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Learn about adoption at one of our open evenings on every

0115 9558811 www.faithinfamilies.org

First Thursday of the month
6.00pm to 7.30pm 

7 Colwick Road, West Bridgford, NG2 5FR

I have called you by your name; 
You are mine

St Christopher
Feast day 25th July

Volunteer Hopes To Inspire 
Climate Change Action

A Nottingham volunteer hopes his pas-
sion will inspire others to help combat
climate change in his new role with aid
agency CAFOD.

Tom Beall has been chosen as a Climate
Champion by the agency, which will see
him travel to Brussels by train in July
for a sustainability workshop.

When 20-year-old Tom returns from
the workshop, he will be raising aware-
ness about climate change, sustainable
living and CAFOD campaigns in the
local community.

Tom said: “The reason I applied to be a
Climate Champion is because climate
change is something that I feel really
passionate about.

“I know it is a problem that needs ad-
dressing and I hope I am able to help in
doing that. I want to be able to inspire
others to feel as passionately about the
environment as I do.

“I can’t wait to head off to Brussels!”

Tom works at family business Smith-
sTimber Merchant in Newark and also
volunteers with the National Trust,
Newark Palace Theatre and the Inter-
national Cricket Council.

CAFOD and the National Trust are both
part of the Climate Coalition, which is
formed of different organisations in the
UK who have come together to combat
climate change.

Tom said: “The fact that the National
Trust and CAFOD are linked by the Cli-
mate Coalition is brilliant for me!”

Tom will also be undertaking a volun-
teer position with CAFOD as a Cam-
paign Volunteer Co-ordinator.

He went on to say: “I will help ensure
that the impact and engagement of
CAFOD campaigning is as high as pos-
sible on a local level.

Retired priests’ appeal:
sponsored walk
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A sponsored walk?  We thought would be an organisational night-
mare but hadn’t anticipated that Canon Eddy Jarosz was deter-
mined to walk in daily sections from the south-west (Burton on
Trent) to the north-west (Alkborough on the Humber) of the dio-
cese. 
We now had a direct challenge; wasn’t the Retired Priests Appeal a
lay led initiative?  Fortunately one of our team suggested (volun-
teered) two friends Gillian and John Fernandez, teachers, who
stepped up to the plate. We now had two outline routes in 21 daily
sections

We shouldn’t have worried about support: apart from sponsors, 65
people including our bishop and four priests, (and four dogs)
walked, one cycled, many others organised their parishes, hosted
the walkers overnight, ferried baggage, made packed lunches,
opened churches, accompanied the lead walkers and provided tea at
the end of daily sections.  Morning Masses featured.  

Continued on page 4
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Wanted - Parish
Correspondents
The Catholic News is looking for
a Parish Correspondent in your
parish to send in local news for
publication in this newspaper.

All items to be emailed to
johnclwson@icloud.com
before 10th of the month

The monthly paper for theThe monthly paper for the
Diocese of NottinghamDiocese of Nottingham
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Please note events may be cancelled for one reason or another. 
It is therefore prudent to ensure there are no changes to the information

listed above before travelling. 

Diary Dates
If there is an event in your parish that you want publicised please

email john@bellcourtltd.co.uk

15 - 20 Oct
St. Philip Neri parish Mansfield – Pilgrimage to Florence and Rome: 

15th – 22nd October 2017 – 
For more details or to book a place please contact Fr. Paul Chipchase:

SPNMansfield@hotmail.co.uk

23 Oct - 2 Nov
Yad Vashem Seminar 2017 for Clergy and Church Leaders 
Monday 23rd October – Thursday 2nd November 2017.

FRANKLY SPEAKINGFRANKLY SPEAKING
Due to the General Election on June 8th it
was always necessary to write this article
without knowledge of the new Govern-
ment.  The recent poll campaign however
took a tragic direction due to the atroci-
ties and loss of life in both Manchester on
May 22nd and London on June 3rd. Only
those who were present at these evil out-
rages can truly know what impact they
will relay to the years ahead for their fam-
ilies. The cosmopolitan nature of our big
cities ensures that foreign visitors to our
shores may also be affected by the hatred
we have recently experienced. Our coun-
try will be for ever grateful to the emer-
gency services and so many others who
responded with intense courage and per-
sonal love.

The new administration at Westminster
will have a huge and difficult agenda, not
only for our country but also in interna-
tional affairs. I hope many readers stud-
ied the letter which was available in
churches from the Catholic Bishops Con-
ference. Under ten major statements we
were given guidance for the MP’s, who
have been elected. I make no apology for
quoting two of the statements which
would not have possibly influenced many
voters. The Bishops’ spoke of our prison
system facing unprecedented levels of vio-
lence and suicide. This has got far worse
in recent years and with our prison popu-
lation so high we urgently need prison re-
form and better resourcing. My second
observation is the Bishop’s reference to
helping the world’s poorest. In 1970 the

United Nations gave us the now much
quoted figure of 0.7% from our country.
This aid figure was not achieved until
2013. This Bishop’s clearly state we
should protect the international develop-
ment budget to widen the scope by getting
more guidance from organisations like
CAFOD to ensure the aid reaches those in
greatest need. 

On the Sunday before the Manchester
tragedy I was fortunate enough to attend
Mass in the Hexham and Newcastle Dio-
cese. The church had a huge Ascension
Cross which dominated the sanctuary.
The senior priest who celebrated Mass
looked forward to Pentecost by suggesting
“we achieve a good deed each week on the
days of Monday to Friday”. If we do this,
he added “we will know the Holy Spirit is
working”.

A regular school bus which passes that
church has an additional visual aid above
the driver’s cab, this sign simply says “all
passengers welcome”. Those brilliant peo-
ple in Manchester and London surely re-
acted to this.

Our Bishops quoted Pope Francis when
he said, “We love the human family which
dwells here in all its tragedies and strug-
gles”. Will our new MP’s please take no-
tice?

Frank Goulding
Holy Trinity Parish,

Newark

Who Is My Neighbour?

Building
Peaceful       

Communities

Over the coming months the Justice and
Peace Commission will be keeping you up to
date with our initiative, with the endorse-
ment of Bishop Patrick, to help build, main-
tain and strengthen communities which are
peaceful.  At our Annual Assembly on Satur-
day 25th November at St Mary’s Derby we
will launch a parish resource to assist us all
in this endeavour. In the meantime we hope
you will follow this series of suggestions, re-
sources and reflections on the subject.

This month, after the horror of recent terror
attacks, we are asking you to consider “Who
is my neighbour? Do you really know your
community? Who are the people who com-
prise it?  To truly have a chance of building
peaceful communities we need to know
each other. Otherwise, how can we build re-
lationships with people we don’t know?

It is no mean feat to try to get to know the
members of your local community. These
days it is easier to know our ‘virtual’ com-
munity – those we engage with online. Peo-
ple no longer work where they live, or work
with their neighbours, or sit with them on
the bus. They no longer see each other regu-
larly at working men’s clubs, associations,
union meetings or other institutions and or-
ganisations where traditionally people could
meet ‘their neighbour’.  A void has been cre-
ated, and we need to ask ourselves how we
can fill it. Where there is emptiness, there
the Holy Spirit will come to fill the void.

As church communities, many with well-
equipped parish centres, now is the time to
ask ourselves how our parishes serve the
needs of the local community (not merely
the Catholic community). Could your parish
host regular meet-up opportunities for peo-
ple who don’t normally mix, all living in the
same area? This would mean stepping away
from our usual practice of using parish cen-
tres to raise funds for parish finances or

charities which the parish supports. To at-
tract all-comers we need to look more
closely at using church buildings as places
where people can come together, at no cost,
to learn from face to face contact who their
neighbours are. This will require effort, con-
viction and complete selflessness from the
parish, but if we who were called by our
baptism do not step up to fill the void in
meaningful social interaction in the 21st
century, who will?

