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Christmas can be an unsettling time with unreal expectations which can
never be met however much money we spend! How quickly the advertisers
move us on to sales and planning summer holidays.

For those of us who have the bedrock of faith in Jesus and in his Church
and something real to celebrate, it can still be a difficult time. I do not know
about you but my faith continues to be challenged by the scandal of abuse
and the damage done to survivors.

Yet, every Sunday, as we profess our faith in the Creed, we bow our heads
as we say together about our Saviour “and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate
of the Virgin Mary, and became man.” In fact, at the Christmas Masses,
there is often chaos as we are meant to genuflect at those words to highlight
the mystery of the Incarnation.

Whatever your Christmas experience is, I pray that you will open your heart
to Jesus being with you. Jesus, true God and true man, became flesh to raise
us up as daughters and sons of the Father. Our bodies, our whole being, are
precious to God, and so are our relationships with one another. Those rela-
tionships, not our money or our possessions, define who we are.

Remember that especially when meeting people for the first time and meet-
ing those we do not find it easy to get on with.

However, unsettling, uncertain or challenging life is, may the birth of Jesus
strengthen and encourage you throughout the coming year.

With Christmas blessings,
+ Peter Doyle

Bishop of Northampton 

A message for Christmas

Love in
a box

The students, their families and staff at Thornton College
have really got behind the Mustard Seed Relief Mission’s
annual ‘Love in a Box’ campaign this year.

Love in a Box enables schools, businesses, churches and
other organisations and individuals to fill shoe boxes with
gifts for children in Eastern Europe who would otherwise
not receive a Christmas present.

Each shoe box is collected, checked, sealed and sent to
the children via lorry. The lorries are met by the distribu-

tion teams where the precious gifts are given out to the
children who are eagerly awaiting them.

The children receiving the gifts always thank the distri-
bution team and ask them to say a big ‘thank you’ on their
behalf to all the kind people who show they care about
those who are less fortunate than themselves.

A ‘wall’ of over 120 Love in a Box parcels were collected
from Thornton College on 13th November.



George H.W. Bush,
who died Nov. 30,
was kind enough to
come to my ordina-
tion as a deacon. To
be sure, during the
actual ordination
Mass he had a meet-
ing with St. John
Paul II, so he came
after it was over to
congratulate us.

Along with 39 of my
classmates at the Pon-
tifical North American College, I was or-
dained a deacon in St. Peter’s Basilica Oct. 4,
2001. It was just weeks after 9/11. Many of
our families that had traveled overseas did so
nervous about the new lethality of airborne
terror.

But such was President George W. Bush’s es-
teem for Pope John Paul II that he asked his
father, President George H.W. Bush, to travel
to Rome to brief the Holy Father ithat war
against terrorists was beginning.The bishop
ordaining us was Cardinal Pio Laghi, who
had been the Holy See’s representative in
Washington during the 1980s. He became
friends with the elder Bush, as the vice-pres-
idential residence at the Naval Observatory
was across the street from the apostolic nun-
ciature. They would play tennis together and
visit frequently.minute. 

Laghi and Bush agreed to have lunch. But
Laghi told the president that he would be tied
up in the basilica until late morning. Bush
said that was fine — he would meet him there

and greet us at the same time. Bush 41
greeted us informally, congratulating us on
our ordination and expressing admiration for
our decision to serve God in the ministry.

The rector of the Pontifical North American
College, Msgr. Kevin McCoy, addressed Bush
on our behalf, telling him that the seminari-
ans were praying for his presidential son,
that he make wise decisions in a time of cri-
sis. He was not able to tell us then why he had
come to meet the John Paul, but he did tell
us that he had been given an audience earlier
that morning. Then his eyes began to fill with
tears.

“The Pope told me that he and the cardinals
are praying for the president,” he said, paus-
ing and choking up. “The Pope is praying for
my son. … The Pope is praying for my son,”
he repeated softly. He was overwhelmed.

At that moment, though, he was a father, and
a fellow Christian, and the idea that the pas-
tor of the universal Church would be praying
for his son made him weep in awe.
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Getting into
print

Send news reports, photos and other material to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy, St.
Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shenley Church End, Milton Keynes MK5 6DX
(vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon as we can find space for it. Material
should be emailed whenever possible. If this cannot be done for digital pic-
tures they should be sent to us on disc. Send photographs in jpg format, as
separate attachments, and not embedded in Word documents. Urgent and
dated items should reach us by the first Sunday of the month before publica-
tion.

A booklet of advice on writing news reports for The Vine is available on re-
quest.

Parental permission must be sought before photographs of children are sent for
publication. While we accept unsolicited feature articles, we reserve the right to
edit the text or not to publish. Letters for publication must include a name and
address, which will be omitted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessarily those of the editor or of the dio-
cese. The publisher of The Vine deals with all advertising. To place an advert ring
o1440-730399. For difficulties with distribution contact the editor.

