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Getting into
print

Send news reports, photos and other material
to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy, St. Edward’s,
Burchard Crescent, Shenley Church End,
Milton Keynes MK5 6DX
(vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon as we
can find space for it. Material should be
emailed whenever possible. If this cannot be
done for digital pictures they should be sent
to us on disc. Send photographs in jpg format,
as separate attachments, and not embedded
in Word documents. Urgent and dated items
should reach us by the first Sunday of the
month before publication.

A booklet of advice on writing news reports
for The Vine is available on request.

Parental permission must be sought before
photographs of children are sent for
publication. While we accept unsolicited
feature articles, we reserve the right to edit
the text or not to publish. Letters for
publication must include a name and address,
which will be omitted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the
editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not
necessarily those of the editor or of the
diocese. The publisher of The Vine deals with
all advertising. To place an advert ring o1440-
730399. For difficulties with distribution
contact the editor.

Publisher:  Bellcourt Ltd, N2 Blois
Meadow Business Centre,  Steeple
Bumpstead, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 7BN
Telephone:  0207 112 6710 

News beyond Northampton

VIN101

The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.
Daily Mass is the
centre of community

Our Lady of FidelityOur Lady of Fidelity

life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF 
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY

Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS

Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001

Ministers of Religion

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Birmingham
The Fathers of the
Birmingham Oratory
are delighted to an-
nounce that Pope
Francis will canonise
Blessed John Henry
Newman in St
Peter’s Square on
Sunday 13 October
2019 alongside 4
others. This will
make Cardinal New-
man the first English
person who has lived
since the 17th cen-
tury officially recog-
nised as a saint by
the Roman Catholic
Church.

John Henry New-
man (1801-1890) was
ordained as a Church of England priest and
soon became the leader of the Oxford Move-
ment but converted to Catholicism in 1845.
He founded the Oratory in England and was
later made a cardinal. When he died at the
age of 89, more than 15,000 people lined
the streets of Birmingham for his funeral.

Cardinal Newman is widely considered to be
one of the most significant figures of the
19th century.

The cause for his sainthood was opened in
1958 and he was declared Venerable by
Pope Saint John Paul II in 1991 after his life
of ‘heroic virtue’ was recognised. Pope
Benedict XVI declared him Blessed in
Cofton Park near Birmingham in September
2010, as part of his historic visit to Britain.

The canonisation was made possible by a

second miracle attributed to the interces-
sion of Blessed John Henry Newman, con-
sisting in the medically inexplicable healing
of a pregnant woman with life-threatening
complications due to her pregnancy. The
cure took place in Chicago, USA, in May
2013. After an initial investigation carried
out by the archdiocese of Chicago, it was
submitted to the Holy See in 2018, and ap-
proved by Pope Francis on 13 February
2019. 

During the ceremony for his beatification in
2010, Pope Benedict said that Newman
“tells us that our divine Master has assigned
a specific task to each one of us, a ‘definite
service’, committed uniquely to every single
person.”

“The definite service to which Blessed John
Henry was called,” said the Pope, “involved  

Rome
Pope Francis ap-
proved the miracle
attributed to Arch-
bishop Fulton
Sheen, making pos-
sible the American
television catechist's
beatification.

The Vatican Congre-
gation for the Causes
of Saints promul-
gated the decree ap-
proving Sheen’s
miracle on July 6.

The miracle involves
the unexplained re-
covery of James Ful-
ton Engstrom, a boy
born apparently
stillborn in Septem-
ber 2010 to Bonnie
and Travis Engstrom
of the Peoria-area
town of Goodfield.
He showed no signs
of life as medical
professionals tried to
revive him. The
child’s mother and
father prayed to
Archbishop Sheen to heal their son.

A seven-member panel of medical experts
advising the Vatican Congregation for the
Causes of Saints gave unanimous approval
of the miracle attributed to the famous tele-
vision personality and evangelist in March
2014.

Archbishop Sheen was a beloved television
catechist during the 1950s and 60s in the

United States. His Emmy-award winning
television show “Life is Worth Living”
reached an audience of millions.

Sheen was ordained a priest of the Diocese
of Peoria, Illinois at the age of 24, and was
appointed auxiliary bishop of New York in
1951, where he remained until his appoint-
ment as Bishop of Rochester, New York in
1966. He retired in 1969 and moved back to
New York City until his death in 1979.

