas works for the most vulnerable people of society across England and
Wales, providing support for families and children, the elderly, the homeless,

refugees, the disabled and prisoners.
The SVP offers support to people in prison.

Pact is a national charity which supports people affected by imprisonment.
Pact offers practical and emotional support to prisoners’ children and their

families and to prisoners themselves.
Below is Brian's account of the help he received from Pact and the

effect it had on him.

Brian



Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail When phoning please quote CN101
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Catholic News

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special

Catholic News discount. Don’t forget we
can also sell SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no

maximum age limit and up to £20,000
cancellation cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGE SPECIALISTS

0203 468 0617  |  0161 820 8790  |  0151 909 2871 
0141 530 5060  |  FOLLOW:      0292 000 3865
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk  
Bonded and Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163 

0203 468 0617  

CEBU, PHILIPPINES 2016
51ST INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

21 JANUARY  |  10 NIGHTS 
From London Heathrow £1,895pp

from
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»  
» 
»
» 

51ST INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS

10 NIGHTS 
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from£
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CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.
Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect
gift: Bibles, missals,
prayer books, plaques,
icons, statues, photo-frames,
fountains, fonts, crosses,
crucifixes, rosaries, candles,
incense, oil burners, mini cards to
inspire, occasion cards to celebrate, and all
at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES
Militia Immaculatae Trust,
35-37, New Bond Street,
Leicester  LE1 4RQ. 
Tel 0116 2513477

Email: store@mitrust.co.uk
Website: www.mitrust.co.uk

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm 
Opposite the 

New Highcross, 
Leicester

Harvest Fast Day:
Romero continues to inspire young

people this Harvest

One aspect of being a Catenian 

There are many Catenian groups in the Diocese; one aspect of Catenian life is socialising together. Above can be seen South Leicester
Catenians racing together in twin engine 60 mph go-karts at a local race circuit. The winning Catenian was Tony Scarborough followed
eventually by David Skilbeck, Jon Mickleborough, Martin Madden and Nik Novakovic.

CAFOD's  Kathleen O’Brien is in our schools team and coordi-
nates resources for secondary schools.
Last February, I was privileged to be in El Salvador when the an-
nouncement came that Pope Francis had declared San Salvador’s
one-time Archbishop, Oscar Romero to be a martyr, meaning that
a date could be set for his beatification. There was great joy ex-
pressed by everyone we met that day. One of the Jesuits at the
university said to us, “The whole of Latin America has been wait-
ing for this event for thirty-five years!”

Schools in England and Wales are familiar with the name ‘Oscar
Romero’. Sometimes when our team visits a school we hear that
‘Romero House’ is the name chosen for one of the school house
teams. That resonates with us, as we named our London office
building ‘Romero House’ after our former CAFOD partner. Many
pupils have learned about Romero’s life in RE lessons during Year
6 of primary school or in the first two or three years of secondary
school.
That’s why, in this special year when Romero officially became
‘Blessed Oscar Romero’, we wanted to use El Salvador as the focus
for our Harvest materials for schools. The materials look at the
stories of Diego (8) and Isabel (15) from San Salvador.
Diego and Isabel are part of an inspiring project run by the Sisters
of St Clare which helps children and young people in a poor and
gang-dominated area of the capital city. In the spirit of Romero,
the sisters give their lives to work alongside people living in
poverty, bringing hope and making steps towards a more peaceful
future.
We met Sr Cruz, who heads up the project, in the courtyard of the
tiny house where the sisters live surrounded by violence.
She told us how afraid she felt when bullets bounced against the
outside walls of their house one night. She also told us of her love

for the young people and was visibly moved when she described
what they meant to her: “I am not giving to them, they are giving
to me.”

Sr Cruz introduced us to Isabel, one of the young leaders being
trained to work with younger children at the Saturday project.
Isabel told us: “We will work with them so that when they get to
our age they’ll say to themselves ‘Let’s change things in our coun-
try!’” That Saturday, we witnessed almost 200 children and young
people enjoying a safe space to
play and socialise and receiving
some vital professional psycho-
logical support.
Blessed Oscar Romero continues
to be an inspiration for the peo-
ple of El Salvador – murals of
him are common. Close to the
school where the Sisters’ project
is based there is a huge mural of
Romero with the legend: “It is
necessary to accompany the peo-
ple who are struggling for their
liberation.”
Blessed Oscar Romero, pray for
all those who follow in your foot-
steps, building a brighter and
more peaceful future for people
surrounded by poverty and vio-
lence in parts of El Salvador and
around the world. Amen.

