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WALSINGHAM
SUNDAY 6th OCTOBER 2019

PILGRIMAGE of REPARATION and PRAYER
for the SANCTITY of LIFE

led by

Bishop Mark O’Toole
FR. JEREMY DAVIES, 

FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF THE RENEWAL
commencing at the 12 o’clock Pilgrim Mass in the 

Chapel of Reconciliation

For Travel Details from:
Aylesbury Vilma Tavarro – 01296 484908
Bedford & district Mary Frost – 01234 304014
Dunstable & Luton               Catherine Bolam - 01582 581917
Milton Keynes Penny Souster – 07877 236160
Northampton, Kettering, Caroline Dziwir – 07753 105918
Wellingborough

Or arrange a group and coach from your own area
For more details visit www.prolifepilgrimage.org

or call 01858 571242  

See the story on page 5

Tribute to a veteranTribute to a veteran



New contemporary and traditional
stained glass designed, made

and fitted. 
Professional repairs and restoration.
Website: customstainedglass.co.uk 

Email: wayne.ricketts@btconnect.com
Tel: 0117 955 5390

Wayne Ricketts
Stained Glass
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Getting into
print

Send news reports, photos and other material to the editor,
Fr. Paul Hardy, St. Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shenley
Church End, Milton Keynes MK5 6DX
(vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon as we can find space
for it. Material should be emailed whenever possible. If this
cannot be done for digital pictures they should be sent to us
on disc. Send photographs in jpg format, as separate
attachments, and not embedded in Word documents. Urgent
and dated items should reach us by the first Sunday of the
month before publication.

A booklet of advice on writing news reports for The Vine is
available on request.

Parental permission must be sought before photographs of
children are sent for publication. While we accept unsolicited
feature articles, we reserve the right to edit the text or not to
publish. Letters for publication must include a name and
address, which will be omitted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessarily those of the
editor or of the diocese. The publisher of The Vine deals with
all advertising. To place an advert ring o1440-730399. For
difficulties with distribution contact the editor.

Publisher:  Bellcourt Ltd, N2 Blois Meadow Business
Centre,  Steeple Bumpstead, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 7BN
Telephone:  0207 112 6710 

News beyond Northampton

VIN101

Scotland

A NEW Bible for STUDY & 
proclamation

GRANTED THE NIHIL OBSTAT 
AND IMPRIMATUR

Translated by Henry Wansbrough O.S.B - out now in hardback - £39.99
w w w . d l t b i b l e s . c o m 

CCaatthhoolliicc ccoouunnsseelllloorr ooffffeerriinngg ffaaccee ttoo 
ffaaccee oorr SSkkyyppee sseessssiioonnss..  

SSttrreessss‐‐ffrreeee,, rreellaaxxeedd eennvviirroonnmmeenntt wwhheerree yyoouu aarree
ffrreeee ttoo ssaayy aanndd eexxpplloorree wwhhaatt yyoouu wwaanntt wwiitthhoouutt 

ffeeaarr ooff bbeeiinngg jjuuddggeedd..

wwwwww..wwiitthhyyoouuccoouunnsseelllliinngg..ccoo..uukkMM44 JJuunncc��oonn 77

CCoonnttaacctt mmee:: ((2244‐‐hhoouurr rreessppoonnssee ��mmee))
MMoobbiillee ((tteexxttss oonnllyy pplleeaassee))::

0077550088 777733110077
EEmmaaiill:: jjaaggaa@@wwiitthhyyoouuccoouunnsseelllliinngg..ccoo..uukk

A cause for the canonization of the pipe-
smoking, plain-talking, mustachioed and
beloved Catholic author Gilbert Keith (GK)
Chesterton will not be opened, announced
Bishop Peter Doyle of Northampton, the
late Chesterton's home diocese.

Despite Chesterton’s inspirational writings
and his role in the Catholic revival in Eng-
land during the early 20th century, several
obstacles stand in the way of advancing the
author’s cause for canonisation, Doyle said
in a letter read to the opening session of the
American GK Chesterton Society confer-
ence. “...I am unable to promote the cause
of GK Chesterton for three reasons. Firstly,
and most importantly, there is no local cult.
Secondly, I have been unable to tease out a
pattern of personal spirituality. And,
thirdly, even allowing for the context of G K

Chesterton’s time, the issue of anti-
Semitism is a real obstacle particularly at
this time in the United Kingdom,” he said in
the letter.

“I am very conscious of the devotion to GK
Chesterton in many parts of the world and
of his inspiring influence on so many peo-
ple, and this makes it difficult to communi-
cate the conclusion to which I have come,”
the bishop said.

