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REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW

Volunteer youth ministers gathered for a final time of preparation and development P

prior to welcoming young people to a brand-new youth group for the St Barnabas
cluster of parishes. They were joined by Frs Brendan Seery and Pius Amaoko. Our

Diocesan youth office, NYMO led the day with a focus on accompaniment and
su Stain abl“ty LIFE - FAMILY - \-'OCAhDN www.relicourladyofguadalupe.co.uk

‘AM I NOT HERE YOUR MOTHER?
OUR LADY’S WORDS TO JUAN DIEGO
1531—MEXICO




OUR UPCOMING DIARY DATES
PATRONAL

FEAST DAY FROM ACROSS OUR
o &y DIOCESE

Immaculate. The many titles of Mary shed light
onto different aspects of our Mother and 2019

‘Immaculate’ is no different. The solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception reminds us that Mary, DECEMBER

in preparation for being the Mother of Jesus was 2nd Rosary Link at Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Great Billing
preserved from original sin from the moment of Contact Donna 079 40228227
conception. 3rd Rosary Link at Holy Cro_ss, Bleord o _

4th Advent Talk by Mgr Kevin McGinnell highlighting the importance
Our Lady Immaculate was chosen as a patron for of the year of the Word at Nor_thampton Cathedral
our Cathedral because it was a title officially oth Rosary L!nk at St Andrews, Clppenham
recognised by Pope Pius IX in 1854 only a few 6th Rpsary Link at St Thomas Aquinas, Bletchley
years after the establishment of our Diocese of 7th 8:1(;::2&:; Patronal Feast of Our Lady Immaculate at Northampton
Northampton in 1850. 7th Visitation of the National Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fatima to

. . St Phillip and St James, Bedford

'ggtehl\é\g:;lv:rl}ldbcea::vbees\t/ir :3,25 c(i);rglr:: (c)l:'Jc:cesan 10th BBC Radio Northampton Christmas Carol Service at
website. Northampton Cathedral

12th Tree of Love Service at Northampton Cathedral, 7.00pm

14th Rosary Link at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, W’boro

17th Tree of Love Service at Northampton Cathedral, 7.00pm

2020

JANUARY

25th Young Adults Brunch at the RE Centre in Luton, LU48JD

Contact fiona@nymao.org
31st—2nd Feb LUX residential weekend for young Catholics of secondary school

age. Contact fiona@nymo.org
Please email communications@northamptondiocese.com to include dates from your
local area

UL | | Geting into
prin

=z _ Send news reports, photos and other material to the Diocesan
cmca oA N e 8 Communications Manager and editor Neil Roseman email -
R—‘_e-g'@"“' - N 8-Page communications@northamptondiocese.com. We promise to
Facing . ' (&Ji 4 Reach print your news as soon as we can find space for it. Material
Go od | ¥ T ; !ﬂr should be emailed whenever possible. Send photographs in
eriday e | Children jpg format, as separate attachments, and not embedded in
: e e Word documents. All items should reach us by the first
Reach wu—é"e Sunday of the month before publication.
ho

p for e T : ' Parental permission must be sought before photographs of
arents | ¢ l_e ssnn Plans children are sent for publication. While we accept unsolicited

feature articles, we reserve the right to edit the text or not to
Hnmewo rk sneets publish. Letters for publication must include a name and
Classroom Resources

email address, which will be omitted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessan].y. those of the
editor or of the diocese. The publisher of The Vine deals with
all advertising. To place an advert ring 01440-730399. For
difficulties with distribution contact the edi!tor.

Publisher: Bellcourt Ltd, N2 Blois Meadow Business
Centre, Steeple Bumpstead, Haverhlll Suffolk, CBg 7BN

!':34 95 for 300 copies - £119.80 for the year (£29.95 per issue) Telo hone s .

Contact us now on 01440 73039!] or scnmls@rnacllnowsnalmr com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
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FR. WILLIE!

Ia
i

Fr. Willie Strain (retired PP of High Wycombe) recently celebrated his 80th Birthday in his home parish of Kilmacrenan,
Co. Donegal, Ireland. A surprise party and cutting of the cake was held in the parish Church of St. Columba with
refreshments afterwards in the local school hall. Fr. Willie retired to his home here in Kilmacrenan with his sister Maura
and deceased sister Philomena. Many parishioners and friends gathered for the occasion. Fr. Willie is much loved, and
his warm kind personality has been a light for us all. We wish him a very happy birthday and we are blessed to have
him living among us.

CLERGY RETREAT

A number of priests and deacons from the Diocese gathered at
Douai Abbey, near Newbury in Berkshire, for our annual retreat.
This year it was led by Mgr Tony Rogers of the Diocese of East
Anglia, currently parish priest of the coastal town of Aldeburgh. His
talks covered a number of subjects, including the pressures of
modern day ministry, the challenge of LGBTQ issues, and the ques-
tions posed by our secularist society. He also invited us to

discuss the various issues, and honest opinions were shared. It was
good to spend time with fellow priests and deacons in the

tranquil setting of the abbey, and also to be fed, or even overfed
somewhat! As ever, the last evening was given over to sharing
some drinks and nibbles with some of the resident Benedictines.
You will see from the photo that we celebrated Mass daily.

THORNTON COLLEGE EXISTS TO PROVIDE QUALITY EDUCATION. REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 247358

v s
il

" ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND SMALL CLASS SIZES
WHERE EVERY GIRL MATTERS

We run Meet the Head coffee and Open House mornings throughout
the year so please look at our website for further details.