Thou art the glory of Jerusalem the honour of
our people... The hand of the Lord has

strengthened thee, and therefore thou shalt be
blessed forever.
Judith 15, v 9-11

The above image depicts our 
Lady Queen of Knock.

You are invited to a Rosary 
gathering/procession to honour our

victorious Queen of the World
Thursday 22nd August 2019,
at the Angelus time of 6pm

Meeting outside
Christ the Cornerstone church
300 Saxon Gate West

Central Milton Keynes MK9 2ES
And the Lamb will conquer

and the woman clothed in the sun will
shine her light on everyone
For more information please phone

Monica on 07401 366 330

FEAST OF THE
QUEENSHIP OF THE

BLESSED VIRGIN

         

 

      
          

     

          

     
  

        

          

      

       

    

   

  

     

              

 

          

                    

And a great sign appeared in heaven; a woman
clothed with the sun, and the moon was under her
feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars.

Apocalypse 12, v 1

You are invited to a
Rosary procession/gathering

(11th Anniversary) to honour the
Immaculate Heart of Mary

Thursday 15th August 2019 at the 
Angelus time of 6pm

Meeting outside
Christ the Cornerstone church

300 Saxon Gate West
Central Milton Keynes MK9 2ES

The above image depicts Our Lady Queen
of the Home Help of Christians.

Let him who has eyes to see, and let him 
who has faith believe. I am the Mediatrix. 

This is the meaning of the image.
For more information please phone

Monica on 07401 366 330

FEAST OF THE
ASSUMPTION OF

THE BLESSED VIRGIN

         
 

 
                    

         
    

 
     

           

          

       

    

    

   

  

 

             

  

                       
  

 

 

 

          

 

 

               

Please
support 

our 
Advertisers
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St Paul’s school,
Milton Keynes has
had a big day. On
Monday 1st July to
mark the 30th an-
niversary of the
school.  The Mass
(we actually had two
on that morning)
was conducted by
Bishop Peter and
was attended by all
students and staff at
St. Paul’s.  Also cele-
brating Mass were
Mgr Kevin McGin-
nell,  Fr Francis
Higgins, Fr James
Cassidy, Fr Pius
Amoako and Fr
Brendan Seery.
Music was provided
by St. Paul’s choir
and band and
Bishop Peter was
very impressed by
the quality of the
music.   Other  spe-
cial guests included
former Headteacher
of St. Paul’s Catholic
School, Michael
Manley, the Head-
teachers of Milton
Keynes Catholic Pri-
mary Schools and
St. Paul’s Gover-
nors. 

Happy birthday

Below: Bishop Peter with Head, Jo-Anne Hoarty, and 
former Head, Michael Manley.

PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE 
WEEKLY AUGUST - OCTOBER  
7 nights  |  From Gatwick
Includes daily breakfast, 
and evening meal

£

£635
pps

from

LONDON:  0203 468 0617  |  CARDIFF: 0292 000 3865

www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689 in compliance 

with the Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulation 2018.  

WE OFFER  
» Full religious programme 
 organised by Joe Walsh Tours
» Direct return Àights and transfers from 
 Split or Dubrovnik
» Introductory talk and guided tour 
 of the Shrine
» Full assistance of professional guides 
 & representatives throughout

LED BY A 
SPIRITUAL 
DIRECTOR

FULLY 
ESCORTED 
TOURS

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES 2019

For more details please see www.joewalshtours.co.uk
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Image 
of
Our
Lady 
of 

Guadaloupe
visits
Slough

Above: babies born after fervent prayer at the image



*Part-Time
Volunteer Vacancy
Are you looking for a challenge

that is rewarding and allows you to 
‘give back’ to your community?

An exciting opportunity has arisen for two individuals to
join our skilled and dedicated team of Governors to

start in September 2019.

Be part of our welcoming team striving to ensure 
the best education opportunities for all in our 

Bedford Catholic Schools Community.

Please call Andrew Waterhouse on 01234 334635 for an informal chat or 
email us trustoffice@bedfordcatholicschools.org

*10-15 hours per term + training & induction (provided)
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Luton’s cash in hand

Holy Ghost parishioners got their glad rags on for a glamorous evening to raise
money for the church and parish centre at their May Ball on Saturday 11th May. 