A new film about
Jean Vanier and
the L’Arche com-
munities he
founded was re-
leased in the UK
on the 23 June. It
tells the story of
the love and
friendship be-
tween people
with and without
learning disabilities who share life together, living and/or working in the
L’Arche communities of France and Bethlehem. It is comic, tender and
moving. One critic said: “…it is extremely rare for a film to have the power
to change lives. This one really might.”

See trailer and cinema information here: www.summerintheforest.com any
profit from the film will go to L’Arche.

For those unable to go to the cinema, the film can be downloaded at a spe-
cial reduced price for parishioners from the website.  The discount coupon
code is SUMMER2017

Summer in the Forest

HERMITAGE OF OUR
LADY & SAINT BENEDICT

Statue renovation / painting undertaken .
Please contact Fr. Richard h.d.n.

01636 526947
hermitage.fathers@gmail.com



Enjoy a dose of good reading
As the leading Catholic weekly, The Tablet offers a lively 

look at the Church and the wider world

“There is no other religious journal 
in English to compete with it.” – 
Tablet reader 2016  
 

Every Saturday, 
thousands of 
people turn to 
the latest issue 
of The Tablet. 
The leading 
international  
Catholic weekly 
looks at the 
Church and the 

Pope, at global issues and politics, 
at ethics and society, at literature 
and the arts. It features some of 
the world’s most thought  
provoking and entertaining 
writers, from Rowan Willams and 
Timothy Radcliffe to Mark Lawson 
and Adrian Chiles.

News, ideas and nourishment
So what’s inside The Tablet?  
Popular features include The 

Church in the World, reporting on 
events within the Church  
internationally; Notebook, giving 
a light-hearted round-up of recent 
events; the Letters section, where 
readers worldwide share their 
views; Books, covering subjects 
from theology to biography and 
fiction; and the Arts section, with 
reviews of exhibitions, theatre, 
cinema, TV, music and opera.  

It all adds up to an enjoyable 
blend of news, ideas and  
intellectual nourishment, giving 
you a deeper understanding of 
what’s really shaping the Church 
and the world. As a subscriber, 
you can also browse the whole 
Tablet website. Its 176-year old 
archive gives you a fascinating 
window onto history – such as the 
awed response to the photos of 
the Turin Shroud in 1898.

So if you enjoy great writing and original thinking, it could be 
time to take The Tablet. You can save up to 49% off the cover 

price at www.thetablet.co.uk or call 01795 414855.
promo code

3971
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LEICESTERSHIRE
EMOHC RENEWAL

DAY WITH
BISHOP PATRICK

On Saturday May 13th,  260 Leicestershire
Extra Ordinary Ministers of Holy Commun-
ion gathered at St Peters Church in Hinck-
ley for our annual ‘Renewal Day’. This is an
event that takes place each year for all min-
isters across the Diocese within their own
county. 

However, for Leicestershire, this year was to
be a little different as we were privileged to
have with us Bishop Patrick McKinney who
would speak to us and also be our main cel-
ebrant for Holy Mass.

After meeting old friends and ‘catching up’
on news from around the parishes over a
cup of tea or coffee, our day began in the
beautiful church of St Peters at 11.00am.
Anthony Baxendale welcomed us and in-
formed us of the programme for the day and
then introduced Bishop Patrick who spoke
to us of how God’s love gives us the strength
and courage needed in our vocation as Eu-
charistic Ministers. He also suggested how
we could develop our prayer lives and en-
couraged us to “pray as you can, not as you
can’t.”

After sharing these thoughts, interspersed
with his gentle sense of humour, he con-

cluded by inviting any questions we might
have and was able to answer them all.

After a short ‘comfort break’ Holy Mass was
celebrated by Bishop Patrick and concele-
brated with Fr’s Frank Daly, Michael East-
wood, Geoffrey Hurst, Michael Mason and
Terry Fellows.    Fr Daniel Palmer was our
organist and provided the musical support
for our hymn singing.  A truly joyous cele-
bration bringing our morning to a close!

Lunch followed in the vibrant atmosphere
of the Mary Forryan  Centre where the
ladies of the parish excelled in keeping us
all well fortified with a never ending supply
of tea,  coffee and biscuits.

For the afternoon session and the final part
of the day Fr. Michael Eastwood guided us
in thoughts and prayer in a very Holy Hour
which was the perfect contemplative way to
bring the day to a close.

Anthony then concluded proceedings by
summarising on the thoughts we had heard
from Bishop Patrick, thanking Fr. Frank
and St Peters parish for their hospitality,
and to all those who had helped in any way.
With Anthony’s final, “Have a safe journey

home” ringing in our ears we dispersed and
reflected on what had truly been a ‘very’
special day!  

Text by Ted Keller
Photographs by Anthony Baxendale     

The parishioners of St Mary's Derby came together to organise an 80th birthday party for
Canon Tim O'Sullivan. He has been the Parish Priest here for 24 years and the hall was
packed with well-wishers, friends and family who wanted to be with Fr Tim to mark this
milestone birthday. There was a display of Irish dancing, not one but two birthday cakes
and plenty of food and drink. The music was provided by Fr Joe Wheat and Andy Clare,
whose toe-tapping tunes ensured no one wanted to leave at the end. We wish Fr Tim many
happy returns."

Frances Wickes

Fr Tim
O'Sullivan

Celebrates his
80th Birthday
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A tip and added value 

The tip: have a bishop to walk a section.
Forget football fans-ask if he has walking
boots and ask him to walk.  Bishop Patrick
did.   The added value: the support, hospi-
tality and friendship received from so many
people along the way and that people met
others from different parishes. Space lets us
only show a few pictures but there are many
more on our website (www.retiredpriestsap-
peal).

The lay led limb steals a march
The Fernandez set off on 23 May. 

After excellent hospitality overnight (maybe
we should have weighed them) they and five
walkers (six counting a dog) visited both
Glossop churches, the Hadfield and Broad-
bottom (more food) churches on the way to
Marple Bridge to be met by Fr John and
hosts. 

With ‘wonderful breakfast’, then Mass with
the school’s  ‘Year 4’ was followed by 15
mins Q and A with the children- as you’d
expect remarkably straightforward but to
teachers easy enough. With four accompa-
nying walkers (and a dog) they went via to
New Mills (another excellent lunch) to
Chapel- en-le-Frith, met by Peter Barnes
and Fr Kevin (ex-police officer).  That
evening it was ‘plenty of good food and
drink’. Next day saw Buxton; they went
south while Fr Gerry and Bishop Patrick
opened a school extension, with Bishop
Patrick on his way north to Glossop.  We
omit the details of the hospitality and din-
ing (see our website) but in short we really
should have weighed in John and Gillian.  

During a ‘wi fi’ blank they passed through
Wyedale and Cheedale to a warm reception
in Bakewell coinciding with leaving the
noise of planes going to Manchester. De-
spite Fr Hugh having to miss the host’s din-
ner he left with a huge ‘take away’. 
Catenians and friends from St Mary’s,
Loughborough joined to reach Matlock via
High Tor with motorbike riders admiring
each other’s bikes and a model boat exhibi-
tion and model duck and ducklings at
Cromford Wharf.  After high tea and Vigil
Mass Fr Robbie, who will soon abseil 418
feet for Aid to the Church in Need
(http://matlockcatholicchurch.org.uk)
cooked dinner- for (or from) which he asked
the congregation to pray. It was good.
The welcome at Belper by Fr Michael and
parishioners included more tea and cakes,
dinner with Sean (another police officer)
and Theresa and an overnight stay with
hosts they would meet again later.  Bishop
Patrick joined the Belper walkers and after
Mass (yes- more tea and cakes) all set off for
Derby. The bishop brought the rain and the
welcome party sent to find them lost them.
By the time they returned the walkers
reached St Mary’s where parishioners were
joined by Canon Tim, Fr Neil and Deacon
Chris. The customary church visit included
the restored Lady Chapel and the local hosts
offered ‘wonderful food and drink’ before
the Fernandez set off for Long Eaton the
next day. 