To book a personal visit please contact Claire Ballantyne via email
admissions@thorntoncollege.com or on 01280 820410. All are welcome.
WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 7th MARCH 2020, 10.00am - 12.00 noon

THE ONLY LEADING INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GIRLS’

DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL INTHE AREA
NURSERY § PRE-PREP { PREP 7 SENIOR § SIXTH FORM
For girls aged 4 to 18 with co-educational nursery.
THORNTON, MILTON KEYNES, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, MK 17 OH]J

THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM ©00©0
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Christian Blind Mission

Your gift today could help five
children like Nahel see the
wonder of God’s creation. Help
unlock extra funds for more
cataract surgeries.

Dear The Vine Reader, How it works

Life with severe cataracts has not been easy for three-year-
old Nahel, living in West Africa. Unable to see, this bright boy
struggles to play with his friends and may not be able to go to
school when they do. Education is the key to future employment,

our funding partner

a way out of poverty.
: . . e unlocks another £380,

For every £95 you give...

Nahel’s mother is heartbroken that he is needlessly blind. enabling FOUR MORE
Cataract surgery to restore sight can take just 45 minutes, but : 9 .
o2 X . sight-saving treatments.
many families in low-income countries cannot afford the £95 for
surgery. So their children have no choice but to live in darkness.

You can change that with a gift to CBM right now. For a limited
time, a kind funding partner has pledged to unlock £4 for every
£1 you give. This means that if you can give £95 for one
child’s sight saving surgery today, five children could have
their sight restored.

Our goal is to enable 3,500 children to see within two years. With
your help, thousands of lives will be transformed.

A gift of £95 can help
more children like...

God bless you,

@QCCO\

Rebecca Molyneux
Programme Manager, CBM UK

D

Yes, I want to unlock funds to help FIVE TIMES more blind children like Nahel .
2. Increase the value ‘ff{u’di/b

I will give: [ | £95 [ ] My choice amount of: b oo : of your gift by 25% J'

[ 11 enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher made out to CBM or C m If you are a UK taxpayer and if

[ ] Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro Card/CAF Card you tick the Gift Aid box when
you make a donation, HMRC §
Card holder’s name: will add an extra 25p for every =
. ound you donate. S
Card number: Expiry date: / P you conar , a
o , 11 want to Gift Aid my donation )
3-digit Cardholder’s and any donations I make in the 2
security number: signature: Date: / / future or have made in the past 4 o
. . years to Christian Blind Mission. I &
T|t|e: First Name: Surname: am a UK taxpayer and understand g
Add . that if I pay less Income Tax or °
ress: Capitals Gains Tax than the amount o
Postcode: gf G|ft' Aid _c|a|med on all my g
) ) ) ) ) onations in that tax year it is my ]
We'd love to keep you informed about our life-changing work and how you can support it by making a responsibility to pay any difference. S
donation. By giving your email address or phone number below you give CBM UK consent to contact We will need your name and 3
you using these methods: address to claim the additional >
25% of your donation from <
Phone: Email: Gift Aid. i
We like to contact our supporters with postal fundraising messages and updates from the projects &
- we support. If you do NOT want to receive such messages from CBM UK in the Call 0800 567 7000 to make your E
g future please contact us on 01223 484700 or email info@cbmuk.org.uk @ SN e donation today. THANK YOU. E
S . ) . . REGULATOR Donate online at: <
3 Plea_se return 1Eh|s form to: Freepost Plus RSKK I-!XAX CYGz, CI_3M, www.cbmuk.org.uk/nahel 3
¥ Oakington Business Park, Dry Drayton Road, Oakington, Cambridge CB24 3DQ 5
@ Funds raised up to £400,000 by 31st December 2019 will be maximised in value through our funding partner. In the event of surplus donations, any unspent funds, %
% which are not subject to the above-mentioned unlocking arrangements, will be used to support similar CBM projects where the need is greatest. [~4
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ROME PILGRIMAGE FOR
SCHOOL RE LEADERS

The RE Subject Leaders from
the primary schools in our
Diocese were welcomed to
Rome by Fr Kevin McGinnell
during the final weekend of
October.

praying that, with God’s help, we
are guided in our own missions.
Fr Kevin was relentless in his
commitment to making the most
of every moment, ensuring we
visited every church on his list -
walking in excess of 75km

The pilgrimage involved many across the weekend.
trips to significant churches
across the city for example: San
Giovanni in Laterano, the Pope’s
Cathedral; San Luigi ei
Francesci, which houses
Caravaggio’s painting ‘The
Calling of St Matthew’ and San
Giorgio in Velabro-Newman’s
titte church as cardinal. Here, Fr
Kevin led us in a reflection,

We celebrated Mass in honour of
St John Henry Newman in the
College Church of the Venerable
English College; a site steeped
in history, starting life as a

pilgrim Hospice before becoming
a seminary. Forty four former
students have been martyred
and above the altar in the church

A NEW UK CITIZEN
FOR HIGH WYCOMBE

Congratulations to Fr Benedetto
d’Autilia, who has qualified as a
UK resident. Fr Benedetto
originates form Sicily and will
now hold duel citizenship. He
was ordained a priest at St.
Aidan’s Church in Northampton
in 2015. He recently moved to
High Wycombe having been as-
sistant priest in Bletchley, Milton
Keynes.

hangs the Martyrs’ Picture,
painted in 1583 by Durante
Alberti.