Chesterton was born in 1874, and became a
prolific writer and staunch Catholic apolo-
gist after his conversion to the faith.  He
died in 1936.

Doyle praised “Chesterton’s goodness and
his ability to evangelise” but said he could
not open the cause at this time.

The Friends of Divine Mercy Scotland
(FODMS) are taking the Mercy Bus back
out on the road for the third year this sum-
mer, thanks to an overwhelming response
in the past two years.

To date they have touched over 2,000 peo-
ple on the streets of Scotland, over 400 peo-
ple have boarded the Mercy Bus and over
2,000 Miraculous Medals and Divine Mercy
Chaplets and many rosaries were given to
the people the team met on the streets of
Scotland.
o.
Organiser Helen Border said: "Pope Francis
has urged the church to 'leave her four walls
behind and to go out in search of those who
are distant, those essentially on the out-
skirts of life.' We are taking up Pope Fran-
cis's invitation in taking the Church to the
people. Everyone is welcome to come along
and visit our 'Church on wheels!".

"Taking the church to the people shows
them that the Lord loves, cares and wants

them to return to him. People think that
they cannot be forgiven for what they have
done. No sin is too great for the Lord to for-
give as long as there is repentance from the
sinner. Stepping on board the bus could be
the first step in changing their lives for the
better and leaving the guilt on the bus.
There will be priests hearing confessions on
the top deck of the 'Mercy Bus' and the
FODMS team will be welcoming visitors
with tea, coffee and home baking."

Commenting on the initiative, Bishop John
Keenan said: "Up and down the UK the
Mercy Bus has been a great initiative of the
New Evangelisation Pope John Paul II
hoped for. Its presence in the heart of town
centres is welcomed by shoppers and work-
ers of all faiths and none, as a joyful and
hopeful presence of God in their midst.
They see the Church coming to be among
them with the Good News of God's mercy
very close at hand, so they can reach out
and touch it, or simply rejoice in its near-
ness.

Chesterton’s 
goodness and his

ability to evangelise

Please support our Advertisers
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Bishop Peter has announced the
following clergy news, and moves  to
take place in September.

Father Tony Brennan to become Parish
Priest of St Mary’s, Dunstable with St
Vincent de Paul, Houghton Regis
Father Andy Richardson to be Parish Priest
of Holy Family and St John’s, Luton
Father Joseph Udoh MSP to be Parish
Priest of Our Lady of Peace, Burnham with
St Andrew’s, Cippenham
Father Mirek Misiura to be Parish Priest of
Sacred Heart, Stopsley, Luton
Father Benedetto D’Autilia to be Parish
Priest of Blessed John Henry Newman
Parish, High Wycombe
Father Lijo Payikkattu MSFS to be Priest in
Charge of St Teresa’s, Princes Risborough
upon Fr Joseph Kuttivayalil's return to
India
Father Emanuel Okami (who has been at
Burnham) to be Assistant Priest of St
Thomas Aquinas and All Saints, Bletchley
Canon John Koenig is moving to Our Lady
Help of Christians and St. Lawrence, Olney

as Parish Priest.
Father Nathaniel Onwuekwe from St
Joseph’s, Bedford, is joining the St.
Barnabas Cluster in Milton Keynes.
As an interim measure, Father Gregory
Marchwinski is appointed priest-in-charge
with the support of Father Wilson Sebastian
MSFS.
Father David Donaghue who was ordained
priest in the Cathedral on Saturday, 20 July.
has been appointed as Assistant Priest with
Canon Michael Harrison serving Our Lady
of Walsingham, Corby together with the
communities in Thrapston, Raunds and
Oundle.

Bishop Peter added: ‘We wish all our priests
on the move this summer well in their new
parishes.We especially pray for Fr
Christopher Whitehous .,Fr Malcom Bull
and Fr Paul Hardy who are retiring this
summer. Fr Alessandro Reno, who has been
on loan from the Diocese of Portoviejo in
Ecuador, is now incardinated into the
Diocese and will continue to serve at
Chesham and Great Missenden’. 

Mission to
pastures

new

New boys
on the block

Bishop Leo joined the priests and deacons of Mil-
ton Keynes to celebrate the feast of St. Barnabas.
marking the cluster which takes his name.

Six parishes in the centre of the new city are now

run by a team of four priests, with Fr Francis
Higgins as the leader. Soon the priests will all
share newly-built accomodation at St. Augus-
tine’s.