Publisher:  Bellcourt Ltd, N2 Blois Meadow Business Centre,  Steeple Bump-
stead, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 7BN Telephone:  0207 112 6710 

News beyond Northampton

Don'tDon't
miss outmiss out

onon

Book yourBook your
advert nowadvert now

Please note the  deadline
for advertising

is the 10th of each month 

TelephoneTelephone
01440 730399

Advertising

VIN101

Blessed John Henry Newman Parish, 
High Wycombe 

(St Wulstan’s Hollis Rd, Totteridge, HP13 7UN
& Our Lady of Grace, Squirrel Ln, Booker,

HP12 4RY)
Christmas 2018 Schedule

Mon Dec 10: 
Service of Reconciliation/Confessions @ OLG 7.30pm

Sun Dec 16:
Choral Concert @ St W 4.15pm
Christmas Eve 24th Dec: 

Carols 4.30pm followed by Mass with
children’s activities @ OLG 5pm

Carols, followed by Midnight Mass @ St W 11.30pm
Christmas Day 25th Dec: 

Mass @ St W 9.00am
Mass OLG @ 11am

Jan 1:
International Thanksgiving Mass @ OLG 10am 

CCaatthhoolliicc ccoouunnsseelllloorr ooffffeerriinngg ffaaccee ttoo 
ffaaccee oorr SSkkyyppee sseessssiioonnss..  

SSttrreessss‐‐ffrreeee,, rreellaaxxeedd eennvviirroonnmmeenntt wwhheerree yyoouu aarree
ffrreeee ttoo ssaayy aanndd eexxpplloorree wwhhaatt yyoouu wwaanntt wwiitthhoouutt 

ffeeaarr ooff bbeeiinngg jjuuddggeedd..

wwwwww..wwiitthhyyoouuccoouunnsseelllliinngg..ccoo..uukkMM44 JJuunncc��oonn 77

CCoonnttaacctt mmee:: ((2244‐‐hhoouurr rreessppoonnssee ��mmee))
MMoobbiillee ((tteexxttss oonnllyy pplleeaassee))::

0077550088 777733110077
EEmmaaiill:: jjaaggaa@@wwiitthhyyoouuccoouunnsseelllliinngg..ccoo..uukk

United Arab Emirates

Pope Francis will visit the United Arab
Emirates next year, becoming the first
pope to visit the Arabian Peninsula, the
Vatican announced.

In a Dec. 6 statement, the Vatican said the
pope will "participate in the International
Interfaith Meeting on 'Human Fraterni-
ty'" after receiving an invitation by Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan, crown
prince of Abu Dhabi.

"The visit will take place also in response
to the invitation of the Catholic Church in
the United Arab Emirates," the Vatican
said.
The trip Feb. 3-5 will take place less than
a week after Pope Francis returns from
his Jan. 23-28 visit to Panama for World
Youth Day.

Shortly after the announcement, Sheikh
Mohammed bin Rashid Al-Maktoum,
vice president and prime minister of the
United Arab Emirates, welcomed the an-
nouncement of the pope's visit in a post
on his personal Facebook page.

The visit, he said "will strengthen our ties
and understanding of each other, en-
hance interfaith dialogue and help us to
work together to maintain and build
peace among the nations of the world."

In a message published on the visit's offi-
cial website, Swiss Bishop Paul Hinder,
apostolic vicar of Southern Arabia, ex-
pressed his hope that the pope's "short
visit will be a moment of deepening our
faith and our adherence to the bishop of
Rome."

Although a detailed program of the pope's
schedule "will be published before Christ-
mas," Bishop Hinder confirmed that Pope
Francis will celebrate a public Mass in
Abu Dhabi Feb. 5 and that arrangements
are being made to allow as many faithful
as possible "to participate in this historic
event."

"Let us keep in mind that it will be the
first visit of a pope to the Arabian Penin-
sula," the bishop said.

The Vatican also released the logo and the
theme of the papal visit, "Make me a
channel of your peace," which is inspired
by St. Francis of Assisi's prayer for peace.

The theme, the Vatican statement said,
"expresses our own prayer that the visit of
Pope Francis to the United Arab Emirates
may spread in a special way the peace of
God within the hearts of all people of
goodwill."

Rome

Please support our
Advertisers
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In 2003, the much beloved Ker Anna cottage
in Princes Risborough (scene of many a
youth retreat and vocations weekend) re-
ceived a new lease of life when it was repur-
posed as a diocesan office, home to the
diocesan youth team, and Brin Dunsire, of
the finance team.  There were changes over
the years as the youth team moved to Luton,
and Deborah Purfield (Diocesan CAFOD
manager) moved in.  They were finally joined
by Avril Baigent in a new role as Pastoral
Ministry Advisor last year.

Now however, Ker Anna is moving onto a
new phase in private hands, and Brin, Avril
and Deborah have found a happy new home
in Damien House, part of the presbytery at
Immaculate Heart of Mary in Great Mis-

senden.

Deborah Purfield commented, “The parish in
Princes Risborough was so friendly and sup-
portive from day one and hosted many of our
events.  We would like to thank St Teresa’s
for their support and prayers over the years!
I am delighted that CAFOD is still within a
parish setting and we have already been
made so welcome here in Great Missenden.”

Move to Great Missenden

The move to Great Missenden went very
smoothly for Brin and Avril in September
and Deborah (CAFOD) in October 2018.
Avril said, “It’s great still to be working in the
same building with each other.  Although we

have very different jobs, there’s a lot of sup-
port and laughter in being together.”
The parish of Immaculate Heart of Mary
have welcomed us in with open arms and it
has been a pleasure to have met some of the
parishioners. We are very grateful to the
parish for all they have done to accommodate
the CAFOD volunteer centre and diocesan
staff.  We look forward to working alongside
the community and continuing our great
work in the diocese.  

If you are in the area, do pop over for a
cuppa! We would love to see you. 