The next day while the Fernandez set out
for Long Eaton, accompanied by friends
from St Mary’s Loughborough for yet an-
other good welcome at Long Eaton with tea
and a well hosted evening, the bishop ac-
companied Frs Eddy and John Paul from
Burton on Trent through South Derbyshire
countryside to Mel-
bourne where after
welcome by Fr An-
thony the party made
a swift, ‘clerically en-
dorsed’ bolt to a local
pub.  By the time they
had arrived a lady
who had cycled from
Burton had long since

cycled back.

The lay last stretch but one.

On May 31 after Mass six parishioners (and
a dog) were briefed by Fr Martin, solicitous
for their sun protection and first aid provi-
sion accompanied the Fernandez to West
Bridgford.  The pilgrims had coffee, lunch,
fruit and ice cream breaks before arriving
ahead of schedule for tea. Fr Martin led a
small party to the Olde Trip to Jerusalem, a
pilgrim hostelry before taking the bus back
home.

Gillian and John took a couple of days to re-
cuperate (see Re-united) 

Fr Eddy plods on and a young walker

Meanwhile after Mass, Fr Eddy and three
parishioners set off passing Melbourne Hall
leaving Derbyshire for Shepshed in Leices-
tershire to be met by Fr Michael and parish-
ioners.  One walker, Nathan who was
accompanied by his grandmother became
the youngest participant walking a full sec-
tion. 

Well done Nathan

Long legs

The next day Fr David Cain (new PP in St
Alban’s Derby) joined at Shepshed, for early
breakfast and strode out for East Leake with
Fr Eddy. Fr David is also to walk and collect
for the Three Peaks Challenge for The Briars
at the end of June.
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/davi
dcain1 

Plans to use the Normanton on Soar chain
ferry failed so they diverted to Zouch to
cross the Soar where a local septuagenarian
who joined for the last part wryly observed
the tall Fr David only needed four paces to
cover the distance it took him five.  The
speedy pace nearly caught the local wel-
come on the hop. 

Next day after Mass, celebrated by Fr Eddy
while Fr Michael the PP celebrated at Key-
worth, eight parishioners from East Leake
and Keyworth set off with Fr Eddy in stages
for West Bridgford with en route from
Sharphill Wood a glimpse of the distant
Cathedral, just as Camino to Santiago di
Compostella pilgrims see their destination
cathedral.

The walkers unite

Pentecost morning  saw eleven walkers
being seen off by Frs John and Michael
from West Bridgford  It included the Fer-

nandez, their granddaughters Tilly (2) and
Annie (1) ), Fr Eddy, and three Catenians
(two on their second walks)

Annie was in a pushchair but Tilly did 2
miles by balance bike on a river and canal
side route. Fr Eddy went ahead to prepare
for celebrating the 10:00 Mass. He  man-
aged to incorporate the walk in his homily
by quoting a phrase from the Sequence –
‘Guide the steps that go astray’ although the
Fernandez might have added the phrases
‘Thou in toil art comfort sweet, Pleasant
coolness in the heat’.  During the swift
turnover before the 11:15 Confirmation
Mass the walkers were reunited with Bishop
Patrick and made their way to tea in the hall
meeting  the throng entering the Cathedral
and local supporters.

At the cathedral

Fr Eddy continues

After a restful weekend Fr Eddy started at
his childhood parish of Carlton, where he
went to school, served at Mass and was or-
dained with Fr Joe for Fiskerton near
Southwell. He who was to meet them strode
off down the Trent towpath and spotted too
late that Frs Eddy & Joe  were using a
slightly different route, spotted them in the
distance but had no chance of overtaking:
note Fr Joe has long legs. To complete
childhood memories Fr Eddy’s overnight
hosts were originally parishioners of Carl-
ton. Even without Bishop Patrick’s ability to
make it rain on 6 June Fr Eddy was teased
by intermittent showers arriving in Newark
pretty wet.  The locals welcoming him in-
cluded Carla and Mandy from the Appeal
Office.

An upended sheep

The next day Carol, added rural wisdom.
Accompanying Fr Eddy she came across a
sheep upended on its back.  Some might up-
right themselves, but sheep normally walk
on four legs so unless they are just scratch-
ing off parasites it does seem sensible to
help: Carol got on with it.

After Mass in St Hugh’s Lincoln Fr Eddy

and two companions for the day, set of,
mainly through fields, passing through Stow
with its fine church, animals, crops (and
polling stations) to St Thomas’s in Gains-
borough.
Gainsborough to home

During this section to  Holy Souls via St
Bernadette’s for tea, Fr Eddy reflected ‘ I
thought about the many amazing people I
met on my journey, and their great desire to
support this appeal’. After tea at yet another
policeman, Paul Hemingway looked after Fr
Eddy.

But more to come

We have lost count of the number of miles
walked by Fr Eddy, the Fernandez, Bishop
Patrick and priests, the more than 300
walkers, reception groups, parish based or-
ganisers and overnight hosts.  The accounts
from Fr Eddy and Gillian & John sum-
maries the walk.

Fr Eddy referring to his final day’s walk
from Scunthorpe to Alkborough wrote:
‘After a night in my own bed the day
dawned full of rain and I have to admit I
had doubts as to whether the final stage
would go ahead. However the presence of
nine other people eager to walk with me
meant that there was no choice in the mat-
ter and so after a post Mass cup of tea we
braved the rain and set out.

The first hour or so was wet and miserable
but then the rain stopped and we began to
dry out. We stopped for a lunch break at
Burton upon Stather and we were joined
by another four walkers for the final
stretch to Alkborough. We passed some
wonderful views of the Trent as it reached
its end at the Humber Estuary.

Just before three o’clock 14 of us reached
Alkborough and two dogs too, the biggest
group I had walked with on my journey.
For me it was a fitting ending to the whole
walk in which I believe I covered some 120
miles in 10 days of walking. As well as the
pleasure and satisfaction that the walk has
given me I hope it has helped to raise the
profile of the Retired Priests Appeal and
some much needed funds.

Thanks to all!

And from Gillian and John
‘It has been an increasingly uplifting pil-
grimage from Glossop to Nottingham and
we will be ever grateful for the support,
hospitality and friendship we have received
along the way’

It is not too late to sponsor the walk- con-
tact us srpfappeal@nrcdt.org.uk or 01158
882644.Ice cream for

some…
Fr Eddy (first left) and the Fernandez
(4th and 6th) with young walkers.



The Bishop of Nottingham, Rt Rev Patrick
McKinney, has given a ringing endorsement
for the ministry of Apostleship of the Sea
(AoS).

Bishop McKinney recalled his visit to Im-
mingham port early last year where he went
on board a new ship with AoS’ port chap-
lains and saw first-hand their work with
seafarers. He also celebrated Mass for the
crew and blessed the ship during that visit.

“That day very much opened my eyes to the
important ministry that you all exercise,” he
said in his homily at a Mass on 11 May dur-
ing AoS’ national conference.

“Many crew members arrive at ports per-
haps not having eaten for several days,
sometimes abused or ill-treated. 

“Hence the importance of good local sup-
port from parishes who can help with prac-
tical care, a welcoming atmosphere and
maybe some good food as well,” he said.

Reflecting on Pope Francis’ understanding
of God and of the Church, the Bishop said

the Church needs to
be close to the people
it serves – touching
the suffering flesh of
Christ. 

“As I saw that day in
Immingham, a
Church close to the
people it serves will
not always be a tidy,
orderly church, but
rather one that gets
its shoes soiled by the
mud off the roads. This is the Church that
the Holy Father prefers to see, a Church
that through its closeness to the people it
serves is a little bruised, hurting and dirty,
because it has been out amongst the peo-
ple.”

