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The Church of the poor
For the story see page 5

Each year Bishop Peter leads a group from
Northampton Diocese on the Catholic Asso-
ciation Pilgrimage to Lourdes.  The year

2019 celebrates the 175th anniversary of the birth
of Bernadette Soubirous and we are encouraging
as many as possible to join us, whether you need
extra assistance, are a Doctor or Nurse, or maybe

can help as a Handmaid or Brancardier, please do
join us in Lourdes this August. Please see the
poster in your church porch which gives details of
the pilgrimage or alternatively visit:  www.catholi-
cassociation.co.uk

See the poster on page 4

Bishop Peter
invites you to be a
pilgrim this year

Mark
rescues

Maltese art
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The bishops' confer-
ence of Zimbabwe
has approved the
opening of the cause
for canonization of
John Bradburne, a
lay missionary to the
area in the 1970s.

Bradburne was born
in 1921 in England,
the son of an Angli-
can clergyman. He
served in the British
army in World War
II, and he converted
to Catholicism in
1947 after staying
with the Benedictines of Buckfast Abbey.
He wished to become a monk at Buckfast,
but had not been long enough in the
Church, and he became a wanderer
throughout Europe and the Middle East. He
was a prolific poet. He stayed at other Bene-
dictine abbeys, with Carthusians, the Con-
gregation of Our Lady of Sion, tried living as
a hermit on Dartmoor in England, and be-
came a Third Order Franciscan in 1956.
Through a Jesuit friend in the British
colony of Southern Rhodesia (present-day
Zimbabwe), Bradburne came to serve at the
Mutemwa Leper Settlement, spending the
last 10 years of his life there.

Southern Rhodesia declared independence
in 1965, and the Rhodesian Bush War was
fought from 1964 to 1979 among the white
minority government, the Marxist Zim-
babwe People's Revolutionary Army, and
the Zimbabwe African National Union
(ZANU).

As ZANU forces approached Mutemwa,
Bradburne was urged to leave, but he in-

sisted on remaining. He was kidnapped,
and murdered Sept. 5, 1979.

He had confided in a Franciscan priest that
his wishes were to serve leprosy patients, to
die a martyr, and to be buried in the habit of
St. Francis.

According to Independent Catholic News,
two people have claimed miraculous cures
through Bradburne's intercession: a woman
in South African who regained the use of
her legs, and a man in Scotland cured of a
brain tumour.

* The progress towards canonization may
take centuries.

The Bishop of the place where the candidate
dies responds to local devotion by organis-
ing a careful examination of the candidate’s
life. 

The evidence goes to the Congregation in
Rome for further enquiry. If there are mira-
cles beatifiction takes place. More miracles
are required. before canonisation.

Jean Vanier died May 7, at the age of 90.
He died at a L’Arche home in Paris, where
he had entered palliative care several weeks
ago, after a protracted battle with cancer.
Vanier was the founder of L’Arche, an inter-
national community of individuals with in-
tellectual disabilities and their supporters,
and of Faith and Light, an ecumenical
Christian association of prayer and friend-
ship for those with intellectual disabilities
and their families.

When Vanier was 36, he left academic life.
He began to assist a friend, Fr. Thomas
Phillippe, OP, who had just become chap-
lain of the Val Fleuri, a French institution
that was home to 30 men with intellectual
disabilities. While there, Vanier visited a
psychiatric hospital on the outskirts of
Paris, which housed those with both mental
illnesses and intellectual disabilities.  He
was struck by the depravity of the condi-
tions there, and the apparent loneliness of
the residents.

Shortly thereafter, Vanier discerned in
prayer that he should invite two men,
Raphael Simi and Phillippe Seux, to live
with him in a small house in Trosly-Breuil,
France. He named the home “L’Arche,” or
“The Ark."

Life in that home did not begin easily. Even-
tually, Vanier later recalled,“Essentially,
they wanted a friend. They were not very in-
terested in my knowledge or my ability to
do things, but rather they needed my heart
and my being,” Vanier wrote.

Their home, and soon a community, was
formed around friendship, a common table,
common chores, common celebrations, and
common faith.

Within a few years, Vanier opened similar
households nearby, and he sought help
from others: young people, from France,

Canada, England, Germany. As the commu-
nity grew, the blueprint that became
L’Arche was born.

L’Arche became 154 communities and more
than 10,000 members. Until the late 1990s,
Vanier oversaw the entire organization,
while remaining responsible for the original
L’Arche community as well. He penned 30
books, was feted with awards and honors
from governments around the globe, and
became a sought after speaker. He was a
member of the Pontifical Council for the
Laity and a regular visitor and correspon-
dent with Pope St. John Paul II.

Pope Francis said of him May 7: “He was a
man who knew how to read the Christian
existence from the mystery of death on the
cross of illness, from the mystery of those
who are despised and rejected in the world.
He worked, not only for the least of these,
but also for those who before birth face the
possibility of being sentenced to death. He
spent his life like this. I am simply thankful
to him and thankful to God for giving us
this man with a great witness.”