The Sunday gospels for September challenge us to ac-
cept the newness of Christ’s way. Our society admires
winners, and often gives little value to the unnoticed
people. Yet Jesus’ gospel for the 22nd Sunday of the
Year (1st September) offers us a different set of values.
At a public function, we are called not to occupy the
place of honour, but rather to politely take the lowest
place. Then perhaps the host will notice us and summon
us to move higher. And instead of inviting rich neigh-
bours so as to win their friendship, we are called to in-
vite the needy who cannot repay the favour, because
God will provide the reward.

A strong challenge appears in the gospel for the 23rd
Sunday of the Year (8th September). Jesus is on his way
to Jerusalem, where he will be crucified. He sharply
challenges the crowds with the stark choice of the
gospel. We cannot be his disciples without “hating” fa-
ther and mother, spouse and children, brothers and sis-
ters. To be sure, he wishes us to love our neighbour as
ourselves, and hence does not wish us to hate our fami-
lies. Rather, he wishes us to put God first in our lives. It
can be easy to be lulled into a sense of comfort, sur-
rounded by our loved ones, without facing the challenge
of carrying the cross.

Jesus tells two parables about counting the cost. The
builder needs to sit down first to calculate the cost, to
avoid going bankrupt in the middle of a construction
project. A king wishing to launch a war needs first to
check if his forces are superior, so as to avoid being de-
feated by a stronger enemy. We need to reckon up the
cost of following Christ. When we give him our heart,
will we also give him our time, talents, and treasure?

Our society today can sometimes be judgmental. But
Jesus challenges our harshness by his mercy, as we hear
in the beautiful gospel for the 24th Sunday of the Year
(15th September). A farmer leaves his 99 sheep to seek
the lost one. A woman sweeps out her whole house to
find the lost coin. After putting in great effort to find
what was lost, both of them rejoice when they find what
was missing. Yet in our society today, there are many
people who are lost. Some are lost from the church, oth-
ers are lost from their families, and others again are lost
from their own sense of self-worth.

Jesus’ story of the Prodigal Son is as relevant today as it
ever was. Young people have so many choices today and
often see better possibilities far away from their fami-
lies. Yet the big world is often unfriendly and exploita-

tive. Without support, a person can often make bad de-
cisions and end up in a vulnerable state. The parable
celebrates the moment when the prodigal son recog-
nized that he could return home. Yet he did not expect
to be welcomed wholeheartedly by his father. But some-
times, like the elder son, we can find it hard to forgive
and forget. Let us pray for the grace to be forgiving and
welcoming.
A different kind of challenge appears in the gospel for
the 25th Sunday of the Year (22nd September), when we
hear the parable of the Unjust Steward. Today we some-
times learn of company accounts being fiddled, and we
are perhaps glad when the perpetrators are convicted.
But in this parable, the steward facing dismissal is
praised for cutting the debts owed to his master. It is
unlikely that Jesus is commending dishonesty. Instead,
he praises the steward for his smartness in recognizing
that his stewardship is finishing. We realize that our
stewardship of earthly things is coming to an end, be-
cause life is short. Surely, it is best to use our money
generously on earth.

We can also reflect on human stewardship of the envi-
ronment. Our life on this planet could face a catas-
trophic future after our wasteful use of the earth’s
resources. Like the dishonest steward, we need the as-
tuteness to see that our time of stewardship could come
to a disastrous end. Hence, we need to take drastic ac-
tion now to ensure a better future.

The gospel for the 26th Sunday of the Year (29th
September) contains the terrifying story of Dives and
Lazarus. While the rich man feasts sumptuously every
day, the poor man at his gate longs to fill his belly with
scraps. On a worldwide scale, we can read this parable
as a comment on the global inequality between the
wealthy and poorer nations.

Everything changes in the afterlife. There, the rich man
vainly begs Lazarus to come and cool him from his
burning agony. When this is impossible, the rich man
asks if Lazarus can return from the dead to warn his
brothers. Abraham responds that they will not be con-
vinced even if someone should rise from the dead. We
believe in the resurrection and the life of the world to
come, but sometimes we can be very attached to the
comforts of this earthly life. We can pray for the grace to
respond to the needs of the poor today

Fr Jeremy Corley.

The Sunday Word for September



Page 4 The Vine September 2019

Students and staff from St Paul’s Catholic School
are delighted that their School has scooped three
awards in Milton Keynes Council’s Celebrate MK
Education Awards held at Jury’s Inn on Wednes-
day 12th June 2019. St Paul’s was a winner in the
Changemaker, Inspirational and Post 16 Team of
the Year categories.
Mrs Jo-Anne Hoarty, Headteacher at St Paul’s
Catholic School, said:  “It’s wonderful that St
Paul’s has been recognised in this way.  This is a
very proud moment for us all and acknowledges
the hard work and dedication of our students
and staff.”