The group had the opportunity to
visit the Vatican on several
occasions, where we had the
privilege of celebrating Mass at
the tomb of Pope Saint John
XXIIl'in St Peter’s Basilica.
Dominique Smith, from The
Good Shepherd, Northampton,
delivered the prayers on behalf
of the school communities of
several of our schools to the
Pope’s police force. We hope
that these will have reached
Pope Francis to include in his
own prayers.

One of the highlights of the
whole trip was attending the
Angelus with Pope Francis on
Sunday, at the end of the Pan-
Amazonian Synod. He told us to
listen to the voices of the poor
and the young, asking us to be
conscious of the needs of others
before ourselves: a message we

Wayne Ricketts

New contemporary and traditional
A stained glass designed, made
H , and fitted.
0 4 Professional repairs and restoration.
Website: customstainedglass.co.uk
Email: wayne.ricketts@btconnect.com

Tel: 0117 955 5390

Oour website has
moved to

www.ReachNewspaper.com

PLEASE SUPPORT
OUR ADVERTISERS

will bring back to our own
schools to share with the
children, staff and wider
community.

This pilgrimage has not only
been a spiritually uplifting
experience for the Primary RE
Subject Leaders, but has also
been an opportunity to develop
better links across our schools,
which, in turn, will further
opportunities to share good
practice across our Diocese.

We thank Fr Kevin for his
determination in being an
excellent guide when showing us
the city where he studied and
worked; Anne-Marie Mclntosh,
Primary RE Adviser, who
masterminded the trip and the
Sisters of Maestre Pie Filippini,
who gave us a wonderful
welcome to Rome and made our
stay comfortable. We look
forward to sharing all we have
learned and experienced with
the children, staff and
communities in our schools.

‘f’é Professional advice, community minded

FOR COMPETENT, CARING LEGAL
ADVICE WE OFFER:

> CONVEYANCING

> WILLS AND PROBATE

> DIVORCE AND FAMILY MATTERS

> CHILD CARE LAW

> CRIMINAL LITIGATION

> HOME VISITS ARRANGED

Tel: (020) 8778 1126
Email: enquiry@ewings.uk.com
Web: ewings.uk.com

Ewings

&Co Solicitors

Fatima @
Day Sat 7 &

9 am to 4pm Dec \

National Pilgrim
Virgin Statue of
Our Lady of Fatima
with the Relics of Saints
Jacinta and Francisco

Ss Philip & James
RC Church

Bedford, MK41 78X
Diocese of Narthampton

Contact
Fr Wayne Coughlin
Tel. 01234 352607

parishpriestbedford@gmail.com
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FIRESTARTERS’ GATHERING

In 2017, on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the birth of the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR), Pope Francis told those
gathered in Rome for the celebrations that the mission of CCR, as
a ‘current of grace’, is to share the Baptism of the Holy Spirit with
all those in the Church. He echoed this in June this year when he
established CHARIS, a Public Association of the Church, estab-
lished to serve CCR across the world. On that same occasion Fr

Raniero Cantalamessa, the preacher to the papal household, said:
"Legally, we are his children through baptism, but experientially we
become his children thanks to the action of the Holy Spirit that is
ongoing in our lives." It’s this sense of experience that helps us un-
derstand what the Church means by the term, baptism in the Holy
Spirit. As the word ‘baptism’ literally means, we are to be immersed
in the love of God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

On 5th October, leaders from CCR across the Diocese gathered in
Flitwick to consider this commission that Pope Francis had given
us. Each of us reflected on our own lives, and where we had en-
countered Jesus as a friend, and what difference that had made.

Building on that we spent much of the day in prayer for each other
and for the diocese, that all of us - as the people of God in
Northampton - would grow ever more open to the work of the Holy
Spirit and the difference he wants to make in all our lives; to grow
in confidence in the knowledge that “God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us”
(Rom 5:5). The question that each of us was left with, as we seek
to be obedient to Pope Francis, was how we might share this cur-
rent of grace, this outpouring of the Holy Spirit, this Baptism in the
Holy Spirit, in our parishes and local communities. Trusting in the
Lord, it remains a work in progress, so we continue to pray in hope:
Come O Holy Spirit; Jesus we trust in you.

GIFTS THAT MAKE
A DIFFERENCE

World Gifts are CAFOD's alternative charity
gifts that transform lives and support com-
munities to break free from poverty. These
virtual gifts are great presents for friends,
family, teachers — and most importantly,

around the world.

nesses.

this Christmas?

make a very real difference to families

World Gifts have already helped over 5,000
children to attend literacy classes — opening
doors to education and work and has

brought 100,000 animals to families —
helping to create countless small busi-

! This year, we have new gifts including
‘Change a woman’s world’, ‘Help for a
Hardworking Hairdresser’ and ‘Sewing
kit' to empower women to work and
earn a living for themselves. Could
you help transform a woman’s world

Some parishes have chosen to buy

gifts collectively and St Augustine’s parish in
Milton Keynes is one of them. They have
started a virtual village and parishioners who
want to contribute to a larger gift simply
make a donation to towards that gift. They
have a wonderful display at the entrance to
show what gifts they have bought so far.

Parish volunteer, Oliver Larkin, said, “Fr
Francis Higgins (pictured left) got us off to a
good start by asking our First Communicants
to consider donating some of the money
they received as gifts to share with the poor-
est in the world as part of the offertory on
their special day - raising over £1,700! We
are still at an early stage and we hope that
our village will grow in the weeks and
months ahead — especially with a Christmas
push for virtual gifts.”

