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The Milton
K e y n e s
Circle of the

C a t e n i a n
Association recent-
ly presented a
cheque for £300 to
local girl, Sinead
Callaghan. Sinead
and fourteen other
students from
Durham University
are going to a vil-
lage school in
Palampur in north-

ern India for a peri-
od of five weeks
this summer to
teach English,
carry out refurbish-
ments and organise
games.

The Catenian
bursary fund helps
Catholics aged 16-
24 take part in
Community proj-
ects at home and
abroad which have
a clear benefit for

others as well as
the participant.
The award is to
cover some of the
travel and living
costs involved in
the trip. Sinead is a
recipient of that
fund.

Sinead has
been an active
member of the
Parish of St
Thomas Aquinas
and All Saints,

Bletchley, all her
life, both as a
parishioner and
leader of groups
such as Phoenix
and Celebration.
She also acts as a
leader at youth
Masses and
retreats. Sinead is
the youngest of five
girls in the
Callaghan family,
all past pupils of St
Thomas Aquinas

and St Pauls
schools. She is now
studying Theology
at Durham
University.

Sinead is a
credit to her family,
her schools and her
Parish. We wish
her well.
Photograph:  Fr
Christopher Perry,
Sinead, Bill
Fleming
Photo credit: Mike
Too-Chung.

MK Catenians
fund

theologian
Sinead’s trip
to Palampur

Young dancers captivate High Wycombe’s May Fayre. See the
full story on page 7.
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Hallam
The Holy Father,
Pope Francis, has
appointed as the new
Bishop of Hallam, the
Right Reverend Ralph
Heskett CSSR, until
now the Bishop of
Gibraltar.

Bishop Heskett
thanked the people
and priests of
Gibraltar as he
announced his leaving
for Hallam. 
“My first visit to
Gibraltar was in
1981. I think that it is
fair to say that I
immediately fell in
love with Gibraltar
and its people. Today,
33 years on, I am still in love
with Gibraltar and its people!
“So it is with great sadness
that I announce that I must
take my leave. I have been
asked by Pope Francis to be
the next Bishop of Hallam in
the UK in succession to
Bishop John Rawsthorne. 
“I came to Gibraltar to be
bishop in a spirit of obedience
to Pope Benedict and now, I
must leave in a spirit of obe-
dience to Pope Francis to take
up the new mission he has

entrusted to me. To be asked
to pastor and shepherd of two
different diocesan families is
a privilege I do not deserve
and a responsibility I feel
inadequate to undertake.
This will be a great personal
challenge for me as I leave
Gibraltar and the priests and
people I love. It is also an
invitation to be generous in
serving the diocese of
Hallam.
“The Right Reverend John
Rawsthorne, Bishop of
Hallam, said he was delight-

ed at the appoint-
ment, having known
Bishop Heskett as a
parish priest in
Liverpool.
“He will fit in very
well in Hallam. He
has a lot of parish
experience as he is a
very fine pastor as
well as being a good
preacher. The peo-
ple of this Diocese
are very warm and
welcoming. They
will take him to
their hearts in no
time at all. My 17
years here have
been marked by the
welcome and close
collaboration of all
of the priests and
the people of
Hallam.”
Born in Sunderland
in March 1953,
Bishop Heskett was
ordained to the
priesthood on 10
July 1976. From
1987 to 1990 he was
Superior of the
R e d e m p t o r i s t
Community at
Kinnoull, Perth,
Scotland and direc-
tor of Missions. He
then served as a
parish priest in
Liverpool and
Southwark, and was
a member of the
Mission Team.

The Catholic Grandparents Association (CGA) was formally
launched in England and Wales on the 9th May 2014.
The event held at Westminster Cathedral Hall, was attended by
around 100 representatives from all over England and Wales.
Along with many people from both dioceses and parishes there
was also a  strong representation from Marriage Care, The
Catholic Women’s League, Grandparents Association and
Familias, the National Association for Diocesan Marriage and
Family Life Coordinators. 
Following the welcome from Bishop John Arnold (Westminster),
Catherine Wiley, Founder of the CGA gave an encouraging
speech which charted the birth and history of the association and
how it has continued to develop globally over the past twelve
years. The Association is now active in many countries including
the Philippines, Australia and  Malta and very soon it will
launch in the United States. She said that she was ‘overjoyed
that the Association is now formally launched in England and
Wales, in the country where it all began’. She paid tribute to
Bishop Kieran Conry who initiated the CGA in his Diocese of
Arundel and Brighton under the direction of Katherine Bergin,
Diocesan Coordinator for Marriage and Family Life. Katherine is
now the National CGA Coordinator for England and Wales.
From this beginning followed a pilot in Arundel and Brighton
which was led by Christine Evans and currently has set up six
groups across the diocese. 
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, who had taken time out from his
schedule to join the launch, said that what had particularly
struck him were the two principle aims of the Association, to
keep prayer at the heart of the family and to pass on the faith.
Speaking of his own experience, he said that ‘Grandparents are
often the real point at which creativity is introduced. Sometimes
things between parents and their children are not always that
easy. You (grandparents) know because you’ve done it…..the
grandparents are like… an escape valve. You know, you can deal
differently with the children.’ In conclusion he added, ‘So thank
you very much for the Association, thank you very much for
those two key objectives that you have set yourselves, they are
intensely relevant to this moment in the history of the life of the
Church. And I hope the Association now goes from strength to
strength. Thank you all very much indeed.’
The day concluded with Mass celebrated by Bishop Kieran
Conry. 