Kathleen (back row, far left) in El Salvador

Sister Cruz working with young people in the centre

A Romero Cross from 
El Salvador



At Our Lady of Vic-
tories Parish in
Market Harbor-
ough, the Pro Life
Group had been
keen for a long time
to erect a constant
reminder, by way of
a Memorial Stone,
remembering the
Unborn. After dis-
cussions with their
Parish Priest, it was
decided to try and
link the erection of
any such Memorial
with the celebra-
tions attached to Fr.
Owen’s Golden Ju-
bilee of Priesthood.
With this in mind, a
small working party
was agreed on, to
meet the target in June 2015. A local Artist and mem-
ber of the parish, Suzanne Tanner, kindly agreed to
draft a possible design having been told what the
working group had in mind. After the first design was
submitted, a few suggestions and alterations were of-
fered. The working group were delighted with the sec-
ond design. At this stage a possible site for the
memorial had been targeted, on the outward buttress
of the Church wall, which would be clearly visible to
passers by from the street. 
A local Stone Mason Company, Jonathan Stamp, a
family member of J Stamp & Sons, our local Under-
takers, was called on for advice and guidance.
Jonathan inspected our proposed  site and suggested
that the most suitable material for our memorial, fit-
ting in with the Church roof and contrasting with the
surrounding brickwork, would be a nice polished
slate. Jonathan agreed to take on the task at his
workshop attached to “The Chestnuts” on Kettering
Road, Market Harborough. His crafts-
man Richard Allsop was given
Suzanne’s design, with a request that
the Working Party be given a sight of
the early proof on the slate before con-
tinuing further. That request was
granted, and having approved the ini-
tial draft, Jonathan was told of our
target for completion which he  said
would definitely be met. The Parish
was kept fully informed through the
Newsletter about the project, design,
commissioning and target. 
On Sunday, June 28th. Fr. Owen un-
veiled and blessed the newly erected
Memorial Stone to the Unborn Chil-
dren. In the Parish Newsletter for
that week end, Fr. Owen wrote: The
newly erected memorial stone depicts
a mother holding her baby watched
over by angels. Hopefully this memo-
rial will be a constant reminder to all
who pass by and see it, of the vast
number of unborn children, who were

not given the chance and right to life, and to the
memory of the little children who were stillborn, or
babies who died in infancy. Hopefully too, it will be a
place where mothers and fathers who have lost a
baby, can stop and reflect, and be strengthened and
comforted by the fact that their little angel is remem-
bered, recalling the words of Jesus “ let the little chil-
dren come to me”.     
The thanks and appreciation of the entire Parish is
offered to Jonathan Stamp and J. Stamp & Sons, Un-
dertakers, who kindly donated the Memorial Stone
in appreciation of the Catholic Churches involvement
in the life of the local community and the town in gen-
eral.  
The photograph shows Fr. Owen with the Chair of
the Pro life Group Maureen Douglas, together with
some Altar servers, blessing the Stone, after Mass on
Sunday the 28th. of June 2015, when the feast of St.
Peter and Paul was celebrated this year.

Oscar Romero: Prophet of Hope
by Roberto Morozzo Della
Rocca, published by
Darton,Longman & Todd, is a
comprehensive account of the
martyred Archbishop of San
Salvador's incredible journey of
holiness and courageous wit-
ness in the face of cruel state
oppression. Historian Roberto
Morozzo Della Rocca draws di-
rectly on previously unpub-
lished documents - some of
which were used as evidence in
the process leading to Romero's
beatification in 2015 - to write
the most authoritative biogra-
phy of Romero to date.
Morozzo tells the complete
story of Oscar Arnulfo Romero
y Galdámez, from his humble
roots in Ciudad Barros, El Sal-
vador, to his ordination in
Rome and his eventual appoint-
ment as Archbishop of San Sal-
vador. It weaves a sensitive
account of Romero's character -
both public and private - with a
mature appraisal of his theol-
ogy and unfailing commitment
to the poor, marginalised and
persecuted of Latin America.
The final chapter describes
Romero's movements and
words during the final months,
weeks and days that led to his
martyrdom - assassinated
while celebrating Mass the day

after publicly appealing to sol-
diers of El Salvador's Revolu-
tionary Government to refuse
their orders to kill.
Roberto Morozzo Della Rocca
teaches modern history at
Roma Tre University and is a
research specialist on Oscar
Romero and the political and
religious history of Latin Amer-
ica. He was invited to collabo-
rate as an expert on the process
for the canonisation of Romero.
This new biography is therefore
the result of many years of
study.
To order online see:
http://www.darton-longman-
t o d d . c o . u k / t i t l e s / 2 1 3 9 -
9780232532012-oscar-romero
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How to get more out of Holy Communion
By St Peter Julian Eymard. 