ALL CHANGE IN
VOCATIONS

Bishop Peter has thanked Canon Mark Floody for his eleven and a half years service
as our Diocesan Vocations Director. Fr Andrew Richardson, Parish Priest of St John’s
and Holy Family in Luton, has been appointed in his place.

Vocations will not be new for Fr Andrew as he is already the President of the Confer-
ence of Diocesan Directors of Vocations. Canon Mark will remain a member of the vo-
cations team. Frs Andy and Mark are pictured left alongside our seminarians, newly
ordained and members of the vocations team.

The Vine December 2019



LORD, SEND LABOURERS INTO
THE HARVEST!

Jesus gave us a clear way to
invoke God’s blessing on the call
to serve the Church when he
told us to pray for it (Luke 10:2)!

Fr Michael Harrison, pictured
right, led prayer for vocations
with parishioners gathered at
Our Lady of Walsingham, Corby,
in September. They were one of
8 parishes to unite their Mass,
Rosary and Exposition with
others in the in the Diocese as
we petition for this great cause.
The Rosary Link unites such
prayer around our Diocese on a
quarterly basis.

Taking Our Lord at His word,
The Rosary Link for Vocations
was established in December
2004 at Our Lady of Perpetual
Succour, now our Diocesan
Shrine, as a collaboration
between Fr Damien Walne and a
parishioner from
Wellingborough.

The aim was simple: to pray for
vocations by offering the Mass
and the Rosary with Exposition.
This has flourished over the last
15 years so that there has been
a yearly average of 30 such
gatherings around our Diocese
in recent years, some attended
by Bishop Peter who has been
supportive and also encouraged
by so many people across the
Diocese who have been united

in this initiative.

As Father Andrew Behrens said
at one such gathering at St
Gregory’s in Northampton, the
effort we put in to praying for and
nurturing vocations will be told in
the results: the more effort and
care, the greater the results.
Whilst the cause for vocations to
the priesthood, diaconate and
religious life is a specific
apostolate, Fr Andrew also
reminded us all of our own
unique and God given vocation
in every walk of life;

‘Whatever your work is, put your
heart into it as done for the Lord
and not for human beings...’
Colossians 3:23

We believe that God has indeed
heard our prayers and have
been delighted that numbers of
seminarians have steadily
increased and maintained since
2004. We are blessed in this
diocese to have many dedicated
new priests including most
recently Fr David Donaghue.

Fr Damien, our Chaplain, died in
March 2015 and undoubtedly
continues as an advocate in
heaven. The Rosary for
Vocations has continued and
you are most welcome to join us
for any of these local dates
(some offering refreshments
afterwards!).

ROOTED IN

CORBY

Parishioners of all ages in Corby
joined together at one of their
churches, St John Ogilvie, for an
evening of adoration with live

praise and worship. The initiative,

called Rooted, was born out of a
desire to pray particularly for the

young people and youth ministry of Corby — knowing that it needs to
be ‘rooted in Christ’ through prayer. It proved to be a blessed
evening for all those involved and was supported by NYMO and the
Lux worship band ‘Three Tents’. One of the young people attending
remarked at the end that during the time of prayer it really helped
her to realise how many youth activities she’s been involved in the
last year, how many new friendships have been formed from them
and how blessed she has felt because of it. It is hoped the initiative
will become a more regular occurrence in 2020.

TR R
1 = s

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour, Great Billing —

Mon 2 Dec
6pm (Refreshments)

Tues 3 Dec Holy Cross, Bedford —
9.10am Morning prayer, 9.30am Mass, Rosary,
Refreshments

Thurs 5 Dec St Andrew’s, Cippenham,
8.30am Exposition, 9am Rosary 9.30am Mass
St Francis of Assisi, Shefford — 9.30am

Fri 6 Dec St Thomas Aquinas — Bletchley 8.30 am
Church of Divine Mercy, Slough - 8pm Rosary,
8.30pm Mass

Sat 14 Dec Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, W’boro - 10.30am

For further information contact Donna 07940 228227

Buckfast Abbey Trust Registered Charity number 23 ;

wﬁw.thkfast.brg.uk/voc ati
vocations@buckfast.org.uk
q_—;—%‘ , B

-

God calls to us constantly, longing to guide those who yearn for life and desire
to see good days into the way of peace. The Rule of Saint Benedict helps us to
hear God’s voice, in the Holy Scriptures, in the sacred liturgy and in our brothers
in community. If you are a single man longing to live your Catholic faith in a way
which brings great joy as it demands the best of you, consider whether God is
calling you to be a Benedictine monk at Buckfast Abbey.

Please reach out to us, and we will do all we can to help you.
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NRAVELNINSURANCE

ANNUAL TRAVEL
INSURANCE

TOP QUALITY COVER

JOE WALSH TOURS W

OBERAMMERGAU 2020

=1 SALZBURG, LAKE CHIEMSEE
g & OBERAMMERGAU

15 JUNE 2020 | 5 NIGHTS

From London

>
g

» Return flights from London

L, T

. » 2nights Salzburg
» 2 nights Prien am Chiemsee
» 1 night in Oberammergau
& » Passion Play tickets included (Cat 1)
» Daily breakfast and evening meal
» Boat ride on Lake Kénigssee

Contact Stefan for further details:
stefan.burkart@joewalshtours.ie

LONDON: 02034680617 | MANCHESTER: 0161 820 8790

Church Pews Uncomfortahble?
Why not try

safefoam

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PRS 0SN
www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first clss mail
When phoning please quote VIN101

Our Lady of Fidelity

The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.

