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Bishop Peter went to a packed St
Teresa’s Church in Beaconsfield on
Saturday 8th February to concelebrate
Mass with fellow priests at a special
diocesan celebration of Marriage and
Family Life.  
Most of the congregation, numbering

several hundreds, were from all over the
Diocese and joined Bishop Peter in cel-
ebrating their wedding anniversaries.
As well as nine couples celebrating their
diamond anniversaries there were eight-
een couples celebrating their golden
anniversaries and many celebrating
other anniversaries.
In his homily, Bishop Peter stressed

the importance of the lifelong commit-

ment of marriage, not only to the loving
couples themselves but also to the
Church and society.  Their intimate love
for each other was a sign of the love of
God.  He talked also of the joys and
sorrows that they would all have expe-
rienced and shared during their mar-
riages as well as the necessary forgive-
ness that they would have had to show
each other on occasions.
The Bishop blessed the congregation

during the Mass and the married cou-
ples pledged anew to love and honour
each other, to love and support their
children, and to share with them all that
they valued.  Prayers were also offered
for those who were married; preparing

for marriage; for those bereaved, or dis-
tressed by their companion’s health or
well-being; for those in all kinds of dif-
ficult circumstances and moments of
need; and for those who were divorced
or separated.
The eleven or so Catholic organisa-

tions in the Diocese who work in support
of marriages were thanked.  As the
Catholic Church in England and Wales
was also praying that weekend for an
end to human trafficking, the Bishop
asked the congregation to follow the
example of Pope Francis and be open
always to the needs of the poor and
oppressed.

Michael Phelan (Deacon)
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NORTHAMPTON DIOCESAN
PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES

22 - 29 AUGUST 2014

JOIN US ON OUR PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES
The Northampton Pilgrimage to Lourdes (under the umbrella of the

Catholic Associaı on, which includes the dioceses of Cliı on, East Anglia,
Northampton, Portsmouth, Southwark with the Briı sh Province of
Carmelites and Stonyhurst College) has over a hundred years’
experience of bringing pilgrims to Our Lady’s shrine in the

French Pyrenees.
Our Lady asked St Bernadeı e to: “Go, tell the priests to bring people here

in procession and have a Chapel built here”. Our assisted (sick or
disabled) pilgrims are at the heart of our pilgrimage to Lourdes, and we

welcome anyone interested in coming to the beauı ful shrine. The
CA have an experienced team of helpers - nurses, doctors and

non-medical volunteers who support and care for our assisted pilgrims.
If you are interested in coming on pilgrimage, please either contact

Rev Damien Walne on 01604 406410 or
frdamien@ourladyandstanselm.org
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Tel: 01440 730399 

Send news reports,
photos and other
material to the news
editor, Mrs Margaret
Busby, 1 Bewcastle
Close, Bedford, MK41
8BQ: e-mail:vine02@
globalnet.co.uk We
promise to print your
news as soon as we
can find space for it. 

Material  should be e-
mailed whenever pos-
sible. If this cannot be
done for digital pic-
tures they should be
sent to us on
disc.Send photo-
graphs in jpg format
as separate attach-
ments, and not
embedded in Word
documents. Urgent
and dated items
should reach us by the
first Sunday of the
month before publica-
tion. 

A booklet of advice on
writing news reports
for The Vine is avail-
able on request. 

Parental permission
must be sought before
photographs of minors
are sent for publica-
tion.

While we accept
unsolicited feature
articles, we reserve
the  right to edit the
text or not to publish.
Letters for publication
must include a name
and address, which
will be omitted by
request.

The content of each
issue is decided by
the editor, Fr. Paul
Hardy,email: vine01@
btopenworld.com 
Views expressed in
The Vine are not nec-
essarily those of the
editors or of the
Diocese. The publish-
er of The Vine,
Bellcourt, deals with
advertising. Those
wishing to place
advertisements should
telephone 01440
730399. Difficulties
with distribution should
be referred to Mrs
Busby. 

Getting
into
print

In his first ordinary public
Consistory, Pope Francis elevated
19 of the Church’s prelates to the
rank of Cardinal - including
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President
of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of England and Wales.
At the start of the celebration on
February 22 in St Peter’s Basilica,
the Holy Father Pope Francis
warmly embraced his predecessor
Benedict XVI, seated not far from
the new Cardinals. In his homily,
Pope Francis urged the members
of the College of Cardinals to
allow themselves to be led by
Jesus. He reminded them too, of
the need to think “as God does”
and not to be “tempted to think as
men do.”??He also said the
“Church needs you, your coopera-
tion, and even more your com-
munion, communion with me and
among yourselves.”
Cardinal Nichols received the red
biretta and the cardinalatial ring
from Pope Francis and was
assigned the titular church of The
Most Holy Redeemer and St
Alphonsus in Rome.

At a press conference at the
English College in Rome on the
following Monday, Cardinal Vincent
Nichols reflected on the
Consistory, and his new role.
“The Consistory and the Mass with
Pope Francis yesterday were for
me  first of all a very vivid
reminder of  the experience of the
universality of the Church. I think
everybody has said that - Pope
Francis has said so himself .. but
to be among 18 new Cardinals
from 15 different countries and only
four of the Europeans,  begins to

make it very clear where the
strength of Catholicism lies and
how important it is that the College
of Cardinals reflects that diversity
and universality of the Church. So
now I sit next to a Cardinal from
Managua and he and I will slowly
get to know each other .. it
reminds me over and over again
to think of the Church purely from
the  point of view of Europe is not
to see the whole picture. 
“One other thing I will take back is
a sense of pride in the choir of
Westminster Cathedral which came
and sang at the two pontifical
events and young Colin who sang
the Psalm in St Peters  yesterday,
the senior boys chorister.  

A Mass with Solemn Rite of
Welcome for His Eminence was
held at Westminster Cathedral on
Friday 28 February. Cardinal
Vincent processed through the
West Doors from Cathedral Piazza
along with individual possessions
of three English Cardinals from the
Reformation. These artefacts sym-
bolized the Catholic Church’s con-
nection to the Reformation
Cardinals: The signet ring of
Cardinal St John Fisher (c1469-
1535), the pectoral cross of
Cardinal Reginald Pole (1500-
1558) and the crozier of Cardinal
William Allen (1532-1594). Cardinal
Vincent has a particular devotion
to John Fisher and following fur-
ther studies has written a book
about the saint who inspires him.
Pictures: top, receiving the red hat
and ring; below, Pope Francis
comes to greet the boys of the
Westminster Cathedral choir.

New Catholic Internet Radio
“Heavens Road” has started live
broadcasts of Daily Mass. Each
week over 230 services, from over
16 different parishes here and in
Ireland, will be broadcast for the
housebound and those unable to
attend Mass.  Not only can you
hear the Mass but you can watch
it too!  This must be a first - a
RADIO station that broadcasts live
pictures as well. You can join in
the prayers, responses and even
sing along with the hymns.
‘Heavens Road’ is based at St.
John’s seminary, Wonersh. Mass
is broadcast throughout every day.
Control/Click on this address, and
then on Live Masses.
http://www.heavensroadfm.com/v
ols/ .

Pope Francis has appointed
Bishop Donal McKeown, Auxiliary
Bishop of Down and Connor, as
Bishop of Derry. Donal McKeown
was born and brought up in
Randalstown, Co Antrim.  After
local primary education, he attend-
ed Saint Mac Nissi’s College,
Garron Tower (1961-68). From
1968 to 1973, he studied at
Queen’s University, Belfast, while
staying in the diocesan seminary
at Saint Malachy’s College. He
graduated from QUB with an hon-
ours degree in German and Italian.
He then undertook five years study
of philosophy and theology in
Rome at the Gregorian Pontifical
University, being ordained a priest
for the Diocese of Down and
Connor by Bishop William Philbin
in Randalstown on 3 July 1977.

