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v B ishop Peter left his home at Bishop's

House in Northampton on Monday 9th
March for the final time. His belongings had
been taken to his new home outside Winchester
as he prepares to settle into retirement. As the
J staff at Bishop’s House waved him off there were
| no dry eyes! He waved as he left, having taken
| tea and cake with all the staff for the final time at
. 11.00am. We wish him well for the next part of his
. journey and know that we will see him again from
time to time. Bishop Elect David Oakley arrived at
Bishop’s House on the afternoon of Friday 13th
. March. He had the weekend to settle in before
meetings began on Monday morning. Visitors to
the 11.00am Mass on Sunday 15th March were
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Wayne Ricketts

New contemporary and traditional
stained glass designed, made and
fitted.

Professional repairs and
restoration.

Website: customstainedglass.co.uk
Email: wayne ricketts@btconnect.com
Tel: 0117 955 5390




CORONAVIRUS  DATES FOR YOUR

AND WATER
MANAGEMENT

DIARY

APRIL 2020
We are all aware of the outbreak of Coronavirus
that is hitting the UK and advice is currently 09TH CHRISM MASS, NORTHAMPTON CATHEDRAL
being updated daily by the government. We 10TH GOOD FRIDAY
would like to remind all parishes of the impor- 12TH EASTER SUNDAY
tance of heightening general hygiene throughout  y5H YOUNG ADULTS BRUNCH, WWW.NYMO.ORG
fﬂe pa”dSh' €. .d's'”k‘:ec“r?g Wor'jt"p:'hdoor han- 5orH XLT IN LUTON WITH DOM QUAGLIA AND SARAH KROGER

€s and ensuring that the supply of hot water 541, XLT IN BEDFORD WITH DOM QUAGLIA AND SARAH KROGER
and hand wash is available. Simple hygiene
measures like washing your hands with soap and
water often, and avoiding people who are unwell, MAY 2020
can help stop viruses like coronavirus spreading.

. L _ 01ST XLT IN MILTON KEYNES WITH DOM QUAGLIA AND SARAH KROGER
inked to this, It Is now a good time to look at  oonp BLAZE, CONFIRMATION CONFERENCE DAY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE
‘F’)‘;‘r‘irsr‘:"a;‘:g ”ch;‘eargfe”r:fp“;r;’trjgf‘é;e"Z'Ife('j”r;OemhIy 04TH XLT IN CORBY WITH DOM QUAGLIA AND SARAH KROGER
to ensure hot water temperatures are achieving 16TH CATHOLIC BASICS, ADMIN@NORES.ORG.UK
over 50°C (unless a thermostatic valve is fitted 30TH YOUNG ADULTS BRUNCH WWW.NYMO.ORG
then this must reach 43°C)?

_ _ JUNE 2020
Advice has now been circulated that all stoops /
E‘;”;nﬁ?egtgenrd“ﬁetrohfﬂgign Ceorggat;”efrsh?srﬁsto 01ST ROSARY LINK FOR VOCATIONS, ST GREGORY'S, NORTHAMPTON
therefore a good chance to disinfect such stoops 05TH ROSARY LINK FOR VOCATIONS, SLOUGH 7.00PM AND BLETCHLEY
and to create a schedule for emptying / disin- 10AM
fecting going forward once in use again. Good 06TH WORDFEST, WWW.NORTHAMPTONDIOCESE.ORG/WORDFEST
Water Management will not only help limit the 09TH ROSARY LINK FOR VOCATIONS, DUNSTABLE, 09:30AM
Spread of Coronavirus but will also decrease the 12TH ROSARY LINK FOR VOCATIONS, ST JOSEPHS IN BEDFORD.
risk of Legionella - another unpleasant disease 7:30PM
with potentially severe consequences. For more  20TH ROSARY LINK FOR VOCATIONS, GREAT BILLING, 10.00AM
advice around water management please contact 20TH CATHOLIC BASICS, ADMIN@NORES.ORG.UK
the Property Department. 24TH ROSARY LINK FOR VOCATIONS, WELLINGBOROUGH, 12 NOON

Social Care Health and Education

(SHE) Recruitment is a Care Quality
Commission (CQC) and Companies House
registered agency. Although based in Milton

the emblem of suffering and shame.

We provide

« Live in carers (long and short term)

« After hospital discharge support carers and nurses

« End of life care support

« Sitting services whilst carers go away for a day or night

+ Waking nights staff

- Staff are experienced and DBS cleared. Friendly, kind,

honest and gentle carers and nurses.
We provide services for clients who are privately funded and those
on direct payment.
Please contact Gertrude on Mob 07988698468
Email gertrude.munyongani@sherecruitment.co.uk
Challenge House, Sherwood Drive,
Milton Keynes, MK4 6DP

Keynes we have carers that will come and
support you in the comfort of your home.

Rosary gathering to worship
the most Sacred Heart of
Jesus and to thank Him for
His most Holy Death.

Meditating on Our Lord's passwn the
Sorrowful Mysteries:
1. The agony in the garden
2. The scourging at the pillar
3. The crowning with thorns
4. The carrying of the cross
5. The crucifixion
Spy Wednesday, 8th April 2020
around 1pm after holy Mass
Meeting at
Christ the Cornerstone church
300 Saxon Gate West
Central Milton Keynes MK9 2ES

Our Lady of Sorrows pray for us.