Westminster

Send news reports, photos and other
material to the news editor, Mrs Margaret
Busby, 1 Bewcastle Close, Bedford, MK41
8BQ: e-mail:vine02@
globalnet.co.uk We promise to print your
news as soon as we can find space for it. 
Material  should be e-mailed whenever
possible. If this cannot be done for digital
pictures they should be sent to us on
disc.Send photographs in jpg format as
separate attachments, and not embedded
in Word documents. Urgent and dated
items should reach us by the first Sunday
of the month before publication. 
A booklet of advice on writing news
reports for The Vine is available on
request. 
Parental permission must be sought
before  photographs of minors are sent for
publication.
While we accept unsolicited feature arti-
cles, we reserve the  right to edit the text
or not to publish. Letters for publication
must include a name and address, which
will be omitted by request.
The content of each issue is decided by the
editor, Fr. Paul Hardy,email: vine01@
btopenworld.com 
Views expressed in The Vine are not nec-
essarily those of the editors or of the
Diocese. The publisher of The Vine,
Bellcourt, deals with advertising. Those
wishing to place advertisements should
telephone 01440 730399. Difficulties with
distribution should be referred to Mrs
Busby. 

Getting into print

Important note
If you are pro-
viding photos
with your
news story (as
we hope you
will), please
r e m e m b e r
that pictures
taken using a
t e l e p h o n e
often don’t
r e p r o d u c e
well in print.

May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be praised, loved, adored and
glorified throughoutthe  whole world, now and forever. 

Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT



Formerly called ‘Low Sunday’, Divine
Mercy Sunday was fortuitously changed
when Pope John Paul II canonised Saint
Faustina on the Second Sunday of Easter
in the Jubilee Year 2000.  He then pro-
claimed to the world: ‘From now on
throughout the Church this Sunday will
be called Divine Mercy Sunday’. 
It was only fitting, therefore, that Pope

Francis should choose this day for the
canonisation of Popes John PaulII and
John XXIII. What a grace-filled occasion
to have two Popes canonised by our reign-
ing Pope in the presence of the Pope
Emeritus!
To mark this remarkable occasion

Father Wayne Coughlin, in Great
Missenden, commissioned an icon of each
Pope. These were written by local iconog-
raphers Constantina Woods, for St John
Paul II, and Bella Cherry, for St John
XXIII.  The icon of Pope St John Paul II is
to find a permanent home in the Church of
the Immaculate Heart of Mary where he
will be a special focus of devotion for the
Polish community.  
St Anne’s Church in Wendover is an

ecumenical building where the icon of
Pope St John XXIII will become its even-
tual home.  This is particularly appropri-
ate for John XXIII who, in calling the
Second Vatican Council, ushered in a
renewed ecumenical dimension to the
Catholic Church.

The icons of now St John XXIII and St
John Paul II were appropriately blessed
on Divine Mercy Sunday, 27th April, by
Father Wayne and Father Roman Werner
SChr, our Polish Priest.  It was a wonder-
fully and powerfully emotive sight to see
these two icons being processed into
Church by the iconographers. What is

more, they were invited to stand with the
icon they had created for its blessing!  
We were also fortunate in being able to

celebrate the third of the Sunday Masses
with our Polish brothers and sisters and
so celebrating this momentous day in the
life of our Church.

Furthermore, in this wonderful spirit

of different parishes coming together to
share their God-given gifts, for the after-
noon Devotions we were joined by people
from Bletchley, Milton Keynes, Luton and
from across the Diocese!
Father Wayne will be very happy for

other parishes to borrow the icons.
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GREAT MINDS LIKE A THINK
Heythrop College Open Day

Wednesday 2 July 11am-4pm

 

020 7795 6600  ft

BA Religions  

 

BA Theology
BA Theology & Religions Religion

New icons for new saints

Living the rosary

Foundation stage children from St.
Gregory’s Catholic Primary School in
Northampton made a live rosary.
These young children learned about the
beauty of the mysteries of the rosary.
Then the children went onto the play-

ground and each child curled themselves
into a rosary bead, with one child becom-
ing a crucifix.
The result was electrifyingly inspiring.
The children became a rosary showing the
love and unity of our Catholic Faith.

Bella Cherry and Constantina Woods with by Father Wayne and Father Roman Werner SChr

These new icons
can be borrowed
for use in your

parish
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On the Feast of St Augustine of
Canterbury, May 27th, the Mass for
ProLife Organisations was held in
Bedford at the Church of The Holy Child
and St Joseph, the home of the Shrine of
Our Lady of Guadalupe. Bishop John
Sherrington, Auxiliary Bishop of
Westminster, was the principal cele-
brant, assisted by local priests and Fr
Jacob Hausman (Chaplain to the
Helpers of God’s Precious Infants). The
reading, from the first letter of St Paul to
the Thessalonians, was by Mr Ed Smith
(Chairman of the Alliance of ProLife
Students) and the bidding prayers  were
led by Mr John Smeaton (CEO SPUC)

and Mr Christopher Langley (Good
Counsel). In his homily, Bishop John
focussed on the protection of human life
from conception to natural death,
expressing his concern on the abortion
crisis (8 million killed since the passing
of the abortion act) and the assisted sui-
cide bill; the sick and elderly needed
care, love and respect not killing.
In spite of the appalling weather, people
had travelled long distances to join us-
from Norfolk, London, Leeds, Luton and
Northampton. In the large congregation
were Dr Robert Hardie (President,
Catholic Medical Association)

Bedford hosts
pro-life groups

Young members of St Brendan’s Parish,
Corby were each recently presented with
a copy of YOUCAT, the Youth Catechism
of the Catholic Church. 
The books were made available to

parishes across the Diocese by
Northampton Youth Ministry Office
(NYMO); and they were enthusiastically
received by the young parishioners.
The teenagers are all actively involved

in the life of the Parish as readers, mem-
bers of the Folk Group and as altar
servers. 
The presentation was made on 16th

February 2014, the second anniversary
of the death of Sister Kieran Byrne,
OSC, who for many years had been
involved in Catholic education and in
supporting the young people of the
Parish.