Who’s who

Deborah Purfied:  CAFOD Diocesan coordi-
nator  -  Working through volunteers in
schools and parishes by giving talks, cam-
paigning, praying and fundraising.  We have
wonderful resources for these which are
available on our website for all to use.  We are
always looking for people who would like to
share in our amazing vision and put their
faith into action.  Do get in touch.

Brin Dunsire: Diocesan Information Man-
ager – maintains diocesan website  and
archives: Data Protection  manager (GDPR
compliancy) and Stewardship  Adviser for
planned-giving appeals. 
Avril Baigent: Pastoral Ministry Advisor -
adult faith formation; hospital, prison and
university chaplaincy; lay ministry and lead-
ership; volunteering.

Contact details: 
Damien House, 23 High Street,
Great Missenden HP16 9AA.

Deborah (CAFOD) Tel : 01494 863 777
northampton@cafod.org.uk

Avril Baigent 
(Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Advi-

sor) –  07823 788 310
avril@northamptondiocese.com

Brin Dunsire 
(Diocesan Information Ma8 ptnager)

-  01494

Pictures
From top: CAFOD, Avril Baigent,

Deacon Brin Dunsire

On the move from Ker Anna
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Pupils from St Paul’s Catholic School in
Leadenhall remembered the fallen of
World War 1 when they took part in Milton
Keynes Jubilee Branch of The Royal British
Legion’s annual Remembrance Parade for
schools at the memorial at Coffee Hall.
The pupils represented The Army, The
Royal Air Force and The Royal Marines
Cadet Forces at the ceremony on Friday
9th November.

As well as marching in the Parade, three

pupils laid a wreath and Matthew, our
Royal Marines Cadet, was one of four
cadets who were invited to be vigil sentries
and stand sentry at each corner of the
memorial during the service. 

Anne Hoskins, Senior Pastoral and Chap-
laincy Assistant at St Paul’s Catholic
School, said:  “Our pupils represented the
school with great dignity and we were
proud to be a part of this deeply moving
Service of Remembrance.”

We remember them
Students mark Remembrance Day
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'THE FINEST SOUNDING BELLS IN THE WORLD'

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, LE11 1AR, England
Tel: 01509 212241 Fax: 01509 263305

Email: office@taylorbells.co.uk     

S   b it  t l b ll k f  h i
           

      

      
      

    

JOHN TAYLOR & CO., 
BELLFOUNDERS

See our website: www.taylorbells.co.uk for comprehensive
details of all the services we are able to offer to customers

FREE INSPECTIONS & REPORTS ON UK MAINLAND
TOO MANY CONTRACTORS INVOLVED IN YOUR PROJECT?

TAYLORS CAN QUOTE FOR ALL TOWER WORK
Supplier of new bells to Geraldton Cathedral Western Australia

Bell maintenance provider to Roman Catholic Parishes 
Abbeys and Cathedrals throughout the UK.
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Tribute to a pioneering bishop

Mgr. John Armitage the Rector laid a wreath
in commemoration and thanksgiving for the
great role of Bishop Youens concerning Our
Lady's Shrine in Walsingham. This happened
during the Dowry Tour visitation October
11th -13th. Mena McBane and other local
Walsingham Association members cleaned
the grace and prepared the wreath. Bishop
Laurence Youens, the 6th Bishop of
Northampton is buried at Belmont Abbey

amidst the various Abbots. Born 14th Dec.
1873 and died 14th Nov. 1939. Bishop
Youens did much for the restoration of Our
Lady of Walsingham's Shrine and celebrated
the first post Reformation Mass on August
15th 1934 in the Slipper Chapel around the
time Cardinal Bourne declared in 1934 that
Our Lady's Shrine in Walsingham as the Na-
tional Marian Shrine for England, Mary's
Dowry.

Born in 1873 Laurence Youens joined the Society of
African Missions. He taught briefly in Egypt and then
became curate in High Wycombe, his birthplace. He
then served as rector of Shefford Boys’ home. He was
consecrated bishop in 1933, and died in November
1939.



Page 6 The Vine January 2019

The Night of Light is an international initiative to
reclaim Hallowe'en for the church. It is running in
many, many countries in the world from England
to India, from Africa to New Zealand and Hungary
to the United States, with uncountable numbers of
people            involved. 

What immediately comes to mind when you think

of Hallowe'en? Probably, like most people, it is the
images of witches and ghosts and so on, which be-
long to the dark world of the occult and magic - im-
ages of darkness and death.

In fact Halloween ('All Hallows Eve'), the evening
of the 31st October, is the vigil (beginning) of the
feast of All Saints - the feast in which we celebrate

the glory of God in His saints. The victory of light
over darkness in the lives of God's holy ones in
heaven. Jesus is the 'Light of the World'. The saints
lived by that light, and became a beacon in their
own generation. 

On Wednesday 31st October at Our Lady of Peace
Catholic Primary and Nursery School we cele-

brated the Eve of All Saints Day (Night of Life)!
Children and staff came into school as a saint for
the day or wore white to represent the Light of
Jesus. The children looked wonderful and the day
was a fantastic opportunity for children and staff
to reflect and celebrate God as the light of the
world.