Bishop McKinney added, “May the risen
Christ Jesus continue to bless your trans-
forming work of care and pursuit of justice
on behalf of seafarers through the AoS. 

“And may you in turn continue to challenge
and enable parishes not only to give of their

money but also to give where possible of
their time, their love and their practical care
to transform, even for a little while, the
hard and often harsh life of seafarers so far
away from their loved ones and their
homes.”

* Sea Sunday this year is on 9th July.
Please pray for and remember sea-

farers on this special day.
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Philosophy for Faith:
24th - 27th July

Introduction to Catholic 
Theology:
14th - 17th August

Ecclesiastical Latin for 
Beginners:
12th - 15th October

Four-day residential schools 
in 2017 at Buckfast Abbey, 
Devon and one-year online 
courses with personal tutors

NE TIM

EAS

‘DO NOT BE AFRAID
’ LU

K
E 1:30

www.schooloftheannunciation.com
Telephone: 01364 645660
enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com   

To book now and full details go to:

School of the Annunciation
Centre for the New Evangelisation

Charity no. 1155776.     Company no. 8800079.

Bishop Patrick pays tribute to ‘transforming’
work of Apostleship of the Sea 

Bags of Love

Market Harborough Circle President, Bill Ryan, presenting his cheque to
Cathy McManus, Parish Co-ordinator for Mary's Meals with some of the

Ladies of Our Lady of Victories  and St. Alphonsus, Lutterworth.
Left to Right:  Jean Davies, Mary Long, President Bill Ryan, Co-ordinator

Cathy McManus, Eileen Fox and Vera Mather.

More than 40 youngsters in Malawi will
have the chance of an education and regu-
lar, life-saving meals thanks to kind hearted
Catenians from Market Harborough

The 'Bags of Love' project, part of the work
of Mary's Meals, provides children in
poverty with special backpacks filled with
school clothes, notebooks, pencils, flip-flops
and spoons, enabling them to attend school,
and the Mary's Meals charity also supplies
the world's poorest children with meals
every school day.

Said Market Harborough Circle's Bill Ryan,
who chose to support the charity in his year
as President:  "This is a project close to my
heart which my Parish has been involved
with since 2012.  The £1000 Catenian dona-
tion will give young children, living in diffi-
cult circumstances, the opportunity to
escape poverty through education."

A parishioner at Our Lady of Victories and

St. Alphonsus in Lutterworth, Bill added:
"By the end of 2017 the Parish will have sent
1500 'Bags of Love 'to needy youngsters in
Liberia and Malawi.  It is truly humbling
and rewarding to be able to make such a dif-
ference."

Cathy McManus, Parish Co-ordinator for
Mary's Meals, said she was "overwhelmed"
by the "extremely generous Catenian sup-
port."  She explained that Mary's Meals
serves more than  1.2 million meals to the
world's poorest children each school day in
14 countries across Africa, Asia, Latin
America and the Caribbean.  Providing food
attracts "chronically poor" children into the
classroom, where they receive an education
which can hopefully be their "ladder out of
poverty."

Added Bill:  "Market Harborough Circle is
delighted to support these charitable works
which we hope will have a life-changing im-
pact on our world's future generation."

Look At The Crucifix!
If you would like to know God, look at the Crucifix!
If you would like to love God, look at the Crucifix!
If you want to serve God, look at the Crucifix!

If you hope for eternal happiness, look at the Crucifix!
If you wonder what you are worth, look at the Crucifix!

If you wonder how much God loves you, look at the Crucifix!
If you wonder how much He wants you in heaven, look at the Crucifix!

If you wonder how He tries to prvent you from the jaws of hell, look at the Crucifix!
If you wonder how much he will help you to save your immortal soul, 

look at the Crucifix!
If you wonder how much you should forgive others, look at the Crucifix!

If you wonder how much you should do for the salvation of souls, look at the Crucifix!
If you wonder how much your faith demands of you, in poverty, charity, meekness and

every virtue, look at the Crucifix!
If you want to know what unselfishness and generosity look like, look at the Crucifix!

If you wonder how far your own unselfishness should go to bring others to Christ, look at
the Crucifix!

If you want to understand the need for self denial and mortification, look at the Crucifix!
If you wish to live well, look at the Crucifix!
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St Joseph’s Derby
Youth Club Celebrating 50 Years

How wonderful to celebrate 50 years of St
Joseph’s youth club.  Good wishes to the
priests and religious and parishioners for
their support.  Thanks also to the parents,
families and friends.

To the attentive caring members of the
management committee, the terrific dedi-
cated youth workers and the young people
past and present for their honesty, energy,
hope, joy and belief – congratulations! 

Canon Beel was the parish priest in 1966
when talks were initiated about provision
for a youth club.  A cross section of parish-
ioners met for a series of meetings and
fundraising.  

Fr Paul Klee from the Catholic Youth Serv-
ice also attended.  The youth of the parish
were consulted and a management com-
mittee was formed on the 4th January
1967.

Chairman – Mr Peter Sutcliffe (Headmas-
ter of St Joseph’s school)
Treasurer – Mr A Weston
Secretary – Mrs M North
Youth Leader – Mr W Toryusen
Deputy Leader – Mr J McCready
And the distinguished committee.

29th March 1967 – Official Opening – 57
young people attended. 7.30pm –
10.00pm admission 1/-,
26th April – Quiz
15th May – Hike to Dovedale
19th July – Tramps Supper
7th September – Fr P Dooling joined the
committee
15th October – Bus trip to Blackpool illu-
minations
29th October – Halloween Party
Christmas Eve – Visit to a Residential
home to sing carols

The young people responded to the sup-
port by joining in with a whole range of ac-
tivities like ice skating, hikes, pantomimes
and games.  We raised funds for the edu-
cation of priests, the diocesan youth serv-
ice and Lourdes pilgrimage, and we met
up with St Mary’s Youth Friday, Christ the
King Mackworth and Shepshed club.  St
Joseph’s were one of the first groups to
visit the Briars when we camped there in
1969 and 1971 with mass in the house.  We
continued to be associated through Fr M
O’Donoghue and the youth rally at Ninian
Park with Pope John Paul II when one of
our members Paul Murphy was involved
in the presentation and with Derek Hay
for many years and now with Angela Gille-
spie a former member of the Youth Club.

Music has always been a major factor with
the youth and the DJ’s and musicians con-
tributed to the success.  The club has been
attended by the youth from other parishes
in Derby and they have helped it to flour-

ish.

There has been great support from parish-
ioners joining in and attending pan-
tomimes and concerts.  St Joseph’s
Mothers, the Columba Club and especially
the Knights of St Columba for accommo-
dating the club for many years and joining
in each year for Stations of the Cross.
Miss P Ashmole knew lots of the youth
from teaching at St Thomas More Catholic
Secondary School and had a wonderful vo-
cation working with the young people.
Sister Raphael’s many years of teaching at
St Joseph’s Primary School and her links
to the parishioners have been invaluable.
Sister attends the youth club each week
working on the door and she is greatly ap-
preciated.  Carol Barnett also attends each
week purchasing the refreshments, then
working in the tuck shop usually in great
demand.  We are blessed that they give so
much of their time to the youth club. 

All the priests have been supportive and
encouraging especially the curates in their
attending and joining in.  

Rev Monsignor Canon Peter Dooling came
to St Joseph’s in September 1967 and im-
mediately took an active part.  Full of
ideas and energy he inspired us to reach
out and do more.  He introduced the pan-
tomimes and gave us a sense of fun and
confidence in our life and faith.

Rev Michael Moore arrived in 1974 and
got to know so many young people.  He
started the YCW and travelled to Lourdes
with the youth. Fr Michael made us feel
important in the church.  He was a great
help to the young adults.