Back to
the catechism

The SVP Conference and CAFOD from St.
Alban’s Winslow joined together to organ-
ise a fundraising evening with a
Romanian theme on the 17th May and
what an evening it was!   
Well attended by parishioners from our

small community, everyone was interest-
ed and eager to find out more about the
country and the SVP Conference project in
aid of a Romanian Nursery. The spon-
sored nursery is located in the village of
Gheraesti - Neamt, in the Northeast of
Romania
There was Romanian food, music and

dancing, traditional costumes and a pres-
entation on Romania. The proceeds from a

raffle, which raised a further £80, are to
be donated to CAFOD.   
The aim of the Romanian project is

ongoing to provide some much needed
educational materials and toys. The first
consignment has already been sent and
both children and teachers in Romania
were delighted.  
The evening raised in excess of £360

through ticket sales and donations. We
say a massive thank you to everyone who
attended and donated food. 
And there will be a massive thank you

from the children, teachers and parents in
Gheraesti – Neamt, Romania.

Winslow goes
Romanian

Ed Smith (Chairman, Alliance of ProLife Students), Alithea Williams (Vice
Chairman, Alliance of Prolife Students), Christopher Langley (ex-Luton GC),
Bishop John Sherrington (Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster), John Curtin
(Northampton CC  SVP President ), John Smeaton (SPUC CEO)  Margaret

Langley (ex Luton GC)
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01908 572700  
www.sfcs.org.uk   email: enquiries@sfcs.org.uk
Venue: St Francis’ Children’s Society, Collis House, 48 Newport Road,   
                    Woolstone, Milton Keynes MK15 0AA.

St Francis’ Children’s Society 
is an ‘Outstanding’ rated adoption 
charity based in Milton Keynes. 
We offer lifelong post adoption support to 
our adoptive families including: counselling, advice 
and support, therapy, training, workshops and 
family events.

Our specialist social workers and therapists are on 
hand to offer support at every step of your 
adoption journey.

Over 7000 children in the UK are currently waiting for families

Registered Charity Number 211670

Wednesday 6th March
Wednesday 3rd April

Starting at 6.30pm ending at 8.00pm

A warm welcome awaits you!

Adoption information evenings
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St Francis’ Children’s Society, Collis House, 48 Newport Road,   

email: enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

Registered Charity Number 211670

Wednesday 2 July 2014
Wednesday 6 August 2014

St Francis’ Children’s Society held the
official opening of their brand new Family
Centre on May 8.
The weather wasn’t entirely kind, but
nonetheless, around 70 people turned out
to mark the occasion.  Guests included
adoptive families, representatives of local
authorities and other adoption services,
St. Francis’ fundraisers and donors, and
Milton Keynes Mayor, Cllr Brian White.
The Centre was officially opened by 5 chil-
dren who themselves were adopted
through the Society.  Ranging from 5 to 18
years old, Lois, Sheneka, John, Sean and
Demi all joined together to “cut the rib-
bon”.  A piece of artwork featuring all of
their handprints will shortly be displayed
in the entrance hall of the Centre to com-
memorate this grand opening.
Once everyone had moved indoors, Kalista
and Alex, also adopted through the
Society, cut a specially made cake.  A buf-
fet was provided by MacIntyre Catering,
and guests were able to enjoy a glass of
something fizzy as they took a look around
the new facilities!
Entertainment for the evening was pro-
vided by MK magician Chris Richards,
who wandered amongst the guests and
wowed them all with his close-up magic
tricks.
St. Francis’ Children’s Society CEO,
Alison Miller, said: “We are delighted to
finally open the doors of our Family
Centre.  After almost a year of building
and fundraising, we now have a fantastic
space which will greatly enhance our
already extensive adoption support servic-

es.  Significant numbers of children in
care come from complex backgrounds and
have had traumatic experiences; some of
these children need specialised support in
order to settle and thrive throughout their
developing life. Our aim has always been
to support children and their adopters on
their adoption journey, and the Centre
will be invaluable to our continued success
in this area.”
Cllr Brian White, Mayor of Milton
Keynes, said: “I was present at the open-
ing of the Society’s offices in Woolstone
nearly 14 years ago, and was part of the
planning committee which approved this
new Family Centre. It is wonderful to be
back, and to see how the Society is grow-
ing and expanding its support services for
adoptive families across the region.”
The Centre is a new, self-contained
annexe positioned to the rear of the
Society’s site, and the space is light, invit-
ing and encouraging.  Although the
Centre is now operational, the Society are
still fundraising to fully furnish it.  Pledge
forms were available on the night so that
guests could offer to buy individual items
for the Centre, and the Society were
delighted with the response.  The Society
will be purchasing some specialist equip-
ment for use in therapy sessions, but they
also need to purchase the basics, from
sofas to cutlery, and coffee tables to
lamps.  
Anyone interested in making a donation
to help furnish the Family Centre should
contact the Society’s fundraiser, Dominik
Byrne - dominikb@sfcs.org.uk.

New SFCS
Family Centre

opens



Page 6 The Vine July 2014

Forty priests of the diocese accompanied
Bishop Peter to Italy for a study week
from May 12-16. They stayed in the Villa
Palazzola, which overlooks Lake Albano,
twenty miles south of Rome. It boasts a
sun-trap of a terrace, and a fine outdoor
swimming pool, although only two hardy
souls were seen in it.
The villa began life as a rich Roman
Consul’s summer hide-away. In turn it
became a Cistercian monastery, a
Franciscan friary and a hospital for recov-
ering alcoholics. All the patients died in
the Spanish flu which swept Europe after
World War 1. Seminary rector Mgr (later

Cardinal) Hinsley bought the villa as a
summer home for the student priests from
the Venerable English College in Rome. It
is now used as a student facility and as an
hotel.