Light & life in Slough

A last call for bookings for the Small Group Leader Training
Weekend 25-27th Jan

There are times in our lives when we really grow in faith, and
often that is when we get to discuss, laugh and pray together in
a small faith group.  Here is an opportunity to get groups like
this off the ground around the diocese, with a fantastic training
weekend in January for all who would like to start new groups
or brush up on their skills:

• What is faith, and how do we share it?
• Small group skills – how to get everyone talking, tricky

situations etc
• How to lead prayer
• How to choose the right course for your parish
• How to get volunteers and build a team of helpers
• Shared prayer time and reflection with like-minded people 

This is a residential weekend at the lovely Kings Park Centre in
Northampton, an opportunity to meet like-minded people, to
learn, to pray and to be inspired.  Maximum of 2 people per
parish.

To book a place or for more information, email
avril@northamptondiocese.com, 07823 788 310.  £25 deposit.  

Subsidised by the Together in Faith Lay Formation F

Avril Baigent
Pastoral Ministry Advisor
Diocese of Northampton

07823 788 310

Now or
never

St Thomas More school is bidding to bag a massive cash
boost from the Tesco Bags of Help initiative.

We are delighted to let you know that our application to
the Tesco Bags of Help Grant Scheme has been successful
and our project has been put forward to a customer vote
in all Bedford Tesco stores from Tuesday 1st January to
Thursday 28th February 2019. 

Customers cast their vote using a token given to them at
the check-out in store each time they shop. The project
with the highest number of tokens wins…. So let’s make
it us! 

Our Project - Driving Ambition…
As an extra-curricular activity, our Design & Technology
department along with students (both boys and girls)
aged 11-18 design and build electric powered racing cars
to competitively race throughout the year.

We value each and every one of our students and our aim

is to ensure everyone has the same opportunities to be the
best that they can be without being held back due to fam-
ily circumstances, poverty or disadvantage. In addition,
we actively promote our girls to engage with Science,
Technology, Engineering and Maths (STEM) and are very
proud of the fact we have female designers, pit crew and
racing drivers on the team.
A wide range of students are involved in the racing team
and this project has worked wonders for these young peo-
ple, helping them to develop their inter-personnel skills,
academic knowledge and gain confidence in their every-
day school life.

Here at St Thomas More School we strive to make every
learning opportunity exciting and memorable. Our aim is
to also cover practice sessions on suitable race tracks,
provide the team with all of the required safety equip-
ment and cover transport and refreshments costs on race
days.
Don’t forget, voting will take place from Tuesday 1st Jan-
uary 2019 to Thursday 28th February so spread the word!

Tesco turns
the wheels?
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All information is on our website:
www.littlewayhealingministries.com

Information helpline:
Tel: 07936 269143

If you would like an appointment for 
Healing of Memories prayer please ring the helpline.
If your Parish would like to invite LWHM for a Parish 

Mission please ring the helpline too.

Healing of Memories Foundation Courses
All at:

Boars Hill, Carmelite Priory, Oxford OX1 5HB

Monday 18th Feb - Sunday 24th Feb 2019
Monday 29th Apr - Sunday 5th May 2019
Monday 19th Aug - Sunday 25th Aug 2019
Monday 21st Oct - Sunday 27th Oct 2019

Outreach Days
Saturday 2nd March 2019 SOUTHAMPTON
Third Age Centre, 11 Cranbury Terrace

Southampton SO14 0LH 
10:00 am - 4:30 pm. 

Fr Laurence Brassill and Mrs Pauline Edwards
will be at the Alton Day of Renewal

on Saturday 18th May 2019. 

Parish Healing Mission
Thurs 30th May – 2nd June

At Our Lady and the Apostles, Stockport, SK3 8BD. 

100
not out

Catenian Brothers came from across the
country to celebrate Northampton Cir-
cle’s Centenary.  The 35th Circle of the
Catenian Association, Northampton Cir-
cle was inaugurated on the 12th Novem-
ber 1918, the day following the signing of
the Armistice and the end of World War
1.  

Exactly 100 years later on the 12th
November 2018, Circle President, Frank
Sudlow and the brothers of the Circle
marked this auspicious occasion with a
centenary meeting and a celebratory din-
ner.  The principal guests were GB Na-
tional President John Hogan, Provincial
President, Province 8, Jonathan Holder
and Provincial Director, Declan O'Farrell.
There were 95 brothers from 29 Circles
and 7 Provinces in attendance, including
4 Provincial Directors, 3 Provincial Pres-
idents and 11 Circle Presidents.  Apolo-
gies had been received from several
former Northampton brothers but many
others were in attendance including Past
President John Barley who had travelled
from Stourbridge.  The guests enjoyed a
splendid meal of roast beef followed by
apple pie and custard with a fine selection
of wines. 

A slide show and video presentation of
past Circle activities were simultaneously
running at either end of the dining room.
A highlight of the Circle meeting was the
enrolment of a new brother, Liam Colla-
cott, to the Circle, increasing Northamp-
ton's membership to 38.  Each guest
received a short history of Northampton
Circle in the form of a booklet written and
compiled by Marketing Officer, Jim
Cooper.

A large poppy wreath lay in the centre of
the circle meeting and a two minute si-
lence was included in the Circle payers in
remembrance of those Catenian brothers
and others who had given their lives in
the cause to freedom and their country.