He summarized the mission of his life in
this way: “The most important thing is not
to do things for people who are poor and in
distress, but to enter into relationship with
them, to be with them and help them find
confidence in themselves and discover their
own gifts.”
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Getting into
print

Send news reports, photos and other material to
the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy, St. Edward’s,
Burchard Crescent, Shenley Church End, Milton
Keynes MK5 6DX (vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon as we
can find space for it. Material should be emailed
whenever possible. If this cannot be done for
digital pictures they should be sent to us on
disc. Send photographs in jpg format, as
separate attachments, and not embedded in
Word documents. Urgent and dated items
should reach us by the first Sunday of the
month before publication.

A booklet of advice on writing news reports for
The Vine is available on request.

Parental permission must be sought before
photographs of children are sent for
publication. While we accept unsolicited feature
articles, we reserve the right to edit the text or
not to publish. Letters for publication must
include a name and address, which will be
omitted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the
editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessarily
those of the editor or of the diocese. The
publisher of The Vine deals with all advertising.
To place an advert ring o1440-730399. For
difficulties with distribution contact the editor.

Publisher:  Bellcourt Ltd, N2 Blois Meadow
Business Centre,  Steeple Bumpstead, Haverhill,
Suffolk, CB9 7BN Telephone:  0207 112 6710 

News beyond Northampton

VIN101

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

…………......………....……........................................
...........………………..…….………............................
........................………………..….………...................
..................................................................................... 
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name:…….…………............................…........................ 
Address:…..………..............................................................
..……………………………………………………… 
…………….......……...........................……... Please print. 
REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in prayer. 

 

Blessed Virgin Mary to Saint Dominic, "One Day through
the Rosary and  Scapular I will save the World."
"Whosoever dies clothed in this (scapular) shall not suffer
eternal fire."
This is Mary's Promise made July 16, 1251 to
Saint Simon Stock.
Prayer of St. Simon Stock
O beautiful Flower of Carmel, most fruitful vine, Splendour 
of Heaven, Holy and singular, who brought forth the Son of
God, still ever remaining a Pure Virgin, assist me in this
necessity. 0 Star of the Sea, help and protect me! Show me
that Thou are my Mother.

Rosary procession/gathering on
Tuesday 16th July 2019 at 6pm

Meeting at Christ the Cornerstone church
300 Saxon Gate West

Central Milton Keynes MK9 2ES
Our Lady of Mount Carmel pray for us.

“When Our Lady is honoured as Queen of the Universe, 
then there will be peace”
Saint Catherine Labouré

For more information please phone
Monica on 07401 366 330

Feast of 
Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel

           

Paris Zimbabwe

Please support 
our

Advertisers

CathCom would like to
issue the following apology:
The June edition of the newspaper included a
leaflet referring to Gender Theory. This
leaflet was accepted by CathCom and not by
the Diocese. CathCom accepted the booking
of the leaflet without seeing it. The leaflet was
sent by an external organisation directly to
the printers to be included in the paper.
Therefore, we were not aware of its contents
until after the paper went to parishes. We
wholeheartedly apologise that the Diocese
was not given the opportunity to see the
leaflet, or even be aware of its existence, prior
to publication. We also apologise for the lack
of clarity surrounding the origin and source
of the leaflet. It was not approved by the Dio-
cese in any way and therefore cannot be
deemed to be representing the teaching of the
Church regardless of the message, the con-
tent or the way it was presented. Our apolo-
gies to the Diocese for any misrepresentation
and we will ensure that all leaflets will be
passed to the Diocese before future editions
go to print.

We are fully aware that this is a very sensitive
subject on a very personal level for many peo-
ple. We would like to reiterate that CathCom
shares the view outlined in the statement by
the Catholic Bishops of England and Wales in
2018 that “there is a place of welcome for ev-
eryone in the Catholic Church”1 and our hope
is that all of our publications work to
strengthen that sense of welcome and belong-
ing for all.

1 A Statement on Gender from the Catholic
Bishops of England and Wales –
20/04/2018
www.catholicnews.org.uk/Home/News/Bis
hops-Plenary-Meetings/Plenary-April-
2018/Statement-Gender/(language)/eng-GB
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*Part-Time
Volunteer Vacancy
Are you looking for a challenge

that is rewarding and allows you to 
‘give back’ to your community?

An exciting opportunity has arisen for two individuals to
join our skilled and dedicated team of Governors to

start in September 2019.

Be part of our welcoming team striving to ensure 
the best education opportunities for all in our 

Bedford Catholic Schools Community.