Rev Greg Tobin came to St Joseph’s in
1983 and made a great impact with the
young people.  Remembered for his in-
volvement and inspiration for the Tuesday
Club, the Folk Group, the Columba Club,
the pantomimes and the Youth Club.  We
learnt to pray through music and drama
with lots of fun. 

Rev Paul Newman came to St Joseph’s
1989, very popular, involved the young
people in many things.  The junior youth
group started and Fr Paul was very sup-
portive. 

Rev John Cahill came for a short period
1995 to 1997 and was very popular with
the youth particularly playing football at
St Joseph’s School.  

Rev P Wade – came in 1997 when Fr N
McLaughlin was Parish Priest and at-
tended and supported the young people. 

We are extremely grateful to the clergy
who shared their incredible vocation
working with the young people and for

bringing Jesus closer into our daily lives.

Rev Canon T O’Sullivan welcomed the
youth club to use St Mary’s hall for a few
years and we are grateful to Fr Tim and
the parishioners.  

The youth club is now back in St Joseph’s
and meets Thursday evenings.   Our
Parish priest Fr John Trenchard is very
supportive with great counsel.  The pres-
ent management committee consist
mainly of former members who have lots
of experience and includes Aidan Repton,
43 years as Treasurer and his wife Regina
as Secretary.

The present youth workers Irene Murphy
and her son Pierce, Dominic Merrison,
Tony Sadler and Janice Birkinshaw are
particularly experienced and are outstand-
ing, with lots of skills and understanding.

The youth leader Anne Flannigan has been
working in the youth service for many
years with Derby City Youth Service and
with young people on the Lourdes Pilgrim-
age.  Anne works fulltime at St Benedict
Catholic Voluntary Academy and was a
past member of the youth club, she ab-
solutely holds dear and cares for all the
young people.

Friday 7th July at 7.00pm 2017 Celebra-
tion Mass at St Joseph’s Church, Burton
Road, Derby followed by light refresh-
ments in the Parish Hall.  All are welcome
in the Bell and Castle, Burton Road after-
wards.

W Toryusen
Chairman of St. Joseph’s 

Youth Club
Management Committee

1967 - Rev Canon Beel and member
of the YC Management Committee

Jackie Weston

Fr Dooling - First Anniversay of the
Youth Club

Fr McLaughlan and Fr Wade with
Youth Club members

Youth Club 25th 
Anniversary

Youth Club Hike Youth for Lourdes 1990

Youth Club Activity Stations of the Cross with the
Youth Club and KSC

Current members of the Youth Club
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St Mary's Chaplaincy Team give every
class flowers in honour of Mary

During the month of May,
to celebrate their patron,
children from St Mary's
School Chaplaincy Team in
Derby planted a pot of
Marigolds for each class.
Marigolds have a long as-
sociation with the Blessed
Virgin, they were known as
'Mary's Gold' by early
Christians and they put
them around statues of her
in place of coins. During
the Flight into Egypt, leg-
end tells us that the Holy
Family were robbed, how-
ever when the thieves came
to open Mary's purse,
Marigolds fell out.This
flower is therefore perfect
for showing love and re-
spect to Mary. We hope the
classes enjoy watching
their Marigolds bloom."

Frances Wickes

The  month of  July  for  us  here  at  our
little hermitage  is  usually  a  special
month  with several  things  to  celebrate
-July  11th  especially  is  kept  with  great
solemnity,  with joy  and  with  thanksgiv-
ing.  There  are  two main  reasons  for
this,  the  first  being  that it  is  the  feast
of  Our  Holy  Father  Saint Benedict  our
Patron  whose  holy  rule written  for  his
monks  we  follow  here  at the  her-
mitage,  the  second  reason  being  it is
also  the  anniversary  of  both  our  ordi-
nations  to  the  sacred  priesthood. So it
is  cause  for  great  celebration  for  us
both  as  hermits  and  priests  -  God
called us  and  having  heard his  call  we
responded to  it  which  is  a  great  joy  in
our lives having  committed  ourselves  to
put God as  priority  both  in  our  own
lives  and in  the  life  of  our  hermitage.
God  has  to  be daily  the  first  priority  of
our  time and everything  we  do.  He too
must  be  the  priority  of  all  the  choices
in  our  lives  ,  it  is  on this  standard
that,  asking  ourselves  is  this thing  I
am  going  to  do,  is  the  thing  I  am
going  to  say,  is  this  idea  I  am  going
to frame  and  carry  out  something  that
we can  lay  before  God  and  ask  his
blessing on?.  These  are  questions
which  perhaps from  time  to  time  we
should  all  ask  ourselves,  if  we  do  this
it  will  surely  give  us  a great  confidence
and  a  great  peace  -it  will not  matter
how  small  or  how  larger  a  task we
carry  out  if  we  are  able  to  say  ''this  is
what  God wants  me to do'' and  we  can
be certain  he  will  give  us  the  help  and
graces to  do  it. Our  priestly  /  eremiti-
cal   life  here  at  the hermitage  calls  us,
like  our  monastic  fathers    in  a  simple
and  humble  way  to  render  our  lives  to
God,  that  God  may  be  first in  our  lives
in  all  we  endeavour  to  do throughout
the  hours  of  each  day.  In  a hermits
life  there  is  no  such  thing  as  time.
What  we might  call  time  is  just  a  mo-
ment in  eternity  and  we  are  able  to
bring heaven  into, not  only  our  own
lives, but also  the  lives  of  those  people
for  whom  we pray  and  intercede,  that
priority  to  God may be given  in  our

world.  So  on  the  occasions  we  have
cause  for  great  joy,  a cause  for  thanks-
giving,  let  us  remember God was there
first,  our  love  is  there  because  God
loved  us  first,  turning  every  joy into
thanksgiving.  But  let  us  also  remember
the  occasions  we  feel  pain  or  sorrow  -
God was also  there  first .  God  knows
all about  it,  Jesus  has  worn  the  crown
of thorns  and  shares  in  all  our  lives
experiences  and  eventually  sorrows  will
be turned  into  a  thing  of  joy,  as  the
psalmist says  ''At  night  there  will  be
tears  but  joy comes  at  dawn  ''. As
priests  and  hermits  we  are  blest  to
share  with  so  many  the  joys  and  sor-
rows of  life,  through  our  priestly  min-
istry,  but especially  as  hermits
dedicated  to  God  in silence,  solitude
and  prayer  and  intercession  for  our
world  and  all  estates  of  men  daily
through  our  celebration  of  the  Eu-
charist,  through  the  Divine  Office  of
the Church  and  most  especially
through  the prayer  requests  we  receive
daily,  taking into  account  the  sensitivity
of  every  request  -  nonetheless  all  are
offered  in  joy, and thanksgiving,  none
more  so  than  in  July when  we recall
all  that  God  has  given  to us  through
our  ministries. On July  11th,  please  re-
member  us  in  your Masses  and  prayer,
this  giving  us  yet  another  joy  that  we
share  in  the  family  of our  diocese,  in
which  hopefully  we  have  a small  but
significant  part.

Fr. David + h.d.n.
Priest and Hermit

Diocese of Nottingham

Thoughts from 
Elston Hermitage......



Not many schools can say they have special
blessings from three Popes over the past
120 years but that’s exactly what St
Bonaventure’s in Forest Gate can proudly
claim.

The school has just received a personalised
blessing from His Holiness Pope Francis to
bless the Headteacher, staff, students and
community on the occasion of their 140th
anniversary that begins this summer. 

This wonderful blessing has just been
framed and has been added to the corridor
outside Headteacher Mr Halliwell’s office
along with the blessing from Pope Paul VI
that was bestowed on the school in 1977 for
their centenary but never displayed until
now. 