In welcoming the guests and proposing a
toast to our visitors, President Frank
thanked everyone for their attendance
and in particular our National President,

John, who had travelled down from
Poynton, Cheshire to join our centenary
celebration.  Frank said with so many vis-
itors he anticipated there would be many
faces he would not recognise.  In fact be-
cause of visiting he was delighted to meet
so many familiar and friendly faces.
Brother Frank spoke eloquently about
the Catenian experience of friendship
through shared faith.  He noted that
Northampton had always been a radical
town.  So radical in fact that it’s Univer-
sity, the third in the county, was closed by
Royal Decree after just 5 years of teaching
since the Dons of Oxford considered it
too heretical.  The new University of
Northampton had to have an Act of Par-
liament to turn over the King’s Edict be-
fore it could re-open.  The town had been
a hot bed of the Chartist movement and
returned an Atheist as MP in 1880.  Un-
able to take the loyal oath he was sent
back and the electors told to vote again.
They did and returned him to Parliament.
After several attempts to deny him a
place, he was eventually admitted to Par-
liament and the law amended to allow
him to affirm rather than swear his alle-
giance. 

Frank went on to note that Lieutenant
D.H. Bartrum of Manchester No. 1 Circle
was instrumental in introducing the
Catenian Association to Northampton
town whilst stationed here during World
War 1.  He had found in the town a band
of trusted Brothers who were keen to em-
brace the Association and a Clergy which
would encourage them.  

Frank concluded by proposing a toast to
all the visiting Brothers, in which he was
swiftly joined by all the Brothers of
Northampton Circle.

Responding to the toast on behalf of the
guests National President John Hogan
congratulated the Circle on its fine record
of successfully achieving 100 years.  He
said that Northampton Circle had already
outlived 66 other Circles in the Associa-
tion.  In congratulating new member
Liam on his enrolment and welcoming
him to the Association, 

Pictures: Top:  Northampton Circle Brothers at Centenary Meeting.
Seated at Table left to right:-

Province 8 Director, Declan O'Farrell ; GB National President, John Hogan.
Northampton Circle President, Frank Sudlow; Province 8 Provincial President,

Jonathan Holder

Below: Assembled Brothers at Centenary Meeting.

National President, John, presented
Liam with a book on the history of the As-
sociation and a Catenian lapel badge.
With one or two amusing stories National
President, John, proposed a toast to

Northampton Circle, along with good
wishes for its continuing success over the
next 100 years.  Master of Ceremonies for
the evening was Circle Chamberlain,
Brother Gervase Forsyth.    
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           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

…………......………....……........................................
...........………………..…….………............................
........................………………..….………...................
..................................................................................... 
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name:…….…………............................…........................ 
Address:…..………..............................................................
..……………………………………………………… 
…………….......……...........................……... Please print. 
REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in prayer. 

 

TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Simply visit: https://shop.comtec-services.co.uk/

Church Sound Systems, 
Audio Visual Systems, Induction Loops, 
Radio Microphones and much more...

www.comtec-services.co.uk

Tel: 01462 679655
Email: info@comtec-services.co.uk

Introducing our new Online Store!

*Safe and Secure Payments* 
*Shipping to all of the UK*

Solutions in Sound, Vision & Communications

In silence and trust
shall be your strength

People from across the Diocese gathered at St
Joseph’s, Gerrard’s Cross, on Saturday 24th
November for an Advent Day of Reflection
with St Joseph. Many were attracted by the
promise of talks from Canon John Udris and
intrigued by the quotation, beloved of the
Carmelites, but less familiar to others: ‘In si-
lence and trust shall be your strength’ Isaiah
30.15.
Canon John introduced us to sleeping St
Joseph, inviting us to slide our petitions un-
derneath the statue, to ask St Joseph to
dream about and pray for these problems.
Our unread requests would be offered in
prayer at Mass the following week at Oscott
College.

We began with ‘Be Holy’. The reflections
were inspired by Pope Francis’ exhortation
on the call to holiness in today’s world,
Gaudete et Exsultate, Rejoice and be Glad.
(I’ve included the paragraph references.)
‘Holiness is the most attractive face of the
Church.’ GE 9, so Canon John helped us dis-
cover:
* Who? - ‘all of us’, GE 23, together and with
God, con-vocation
* What? - becoming like God, through living
the Beatitudes, GE Chapter 3
* Why? - because it’s our destiny : ‘see the en-
tirety of your life as a mission’ GE 23
* How? - through the power of the Holy
Spirit: ‘holiness, in the end, is the fruit of the
Holy Spirit in your life’ GE 15.

This was accompanied by many and varied
additional insights from scripture and church
teaching. I was very struck by St Therese’s de-
lightful reflection on The Mystery of the
Daisies: they become like the sun towards
which they turn and open.

We then had our first opportunity to explore
the varied Prayer Stations in the adjoining
hall, the Oratory and the Church. In Exposi-
tion I felt bathed in the Lord’s presence just
as daisies are in sunshine. I was very struck

by the responses to the Litany of Mary of
Nazareth:
* be our guide
* pray for us
* empower us
* lead us to life.
Our Midday Prayer gathered many of the
morning’s themes as we joined with the
worldwide church in praying the psalms. As
those who pray the psalms regularly will have
experienced, they fit so perfectly that they
might have been written especially for us,
here, on this day.

It was a great blessing to speak with other
new and old friends from around the diocese
over lunch.

Our afternoon’s focus was ‘Be Still’. Canon
John reminded us that Gaudete et Exsultate
was given on 19 March, the Solemnity of
Saint Joseph. The verse from Isaiah 30:15 in-
vites us to leave our anxieties in God’s hands:
‘In silence and trust shall be your strength’.
St Joseph doesn’t say a word in scripture. In
stillness we, too, can let go and let God be
God: God is in charge.