Rome

DerryWonersh
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On Sunday, 23rd February, Mgr Peter Hocken
celebrated his Golden Jubilee of priesthood in the
historic town of Hainburg, in East Austria, where
he has lived since the end of 2008. He had
been ordained priest on 23rd February, 1964,
also a Sunday, by Bishop T. Leo Parker, in St.
Augustine’s, High Wycombe. Bishop Peter took
part in the jubilee celebration, and Archbishop
Kevin McDonald preached. Concelebrating with
Fr Peter were Fr Mariusz Orczykowski OFM
Conv, from Lublin, Poland, and the parish priest
of Hainburg,  Fr Othmar Posch. The church was
filled with parishioners of Hainburg, and some
sixty friends of Fr. Peter, mostly from Austria and
Slovakia. The parish choir, who only sing on
major feasts and special occasions, sang a Mass
of Charles Gounod. The Mass was in German,
but with one reading in English, and the gospel
read by deacon Johannes Fichtenbauer of
Vienna in both languages. The Bidding Prayers
were said in five languages (Hungarian and
Polish also) by different guests, and a prayer for
the Ukraine  from the parish. At the end of Mass
the Burger meister  (Mayor) of Hainburg, Herr

Josef Zeitelhofer, made a presentation to Fr
Peter and also gave two wine glasses with the
town’s name and heraldic device to both visiting
bishops, and there was a presentation from the
parish council.

All present were invited for refreshments to Fr
Peter’s house, about 200 metres from the
church, also within the medieval city. Many came
from the parish- with a curiosity to see how the
house which many knew from years ago has
been refurbished – and there was a sit-down
dinner for 45 people, a number that fits nicely
into the large meeting room. The two bishops
sang with vigour ‘Ad Multos Annos’, apparently
not familiar to most others present.

Fr. Peter received a card from Cardinal
Schonborn, the Archbishop of Vienna, whose
presence was required in Rome for greater
events. On this card the Cardinal wrote ‘Dear Fr
Peter, Lieber Mitbruder! With so many thanks
and gratitude for all your work. It’s a blessing to
have you with us. 

Yours in Christ, 
+ Fr Christoph C. Schonborn  op’. 

In his homily the
Archbishop said that
fifty years is a long
time for anyone and
fifty years of priest-
hood is a time of pro-
found thanksgiving to
God for the grace of
priesthood and for
what God has done in
and through the min-
istry of those he has
called. 
Those of us who

have gathered togeth-
er for this Mass will
want to express
thanksgiving and
appreciation of a min-
istry which has been
quite different and
special. Mgr Peter’s
journey has been
somewhat unusual.
But few would doubt
that Peter has been
led by the Holy Spirit
on a journey in the
course of which he
has made a unique

contribution to the life
of the Body which is
the Church. 
I have known Peter

for over forty of his fifty
years of priesthood
and our paths have
crossed and
recrossed.  
I see Peter’s priest-

ly life as falling into
three phases. The first
one is his time as a
student and a teacher
of Moral Theology.  I
had to take over the
teaching of Moral
Theology when the
Holy Spirit called Peter
away from Oscott
College, the seminary
where he had been
teaching, to become a
member of the Mother
of God Community in
Maryland USA.
Fortunately for me he
left behind him his
notes which were a
model of wise and

balanced analysis of
the main themes of
Moral Theology that
had to be presented to
the students.
When Peter went to

the United States in
1976, he had already
been involved in
Charismatic Renewal
for some years and it
has been central to his
whole sense of identi-
ty and to his mission
as a priest, writer and
theologian. His twenty
years with that com-
munity in America
were profoundly form-
ative for the develop-
ment of his role and
profile in the Catholic
Church and also in the
wider Christian com-
munity. His spiritual
and theological com-
mitment has been rad-
ically ecumenical from
the outset - grounded
in spiritual and theo-

logical conviction and
not just in good will.
The same can be

said for the other
dimension of Peter’s
apostolate - the dia-
logue with Messianic
Judaism. Again this is
a discernment of and a
response to a vital
dimension of Christian
and ecclesial identity -
looking directly at the
pastoral and theologi-
cal need for Hebrew
expressions of
Christian and Catholic
faith.
But it is the same

person, the same
Peter who has been
led on this journey into
different areas of
Christian life and spir-
ituality. It has been a
personal journey with
its own inner continuity
and integrity. It is of
that integrity that the
word of God speaks to

us today. “Be holy as
the Lord your God is
holy!” That message is
for us all. It is quite
simply a call to seri-
ousness - a reality
check. Personal
integrity and spiritual
commitment are not
two separate agendas.
They imply and require
one another.  We
need to hear that call
as Peter has heard
and responded to it. If
there are compromises
in our lives, or areas

where the self-life is
still in control, at the
very least we need to
recognize it and seek
the grace of healing
and repentance, of
new vision and new
life.
We, all of us need

to acknowledge that
we, like Peter, have a
unique calling and are
on a unique journey.
We need to develop
ever greater clarity
about what God is
calling us to do and to

be. At times we may
resent our calling and
the place we seem to
have in God’s purpos-
es.  We may feel that
the hand we have
been dealt is unjust. If
so we must continue
to return to the Word
of God which alone
can enlighten us on
our journey and give
us strength and per-
spective. God’s word
must progressively
take root in our lives.
Let us be open, there-

fore to what it offers us
and to what it will cost
us. And let us give
thanks for the 50
years of life and min-
istry of Mgr Peter
Hocken who has pur-
sued his priestly life in
openness and fidelity
to the Lord who calls
us all. 

Ad Multos Annos
Archbishop Kevin
McDonald

Archbishop Kevin’s homily

Golden Day for Mgr Peter

Blessed Pope John Paul II and John XXIII will be canonized on April 27,
2014 which is Divine Mercy Sunday, the Feast of Divine Mercy

established by Blessed Pope John Paul II  in the Jubilee Year 2000.

We are privileged to have the opportunity to have
Sr Justyna Klimek  who entered The Congregation of
the Sisters of Our Lady of Mercy in Warsaw, Poland

on 1st September 1997 to come to our diocese and give
talks on Blessed John Paul II and the

life of St Faustina.

Sr. Justyna Klimek will be holding two talks at
each of the following events

Saturday 26th April 2014 
Holy Mass 7.00pm
St Frances of Assisi RC Church

25 High Street, Shefford, Bedfordshire SG17 5DD 
Contact: Fr Benny Noonan    
Phone:  01462 711702

Sunday 27th April 2014 2.30pm (No Mass)
Holy Ghost RC Church,

33 Westbourne Road, Luton Beds LU4 8JD
Contact:  Noreen  Bavister - Phone: 07795 318605

Monday 28th April 2014 Holy Mass at 2 pm
Principle Celebrant Fr Christopher Poswiata CSMA

Confessions from 1 - 1.45pm  
The Holy Child & St Joseph,

Midland Road, Bedford MK40 1HU.
Contact: Andrew  07423 056820 Email:  ryanboys2@talktalk.net

Monday 28th April 2014 Holy Mass at 7pm
Principle Celebrant  Fr Christopher Poswiata CSMA

Our Lady Of The Sacred Heart RC Church,
82 Knox Road,  Wellingborough, 
Northamptonshire  NN8 1JA

Contact: Fr Edmond Worthy - Phone:  01933 222780
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Luton Good Counsel opened its doors just over 15 years ago, and since
then has worked with over two and a half thousand women, and men, on
issues surrounding pregnancy, abortion and fertility. We have tried consis-
tently to plan and organise in such a way that gives reassurance to clients
and supporters alike. The work has had tremendous support, financially and
spiritually, from the clergy and laity of many parishes in the diocese, and
beyond. 
One of the critical questions we have addressed is that of continuity, and

we have made efforts to establish the succession of the organisation by
means of letters sent to supporters and by highlighting this need in parish
appeals. A few years ago we indicated that those running the organisation
could foresee a time, fast approaching, when they would no longer have
the resources to sustain the day to day running of the organisation, nor be
able to engage effectively with our clients from whom we are now, large-
ly, separated in age by two generations! After consultations with Bishop
Peter and a number of priests who have been actively involved in the work
in one way or another we invited people from a wide spectrum to an infor-
mation evening in July 2013 in the hope that it would generate interest in
the work. The evening was reported in The Vine and particular reference
was made to the need to find people ‘committed from the heart’ to this kind
of work. 