Sophia Institute Press. www.SophiaInstitute.com
This is a 19th century spiritual classic, now
reprinted by this enterprising Catholic
publishing house, that repays reading and
rereading. Tackling how the reverent re-
ception of Communion brings the recipient
constantly closer to the source of all love,
as well as deepening one’s friendship with
Christ, are only two of the themes dis-
cussed by the author, a saint who, not sur-
prisingly, founded two religious orders to

promote adoration of the Eucharist. Al-
though the author’s style seems old-fash-
ioned to modern ears, his advice is
penetrating and timeless. In a chapter en-
titled, “How Communion drives sadness
from your soul”, he reflects that such “sad-
ness” is common to holy people, advising
that “human consolation” is not enough,
“especially if God has sent an increase of
sadness to test you.” The only sure remedy

is Communion, where “Our Lord...enters
into us to give divine combat to our sad-
ness.” This edition, with its cover painting
of St Teresa of Avila receiving Communion,
would make an excellent Confirmation
present. It is a work combining catechesis
and insight into the author’s own life of
prayer.

Francis Phillips

Oscar Romero:
Prophet of Hope 

REMEMBERING 
THE UNBORN

Please support our
advertisers

Book Reviews
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In 1992, Fr Wenceslao ‘Wens’ Padilla
packed the warmest clothes he had and set
off from his home country of the Philip-
pines for the capital of Mongolia, Ulaan-
baatar. His mission was to share God’s love
with the people living in one of the harsh-
est climates in the world, following the col-
lapse of Communism. Today, he is the
nation’s first and only bishop. 
The future Bishop Wens and two other
priests arrived together, operating out of a
hotel room. The three men would celebrate
Mass with expatriates. Eventually, they in
turn brought their Mongolian friends and,
before long, the first Catholic Church
building was constructed, supported by
Missio.
During his first years in Mongolia, Bishop
Wens worked hard to understand the
needs of the people, leading to several ini-
tiatives that continue today. They include
a care centre for children who were home-
less, schools, clinics, and training centres
for vocational skills. “All cater for the very
poor,” says Bishop Wens, “those who have
no clothes to wear, no food, no family.”
As Pope Francis reminds us in his message
for this year’s World Mission Sunday, “mis-
sion is at once a passion for Jesus and a
passion for his people”. This passion is
what drives Bishop Wens and the work of
the missionaries he works alongside. With
the help of local catechists, they are reach-
ing out, sharing the Catholic faith with the
Mongolian people in a way that is relevant
and meaningful to their own culture. 
Gantulga’s family is just one example of

people whose lives have been dramatically
transformed thanks to missionaries shar-
ing God’s love. The family first learned
about the Catholic Church when they
moved to the rural town of Arvaiheer ten
years ago. Along with his wife, Uurtsaikh,
and children, Gantulga sought refuge after
tragically losing all their livestock, and
therefore their livelihood, due to the freez-
ing conditions. 
While Uurtsaikh and the children started
attending activities run by the church,
Gantulga was haunted by his alcohol ad-
diction and destructive behaviour. Sadly,
in Mongolia alcoholism, domestic abuse
and extreme poverty is widespread. 
Seeing the changes in his wife’s behaviour,
Gantulga was inspired to learn about the
Catholic faith and started going to church
with Uurtsaikh and their children. 
Gantulga was baptised at Easter two years
ago, and is now a parish catechist. He says,
“When I started going to church and feeling
how God’s mercy reaches me, I felt that I
had to receive baptism. Now I can say I am
a better father and husband because I have
received God’s mercy and can be merciful
to others.”
On Sundays young and old gather in the
traditional ger (tent) church, sharing their
faith with one another and supporting each
other. Gantulga explains, “There is a posi-
tive influence of the Church here in this
whole community. There is more joy and
happiness around us and there has been a
big change for the better in the lives of
many people.”

Mgr Canon James
Cronin, the National Di-
rector of Missio in Eng-
land and Wales, reminds
us, “World Mission Sun-
day is an opportunity for
the family of the Church
to support its youngest
member, the Church of
Mongolia.”
In order to share God’s
love, Bishop Wens and
his fellow missionaries
rely on the worldwide
Catholic family, through
the Pope’s own charity
for overseas mission,
Missio. He is incredibly
grateful for this support
and says, “Although I’ve
seen many Mongolians
come to know Christ,
there are still so many
more that need to be
reached. I want to con-
tinue reaching out to the
poor and am grateful for
the love and support of
our sisters and brothers
in England and Wales.”
Sunday, 18 October is
World Mission Sunday,
when every Catholic
church around the world,
whatever its circum-
stances, gives what it can
to help and support the Church where it is