The Changemaker Award, won by St Paul’s Com-
munication Department (part of the School’s
Learning Support SEND Department), recog-
nised a sustained commitment and dedication to
the education of children, young people and
communities with whom they work, making a
tangible difference to both achievement and as-
piration.  A parent who nominated St Paul’s said:
“The Learning Support team is incredible – they
see each child as an individual with unique needs
and challenges and creatively find ways to ensure
their specific needs are met to allow the child to
fully engage in education.”

The Inspirational Award, which exemplifies how
a young person has the ability to inspire those
around them, recognised the achievements of
Year 9 students Paige Pilkington and Megan
Head.  The nomination said:  “These two young
women have worked incredibly hard in setting
up and running Girl Pack, a community charity
aiming to make sure that girls stay in school and
have a decent education.”  Girl Pack provides
care packs to girls who are unable to afford or
are too embarrassed to ask for sanitary wear.
The girls fundraise throughout the year, have
successfully lobbied Milton Keynes Council to
provide vending machines in schools offering
free sanitary products and have even met with a
Minister at the Houses of Parliament.

The Post 16 Team of the Year Award was won by St
Paul’s Sixth Form team, including students, mentors,
tutors and management, as they were considered to
fully encapsulate the School’s mission statement “Love,
Serve and Do the Best that is Possible”.  The nomina-
tion also praised students for being collaborative and
supportive and highlighted their active participation in
an extensive volunteering programme where they con-
tribute hundreds of hours to local charities and
fundraising.  Fiona Nodwell, Head of Sixth Form, said:
“We are extremely proud of our Sixth Form and feel
very privileged to be a part of it.”

Pictures show
Above

The St Paul’s Sixth Form team receiving the
Post 16 Team of the Year Award

Below
Jenny Major and Julie Cawthorpe receiving

the Changemaker Award
Left

Ruth Holmwood receiving the Inspirational
Award 

Three cheers for St. Paul’s

With this issue Fr Paul Hardy, editor of The Vine
since its foundation in 1989, has retired.

He wishes to pay tribute to those who have actively
helped him over the years, especially Mrs Margaret
Busby.

He says ‘thank you’ to those who have sent him
news and articles during the last thirty years - and
to those who have read The Vine each month.

For the moment Neil Roseman, head of
communications, takes over.

Farewell
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Three score
years

and ten
Bishop Leo McCartie KC*HS was ordained
priest on 17 July 1949.  On 17 July 2019, he
celebrated the 70th anniversary of his ordi-
nation.  This tremendous achievement was
celebrated by the Archdiocese of Birming-
ham at Bishop Leo's home at The Little Sis-
ters of the Poor in Harborne.  There were
nine other bishops present.  These bishops
included Archbishop Kevin McDonald
KC*HS (former Bishop of Northampton
and Grand Prior of the Lieutenancy of KHS
in England and Wales) and Bishop Peter
Doyle KC*HS (Prior of the Eastern section
of KHS), Bishop Leo's two successors as
Bishop of Northampton, who, at the lunch
after Mass, both congratulated Bishop Leo
on his achievements.  The Lieutenancy was
represented by Joe Smiles KCHS and Chris-
tine Hughes DCHS President and Secretary

respectively of Midlands Section and by
Bernard Waddingham KSG KGCHS, Presi-
dent of the Eastern Section of KHS, of
which Bishop Leo was once Prior.  As is
usual on such occasions, the clergy sang ad
multos annos. 

Bishop Leo led the celebratory Mass from
his wheelchair.  He was in good voice and
his care for his flock shone through his
words.  As Bishop Leo told the gathering, he
is proud to be the oldest Catholic Bishop in
England and Wales (he will be 94 in
September) and to have the longest tenure
as a Bishop in the United Kingdom and Ire-
land since the restoration of the hierarchy
in 1850 (he has been a Bishop for 42 years).
Bishop Leo then showed us all how a cake
should properly be cut!

To advertise your Theology, Philosophy
and Religious Studies Courses

Contact Janet on 01440 730399 or 
email janett@cathcom.org

This is an example of a ¼ page advert
170mm high x 128mm wide
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A day to remember



Solemn Novena in honour 
of St. Peter of Alcantara

October 11th-19th
Details from Novena Director,

Norbertine Order,
St. Mary's Priory

King Street
Muston, Filey, 

N. Yorks., YO14 0EW
(The Norbertine Order is a Registered Charity)
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ST JOHN RIGBY PRIMARY
ST JOSEPH’S & ST GREGORY’S PRIMARY

ST THOMAS MORE SECONDARY
INSPIRIT ST THOMAS MORE TEACHING SCHOOL

Executive Principal: Mr Tony Bishop
Tel: 01234 334635   

bedfordcatholicschools.org
@BedsCatholicEd

BedfordCatholicSchools

        

Father David Donaghue, a native of
Northampton,  was ordained priest in the
Cathedral on Saturday, 20 July. He studied
for the priesthood at Oscott Col
lege. 