‘The Joy of the Gospel’, the Apostolic
Exhortation from Pope Francis, was the
theme of the week. Two speakers offered
their reflections. First was Mgr Rod
Strange, rector of the Beda College in
Rome, and a regular columnist in The
Times newspaper. He was followed by
Mgr Pat Kilgarriff, former rector of the
English College, and now parish priest in

Malvern.
The priests had a free day on Wednesday.
Some attended the papal audience. Others
explored Rome and had a tour of the
Venerable English College. The week
ended with a concelebrated Mass in the

parish church at Castelgandolfo, directly
across the lake from Palazzola. And then
it was back home to a parish weekend,
with numerous weddings and First
Communions.

Pictures: Andrew Behrens, Paul Hardy, Seamus Keenan. 
Above: Mgr Rod Strange talks to the group. Top left, leisure on the terrace.

Braver souls at the pool.  Below: Dining and wining.

Priests’ study 
week in Roman villa

Bishop Peter visited Holy Cross Church
in Bedford earlier this year to formally
accept two candidates for the Diaconate.
Tony Quinn and Crispin Walking-Lee

began the three year training course for

the diaconate almost a year ago.
They are both married with families.

Their wives give them great support and
attend the monthly meetings at Wonersh
with their husbands.

Bedford marks two
more deacons in

training
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IF YOU
WOULD LIKE
TO FILL THIS
SPACE CALL

01440
730399

On the first May Bank Holiday this year, the Rye Park in High
Wycombe basked in sunshine and drew record crowds to the
annual May Fayre, organised by the parishes of St Augustine’s
and Blessed John Henry Newman.
With all the distinctive family atmosphere of a traditional fair,

this year there were 35 different stalls, including hot grilled food,
Polish food, Filipino food, cakes and refreshments, as well as the
many activities for old and young alike, from bouncy castles, tin
can alley, bat the rat, toys and face painting to books, bric-a-brac,
fancy goods, bottle tombola, the beer tent and more.
The fayre was opened by Wycombe MP Steve Baker and the

Mayor of High Wycombe Cllr Trevor Snaith.  The day’s pro-
gramme then got under way with the Filipino children’s tradi-
tional dance display and then moved to traditional maypole
dancing, fancy dress display and children’s line dancing, as well
performances by Katie Kartwheel’s aerial spectacular, Mlody
Las Polish dance troupe, Jackie Palmer Dance Troupe, Pinky’s
Magic show and the Ferrero Rocha’s Band.
The fayre is the biggest social occasion, as well as fundraiser,

for the parishes and is also significant in the calendar of town
activities, being a showcase event for the Wycombe Arts Festival.
It is also the largest fund raising event for the parishes and this
year raised a record profit of around £19,000.
The fayre was started in 1981 on the inspiration of Father

Willie Strain.  And so, in this year that he finally retires, it is a
fitting tribute to all that he has done for the parish that it has
been such a record success both socially and financially.

Tony Baron, Chairman, St Augustine’s High Wycombe, MAY
FAYRE GROUP

Pictures: 
top, fancy dress;
below, Mlody

Las; bottom, Katy
Kartwheel.

All the fun
of the

Wycombe
May  
Fayre

10 x 2

to fill
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Catholic CMS
Websites

Web Designs created by Catholics 
who understand Catholic

spirituality.

Discounts to charities.

Contact:clove@btinternet.com.

www.arisen-webdesign.com 

 

Roman Catholic priests and brothers since 1540
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TangneyTangney ToursTours
Pilgrimages 1974 - 2014Pilgrimages 1974 - 2014

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: info@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

5126 ABTA No.Y5280

1 Night Special Pilgrimage
19 – 20 July - £199  

29 August – 1 September - £399 
Free Single Room

26 September – 3 October - £540
3 October – 10 October - £540

Free Single Room
These off ers are subject to availability and 

confi rmation at the time of booking. Based on 
3 star Beau Site or similar.

Lourdes Air off ers in 2014
Direct from Stansted

St
op

 P
re

ss
!

Join Northampton Diocese 
on their Lourdes Pilgrimage

With Bishop Peter Doyle
and the Catholic Association

By Air 22 - 29 August  - from £775
By Train 22 - 29 August - from £710   

These prices are subject to availability and 
confi rmation at the time of booking.

2014 theme - the Joy of Conversion

With the World Cup finally here, CAFOD is encouraging people
to remember the needs of those living in severe poverty and
hardship in São Paulo and other cities where the tournament is
taking place.  The World Cup is costing Brazil £8.8 billion – the
most expensive World Cup in history! 90% of that money is com-
ing from Brazilian taxpayers.  
In Brazil, £8 billion would pay for more than two million new
homes in a country where one fifth of the population, or 40 mil-
lion people, are living in poverty.  The price of public transport,
food and rent is rising sharply, little is being done to improve
housing, schools and hospitals.  At the same time, billions of
pounds are being spent on hosting the World Cup. For many peo-
ple, the World Cup has meant losing their homes.  
Everyone wants the World Cup in Brazil to be a huge success,
but that shouldn’t be at the expense of the poorest and most vul-
nerable people. 
We particularly want to show solidarity with the thousands of
families who have faced eviction from their homes to make way
for construction projects relating to the World Cup, with no
respect for their rights and no proper arrangements made for re-
housing them.
Supporters can also make donations to support our work in
Brazil, including our partners working to help the poorest com-
munities in São Paulo, via www.cafod.org.uk/brazil.
Does this mean CAFOD is against the World Cup taking place in
Brazil? We are simply asking those authorities to put the needs
of their poorest citizens first, ensure progress in all the areas out-
lined in our letter, and protect citizenship and human rights.
Does this is mean CAFOD endorses the ‘riots’ in Brazil?
CAFOD always opposes violence in any form.
But the World Cup will be good for all the Brazilian people
because of all the tourism, etc.? It definitely will be good for
Brazil, and we saw that ourselves with the boost that London got
from the Olympics in 2012. But the poorest people are losing
their homes or their livelihoods to enable the World Cup to hap-
pen, and that’s wrong.
Is it any of our business? And what’s the World Cup got to do
with CAFOD? Clearly when governments in countries where we
are working in are taking action which works against the objec-
tives of CAFOD and its partners to help the poorest and most
vulnerable people, we have a duty to speak up. When the spot-
light is on a country, we should use the opportunity to highlight
these problems and hopefully get something done about them.
What will happen when an action is taken on the website? Each
time an action is taken via the CAFOD website a Portuguese
translation of the email will be sent to the Brazilian authorities. 