too young or too poor to support itself. Find
out more at missio.org.uk/wms2015

A passion for Jesus
and his people

The world’s youngest Catholic church



The Church has a
responsibility to
ensure all those
who undertake
work in the name
of the Church are
a d e q u a t e l y
trained in safe-
guarding matters.
The Catholic
Church is depend-
ent on Clergy, Re-
ligious and Lay
people using their skills and talents to nurture and support the
Catholic community. Some will be paid employees, but the ma-
jority undertake their work on a voluntary basis. Whilst some
will recognise their role as a volunteer, many rightly see their
caring and support contribution as part of their Christian re-
sponsibility and ministry. But we all have a role to play in safe-
guarding the young or adults who may be at risk and it is for
this reason that the Catholic Church in England and Wales has
worked with EduCare to bring you an e-learning package that
will raise awareness throughout the Catholic Community in
our countries. The e-learning package is part of the Church’s
commitment to safeguarding, and is available to all members
of the Catholic community free of charge.

Please download the brochure from the diocesan website to see
the courses available and how to access them.

What do I need to do to access this training resource?
1.Email  Admin@familycare-nottingham.org.uk to register your
interest.
2.Your email should contain your name, email address, the
name of your parish/order/congregation, and your role. For ex-
ample: Priest, Member of the Religious, Safeguarding Repre-
sentative, Youth Worker, Teacher, SVP or Other Volunteers,
Parent/Grandparent/Guardian, or Other.
3.On receipt of your email the safeguarding administrator will
register your email address with EduCare.
4.You will receive a Welcome Email from EduCare where you
will set your password.
5.You will then have instant access to the training programmes. 
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St. Elizabeth of the Trinity
A young saint of dazzling simplicity

Her simple message is: ‘Just let your God love you.’
Elizabeth was canonised in 1998 by Pope John Paul II.

Towards a 
Culture of 

Safeguarding
He acknowledged that she was one of the saints that
had most influenced his own life.
For Elizabeth the words “God is love,” held the mean-
ing and foundation of everything. There is at once a
contemplative tidal wave and a fabulous innocence in
her teaching.
She says: “We are here on earth so that we can be
drawn into God’s vortex of love. So just let your God
love you. If we can do that we are holy with the holi-
ness of Jesus. 
Elizabeth insists it is God’s embrace, God’s love, that
makes us holy. There is no such thing as ‘our’ holiness.
Holiness belongs entirely to God alone, but each of us
according to our openness, our giftedness, our tem-
perament, our longing, our readiness, is open to receive
God’s love in a way unique to ourselves.In Jesus, Eliz-
abeth contemplated a fathomless love. 
She declares: “It is this intimacy with him within that
has been the beautiful sun illuminating my life, mak-
ing it already an anticipated heaven.”
This doctrine of the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, was the key to Elizabeth’s own spiritual life and
is at the centre of her teaching. God: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit are at home, she says, in the human
heart.Elizabeth spoke out of the lived reality of her
own life. Known today as ‘Prophet of the Presence of
God’, she invites us to accept the gift of God’s immedi-
acy and to open our hearts to God’s reality within.
Elizabeth declares: “In that little inner sanctuary of
my soul I find him at every hour of the day and night.”
She contends: “He is always there, although you do not
feel it. He is waiting for you and wants to establish a
‘wonderful communion with you.” Elizabeth insists
that prayer is much more than a technique; it has to
mature to become a relationship. Our listening in still-
ness has to fuel the content of our silent prayer.
In that rather shocking style of a saint Elisabeth in-
sists: “It is so simple to love. It is the surrender of your-
self to all his wishes. She advises us: “Right in the
depths, in the heaven of your soul, you must build a
little cell within. I do this. Remember that God is there
and enter it…He wants to be the friend you can always
find. He is standing at the door of your heart. He is
waiting; open to Him.”
In all this, Elizabeth of the Trinity, who had this im-
plicit awareness of God as community; Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, was drawing deep on her Carmelite tradi-

tions.
“In the evening of life,” she declares, “love alone re-
mains…I have only to let myself be loved, all the time,
through all things: to wake in love, to move in love to
sleep in love.” 
Elizabeth declares: “It seems to me that if I saw death,
even despite all my infidelities, I would abandon my-
self into the arms of my God like a child who falls
asleep on its mother’s heart.”
The simplicity of Elizabeth’s way can be a powerful
corrective. She advises us to keep returning to the New
Testament and learn directly from Christ. 
She encourages us: “If you got to know him a little,
prayer wouldn’t bore you anymore. To me it seems to
be rest and relaxation. We come quite simply to the
one we love. Stay close to him like a child in the arms
of its mother and let your heart go. There is no need
for beautiful thoughts, only an outpouring and an out-
reaching of your heart. The only wise thing is for us to
do is to abandon ourselves trustfully into God’s hands.”  

David Mahon 
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