YOU CAN SUPPORT

spiritual and social help for
the sick and suffering =%

learn more here:
obitel-minsk.comn
st.elisabeth.s

GATALOGUS

St Elisabsth Somvent

For more information please phone
Monica on 07401 366 330

On a hill far away stood an old wooden cross,

Getting into
print

Send news reports, photos and other material to the Diocesan
Communications Manager and editor Neil Roseman email -
communications@northamptondiocese.com. We promise to
print your news as soon as we can find space for it. Material
should be emailed whenever possible. Send photographs in
jpg format, as separate attachments, and not embedded in

Word documents. All items should reach us by the first
Sunday of the month before publication.

Parental permission must be sought before photographs of
children are sent for publication. While we accept unsolicited
feature articles, we reserve the right to edit the text or not to
publish. Letters for publication must include a name and

@,
W\Q(:all IUII\.-

The Online Catholic
Dlrectory smoe 1997

Il U\;LUI yorg

email address, which will be omitted on request.
The content of each issue is decided by the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessarily those of the
editor or of the diocese. The publisher of The Vine deals with
all advertising. To place an advert ring 01440-730399. For
difficulties with distribution contact the editor.

Publisher: Bellcourt Ltd, N2 Blois Meadow Business
Centre, Steeple Bumpstead, Haverhill, Suffolk, CBg 7BN
Telephone: 0207 112 6710
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-

resentatives
from our Pas-
toral Areas
along with
others in-
volved in cate-
chesis in the
Diocese gath-
ered at the RE
Centre on Sat-
urday 14

Catechist rep- (

March for our first Annual General Meeting for Catechlsts They shared what
was happening in catechesis from their areas and also reflected on develop-
ments in catechesis in the Church. The AGM follows on from catechist gather-
ings in parishes and Pastoral Areas that have been established in the last year

to support our catechists.

During the meeting they also explored the Diocesan Catechist Brochure,
which is now available from the Nores website. This carries full details about
the support and training available for our wonderful community of catechists
in the Diocese. As well as the Bishop's Certificate in Catechesis, which is of-
fered over 4 levels, there are also other opportunities such as a retreat for

CATECHIST’S AGM

support & Training
for Catechists

Catholic Diocese

catechists and a session introducing the YouCat for Kids resource. After a 1 . of

busy morning of prayer, conversation and reflection on the issues we face to-
gether our committed group of catechists headed home to share the news

with their parishes and fellow catechists.

For catechists wishing to find out more please read through the online
Catechists Brochure (this is also available in hard copy on request from the
NORES Office) or contact Alex Heath at the NORES Office for more information

and to book a course.

SVP ANNUAL LUNCH IN
MARLOW

For over 30 years, the SVP
Conference at St. Peter's, Marlow,
has

organised an annual lunch for the
elderly, lonely and housebound
every February, designed to offset
the post-Christmas “Blues” and to
bring people some welcome respite
from the gloom of winter: hence its
nickname, the “Snowdrop Lunch”.

This year's event took place just
recently and again proved a popular
success. As ever, the guests were
welcomed from the wider local
community (Catholic and non-
Catholic alike) and sat down to a
delicious meal prepared by our
sister parishioners of the TWA. This
was accompanied by a variety of
desserts and wines and ended with a
prize draw.

The occasion was enhanced by the
presence of the Mayor and
Mayoress of Marlow, CllIr. Richard
Scott and his wife, Linda, who both
took time out to circulate among the

guests and the stalwart band of
volunteer helpers and drivers. This
helped to ensure that the event was
a most enjoyable opportunity for
socialising, as well as dining.

The volunteers themselves came not
only from the SVP and the Parish
itself, but also, (like a number of the
guests), from the wider Marlow
community (a tribute to the modern
day ecumenical spirit within that
community).

As always, our volunteers excelled
themselves, engaging in a variety of
necessary activities, not only in the
advance preparation of the event,
but also in setting up the Parish Hall
(beautifully laid out so as to bring
an early foretaste of Spring to the
occasion), serving and waiting at
tables, clearing up afterwards, and
transporting many of the guests to
and from the venue.

All in all, a most enjoyable
community occasion.

Northampton

Alex Heath is the Adviser for Adult Faith
Formation and Chaplaincy. He has worked in
our diocese since 2007.

You can contact by him email on
heath@nores.org.uk

Buckfast Abbey Trust Registered Charity number 232

’SOLi,

Rlllb of.St,

God calls to us constantly, longing to guide those who yearn for life and desire
to see good days into the way of peace. The Rule of Saint Benedict helps us to
hear God’s voice, in the Holy Scriptures, in the sacred liturgy and in our brothers
in community. If you are a single man longing to live your Catholic faith in a way
which brings great joy as it demands the best of you, consider whether God is
calling you to be a Benedictine monk at Buckfast Abbey.

Please reach out to us, and we will do all we can to help you.
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Work on the large open space continues to progress.
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Fr Mark Floody admires the view from the large windows look-

ing over the garden and Bishops House.

The main space will be flexible using dividers to create
differing size rooms. It is hoped that receptions for diocesan
functions will be hosted in this space

sk L e

The Cathedral Centre looks big on the outside and is
big on the inside!

EDRAL
MAKING
GRESS

Fr Mark Floody, Dean of our Cathedral in Northampton
discusses plans with Ben, the site manager.

The new Cathedral centre in Northampton is making great
progress as we aim to open the centre this summer. Work has
developed swiftly over the last few weeks with the scaffolding
being removed from the side of the building and the windows
being put in - it really looks

impressive!

Canon Mark Floody, Dean of our Cathedral was delighted with
progress recently as he took a tour of the building with the
site manager and architect. Fr Mark was shown the different
spaces including the main hall area, which can be divided into
smaller spaces, office space which will be housing Cathedral
parish staff and Fr Mark. At the top of the building in the old
coach house, there will be a café for public use which we hope
will be managed by external professionals.