Please call Andrew Waterhouse on 01234 334635 for an informal chat or 
email us trustoffice@bedfordcatholicschools.org

*10-15 hours per term + training & induction (provided)

Mark Agius, a parishioner at Holy Ghost
Parish Luton is also the Rector (Head) of
the Archconfraternity of Our Lady of Mount
Carmel in his home town of Valletta, Malta.
The Basilica of Our Lady of Mount Carmel
dominates the skyline of Valletta, but the
confraternity owns a much smaller Oratory ,
which is part of the old Carmelite
Monastery complex. This Oratory dates
back to the founding of Valletta in the sev-
enteenth century, and it contains the first
ever statue of Our Lady of Mount Carmel in
the Maltese Islands. This statue, which was
brought over from Rome, some time before
1657. It is of great importance to Maltese
Art History because it is similar in style a
statue of Our Lady of the Rosary which is
known to have been sculpted by Melchiorre
Gafa, a Maltese colleague and contemporary

of Bernini and Ferrata, but this Mount
Carmel  Statue anti-dates the Rosary statue
(sculpted 1661) by four years. 

This statue has attracted great devotion in
Malta over the years, but unfortunately both
it and the Oratory have suffered from the
depredations of time and neglect and are in
urgent need of restoration. The work on
both has begun, and Mark is constantly
travelling back and forth to Malta to raise
money for this work. In February, Hannah
Bonnici , a Maltese Soprano , gave a Sacred
Mulic concert at Holy Ghost to raise money
for the restoration effort. However, we still
need more help, and , if you wish to help us
you could e-mail Mark at
Mark.Agius52@gmail.com to ask how you
can help.  

Mark rescues
Maltese art

At the beginning of Holy Week a donkey is
brought from a local sanctuary to mark the
triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem
on Palm Sunday. This has been a feature at
St. Teresa’s Church in Beaconsfield for

many years now. Palms are blessed outside
the entrance to the church and congregation
process in following the donkey for the rest
of the service.

Donkey Day
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Bishop Peter invites you to join him
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19 JULY  |  7 NIGHTS  
From Liverpool

25 JULY  |  5 NIGHTS  
From Birmingham

LONDON:  0203 468 0617  |  CARDIFF: 0292 000 3865

www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689 in compliance 

with the Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulation 2018.  

WE OFFER  
» Full religious programme led 
 by Spiritual Director

» Direct Àights to Lourdes Airport

» Return airport transfers in Lourdes

» Airport taxes and charges, UK government 
 levy and Lourdes city tax

» Full assistance of professional guides 
 & representatives throughout

BOOK 
ONLINE

& SAVE £10

FULLY 
ESCORTED 
TOURS

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES 2019

LOURDES DAILY BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

£739ppfrom
£

£639ppfrom
£

A charity founded in Northampton is
achievening great results. Once again the
whole school communities of  Holyrood and
Divine Saviour Catholic Primary Schools,
Watford, took up their Lenten Challenge to
raise money for the MoP mission in Nairobi.
This year they chose a Danceathon involv-
ing all the children and included two  world
record attempts at the largest number of
people dancing to ‘Oops Up Side Your Head’
and to ‘Can’t Stop the Feeling’.  This all took
place at both schools on 4th and 5th April.
Their commitment was as strong as ever
and after several weeks of preparation and
hard work rehearsing, the children took to
the stage (or in this case playground) to
show off their moves.

Dance routines included Saturday Night,
Jump, and The Birdie Song. Sarah Hadaway
was one of the birds in the group, The
Tweets, who recorded the 1981 UK chart hit,
and she came along  to support. Sarah's fa-
ther, Sir Henry, also supported the event.

Pupils from nursery right up to year six got
involved with the school dances before more
than 600 parents teachers, and children sat
down in chains swaying their arms to Oops
Up Side Your Head,  (a 1979 funk anthem
recorded by the R&B group, The Gap Band)
It was a day of fun and entertainment but a
serious fund raiser too.

The families and friends of the two schools
have been tirelessly supporting the work of
the Missionaries of the Poor Supporters As-
sociation (MoPSA) currently  raising funds
for MoP Nairobi, Kenya.

The sponsored Danceathon this year will
help to provide toilets and a kitchen for the
school, Divine Mercy, built and run by Fr
Paul Vilangappara, with funds raised by the
schools in Holy Rood staff, Aisling Meehan,
Danielle Hassell and Gaynor Luurtsema,
flew out to Nairobi last year – for the official

opening and blessing of the school by His
Eminence John Cardinal Njue, Archbishop
of Nairobi. They saw for themselves how
much work is still to be done out there for
the communities.

This year alone, Holy Rood and Divine
Saviour have raised around £10,000 fo
r MOPSA.!! 

By becoming directly involved with our
Nairobi Mission the children of Holy Rood
and Divine Saviour have gained an insight
in to the poverty that exists in our world,
If you are a school who would like to help in
a similar way please contact us. We will help
you plan a whole school project. You will
know exactly where your money is going
and who it is supporting. This will motivate
and inspire your children to make a differ-
ence to the lives of the poorest of th
e poor.