Father David has been appointed as Assis-
tant Priest with Canon Michael Harrison
serving Our Lady of Walsingham, Corby to-
gether with the communities in Thrapston,
Raunds and Oundle.

 

 

 

“Inspiring and achieving together,  
using our unique gifts given to us by God” 

 

Open Mornings  
Thursday 10th October   9.00am - 11.00am 
 Saturday 12th October   9.00am - 11.00am 

www.st-teresas.bucks.sch.uk 
01844 345 005 

office@st-teresas.bucks.sch.uk 
Aylesbury Road  Princes Risborough  Bucks HP27 0JW FFOORR CCOOMMPPEETTEENNTT,, CCAARRIINNGG LLEEGGAALL

AADDVVIICCEE WWEE OOFFFFEERR::
> CONVEYANCING
> WILLS AND PROBATE
> DIVORCE AND FAMILY MATTERS
> CHILD CARE LAW
> CRIMINAL LITIGATION
> HOME VISITS ARRANGED

Tel: (020) 8778 1126
Email: enquiry@ewings.uk.com
Web: ewings.uk.com

Professional advice, community minded
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a

Special Vine discount.
Don’t forget we also offer 

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no
maximum age limit and up to £20,000

cancellation cover per couple.
CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272 0500
Real people -
not nachines!

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

FT
Travel

Insurance

UK
based

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES 2019

MANCHESTER:  0161 820 8790  |  CARDIFF: 0292 000 3865
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk
Licenced by the Commission for Aviation Regulation, TO 052 and TA 0689 in compliance with the  
Package Travel and Linked Travel Arrangement Package Regulation 2018.  

WE OFFER  

» Full religious programme 
 organised by Joe Walsh Tours
» Direct return Àights and transfers 
 from Split or Dubrovnik
» Includes daily breakfast, 
 and evening meal
» Full assistance of professional guides 
 & representatives throughout

FULLY 
ESCORTED 

TOUR

PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORJE 
WEEKLY IN SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER  
7 nights  |  From Stansted
September 3, 10, 17 and 25 
October 2, 9 and 16

£

£635
pps

from

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

…………......………....……........................................
...........………………..…….………............................
........................………………..….………...................
..................................................................................... 
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name:…….…………............................…........................ 
Address:…..………..............................................................
..……………………………………………………… 
…………….......……...........................……... Please print. 
REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in prayer. 

 

Saturday 6th July
saw a gathering of
300 current and
former staff, stu-
dents, families,
clergy and gover-
nors at Cardinal
Newman Catholic
School, Luton to
celebrate Mass for
the 50th anniver-
sary of the school
with Bishop Peter. 

Mass took up the
theme of light
from Newman’s
writings and the
school motto ‘Ex
umbris in veri-
tatem’, with read-
ings from the
prophet Baruch
and the prologue
to John’s Gospel.
The music was led
by current stu-
dents from the
choir and orches-
tra. In his homily,
Bishop Peter re-
ferred to the recent announcement of
the canonisation of Blessed John Henry
Newman to take place in Rome on 13
October. It was a wonderful coinci-
dence that this had been announced
just a few days earlier. 

Headteacher Joe Richardson said of the
occasion, “It is always a privilege to
bring a community together and none
more so than the community at Cardi-
nal Newman.  I cannot think of another
school where so many past students,
parents and staff remain so committed
to the ongoing wellbeing and success of
the school and the children it serves.

Cardinal Newman deserves its fine rep-
utation thanks to all those who have in-
vested their care, service and love into
the school over the last 50 years.  We
owe a debt of thanks to the local clergy
and Sisters who have been a constant in
all that we have done in God’s name
since September 1968.  Here’s to the
next 50 years!”

The five readers each represented a
decade from the school’s history and we
were sent out with the Act of Commit-
ment based on Newman’s most famous
piece of writing, which had been
adapted for the Big Assembly at Twick-

enham with Pope Benedict XVI in
2010. 

At the end of Mass, Bishop Peter
blessed our new building, Maryvale
House, before returning to the hall for
speeches. Following this, all adjourned
to the Dining Room where there was an
opportunity to share memories and sto-
ries over tea and cake. Many then took
the opportunity to wander round the
school seeing what has changed, before
the afternoon drew to a close. 