Unfortunately this did not result in any new volunteers. 
Bishop Peter invited us to a further meeting with himself and some of

those priests we had met before to see if any solution to this question could
be found.  However, as with many other aspects of life and work in the
diocese, it was difficult to identify any group or individuals who may be able
to offer the time and commitment to take the work on. As a result, and with
deep regret, we have taken the difficult decision to bring Luton Good
Counsel to an end, and have decided, with Bishop Peter’s blessing, that it
will close at Easter. 
We feel that this decision, unwelcome as it is to us, maintains the ethos

of planning and organisation we have followed from the start. We now have
the opportunity to take steps towards closure in an orderly manner in the
hope that we may preserve something to pass on to any similar initiative
that arises within the diocese in the future. 
We wish to express our gratitude to all those who have given support in

different ways – the many Parish Priests who have welcomed us to make
appeals over the years as well as those who gave and supported the
appeals; the pro-life Doctors who,  freely and at any time,  have advised
on difficult questions; and  those who have filled blue boxes, taken out
standing orders, made donations (some of very generous proportions),
taken part in Eucharistic adoration, prayed for the work individually or in a
group, provided  baby clothes and equipment. Without all of these and
more we could not have continued for one year, let alone fifteen. Above
all, we thank Our Lady of Good Counsel, who has protected the work and
guided us, through some very difficult circumstances at times. We can be
thankful that as a result of the efforts of all of the above there are, we esti-
mate, well over 500 children alive now who would not otherwise have seen
the light of day. 
The annual Pro-Life Pilgrimage to Walsingham and the Acts of Witness

outside the Luton and Dunstable Hospital will continue as before, as they
are not specifically part of Luton Good Counsel’s work.
Thank you and God bless you.

“Bishop Peter writes, ‘I am so grateful to the Luton Good Counsel team
for their dedicated and committed service over 15 years to people with fun-
damental and life changing decisions to make. I have always been
impressed by the way in which the work of Luton Good Counsel is carried
out in the context of prayer and with the support of so many people of
goodwill. It is only fair and right that the team lay down the baton they have
carried in the name of the Lord. I give thanks to God for everyone involved
with Luton Good Counsel, and I am confident that Our Lady of Good
Counsel will inspire others to carry on the good work perhaps in a new
form.’”

With deep regret, we have taken the
difficult decision to bring Luton
Good Counsel to an end

This summer sees
the 2014 football
World Cup take place
in Brazil. There will
be much excitement
across the world but
particularly in Latin
America where foot-
ball is part of peo-
ple’s staple diet. 
One such passion-

ate football country in
this part of the world
is the little known, El
Salvador. Located on
the pacific coast
south of Mexico, it
boasts some of the
most amazing coast-
lines and wonderful
landscapes in the
world. It also has a
history of natural dis-
asters and a tragic
twelve year civil war
which saw 85,000
people die. More
recently, the country
has become known
as the home to two
of the most notorious
street gangs in the
world – MS and 18th
Street.
This tiny country

about the size of
Wales has a popula-

tion of 6 million – the
same as London. A
third of the population
are aged under 14.
The average age of
entry into gangs has
recently moved from
14 to 12. The
youngest age of gang
members is 9. With
limited education and

employment opportu-
nities for young peo-
ple, and a legacy of
absent male role
models in society fol-
lowing the civil war,
the lure for young
people to join the
gangs can be strong.   
In 2009 a small

family run charity
based here in
Bedford with connec-
tions in El Salvador,
Avoca (A Voice of
Central America) ran
the first of what has
become an annual
project in the neigh-
bourhoods where the
gangs operate - FC
Esperanza (Hope).
Volunteer football
coaches travel to the
capital city of San
Salvador during the

Easter (holy) week to
work with and mentor
the local football
coaches and to help
run holiday football
coaching camps for
the young people.
The project has a
strictly fun emphasis
and aims to teach
not only football skills

but also life skills –
trust, teamwork,
respect, hard work
and forgiveness.
This year’s trip will

be a special one with
the impending football
World Cup. Although
El Salvador have not
qualified for the
finals, they will be
watching avidly with
many likely to be
supporting the reign-
ing champions, Spain
(Barcelona and Real
Madrid are the two
big teams followed in
the country). In the
1982 World Cup
Finals, El Salvador
was defeated 10–1 by
Hungary, a score that
stands as a World
Cup record to this
day.

Last year saw over
25 Salvadoran com-
munity coaches of all
ages and abilities
working alongside the
visiting UK coaches.
What linked them all
was their love of
sport and their desire
to help their commu-
nities. This year it is

expected that up to
400 young people –
boys and girls -will
attend the community
coaching camps. With
an average family
monthly wage of
£120, simple things
like sports equipment,
particularly football
boots and trainers,
are just too expen-
sive for many families
to buy. Avoca there-
fore will distribute
donated football
boots, footballs, t-
shirts, replica shirts,
diplomas and other
donated gifts to the
young people attend-
ing the camps. 
For the UK coach-

es, it has been an
inspiring and unfor-
gettable experience.

On previous trips, all
those involved boys
and girls, men and
women, young and
old - visibly grew as
either coaches or
players. They all
shared a common
goal – they just
wanted to make
things better and to

have a great time.
Sport, particularly
football, remains a
powerful way to bring
about lasting and
positive change in the
most adverse of cir-
cumstances. 
If you are curious

to know more, you
can check our videos
on previous years on
YouTube –
AvocaCharity – or
visit www.avoca-
charity.org.uk. If you
or your organisation
would like to collect
and/or donate any
equipment, used or
new to the project,
please get in touch
with Peter at
avoca_uk@yahoo.com
. This year’s trip will
be between 10th and
20th April. 

Can you 
run a
football
holiday
camp?

Bishop Peter’s gratitude
for dedicated and
committed service
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01908 572700  
www.sfcs.org.uk   email: enquiries@sfcs.org.uk
Venue: St Francis’ Children’s Society, Collis House, 48 Newport Road,   
                    Woolstone, Milton Keynes MK15 0AA.

St Francis’ Children’s Society 
is an ‘Outstanding’ rated adoption 
charity based in Milton Keynes. 
We offer lifelong post adoption support to 
our adoptive families including: counselling, advice 
and support, therapy, training, workshops and 
family events.

Our specialist social workers and therapists are on 
hand to offer support at every step of your 
adoption journey.

Over 7000 children in the UK are currently waiting for families

Registered Charity Number 211670

Wednesday 6th March
Wednesday 3rd April

Starting at 6.30pm ending at 8.00pm

A warm welcome awaits you!

