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Alarge group of candidates, catechumens and their
sponsors from parishes all over the diocese gathered
at the cathedral in Northampton on February 22nd.

They came for the ceremony of the ‘Rite of Election’, the an-
nual gathering when those who are being received into the
Church at Easter are presented to the Bishop.
During his welcoming homily the Bishop told the candi-
dates that this year marked the 25th year that the ceremony
has been held at the cathedral, and he was particularly
pleased to be welcoming them on this silver jubilee anniver-
sary.
He said that they had now been accepted as members of
the Elect, and he was delighted that they would be received
into the Church at Easter. He congratulated them as they
began their life-long journey of faith, and he reminded
them that they were joining a Church which existed in
every country on earth, and that, wherever they happened
to be, they would always find in the Church a friendly wel-
come and a peaceful sanctuary for prayer.

Story & pictures: Noel Guina
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Pope Francis is expected to canonize Blessed
Louis and Zelie Martin, the parents of St.
Therese of Lisieux, during the world Synod of
Bishops on the family in October.
Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congre-
gation for Saints’ Causes, leading a conference
Feb. 27 on the role of saints in the life of the
church, announced that “thanks be to God, in
October two spouses, parents of Saint Therese
of Lisieux, will be canonized.”
Blessed Louis and Marie Zelie Guerin Martin
were married in 1858. The couple had nine chil-
dren, but four of them died in infancy. The five
who survived — including St. Therese — all en-
tered religious life. Zelie Martin died of cancer
in 1877, at the age of 45; her husband died when
he was 70 in 1894.
The couple was beatified in 2008. They are be-
lieved to be the first parents of a saint to be be-
atified, highlighting the important role parents
play in their children’s human and spiritual up-
bringing.
Following normal Vatican procedures, before
their canonization the pope would have to rec-
ognize a miracle that occurred after prayers for
the couple’s intercession before God. The decree
is expected to be signed before Easter.
The next step would be for the pope to consult
with the church’s cardinals and hold a consistory
with cardinals present in Rome to announce the
decision to proceed with the ceremony during
the world Synod of Bishops on the family Oct. 4-
25. A Vatican official said that meeting probably
would take place in June.
According to the Lisieux shrine’s website, a mir-
acle being studied for the couple’s canonization
involves a little girl in the Diocese of Valencia,
Spain. Born prematurely and with multiple life-

threatening complications, Carmen suffered a
major brain hemorrhage, which could have
caused irreversible damage. Her parents prayed
for the couple’s intercession. The little girl sur-
vived and is healthy.
Pope Francis has a special devotion to St.
Therese. The pope used to keep a photo of the
19th-century French Carmelite nun on his li-
brary shelf when he was archbishop of Buenos
Aires. He has said that when he has a problem,
he asks St. Therese “not to solve it, but to take

it in her hands and help me accept it.” As a sign
that she’s heard his request, he said, “I almost
always receive a white rose.”
Before opening the October 2014 meeting of the
extraordinary Synod of Bishops on the family,
Pope Francis venerated the relics of St. Therese,
her parents and another couple, Blessed Luigi
and Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi; the relics were
brought to Rome specifically for prayers during
the bishops’ discussions about family life.
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01494 441 226

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail When phoning please quote VINE101

English Catholic History Association
The English Catholic History Association will be
hosting a meeting at St Augustine’s Catholic
Church, High Wycombe on Wednesday 15th

April 2015, 10:00am – 3:30pm. 
Speakers include Tony Reynolds author of ST
NICHOLAS OWEN, PRIEST-HOLE MAKER
and 
Mrs Margaret Osborne, former Northampton

Archivist – DUDLEY CHARLES CARY-
ELWES, BISHOP OF NORTHAMPTON 1921 to
1932. 
Other ECHA events in 2015 include visits to
Stonor Park and Glastonbury. 
Details: http://echa.org.uk or Northampton
Diocesan Co-ordinator Mrs Sheila Mawhood
01844 343669

Couple set for sainthood

The aid agency CAFOD, which worked closely
with Archbishop Oscar Romero, has expressed
delight that one of the great Church leaders of
modern history will be beatified. “Archbishop
Romero was one of the most inspirational fig-
ures of the 20th Century, and we are delighted
that his beatification has been confirmed,” said
Chris Bain, CAFOD’s Director. “He was an ex-
tremely brave man, who was inspired by his
faith to fight not just poverty but injustice, to
give a voice to the voiceless. “The reason that
CAFOD staff and supporters, like many
Catholics around the world, continue to hold
Romero in such high regard is obvious. He didn’t
simply talk about the need to love your neigh-
bour, but courageously denounced the violence
and named the injustices that plagued his coun-
try. He reminded us that Christ is found in peo-
ple living in poverty, and that we cannot ignore
the suffering of our brothers and sisters in need.