Jane Porter
School Chaplain

Cardinal Newman
marks fifty
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Funeral
Services

Helping with
all your needs
If you would like to
advertise in this 

section please call 
Janet on 01440 730399

· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service
· 24 hour call out

· Order of Service printing
· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey
e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

·A family run
Catholic Funeral Directors
·A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· In House Florist
· Pre-Paid funeral plans available

Chapels Of Rest in
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Arlesey 01462 337684

        

e-mail info@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

"Compassionate care when you need it most"
Independent Family Funeral Directors with over 15 years experience

We cover Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire 
and Milton Keynes

• Cremations • Burials • Green Burials
• Private Chapel of Rest • Flowers • Catering

• Headstones • Pre paid Funeral Plans
• Home Arrangements • Personal Service

•24 Hour Service
01234 757529
www.haseldines.co.uk

192 High Street, Cranfield, MK43 0EN

Haseldine Funeral ServicesHaseldine Funeral Services

Dale & Sons Funeral Directors
Independent Family Owned 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
We provide an individual service, tailoring  each funeral to

the personal needs and requirements of the family.

01895 832220 (24hr)
22 Penn Drive,Denham, UB9 5JP
email: dalefuneralservice@gmail.com
www.dale-sons.co.uk

Granite headstones with sand-blasted lettering 
Prices start from £990

t      www.dale-s
e     
a      Buckingham  
d     

 

Areas covered: Buckinghamshire, Middlesex,
Hertfordshire, Surrey, West London, 

Greater London

You are invited to a
Rosary procession/gathering 

Monday 9th September 2019
at the Angelus time of 6pm.

Meeting at
Christ the Cornerstone church

300 Saxon Gate West
Central Milton Keynes MK9 2ES

Our Lady promised: 
“The Rosary shall be a powerful
armour against hell, it will destroy

vice, decrease sin and defeat heresies.

For more information please phone
Monica on 07401 366 330

O Virgin defend me all pure and sweet

Feast of the
Nativity

of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

        
 

 
 

    
      

 

     

      

          

  

    

    

    

 

 

       

 

          

           

Jubilarians celebrate
The major anniversaries of priestly or-
dinations were again marked with a
cathedral Mass and lunch in the
bishop’s garden.

Father Tony Whitfield was celebrating
his 40th anniversary, Father Tony
Brennan celebrated his 25th anniver-
sary and Father Patrick Hutton cele-
brated his 10th anniversary in what
would have been his 50th anniversary
year in the Anglican ministry.

The Mass bgan with a tribute to Bishop
Leo McCartie, who this year celebrates
seventy years of priesthood.

Hundreds of  folk from all over Luton,
Northampton, Bedford, Caddington ,
Hitchin Milton Keynes were at St
John's RC Church in Sundon Park to
celebrate Fr Tony Brennan's 25 years as
a priest.

Bishop Peter Doyle presented the Apos-
tolic Blessing from Pope Francis to Fr
Tony granting him the abundance of di-
vine graces.

After the  Mass had ended it was into
the parish hall  were Fr Tony thanked
everyone for a great turnout.

Tribute to Fr Tony Brennan

Fr Tony with his dad
and brother



Page 10 The Vine September 2019

Do you visit the sick or elderly, maybe in
their homes, in hospital or in a nursing
home?  There is a day of reflection specially
for you on 9th November, at Christ the King
Church in Milton Keynes.  A joint project of
the Pastoral Ministry Office and the SVP,
this day will offer input on best practice,
prayerful reflection, and most of all, a
chance to meet lots of other like-minded
people, to ask questions and to learn some
new skills.  
We are delighted to have four excellent
speakers

Brian Purfield, Bible scholar, 
on the healing ministry of Christ

Deacon Jim Hannigan, 
hospital chaplain, on
tales from the wards

Danielle Dixon, safeguarding,
on keeping our elderly safe

Paul Davies, 
retired nurse, on praying with

dementia sufferers

This is a free event, paid for by the Together
in Faith Adult Formation Fund.  Tea and cof-
fee will be provided, but please bring lunch
with you.  To book, go to www.pastoralmin-
istryoffice.org or ring the Pastoral Ministry
Office on 07823 788 310.