We were reminded of examples from Scrip-
ture when people were able to wait on God’s
action with quietness, serenity and hope.
Things turn out better this way! I noted just
a few of the gracious thoughts offered:
* if you could serenely bear willingly the trial
of being displeasing to yourself, you would be
a place of refuge (St Therese to her sister, Ce-
line);
* relax and trust yourself to God, like a swim-
mer floating in the water;
* holiness is an encounter between your
weakness and the power of God’s grace; and
* if I am not becoming more compassionate,
then my prayer is empty.

We then had another opportunity to revel in
the Prayer Stations: many thanks to all who
contributed such great care, skill and love in

as-
sembling them for us.The day concluded by
sharing our reflections and gratitude, espe-
cially to Canon John.

The beautiful gift that was this day was coor-
dinated by our Diocese’s Spirituality Net-
work: many thanks to all of them,
particularly Deacon John Crowshaw, Rose-
leen Cowie, Liz Clark and to the parish com-
munity of St Joseph’s for their warm
hospitality.

Joanna Hale 27/11/18
References (all accessed 26/11/18)
Gaudete et Exsultate is highly recom-
mended for Advent prayer: http://w2.vati-
can.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhort
ations/documents/papa- francesco_esor-
tazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsul-
tate.html
There’s a super 30 day prayer journal at
https://adw.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/05/GEE- Prayer-
Journal-English.pdf
and a Study Guide from Pauline Books and
Media at
http://fliphtml5.com/untp/kepw/basic
The Mystery of the Daisies at http://friend-
sofcarmel.ie/the-mystery-of-the-daisies-st-
therese/

History was made this year when Joy Neville be-
came the first female referee to take charge of a
top-level men’s rugby union match in the UK, and
Sara Cox became the first woman to referee an En-
glish top-tier game.  Now, after becoming a fully
qualified rugby referee at the age of just 15, could
St Paul’s Catholic School pupil Sophie Waghorn
one day emulate their success?

In order to gain her qualification Sophie attended
the Rugby Football Union England (RFU) Rugby
Referee Award Course (ERRA).  The course was
hosted by St. Paul’s
Catholic School and de-
livered by the schools’
Rugby Development
Manager, Dave Man-
ders, together with full
time RFU staff and a
Buckinghamshire Ref-
erees Society Referee
Educator.

Sophie had to attend
two full days over a
weekend from 9am till
5pm on each day.  The
ERRA course included a
mixture of classroom
delivery, outdoor prac-
tical and home study
tasks.  The home study
tasks involved pre
course study (around
three hours) and home-
work on the Saturday
night. 

Mr Manders said:  “Sophie worked really well and
showed a maturity beyond her years.  Everyone at
St Paul’s is very proud of her achievement.”

Sophie is now looking forward to refereeing both
at her rugby club and also here in school where she
may well end up refereeing her Year 7 brother! She
refereed her first 15 a side U15 girls’ fixture  be-
tween Aylesbury Rugby Football Club and Towces-
ter Rugby Club/Bletchley Rugby Club.

Joy Neville

History has been made

Sara Cox
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New contemporary and traditional
stained glass designed, made

and fitted. 
Professional repairs and restoration.

Website: customstainedglass.co.uk 
Email: wayne.ricketts@btconnect.com

Tel: 0117 955 5390

Wayne Ricketts
Stained Glass

w            

Funeral
Services

Helping with
all your needs

If you would like to
advertise in this 

section please call 
Janet on 01440 730399

· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

·A family run
Catholic Funeral Directors
·A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· In House Florist
· Pre-Paid funeral plans available

Chapels Of Rest in
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Arlesey 01462 337684

        

"Compassionate care when you need it most"
Independent Family Funeral Directors with over 15 years experience

We cover Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire 
and Milton Keynes

• Cremations • Burials • Green Burials
• Private Chapel of Rest • Flowers • Catering

• Headstones • Pre paid Funeral Plans
• Home Arrangements • Personal Service

•24 Hour Service
01234 757529

www.haseldines.co.uk
192 High Street, Cranfield, MK43 0EN

Haseldine Funeral ServicesHaseldine Funeral Services

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES 2019

FÁTIMA  |  ANNIVERSARY OF SR LUCIA

WE OFFER  
» Direct Àights from various airports in the UK 
» Fully escorted with professional guides  
» Return airport transfers  
» Great selection of hotels 
» Fully Àexible tailor-made itineraries 
» Bonded & fully licensed for ¿nancial protection

11 FEBRUARY  |  4 NIGHTS 

» Direct, return Àights from London Heathrow
» Hotel accommodation on full board basis

» Comprehensive Religious Programme
» Led by Spiritual Director ENQUIRE 

NOW FOR 
2019

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689 in compliance 
with the Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulation 2018.  

The month of December would surely
not be complete without a Christmas
anecdote so I’ll try not to disappoint…
The weather in this country on Christ-
mas Day can, however, be something of
a disappointment. In my lifetime alone I
have known so many grey, warm or rainy
Christmas Days. It’s a strange phe-
nomenon, but at any other time during
our winter season, we are relieved if the
weather isn’t too cold, frosty or snowy.
But when it comes to the festive season,
it seems that this is exactly what we most
desire – but rarely get!
The bookmakers even lay odds on the
probability of us having snow on Christ-
mas Day – but of course they are rarely
out of pocket!