Fr Mark said “It has felt like a long time coming but the end is
in sight...or is it the beginning!

I am delighted that so many people will be able to make use
of this wonderful building when they visit our Cathedral”.
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DID YOU
THINK
LEPROSY

For thousands of years
leprosy has been the
scourge of poverty-stricken
communities across the
world and, sadly, it still
exists in many countries
today. The disease
frequently leads to severe,
life-changing disabilities
and those who suffer from it
are often excluded by their
community, and struggle to
fend for themselves.

Donate at

124 years dedicated to the
relief of suffering

St Francis Leprosy Guild has
been dedicated to the relief of
suffering caused by leprosy

|

# ©Medical Missionaries of Mary

for more than a century, during
which time many religious
sisters, brothers and priests have
made it their life’'s vocation to
care for those with the disease.
Today we are determined to build
on their legacy and seize our
opportunity to help beat leprosy
once and for all.

A leprosy-free world is
finally within sight

Just a few decades ago,

more than five million people
were being diagnosed with
leprosy every year, their

lives destroyed physically,
emotionally and socially by the
disease. Today, this number
has reduced significantly but
remains stubbornly at over
200,000 new cases annually,
worldwide. St Francis Leprosy
Guild is committed to achieving
a leprosy-free world and we
genuinely believe that it is now
within sight, if only people like
you are prepared to help.

Early detection can stop
leprosy in its tracks

Leprosy is curable and since
the World Health Organisation
made multi-drug treatments
freely available 16 million people
have been cured of the disease.
New cases of leprosy tend to

be concentrated in isolated
communities where people

are still living in dire poverty
and have little or no access to
healthcare. If leprosy is to be
stamped out for good, your
support is needed to train local
healthcare workers who can
reach out to these communities.
By supporting early detection
and treatment - before the
disease takes hold - you can
help to prevent untold suffering.

If you are able to send a
donation of just £30 today,
you will help us support around
30 inspirational partners,

such as the Bombay Leprosy
Project. This is training local
healthcare volunteers to work
both in the slums of Mumbai
and surrounding rural areas, so
they can monitor people for early
symptoms and provide prompt
medication.

Help to beat leprosy for good

St Francis Leprosy Guild and its partners are working with
remote and marginalised communities across Asia, Africa and
South America. Please send £30 today using the form below
or donate online at www.justgiving.com/stfrancisleprosyguild.
Together, let’s seize the opportunity to create a leprosy-free
world and help put an end to people’s suffering at last.

I Here is my gift of: £30[ | £60[ | £100[ ] Other £ DA2019
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms
I By Cheque/Postal Order/CAF Voucher (to St Francis Leprosy Guild) Visa/MasterCard/Amex/Maestro |
First Name (delete as appropriate)
I Surname Card no. Issue no. (Maestro only) I
| IEENEEEN NN EEEEIEEEEE !
Address Expiry dat | dat s itv cod
I Xpiry date Ssue date ecurity code (3 digts on the back THANK YOU! I
L P L L secason
g Pocooe ER/ER/ AR
I Ermail Name on card Date I
mal Please return this form with your gift to:
I Telephone St Francis Leprosy Guild, 73 St Charles Square, §F|_G ST FRANCIS LEPROSY GUILD |
London W10 6EJ.
I I
Please fill in your name and address. We will never pass on your details to any other organisation and will treat them with respect.
I we will use the personal information you have provided to process your donation and to contact you with news of our work. If you would prefer not to I
I receive further communications please tick this box | |or you can call us on 020 8969 1345 to let us know which communications you would like to I

receive. To read more about how we value your privacy, visit www.stfrancisleprosy.org

This appeal has been made possible thanks to a supporter’s kind legacy

Registered Charity Number 208741
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THE YOUTH MINISTRY

Our Diocesan Youth Ministry Conference
took place on Saturday 7™ March with
almost 40 youth ministers from across
our diocese gathering together. NYMO,
the Northampton Youth Ministry Office
treated them to a day of insights, re-
sources, modelling of good practice,
latest research and a fresh strategy for
parish youth ministry.

The day began with the news that the
morning’s keynote speaker, Fr Paul Far-
ren, from the Diocese of Derry, was un-
able to be with us. He was due to fly
from Northern Ireland the day before
but, due to the coronavirus his diocese
had refused him permission to travel
across the sea. Neil and Beccy Roseman
stood in at the last moment to

present their interpretation of ‘Christus

e

“...and when you arrive where we
have not yet reached, have the
patience to wait for us."

Pope Francis ev s

Vivit’, the Apostolic
Exhortation follow-
ing the Synod of
2018. They spoke
of young people’s
desire for authentic
accompaniment
not entertainment!
They were able to
give practical ex-
amples of accom-
paniment in action
from their com-
bined 40 plus
years’ experience
ministering to and
with young people.

There were three workshops to choose
from; the relational model, LifeTeen - a
parish programme and outreach. Pope
Francis encourages us not to just con-
sider those young people who are within
our walls already but to create a youth
ministry that goes beyond the confines
of our boundaries out into the world.

Joining us for the day was Danny Curtin.
Danny is the current CEO of the young
people’s charity Million Minutes and one
of the authors of the latest research into
catholic young people in the UK, ‘Com-
plex Catholicism’. Danny was able to
lead us skilfully through a journey as we
recognised how the research data en-
hanced the gravity of ‘Christus Vivit’.