Pastoral Area
Reflection Days

Over the past year, the diocese has been
consulting on the best way forward for our
parishes.  We know that our priests are re-
ally stretched, and in other parts of the
world, lay people play a much greater role.
Parishes without resident priests rely heav-
ily on lay people to act informally as leaders,
making sure the churches run from week to
week.  Bishop Peter announced at the gath-
ering of Pastoral Area Councils in March
that we would be developing more formal
models of lay leadership for parishes, with a
training programme, diocesan authorisa-
tion, and ongoing support. 

At the same time, Pope Francis is asking us
to be more outward looking, more mission-
ary in our approach.  We are to be a ‘field
hospital’ in a broken world.  However, it has
been hard for us to think about evangelisa-
tion when we are dealing with changing

structures and an uncertain future.

Therefore, each of the Pastoral Area Coun-
cils has been asked to run a local Reflection
Day.  This day has two purposes:
To reflect prayerfully on the needs of our
local communities, and to develop some
concrete proposals to meet these needs.
To reflect on where these new roles could
help us to be more outward looking by pro-
viding local leadership and energy.
Each Pastoral Area will develop a mission
plan to be presented to Bishop Peter outlin-
ing what they would like to do.  The Pastoral
Area Councils will meet together with
Bishop Peter again in March 2020 to share
ideas and plan future steps.

For more information see www.pas-
toralministryoffice.org.

News 
from the

Pastoral Ministry 
office

Christ in this place

You are invited to attend….
a Mass for victims and survivors of any
form of abuse, their families,
supporters and all those affected

As a Diocese, we want to improve the
way that we respond to and engage
with victims and survivors of abuse.
Bishop Peter is fully committed to this
and very supportive of the safeguarding
efforts within our Diocese. As well as
Bishop Peter continuing to meet with
anyone affected by abuse, it was
decided that holding a Mass for victims
and survivors, their families,
supporters and all those affected would
provide an important way of raising
consciousness in the Church, an
opportunity to publicly demonstrate a
sign of reconciliation and show our
commitment to the spiritual and
emotional well-being of victims and
survivors.

The purpose of the Mass is to provide a
space and opportunity for people to
come together and pray, around the
theme of healing and reconciliation.
Many people are impacted by abuse
and the impact can be profound and far
reaching. It is our hope that this will be
a positive way of bringing people
together, in prayer, for healing and
renewal. The Mass is intended for those
directly affected by abuse as victims or
survivors, their family members,
friends or supporters and also for those
who have been indirectly affected by
abuse and who want to come together

in a positive way to show
understanding, care and support.

Whilst the Mass is being held at St
Mary’s in Woburn Sands, due to its
central location, as this is a Diocesan
wide event, the Mass is open to anyone
from across the Diocese to attend and
be part of.

Please, come along and support what
we are doing, which is a positive way of
bringing people together to focus our
minds and hearts on those affected by
abuse, to assist with their healing and
also the healing of the Church. We very
much hope to welcome as many people
as possible at the Mass, including
clergy and parishioners or just come to
the parish hall.

In terms of an outline for the day, St
Mary’s parish hall will be open between
11am and 3pm. Mass starts at 12pm
and will be celebrated by Fr. Francis
Higgins. Light refreshments will then
be available after Mass in the parish
hall, where we will be joined by Bishop
Peter, who will be available for anyone
who may wish to speak with him on the
day. Please free feel to join us for the
Mass and light refreshments, to attend
only for Mass or simply to spend time
with us in the parish hall. Organisers
for the day will be noticeable as they
will be wearing orange flower brooches
and will be available during the day to
respond to any queries or enquiries and
offer any assistance.

 
A Mass for victims and 
survivors of any form of 
abuse, their families, 
supporters and all those 
affected  
 
For any further information regarding this event, 
please contact the safeguarding office on 01604 
723514 or safeguarding@northamptondiocese.com 
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    Woburn Sands, MK 17 8NN 
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Well, now is your opportunity to think about improving 
the e�ciency of your boiler plant by replacing! 

Are you thinking about changing  
the boilers in your church or school?

sales@cowleygroup.co.ukwww.cowleygroup.co.uk
01737 761397

•    Is your boiler costing more to run than it should?
•    Is your boiler safe?
•    Is your boiler harming the environment?
•    Is your heating safe for children?
•    Is there a better way to heat your building?

We can help you find the answer. Call now to arrange a free visit.

Contact your specialist boiler engineers and church heating advisors on the number below:

energy solutions
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WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 12th OCTOBER 2019 (10.00 am - 12.00 noon)

WWW.THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM

For further information or to book a place
please call 01280 812610.

THORNTON

THE ONLY LEADING GIRLS’ INDEPENDENT DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL IN THE AREA

Thornton College, Convent of Jesus and Mary, Thornton, Buckingham, MK17 0HJ.
T: 01280 812610   E: admissions@thorntoncollege.com

For girls aged 2½  to 18 with co-educational nursery.