CLASSIC

The 1954 American musical and comedy
film ‘White Christmas’ seems to have set
this particular turn of phrase as classic
and timeless,  with the title track achiev-
ing much the same. Even today we hear

the question “Do you think we’ll have a
white Christmas?” asked. For most peo-
ple the idea of snow and Christmas ap-
pear to be synonymous, (as in the film),
even though it so rarely occurs in the
United Kingdom.

Of course as practicing Christians, we
have far more to think about at Christ-
mas than whether or not it will be
snowy! The birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ is celebrated on Christmas Day
and we rejoice that our Lord entered our
world in the form of a helpless baby to
save mankind. And the Good News is
that Jesus made it crystal clear in his
teaching that he had indeed come to save
one and all – regardless of race, creed or
colour.

A priests alb (under vestment) is white,
altar servers usually also wear a white
alb and at baptism we are clothed in a
white garment. It is no coincidence, of
course, that the colour chosen is white,
representing purity. Of course snow is

also that self-same colour.

It seems to me that when we sing the fa-
mous words of Irving Berlin’s film title
track , ‘I’m dreaming of a white Christ-
mas’, we could so easily be referring to a
lot more than the possibility of snow.
Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ was
born on Christmas Day and as the Son of
God was completely pure and devoid of
any sin. His mother Mary, who had been
specially chosen by God to bear His Son,
was without stain or spot of sin either.
She was completely pure and a virgin.

So whether we have snow or not this
Christmas, we know that it will, indeed,
be a white one. White is the colour of pu-
rity and purity abounds on Christmas
Day when we celebrate the Lord’s birth
to a virgin and handmaid of God. There-
fore, in conclusion, may we all dream of
a white Christmas this year. May your
days be merry and bright and in the
Lord’s hands – may all your Christmases
be white.

All white now
by Julie Beecroft
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Northampton’s premier Catholic Scout group celebrated a centenary of Scouting in
the town with a popular reunion, which brought together dozens of former members
from across the generations.

The 5th Northampton St Mary’s RC Scout Group enjoyed a sun-filled afternoon of fun
at the local Scout Activity Centre at Overstone in late October, with Scouting VIPs join-
ing the celebrations and a personal message from the Chief Scout Bear Grylls taking
place of honour. Some former Scouts and Leaders travelled from other European
countries to attend the event and greetings were received from all over the world.

Mrs Philippa Law and Mr Hugh Williams, descendants of Tom Pepper, the man who
founded the group in 1918, were guests of honour and helped cut the anniversary cake. 

PHOTOGRAPHS show the cake cutting, former members catching with
decades of magical memories and former assistant leader Father Tony
McDermott celebrating Mass.

Northampton’s premier
Catholic Scout group celebrated

a centenary of Scouting
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.
2018 is the 50th anniversary of the
Pope Paul VI’s encyclical Hu-
manae Vitae, explaining why the
Church cannot change her teach-
ing on the wrongness of artificial
birth control. It is fair to say that
public protest against the encycli-
cal, made by progressive Catholics
who had assumed that taking the
“Pill” was licit, proved intense,
wide-reaching and long-lasting. It
is also true that Pope Paul’s pre-
dictions on what would happen to
marriage and relationships in gen-
eral should society adopt a contra-
ceptive mentality have been proved sadly
correct.

The Catholic theologian Dietrich von Hilde-
brand was one of the few brave minority
voices to speak out in defence of Humanae
Vitae at the time. This book, now republished
by the Hildebrand Project, was first pub-
lished in German in 1968, only a few months
after the encyclical, and translated into En-
glish the following year. Reading it for the
first time, I was reminded what an original
and creative thinker von Hildebrand is.
Rather than spending time explaining the
difference between “natural” and “artificial”
forms of conjugal love and the two purposes
of marriage, his whole focus is on showing
married couples why spousal love, as he
prefers to call it, is a noble and sacred activ-
ity.

Emphasising that the Biblical Song of Songs
should be interpreted in a literal sense before 

its symbolical meaning, von Hildebrand
writes of the “deep reverence” that should ac-
company married love which is “called to be
transformed by Christ.” Procreation, “en-
trusted” to couples, becomes a “superabun-
dance” of love, not merely “an instrumental
finality” of it.
The author’s approach to this subject is ro-
mantic in its fullest sense, describing how
falling in loving and then living together in a
spousal relationship becomes “the Yoursub-
lime union in the mutual interpenetration of
souls in love.”  Read with openness to its ar-
gument, it is easy to accept how lust becomes
a desecration, or “mysterious betrayal of our
spiritual nature.” Only 100-odd pages this
slim book is an indispensable accompani-
ment to the encyclical itself. Von Hildebrand
brings all his  faith, his imagination and his
wisdom to the subject.

Francis Phillips

Book Review
The Encyclical Humanae Vitae: 

A Sign of Contradiction 
By Dietrich von Hildebrand. Hildebrand Project

Devotion in Daventry
Charlotte, Gemma and Jean braved the M40
and travelled from Our Lady and St Augus-
tine's in Daventry to the other side of the dio-
cese for an uplifting day retreat. It was a

spiritually nourishing day thanks to the in-
spiring talks by Canon John Udris and the
various prayer stations set up for us to be still
and contemplate

You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the
solutions are the same. So, if you want to try the

CRYPTIC puzzle, for instance, but are unsure, use the
QUICK clues to help you work out the solution.
Similarly, if you try the QUICK clues, use the 
CRYPTIC clues to help you prove the solution

CRYPTIC Across
7        Judge disheartened Vatican scholar (6)
8        Jordan valley where a local chap finds a leader among 