Attendees enjoyed a wonderful meal, danced the night away and raised more than
£430 for parish concerns, thanks to some amazing raffle prizes - including a holi-
day! 
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At the beginning of June, hun-
dreds of pilgrims travelled from
our diocese to Walsingham for
the annual pilgrimage to Our
Lady of Walsingham. Led by
Bishop Peter Doyle and Directed
by Deacon Michael Fleming, our
pilgrimage began with an open-
ing Mass in a packed Chapel of
Our Lady of Reconciliation.  

An outside pic-nic was replaced
by finding room inside as the
rain came down but our spirits
were not dampened. An impres-
sive number of people, including
Bishop Peter then processed be-
hind the statue of Our Lady of

Walsingham along the old rail-
way path through the village of
Walsingham and finishing at the
original site of the Holy House.

Mgr John Armitage, Rector of
the Shrine, encouraged all pre-
sent to pray the Angelus daily so
as to build a relationship with
Mary, our Mother. This simple
challenge was well received with
many pilgrims choosing to begin
this simple challenge mmedi-
ately. 

Pictures:
Marguerite Cook & 

Neil Roseman

Walsingham
pilgrims
2019 To advertise your Theology, Philosophy

and Religious Studies Courses

Contact Janet on 01440 730399 or 
email janett@cathcom.org

This is an example of a ¼ page advert
170mm high x 128mm wide
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a

Special Vine discount.
Don’t forget we also offer 

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no
maximum age limit and up to £20,000

cancellation cover per couple.
CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272 0500
Real people -
not nachines!

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

FT
Travel

Insurance

UK
based

5126 ABTA No.Y5280
Join  

us on

The Pilgrims Choice
Join the Northampton Diocesan 

Lourdes Pilgrimage
with Bishop Peter Doyle

and the Catholic Association

Tangney Tours

2019 theme - “Blessed are the poor”

By air - from £874 per person
Flights direct from Stansted and 
Manchester 23rd - 30th August

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: sales@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

www.tangney-tours.com/CA
Lourdes by air - From London

9 Aug. 7 Nights

2 Sept 7 Night

From £769 pp plus Ǽights

From £769 pp plus Ǽights

Fatima by air - From London Heathrow

11 Sept. 6 Nights From £679 pp inc. Ǽights

Holy Land Pilgrimages

12 Nov 7 Nights From £1426 pp inc Ǽights

Lourdes, Burgos, Santiago & Fatima

6 Sept. 8 Nights From £840 pp inc Ǽights

11 Oct. 4 Nights From £580 pp inc. Ǽights

Rome, San Giovanni and Assisi

8 Oct. 7 Nights From £739 pp inc Ǽights

         

FFOORR CCOOMMPPEETTEENNTT,, CCAARRIINNGG LLEEGGAALL
AADDVVIICCEE WWEE OOFFFFEERR::
> CONVEYANCING
> WILLS AND PROBATE
> DIVORCE AND FAMILY MATTERS
> CHILD CARE LAW
> CRIMINAL LITIGATION
> HOME VISITS ARRANGED

Tel: (020) 8778 1126
Email: enquiry@ewings.uk.com
Web: ewings.uk.com

Professional advice, community minded

Please support 
our Advertisers

Congratulations
Congratulations to our newly ordained
deacons Andrew Coy, on the left, a
student at the Venerable English
college, Rome, was ordained by
Archbishop Charles Scicluna of Malta.
On the right is Albert Lawes of
Plymouth.

Lord,
You renew the Church in every age by

raising up priests outstanding in
holiness, living witnesses of Your

unchanging love.

In Your plan of salvation You provide
shepherds for Your people.

Fill the hearts of young men with the
spirit of courage and love that they
may answer Your call generously.

Give parents, families, friends and
communities the grace to encourage

vocations by prayer and good
example.

Raise up worthy priests for Your altars
and ardent but gentle servants of the

Gospel.

The Holy See ha announced  that Pope Francis has appointed
Bishop John Wilson as Archbishop of the Archdiocese of
Southwark.

Archbishop-elect Wilson succeeds The Most Reverend Peter
Smith, who has been Archbishop of Southwark since 2010.
Archishop-elect Wilson, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster since
2015 and previously a priest in the Diocese of Leeds, will be the
11th Archbishop of Southwark and his Episcopal Installation
will be celebrated in St George’s Cathedral, Southwark, on 25
July.