“His words were full of courage and hope, and
they still resonate strongly with us today.
‘Many,’ he said, ‘would like the poor to keep on
saying it is God’s will for them to live that way.
But it is not God’s will for some to have every-
thing and others to have nothing. That cannot
be of God.’” In the 1970s, CAFOD supported
Romero’s famous radio broadcasts, which – at a
time when the press was heavily censored –
were often the only means by which people in El
Salvador knew the truth about the atrocities oc-
curring in their country. When Romero’s radio
station was blown up, CAFOD provided funding
to rebuild it. After Romero was martyred, the
aid agency’s staff successfully petitioned Lam-
beth Council to rename the Brixton street where
their office was located ‘Romero Close’. And
when CAFOD moved to a new office in 2009, it
was named ‘Romero House’. 

CAFOD is delighted

Note
All stories and pictures  for publication in The Vine must be
sent directly to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy: vine01btopen-
world.com
Pictures must be sent as independent jpgs, and not embedded
in the text. 
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This year’s Mass for the celebration of mar-
riage looked like a set of perfectly timed co-
incidences.  Or perhaps it was just
well-planned! It took couples and families
to the church of Our Lady of Walsingham,
Corby, the beautifully re-furbished church
on the northern edge of the diocese. It was
St Valentine’s day, and the weather was
kind. The welcome was warm; the lunch
reviving and the two cantors perfectly in
tune. ‘Welcome to the north’, said parish
priest Fr. Michael Harrison.
Mass began with a striking symbol. Dioce-
san Family Life Co-ordinators, Eamonn
and Paola McMorrow brought to the sanc-
tuary an image of the Holy Family. Beside
it, a candle was lit to represent all Catholic
organisations active in fostering and sup-
porting marriage within the diocese.
For once, Bishop Peter didn’t mind the con-
gregation talking during his sermon.
‘There are so many people here that I
know’, he said, ‘it feels like a real family oc-
casion. Why don’t you say hello to the peo-
ple you don’t know’.
After his sermon Bishop Peter invited the
couples to re-dedicate themselves to each
other, using words which reflected the
marriage vow. ‘We pledge ourselves anew
to love and honour each other: for better,
for worse; for richer, for poorer, in sickness
and in health, till death do us part. We
pledge ourselves anew to love and support
our children and to share with them all

that we value’. The whole congregation
then made a pledge to model themselves on
Christ. ‘We pledge ourselves anew to be
loyal, considerate and forgiving to all those
with whom we live, that in our homes we
may find Christ and in our lives others
may see Him’.
The Bishop then recited a prayer of bless-
ing. ‘At your marriage you promised to
love, respect and honour each other in good
days and in bad, in sickness and in health
until death would you part. Join hands
again now, as you did then, and place your
future under God’s blessing. Lord and God,
creator of the world, you made us male and
female. We thank you that these couples
and joined in marriage. Bless them.
Strengthen their faith. Confirm them in
hope, and let them grow in love so that
they may enjoy a good marriage and give
an example of Christian living. Lord, may
they be bound to you in the community of
your church, praise your name every day
of their lives, and be your witnesses to the
world. Keep them to a good old age, and
after this life grant them fulfilment in your
glory’.
At the end of Mass certificates were pre-
sented to couples celebrating a significant
stage in their marriage. The bishop himself
presented certificates to four couples cele-
brating sixty years of marriage. They re-
ceived hearty applause from the
congregation as well.

Corby welcomes
marriage Mass

Pictures: above: Bishop Peter greets diamond jubilee couples. 
Below: Family Life Co-ordinators Eamonn and Paola McMorrow 



On the evening of Friday 12 December, at the
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in the Church
of the Holy Child and St Joseph in Bedford, cel-
ebrations were in order, beginning with the
Feast Day Mass at which Bishop Peter Doyle
was the principal celebrant, assisted by Pastoral
Area and Diocesan priests together with priests
from other Dioceses. In his introduction, Bishop
Peter welcomed the invited guests who had trav-
elled long distances to be at the Mass; these in-
cluded Bertie Grogan, deputy supreme Knight
(representing Charlie McCluskey the Supreme
Knight who was stranded in Glasgow because of
the failure of the air traffic control system) and
representatives of the KSC from Liverpool,
Portsmouth, East Anglia and Brentwood (places
visited or about to be visited by the Miraculous
Relic Image) all of whom were present to cele-
brate not only the Feast Day but also the formal
signing of the Visit Partnership Agreement be-
tween the Guardians and The Knights. Bishop
Peter also welcomed Maria Madise from SPUC
International and Voice of the Family, represen-
tatives rom other Pro-Life organisations, Home
Shrine Guardians and the families from the
Northampton Diocese and all over the UK.
During the Mass, Guardians of the Home Shrine
from Bedford, Corby, St Neots, Biggleswade and
other parts of England renewed their promises
and commitment as did the Home Shrine Fami-