The highlight of the day was a panel of
young people, who were able to answer
guestions from the youth ministers pre-
sent, honestly and openly. These young
people taught us the importance of rela-
tionship and not getting caught up with
numbers! As one put it “Small groups
are best because we can get to know
each other and speak more intimately”.

With an enjoyable and plentiful lunch,
the day closed with some practical steps
of how to get started on this fresh ex-
pression of youth ministry. The

RENCE

opportunity to connect with other peo-
ple from different parishes who share a
care for young people was invaluable.
Our desire to ‘do’ something for our
young people is natural but what they
asked for through the research and the
synod was for us to ‘be’ something.
The next Youth Ministry Conference is
on Saturday 10th October. Email
fiona@nymo.org for more information.

EPISCOPAL ORDINATION

This month we have gone to
print early due to the coron-
avirus. We have genuine con-
cerns that we may not be able to
print and deliver the newspapers
if we leave it any longer. There-

fore, we ask for your under-
standing, especially with the
omission of the episcopal Ordi-
nation of Canon David Oakley. At
the point of writing we do not
know if it will happen in the way

we have planned or on a smaller
scale. Naturally we would have
hoped that this edition would be
filled with pictures and words
from this wonderful celebration
but like all best laid plans..

Please continue to pray for
Bishop (Elect) David and all our
diocese as we enter a new
phase of our mission to share
the Gospel.
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A FRESH APPROACH TO
YOUTH MINISTRY

In September 2010, we wel-
comed Pope Benedict VXI to
the UK. Before he came the
paper talk was entirely fo-
cused on abuse of minors by
members of our Church. In
the few days he spent in Eng-
land and Scotland Pope Bene-
dict changed not just peoples
minds but also their hearts.
Significantly, he also changed
the way we approach Catholic
youth ministry.

Pre-2010, most youth min-
istry consisted of hiding a
bible under a pizza box!
Youth leaders had to find
sneaky ways of getting God
into the conversation. ‘Fun’
was the name of the game;
the number one priority, “if
they enjoy themselves they
will come back”. Although
this is true in some part it is
not the full story. We know
that young people have other
aspirations too, such as being
fulfilled, deeper thinking
time, tackling issues. Then, in
walked Pope Benedict, sud-
denly thousands of people
(including hundreds of young
people) sat or knelt silently in
Hyde Park in front of the
Blessed Sacrament. No intro-
duction, no razzamatazz,
simply Jesus.

By 2013, our approach to
youth ministry across our
diocese had also begun to
transform. The games and
pizza approach was gone and
a bold, courageous youth
ministry was born.

Encounter replaced games as
the priority of our ministry.
Pope Benedict had reminded
us all who we were and more
importantly, who we should
focus on. He had given our
youth ministers courage to
trust our Lord, and so we did!

At our next youth residential
weekend, ‘Lux’ we introduced
our teenagers to Adoration
and Benediction, and none of
us could have predicted the
outcome. These moments of
silent praise, face to face with

Jesus transformed our young
people and our youth minis-
ters. Furthermore, it was the
focus of their evaluation
forms too; they wanted more
of Him! At our youth summer
camp Jesus present in the Eu-
charist takes centre stage.
Even amongst the thrills of a
day at Alton Towers or climb-
ing and abseiling, Jesus is the
most anticipated and desired.
Believe me when | say that |
am not referring to young
people who are somehow ab-
normal but ordinary, street-
wise young people who you
would know.

Encounter, is now a key focus
to our parish youth strategy.
Encouraging volunteer parish
youth ministers to be bold
and courageous, trusting that
it is Jesus Christ who our
youth are searching for.

Fast forward nine years and
Pope Francis issues the post
synodal Apostolic Exhorta-
tion, Christus Vivit. This in-
credible letter to youth
ministers, clergy and young
people is the basis for
NYMOQ'’s fresh and challenging
strategy for engaging
teenagers in our churches.
Youth groups in isolation are
no longer recommended
along with regular group
meetings that come and go.
Through the Synod of 2018,
we know young people are
asking for authenticity and
consistency. They want to
know “Are you who you say
you are?” And “Are you going
to be around when | don’t live
exactly as you (our Church)
say | should?”. So the much
more daunting prospect of
accompaniment is recom-
mended. Walking alongside
our young people as they
enjoy and endure life, even
when they leave the path we
would wish for them. Walking
with them as they make mis-
takes, struggle with who they
are or make decisions that
are ‘against the rules’. All the
time, waiting for a brief
opening to lead them (and us)

to an encounter moment. The
days of parish youth minis-
ters being available for 2
hours a week are behind us -
successful youth ministry is
now 24/7 availability!

This parish youth ministry
strategy is fresh but it is not
new. This is the call of the
second Vatican council:

"Adults ought to engage in
such friendly discussion with
young people that both age
groups, overcoming the age
barrier, may become better
acquainted and share the
special benefits each genera-
tion can offer the other.
Adults should stimulate
young persons first by good
example to take part in the
apostolate and, if the oppor-
tunity presents itself, by of-
fering them effective advice
and willing assistance. By the
same token young people

should cultivate toward adults
respect and trust, and al-
though they are naturally at-
tracted to novelties, they
should duly appreciate
praiseworthy traditions."

Accompaniment is a skill
which can be learnt. Our
church is not about quick
wins, we are focused on the
long game - walking side by
side together (with our young
people) towards sainthood.