If you would like to learn more about
MoPSA*   you can follow us on Facebook
Missionaries of the Poor Supporters Associ-
ation and on Twitter @MoPSAcharity  and
if you would like to get in touch or maybe
make a donation please visit
https://www.justgiving.com/missionar-
iesofthepoor  or http://mopsa.org.uk/con
tact-us/

*We are a charity that comprises solely of
volunteers, with every penny raised going
directly to support the most vulnerable and
needy in our world. We do not employ pro-
fessional fundraisers and do not make any
deductions for expenses
previous years.

Pictures
Below

John Cardinal Njue, Archbishop of
Nairobi opens the school

Above
The MOPSA dancers

MOPSA
dances
for the
poor



Page 6 The Vine July 2019

Happy
memories



To advertise your Theology, Philosophy
and Religious Studies Courses

Contact Janet on 01440 730399 or 
email janett@cathcom.org

This is an example of a ¼ page advert
170mm high x 128mm wide
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a

Special Vine discount.
Don’t forget we also offer 

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no
maximum age limit and up to £20,000

cancellation cover per couple.
CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272 0500
Real people -
not nachines!

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

FT
Travel

Insurance

UK
based

5126 ABTA No.Y5280
Join  

us on

The Pilgrims Choice
Join the Northampton Diocesan 

Lourdes Pilgrimage
with Bishop Peter Doyle

and the Catholic Association

Tangney Tours

2019 theme - “Blessed are the poor”

By air - from £874 per person
Flights direct from Stansted and 
Manchester 23rd - 30th August

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: sales@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

www.tangney-tours.com/CA

Fatima by air - From London Heathrow

11 May 4 Nights

11 Sept. 6 Nights

From £580 pp inc. Ǽights

From £679 pp inc. Ǽights

Holy Land Pilgrimages

7 May 7 Nights

12 Nov 7 Nights

From £1363 pp inc Ǽights

From £1426 pp inc Ǽights

Rome - Led by Fr Ross Crichton

20 May 4 Nights From £432 pp plus Ǽights

Lourdes by air - From Stansted

9 May 7 Nights

20 May 4 Nights

From £599 pp plus Ǽights

From £539 pp plus Ǽights

         

We should not be surprised if a major
Catholic writer reflects on the great myster-
ies of his faith. Francois Mauriac (1885-
1970) was awarded the Nobel Prize for
Literature in 1952. Unlike a later laureate,
Seamus Heaney, Catholicism was the well-
spring behind Mauriac’s creativity; it gave
him a deep consciousness of the existential
drama of life: awareness that man can be
damned and that contending with one’s
vices is a necessary lifelong battle. I learnt
this from his most famous translated novel,
A Nest of Vipers, which describes a man at
his most degraded, and therefore at his
most desperate: “Oh God! – if only you ex-
isted!” the protagonist, Louis, cries out.
In this short series of reflections – less than
100 pages – first published in 1931, Mauriac
takes the reader on an intensely personal
journey through each aspect of the liturgy:
the stripping of the altars, the washing of
the feet, the institution of the priesthood
and so on, pointing out their profundity and
eternal significance. Typically of a man alive
to the decline of faith which he saw around
him in France in the 1930s, he writes that
his reflections are intended for “the non-
Christian reader, the hostile or indifferent

man who, perhaps, will thumb this little
book only because my name is known to
him. He hopes “They will learn… that the
promise is for them also…because the Son
of Man came to seek and to save what was
lost.”

What particularly seizes Mauriac’s imagina-
tion is that the scenes enacted in the Upper
Room inJerusalem 2000 years ago have
been vitally and constantly present in suc-
ceeding centuries, though only understood
at the time by their divine initiator. Jesus
would have known “the philosophers and
the scientists who believe only in what they
see; and the mockers, the blasphemers who,
from century to century would fight with
unremitting animosity the small silent
Host.”

Such a vividly expressed long view of super-
natural history helps readers to place the
woes of our own time – and there are many,
ecclesiastic and secular – in their correct
context, as well as to remind us of our own
essential place in this drama: “How many
times did the cock crow for us as it did for
Simon Peter?” Mauriac asks rhetorically.

He recalls the liturgy of Holy Thursday from
his childhood, awakened by the memories
of singing in his college choir and partici-
pating in the soulful liturgy of Tenebrae.
Unlike his slightly older fellow-countryman,
Proust, also deeply alive to the power of
early memories, Mauriac concentrates on
the action of grace on a person’s soul if he is
receptive to it. Meditating on the need for
confession he remarks, much as Georges
Bernanos might have done, “It is never too
late to become a saint.”

A book to give to sensitive, literary-minded,
atheist friends.