Archbishop Elect John Wilson was born on 4 July 1968 in
Sheffield. He studied for a Bachelor of Arts degree in theology
and religious studies at the University of Leeds and began for-
mation for the priesthood for the Diocese of Leeds at the Ven-
erable English College, Rome in 1989. During his seminary
training he completed a Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology at
the Pontifical Gregorian University and a Licence in Moral
Theology at the Accademia Alfonsiana. He was ordained a dea-
con on 13 July 1994 by Bishop Cyril Restieaux.

He was ordained to the priesthood on 29 July 1995 by Bishop
David Konstant. He was appointed Assistant Priest at St
Joseph’s, Pontefract in 1995, as well as hospital, hospice and
school chaplain. He was appointed Assistant Priest at St
Joseph’s, Bradford in 1998, and also served as a school chap-
lain.

In 1999, he was appointed Lecturer in moral theology at St
Cuthbert’s Seminary, Ushaw College, Durham. He also com-
pleted a PhD at Durham University and latterly served as Vice
Rector. In 2005, he was appointed Episcopal Vicar for Evange-
lisation in the Diocese of Leeds, a role he held until 2012. 

On 24 November 2015 he was appointed Auxiliary Bishop of
Westminster and Titular Bishop of Lindisfarne by Pope Fran-
cis. He was ordained to the episcopate by Cardinal Vincent
Nichols on the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul, 25 January
2016. He had pastoral care of the deaneries in the western area
of the diocese. He was also Chair of the Education Commission
and had oversight of ecumenical work and inter-religious dia-
logue at diocesan level. He was also responsible for Liturgy, Art
and Architecture, as well as the Historic Churches Commis-
sion.

On 10 June 2019 he was appointed Archbishop of Southwark
by Pope Francis on the retirement of Archbishop Peter Smith.
His installation will take place in St George’s Cathedral, South-
wark, on 25 July 2019, the Feast of St James the Apostle.

Southwark bound
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Funeral
Services

Helping with
all your needs

If you would like to
advertise in this 

section please call 
Janet on 01440 730399

· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

·A family run
Catholic Funeral Directors
·A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· In House Florist
· Pre-Paid funeral plans available

Chapels Of Rest in
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Arlesey 01462 337684

        

e-mail info@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

"Compassionate care when you need it most"
Independent Family Funeral Directors with over 15 years experience

We cover Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire 
and Milton Keynes

• Cremations • Burials • Green Burials
• Private Chapel of Rest • Flowers • Catering

• Headstones • Pre paid Funeral Plans
• Home Arrangements • Personal Service

•24 Hour Service
01234 757529

www.haseldines.co.uk
192 High Street, Cranfield, MK43 0EN

Haseldine Funeral ServicesHaseldine Funeral Services

Dale & Sons Funeral Directors
Independent Family Owned 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
We provide an individual service, tailoring  each funeral to

the personal needs and requirements of the family.

01895 832220 (24hr)
22 Penn Drive,Denham, UB9 5JP
email: dalefuneralservice@gmail.com
www.dale-sons.co.uk

Granite headstones with sand-blasted lettering 
Prices start from £990

t      www.dale-s
e     
a      Buckingham  
d     

 

Areas covered: Buckinghamshire, Middlesex,
Hertfordshire, Surrey, West London, 

Greater London

A wave of joy and energy swept through
South Bucks in June, as the parishes of St
Columba’s in Chesham and Immaculate
Heart of Mary in Great Missenden wel-
comed an exchange group from Ecuador. 

The group visited from the Archdiocese of
PortoViejo in Ecuador at the invitation of
the Parish Priest, Fr Allessandro Renò. Led
by their own priest, Fr Giovanni Mera, the
group are staying with host families from

both parishes. Whilst in England they are
helping to build a shrine to Our Lady at St
Columba’s and ministering in the local pri-
mary schools as well as visiting the charity
‘Work Aid’. 

Fr Allessandro was delighted by their visit
saying “They bring joy and hope. This joy
pushes away any discouragement we may
feel, and the hope keeps us strong in our
faith. We have been blessed”.  The joy was

evident at a Mass and BBQ hosted by St
Joseph’s parish in Gerrards Cross. During
the evening there was joy filled conversa-
tion and even some impressive dancing!