Daily Mass is the
centre of community
life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.

Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY
Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS
Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579 4

Mobile: 07760 297001
Ministers of Religion

AN OLD CHURCH WITH
A VIBRANT COMMUITY

Last month | was invited to visit Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Aston Le Walls. The priest in charge,
Fr James Evans had invited me to see the oldest church in our Diocese. Attending Mass in this small
village on the edge of our Diocese, it became clear that the building may be old, but the congregation

are vibrant, welcoming and faith filled.

Sacred Heart has had continuous service of a priest for almost 300
years! The church of the Sacred Heart was opened in 1827 and the
school room next door four years later. Bishop Amherst, the second
Bishop of Northampton consecrated the church in 1859. The church
had a facelift in 1982, when marble chippings were added to the ex-
terior. The church was extended in 1991, and therefore closed for
several months. At the same time, the gallery was extended to in-
crease capacity and Mass was celebrated at the local Anglican
Church. Since 1688, there have been 33 priests resident or con-

nected to the parish.

On the day | visited, it was Mission Sunday and Fr James, encouraged the parish to be church of mis-
sion, looking outward so that more people can know of the work and love of God. As a visitor, | was
welcomed and introduced to many people and invited afterwards for coffee in the old school room. The
servers were smartly dressed and clearly very proud to be serving Mass under the guidance of an ex-
cellent Master of Ceremonies in this most beautiful building. It was a joy to be part of a church commu-
nity that smiled at visitors and clearly enjoyed the jokes of their pastor before, during and especially

after Mass!

PEACE RESTORED

On a dampish Saturday morning on 12th October,

Monsignor Tony McDermott rededicated the
restored cemetery of some 80+ Sisters who had

lived and taught many generations of pupils of the

former convent school(demolished in 1975).

The restoration project was a joint effort by both

the local borough council and the Notre Dame ‘Old

Girls’ Association, the latter having worked

tirelessly to fund raise and then organise both the

event and a splendid reception which followed in
the adjoining Friends(Quaker)Meeting House.
Among those present at the service were David
Laing, Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, the
Mayor of Northampton, Clir Choudary and three
Sisters of Notre Dame, English Province.
Between 80 to 100 former pupils, some with their
spouses also attended.

FoIIowmg the ceremony, Monsignor Tony, who has
now retired as the chaplain to the local
Association, was presented with a cheque in
recognition of his long service and support. Both
Mr Laing and others present were loud in their
appreciation of the NDA Association in keeping
alive the spirit of the school’s dedication to the
history of first-class education in Northampton.
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BUILDING

RELATIONSHIP

This year our Diocesan safeguarding commission
has been focussed on developing links with
victims and survivors of abuse in our Church. It is
hoped that these links will be a support for the
victims as well as aiding the learning of our
Diocese in the best ways of walking with those
who have suffered at the hands of those in our
communities.

For many years, Bishop Peter has met with victims
and survivors both as Bishop and prior to his
installation as Bishop. Recently, he has set more
time aside in his diary to meet with those affected
by abuse, either victims and survivors or their
friends and supporters. A victim and survivors
advisory group has been set up to guide the
commission in their work.

The commission felt that it was important to
accompany all those affected by abuse in prayer
and therefore, a Mass with a focus on them was
developed. It is hoped that the Mass will become
an annual date in the diary and that many more
members of our communities will come to stand in
solidarity with our brothers and sisters.

After communion, each person present was invited
to light a candle and place it at the foot of the
cross as a symbol of Christ the Light of the World
and Healer of All. Fr Francis Higgins celebrated
the Mass and led those present in the prayer for
healing:

God of endless love,
ever caring, ever strong,
always present, always just:
You gave your only Son
to save us by the blood of his cross.
Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace,
join to your own suffering
the pain of all who have been hurt
in body, mind and spirit
by those who betrayed the trust placed in them
Hear the cries of our brothers and sisters
who have been harmed,
and the cries of those who love them.
Soothe their restless hearts with hope,
steady their shaken spirits with faith.
Grant them justice for their cause,
enlightened by your truth.
Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts,
heal your people’s wounds
and transform brokenness into wholeness.
Grant us the courage and wisdom,
humility and grace, to act with justice.
Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labours.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen

Pictured top: Candles are lit for Christ,
healer of the world.
Middle: Inside St. Mary’s Catholic Church,
Woburn Sands.
Bottom: Bishop Peter with members of the
Diocesan Safeguarding Commission.

If you would like to know more about safeguarding
in our diocese, please contact our

safeguarding office, by email on
safeguardingadmin@northamptondiocese.com

. ™ ‘h;li your'n

_lfyou would 1
: 'a-c'ﬁer‘t'ise in this *
section please call”
Janet on 01440.730399

Benedict Funeral
Directors Ltd

=We are a family run
Catholic Funeral Directors

= 24 hour call out
= Order of Service printing

= Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels of Rest in
Henlow/Lower Stondon
and Houghton Regis

e-mail info@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Henlow/Lower Stondon
01462 337684
o R L e e

Haseldine Funeral Services
"Compassionate care when you need it most"
Independent Family Funeral Directors with over 15 years experience
We cover Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire
and Milton Keynes
» Cremations - Burials + Green Burials
« Private Chapel of Rest - Flowers - Catering
* Headstones - Pre paid Funeral Plans
* Home Arrangements * Personal Service

24 Hour Service

01234 757529

www.haseldines.co.uk
192 High Street, Cranfield, MK43 OEN
N L SN LD 1 il

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the whole world, now
and forever.