lies
Several Honorary Guardians, Sharon Kennedy,
Petrik Bregu, Martin Kay and Maureen Brewer
(award accepted by Anne Reddin on her behalf)
were presented with framed certificates as
recognition of the many ways in which they
helped The Guardians.
Guardians (and Honorary Guardians) have re-
sponsibility for the continuation of the Pilgrim-
age programme from its devotional base to visit
Cathedral, parishes and institutions within the
National Catholic Family of England and Wales.
Each pilgrimage is supported and managed by
the partnership between the Guardians and the
Knights of St Columba.
Towards the end of the Mass, a presentation of
a long service medal was made by Bishop Peter
to Jack Doyle to commemorate 50 years of serv-
ice in the Knights
The Mass was filmed by EWTN for screening
throughout Europe and possibly the USA in
2015. It was requested that Bishop Peter should
be interviewed
Once the formalities were complete, refresh-
ments were served in the Guild Room and old
acquaintances were reunited; judging by the
chatter plenty of news was exchanged. There
was ample time for parishioners to chat to
Bishop Peter, the other clergy and fellow
Guardians as well as visitors from other towns.
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A handsome exhibition marking the 500th birth-
day of St. Teresa of Avila stopped off in the
cathedral in February. Inspired by the
Carmelite family of priest, sisters and lay mem-
bers, it shows in words ad pictures Teresa’s last-

ing influence in the Carmelite tradition.
Born in 1515 Teresa introduced a profound re-
form of the 400 year old Carmelite Order. Her
spirituality continues to motivate the church
today, and she has provided the groundwork for

modern-day saints .She was a major inspiration
for 2nd word war martyrs Edih Stein and Titus
Brandsma. Earlier, she had a deep influence on
Teresa of Lisieux.
Height of the anniversary year will be a pilgrim-

age to Avila in September. The year will close
with a Mass at Aylesford on October 17. 

St. Teresa visits Northampton

Nations gather in Bedford
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Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a 
voluntary adoption agency, rated 
‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted.  
We welcome all kinds of adopters 
for all kinds of children, regardless of 
age, race, cultural background, religion, 
marital status or sexual orientation. Connecting the Adoption Circle

Milton Keynes: 01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

At our Milton Keynes and Peterborough offices - see website for details.

 First Wednesday of every month

eterborough offices - see w

y of eednesdaFirst Wevenings:Adoption information 

ynes and PAt our Milton Ke   eynes and P

 
  
  

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

.

y monthervy of e

ebsite for detailseterborough offices - see w

 
  
  

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ough:eterborP

ynes:eMilton K

g.ukies@sfcs.orenquir
g.uk.sfcs.orwww

 211670. 211670No
ityChar

Registered

 
  
  

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

01733 475581ough:

01908 572700ynes:

Shoppers at Bedford’s Sainsbury’s were re-
cently greeted by an unexpected guest; the
Daleks had arrived!
In fact, the Dalek (whose name is
Genevieve!) turned out to be surprisingly
friendly; she was there to publicise Bedford
Foodbank’s Doctor Who convention, which
is being held on Saturday 11th April.  It’s a
major fundraiser for the charity; once costs
are covered, they will receive everything
raised by the event, which is called Bedford
Who Charity Con.
Bedford Foodbank is an ecumenical char-
ity; it provides emergency food for local
people in crisis.
The organiser of the convention is Simon
Danes (49), Foodbank volunteer and
parishioner at Holy Cross, Bedford.
Simon’s a keen fan on the good Doctor; he’s
been watching since the black-and-white
days when Patrick Troughton played the
part.
Simon commented, ‘The day’s going to be
great fun.  Three of the Doctor’s compan-
ions will be joining us:  Anneke Wills,
Nicola Bryant and Sophie Aldred (they
played Polly, Peri and Ace respectively).  We
also have John Lesson, who’s been playing K9
since 1977, and Davros himself – actor Terry
Molloy.  They’ll be meeting the fans, answer-
ing questions on stage, and signing auto-
graphs.  Mike Tucker, who’s the BAFTA
award-winning special effects designer, will be
doing a presentation on the programme’s vi-
sual effects; this is a man who’s been blowing
up Daleks for a living since the 1980s.  And
Ailsa Berk’s coming.  She’s the programme’s
choreographer, who teaches movement to the