The prolific GK Chesterton who, after his reception into the Church
aged 48 in 1922, was every bit as fervent a Catholic as Mauriac (it is
argued he already belonged to the Church long before, in his heart
and his writings), is nonetheless a large contrast to his French con-
temporary. Chesterton understood men’s vices equally well but
chose to illustrate them through his creation of the priest-detective
Father Brown, who was always more interested in the redemption
of souls than in solving a crime – though he was also a highly suc-
cessful sleuth. One might say GKC was a hope-filled humourist
while Mauriac was a hope-filled pessimist.
Ahlquist does the amazing trick of fitting his comprehensive knowl-
edge of his hero into 170 pages. Lovers of GKC will know this is
some feat. In three sections, The Man, The Writer, The Saint, he in-
terweaves these aspects, showing how they overlapped and comple-
mented each other in this stimulating and authoritative survey. As
the Cause of a potential “St Gilbert of Fleet Street” has been opened,
the final section will be of particular interest to those who champion
it. Ahlquist swiftly disposes of the accusations of anti-Semitism and
sloth, arguing for GKS’s  avowed Zionism and his friendship with
Jews, as well as how, when he was reclining on the sofa, his mind
was always working at ferocious speed, composing articles, novels,
poems, essays, editorials and biographies, sometimes at the same
time. To those who think Chesterton was too prolific, Ahlquist com-
ments drily: “His critics cannot approach him because they are
overwhelmed.”

Anyone who knows something of Chesterton’s person-
ality always falls under his spell: his intellectual exu-
berance, his gen
erosity, his humility, his simplicity, all deepen the
usual definitions of “genius”. Ahlquist has written an
excellent introduction for those who have not yet en-
countered him and who are free from the snobbery of
modern literary trends. For those who already know
and love him, this slim book is a reminder of why they
do so. GKC’s voice, prophetical, playful and profound,
needs to be heard by a new generation.

Francis Phillips

Holy Thursday: The Night That Changed the World 
By Francois Mauriac. Sophia Institute Press

Knight of the Holy Ghost: 
A Short History of G.K. Chesterton 

By Dale Ahlquist. Ignatius Press/Augustine Institute

FFOORR CCOOMMPPEETTEENNTT,, CCAARRIINNGG LLEEGGAALL
AADDVVIICCEE WWEE OOFFFFEERR::
> CONVEYANCING
> WILLS AND PROBATE
> DIVORCE AND FAMILY MATTERS
> CHILD CARE LAW
> CRIMINAL LITIGATION
> HOME VISITS ARRANGED

Tel: (020) 8778 1126
Email: enquiry@ewings.uk.com
Web: ewings.uk.com

Professional advice, community minded

Please support 
our Advertisers
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Funeral
Services

Helping with
all your needs
If you would like to
advertise in this 

section please call 
Janet on 01440 730399

· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service
· 24 hour call out

· Order of Service printing
· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey
e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

·A family run
Catholic Funeral Directors
·A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· In House Florist
· Pre-Paid funeral plans available

Chapels Of Rest in
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Arlesey 01462 337684

        

e-mail info@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

"Compassionate care when you need it most"
Independent Family Funeral Directors with over 15 years experience

We cover Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire 
and Milton Keynes

• Cremations • Burials • Green Burials
• Private Chapel of Rest • Flowers • Catering

• Headstones • Pre paid Funeral Plans
• Home Arrangements • Personal Service

•24 Hour Service
01234 757529
www.haseldines.co.uk

192 High Street, Cranfield, MK43 0EN

Haseldine Funeral ServicesHaseldine Funeral Services

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

CCaatthhoolliicc ccoouunnsseelllloorr ooffffeerriinngg ffaaccee ttoo 
ffaaccee oorr SSkkyyppee sseessssiioonnss..  

SSttrreessss‐‐ffrreeee,, rreellaaxxeedd eennvviirroonnmmeenntt wwhheerree yyoouu aarree
ffrreeee ttoo ssaayy aanndd eexxpplloorree wwhhaatt yyoouu wwaanntt wwiitthhoouutt 

ffeeaarr ooff bbeeiinngg jjuuddggeedd..

wwwwww..wwiitthhyyoouuccoouunnsseelllliinngg..ccoo..uukkMM44 JJuunncc��oonn 77

CCoonnttaacctt mmee:: ((2244‐‐hhoouurr rreessppoonnssee ��mmee))
MMoobbiillee ((tteexxttss oonnllyy pplleeaassee))::

0077550088 777733110077
EEmmaaiill:: jjaaggaa@@wwiitthhyyoouuccoouunnsseelllliinngg..ccoo..uukk

She has always had an interest in the mar-
itime industry. In her teens she attempted
to join the merchant navy. When that didn’t
work out she decided to follow a career in
engineering.

Pat admitted that when she visited Felixs-
towe for the first time, she was taken aback.
“Felixstowe was the first port I visited and I
had forgotten just how large container ships
can be. Everything, particularly the cranes,
seemed so big. On the whole the other ports
in East Anglia tend to have smaller ships
and don’t strike you as quite as busy as Fe-
lixstowe.”

She had also been unprepared for just how
tall some container ships are. Some can
have 18,000 metal boxes stacked on them.
“My first surprise was just how high up con-
tainer ships are. I hadn't really thought
about this before I joined AoS, and it has
taken me a while to get used to the height of
the bigger ships. But I am getting there
now.”