Say six times a day for nine days.

Golden

Charter : 4

O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee

Feast of the
Immaculate
Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

You are invited to a
Rosary procession/gathering to
pray for world peace.

Monday 9th December 2019

at the Angelus time of 6pm.
Meeting at
Christ the Cornerstone church
300 Saxon Gate West
Central Milton Keynes MK9 2ES

Our Lady promised: “The faithful
children of the Rosary shall merit a
high degree of glory in Heaven.

For more information please phone
Monica on 07401 366 330

St Anne, mother of Mary Immaculate,

pray for us
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CHILTERN CATENIAN’S SUPPORT
NOAHS ARK HOSPICE

Every year the President of Chiltern Catenian Circle choses a char-
ity for which he would like the brothers of the Circle to raise money.
During his year as President, Odran Steed asked the brothers of
Chiltern Circle to raise money for Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice
which was in the process of building a new children’s hospice on a
72 acre site in Barnet. This was to be called “The Ark” and was
completed a few months ago. HoT : Ty 2009

M Nochs ArkChildrenisHospice | 227500]
As a result of the generosity of the brothers who supported raffles, R ,&Mdﬁ% =
made a charity visit to the theatre and gave individual donations,
Odran and Margaret Steed were able to visit the newly opened Ark
and present a cheque for £3,225 to the charity. The picture shows
Odran and Margaret with Rebecca Lowe who is the Corporate and
Community Fund Raiser for the hospice.

Qs S

Their mission is to provide care and support for children and young
Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospice provides support for babies, chil- people from birth who have a life-limiting or life-threatening condi-
dren and young people with life-limiting or life-threatening conditions tion. Their aim is to enable them to live full lives and to achieve their
and their families in North and Central London and Hertsmere. It's a  aspirations and to ensure that families are able to live life as fully as
home-from-home for seriously unwell children, where they can be possible while their child is still alive and go on to face the future
children and not just patients. with hope after bereavement.

MONTH OF
MISSION

Sr Mae (third from the left) and several parishioners of Holy Cross
Church, Bedford prepare prayer scrolls as part of their contribution
to the Extraordinary Month of Mission. Each prayer scroll contains
the name of a First Holy Communion candidate and a request for
prayer for all young people. In turn the young people have prayed
for parishioners. The scrolls are to be blessed and distributed at

Mass on the final Sunday of October.
i

You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the solutions are the same.
So, if you want to try the CRYPTIC puzzle, for instance, but are unsure, use the QUICK
clues to help you work out the solution.

Similarly, if you try the QUICK clues, use the CRYPTIC clues to help you prove the solution

CRYPTIC Across scribe of Esdras (6) 22 Where David fought
7 Descendant of Cain church find feeble at first (6) Goliath: healthy, but keeled over (4)
8 Archbishop's grandmother is going after chap with drugs
(6) QUICK Across
9 Caesar is distinguished put against our lot (8) 7 Descendant of Cain, husband of Adah and Zillah
10 Take back-road from Arctic region and find something (6)
fishy (4) 8 Cardinal John ------ : Archbishop of Westminster
11 Noah'sson'sclosingborder(4) (1963-1975) (6)
13 Sounds upset, look you, one in the Sanhedrin (8) 9 Caesair, first Roman Emperor
14 Hilly part of London obviously needs elevated access (8) (27 BC-14 AD) (8)
18 Cleric in East Anglia's first to work in Iceland (4) 10 Edible scombroid fish (4) 23
20 Tribe place top Levites in confinement (4) 11 Son of Noah, ancestor of both Jews and Arabs,
21 In favour of action: words are for a book (8) and the language group still spoken (4) . . . .
23 Some signs of a familiar Australia comeback, with 13 One of the conservative aristocratic Jewish
backing of support the key (6) priesthood named possibly after Zadok (8) Rome's greatest defeat (6)
24 Does this stress a Mediterranean type? (6) 14 London N67 (8) 12 Where in Gilead Jacob saw God's angels before
18 Icelandic books of epic mythological tales and poetry (4) reuniting with Esau (8)
CRYPTIC Down 20 Extended family, especially in Scotland (4) 15 Homes with domes? (6)
1 Book to ban at university and church (6) 21 OT book consisting of adages from various Israelite 16 Andean beast of burden (6)
2 InLe Mans | almost get to grips with an ancient road sages (8) 17 One of the principal names by which God is designated
rager (4) 23 Imaginary belt illustrating the progress of heavenly in the Hebrew Scriptures (6)
3 ltis a bit theatrical, this article on a Greek wate bodies (6) 19 One of the five who wrote down the visions of Esdras (6)
goddess (6) 24 Print-type used for emphasis, literary titles, etc (6) 22 Valley where David fought Goliath (4)
4 Pursued, but remains virtuous, we're informed (6)
5 Get Durer to re-imagine the Danish queen (8) QUICK Down
6 Is able to name many lost after classic battle (6) 1 Apocryphal book named after Jeremiah's secretary (6) SOLUTION
12 Ham, a main reason for David's headquarters being 2 Crazy driver, named after the charioteering king of Israel ‘yel3 ze
here (8) in 2 Kings (4) ‘elugeq 61 ‘wiyol3 L1 ‘eoded|y 91 ‘soo|b| G} ‘wieueyep g1
15 Homes are individual with great cloakrooms (6) 3 One of the 50 Nereids in Greek myth (6) ‘aeuuR) 9 ‘OpnIUA9) G ‘paseyD p ‘shivyl € ‘Nysr g
16 Beast for the mountain, one Colombia-bound (6) 4 Hounded (6) ‘yonieg | :umo(q "olje}| $Z ‘OeIpozZ £Z ‘SqIonoid LZ
17 Almighty crater after road is all dug up (6) 5 Hamlet'smother(8) ‘ueln 0z ‘epp3 81 ‘@1eBYDBIH 1 ‘99onppes ¢ ‘ways LI
19 Died with atmosphere to a degree upsetting for a 6 Great battle of the 2nd Punic War (216 BC), the scene of ‘euny gl ‘snmsnbny g ‘UBUSOH g ‘YodWEeT / :SS0IIY
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OBERAMMERGAU & THE CASTLES
AND LAKES OF BAVARIA 2020