Adoption information evenings
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St Francis’ Children’s Society, Collis House, 48 Newport Road,   

email: enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

Registered Charity Number 211670

Wednesday 2 April 2014
Wednesday 7 May 2014

Father Tony Whitfield celebrated his 80 birthday
with a special surprise Mass on Saturday 22nd
February.
Fr Gerard Byrne, parish priest of St Brendan,
Corby, said the parish was delighted to be able
to share time with him.
He continued: “Birthdays are always an oppor-
tunity for us to thank God for the gift of special
people in our life and in the case of a priest to
thank God for the example, witness and pas-
toral care such special people give. And we
thank God too for the family who cared for you,
who nurtured you in the Faith and so gener-
ously gave you to serve the people of God in
your priestly vocation.”
“Your enthusiasm for the Faith and your willing-
ness to share it with others, especially the
young, is boundless.  Your visits to the sick,
the lonely, the bereaved and the housebound
are always much appreciated and no matter
whenever you receive a call to go to a soul in

distress, your response is always immediate
and your ministry carried out with sensitivity and
compassion.”
“Fr Tony you are a visible presence of the
Catholic Church in our midst.  You are a caring
and gentle shepherd of souls, you are a spiritu-
al mentor and guide to those with whom you
pray, and we are all privileged to call you our
friend.”
He presented a statue of Christ the Good
Shepherd to Fr Tony, saying: “I hope this will
always remind you of how grateful we are to
have you as a loving shepherd among us in
Corby.”

Bernard Hales
Pctures
Father Tony Whitfield (centre) with represen-
tatives of parishioners from St. Patrick’s and
St. Brendan’s. .
Father Gerard presenting Father Tony with a
large box of his favourite chocolates. Mrs Cathy Foot, a member of the SVP, was

honoured recently when SVP President Geoff
Cox presented her with a 20 years Certificate
for devoted Service to the St Vincent De Paul
group at St Joseph’s Church, Aylesbury.
Cathy, in her 70’s, visits numerous parish-

ioners in all weathers.  She is always willing
to help, and she is devoted to her church and
parish.
“Well done Cathy from all members of the

SVP!’

Congratulations
to Cathy

Surprise for
octogenarian
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Canon John Udris has been hitting the headlines
again. A newspaper recently updated readers on
Canon John’s investigation of the life of Catholic
author and journalist, G. K. Chesterton, who
lived in Beaconsfield.

Canon John thinks that the heroism of
Chesterton lies in his humility. ‘This man, who is
such an intellect – how did that not all go to his
head’? He talks about Chesterton’s gratitude for
life. He said grace, not just before meals, but
before going to the theatre or reading a book. His
whole way of approaching life was to say ‘Thank
you’.

His humility, says John, was evident in the char-
itable way he argued with his opponents. ‘People
he would have fierce public debates with felt
respected by him, loved by him, even if they did-
n’t agree with him’. Chesterton, he suggests,
shows Catholics how to defend their faith with
humility and courtesy. ‘He would always try to
find something good in someone else’s idea’.

Canon John is pleased that Chesterton breaks
the mould of a stereotypical saint. As a married
lay person who did not go to Mass every day,
and who liked his beer and wine, he would show
people ‘that you don’t have to say your rosary
every five minutes to be holy’. But the most sig-
nificant obstacle to sainthood is the allegation of

anti-Semitism. Chesterton argued that Jews
ought to wear distinctive dress so that they could
be recognised as foreign. He did not despise
Jews. He simply saw them as fundamentally
alien. His writing is full of unpleasant stereo-
types, portraying Jews as greedy, secretive or
unpatriotic. In his defence it is said that
Chesterton was not anti-Semitic in a racial
sense, as he strongly opposed the racial ideolo-
gy prevalent in the 1920’s and 30’s. He was anti
Jewish only because he associated Jewish peo-
ple with capitalism and international finance.

It is likely that the charge of anti-Semitism will be
an obstacle to Chesterton’s canonisation.
Meanwhile, Canon John will finish his research
and submit the dossier to Bishop Peter. The
bishop will then decide whether to ask the
Vatican to make an official investigation of
Chesterton’s sanctity. There are many who warm
to the idea of a 300 pound, cigar smoking jour-
nalist with a walrus moustache wearing a halo.

Annette Potter who
joined Holy Ghost,
Luton, as Parish
Secretary in
September 2007 is
moving on.
She has given

many years of great

service to the Holy
Ghost community.
Fr Kevin said ‘She

has been a tremen-
dous support in every
way and has man-
aged to be always
friendly, welcoming

and efficient, whatev-
er has happened or
been asked of her’.
Annette has taken

the position of a
senior administrator
at Stopsley High
School in Luton in

late February.
Fr Kevin and the

Holy Ghost parish-
ioners wish Annette,
Lewis and Olivia
every prayer and
blessing as she takes
up her new post.

Farewell to Annette

The recent question-
naire on family life
from the Vatican pro-
vided a unique oppor-
tunity for people to
share their thoughts
and experiences. The
questionnaire is a part
of the preparation for
the Extraordinary
General Synod of
Bishops to be held in
October this year.
Despite the complex
questions set by the
Vatican, nearly 500
people responded
from the diocese of
Northampton.

The responses show
that Catholics wish
their parishes to be
inclusive and welcom-

ing, so that no
Catholics feel exclud-
ed from the life of the
Church. The respons-
es also speak of chal-
lenges facing families
today. For example,
parents are very con-
cerned about the
effects of an increas-
ingly secular media on
their children. They
are also anxious that
their children should
continue to practise
the Faith. These
responses bring home
the importance of the
work of NORES,
which is our diocesan
office for religious
education, evangeli-
sation, catechesis and
schools. They also

emphasise the impor-
tance of NYMO, the
Northampton Youth
Ministry office.
Moreover, they
encourage the youth
groups and clubs
which are attached to
many of our parishes.

Those who completed
the questionnaire also
speak of the impor-
tance of support in
times of family tension
and crisis. They
acknowledge the very
good work of agen-
cies and groups avail-
able in the diocese.
However, they also
mention that these are
not available every-
where. These respon-

dents explain that the
first person people
usually turn to for help
is the local priest. It is
acknowledged that he
is often under pres-
sure from many other
responsibilities. Thus,
the need to support
and promote these
agencies and groups
is essential.

The fact that so many
people took time to
answer the question-
naire is a sign of how
important we value
family life within the
diocese of
Northampton. We
await the Synod with
joy, and we hope to
learn from it.

Since January, every Monday afternoon, a
group of sixth formers at St Joseph’s High
School in Slough, have been swapping their
books for microphones as they volunteer for
Radio Wexham. They gain experience not only
in the radio industry, but in valuable volunteer-
ing and business experience.
The afternoon starts with a visit to the wards

in the hospital.  Many people don’t realise that
a large number of patients have no visitors. So
a friendly face and a chance to chat is often
the highlight of their week.  After going round
getting song requests from the patients, it’s
back to the studio.  The hard work really
begins as the team finalise their show: “The

Evolution of Music!”
With the group taking on roles as producers

and presenters, they have been keeping the
listeners entertained chatting about music,
news, TV, and also what they’ve been doing
during the week.
Station Manager Melanie Ive said: “It has

been fantastic having the 6th formers volunteer-
ing at Radio Wexham.  They have not only
learnt presenting, producing and radio skills,
more importantly they have brought smiles and
laughter to many of the patients and staff at the
hospital.  The success of this scheme has defi-
nitely enhanced our link with St Joseph’s.”
The scheme is part of Radio Wexham’s new

initiative to develop closer links with the com-
munity, and encourage people to think about
the radio industry as a career.

Young
hospital
DJs

A 300 pound,
cigar smoking
journalist with
a halo?

Q & A
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HEYTHROP COLLEGE University of London
Kensington Square, London W8 5HN   

Tel: 020 7795 6600  E-mail: enquiries@heythrop.ac.uk   
www.heythrop.ac.uk   @HeythropCollege   /HeythropCollege

PASTORAL MINISTRY OPEN LEARNING SESSIONS
Open Learning Sessions are stand-alone units, open to all members of the public 

and will be of particular interest to those engaged in clergy and parish roles.