The blessing from Pope Leo Xlll, dated
1896, was discovered in a dusty corner of
one of the huge cellars about a year ago and
has now been restored and framed and
added to the other two blessings outside the
Head’s office for everyone to see.

Mr Halliwell said: “I am honoured to have
three Papal blessings spanning over 120
years and knowing that three Holy Fathers
have blessed and prayed for our school, it’s
students and staff makes me feel very hum-
ble indeed.

“2017 is a very special year for us and al-

though the school has changed dramatically
in the 140 years since it was founded, the
love and care our students receive has not
changed and staff still strive to get the best
out of them every single day in a bid to im-
prove their life chances. Pope Francis’ spe-
cial blessing will invigorate us all to “Live,
Love and Learn in the Presence of the Lord”
–  as our motto states – every single day.”

 
            

           
 
 
 
 
 

 
Solicitors to the Diocese of 

Nottingham 
 

Offering you a full range of legal 
services:  
 

• Wills & Power of Attorney 

• Probate & Trusts 

• Company & Commercial Law 

• Commercial Property 
• Commercial/Property Litigation 

• Residential Conveyancing 

• Employment Law, and more 
 

Telephone: 
0115 851 1666 

 

At 15 Victoria Street, Nottingham & 
Tudor Square, West Bridgford  
E-mail: law@massers.co.uk  
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Medjugorje
7 Nights 2017
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MANY TONGUES

ST BONAVENTURE'S IS
THRICE BLESSED

Once again, St Mary’s
Boston celebrated Pente-
cost with an international
meal in the parish hall, a
time of rejoicing in the
great richness of the many
communities which make
up the one Catholic com-
munity in Boston. This
year, the colourful variety
of food was enhanced by
the colour and vigour of
dancing and singing from
the Polish and Keralan
communities. (The Polish
troupe was somewhat re-
duced, for not everyone
had recovered from the
previous day’s celebrations
around the two First Com-
munion Masses, but they
put on a brave show for all
that.)

Fr Alex Adkins

Are you inspired by the
Sermon on the Mount? 

Are wishing for a better world? 
Are you searching for greater

meaning in your life? 
Are you wanting to change

your priorities? 
Do you care about people who may
struggle in their lives or who may

be vulnerable in some way?
Come and talk to us at L’Arche

Community in Ipswich.

Tel : 01473 216426
e-mail: tony.gibbings@larche.org.uk.

Website: http://www.larche.org.uk/Sites/ipswich

l             



A student at Saint Benedict Catholic Volun-
tary Academy has been offered an Elite
Player Performance Plan scholarship with
Mansfield Town Football Club.

James Tague will train at Mansfield and
study at college for two years from July be-
fore he finds out if the club want to offer
him a professional contract.

The 15-year-old, who is in Year 11 and tak-
ing his GCSEs, is a central midfielder who
was on Derby County’s books until Christ-
mas 2016.

During his time with the Rams he was also
one of 30 boys selected for a series of Eng-
land Under-15 training camps.

He has already attended an induction day at
Mansfield Town, during which he had a
look around and sat exam papers.

James said he was looking forward to prov-
ing himself at Mansfield.

He said: “I think this will be perfect for me.
I was released by Derby after eight years be-
cause they didn’t think I was physically
ready for their U18 squad but football is all
about opinions. Of course I was disap-
pointed but they developed me and made
me into the player that I am today and for
that I will always be grateful.

“It’s a bit of a waiting game now as I just
have to take my exams and I’m going to try
really hard to get good grades.

“Mansfield have offered me an EPPP schol-
arship which will work like an apprentice-
ship so I’ll be training and studying a sport
or coaching related subject. It’s quite rare to
be offered something like this so I’m really
pleased. I’ve had a look around the accom-

modation as I’ll be living there Monday to
Friday.

“My ultimate aim is to be offered a profes-
sional contract.”

Kevin Gritton, head teacher at Saint Bene-
dict CVA, congratulated James on being of-
fered the scholarship.

He said: “This is a fantastic opportunity for
James who has clearly worked hard to be in
this position. We wish him the best of luck,
with his GCSEs and the scholarship.”

SOME TIME AGO, in a previous article, I
mentioned my involvement in church care
or cleaning, at my local parish church for
one morning per week.

In fact my main task is vacuuming and I
find it strangely soothing, relaxing and even
spiritual, as it gives me a much needed op-
portunity for prayer and reflection. Yet the
other week I was jolted out of my reverie by
one of my co-volunteers. As she approached
me, duster and polish in hand, I couldn't
help but notice that she was giggling. As I
raised my eyebrows, she began to explain:
“We’re not supposed to polish the actual
seats of the pews,” she said, “For health and
safety reasons. It makes them too slippery.
But I was just thinking that perhaps it might
not be such a bad idea after all.”

“Really?” I queried, trying to work out
where the conversation was going.

“Yes!” she continued. “The parishioners can
slip straight off their seats and onto their
knees to pray, without having to make any
effort at all!”

PERSONAL

It was hardly surprising that we both
laughed at the silliness of the suggestion but
I also made a mental note to repeat the joke
to another friend later that day. Yet after
this re-telling, I found myself seriously con-
templating the ways in which we pray and
the significance – if any – of these.

Prayer is extremely personal to each one of
us as it is at the heart of our own relation-
ship with Jesus Christ. Yet in the main we
are able to recognise when others are pray-
ing by their actions and body language. Sit-
ting or kneeling, hands pressed together
palm to palm, clasped or held out palms up-
permost, are the classically recognised posi-
tions for prayer.neither simple nor
straightforward.

And in fact, these physical positions are so
accepted as the norm, that I’ve even seen a
few people become upset, when they’re un-
able to kneel to pray for medical reasons.

HEARTS

When we pray we use our minds and some-
times our lips but using our bodies in this
way is also perfectly acceptable. Yet, of
much greater import is the prayer which

emanates from our hearts. God knows our
innermost thoughts and desires anyway, re-
gardless of what we choose to share with
him in prayer. Yet prayer is truly vital to
build and maintain a loving, lasting rela-
tionship with the Lord.

Falling to our knees when we pray is a sign
of reverence to the Lord – and rightly so –
because he is Lord. Yet it is the reverence of
our hearts and minds which we can gladly
offer to God in our prayer life. In short, slip-
ping to our knees to worship is good. Slip-
ping into God in our hearts is sublime.

TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Catholic News

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special

Catholic News discount. Don’t forget we
can also sell SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no

maximum age limit and up to £20,000
cancellation cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA
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JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

LOURDES 

LIVERPOOL  0151 9092871  |  MANCHESTER:  0161 8208790  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

»  Full religious programme led by Spiritual Director

»  Direct Flights to Tarbes - Lourdes Airport

»  Return airport transfers in Lourdes

»  Great selection of hotels

»  Daily breakfast, lunch & dinner

»  Full assistance of professional guides &       
    representatives throughout 

»  Bonded & licensed
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Slipping into God … 
by Julia Beacroft
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Murray’s Independent 
Funeral Directors

Owned and run by Sue and David Barke
Be assured as a
Catholic family
we understand
how best to
combine church
teachings with
your wishes
• On site-chapel of rest and car parking
• Pre payment plans  –  Repatriations
• Flowers, memorial cards and printing

Our office in Findern is just a few
minutes from Littleover and Mickleover

Holly Bank House, 25 Main St.
Findern, Derbys DE65 6AG   

Tel: 01332 425022
Also at 23 York St. 

Burton upon Trent   DE14 2LX     
Tel: 01283 562299

murraysfunerals.co.uk

Fr John Jerome Abbott 
LRAM ARCM LMus TCL

It was sixteen years ago that Fr John Abbott was first seen on the streets of
Wollaton. Walking in the park, visiting shops, or drinking coffee outside a
cafe, he was invariably accompanied by his beloved Airedale, ‘Bouncer’. Tall of
stature, with piercing brown eyes and ready smile, he became an instantly
recognisable figure in the neighbourhood. 