Picture: A football team playing at CAFOD partner, GCASC’s
project ‘Growing towards peace’ in Northeast Brazil.  Before each
game the young people have ‘conversation circles’ to debate
issues such as drugs, respect, unity and solidarity/ This helps
them overcomes problems of violence and drugs prevalent in
their area. 
Photo: Aity. 

World Cup -
Fair play
or foul?

On Sat May 10
‘Team St. Teresa’
from St. Teresa’s
parish in
B e a c o n s f i e l d
entered the Pink
Ribbon Breast
Cancer Care walk. 
Held annually

in the beautiful
grounds of
Blenheim Palace,
this 10 kilometer
walk celebrated its
10th anniversary
this year.  
The aim of the

charity and its
events is to pro-
vide help and sup-
port for individu-
als and their fami-

lies who are affect-
ed by this devas-
tating illness.
Despite dire

weather warnings
our team, compris-
ing of Marina
M a c l e o d ,
Benedicte Nolan,
Sian Lloyd White,
Annie Dunster,
Suzanna Goode,
Debbie Keegan,
Nina Costley,
Juliette French,
Joan Fisher,
Gerard and
Benedicte Nolan,
and Jonathan,
Sian, Seamus and
Niamh Lloyd
White set out and

completed the
challenge.  
It really was a

wonderful day,
and due to the
generosity of
p a r i s h i o n e r s ,
friends and family
we raised over
£3,500.  
What’s more the

weather warnings
were wrong and
the weather was
kind! 
Many thanks

again to all our
sponsors and to
those who took
part.   

Kevin Broderick

Team St Teresa beats the
bounds at Blenheim Palace

Year 8 at St. Paul’s school,
Milton Keynes, used their
days of recollection this year
to reflect on the CAFOD
theme ‘Dig deep’.  They
thought about what this
means because generally “Dig
deep” seems like quite a vast
subject. So they did some
teamwork activities, that
proved to them that through
perseverance, anything and
everything is possible. They
watched a video which
showed some statistics of
world poverty today and it
opened their eyes to the
things people in this world

are suffering and going
through. 
They also had a world auc-

tion which showed how unfair
world trade is to the LEDC’s.
At the end of it all they made
some prayers for those who
are suffering with droughts,
floods and all the terrible nat-
ural disasters. They wrote
these in vegetables to symbol-
ise how ripe their fruits will
be and all the things they can
make. ‘We should all try and
dig deep in ourselves’ say
Year 8, ‘and think of what
others round the world are
going through’.

Students 
dig

deeper

Immaculate Heart ofImmaculate Heart of
Mary ChurchMary Church

(Great Missenden) and(Great Missenden) and
St Anne's ChurchSt Anne's Church
(Wendover)(Wendover)

Further information available at 
www.ihmmissenden.org.uk 

(01494) 862049  
Friday, 25th July

Vigil of the Parish Solemnity of St Anne
Mass in St Anne's Church, Wendover

(7:00pm)
Celebratory Meal

Guest Preacher: Fr Oliver Holt OSB
ALL WELCOME!



Fr. Mark Elvins died
in Oxford on May 1.
He was resident priest
at  Winslow between
November 2011 and
April 2013. The son of
an Anglican vicar, he
joined the military and
then, in civilian life,
as a gallery manager
and as Assistant
Editor of Debrett’s
Peerage. On
Christmas Eve 1968,
as an Anglican
Deacon,  he was
received into the
Catholic Church. He
was ordained a  priest at
Arundel on Easter Sunday
1973 and was Assistant
Curate at Arundel Cathedral.
From 1980 until 1990 he
served at St Mary Magdalene’s
parish church in Brighton,
holding additionally the post of
Chaplain to the Master of the
Worshipful Company of
Scriveners of the City of
London. From 1990 until 1993
he was parish priest of
Henfield. In 1999, he was pro-
fessed in the Order of Friars
Minor Capuchin and was a
Provincial Definitor from 2006
to 2011.
During the academic year
2005-2007, he was the Roman
Catholic Chaplain to the
University of Central

Lancashire. In 2007, Elvins
was appointed Warden of
Greyfriars, Oxford and upon
the dissolution of the perma-
nent private hall was appoint-
ed Guardian of the friary
(Greyfriars) from 2008 t0
2011.
Throughout his life he was
particularly concerned for the
homeless and was the founder
of Simon House in Oxford
(1967), St Thomas Fund for
the Homeless in Brighton
(1980), and Becket Homes in
Canterbury (1997), as well as
being a co-founder of the
Thomas More Legal Centre. In
2011, he founded Regina
Palestinae (Our Lady of
Palestine), a charity for the
support of poor families in
Palestine.
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Mrs Cathie Clifford

Fr Mark Elvins

St. John Rigby Catholic Primary School in Bedford, celebrat-
ed the Mass of Induction for new Head Teacher, Mr. Adam
Palmer. The Mass was concelebrated by Mgr Kevin
McGinnell and a number of priests serving the parishes asso-
ciated with the school.
Adam was joined by his wife Catherine and his three

children.  Governors, staff, school families and colleagues
from his previous schools were also present to mark this joy-
ful occasion. The school song group led the music with a little
help from Adam on guitar leading the Mass settings.  
Adam was presented with the school mission statement, a

copy of the Word of God and the Diocesan candle. In a brief
speech Adam thanked his colleagues, past and present for
their support and guidance over the years. He went on to talk
about the great privilege as well as the great responsibility he
has undertaken by reflecting on the words of the Risen Christ
to the disciples in the Upper Room.
“Happy are those who cannot see, yet believe”. There are

fewer places where the presence of Christ is more evident
than in our schools. We must never let the pressures and pol-
itics of education stand in the way of our joy in witnessing
that Jesus is present amongst us.”
Picture: The morning after the mass Mr. Palmer shows
the children the special gifts that were presented to
him.