 PROGRAMME FOR 2014 
Saturday 22 March 2014, 10:15am – 4:00pm 

WORKING AND PRAYING WITH ICONS IN A PASTORAL CONTEXT 
Dr Joseph Gabor

Tuesday 6 May 2014, 5:00pm – 9:00pm 
HEARING AND PREACHING THE WORD:  

THE POWER OF THE HOMILY AS DIALOGUE 
Dr Dominic Robinson SJ, Dr Con Foley & Dr Duncan McPherson

Saturday 17 May 2014, 10:15am – 4:00pm 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION IN THE PARISH 

Dr Dominic Robinson SJ

A Certificate of Attendance will be issued at the end of each session.  
The fee for each session is £50.

To register for any of the Open Learning Sessions please contact the  
Conference Office on  020 7795 4163 or at campus-services@heythrop.ac.uk 

www.heythrop.ac.uk/open-learning
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Bishop Peter visited St Wulstan’s, High
Wycombe, last November for two important
reasons.  
The first was Induction of Fr. Joseph Udoh

MSP as Parish Priest of Blessed John Henry
Newman.  The Bishop was the principal cele-
brant at the Mass of Induction with some twenty
priests.  
Many priests of Fr. Joe’s missionary order

from all over England and Wales, and priests
and parishioners from Deptford, Fr. Joe’s previ-
ous parish, came for the celebration.
In his address Bishop Peter pointed out that

the priest is a co-worker with the bishop and
they are both co-workers with God, called, as
Pope Francis has said, to ‘live the faith in a
concrete way’. 
The Bishop’s second reason was to bestow

the award of a Benemerenti papal medal on

Mary Bull.  Mary has worked tirelessly over
many years in parish, deanery and diocese.
She has chaired the Diocesan Pastoral Council;
has served as trainer of those involved in cate-
chetical work, helps in many ways at the
Maryvale Institute for higher theological studies;
organises ecumenical activities in the Holmer
Green area; and leads liturgical celebrations in
her present parish, in co-operation with Fr Joe.
She amply deserves this recognition by the
Holy Father and the parish offered her our con-
gratulations. 
In responding to the award, Mary said that

really it belonged to all those who had worked
with her and supported her in working for the
Church over more than forty years. 
The joyful evening was brought to a conclu-

sion with delicious refreshments.
Dawn Williams 

Brin Dunsire is most grateful to the Northampton family who very quickly provided back issues of
the Vine for discharging our obligations to the British Library.

Pictures by Dave Russell. Above right, Fr. Joe’s induction. Below: presentation to Mary. 
Right: cutting the cake.

Double deal
in Wycombe

Helpful Readers 
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CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.

Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect gift:
Bibles, missals, prayer books,
plaques, icons, statues, photo-
frames, fountains, fonts, crosses,
crucifixes, rosaries, candles,
incense, oil burners, mini cards to
inspire, occasion cards to celebrate,
and all at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone/fax

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm
Opposite the New
Highcross,
Leicester

M I Trust, 35-37, New Bond
Street,

Leicester  LE1 4RD.
Tel/Fax 0116 2513477

Website: www.mitrust.co.uk

Catholic CMS
Websites

Web Designs created by Catholics 
who understand Catholic

spirituality.

Discounts to charities.

Contact:clove@btinternet.com.

www.arisen-webdesign.com 

of Fidelity
The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the

community of Ignation spirituality.
Daliy Mass is the centre of community
life.  By wearing the religious habit we
are witnesses to the consecrated way of
life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how,  contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46 wel-
comed.

COVENT OF OUR LADY OF
FIDELITY
Central Hill, Upper Norwood,              
LONDON SE19 1RS
Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001
Ministers of Religion

CAFOD would like to say a BIG Thank You to
all those who have 
Dug Deep into the roots of our faith,
Dug Deep in solidarity with those who go hun-
gry, 
Dug Deep into your pockets to help those in
need.
Your generous donations have enabled our

local Church partner, Caritas Kenema, to train
14 year old Mohammed, in the picture, and his
family to grow rice and maize on the swamp-
land.  This land, formerly used for diamond
mining, known as blood diamonds, has now
been transformed into fertile farmland. 
Mohammed’s dream is to have enough

money so that he can go back school next
year, finish his education, and not live in
poverty. 
“When I am older I don’t want to be in this

hardship any more. I want to be out of it. I
would like a good life and to provide for my

family.” 
What your money can do in Sierra Leone: 
£5 can buy a hoe that can help a farmer

clear their land of weeds. 
£20 can buy a wheelbarrow for a farmer to

transport food from their land to home. 
£76 can pay for a trainer to teach a farmer

how to cultivate swampland. 
Want to Dig Deeper all the way to Easter? 
Fast day may have come and gone but why

not continue to dig into the roots of your faith
throughout this season of Lent and beyond? 
A traditional plant sale can be a great com-

munity activity, and by using your gardening
skills you can stand in solidarity with
Mohammed and his family. Ask supporters to
bring and buy seeds and saplings with all
donations going to our Lent appeal. Perhaps
you could even get a garden centre to donate
some bulbs to your event for free, and the
plants themselves can be donated to your Big

Dig project.  Use our Big Dig guide for tips,
ideas and some inspiring examples! Tell us if
you’re holding Big Dig and we’ll mark it on our
online map. cafod.org.uk/bigdig 
Spring is the time of year for planting and

sowing so why not literally dig deep into the
soil this Lent, and as you care for these young
plants remember that you have helped
Mohammed get closer to realising his dream.
Pray and reflect:
You can also use our guided reflection, “Dig

deep into the roots of our faith”, individually or
as a group. cafod.org.uk/pray
Please get in touch with the Northampton

Diocesan office  (Northampton@cafod.org.uk or
01604  785 254) to tell us of the good work
you have done.  We would love to hear from
you.  Thank you once again your support.

Maddy and Deborah 

‘Thank you
for your
generosity’
says
CAFOD

It is 16 months since Fr Richard Moroney was appointed Parish Priest at
St Peter’s Biggleswade but it is only now that he says that he feels that
he is surfacing from the enormous amount of work that has been neces-
sary simply to get life on an even keel.

In his opening words of welcome to the congregation at the Induction
ceremony held on 25th February, he said that there is much more still to
be done before the St Peter’s community becomes fully functional and
effective. He said that he is really heartened by the ecumenical aspect of
life in Biggleswade and he particularly welcomed all those who were
present at the service from other churches and from none. He concluded
his words of welcome by saying: “Let us pray for one another.”

Bishop Peter Doyle officiated at the Induction Mass. Also present were
Canon Benny Noonan from St Francis of Assisi, Shefford, and Deacon
Philip Pugh from Sacred Heart, Flitwick.

In his homily the Bishop used the theme of the Gospel reading where
Jesus has told his disciples that anyone who wanted to be first had to
make himself last of all and servant of all. Bishop Peter stressed that we
had to make ourselves insignificant and we had to become like a bridge
over which people could pass from the worldly to the Godly. This, he
said, was especially true of a priest who should lead his flock to the life
of the world to come.

The Mass then continued with Fr Richard renewing his commitment to
Priestly Service after which Bishop Peter invited the people of the parish
to pray for their parish priest asking the Lord to bless him with the full-
ness of his love, to help him to be a faithful minister of Christ, the High
Priest, so that he may lead them to him, the fountain of our salvation.

At the conclusion of the Mass, there was time to meet the Bishop over
some light refreshments, provided by the parishioners of St Peter’s.

Let
us

pray for
one

another

How good is to stand before a cruci�x, or 
before the Blessed Sacrament, and simply  
to be in his presence! 