actors playing the aliens, and she’ll be leading
an alien-movement workshop for everyone
who wants to take part.  And, of course, the
Daleks will be there – in force!’
If you’d like further details, including how to
get tickets, please go to the event’s website:
www.bedfordwhocharitycon.co.uk or email
Simon Danes on
info@bedfordwhocharitycon.co.uk
And finally, a trivia question for readers:  
Which of the actors who played the Doctor was
formerly a monk with the De la Mennais Broth-
ers for six years?

Answer: Tom Baker

Exterminate!

Parishioners of St Bernardine’s, Buckingham thanked their parish priest, Canon Dan
Kiely, for his twenty years of service with a celebration lunch for fifty people in the
parish room last week. Parish Council chairman Peter Gannaway invited Father Dan
to cut the celebration cake and thanked him for always being on duty to serve his parish.
In response Father Dan said that, while he loved being with his family in Ireland, his
parish family in Buckingham was very important to him and he was very glad to be
here.
Father Dan is pictured with parishioner Margaret Vince who catered for the celebration
meal. 

Celebrate!
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I am ashamed to say that since leaving
school, apart from reading Bible stories
with my children, my Bible has remained
unopened; gathering dust, tucked away,
along with a foolish misconception that,
much of it, is not really relevant to our
lives today.  In reality that could not be
further from the truth...  How on earth
did I ever think I could begin to know and
understand God, IF,  I didn’t take the
time to get to “know” him and understand
his plan for us?  Ignorance is certainly not
bliss, quite the contrary; it is not until you
“scratch the surface you realise how much
you actually don’t know.”
I am delighted to say since joining our
Our Lady of Peace’s Bible Time Line
Group, my feelings have changed.
Through discussion, readings and video
references we are guided through the
Bible’s rich tapestry of events, this careful
navigation helps us to understand and
follow “the story.”  Without it, there is a

tendency to get “lost” when taking the
cover to cover approach.
Taking time out to study the Bible has
given me a completely new understand-
ing and relevance to my faith.  The read-
ings at Mass now actually mean
something to me, and give me a deep joy,
even an elation, at last I can begin to fit
together the pieces of what is a giant jig-
saw; to understand the importance of
characters whose names we are so famil-
iar, including; Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and
Moses, their part in God’s plan and the
bloodline to our Saviour.  It gives us un-
derstanding of where we have come from,
an insight into human nature and the op-
portunity to draw parallels and reflect on
our behaviour today.  We too are all part
of God’s plan, the Bible is as relevant
today as it always has been; a constant re-
minder of Our Lord’s unceasing love for
us.

Christina Brackenridge

A group of us from Our Lady of Peace
Parish, Burnham, came together every
week for 8 weeks to learn more about our
faith through the bible using the ‘Teen
Timeline’, a program designed to teach
teenagers more about the narrative story
of the bible.
The Teen Timeline really helped me learn
more about the narrative story of the bible
because at school we don’t tend to cover
this sort of subject in great detail, so at the
beginning I think we all knew we would
definitely get something out of taking a
deeper look into scripture.  We made the
end of our Friday nights, after studies, an
informal occasion in which Father Andy
and Father Simon would pop in and we
would all have pizzas.

Our Teen Timeline was run by a member
of our parish, Bob Bryant.  He did a won-
derful job organising everything for us
each week and an even better job coping
with us teenagers!
I would definitely recommend Teen Time-
line to other young people because now I
feel I know more about the roots of my
faith and I have more information for my
R.E. lessons at school.  I hope the younger
teenagers of our parish do take an interest
in what we have learnt through our course
and that they may be interested too!

Francesca Mennone
Aged:14

The Annual Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes, or-
ganised by the Catholic Association, is a special
event in the calendar. The pilgrimage is always
a very successful venture thanks to the many
hours of preparation and organisation put in by
so many people. For over 50 years Mike Carter,
a Trustee of the Catholic Association, has
worked tirelessly in support of every pilgrimage. 

During the 2014 pilgrimage Bishop Peter be-
stowed upon Mike the Pontifical Order of St Gre-
gory the Great [KSG] in recognition of his work
for the Catholic Association. Mike is a parish-
ioner of St Augustine’s in High Wycombe and
has been active in that parish in financial and
council matters for over 30 years. 