We might not give much thought to seafar-
ers, but they play a much more important
part in our lives than we might imagine. If
you go to your local shopping centre, many
of the goods on sale – phones, computers,
food - will have arrived in the UK by ship.
It’s the same with the cars and buses that
get us around, and the fuel they need.

Sea Sunday occurs this month [July 14]

when the Church asks us to pray for seafar-
ers and support the work of AoS, whose
chaplains provide practical and pastoral
help in ports around the coast of Britain.

Pat’s role as a port chaplain is to make her-
self available to the seafarers she meets and
ask if they need mobile phone top-up cards
or internet access. Many will have been at
sea for months and have had no contact
with their families. Even though technology
has changed the maritime industry, most

ships still don’t have internet access on
board.

Many seafarers are Catholic, often from the
Philippines or India, and Pat is there to sup-
port them in their faith journey. She can
provide transport for them to attend Mass
in a a local church, or for a priest to cele-
brate Mass on board. At Easter, she and her
team of volunteer ship visitors distributed
palm crosses and spiritual reading material
- and chocolates.

But an AoS chaplain is there to serve seafar-
ers of any faith or none. When Pat recently
went on a ship in Ipswich, the seafarer who
welcomed her aboard told her he was from
Tunisia the only Muslim among the largely
Polish and Russian crew.  He was delighted
by the prayer cards she gave him.

When seafarers from other parts of the
world arrive in a port on the East coast, they
arrive as strangers and, to those of us on
land, even if we live near a port, they are an
invisible work force. 

A visit from a friendly port chaplain can
make all the difference, believes Pat. “Not
being forgotten is important to us all but
even more so to the seafarers who silently
work on our behalf bringing us the goods
that fill our shops.”

Greg Watts

Kettering
Back

Packers
make a
record

St Edward’s Catholic Primary School, along
with St Luke’s Academies Trust, have for a
number of years support the charity
“Mary’s Meals”.  In the past, this has in-
cluded support for the “Back Pack Appeal”. 

This year two of our children, Oliver and
Aidan Prosho, along with their wider fam-
ily, have very generously collected 50 back
packs which are now on their way to sup-
port children in Africa. 

On behalf of the school, and Mary’s Meals,
we would like to say a huge thank you to all
the Proscho Family and a big well done!

Pat serves the sailors



“We need a conversation which includes ev-
eryone, since the environmental challenge
we are undergoing, and its human roots,
concern and affect us all.”    
Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ #14

As part of CAFOD’s “Our Common Home”
campaign in response to Pope Francis and
to take action to the cry of the earth and the
cry of the poor, the first Creation Celebra-
tion Mass in the Northampton Diocese was
held at St Aidan’s, Little Chalfont on Sunday
19 May. 

In celebrating the wonder of God’s creation,
we are increasingly aware of the climate
change crisis which affects our homes, our
health, our heritage and our beautiful land
scapes.

Fr Ken was wonderful in encouraging the
parish to partake fully in the creation mass
and we heard from Daniel Hale, CAFOD’s
Head of Campaigns and Mwila Mulumbi,
from CAFOD in Zambia.  Daniel reminded
us how going above 1.5C could multiply
hunger, migration and conflict.  Despite
great progress being made, we know that we
need to go further, faster with our emissions
cuts.  Even if countries met all their plans to
reduce emissions, we would still have 3.2C
of warming. 

Mwila shared how she had witnessed first-
hand the devastation caused by flooding in
the south of Zambia while the north experi-
enced severe drought – something which

was uncommon before! 

It was followed by a petition signing and
discussion over tea and coffee after mass.
People said they were inspired and keen to
support the campaign.  Thank you so much
St Aidan’s for adding your voice together
with our global neighbours to help make a
change!

What is CAFOD campaigning for?

We are calling on the UK to reach ‘net zero’
emissions by 2045 at the latest, which
means only putting the same amount of
emissions into the atmosphere as we take

out (e.g. by protecting and planting more
trees, which take in carbon dioxide as they
grow). This is based on the science behind
keeping global temperature rise below 1.5C
and what we believe is fair and equitable.
Several countries have already committed
to reach net zero emissions between 2030 -
2050. The UK should join them.

What can you do?

We are asking all parishes to hold a creation
mass (all details and the guide can be found
on : www.cafod.org.uk/climate) and a peti-
tion signing calling on the Prime Minister to
support a by-2045 net zero greenhouse gas

emissions reduction target, and enshrine
this in law within the lifetime of this Parlia
ment.

Many parishes are already planning these
creation masses between now and Novem-
ber so it’s not too late to organise one if you
haven’t already done so.

For more information get in touch with
Deborah Purfield : 01494 863777
northampton@cafod.org.uk 

Written by Ged Nolan – 
Gerrards Cross 
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A creation Mass – 
a wonderful way to pray and

acton Climate change 
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The Brothers of  Northampton Circle of the
Catenian Association were greatly saddened  to
learn of the death of John Shoreland on the 23rd
December 2018 aged 83.  Jim Cooper, in associ-
ation with Carole and the family, writes.