Jesuitvocations.org.uk

Pope Francis

Roman Catholic  
priests and brothers  

since 1540
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IF YOU WOULD
LIKE TO FILL THIS
SPACE CALL
01440 730399

Already

We Hold 
You InPrayer.

Living in the heart of London, the Tyburn Benedictine Commu-
nity has as its special mission, prayer for the people of England
and Wales.  Our monastery is built on the site of the Tyburn
gallows where 105 Catholics were martyred during the reforma-
tion.  Our life of prayer draws Sisters from many nations.
If you have a special intention, let us know and we will remem-
ber it specifically in our prayer.  You may like to use the space
below.  
[ ]Yes, please remember my intention/s in prayer.
…………......………....……...................................................
………………..…….………....................................................
………………..….………......................................................
[ ]  Yes, please send me the free booklet on the Tyburn Martyrs
[ ]  Yes I’m interested – please send me vocations  details.
[ ] I’d like to help your Mission Foundations in other countries.
My gift of £        is enclosed payable to Tyburn Mission.

Name:…….…………............................. ….......................…….
Address:…..………................................................................…
…………….......……...........................……………………..…
................................................................................…Please print
RETURN TO: RETURN TO:  Mother General, Tyburn Convent,
8 Hyde Park Place, London, W2 2LJ.  Phone:  020 7723 7262.

And His sweat became as drops
of blood running down upon the
ground. And rising from prayer
He came to the disciples, and
found them sleeping for sorrow. 

Luke 22, 44-45

Rosary gathering/procession to worship the
most Sacred Heart of Jesus and to thank

Him for His most Holy Death. 

Meditating on Our Lord's passion the
Sorrowful Mysteries:

1. The agony in the garden
2. The scourging at the pillar
3. The crowning with thorns
4. The carrying of the cross

5. The crucifixion

Tuesday 15th April 2014 at the
Angelus time of 6pm
Meeting outside

Christ the Cornerstone church
in Holy Week

300 Saxon Gate West, Central Milton Keynes
MK9 2ES

For more information please phone
Catherine on 07768 161 664

If you are providing photos with your news
story (as we hope you will), please remember
that pictures taken using a telephone often
don’t reproduce well in print.

The Word in
season

DEATH WITH LIFE CONTENDED
NOTES ON THE PALM
SUNDAY GOSPEL

On Palm Sunday (April13th) we hear the long
account of Jesus’ passion from St Matthew. The
sad story unfolds with one tragic episode fol-
lowing another, culminating in Jesus’ death. We
may feel overwhelmed by hearing of all the suf-
ferings experienced b Jesus within the last
hours of his earthly life.
St Matthew borrows the basic storyline from St
Mark, who may be preserving the tradition told
by St Peter in Rome. But St Matthew adds a
few unique details that are significant. It seems
that St Matthew’s Gospel was written some time
after the fall of Jerusalem in AD 70, when peo-
ple in the Jewish community were asking why
God had let this disaster happen.
Following years of heavy domination by the
Roman overlords, Jewish zealots revolted
against the imperial power in AD 66. The
mighty Roman legions were sent into the Holy
Land. Finally in AD 70 after a long siege, the
city of Jerusalem fell to a general named Titus,
who later became Roman emperor.
The Roman victory in AD 70 was a tragedy for
the Jewish people. Many zealots suffered the
same Roman punishment (crucifixion) that had
been meted out to Jesus as “King of the Jews”.
Yet already Jesus had warned his fellow coun-
trymen that the temple would be torn down: “I
tell you solemnly, not a single stone here will
be left on another. Everything will be destroyed”
(Matt 24:2).
When Jesus was arrested in Gethsemane and
one of the disciples took a sword to attack the
high priest’s servant, the non-violent Jesus
gave a stark response: “All who draw the sword
will die by the sword” (Matt 26:52). These chill-
ing words would later be fulfilled dramatically in
the failed zealot revolt of AD 66-70, with dis-
astrous results for the people of Jerusalem.
Moreover, St Matthew presents Jesus@ passion
as fulfilling the divine plan foretold in the scrip-
tures. After narrating his arrest, the evangelist
says: “Now all this happened to fulfil the
prophecies in scripture” (Matt 26:56). Here he
may be thinking especially of the prophecy of
the Suffering Servant who “offers his life in
atonement (Isaiah 53:10).
Another detail unique to St Matthew is the men-
tion of a dream experienced by Pilate’s wife,
who sent a message to her husband during

Jesus’ trial: “Have nothing to do with that right-
eous man. I have been upset all day by a
dream I had about him” (Matt 27:19). In his
infancy, Jesus had been saved from Herod’s
murderous plan because St Joseph heeded he
divine warning given in a dream to take his
family and escape into Egypt. This time, how-
ever, Pilate ignores the divine warning given to
his wife in a dream and instead hands Jesus
over to be crucified.
At the end of Jesus’ trial, when the Roman
governor Pilate finally hands him over to be
crucified, St Matthew narrates the people’s cry:
“His blood be on us and on our children” (Matt
27:25). For the evangelist, this cry may have
served to explain the tragedy of AD 70.
According to Daniel Harrington, the evangelist
seems to have viewed the fall of Jerusalem as
a kind of divine punishment for the rejection of
Jesus (compare Matt 23:36).
At some stages of later Christian history, this
verse has been misused as a pretext for per-
secuting Jews. Yet almost fifty years ago, the
Vatican II declaration Nostra Aetate (paragraph
4) taught: “Even though the Jewish authorities
(and those who followed their lead) pressed for
Christ’s death, neither all Jews indiscriminately
at that time, nor Jews today, can be charged
with the crimes committed during his passion.”
The Vatican II declaration then emphasizes that
Jesus freely sacrificed his life to save us: “The
Church has always held and continues to hold
that Christ out of infinite love freely underwent
suffering and death because of the sins of all,
so that all might attain salvation.”
Hence, a positive interpretation of this verse
was given in 2011 by Pope Benedict in the sec-
ond volume of his book Jesus of Nazareth
(P,187): “Jesus’ blood does not cry out for
vengeance and punishment; it brings reconcili-
ation. It is not poured out against anyone; it is
poured out for many, for all. These words are
not a curse, but rather redemption, salvation.”
The story of Jesus’ passion would be depress-
ing for us to hear if we did not believe in the
resurrection. Our faith is well expressed in the
Easter sequence: “Death with life contended-
combat strangely ended! Life’s own champion
slain-yet lives to reign!”

Father Jeremy Corley

Please join a parish near you as we offer the
Mass, Rosary and Exposition for vocations,
seminarians and priests in our Diocese:

Fri 4 April      
Church of Divine Mercy, Slough - 

7pm Rosary, 8pm Mass

Tues 8 April   
St Mary’s, Our Lady Immaculate, Dunstable -

9.30am

Wed  9 April  
St Gregory the Great, Northampton  7pm

(with Fr Damien Walne)

Fri  11 April   
St Thomas Aquinas, Bletchley -  8.30 am                          
St Francis of Assisi, Shefford – 9.30am                            

Christ the King, Bedford - 11.15 am Rosary, 
12 Mass                                                     

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart, Wellingborough
– 6.30pm 

Rosary Link

Dear Sir

Is there a reason for the lack of dates in two of
the articles in the latest edition of The Vine? 
Surely the interesting  article  about Bishop
Cary-Elwes  could have have given some indi-
cation of when he actually lived, beyond a
vague mention of an event  in the 1920’s which
had touched him. There is reference in an ear-
lier paragraph to Pope Leo XIII but, without an
encyclopaedic knowledge of papal dates, that is
of very little help.

Again in your obituary of Fr. Brendan Gorman,
I, as a parishioner of St.
Teresa’s in Beaconsfield since 1976, would love
to have known when he was our parish priest
and perhaps the date he died. In other editions
of your paper, I have read of people getting
awards but no mention of the parish.