Hittites (6)
9        Part of the church is in a Dublin avenue (4)
10      Jack has a nasty turn at home earlier – he's put in   

charge of the Ark (8)
11/12 Chilean had my workings: he's a composer of masses 

(7,5)
15      Bishop shortly is to run against boy – or not (2,3)
17      Flock's built-in bearings are leading one along the Nile 

(7)
20      Female's first out: instead is about to spin on ice, being 

a gymnastic type (8)
22      Muslim one imprisoned Persian leader contracted (4)
23      To infuse divine grace, nation must change (6)
24      Biblical canon police popularized? (3,3)

CRYPTIC Down
1        Receive a boost after a hitch? (3,1,4)
2        Carreras, with Egyptian leader seen in the wings, is

one that worked there (6)
3        Old Hindu city almost turned to a god of war (7)
4        Language of the masses, or the elite? (5)   
5       Jews are besieged here, which is through Christmas, a 

danger (6)
6       Bubbly Spanish-American states? (4)
13     Gershwin passes on English bit of the Requiem (4,4)
14     Communists at summit, many angry over international 

support Tibetans seek (7)

16     Serpent turned a little girl white (6)
18     Religious celebration oriental found pointless
(6)
19     Paul's epistles, perhaps, as sent today? (5)
21     Gold's next, after dropping half off by Sword 

Beach's river (4)

QUICK Across
7       Christian scholar; saint and Doctor of the 

Church  (347-420) (6)
8       In OT the name often used for the Jordan 

Valley and Dead Sea (6)
9       Main part or body of a church (4)
10     Man in whose house the Ark was temporarily 

stored (8)
11/12 Composer whose Requiem in C minor was 

played at his more famous brother's funeral in
1809 (7,5)

15     Bish? (2,3)
17     Any of twelve Egyptian kings between 1315 and 

1090 BC (variant spelling) (7)
20     Nadia --------: multiple Olympic champion, 1976-80 

(8)
22     One of the two main branches of Islam (4)
23     Consecrate (6)
24     God's instruction on moral, social and spiritual 

behaviour laid out in the Pentateuch (3,3)

QUICK Down
1       Receive a boon; raise the spirits (3,1,4)
2       Eleventh son of Jacob (6)
3       Former name of the holy Hindu city, Varanasi, on the 

Ganges (either spelling) (7)
4       'Vulgate' language of 7 (5)
5        Ancient mountaintop fortress where the Romans 

besieged the Jews for a year in 72-73 AD (6)
6       Spanish fizz (4)

13      First words of a medieval 4 hymn describing the Last 
Judgment (4,4)

14      Chinese communists, acolytes of the thoughts 
published in the 'Little Red Book' (7)

16      Highly poisonous snake family which includes the 
cobra (6)

18      Oldest and most important Christian feast (6)
19      Passages from the Bible and other religious works 

used as subjects of sermons (5)
21      River of Normandy which flows through Caen (4)

2-in-1 Crossword
by Axe

       

Across: 7Jerome, 8Arabah, 9Nave, 10Abinadab, 11/12
Michael Haydn, 15Rt Rev, 17Rameses, 20 Comaneci, 22
Shia, 23Anoint,24The Law. Down: 1Get a lift, 2Joseph,
3Benares/Benaras,4Latin, 5Masada, 6 Cava, 13Dies
Irae, 14Maoists, 16Elapid, 18Easter, 19Texts, 21Orne.

SOLUTION
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ST JOHN RIGBY PRIMARY
ST JOSEPH’S & ST GREGORY’S PRIMARY

ST THOMAS MORE SECONDARY
INSPIRIT ST THOMAS MORE TEACHING SCHOOL

Executive Principal: Mr Tony Bishop
Tel: 01234 334635   

bedfordcatholicschools.org
@BedsCatholicEd

BedfordCatholicSchools

        

St Bernard’s 
Preparatory School

We invite you to come and visit us on 
our Open Mornings:

Thursday 31st January between 
9.30am and 11.30am and Saturday 2nd February

between 10.0am and 12.00pm
where you could  meet our 
Headmaster Mr N Cheesman 

A co-educational I.A.P.S. School 2 ½ -11years 

Hawtrey Close, Slough, Berkshire SL1 1TB.
Telephone : 01753 521821

   
    

   
  

               

Our Lady of 
Walsingham 

Primary
Head Teacher - Mrs Maire Hayes

Occupation Road,Corby, NN17 1EE
Tel : 01536 203 805

bursar@ourladys-pri-corby.northants-ecl.gov.uk
www.ourladys.co.uk

            

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Amersham Road, Chesham
Bois, Amersham HP6 5PL
Headteacher Mr Holdsworth
Telephone 01494 726390

Sister Yvonne

Congratulations to Sister Yvonne Pi-
larski who has been appointed as a
Counsellor to the Superior General of
her Congregation. Sadly, this means that
she has to leave her role in the Milton
Keynes Cluster as Parish Administrator

of Christ the King, Kents Hill and St
Bede’s, Newport Pagnell at the end of
the year. Bishop Peter  thanks Sr Yvonne
for all she has done in that role and also
for her work in the Diocese as Vicar for
Religious.

Top job
for parish

Administrator

Classical Education 
in the Catholic Tradition. 
Opening September 2019

www.rcahybrid.org.uk
Thursday 31st January between

9.30am and 11.30am and Saturday 2nd February
between 10.00am and 12.00pm