John was born in Avonmouth on the 31st May
1935.   He was the oldest of three children, hav-
ing a sister, Charlotte, and a brother, Peter.
He began his education at St. Brendan’s Col-
lege, Bristol, where at 14 he joined the Chris-
tian Brothers Juniorate, later becoming a
Brother and remaining in the Order for 10
years.  During this time John was teaching at
St. Anslems Birkenhead and St. Joseph’s Col-
lege  Stoke on Trent.  John left the Order in
1959 and was promptly  called up for his Na-
tional Service.  He served  in the army at the
Tower of London as a Fuselier and later at
Aldershot in the Education Corps.  

John and Carole met in 1963 in Nottingham
whilst training to become teachers.  They were
married on the 30th July 1966 and remained in
Nottingham until 1980, bringing up their three
oldest children, Ann, Katie and Richard.  Their
youngest daughter, Emma, was born in 1981.
They also now  have seven grandchildren.
During their time in Nottingham John taught
at three Catholic Secondary Schools - Bishop
Dunn and St. Bernadette’s as Head of Science
then at Christ the King in Arnold as Deputy
Head.  For a number of years both John and
Carole ran the Youth Club in their Nottingham
parish of the Good Shepherd.  In 1980 John
was appointed as Head Teacher of Thomas
Becket Upper School in Northampton where he
remained until he retired 15 years later in 1995.
The Becket School was a very new Upper
School and John had the task of successfully
establishing this as a major Catholic Compre-
hensive provider for Northampton and the
wider county.  During his time at Thomas
Becket  and following  visits to Romania in
1991 after the revolution,  John worked to as-
sist  the deprived  youth there.  John  joined
Northampton Circle of the Catenian Associa-
tion on the 7th May 1982.  He served as Mar-

shall in 1985, as VP in 1996, becoming Presi-
dent in 1997.  In 1991 John and Carole went
with the Northampton  Catenians on a pilgrim-
age to Rome and were privileged to have a pri-
vate audience with His Holiness John Paul 11.
As well as being Head Teacher at Thomas
Becket, John was a prominent figure in
Catholic Education nationally and served as
President of the Catholic Teacher’s   Federa-
tion.  He became Professional Development
Officer in the successor body - The Catholic As-
sociation of Teachers, Schools and Colleges,
representing Catholic teachers in many educa-
tion initiatives.  In 1999 John helped launch
“Networking Catholic Education Today” where
he became editor and a regular contributor.
He was their main reviewer of all texts con-
cerned with Catholic Education and other texts
of interest to the Catholic Education commu-
nity.  He continued this work until November
2018.    In 1995, on his retirement, John was
awarded the prestigious Papal Award as a
Knight of St. Gregory for his services to the
church and Catholic education. 

Parishioners at St Albans Winslow met for their annual Seder Meal  just before
Easter. The Seder meal is a re-enactment of the Passover Meal that Jews have tradi-
tionally ate for many centuries.

The event consists of bible readings recalling the Jewish Passover and their journey
out of exile.

Unleavened bread and bitter herbs, the latter which signify sadness of the event , salt
water symbolising the tears shed, and horseradish and dates signifying bitter and
sweet memories are all part of the occasion.

Wine is drunk in haste as it would have been then, and the youngest person present
asks questions about what the significance of the event is. It is a great occasion for
bringing a small parish together.

“Next Year in
Jerusalem”

In Memoriam: 
John Charles Shoreland

CRYPTIC Across
1   Ecclesiastic he's identifying from following threads 

(3,2,3,5)
8   Horse after sheen's applied becomes favourite at break

fast-time (4,3)
9   Deploying horse into unstable wadi in the end was

Gordon's nemesis (5)
10 New York opera one of the press gets dealt (5)
11 Fool grabbing fish's tail is being reported (7)
12 Banish divorcee when bringing a pet into kibbutz (13)
15 Spies tarnish a comeback, totally, for old lingo... (7)
17 ...they are seen to back, note, a kind of shop signage (5)
19 Oomph Siamese loses – hard being a Philistine (5)
20 Two in Oxford's tormenting the Catholic Church dis

avowed? (7)
21 Manly no more, I play with a flirtatious star (7,6)
CRYPTIC Down
1   Criminally damn Imam's home in the name of religion 

(13)
2   Saw up to nine together (5)
3   Annoyance expressed over loud Small Faces fan's

feudal set-up (7)
4   He's almost Catholic, this cleric on drugs (4,9)
5   Mark's made to pause, seeing many in an unconscious 

state (5)
6   Shakespearean in support of Old English pub, stuffed to 

get sick, falling down (7)
7   With heels, lassie's staggering about the road to 

see cult hero (5,8)
13 Writer's block that's obvious in some biblical text? 