Last year 35 parishioners from both
parishes visited Ecuador helping to build
wooden kit houses after earthquake damage
had destroyed many homes. The parishes
had raised £30,000 to make this return
mission possible, a tremendous achieve-
ment. 

New waves hit
South Bucks
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The St. Vincent de
Paul conference at
St. Teresa’s Bea-
consfield arranged
an outing to Wor-
thing for the atten-
dees of their
Tuesday Coffee &
Company morn-
ings. 41 went by
coach to enjoy a
lovely sunny day on
11th June. After
lunch the coach
took them to the
English Martyrs
Church in Goring-
on-Sea. This church
is famous for its
replica of the Sis-
tine Chapel ceiling
which one of their
parishioners Gary
Bevans took five
and a half years to
paint. A talk was
given on the history
of the church and
other work Gary
had painted. This
was followed by
Mass celebrated by
Mgr. Sean Healy
from St. Teresa’s.

Seeing the seaside ceiling
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Well, now is your opportunity to think about improving 
the e�ciency of your boiler plant by replacing! 

Are you thinking about changing  
the boilers in your church or school?

sales@cowleygroup.co.ukwww.cowleygroup.co.uk
01737 761397

•    Is your boiler costing more to run than it should?
•    Is your boiler safe?
•    Is your boiler harming the environment?
•    Is your heating safe for children?
•    Is there a better way to heat your building?

We can help you find the answer. Call now to arrange a free visit.

Contact your specialist boiler engineers and church heating advisors on the number below:

energy solutions
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WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER 2019 (10.00 am - 12.00 noon)

WWW.THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM

For further information or to book a place
please call 01280 812610.

THORNTON

THE ONLY LEADING GIRLS’ INDEPENDENT DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL IN THE AREA

Thornton College, Convent of Jesus and Mary, Thornton, Buckingham, MK17 0HJ.
T: 01280 812610   E: admissions@thorntoncollege.com

For girls aged 2½  to 18 with co-educational nursery.

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE
SCHOOLS ON THIS PAGE FOR
SUPPORTING THE PAPER 

HEADTEACHERS
If you would like to support
The Vine and promote your
School to Catholic families
in the area, please contact

Janet on
07931 836907 or mail
janett@cathcom.org

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Henshaw Road,
Wellingborough,

NN8 2BE
Headteacher
Mr C Robinson

Telephone 01933 224900

Education Sunday will take place on
Sunday 8th September 2019.

It is a day of Celebration for all
those involved in Education.

It is an opportunity for Schools and
Parishes to come together to

celebrate and give thanks for all
the students, staff and parents
who work so hard in and for

Catholic Schools.

With this in mind we will be
celebrating Education Sunday in the
Schools section of the September

edition of the paper.

To book an advert
please contact

Janet on
01440 730399
07931 836907

as places are limited.

ST JOHN RIGBY PRIMARY
ST JOSEPH’S & ST GREGORY’S PRIMARY

ST THOMAS MORE SECONDARY
INSPIRIT ST THOMAS MORE TEACHING SCHOOL

Executive Principal: Mr Tony Bishop
Tel: 01234 334635   

bedfordcatholicschools.org
@BedsCatholicEd

BedfordCatholicSchools

        

Year 10 students representing schools across the Northampton Diocese
gathered with Bishop Peter at St. Paul’s Catholic School for the third an-
nual Schools’ Faith in Action Day.

The day, organised by St. Paul’s and Columbans, gave 45 students the op-
portunity to ‘welcome the stranger’, challenge injustice and make a dif-
ference to the lives of refugees and asylum seekers. In the morning pupils
attended workshops from Columbans, CAFOD, St Chads and Pax Christi
to learn about some of the issues that affect refugees.  They were also
able to hear the stories of two refugees and ask them questions about
why they had to leave their countries and what life was like in England.

In the afternoon pupils from St. Paul’s, St. Thomas More and St. Thomas
Becket spent time undertaking practical tasks such as writing to MPs,
creating signs for protest banners and other activities which helped them
to really put their faith into action! 