Few people knew that he was a Catholic priest. Officially, ill health had forced
early retirement, aged fifty seven. In spite of this he put himself at the disposal
of the parish priests of St Thomas More’s Church, and was frequently called upon to celebrate Mass, preside at
baptisms and weddings or visit the sick. Latterly, when he could hardly walk, with stubborn determination he
celebrated Mass, the parishioners holding their breath as he manipulated the altar steps.

Few people also knew that this seemingly ordinary man was anything but ‘ordinary’. Rescued from an orphan-
age, aged four, he was adopted by Mr & Mrs Abbott, shopkeepers from Earl Shilton. They must have been puz-
zled by this little boy, who preferred to spend his time, not by kicking a ball about with friends, but by reading
in the local library. He excelled at school, and aged eleven, was taken to a classical music concert. He was
‘blown away’ by what he heard and from then on developed a passion for and knowledge of classical music. His
parents bought him a piano and before long he was playing at an advanced level. Thereafter he spent his pocket
money first on records, then later on CDs, sometimes buying multiple copies of the same piece and comparing
the differing orchestral interpretations.  

When, aged eighteen, John began studying at the Royal Academy of Music, he was an imposing figure, 6’ 2”
tall with a shock of black, curly hair and horn rimmed glasses. On graduating, his first job was teaching music
to unruly and uninterested children in a London Comprehensive School. Unable to control or enthuse the
pupils, he left and took a job in a carpet shop, selling Persian rugs.

Although brought up a Methodist, his girlfriend was an Anglican and he followed suit. Following the break-up
of their relationship, he tried his vocation as an Anglican monk at the Benedictine  Abbey in Nashdom.  Later
he decided that his future lay within the Catholic Church. His mother was furious, barred him from home and
refused to speak to him for many years. 

Not long after his reception into the Catholic Church he became a candidate for the priesthood, was accepted
by the Bishop of Nottingham and studied for the next five years at Oscott College, Birmingham. Here he was
invaluable as an organist and composer of sacred music including several settings to the psalms, one of which
was sung at his Requiem Mass on May 10th. He was ordained priest in 1983 aged thirty nine. Then followed
eighteen years ministry in different parishes which included a five year spell as Bishop McGuinness’ secretary. 

During the years in Wollaton, John’s health declined steadily and latterly he endured a great deal of pain and
had shrunk to a shadow of his former self. He was a character of great contradictions; an intellectual of wide
interests and knowledge, and a man with an encyclopedic knowledge of classical music who wrote for the pres-
tigious ‘Gramophone’ magazine where he critiqued the latest orchestral recordings. Alongside this was a truly
mischievous, ‘goon-like’ sense of the ridiculous. He could be transported by the sublime music of Mahler one
moment and laughing at the earthy TV comedy, ‘Mrs. Brown’s Boys’ the next and he combined a deep knowl-
edge and love of scripture with an enjoyment of ‘horror movies’. His spirituality, which drew so many to seek
his advice and counsel, ran happily alongside his love of food, especially bread and butter pudding! This com-
plexity of character is epitomised in his favourite memories of eating chip-butties with friends, while discussing
opera.

His friends felt a deep sense of loss on hearing of his death. When his body was brought into St Thomas More’s
church on the eve of his funeral, the church was packed with mourners. Forty priests concelebrated and about
three hundred people attended his Requiem Mass at St Barnabas Cathedral the following day, testament,
surely, to the widespread affection in which he was held. What was the secret of his popularity? No doubt he
had charm. Everyone felt his genuine interest in them, almost as if they were doing him a favour by sharing
their problems, sensing his totally non-judgemental concern. 

He wore his priesthood as a badge of service with no difference in attitude toward prince or pauper and no
sense of superiority in himself. He was ’just one of us’, eschewing the title, ‘father’. Except that he wasn’t just
‘one of us’. He was special.

When giving the homily at a funeral he once declared that his idea of heaven was unlimited supplies of
spaghetti Bolognese, bread and butter pudding and Airedale dogs. Go for it John!

OBITUARY
“The child grew and became strong in spirit” Luke 1:80

St George's Rc Church
Derby First Holy
Communion 

13th & 20th May 2017 
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First Holy Communicants with their Priests, Deacon,
school teachers and Catechist who all supported

the children on their journey towards receiving their
First Eucharist

There is a quote that says our lives being a gift from God, and what
we do with them being our gift back to Him. Children are amazing
blessings, gifts given from God’s pure love. And we thank God for
the abundant joy and happiness children bring to our lives, schools 
and parishes.

During two Saturdays in May, the 13th & 20th , we celebrated both
our First Holy Communion Masses. The sun shone and the rain
held off both days, the girls dressed in their beautiful white dresses
and the boys in their Marian blue ties and sashes in honour of our
Lady's Month of May.  They were joined by teachers from our own
parish school who provided the uplifting and fabulous music and
singing, also teachers came along from other local catholic schools.
They were  very moving Masses, each one of the children had a spe-
cial part to play and they joined us throughout the Mass on the
Altar so they could all witness first-hand the celebration of their
first Eucharist. The 13th May was a very special day as Pope Francis
chose to canonise two little shepherd children on that day. The chil-
dren, Jacinta and Francisco Marto, along with an older cousin
Lúcia de Jesus dos Santos, told very sceptical elders that they had
witnessed six apparitions of the Virgin. . Sadly the younger children
died in the 1918-19 european influenza pandemic. Their cousin,
Lúcia, whose beatification process began in 2008, died in 2005 at
age 97. So 100 years later on the day of our own FHC mass they
were made Saints. Our Lady appeared to those children and recog-
nised there is more love, forgiveness and kindness in children than
some of us adults can muster in tough times.

We can all remember our own First Communion day and how spe-
cial it was to us. It was wonderful to see the children's families com-
ing along to join the celebration. Parents, siblings, family, friends
and Grandparents busting with joy and pride at their little one re-
ceiving  the sacrament and reminiscing.  I know our FHC Masses
were just as memorable and awesome for our own little parish
Communicants. Please keep all our children in your prayers. They
say it takes a village to raise a child and our experience tells us par-
ents need the support of school and parish to help nurture their
children's faith, we are blessed 48 of our parish families came this
year and entrusted us to assist in that role. 

By Canon Alan Burbidge -Parish Priest 
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Students join Bishop Patrick
for the annual 

Diocesan Beauvale Pilgrimage
Students and staff from Saint John Houghton Catholic Vol-
untary Academy joined the Bishop of Nottingham for the
annual Diocesan Beauvale Pilgrimage.

The group welcomed and joined a procession that had
walked to Beauvale Priory, in Moorgreen, Nottingham.

Saint John Houghton CVA students welcomed pupils from
The Priory Catholic Voluntary Academy in Eastwood and
walked from Beauvale Lane through the Priory to the Beau-
vale Stone.

When the group arrived at Beauvale, Bishop Patrick McKin-
ney said a blessing and held an outside Mass in the Priory
grounds with Saint John Houghton CVA students Robert
Smith and Adam Kavanagh reading and Anna Pancisi lead-
ing the way with the offertory.

Rachel Rose, chaplain at Saint John Houghton CVA, in Kirk
Hallam, congratulated everyone who took part.

She said: “How lovely to see old friends and gather in Beau-
vale with our diocese, in honour of the English Martyrs and
especially Saint John Houghton and Blessed Robert
Lawrence.

“Many thanks to all the staff and pupils who supported this
special day from Saint John Houghton CVA and The Priory
and a huge thanks to the parents who gave up their time
and love to join us.

“Special praise and thanks to Robert Smith, Adam Ka-
vanagh and Anna Pancisi. How lovely it was to see Saint
John Houghton students as Altar Servers and joining The
Knights.