New head leads
the music

At St Gregory’s School in Bedford, this season of Lent, as
always, has been an opportunity to support those less fortu-
nate than ourselves.
The Thursday Soup Kitchen proved extremely popular with

both staff and pupils. Fund raising for the AVOCA Charity
culminated on Oscar Romero Day where the full range of the
pupils’ entrepreneurial skills was in evidence. Their creativi-
ty, leadership qualities and powers of persuasion were inspir-
ing. The funds raised so far are in excess of £1,900, a truly
remarkable achievement!  
Families have also been generous in donating football boots

which were shipped out to Soyapango in Central America. 
Following on from our AVOCA fundraising we were visited

by Adam Bates one of the football coaches who travelled to El
Salvador.  The coaches ran football camps in three different
areas for pupils ranging from 5 to 15 years. The kit and boots
that we had provided were divided between the different com-
munities that they visited. Adam spoke movingly about the
warm reception that they were given and he presented the
school with a framed shirt which had been signed by a num-
ber of the children from San José.

Generous Lent

Catherine Sarah Duffy was born in Coatbridge, Lanarkshire on
4th May 1948, the fourth daughter of Pat (a railway guard) and
Sarah Duffy. In July 1971 she married Ray in St Monica’s
church in Coatbridge. She then moved to London with her new
husband and in 1973, to Middlesbrough. There she gave birth to
three sons, the first of whom died before Catherine saw him. In
1980, the family moved to Northampton where she gave birth to
her fourth son in the late 80s. She eventually  became the
Secretary to the General Practitioner’s Liaison Group in
Northampton General Hospital.
In 1995, she became secretary to the Bishop of Northampton, a
job which she loved. Cath retired in May 2008 but was diagnosed
with Breast Cancer in May 2010. Archbishop Kevin McDonald,
who preached at her funeral, paid his own tribute. ‘Cathie was a
woman of deep faith in God and her response to God’s love found
expression in her love and fidelity to Ray and to her sons
Adam,Richard and James as well as her grand-daughter Grace.
She was also highly competent in the world of work and the last
thirteen years of her life were spent as secretary to the Bishop of
Northampton- or rather to three bishops of Northampton!
During my time as Bishop of Northampton she was a cheerful,
positive and very competent presence in Bishops House. She will
be deeply missed by her family and by many friends and fellow
parishioners.”

Obituaries

Feast of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel  

Blessed Virgin Mary to Saint Dominic,
"One Day through the Rosary and
Scapular I will save the World."

"Whosoever dies clothed in this (scapular)
shall not suffer eternal fire."

This is Mary's Promise made July 16, 1251 to
Saint Simon Stock.

Prayer of St. Simon Stock
O beautiful Flower of Carmel, most fruitful vine,

Splendour of Heaven, Holy and
singular, who brought forth the Son of God, still
ever remaining a Pure Virgin, assist me in this

necessity. 0 Star of the Sea, help and protect me!
Show me that Thou are my Mother.

Rosary Procession/Gathering
On the vigil of

Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Tuesday 15th July 2014 at 6pm.

Christ the Cornerstone church
300 Saxon Gate West, Central Milton Keynes

MK9 2ES
The family that prays together - stays together.

For more information please phone
Catherine on 07768 161 664

Joe Walsh Tours  |  www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk  |  
0203 468 0617  |  0161 820 8790  |  0151 909 2871  |  
0292 000 3865  |  0141 530 5060  |  
Bonded and Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  

LOURDES
PILGRIMAGES 2014

DIOCESE OF LEEDS 
11 July  |  6 nights  |  from Leeds

DIOCESE OF DUNKELD  
11 July  |  7 nights  |  from Edinburgh

£
from £629

pps

£
from £699

pps

ARCHDIOCESE OF GLASGOW  
18 July  |  7 nights  |  from Glasgow

£
from £719

pps

ARCHDIOCESE OF LIVERPOOL  
25 July  |  7 nights  |  from Liverpool

WELSH NATIONAL PILGRIMAGE 
27 July  |  5 nights  |  from Cardiff

DIOCESE OF SALFORD 
1 August  |  6 nights  |  from Manchester

£
from £689

pps

£
from £599

pps

£
from £625

pps

2 September  |  5 nights  
£

from £579
pps
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In response to a significant increase in
rough sleepers in Slough, two charities
joined together in a new approach to pro-
vide temporary emergency night shelter.  
The London and Slough Run (LASR)

and Slough Homeless Our Concern
(SHOC) reached out to local churches and
communities inviting them to open their
doors and take in homeless people who
would otherwise be sleeping in doorways
and graveyards.
The response was hugely positive. Nine

churches signed up for the programme
each providing a night of shelter, food and
friendship every week.  Their local congre-
gations prepared hot food and drinks and
then sat to chat with their guests before
lights out. The following morning, the
guests were driven back to SHOC where
they got further support throughout the
day.  
The initiative, which started in

January, finished at the end of March and
the rough sleepers returned to the streets.
The two local charities were proud to have
succeeded in keeping up to 25 people
indoors on the coldest nights of the year.  
Currently, in Slough there are 40 rough

sleepers – men, women and even
teenagers.  The numbers reached this
record high in a relatively short space of
time following policy changes which allow
other boroughs to send homeless people to
Slough.  
Funding this venture is a challenge and

both The London and Slough Run and
SHOC need help to pay for the winter
shelters and to plan for next year when
they fully expect to have to repeat the pro-
gramme.  Donations can be made through
http://www.justgiving.com/LondonandS
loughRun.