Our diocesan youth ministry
team, NYMO, would love to
come to your parish to meet
with those interested in ac-
companiment of young peo-
ple so that you too can
transform the lives of our
young people and walk with
them on our road to Saint-
hood. Email fiona@nymo.org
or visit
www.nymo.org/parishes for
more information.

MOMECIEIID ™1 AnInE'e
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ADVENTURE
[Julia]Beacrof

Monsieur Claude’s Great French Adventure
By Julia Beacroft

Available online at Amazon, Book Depository
And Austin Macauley Publishers - £10.99p

Monsieur Claude, the ‘Beanie Baby’ crab, is upset and
worried. His family lives in France and he would dearly
love to visit them because his mum hasn’t been well. His
owner, Jamie, is going on holiday to Paris but only two of
Jamie’s ‘Beanie Babies’ can go with him. And Monsieur
Claude isn’t chosen to be one of them... However, the rest
of his ‘Beanie Baby’ friends devise a cunning plan to
smuggle Monsieur Claude into Jamie’s backpack! But
disaster strikes at the airport when Monsieur Claude falls
from the bag! Will he be rescued? Will he ever see his
owner again? The little crab has a thrilling series of
adventures along the way, but will he ever be re-united
with his mum?

Age 6-8 years

Format: Paperback
Pages: 38 pages
Category:
Modern & contemporary
fiction (post c 1945)
ISBN: 9781528905862
£10.99
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TOP QUALITY COVER

JOE WALSH TOURS VYA

PILGRIMAGES 2020 "’Emmﬁ
MEDJUGORJE Py

12819 MAY & 2 JUNE | 7 NIGHTS (79 £

From Manchester pps

» Direct return flights to Croatia
» Breakfast & evening meal served daily
» Staying near St. James's church

» Full religious programme

» Guided tour of the Shrine, Hill of Apparitions
and climb to Mt. Krizevac

ORGANISE YOUR GROUP PILGRIMAGE!

» Direct flights from various airports in the UK

» Special incentives for group bookings based
on group numbers

» Free promotional materials to assist your tours =

» Fully licenced and bonded Tour Operator
for your full financial protection

&

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the whole world, now
and forever.

Say six times a day for nine days.

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

safefoam

top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green,
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of Foam & fabrics sent by first class mail.
When phoning please quote VIN101

Would you like to
advertise in

The Vine

Contact Janet on
01440 730399 or
janett@cathcom.org

AFOD LENT
UPPORTERS

CAL

Saturday 22 February saw an-
other wonderful CAFOD sup-
porters’ day held at St
Augustine’s Church, Milton
Keynes. Over 50 people from
twenty- two parishes in the
diocese were represented.

It was a very affirming, in-
forming and inspiring day.
CAFOD coordinator for the
diocese, Deborah Purfield,
thanked everyone for their
amazing support. She reiter-
ated how CAFOD works
through “local experts” to
help communities develop
long term. We heard about
some amazing local experts
like Sr. Consilia from Zim-
babwe who, having been
treated for malaria herself, is
now a trained pharmacist
helping to fight HIV, malaria,
typhoid etc.. In the past year,
not one person in their clinic
has been lost to illness. What
an achievement!

We had an interactive session
led by Oliver Larkin, a parish
volunteer at St Augustine, on
how to inspire fellow parish-
ioners during the short talk at
mass. He said, “Don’t be
nervous and be yourself. If
you are inspired, you will in-
spire others!” This gave us

rrrrrr

renewed eagerness to go
back to our parishes to de-
liver the talk and do more.

We had a chance to share
what we did in our parishes.
Some collected unwanted
items (phones, old coins,
jewellery etc..), and sent it off
to “Recycling for good
causes” who give the pro-
ceeds to CAFOD. We had
others who got the youth in-
volved in selling small Easter
eggs (housed in knitted
chickens!) and delivering the
short talk. Another great idea
was having “a pound table”
from unwanted Christmas
and birthdays items. We
picked up great tips to try in
our own parish!

Ged Nolan, volunteer Cam-
paigns coordinator, encour-
aged us to raise awareness of
the plight of those in need
through our voice. This has
had amazing success! Sup-
porting campaigns by prayer
and signing a petition, telling
others about it, buying Fair-
trade goods and acting for
the climate were some of the
ways we could put our faith
into action.

We were very fortunate to

have CAFOD’s director, Chris-
tine Allen, share her experi-
ences. What an inspiring and
encouraging lady! Christine
saw how, with CAFOD’s sup-
port, fresh water saved lives,
better hygiene and access to
water released girls to attend
school with dignity on her trip
to Africa.

Christine also spoke of her
attendance at the UN General
Assembly and even got to
meet Pope Francis when she
attended a Caritas Interna-
tionalis meeting! She was
delighted that over 300 MPs
were lobbied last year saying,
“it was a great witness to the
work of the love of God and
spread of the Gospel”. Chris-
tine certainly inspired every-
one to keep going.

Ka-Yee (CAFOD volunteer - St
Augustine) made a beautiful
card and we all filled it with
well wishes for Bishop Peter.
This was handed to him later.

What an inspiring day! From
informed speakers to com-
mitted CAFOD supporters.
We all left enthused to sup-
port the parish in its ministry
through CAFOD.
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Don’t Screen Us 0ut'

Shockingly published figures highlight that 90% of
babies who are prenatally diagnosed with Down’s
Syndrome are aborted.