Arise, Sir Mike

Timeline with pizza
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A clergy study day on Febuary12 offered
priest and deacon new insights  into safe-
guarding and abuse. The speaker was
Canon Kieron O’Brien. Although born and
brought up in High Wycombe, Canon
Kieron belongs to the Diocese of Arundel &
Brighton. A former secretary of Cardinal

Cormac Murphy-O’Connor and then tutor
at the English College, Rome, he is now a
parish priest in Brighton. For almost ten
years he was safeguarding Co-ordinator for
the diocese, and now develops and delivers
clergy workshops.
In recent years there has been widespread

publicity over abuse within the
Church, with a much greater em-
phasis on safeguarding. ‘But safe-
guarding’, said the Canon, should
be there whether there has been
abuse or not’. Authentic ministry
demands transparency, accounta-
bility, compassion and justice.
Abuse destroys a sense of being
loved by God, a sense of community
with others and trust in God’s
plan. When thee is abuse, the
Church gets in the way of disciple-
ship.
Abuse causes widespread damage.
There are thousands of victims
word-wide. It creates financial
problems in dioceses. The scandal over-
shadows the good work which priests and
laity are doing. People leave the Church,
and its moral authority is diminished. This
damages the gospel mission, and is a cru-
cial barrier to evangelisation.
Safeguarding is part of our baptismal call-
ing. We are a priestly people, called to wor-
ship. This is incompatible with abuse. We
have a prophetic voice to name the evil and
speak the truth. We are called to create a
kingdom of truth and justice. The Church
is a sacrament of healing, encounter and
growth.
In applying this to priestly ministry Canon
Kieron called for a balance between open-
ness and vulnerability and appropriate
safeguard. He quoted Pope Francis: ‘I pre-
fer a church which is bruised, hurting and
dirty because it has been out on the streets,
rather than a church which is unhealthy
from being confined and clinging to its own
security’. Again quoting Pope Francis
Canon Kieron reminded priests that the
Church must be known to be safe. ‘Fami-

lies need to know that the Church is mak-
ing every effort to protect their children.
They should also know that they have
every right to turn to the Church with full
confidence, for it is a safe and secure home
Consequently, priority must not be given
to any other kind of concern, whatever its
nature, such as the desire to avoid scandal,
since there is absolutely no place in min-
istry for those who abuse minors’,
Canon Kieron spent some time exploring
the issue of abuse and the Sacrament  Rec-
onciliation . The seal of the confessional
can never be broken, yet we have a moral
obligation  to see offenders brought to jus-
tice.
The study day ended with questions from
the clergy dealt with by Northampton
Safeguarding Co-ordinator Kay Taylor-
Duke, and former policeman Philip
Wright, who holds the same position in
Arundel & Brighton.

Pictures: left, Canon Kieron O’Brien: above,
Safeguarding Co-ordinator Kay Taylor-
Duke

Clergy study safeguarding

The Life House in Northampton for young
mothers and their babies and young chil-
dren has now been successfully running for
six months and is providing a safe, happy
and supportive home for three residents.
The benefits to the young women are im-
measurable as they prepare for the time
when they will move on and establish their
independence in society.  The house is con-
tinually being improved to ensure the chil-
dren have an engaging and interactive
play area and to allow the mothers develop
skills which will help them become inde-
pendent. Necessary Health and Safety re-
quirements are also in the process of being
installed and it is essential that these are
financed.  The Life House project receives
no funding from the Local Authority but is
solely reliant on the generosity of donors
and fund raisers.  
In order to raise funds, three members of
the Life House Support Group have taken
the brave decision to abseil down the Na-

tional Lift Tower, otherwise known as the
Northampton Express Lift Tower, which at
400ft high is now a recognised Abseiling
Centre and is the only building in the UK
dedicated to abseiling.  The abseil will take
place on Saturday 20th June and support
for this event will make a wonderful con-
tribution to the ongoing running and devel-
opment of the Life House and be very much
appreciated by the young mothers and
their children.  The abseil volunteers are
seeking sponsorship for what should be an
exciting and fun event.  
Please give the Life House your support by
sponsoring the abseil.   Sponsorship is
available by going to:
www.justgiving.com/Northampton-Abseil.
Thank you for any support you are able to
give.
The names of the three volunteers are,
from left to right, Susie Leslie, Denise
Johnson and Clare Bird.

Leap for
your Life
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IF
YOU WOULD
LIKE TO FILL
THIS SPACE
TELEPHONE

ALICE 
ON

01440 
730399

CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.

Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect
gift: Bibles, missals,
prayer books, plaques, icons,
statues, photo-frames, fountains,
fonts, crosses, crucifixes,
rosaries, candles, incense, oil burn-
ers, mini cards to inspire, occasion cards to
celebrate, and all at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone/fax

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm

Opposite
the New Highcross,

Leicester

M I Trust, 35-37, New Bond
Street,

Leicester  LE1 4RD.
Tel/Fax 0116 2513477

Website: www.mitrust.co.uk

Good Friday is a time of dark-
ness. “When the sixth hour
came, there was darkness over
the whole land until the ninth
hour.” The physical gloom
matches the spiritual dark-
ness, as the Lord of life suffers
and dies on the cross. Evil
seems to have triumphed. The
messenger of goodness and
healing has been taken away
from the earth. Life has been
extinguished.

From the cross he
cries out: “My God, my God,
why have you abandoned me?”
The God who has been with
him in his ministry—the God
whom he has addressed as
Abba, Father— seems now to
have deserted him. 

Previously he has
healed the sick and reconciled
enemies. He has comforted
mourners and forgiven sinners.
He has fed the harassed crowds
with loaves and fishes, as well
as with the bread of his teach-
ing. He has shown humanity a
way of living with justice and
compassion.

He has even been wel-
comed into Jerusalem by a
great throng of people waving
palm branches and singing:
“Blessings on the one who
comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heav-
ens!” Yet now he has been de-
serted by those who were once
his friends. 

Worst of all, he now
feels abandoned by God his Fa-
ther. One of the psalms ex-
presses his anguish: “My God,
my God, why have you for-
saken me? You are far from my
plea and the cry of my distress.
O my God, I call by day and you
give no reply. I call by night
and I find no peace.”

One of his disciples
has betrayed him, and he has
been abandoned by the rest. He
has been put on trial in front of
the Roman governor, and
quickly condemned to death.
After cruel tortures, he has fi-
nally been nailed to a cross.
The one whom we call Lord suf-
fers the death penalty that was
meted out to a rebel slave.

Last of all, when all
the noise has subsided, Joseph
of Arimathea takes his cold
dead body and lays it to rest in
a rock-hewn tomb. Then the
tomb is sealed with a huge
boulder. The great teacher and
healer is now dead and gone.
Everything is finished.

Yet that is not the end
of the story. As we know, the
crucified one rose again on the
third day. And so at Easter we
celebrate the light of the risen
Christ. During the Easter

Vigil, the paschal candle is
brought into the darkened
church, symbolizing Christ’s
light which overcomes the
darkness of death.

We recall the holy
women going to the tomb at
dawn on Easter morning and
finding the tomb empty. We re-
member their shock that their
master seemed to have been
taken away. We see them run-
ning away from the tomb in
fear.

But then we hear the
stories of the risen Lord coming
unexpectedly to meet his fol-
lowers. First he meets Mary
Magdalene as she comes to the
tomb to mourn. Then he ap-
pears to the gathered disciples
huddled in the upper room.
“Peace be with you.” And a
story arrives from two trav-
ellers walking to Emmaus.
They came to their destination
and welcomed a stranger, who
broke bread with them and
vanished. The Lord of life had
not abandoned them after all.
God had not forsaken his
beloved son.

The reading on Easter
Monday gives us St Peter’s tes-
timony to Christ’s resurrection,
spoken to the Jerusalem
crowds on Pentecost morning.
God did not abandon his holy
one to the underworld, nor did
he allow his body to experience
corruption. Instead: “God
raised this Jesus to life, and all
of us are witnesses.”

This consoling mes-
sage means that cruelty and vi-
olence are not the conclusion of
everything. Death and destruc-
tion do not have the last word.
In Christ’s resurrection, we see
that life is ultimately more
powerful than death, despite
the cost paid in his crucifixion.
This is not an easy victory or a
cheap triumph. This is the fruit
of the hard road to Calvary, but
in the end our redemption is
won.

As Pope John-Paul
said when visiting Harlem in
1979: “Do not abandon your-
selves to despair. We are an
Easter people, and alleluia is
our song!” We are a people of
hope, not in ourselves, but in
the Lord who saves us. This is
the faith to which we witness in
our words and actions.

Christ’s light is
stronger than the darkest
forces of death. Christ’s love
overcomes the harshest cruel-
ties. The Easter Sequence ex-
presses our response: “That
Christ is truly risen from the
dead, we know. Victorious king,
thy mercy show!”

Father Jeremy Corley

Word Among Us

Not forsaken or abandoned

On Friday 13th February, the staff and pupils of St. Edward’s Catholic
Primary School in Kettering supported Northamptonshire Mental
Health Awareness Day with a whole day dedicated to exploring emo-
tions and, in particular, happiness.