Ray Waite Chairman of SHOC said
“This new community approach has been
a great success and already we are plan-
ning for next year. We are hugely depend-
ent on the community and hope that we
can run the programme for an extra
month next winter. We are looking for
local businesses to work with us so that
we can provide shelter for more people
and help them to get off the streets perma-
nently.”
John Power, Chairman, The London

and Slough Run, said: “We can be grateful
that for 63 nights, up to 25 people did not
have to endure the bitter cold, the rain
and winds. We know that some of our
guests were able to help themselves get off
the streets permanently. Simply by keep-
ing off the streets at night enabled them
to find longer-term solutions.”
“I felt strangely energised, humble and

proud to be one of the team as guests and
volunteers worked together” said Mark
Johnson, Burnham & Slough Deanery Lay
Chair and Volunteer.
The London and Slough Run is a soup

run which has been going for 30 years pro-
viding hot food and drinks to homeless
people each week and has  signed up to a
housing justice winter night shelter fran-
chise (a leading authority) who have
accredited the scheme. SHOC has been
helping homeless people in Slough since
1997, providing much needed support pro-
viding training, help with housing and
processing through the local council sys-
tems. 
For more information visit:

www.thelondonandsloughrun.com for the
London and Slough Run and www.slough-
homeless.org for SHOC.

Slough
gives home 
from home

This Lent the Holy Father asked for a
‘Twenty Four Hours for the Lord’ to be
celebrated in at least one church in each
diocese.  This would be a time of adora-
tion, of prayer and penance.
SS Philip and James, Bedford, helped

by other priests in the town, was happy
to respond to Pope Francis’ wish.
Beginning on the Friday evening, and
ending with First Vespers for Laetare
Sunday, the Blessed Sacrament was
exposed and the Confessional manned.  
The response made the work and

sleeplessness well worth it. Even
between two and six in the morning
there were constantly people coming and
going – though at times there were only
two people in church.  Confession at
three o’clock in the morning may not be
the usual thing but there were those who
came.
And why not?  Go to Tesco’s at any

hour of the day or night and you will see
people on their errands – and there is
something greater than Tesco’s here.

Greater than Tesco

Next
deadline
June 30

Bishop Peter began his Pastoral Letter
for the feast of the Ascension with a word
of gratitude. 
‘I want to thank you all for your witness
to the faith, and for all that you con-
tribute to the family of the Church by
your presence and your prayer here at
Mass. I also want to encourage you on
the journey to heaven’.
The Bishop then invited us to be men
and women of hope, even when life is dif-
ficult. ‘The faith that we express today,
that Jesus is risen from the dead and
that he now sits at the right hand of the
Father, gives us hope both now and for
the future. Whatever your situation, and
for some of us life is very tough, God is
calling us to be people of hope. It is a
hope based on the forgiveness of our sins
and on God’s infinite love for each one of
us.
What stops me being a person of hope is
relying on my own resources. When I do
that, so often I fail. Of course, I have to
do my best, but all the time my trust
must be in God and not in myself. At
times, what God asks of us can seem too
much - being faithful to him as a single
person, or in my marriage, or after the
loss of a spouse.
The big challenge to us is what Christ
asks of the disciples and of us before his
Ascension – “Go, therefore, make disci-
ples of all the nations; baptise them in
the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teach them to
observe all the commands I gave you.”
Looking round at most Masses, we can
see how that command has been fulfilled
as we gather from many nations and lan-
guages but so many of our family and
friends are missing except, perhaps, at
Christmas; and so many of our neigh-
bours have no knowledge of Jesus and
our faith. But the Gospel ends with
Jesus’ promise “to be with us until the

end of time.”
Jesus leaves us with the responsibility of
continuing his saving work of love but
also with the grace of his presence in the
Spirit. That gives us confidence and hope
that must shine out as we leave Mass
today. If it does not because of pride or
hurt or selfishness, pray that the Spirit
may come down upon you to heal you.
In these weeks I am privileged to see the
work of the Spirit in the parishes as I
confirm both young people and adults
around the Diocese. I have been moved
by the way young people have received
the Sacrament and by the way clergy
and catechists have prepared them. The
Holy Spirit is at work in you, making you
witnesses to Jesus Christ in a world
which is both searching for and seeming-
ly rejecting faith in God’. The Bishop also
reminded us that he is about to ordain
four more Permanent Deacons, and to
see a student priest ordained to the dia-
conate.
‘Today is also World Communications
Day. Not only do we have to think of our
individual call to proclaim the Good
News. Key to communicating “to the
whole world” is the Church’s work in the
media. For Pope Francis that is about
encountering people respectfully and
engaging with their questions and their
doubts. So, with my thanks and encour-
agement to you I ask for your prayers
and support for the Church’s work in the
media.
“May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of your mind so that
you can see what hope his call holds for
you, what rich glories he has promised
the saints will inherit, and how infinite-
ly great is the power that he has exer-
cised for us believers.” (Eph 1:18-19)

+ Peter
Bishop of Northampton 

Pastoral
Letter
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Greg Watts 23.4.14. Seafarers
“There are few industries as defiantly
opaque as this one. Even offshore bankers
have not developed a system as intricate-
ly elusive as the flag of convenience,
where ships can fly the flag of a state that
has nothing to do with its owner, cargo,
crew or route,” says Rose George, whose
book Deep Sea and Foreign Going goes
behind the scenes in the hidden world of
shipping.
This month [July 13] is Sea Sunday, when
the Church asks us
to pray for seafarers
and support the
work of Apostleship
of the Sea, whose
chaplains and ship
visitors provide
practical and pas-
toral help in ports
around Britain.
To experience the reality of the life of a
seafarer, George joined the crew of
Kendal, a container ship sailing between
Felixstowe and Singapore. The journey
took 39 days.
She soon discovered that much of what we
buy in the high street – clothes, mobile
phones, fruit, cars, fuel – has been trans-
ported by sea. The largest container ship,
for example, can carry 15,000 boxes and
hold 746 million bananas, one for every
person in Europe.
Yet despite the changes modern technolo-
gy has brought to shipping, communica-
tion is still a major problem. Only 12 per
cent of a ship’s crew have internet access
at sea and two thirds have no access at all.
Mobile phones often don’t work and satel-
lite phones are expensive.
As a result, seafarers often lose contact

with their family back home for weeks or
months. Their child could be born, a par-
ent or relative die, or some crisis could
occur, and they wouldn’t know. 
This is one of the areas where the Catholic
Church and other churches have support-
ed seafarers through missions.  Many
ports have seafarers’ centres, like the one
in Immingham in Lincolnshire.
Father Colum Kelly, Apostleship of the
Sea port chaplain, lives in a flat above the
seafarers’ centre in the docks. He told