Heidi Crowter, a 24-year-old woman from Coventry
who has Down’s syndrome, has joined forces with
Cheryl Bilsborrow of St Mary’s parish in Great
Eccleston, to launch a landmark case against the UK
Government under the banner ‘Don’t Screen Us Out’
over the current discriminatory abortion law which
allows abortion up to birth for Down’s syndrome.
Cheryl has a two year-old son Hector with Down’s
syndrome. Cheryl recounted a conversation she had
following a prenatal test when she was offered a
termination for Hector at 38 weeks gestation because
Hector happened to have Down’s Syndrome. Cheryl
replied in shock and disgust "I’ll pretend | didn't hear
that."

Currently in England, Wales and Scotland, there is a
general 24-week time limit for abortion, but if the
baby has a disability, including Down’s syndrome, cleft
lip and club foot, abortion is legal right up to birth.

Appearing with Cheryl on the Victoria Derbyshire show
in February and doing several media interviews Heidi
said: “At the moment in the UK, babies can be aborted
right up to birth if they are considered to be “seriously
handicapped”. They include me in that definition of
being seriously handicapped - just because | have an
extra chromosome! Can you believe that?

What it says to me is that my life just isn’t as valuable
as others, and | don’t think that’s right. | think it’s

Cheryl with big sister Tilly and Hector

recommendations and didn’t change the law. So now, |
am going to take the Government to court with other
members of the Down’s syndrome community to make
sure that people aren’t treated differently because of
their disabilities.”

Can you help Heidi
and Cheryl?

]pli your needs

If you would 1
aa"er’t“lse in this °
sectron please call~
Janet on 01440730399

Benedict Funeral
Directors Ltd

= We are a family run
Catholic Funeral Directors

= 24 hour call out
= Order of Service printing

= Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels of Rest in
Henlow/Lower Stondon
and Houghton Regis

e-mail info@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Henlow/Lower Stondon
01462 337684

downright discrimination!

The United Nations Committee on the Rights of

Persons with Disabilities recently said that the United
Kingdom should change its abortion law to make sure
that people like me aren’t singled out because of our

disabilities.

Sadly, the Government decided to ignore their

crimination/

Heidi and her legal team have set up a CrowdJustice
crowdfunding page to help raise the initial £20,000 to
start legal proceedings, pay for legal advice and begin
the preparation of the case. To find out more and to
make a contribution to the case please

visit::/ /www.crowdjustice.com/case/downrightdis-

THREE IN ONE

APRIL IS QUITE an expensive
time for me, each year as we
have three family birthdays that
month - my daughter-in-law
and my own twins. It may be
twenty-seven years since they
were born, but | can distinctly
remember an episode that
occurred when | was expecting
them...

Accompanied by my husband,
we had gone to the hospital for
my second scan. We had just
about recovered from the shock
of the first one, when we were
told that we were going to be
the proud parents of twins!
Then my husband told me that
he was disappointed that they
hadn’t found a third baby at
that second scan - and he was
serious! Needless to say, | was
astounded and also very
relieved that this hadn’t, in fact,
happened!

There is a school of thought
which suggests that both bad

By JULIA BEACROFT

things and good things can
come in threes. I’'m not too sure
of the veracity of this, but it is
true that trilogies work well,
ornamental groupings always
look better in threes and a
three-course meal is usually a
recipe for success!

The number three is a highly
significant biblical and
theological number, of course.
God calls Samuel three times,
the Magi brought the infant
Jesus three gifts; Jesus goes
back to the Garden of
Gethsemane to pray three times;
and he also repeats the phrase
‘feed my sheep’ to Peter three
times. Peter, of course, had
previously denied Christ three
times. It further goes without
saying that we can’t talk about
the number three in this context
without referring to the
significant fact of Jesus rising
from the dead after a period of
three days. In fact, in Jewish
culture at that time, three days

after the time of death indicated
that a person was truly dead, so
this made Jesus’ resurrection all
the more remarkable for the
people of that era - and
obviously this didn’t happen by
chance.

Finally, we can’t consider the
number three without looking at
the Trinity. God is three in one -
the Godhead - Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. Our God is a
trinitarian God above all other.

And so, whether our good and
bad things come in ones, twos
or threes, we can always be
assured and reassured that we
worship, adore and give thanks
to a God who is three-in-one. |
myself, may not have received
three babies for the price of
one, (two was quite enough!)
but my faith shows me that
three is, and continues to be, a
significant number in our lives.
Thanks be to God!

Haseldine Funeral Services
"Compassionate care when you need it most"
. Independent Family Funeral Directors
We cover Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire
and Milton Keynes
+ Cremations - Burials + Green Burials
+ Private Chapel of Rest - Flowers + Catering
+ Headstones - Pre paid Funeral Plans
» Home Arrangements - Personal Service
+24 Hour Service

01234 757529

www.haseldines.co.uk

192 High Street, Cranfield, MK43 OEN

Golden

Charter .*

01895 832220 (24hr)

22 Penn Drive,Denham, UB9 5JP
email: dalefuneralservice @gmail.com
www.dale-sons.co.uk

Granite headstones with san
Prices start from £990

Our Lady of Fidelity

The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.

Daily Mass is the
centre of community
life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.

Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY
Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS
Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobhile: 07760 297001
Ministers of Religion
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FOND FAREWELLS TO
THE DAUGHTERS OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT

Holy Cross Conference in Bedford said farewell to their mem-
bers, Sr. Margaret and Sr. Mae whilst enjoying a tea party fol-
lowed by prayers in The Sister’s Chapel.

For some time, the Sisters have been the mainstay of our Con-
ference and at one time when there was a shortage of members,
their support prevented our Conference going into abeyance.
They tirelessly carried out numerous visits caring for many peo-
ple in hospitals, Care Homes, Foodbanks and their homes.