“It was a special Mass and in
glorious sunshine a most en-
joyable afternoon. Bishop
Patrick reminded us about
the faith of Saint John
Houghton and asked us to
find time for silence and re-
flection in our busy lives.”

Liam Evans, 12, a student at
Saint John Houghton CVA,
said he enjoyed taking part.

He said: “I held the banner
during the walk. When we
arrived, Bishop Patrick
spoke about the life of Saint
John Houghton and said
that we must find time in
our lives for silence and re-
flection.”

CRYPTIC Across

7   Coax old king to embrace a knave (6)
8   Feral feline spotted wildcat (6)
9   Army lost much artillery in the initial 

stages of Crimea battle (4)
10 As rich – as poor – as a tribal leader (8)
11 Act badly to rib one that may need         

rocking to sleep (7)
13 Kick out at alien snatching little boy (5)
15 Cheat out of demesne, a knight (5)
17 Quietly report to Bishop, perhaps (7)
20 Religion that's active, serious-minded,

but has no see, which is strange (8)
21 'Blow up French capital', you texted with 

extreme menace (4)
22 Hardly make it from pub to cathedral (6)
23 Bait regular teachers to infiltrate island, 

the western end (6)

CRYPTIC Down

1   The best student secured backing to 
flower (6)

2   River falls are a stellar phenomenon (4)
3   Entrance to internet being down's a 

cause of some irritation (7)
4   Western group exercises involved US         

intelligence in the old days (5)
5   One on a quest, English vicar's poor 

record's about to be overturned (8)
6   Ancient law for marbles, put together by 

Greeks? (6) 
12 Ruth's people are dead: bird attacks 

linked (8)
14 One Catholic's taken about a month in 

the Sorbonne to learn an ancient 
language (7)

16 Usual article by one coming from France 
(6)

18 Barrow's American emigrated with tenor 
in brouhaha (6)

19 Turned up in company of lowly bishop: 
bit of a 'seer', this one (5)

21 Tizzy over terribly subfusc cub's riotous 
coming out (4)

QUICK Across

7   Persuade (6)
8   South American wild cat (6)
9   ---- River, battle in the Crimean War, 

1854 (4)
10 Patriarch son of Jacob and Leah (8)
11 Hanging bed of canvas or rope netting  

(7)
13 Dispossess (of property) (5)
15 Move quietly trying not to be seen (5)
17 Senior clergyman and dignitary (7)
20 Ancient Celtic religion (8)
21 Be mad or angry (4)
22 Just (6)
23 Malign (6)

QUICK Down

1   Showy bloom:
any plant of this par-
ticular 

Mexican genus
(6)
2   Exploding star
(4)
3   Possess (7)
4   Search party (5)
5   Knight of the
Round Table (8)
6   Law of the Jews from Mt Sinai (6)
12 Descendants of Lot's son (8)
14 Semitic language, dialects of which are 

still used by some Christian sects (7)

16 Medieval style of architecture (6)
18 Ferment (6)
19 One of several prophetesses of             

Babylonia, Egypt, Greece and Rome (5)
21 Palaver (4)
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You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the solutions are the same. So, if you want to try
the CRYPTIC puzzle, for instance, but are unsure, use the QUICK clues to help you work out the solu-

tion. Similarly, if you try the QUICK clues, use the CRYPTIC clues to help you prove the solution

       

SOLUTION

Across: 5 Mesopotamia, 7 Purr, 8 Tutelage, 9 Stir fry, 10 Twig, 12 Lead, 14 Elysian, 17
Amethyst, 18 Ruin, 19 Novatianism. Down: 1 Usurer, 2 Upstart, 3 State, 4 Amulet, 5 Mount
Hermon, 6 Anglicanism, 11 Flotsam, 13 Dative, 15 Sordid, 16 Kyoto. 

EXPLANATIONS
Across: 5 anag, 7 pun, 8 Tut+E+lage(-r), 9 stir+fry, 10 T+wig, 12 double def, 14 Ely’s+Ian,
17 a+meth(y)s+t, 18 (-B)ruin, 19 anag of ‘invasion+t(-E)am’. Down: 1 pun, 2 ups+tart, 3
s+Tate, 4 a+mule+t, 5 mo+anag of ‘nun+mother’, 6 anag & pun, 11 hidden word in
‘AeroFLOT’S AMerican’, 13 dat(iv)e, 15 ‘eve’ letters ‘o+d+d’ through ‘IRS’ [rev], 16 anag &
pun.



Pupils from Grace
Dieu Manor School
in Thringstone are
delighted to have
been awarded their
first Eco School flag
- the Bronze Award!

This internationally
recognised award,
for excellence in en-
vironmental action
and learning, has
been awarded to the
newly formed Eco
Committee, made up
of pupils in Years 3-
6, along with some
teaching and non
teaching staff, and
some parents! 

“The pupils have
been incredibly com-
mitted to achieving
this award,” says Head
of Outdoor Learning Claire Tatton.   “They
have undertaken an environmental review,
as well as compiling an ‘Eco Code’ and an
action plan which they have then shared
with the rest of the School.”

The Eco Committee are, quite rightly,
proud to have been awarded a certificate
that recognises their achievements in work-

ing toward a sustainable lifestyle.

“We are delighted that the pupils’ hard
work has been recognised, especially given
our strong reputation for outdoor learning,”
continues Claire.  “It’s certainly very fitting
for Grace Dieu, with our 120 acres and all of
our outdoor learning activities, to have this
Bronze Award. Our next challenge is the
Silver Award!”
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WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
THE SCHOOLS ON THIS PAGE

FOR SUPPORTING
THE PAPER 
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Contact Janet
by phone
01440 730399
or email
janett@cathcom.org

Celebrating our Schools Adverts
Promote your school while 

supporting the paper
Printed on
100%
recycled
paper
Please

recycle this
paper

ST JOHN FISHER
CATHOLIC

VOLUNTARY ACADEMY
ALVASTON STREET, ALVASTON,

DERBY DE24 0PA
LEADERSHIP TEAM:

P. ACKERS, J. GRATTIDGE, 
C. ENDSOR, P. HARLOW

TELEPHONE 01332 572154

The Priory 
Catholic
Voluntary
Academy

Raglan Street, Eastwood, 
Notts NG16 3GT
Headteacher   
Mr  A  Harrison

Telephone 01773 713731
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Bronze Award for
Grace Dieu’s
Eco-conscious

pupils!

Saint Mary’s Catholic Primary
Academy in Grimsby, raise

money for CAFOD

Every year during Lent, children and staff
at Saint Mary’s Catholic Primary Academy
in Grimsby, raise money for CAFOD. This
year, CAFOD set schools the challenge of
turning little fish into BIG FISH… raising
money for fish farming in Zambia.

There’s nothing better than raising money
with a smile on your face and we had lots
of smiles and giggles each Friday with our
‘Wear it funny for money’ fundraising
days.  This year, children and families,
staff and parishioners from Saint Mary on
the Sea, raised money by holding a differ-
ent event each week. These included:
wearing you face funny, shoes funny, hair
funny and clothes funny in exchange for
donating money to our Lenten charity. On
the last week of term, the children deco-
rated eggs and made a contribution to
enter a competition. We had some eggcel-
lent entries- all of which were cracking!

Over the five weeks, we raised the grand
total of… £636.61.  For a school in one of
the most deprived areas of the country,
this was a staggering achievement.  We are
very proud that our efforts we will be mak-
ing a huge difference to the lives of so
many in Zambia, who will be able to set up
their own fish farms and be able to pro-
vide a better and brighter life for them-
selves and their families. What a fantastic
gift to give!

I have attached some photographs that
were taken on each of the Funny for
Money days as well as the winners of the
Easter egg competition for each class.  If
you require any further information,
please do not hesitate to contact me on
01472 357982 or by this email address.

Catherine McHale
Head Teacher

Please support 
our Advertisers