One of most iconic Passion Plays in the world, performed over one summer every decade, the
Oberammergau Passion Play is a magnificent sight to behold. Take in this fantastic spectacle along with
the mysterious castles and forbidden forests of Bavaria.

Days 1-2. London to Fiissen. We meet at our dedicated
Departure Office at St Pancras, where we travel by Eurostar to
Paris in Standard Premier Class. We continue to Stuttgart by First
Class rail where we overnight. Day 2 sees us travel to the picture
book village of Fiissen on Germany’s Romantic Road, where we
stay for four nights.

Day 3. The Zugspitze Railway. Today we enjoy an enthralling
journey on the Zugspitze Railway (Standard Class) which makes
the journey to the summit of Zugspitze, the highest mountain in
Germany. Trawling through pine trees and foothills, the delightful
carriages offer breathtaking views of the Zugspitze mountain
range. The final leg sees us take a cable car to the very top, where
we have free time.

Days 4-5. Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau Castles.
Our excursion today takes us to the glorious Neuschwanstein
Castle. This fantastic fortress is a stunning sight, and is famously
the inspiration for Disney’s ‘Sleeping Beauty’ castle. We also visit
the delightful honey coloured castle of Hohenschwangau in the
pretty village of the same name. Day 5 is at leisure to enjoy the
charms of the quintessentially Bavarian Fussen.

Day 6. The Oberammergau Passion Play. This morning, we
travel to Oberammergau where we check into our hotel. Today is
the undisputed highlight of our tour - the Oberammergau Passion
Play, and our top tier tickets grant us some of the best seats in
the house. This extraordinary once-a-decade event dates back to

o

This tour may be suitable for reduced mobility passengers. Please call for details. Book with 100% confidence, flight-inclusive holidays are ATOL or ABTOT protected, non flight-inclusive holidays are protected by
ABTOT. Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices shown are per person, based on 2 people sharing. Prices may change prior to and after publication. Itinerary may differ depending on the departure date you

the 17th century, and is run by the residents of the villages with a
cast and crew of over 2,000. The production covers the Passion
of Jesus Christ and is famous for its scale, history and quality. An
enormous amount of work goes into each production, which a
myriad of fantastic props, costumes and backdrops. The play is
split into two three-hour halves, with a two-hour break in which
we enjoy a special dinner.

Days 7-8. Nuremberg. Leaving Oberammergau this morning, we
travel by rail (Standard Class) to Munich, and continue to Nuremberg,
where overnight. On Day 8, we travel in First Class to Frankfurt
before connecting with the Eurostar back to London via Paris.

FRANCE

- By Rl Neuschwanstein Castle '::"GarmiSCh Partenkirchen
B Eibsee

—— By Coach

o Nights in hotel AUSTR'A

cal 01904 730936

or visit www.GreatRail.com

choose. Terms and conditions apply. Please call for further details. Calls will be recorded.

GREAT RAIL
JOURNEYS

Neuschwanstein Castle

8 DAYS
FROM £2,595

WHAT'S INCLUDED

e Fully escorted by a UK Tour Manager from start
to finish

e All rail travel throughout

e 7 nights’ hotel accommodation including
4 nights at the 4-Star Schlosskrone in Flissen
and 1 night at a 5-Star hotel in or around
Oberammergau

¢ 12 meals including 7 breakfasts and 5 dinners

e Top category tickets to a performance of the
Oberammergau Passion Play

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS

e Neuschwanstein and Hohenschwangau

e Journey on the Zugspitze Railway to the summit
of the Zugspitze

e Special dinner in Oberammergau during the
interval of the Passion Play

DEPARTURES
8 DAYS
2020
12 JuL SOLD OUT | 6 SEP SOLD ouT
19JUL SOLD OUT | 20 SEP £2,695
2AUG £2,795 | 28 SEP £2,595
9AUG £2,745
9 DAYS®
2020
21AUG £2,795 | 11 SEP £2,795
28 AUG £2,795

*Spend two nights in Oberammergau with an extra day of free time.

Tour code: BAE

feefo

As of 11th November 2019

to book or request your free brochure

e

SBABTA

The Travel Association

AvsOCATION or
Etara R THNT
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Scripture Notes

By Fr Jeremy Corley

ISAIAH'S HOPES FOR A SAVIOUR

As the days shorten and we prepare for
our celebration of Christmas, the
Church gives us the season of Advent
to help us get ready for Christ’'s coming.
Although living conditions have greatly
changed since Our Lord was born 2000
years ago, our human situation is simi-
lar in many ways. Our world is marked
by conflict and division, yet we long for
all the nations of the world to unite
peacefully. Isaiah expresses this hope,
which we believe becomes possible
with the coming of Christ.