Their contribution to Bedford’s community, particularly at Holy
Cross Church and the SVP Conference over many years has been
truly remarkable.

We will miss them very much and will always be grateful for the
support they gave us. The late, Mahatma Gandhi once said
“There are no goodbyes for us. Wherever they are, they will al-

ways be in our hearts”.

On Saturday 25th April SPUC  The chain will be from 11am

Northampton are forming a to 1pm but you could join us
Pro-Life Chain on St Peters at any time.

Way Northampton. It will be a

silent act of witness to the If you can help us then please
lives of 9 million unborn ba-  contact William Currie on
bies killed by abortion since ~ WPcurrie@btinternet.com , or
the implementation of the tel 01604 499833.

Abortion Act on 27 April
1968. Please will you come
and join us?

If we could save the life of
just one baby or help a
woman who has suffered
trauma following an abortion
then there will be great re-
joicing in Heaven.

In order to make the chain we
need a minimum of six peo-
ple and being a group of just
four we need your help.
Please will you help us in this
witness?

Our Lady of Guadalupe Pa-
troness of the Unborn-pray
for us

DEACONS IN TRAINING

On Saturday 14th March, our diocesan deacons-in-training
joined other men and their wives from other dioceses to continue
their training at St John’s Seminary in Wonersh. Gerard and Lanre
are in their second year, whilst Oliver is his first-year training.
These great men give their time, one day per month to discern
and learn as they prepare for life as a permanent deacon.

The day begins early with morning prayer followed by lectures,
then Mass before a beautiful lunch, where the trainee deacons
serve the food to their guests - good practice for parish life!
After lunch there is diocesan time, where each month a different
person joins them to teach and discuss a topic. After yet more
lectures they finish their day with vespers before returning home.
| know you will join us in praying for Lanre, Gerrard and Oliver as
they continue to serve the Lord in this vital ministry.
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REDEDICATING
ENGLAND AS
THE DOWRY

History shows us that when the
people pray a surrender to God’s will
for their lives, society is transformed.
By taking up this personal dedication
in 2020, you can be a part of the
renewal of this nation, drawing
ourselves closer to the will of our
loving God, through Mary.

On 29™ March the Rededication will
take place throughout the country,
and you are invited to take part. Mgr
John Armitage, the outgoing Rector
of the Shrine at Walsingham is
encouraging as many people as
possible to participate in this great
moment, “People often ask why don’t
we have a big event at Walsingham
or Wembley Arena? And | say, ‘We
want as many people as possible
across our whole country to
participate, not just those in an

PLEASE SUPPORT O

Use the QUICK clues to help

QUICK Across

1 Those from Asia Minor with Charlie murdered
Sicilian (9)

6 One tribe's adopted son, the first from Seleucia to
become king in Parthia (7)

7 Gold's next after dropping half off by Sword Beach
river (4)

9 Peter Nally's intrinsically indestructible (7)

10 Repeated theme brings staleness to essence of
duet (5)

11 He foresaw, in dividing bread, hard time to return
(6)

13 Elegant lieutenant to ex-England manager’s not
quite English (é)

16 Cripples saint, and blacksmiths? (5]

18 For St Peter’s he wrote an unfinished dirge, retro-
style, following everyone else (7)

20 Mildew found in the US, and many an

arena’”. IN our own diocese, there
will be a Marian procession in Ss
Philip and James Catholic Church,
Seven Way, Bedford and Bishop
(Elect) David will be celebrating the
11.00am Mass in our Cathedral in
Northampton on Sunday 29" March.
This Mass can be viewed live through
our diocesan streaming service,
www.northamptondiocese.org/live

You are invited to respond to
rededication in two ways; by praying
The Angelus Promise, a prayer in
which we say “yes” in union with Our
Lady through the words of the
Annunciation and through a
Communal Entrustment, as the
people, we will, once again, renew
the vows of dedication made to Mary
by King Richard Il, praying together
the Act of Entrustment.

UR ADVERTISERS

—~N\J

Crossworgd,

you work out the solution. 16

10

13 |14

15

17 18 19

ancientplace in North Wales (4)

21 Card needed to enter a hospital in Gadite
town (7)

22 Mad Seneca's angry being representative
of yrian city (9)

QUICK Down

1 Indian division English players head (5)

N

Part of old Italy for Santa to drop in on a number
(7)

Cellist's a class apart (6)

Cool American? Idiot's totally revolting (5)

Mate of Daniel's gone funny after lying in (8)

0 o8 O N W

Wicked heathenism divided saint shortly
abandoned (8]

12 What road engineer has to inform carmaker? (7)
14 Almost rude and extremely trite book of verse (7)

Raised roads, for example, in an African country (7)

21

15 About to ‘allez’, as they say, landing in France (6)
17 Very bad place sees Norman bishop entering ex-
tremes of sadism (5)

19 Gill's going to order round (5)

SOLUTION

'90019 61 ‘WOPOS L] ‘sieje] G| ‘91ebinA ¥1 ‘ploja) ZL
‘yeiwayaN g ‘obaupaqy 9 1ebauag g ‘Jjooy ¥ ‘sjese) g
‘elueanT g '9)se) | :umo( ‘dusdsewe( gz ‘yiodewy Lz

‘P10 02 46211y 8L ‘S8119 91 '8319AS €1 ‘UBYieN L ‘@nbng

01 '1BUJD1IT  'BUJQ £ ‘'SOIBSIY 9 ‘'SURIDINIY | iSSOIDY
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Scripture Focus

By Fr Jeremy Corley

St Matthew’s long account of Jesus’
suffering and death is the gospel read-
ing on Palm Sunday (3rd April). When
we lose someone we love, we often
seek to remember as many details as
possible about their last days and
hours. Similarly, all four gospels provide
lengthy accounts of Jesus’ death.