(7)
14 Extrapolate number to give one hell of a solution! 

(7)
16 Version of Jerusalem one detected in Lear

nonsense (5)
18 More retiring to Colorado just in case Mexican king is 

overthrown (5)
QUICK Across
1   Reverend, for one (3,2,3,5)
8   Boiled, fried, scrambled or poached, to be specific! (4,3)
9   Epithet of the Sudanese leader against British 

imperialism in the 1880s (5)
10 Doled (out) (5)
11 Call-sign for 'C' (7)
12 Exclude from a church or a religious community (13)
15 Language purportedly spoken by Christ (7)
17 Shop front nameplate (variant spelling) (5)
19 Philistine who became a commander in David's army (5)
20 Those who voluntarily suffer death as the penalty for

refusing to renounce their religion (7)
21 Norma Jeane Mortenson, 1 June 1926 – 4 August 1962 

(7,6)

QUICK Down
1   Islam (13)
2   Chamber group (5)
3   Domain controlled by a feudal lord (7)
4   Member of that part of the C of E that exalts the

sacraments and the authority of the priesthood (4,9)
5   Punctuation mark (5)
6   Hamlet's one-time intended (7)
7   Focus of the Rastafarian movement (5,8)
13 Meeting of canons or monks (7)
14 Fiery Hell, as described by Dante Aligheri (7)
16 OT name for Jerusalem: Shakespearean sprite (5)
18 Not as confident; more squeamish (5)

2-in-1 Crossword
by Axe

       

You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the solutions are the same.
So, if you want to try the CRYPTIC puzzle, for instance, but are unsure,

use the QUICK clues to help you work out the solution.
Similarly, if you try the QUICK clues, use the CRYPTIC clues to help you prove

the solution

Across: 1Man of the cloth, 8Hen's egg, 9Mahdi, 10Meted,
11Charlie, 12Excommunicate, 15Aramaic, 17Facia, 19Ittai,
20Martyrs, 21Marilyn Monroe. Down: 1Mohammedanism, 2
Nonet, 3Fiefdom, 4High Churchman, 5Comma, 6Ophelia, 7
Haile Selassie, 13Chapter, 14Inferno, 16Ariel, 18Coyer.

SOLUTION
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WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER 2019 (10.00 am - 12.00 noon)

WWW.THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM

For further information or to book a place
please call 01280 812610.

THORNTON

THE ONLY LEADING GIRLS’ INDEPENDENT DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL IN THE AREA

Thornton College, Convent of Jesus and Mary, Thornton, Buckingham, MK17 0HJ.
T: 01280 812610   E: admissions@thorntoncollege.com

For girls aged 2½  to 18 with co-educational nursery.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE
SCHOOLS ON THIS PAGE FOR

SUPPORTING THE PAPER 

HEADTEACHERS
If you would like to support
The Vine and promote your
School to Catholic families
in the area, please contact

Janet on
07931 836907 or mail
janett@cathcom.org

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Amersham Road,
Chesham Bois ,

Amersham HP6 5PL
Headteacher

Mr Holdsworth
Telephone 01494 726390

Education Sunday will take place on
Sunday 8th September 2019.
It is a day of Celebration for all
those involved in Education.

It is an opportunity for Schools and
Parishes to come together to

celebrate and give thanks for all
the students, staff and parents
who work so hard in and for

Catholic Schools.

With this in mind we will be
celebrating Education Sunday in the
Schools section of the September

edition of the paper.

To book an advert
please contact
Janet on

01440 730399
07931 836907

as places are limited.

ST JOHN RIGBY PRIMARY
ST JOSEPH’S & ST GREGORY’S PRIMARY

ST THOMAS MORE SECONDARY
INSPIRIT ST THOMAS MORE TEACHING SCHOOL

Executive Principal: Mr Tony Bishop
Tel: 01234 334635   

bedfordcatholicschools.org
@BedsCatholicEd

BedfordCatholicSchools

        

Time for prayer in school

t Thomas More Catholic Secondary & 6th Form,
part of the Bedford Catholic Schools, has always
seen itself as a school first and foremost of
prayer. As staff we are entrusted with the spiri-
tual formation of our students as they grow
through the changing times 0f adolescence. 

During the very stressful season of formal exams
the Prayer Room is always open and we pray for-
mally with students before the exams begin. Our

current year 11 are very special, there is a great
support within the year group for each other
often this is seen during our assemblies when
they are at prayer and too within classrooms.
Testimony to this has been this gathering of Year
11 boys each time there is a public exam. They
stand together as a group led by one of the group
in prayer. The prayer is personal and heartfelt
and places the toil of preparation for these
exams in the context of faith. This group make

us as a school very proud of Catholic Education.
“They are the faith leaders of the future. They
are the centre of what we do as a Catholic
School, my prayer is that they may be richly
blessed.” 

Bernadette Grimley, 
Director of Inspirit Teaching School at St

Thomas More