A St. Paul’s student said ‘I felt like it was a great, fun experience and it
was amazing to actually speak to people who are dealing with these is-
sues.” 
Shaneen Digby, RE teacher at St. Paul’s, said: “It was fantastic to see so
many young people from across the diocese coming together to share
their faith and to learn from one another.”

Faith in
action The challenging Sunday gospels for August shake us out of our

complacency. On the 18th Sunday of the Year (4th August) our
first reading from Ecclesiastes reminds us of the vanity of our
earthly wealth. However much money we have saved during
our lives, we will have to leave it behind when we die. As the
saying goes, “You can’t take it with you.”

We see the same point in Jesus’ parable of the Rich Fool. After
filling his barns with piles of crops from a bumper harvest, he
says to himself: “Take things easy, eat and drink—have a good
time!” But God intervenes: “This very night the demand will be
made for your soul.” What use are all these possessions now?
Instead of storing up riches for ourselves on earth, maybe we
can think about becoming rich in God’s eyes.

All of us will face the end-time judgment when we come before
God. But there is another ecological judgment that our planet
is now facing. Many of us continue to burn fossil fuels like
there is no tomorrow. We may often think we are prosperous
and everything will be OK. But perhaps climate change is giv-
ing us a wakeup call. Drought or flooding, heatwave or
storms—maybe we will not be able to enjoy all our treasures.
Instead of selfishly storing up riches for ourselves, perhaps we
can think about preserving the rich natural resources of our
planet for future generations.

The gospel on the 19th Sunday of the Year (11th August) con-
tinues the theme of seeking treasure in heaven, where it will be
immune from damage by thieves or corrosion. Generosity to
those in need will bring a sure heavenly reward, without the
vagaries of stock market swings or company insolvencies.

We have not yet reached heaven. Instead, we are like servants
waiting for our Master to return. We can easily be side-tracked
from our prayers and our action for God’s kingdom. The loud
noises of the media can distract us from cultivating a listening
heart, able to pray, reflect, and hear God’s voice.

A special warning exists for those entrusted with a steward’s
role within the church. It is easy for such persons to misuse
their power to take advantage of others. Clerical abuse of the
vulnerable has hurt many victims and caused untold damage
to communities. Instead, all the Lord’s servants are encour-
aged to carry out their Master’s wishes. We know what God
wants of us; let us just do it.

During the summer, we often hear of wild fires devastating
wooded areas. In these cases, we can see the destructive power
of fire. Hence we are startled by Jesus’ statement in the gospel
for the 20th Sunday of the Year (18th August): “I have come to
bring fire to the earth.” In the New Testament context, we
think of the Holy Spirit, who came upon the first apostles at
Pentecost like tongues of fire. The Holy Spirit warmed their
hearts and gave them energy to be Christ’s witnesses to the
people around them. We can ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with
the same fire.

We are also startled by Jesus’ declaration that he has come,
not to bring peace, but rather division. While his message is
one of love for all, it can cause divisions, even within families,
by upsetting the comfortable status quo. Ultimately the family
of Israel was divided about whether to accept or reject his mes-
sage. Whereas the apostles accepted it, the religious leadership
rejected it and even brought Jesus before Pilate to be con-
demned to death. The coming of God’s kingdom is not cost-
free or painless.

The challenge of Jesus’ message is restated in the gospel for
the 21st Sunday of the Year (25th August): “Try your best to
enter by the narrow door.” Our salvation is not something au-
tomatic. We cannot just drift into heaven. Instead, we need to
put in some effort ourselves, before it is too late. It is not
enough just to have been familiar with Christ: “We once ate
and drank in your company.” Relying on past acquaintance is
not sufficient to guarantee entry into heaven. In our genera-
tion, it is sad to see churches half-empty, because people have
drifted away from their faith. A church building is of little use
if people do not regularly come inside to pray.

Jesus promises that people from east and west, north and
south, will take their places at the heavenly banquet, while his
hearers run the danger of being left outside. In much of Eu-
rope, many people have drifted away from the Christian faith,
whereas many communities in Africa have wholeheartedly em-
braced the faith. Increasingly, many dioceses are seeking
priests from Africa or India because there are not enough Eu-
ropean priests to meet the needs. Let us ask God to renew our
faith, so that we may redouble our efforts to enter by the nar-
row gate. 

Scripture notes:
Fr Jeremy Corley