It does make things more interesting if relevant
information is provided and I hope you will
regard this criticism as constructive. I look for-
ward to hearing from you.

Annemary Thomas

Editor’s reply: We hope that all the items
which appear in The Vine are accurate. But we
depend entirely on a tiny band of reporters and
writers. We wouldn’t dream of biting the hand
that feeds us.

Letter

Important note

Divine Mercy
Sunday
SundaySunday

27th April 2014 27th April 2014 
Immaculate HeartImmaculate Heart

of Mary Church,of Mary Church,
Great Missenden Great Missenden 

DIVINE MERCY DEVOTIONS
3:00pm - Solemn Divine Mercy Chaplet with

Exposition of the Most Blessed Sacrament and opportunity
to celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation

4:00pm - Afternoon Tea
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St Margaret of
Scotland Primary
School mourned the
passing of its popular
and much respected
Head teacher, Mrs
Catherine Cassidy.
Although she led the
School for just three
short years, she made
a profound and lasting
impression on the staff
and children in her
care, through her
strong faith and pas-
sion for education. 
Catherine’s vibrant

life ended on 29th
December, following an illness of
two years, which she faced with
unflinching courage and dignity.
Anyone who saw her was in no
doubt that her strength of spirit
came from her sense of the near-
ness of Christ and the knowledge
that she was supported by His
Divine Love. She passed away
peacefully at the Keech Hospice,
with her family around her. 
Catherine was a daughter of

Luton, having attended St Margaret
of Scotland and Cardinal Newman
Schools, before eventually graduat-
ing from St Mary’s College in
Twickenham to begin her teaching
career. She excelled both academ-
ically and athletically and worked in
Secondary Schools in
Borehamwood, Hemel Hempstead
and St Albans.
Following her marriage and the

birth of her son, Ciaran, Catherine
returned to Luton and taught at St
Joseph’s Catholic Junior School.
She soon realised that her true
vocation lay in nurturing and stimu-
lating effective learning in young
children. A gifted teacher, it wasn’t
long before she re-joined St
Margaret’s in 1998, rapidly becom-
ing part of the Senior Leadership
Team and later Deputy Head.
During this time the Infant and

Junior schools were amalgamated
and with the retirement of Head
teacher Christine Boyd, Catherine
became St Margaret’s Primary
School’s fourth Head teacher in
September, 2010. 
To this role Catherine brought her

particular strengths. She combined
insistence on good discipline with
respect for human personality and
individual capabilities. Catherine
had always demonstrated a deep
insight into children’s learning and
individual needs and throughout her
Headship she provided the pupils
with the opportunity to succeed and

ensured that they were treated just-
ly in every aspect of life at school. 
Catherine was a valued member

of the St. Alban’s Catholic Schools’
Partnership. With her colleagues
she worked closely with governors,
staff and pupils across the
Partnership to ensure each school
could excel as a successful Catholic
community. 
Catherine attended Holy Ghost

Parish in Luton where she served
on the Parish council, was a read-
er at Mass and prepared the chil-
dren of the Parish for Confirmation. 
Catherine’s Requiem Mass was

attended by her many friends, fam-
ily and colleagues, some of whom
had travelled long distances.
Education was represented by the
Local Authority, Governors of St
Margaret’s, staff and pupils both
past and present. 
Catherine’s contribution to

Catholic Education received a trib-
ute from the Diocese of
Northampton and from Bishop
Peter. The numbers of people who
filled the Church for Catherine’s
reception on the evening and the
Requiem Mass the next day char-
acterised the love and respect she
engendered.
Her Mass, celebrated by

Monsignor Kevin McGinnell, reflect-
ed Catherine’s deep spirituality. The
words of the first reading from the
prophet Micah: ‘This is what the
Lord asks of you: only this, to act
justly, to love tenderly, and to walk
humbly with your God’ exemplify
how Catherine lived out her life. 
Catherine is survived by her hus-

band, Mick, her two sons Ciaran
and Liam, her mother Margaret and
her brothers Stephen, John and
Michael. Throughout her inspira-
tional life she made a lasting
impression on those she knew,
taught and loved. 

We are looking for
joyful evangelists! 
Nominations are invit-
ed for the 2014
Catholic Women of
the Year.
Every year four

women are honoured,
chosen by ballot from
nominations sent in
from across Britain.
Any Catholic woman
can be nominated –
and the aim is espe-
cially to honour those
who are living out
their faith publicly, in
service and in wit-
ness, as part of the
New Evangelisation in

our country.
Pope Francis has

emphasised joy – the
Joy of the Faith. We
are looking for joyful
women who teach the
Faith, serve their
local community, and
share Catholic values
with the next genera-
tion.
“In fidelity to the

example of the
Master, it is vitally
important for the
Church today to go
forth and preach the
Gospel to all - to all
places, on all occa-
sions, with out hesita-

tion, reluctance or
fear. The joy of the
Gospel is for all peo-
ple, no one can be
excluded” wrote Pope
Francis in Evangelii
Gaudium.
How do you nomi-

nate some one as a
Catholic Woman of
the Year?
It’s simple. You

can use the form
here:
http://catholic-
womenoftheyear.word
press.com/nomina-
tion-form/
or you can send

an email to:
mijamajoje@ntlworld.c

om: or a letter to:
Catholic Women of
the Year 2014, 22
Milton Road, WARE,
Herts SG12 0PZ.
All we need from

you to nominate
some one is the
lady’s name and
information on why
she is being nominat-
ed – a few para-
graphs setting out
what she does, and
where she does it,
and the spirit in
which she does it! 
The nomination

can be from a friend,
family member, or
parish priest. It does

not have to be long,
but it must give rele-
vant information –
and must give the
writer’s name and
contact details. It is
not necessary to
obtain permission
from the lady being
nominated.  For most
of our Catholic
Women of the Year,
the honour comes as
a complete surprise,
and that’s the way it
should be!
Closing date for

nomination is April
30th 2014.

Over 100 young people, youth lead-
ers, young adults and priests joined
together at the end of January for the
latest youth residential retreat week-
end, Lux. Enjoying a mixture of faith
formation and fun activities, including
roller disco, ultimate Frisbee, grill the
priest, daily Mass, the Sacrament of
Reconciliation, adoration and
Benediction, a time of worship, sports
and great food. This was a weekend
to never forget.

The weekends, organised by the
Northampton Youth ministry office
(NYMO), have been running for the

last nine years, and happen twice a
year, in January and in June. Neil
Roseman, the diocesan youth ministry
co-ordinator, sad, ‘To listen to young
people of secondary school age speak
with such clarity about their complete
faith in God gives us all a sense of
real joy. They are amazing’.

One of the highlights of the weekend
was the closing Mass concelebrated
by two bishops, Bishop Peter and
Bishop Crispian Hollis, who was visit-
ing for the weekend. The new chair-
man of NYMO, Fr Simon Penhalagan,
joined the team for the weekend, and

his knowledge was tested in the ‘grill
the priest’ session. He had to answer
questions such as ‘Will my cat go to
heaven’, and ‘what is grace’?

Participants at the weekend were
given a free copy of the Youth
Catechism (YouCat) to encourage
their faith development, and all
enjoyed trying to beat Fr Simon to the
answers.