The day began with an assembly led by Assistant Head Teacher, Claire
Perry. The assembly focused on different emotions that people feel and
the importance of not ‘bottling up’ feelings and worries, but sharing
them with others.

Back in class, every year group explored the theme of happiness in dif-
ferent and creative ways…

Head Teacher, Pauline Cuddihy said; “This has been an inspirational
day. There have been rich learning activities going on across the school
and the children and staff  have had time to explore this important
issue.”

St. Edward’s are now going to continue their work on mental health
awareness and link up with the Northamptonshire TaMHS project.
(Targeted Mental Health in Schools).

School
explores
happiness



On a hill far away stood an old
wooden cross, the emblem of

suffering and shame.

Rosary gathering to worship the
most Sacred Heart of Jesus
and to thank Him for His most

Holy Death. 

Meditating on Our Lord's passion the
Sorrowful Mysteries:

1. The agony in the garden
2. The scourging at the pillar
3. The crowning with thorns
4. The carrying of the cross

5. The crucifixion

Spy Wednesday, 1st April 2015 at
5pm until 6pm

Meeting outside Christ the Cornerstone
church at the wooden cross

300 Saxon Gate West, Central Milton Keynes
MK9 2ES

Our Lady of Sorrows pray for us.

For more information please phone
Monica on 07401 366 330
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Telephone : 0845 680 4741
www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

A Family Run Business
Serving Bedfordshire &
North Hertfordshire

(other area’s on request)

· Buy a pre-paid funeral     
plan from £2700

· We sell memorial / grave 
headstones

Have peace of mind you’re dealing
with a  Catholic funeral director

24 Hour Service 7 days a week

TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

Obituary

Rev’d Murdoch Mackenzie
Rev. Murdock Mackenzie died on February 3rd at the age of
76. A former Ecumenical Moderator of Milton Keynes, he was
well known and much respected.

His life was in itself an ecumenical journey. Born in 1938 he
was received into full church membership as an adult at a
Congregationalist church in Birkenhead. He went on to
study geography at Oxford, divinity at Edinburgh and Marx-
ism in Paris. In 1964 he married Anne. In 1965 he became a
member of the Iona Community. In 1967 he was ordained as
a priest of the Church of South India in St. George’s cathe-
dral, Madras.

The Mackenzie family returned to the United Kingdom in
1978. From 1996 – 2003 Murdoch was the Ecumenical Mod-
erator of Milton Keynes. His warm, prayerful and generous
Christian faith, his passionate commitment to ecumenism,
to peace and justice and to interfaith relationships left an
abiding mark on the Church in the city.

He found Catholicism a challenge. He didn’t understand
Catholic ecclesiology, nor its careful definitions of boundaries
which should not be crossed. But that did not stop his warm
pastoral approach to the Catholic clergy.

Retiring from Milton Keynes he and Anne returned to Scot-
land, living on the west coast until his final illness forced
them to move to Edinburgh.

But one of the highlights of his ministry came after his re-
tirement. With Anne he spent 2008-2009 at Bossey, in
Switzerland. Bossey was the World Council of Churches Ec-
umenical Institute, attached to the University of Geneva.
There he was able to share his experience with a group of
forty ecumenists from developing countries.

Letters

Dear Editor
I must say I was very surprised at the new rules for funerals. I
totally agree with Michael Stothard, when it seems that lip serv-
ice is being paid to laity involvement, while at the same time been
dictated to from on high and nothing to do  with  Faith or Morals.
Msg McGinnell states that the funeral liturgy is to “offer worship
praise and thanksgiving to God “ accepted. And “brings hope and
consolation to the living”. I wonder what sort of consolation is
being given to the family when this type of dictate is issued and
surely it should also be a celebration of the life of the deceased.
As to having the PP vet the eulogy. It would be a most uncharita-
ble act for the PP to reject this at such a sensitive time. I do how-
ever agree that if there is to be eulogy It should be kept reasonably
short..
Finally, I would have thought that is more important things for
the church to consider than issuing dictates such as this.

Yours sincerely

David Williams MBE JP

In reply to the Guide to Funerals…
Your correspondent, Michael Stothard, made some excellent, sen-
sible points to the suggestions/guidelines regarding funerals and
in particular his own wife’s funeral.  As he said who could take
just three minutes to sum up someone’s life in a eulogy?  Isn’t it
enough that someone has died and a family is grieving, but to be
timed with their thoughts on that person is a callous and unfeel-
ing suggestion.  