George that one of
the most common
requests from sea-
farers is for batter-
ies, because a bat-
tery can mean a lot
when you have been
without one for sev-
eral weeks. “Never
underestimate the

value of the small gesture,” he said.
George said of Father Colum, “His is a
ministry of small gestures with great
impact.  A SIM card, a battery, a gift for a
man who has spent yet another Christmas
at sea.
“Colum’s combination of dog collar and
hard hat puts him in a unique and useful
position. He can be minister, but also lis-
tener. Often seafarers tell him things they
would not dare tell people they consider to
be more official. He is a safe pair of ears.
“He stays because the newly ratified
Maritime Labour Convention might fill
those gaps between paper and practice
and make decency required and indecency
impossible. But if not, Colum will be there
with his hard hat, confronting strangers
who come to a strange land that they feed,
clothe and equip.”

Colum’s combination of
dog collar and hard

hat puts him
in a unique and useful

position.

They carry a banana 
for every person in Europe

10 x 2 
to fill 

CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.

Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect gift:
Bibles, missals, prayer books,
plaques, icons, statues, photo-
frames, fountains, fonts, crosses,
crucifixes, rosaries, candles,
incense, oil burners, mini cards to
inspire, occasion cards to celebrate,
and all at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone/fax

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm
Opposite the New
Highcross,
Leicester

M I Trust, 35-37, New Bond
Street,

Leicester  LE1 4RD.
Tel/Fax 0116 2513477

Website: www.mitrust.co.uk
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The sporting success of St Gregory’s School, Bedford,
goes from strength to strength!  
Year 8 Footballers are currently in the unique posi-

tion of being both Girls’ County Cup winners and
Boys’ County Cup winners.  An incredible achieve-
ment for a year group of only 90 pupils!  
The Year 8 boys retained the trophy they won last

year by once again beating Barnfield West. The team
delivered an outstanding performance of strength
and skill resulting in another County Cup for the
boys.

The Year 8 girls were entered into the County Cup
for the first time ever this year and after an incredi-
ble run made the final against Stopsley High in
Luton.  The girls were very nervous as this was
uncharted territory, but their nerves were soon
calmed as they quickly went into a thrilling final. St
Gregory’s emerged the victors following a last minute
goal, giving a final score of 3-2.
All of the girls were thrilled that in their first sea-

son of County football they are now County champi-
ons

“The Luton Knights of St Columba, Luton Council, are proud
to announce that they will sponsor 2 delegates from the
Northampton Youth Ministry centred at Holy Ghost, Luton to
the national Knights of St Columba Conference to be held at
Hinsley Hall, Leeds from 15th - 18th July. 
The them of the Conference is “Who is My Neighbour”. Keynote
speakers will include Fr. Peter Cullen, Catholic Chaplain to
University of Sheffield, on Understanding faith, agnostics and
faith cultures; Fr. Paul Farrar, Youth Chaplain on Learning on
the Lives and Actions of Saints to the present day, Ms Carol
Hill, Director of Catholic Care on Serving the Poor and
Marginalised in today’s society, Sister Eileen Keating of
Sisters of Presentation on Evangelising and Educating the
Underprivileged in Missionary and Home Territories and Tony
Britten, Past Supreme Knight on the Mission of the Order and
Serving God by Serving Others. 
The two delegates are Tom Backhouse, Head Boy at Cardinal
Newman School and James MacPherson also connected with
Cardinal Newman School”

St Joseph’s Catholic High School in Slough has a new
Headteacher.
Mr Stapleton’s Induction Mass was held on Tuesday 26th

November in the school hall.
Mgr Kevin McGinnell, the Episcopal Vicar for Education,

was joined by Fr Kevin O’Driscoll, Chair of Governors and
parish priest of Holy Family, and a number of local priests to
concelebrate Mass that had been specially prepared by the
school chaplain, Theresa Hargreaves.  
During the service the School Mission Statement, a candle

and a bible were presented to the Head to inspire him and
guide him in the ways of Christ Jesus.  
The event was attended by many pupils, former colleagues,

representatives from local schools and the staff who offered
him best wishes in his new role.  Mr Stapleton’s wife and two
daughters, parents and sister were also present to share in this
special occasion.    Afterwards refreshments were served in the
library.

New head for Slough School

Who is My Neighbour?

Champions

HOLY FAMILY
CATHOLIC  PRIMARY

SCHOOL
High Street, Langley, Slough  SL3 8NF

Headteacher Mrs O’Connor

Telephone 01753 541442

SAINT MARY'S
CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Woodside Way, Northampton, NN5 7HX

Headteacher

Mr Mark Wilson

Telephone: 01604 581011

SAINT MICHAEL’S

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Daws Hill Lane, High Wycombe,

Buckinghamshire HP11 1PW

Headteacher: Mr R Simpson B.Ed MA NPQH

Telephone: 01494 535196 

SAINT THOMAS MORE

CATHOLIC UPPER SCHOOL
Tyne Crescent, Bedford MK41 7UL

Headteacher Mr J Richardson

Telephone 01234 400222

THOMAS BECKET
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Becket Way, Kettering Road North,

Northampton NN3 6HT

Headteacher Yvonne Lucey

Telephone 01604 493211