On the First Sunday of Advent (1st De-
cember), we hear Isaiah’s vision of the
Jerusalem temple raised up on a high
hill, with all the nations of the world
gathering to worship the one true God.
From Jerusalem, God’s message of
love and peace will spread out to the
whole world. In this vision, the nations
will convert their military weapons into
farm implements and will abandon their
preparations for war.

We believe that Christ’s coming makes
possible this transformation from con-
flict to peace, because he reconciles us

all. We look on the baby lying in the
manger, who softens our hearts from vi-
olence and points us to our shared hu-
manity that unites us all.

We hear Isaiah’s prophecy of a new
king on the Second Sunday of Advent
(8th December). In today’s world of
complex problems, we need the wisdom
of this descendant of David, this off-
shoot from the stump of Jesse.

On him will rest God’s Spirit, bringing
gifts of wisdom and understanding,
counsel and fortitude, knowledge and
fear of the Lord. Baby Jesus will grow
up to offer us God’s wisdom, lived out
with fortitude. By dying and rising again,
he will enable us to receive the Holy
Spirit who will give us these gifts. Dur-
ing Advent we pray for the Holy Spirit to
make us new.

The Isaiah reading that we hear on the
Third Sunday of Advent (15th Decem-
ber) offers a wonderful vision of the
desert blooming with wild flowers and
God returning to his people. As a result,
the eyes of the blind will be opened,

and the lame will leap like a deer.

In our world of today, many people long
for health of mind or body. When Christ
came to this earth, he cured the physi-
cally blind and the lame. He also healed
those blinded from seeing God or from
recognizing their neighbour. He restored
spiritual strength to those incapacitated
by sins committed or hurts received.
Our Lord still has the power to heal us
today in body, mind or spirit, if we turn
to him.

Finally, on the Fourth Sunday of Advent
(22nd December), we hear Isaiah’s
prophecy of a royal baby who will have
the name of Emmanuel, “God with us.”
In the prophet’s own time, the people of
Jerusalem faced a crisis of leadership.
Many longed for a new king to guide
them wisely into the way of peace.
Isaiah promised that a maiden would
give birth to a child, who would be a
sign of God’s presence with his people.
In its original context, the prophecy
probably referred to King Hezekiah,
who became a wise and strong king for
the people of Jerusalem.

But in Matthew’s Gospel, the fulfilment
of the prophecy goes beyond human
expectation, because it is a virgin, Mary
herself, who will give birth to the
Saviour. Her child will be more than a
sign of God'’s presence with us—he will
be God’s own Son living on earth.

The royal child to be born will be not
merely a human like us. He will receive
the name Emmanuel, meaning “God
with us.” Whereas God was with the
people of Israel in the Jerusalem tem-
ple, he now comes among us in a small
baby. As St John reminds us: “The
Word was made flesh and dwelt among

us.

In today’s tumultuous word, we long for
peace and wisdom, for healing and
good leadership. Christ can give us
these gifts through his coming among
us. Ultimately, he can lead us from the
weakness of our earthly lives to the
glory of heaven. And so, our Advent
prayer is simple: “Come Lord Jesus,
come and save us.”

[For background notes on the scrip-
ture readings see www. tarsus.ie]

WE WOULD

LIKE TO

THANK THE SCHOOLS
ON THIS PAGE FOR

SUPPORTING THE PAPER

CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Henshaw Road,
Wellingborough NN8 2BE
Headteacher
Mr C Robinson
Telephone 01933 224900

St Thomas of Caniérbury
Catholic Academies Trust

Your local Catholic Schools in Northampton:

St Gregory’s Catholic Primary

St Mary’s Catholic Primary

The Good Shepherd Catholic Primary

Thomas Becket Catholic Secondary

Visit
to book a personal tour

We look forward to welcoming you soon

The staff and pupils
would like to wish
readers of the Vine
a Happy and Holy

Christmas

High Wycombe Campus
St Michael’s Catholic School
Daws Hill Lane
High Wycombe
Buck HP11 1PW

Aylesbury Campus
St Michael's Catholic School
Weedon Road
Aylesbury
Bucks HP19 9PG

BEDFORD

CATHOLIC
SCHOOLS

A TRULY UNIQUE JOURNEY

RO CATHOLICSCHOO

2RO CATHOLICS CHOOLS

y JOINUS
FOR A

TRULY

sf UNIQUE
JOURNEY

ST JOHN RIGBY PRIMARY
ST JOSEPH'S & ST GREGORY'S PRIMARY
ST THOMAS MORE SECONDARY
INSPIRIT ST THOMAS MORE TEACHING SCHOOL

Executive Principal: Mr Tony Bishop
Tel: 01234 334635
bedfordcatholicschools.org
W @BedsCatholicEd
[FiBedfordCatholicSchools

@

Part of the Cathcom Group:

The Online Catholic
since 1997

~CatholicDirectoty..

YOU CAN SUPPORT

spiritual and social help for
the sick and suffering !

learn more here:
obitel-minsk.co
st.elisabeth.shép@gmail.com

GATALIGUS

St Blisahsth Convent

Would you like to-advertise
your-company.in

The Vine

Contact Janet on
01440 730399.or
janett@cathcom.org

It’s a greatiway to promote your
business and support your
chuch paper
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