All are welcome
A Specialist Science College and Training School

www.st-pauls.org.uk

Tuesday 8th October 2019
6.30pm – 8.30pm

for prospective Year 7 pupils and parents 

Call: 01908 669735   Email: enquiries@st-pauls.org.uk
St Paul’s Catholic School, Phoenix Drive, Leadenhall, Milton Keynes MK6 5EN

Open 
Evening

Marian Pearce's  career actually started in
London at St Joseph's school In High Hill
followed by a stint at Our Lady of Lourdes
in Finchley when the family moved to Mil-
ton Keynes in 1992 and Marian started
work at Bishop Parker School in Bletchley.
Marian was guided by her Parish Priest Fr
Paul to find her way to Bishop Parker
School.  We are very grateful that she did
apply all those years ago and decide that it
was a great place to do God’s work.  During
her prestigious career at the school she has
made many valuable contributions to im-
proving school life.  She has been the steady
matriarchal presence over all that time, pro-
viding much needed stability and support.

Her excellent work in the early years has en-
sured that hundreds of children have re-
ceived the best possible start to their
education.   Some of whom now bring their
own children back to Bishop Parker, creat-
ing a family tradition of being taught by Mrs
Pearce.   

Her competitive nature and love of sport
have driven forward our PE department,
with children from our school going on to
represent Milton Keynes in National com-
petitions. Bishop Parker School recently
came first in the small school sports day at
Stantonbury.

Taking on the role of Key Stage One  and
Early Years Lead and later becoming Assis-
tant Head, provided her with a platform to
have a wider impact across the school.  She
has supported many teachers in the early
stages of their careers, ensuring they have
gone on to be successful in other schools.
She is a role model for living the Catholic
mission and well respected by staff, gover-
nors and parents.  Parents are always reas-
sured after speaking to Marian regarding
any concerns they have.  Children and staff
are inspired by her enthusiasm and drive.
She ensures that all children who pass
within her care not only are well supported

but know that they are
loved.  Marian’s dedication
to Catholic Education has
left a lasting legacy of well-
rounded individuals shar-
ing God’s love.  Marian
feels that one of the great-
est strengths of Bishop
Parker School is the 'warm
and welcoming atmo-
sphere' and how proud she
is when some parents say
that the school is like one
big happy family. She feels
that Bishop Parker School
is like her 'second home.'

In the last few years there
have been some massive
changes at Bishop Parker
School with the big build-
ing programme and up-
grades to the outdoor play
areas and nursery accom-
modation. There has been
a change in branding with a
new school badge and uniform. Marian has
overseen all of it and loves to see the school
improve and develop. She was very pleased
when Ofsted graded  Bishop Parker a strong
'good' last year and the Diocese inspection
grade was also 'good with outstanding fea-
tures'. Marian was pleased that her role as
RE Co-ordinator and all the hard work and
high standards throughout the school were
recognised.  Marian has hosted Ofsted 8
times in her long career and said she won't
be missing Ofsted at all in the future!

In the last week of the school year there
were many celebrations of Marian's career.
These included a special assembly and
Bishop Peter and Fr Christopher celebrated
a special retirement Mass. At the Mass

Robert Munday, the headteacher  told some
funny anecdotes about Marian to everyone's
amusement. The biggest surprise was the
announcement by Bishop Peter of a very
special award - the Bene Merenti Medal for
Marian. This is awarded by Pope Francis for
service above and beyond to the Catholic
Church. Everyone was thrilled for her! Mar-
ian is normally hard to surprise but she said
she 'was completely taken aback by this. It
is a huge honour and something I never
ever expected to get' .

We all wish Marian  a well deserved retire-
ment. We also want to sincerely thank her
for her very successful teaching career and
the incredible contribution she made to
Catholic life of Bishop Parker School.

Thank you

There was a special Celebration of Mar-
riage at Our Lady of Lourdes,Aylesbury at
the Sunday Mass on the 21st of July.This
event is one of the several celebrations in
the parish this year to mark the Golden Ju-
bilee of the parish.In this instance the
sacrament of marriage was being high-
lighted.The attached photograph captures
some of the couples who received a special
Blessing at Mass from Fr Jude Iroh MSP,
PP at Our Lady of Lourdes.The collective
years of marriage of the couples in the
photograph exceed 340 years,a testimony
of the commitment and the power of the
sacrament of marriage.Fr Jude presented

each of the ladies with beautiful roses to
signify fidelity and grace.

Fidelity and grace