While the basic story is shared with the
other gospels, Matthew includes a few
unique features. For example, only
Matthew mentions the unsuccessful in-
tervention by Pilate’s wife and the gov-
ernor’s subsequent gesture of hand
washing (27:19-25).

Pontius Pilate was a wily Roman gover-
nor, who was sometimes not afraid to
provoke the people of Judea. For in-
stance, he upset the Jewish population
by trying to bring Roman military in-
signia into the Jerusalem temple, al-
though their images of Tiberius Caesar
broke the Jewish Law.

In the account of Jesus’ passion,
Matthew reports a message sent to Pi-
late by his wife when he was seated on
the judgments chair. Because of a re-
current troubling dream about Jesus,
she urged her husband to have nothing
to do with him.

Her dream shows us that not all the im-

PALM SUNDAY

perial establishment wished to see
Jesus dead. The dream represents the
voice of conscience, or perhaps a sub-
conscious perception that executing
Jesus was wrong.

After Jesus’ birth, his foster-father
Joseph acted on another dream to take
the young child to safety in Egypt, away
from King Herod’s murderous inten-
tions. By acting on his dream, Joseph
saved Jesus' life. Yet on this occasion,
Pilate does not act on his wife’s dream,
but instead allows Jesus to be exe-
cuted.

However, to express his ambiguous
feelings about the death sentence, Pi-
late calls for water and washes his
hands in front of the crowd. Does this
action really absolve him of blame? Pi-
late seeks to pretend that he is not re-
sponsible for the death sentence that
he has just passed.

The Jewish law had a ritual of hand
washing when the body of a murder
victim was discovered, and the killer
was unknown (Deuteronomy 21:6-9).
But here the Roman governor actually
decreeing the death was washing his
hands. In an earlier century, the prophet
Isaiah had warned the people: “Your
hands are covered in blood. Wash,

make yourselves clean. Take your
wrongdoing out of my sight” (Isaiah
1:15-16).

Matthew then reports the crowd’s re-
sponse to Jesus’ death sentence: “His
blood be on us and on our children.”
Often in past centuries, this verse was
cruelly misused to justify ill-treatment of
the Jews.

But the Vatican Council teaches us: “Al-
though the Jewish authorities pressed
for the death of Christ, what happened
in his passion cannot be charged
against all the Jews, without distinction,
then alive—nor against the Jews of
today” (Nostra Aetate, paragraph 4).
Matthew was aware of the destruction
of the Jerusalem temple, previously
foretold in the gospel (24:2). Some of
the crowds, with their children, would
rebel against Roman domination in 66
AD, but the Romans would brutally
crush this Jewish revolt in the year 70.
This devastating event could be viewed
as punishment for the crowds involved
in demanding Jesus’ death.

But in his 2011 book (Jesus of
Nazareth, volume 2), Pope Benedict
suggests another interpretation: “These
words are not a curse, but rather re-
demption, salvation.” If we believe that

Jesus willingly shed his blood on the
cross to save everyone, could it be that
unwittingly this crowd was actually (in
the divine plan) calling for Jesus to
save them through his blood?

Noting that Matthew’s account speaks
of all the people demanding Jesus’ cru-
cifixion, Pope Benedict declares:
“Matthew is certainly not recounting his-
torical fact here. How could the whole
people have been present at this mo-
ment to clamour for Jesus’ death?”
Moreover, according to the angel’s an-
nouncement to Joseph before the nativ-
ity, Jesus’ mission will be “to save his
people from their sins” (1:21). Surely,
by shedding his blood Jesus does save
his people from their sins.

These details from St Matthew, describ-
ing the way Jesus was sentenced to
death, add poignancy to our prayerful
reflection on the crucifixion. Pilate had
S0 many opportunities to spare Jesus,
but failed to do so.

Sometimes we fail to respond to Jesus’
mercy, and instead relapse into our
sins. As we contemplate Jesus giving
up his life to save us, let us pray for the
grace to see him more clearly, love him
more dearly, and follow him more
nearly, day by day.

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AND SMALL CLASS SIZES
WHERE EVERY GIRL MATTERS

ST

WHOLE SCHOOL OPEN MORNING
SATURDAY 10th OCTOBER 2020, 10.00am - 12.00 noon

THE ONLY LEADING INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC GIRLS’
DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL INTHE AREA
NURSERY { PRE-PREP  PREP { SENIOR { SIXTH FORM
For girls aged 4 to 18 with co-educational nursery.

THORNTON, MILTON KEYNES, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, MK 17 OHJ

THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM 0000
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THORNTON COLLEGE EXISTS TO PROVIDE QUALITY EDUCATION. REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 247358

TO THANK THE
SCHOOLS ON
THIS PAGE FOR
SUPPORTING
THE PAPER

CAREER DEVELOPMENT

Our highly trained and experienced

Professional Development Courses

inspiritteachingschool.org.uk

teaching staff offer a full range of

for teachers.
Browse and book online

& INSPIRIT
‘gg? St. Thomas More Teaching School

Tyne Crescent, Bedford, MK41 7UL
Tel: 01234 400222

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC PRIMARY
SCHOOL

HENSHAW ROAD,
WELLINGBOROUGH
NN8 2BE
HEADTEACHER
MR C ROBINSON
TELEPHONE 01933 224900

Oour website has
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