The NYMO team would love to see
lots of young people aged 11-18 at the
next Lux weekend in June. For more
information visit the brand new web-
site www.nymo.org

‘They are 
amazing’

Nominate your
heroine

Catherine Mary Cassidy
1967-2013

Obituary

Your next deadline:
April 1



Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail When phoning please quote CATHOLIC101
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This book, excerpts of which have appeared in the Herald, is
very timely. Mental illness, especially depression, is increas-
ing and as the secular medical world struggles to find strate-
gies to cope with it, it is crucial that the Church brings her own
wisdom and experience to the debate. Dr Kheriaty believes
that depression can be influenced by cultural and spiritual fac-
tors as well as, more obviously, biological and psychological
ones. He makes his position clear at the start: as an experi-
enced Catholic psychiatrist, he states, “This book is grounded
in the conviction that to know ourselves as human beings, we
must know Jesus Christ.”
This said, he is also clear about the different approaches of
psychiatry and religion, emphasising that “the confessional
was never meant to cure neurosis...and the couch was never
meant to absolve sin.” Faith and the world have different atti-
tudes to suffering; in the secular mind, it is always bad news;
for the religious outlook, although suffering should not be
exalted morbidly, it can have meaning “when it is united to the
redemptive suffering of Christ.” Kheriaty takes the Christian
perspective that we are spiritual beings as well as bodily and
rational ones; wounded but “redeemed and capable of being
sanctified by God.” 
He would like to see greater cooperation between all those
involved in mental health – doctors, theologians, priests,
patients and scientists. His book is written with the coopera-
tion of a priest, Fr John Cihak who explains the spiritual
dimension of depression. As he observes, many psychiatrists
and therapists “operate with unexamined biases against reli-
gious belief and spiritual practices”, rather than seeking to
harness them in (religiously inclined) patients’ best interests.

He makes careful distinctions between appropriate feelings of
grief and clinical depression and discusses the various origins
of depression, such as insecure attachments in early life;
“Often the emotional wounds from insecure attachments lie
outside the person’s awareness”, he observes.
He raises the question of healing – a word with as many reli-
gious connotations as medical ones; depression, he believes,
is “no more part of our fundamental human nature than can-
cer or dementia; it is the result of the Fall and its consequent
rupture of man’s harmony with God.” Christ is always the true
and ultimate source of all healing; with his coming the human
race no longer has to be “irredeemably sad.” 
At the same time it is important to emphasise that religious
practice does not have “magical powers”; if science or medi-
cine can help cure medical or psychological conditions, they
should be used. Where they are limited is when the sufferer’s
illness is spiritual in origin – the dark night of the soul or the
result of unacknowledged sin. Speaking with his Catholic hat
on, he is convinced that “neurochemistry and the soul are
inseparably connected.” He is not dismissive of psychothera-
py, explaining its benefits as well as its limitations; it cannot
cure the problem of sin or the problem of death. Naturally he
is keen on the healing nature of a good confession. In line
with confession is modern forgiveness therapy, which is liber-
ating because patients discover that forgiveness “makes them
stronger than the wrong that was done to them.” He ends with
quoting a remark of GK Chesterton: “Every man who knocks
on the door of a brothel is looking for God.”                                                                                                     

Francis Phillips

The Catholic Guide to
Depression

By Aaron Kheriaty with Fr John Cihak. Sophia Institute Press.

Book Review

NATIONAL CELEBRATIONNATIONAL CELEBRATION
THE 2014 MASS FOR THE WORKTHE 2014 MASS FOR THE WORK

OF THE                     OF THE                     

PRO-LIFE ORGANISATIONS.PRO-LIFE ORGANISATIONS.
CELEBRANT BISHOP JOHN SHERRINGTONCELEBRANT BISHOP JOHN SHERRINGTON

AUXILIARY BISHOP OF WESTMINSTERAUXILIARY BISHOP OF WESTMINSTER

TUESDAY 27TH MAY 2014 7.30pm
THE

SHRINE of OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE,
(PROTECTRESS OF THE UNBORN)

The Church of the Holy Child and St Joseph, Brereton
Road, Bedford MK40   1HU

SPUCSPUC
(Society for the Protec(on of Unborn Children)

BEDFORDBEDFORD

TangneyTangney ToursTours
Pilgrimages 1974 - 2014Pilgrimages 1974 - 2014

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: info@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

5126 ABTA No.Y5280

19 – 23 May - £399
30 May – 2 June - £375   

29 August – 1 September - £399 
Free Single Room

26 September – 3 October - £540
3 October – 10 October - £540

Free Single Room
These off ers are subject to availability and 

confi rmation at the time of booking. Based on 
3 star Beau Site or similar.

Lourdes Air off ers in 2014
Direct from Stansted
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Join Northampton Diocese 
on their Lourdes Pilgrimage

With Bishop Peter Doyle
and the Catholic Association

By Air 22 - 29 August  - from £775
By Train 22 - 29 August - from £710   

These prices are subject to availability and 
confi rmation at the time of booking.

2014 theme - the Joy of Conversion

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised,
loved, adored and glorified throughout

the  whole world, now and forever. 
Say six times 

a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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It was with great joy
and thanksgiving that
Deacon Ted celebrat-
ed his 100th Birthday
on Saturday 11 January
2014.  The church of
SS Peter & John,
Camberley was filled
with family, friends,
parishioners and well-
wishers who all came
to celebrate Ted’s
hundred year mark at
a special Mass cele-
brated by parish priest
Monsignor Richard
Madders and arranged
by Ted’s son, Dave
Connelly. 
At 100 years, Deacon
Ted still retains a
strong, uplifting voice
and confidently pro-
claimed the Gospel at
Mass with a voice that
spoke of a lifetime of
devotion to the Word
of God and service of
the Church. After
Mass a special lunch
was held in the adja-
cent church hall where
Deacon Ted received
many cards, gifts and
words of affection,
appreciation and
thanks. The traditional
‘telegram’ from Her

Majesty the Queen
was shown and
admired. 
Ted Connelly was
ordained a Permanent
Deacon’ on July 9th,
1976 becoming one of
the very first to be
ordained in England &
Wales. Following the
completion of training
and formation at
Heythrop College,
1975-76, he went on
to serve as a deacon
at the parish of Our
Lady Queen of
Heaven at Burnham,
Bucks in the
Northampton Diocese
until he retired at the
age of 90. After a few
years he came to live
with his family in the
Camberley & Bagshot
Catholic Parish,
Arundel & Brighton
Diocese. 
Story and picture:
Angela Fehrenbach
l to r: Deacons
Douglas Denny, Ted
Connolly, Roy
Waters, Mgr  Richard
Madders, parish
priest of Camberley
and Bagshot,

Pioneer Deacon hits 100

The schools   listed on
this page are pleased

to support 
The Vine

ST JOSEPH'S
CATHOLIC

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Priory Road,

Chalfont St Peter,

Buckinghamshire SL9 8SB

Headteacher Mrs Marsh 

Telephone 01753 887743

SAINT TERESA’S
INDEPENDENT

SCHOOL 
Aylesbury Road, Princes Risborough

HP27 0JW

Headteacher Mrs T Milton Telephone

01844 345005

SAINT MARY'S
CATHOLIC

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Woodside Way,  Northampton,

NN5 7HX
Headteacher 

Mr Mark Wilson 
Telephone: 01604 581011 

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC

INFANT SCHOOL
Henshaw Road,

Wellingborough NN8 2BE

Headteacher Mr C Robinson

Telephone 01933 224900

SAINT GREGORY’S

CATHOLIC MIDDLE

SCHOOL 
Biddenham Turn, Bedford

MK40 4AT
Headteacher Ms Topa 

Telephone 01234 268649

SAINT MARY
MAGDALENE
CATHOLIC

PRIMARYS CHOOL
Ardwell Lane, Greenleys, Milton

Keynes MK12 6AY
Headteacher Mrs R Jones
Telephone 01908 321746

OUR LADY’S

CATHOLIC PRIMARY

SCHOOL
Amersham Road, Amersham HP6 5PL

Headteacher Mr Holdsworth

Telephone 01494 726390