How insensitive then of the Vine to show a picture which a very
unusual scene – Storm Troopers from Star Wars – accompanying
a coffin, to reply to the challenge to the Guide to Funerals debate.
This funeral, incidentally, was a young child’s funeral and the
parents were determined to celebrate their son’s life and passions,
‘having his body carried in a Star Wars coffin on a white horse-
drawn carriage surrounded by stormtroopers”.  
We are all individuals and grieve differently.  Whilst totally re-
specting the sanctity of the Requiem Mass we still need to be
given a little flexibility in how we say goodbye to our loved ones. 

Yours,

Marian Colyer

Guidelines for funerals

On the feast of St John Bosco,
the Salesians re-launched
CatholicYouthWork.com a re-
source for everyone who is in-
volved in working with young
people in the Church. It offers
a place for resources, jobs, a
forum to share ideas and find
support as well as somewhere
to keep up to date with the lat-
est youth ministry news and
events. Dermott Donnelly,
Chair of CYMFed, the Catholic
Youth Ministry Federation in
England and Wales, said, “this
is a fantastic resource that will
help strengthen and support
the Church’s important work
with young people”.
“We know there are lots of peo-
ple out there doing great work
with young people”, Chris
Knowles, Editor of the site
said, “they’re all doing fantastic
things, having amazing ideas
and putting exciting plans into
action, but the problem is that
we’re too often disconnected
from one another. This site is a
place we can all come together
to share ideas, resources and
good practice, and was de-
signed specifically to facilitate
this. So we invite you to come
onto the site, join the forum
and start to share ideas and re-
sources!”
The Salesians have invested in
the site since taking it on last

summer, Provincial Fr Martin
Coyle thought it was important
to start this new project be-
cause “it’s a great way to use
new technology to help those
who minister to young people,
there really isn’t anything else
like this out there. This year
we celebrate the bicentenary of
the birth of St John Bosco, so
while he wouldn’t recognise a
website if he saw one, he did
love new technology like the
railways and the modern print-
ing presses of his time, things
that made it easier to bring
people together and share the
Gospel. This project is particu-
larly appropriate way for us to
continue to live out his mission
today”
The site is a resource that is of-
fered completely free of charge,
anyone can register to get in-
volved in the forum and receive
our resource and ideas emails.
The site is strengthened by
more people getting involved
because as they get involved in
sharing resources and ideas,
we can better resource and sup-
port people in their work. Last
year we attracted between 5
and 11 thousand page views
each month, and we hope this
will grow as we keep the site up
to date with new resources and
ideas for people who work with
the young in the Church.

New youth
resource available
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Book Review

The Mississippi Flows into the Tiber. 
By John Beaumont. Fidelity Press.

Evangelising Catholics. By Scott Hahn. Our Sunday Visitor/Gracewing. 
This book, sub-titled “A guide to notable
American converts to the Catholic Church”
(it includes Canadians) is 1000 pages. Do
not be put off by its size. It is much more
than a work of reference, more a manual of
apologetics all of its own. Beaumont, who
had already written “Roads to Rome” about
English converts, has decided to include
long extracts from autobiographies and bi-
ographies of these converts, which raise
(and answer) all the doubts and difficulties
they faced during their journey into the
Church. A wise decision, it makes the book,
although somewhat heavy for bedtime
reading, a wonderful compendium of the
Holy Spirit at work in broken or questing
lives.
The arguments and debates in these pages
are almost an instruction manual on how
to answer the challenging questions
thrown at Catholics by sceptics and secu-
larists outside the Church: “ammunition
for the fight for Catholic truth” as Fr John
McCloskey III - who seems an effective con-
verter of souls himself – writes in the fore-
word. In such a rich collection it is hard to
single out particular converts’ accounts,

but I would especially recommend those of
Catholic writer Peter Kreeft; Abby John-
son, the former abortion provider; Ernest
Hemingway; Catherine Doherty, founder
of Madonna House; Bella Dodd, the former
Communist; Ronda Chervin, from a Jewish
background and who was influenced by
philosopher Dietrich von Hildebrand; and
the late Cardinal Avery Dulles, from blue-
blood Presbyterian stock, who reasoned his
way into the Church as a Harvard under-
graduate.
Several of the people in these pages were
converted along with their wives; a lovely
testament to married love. Others, like the
poet Dunstan Thompson, were “reverts”,
returning to the faith that they had dis-
carded in their youth. Unsurprisingly, the
book is full of sinners; conversion might
put you on the right road but it doesn’t
make you an instant saint – witness Hem-
ingway, who married four times and who
finally committed suicide. The famous Jew-
ish psychiatrist Karl Stern came to see
that the only response to the evil of the
Holocaust lay in the sacrifice of Christ.
And the conversion of Bernard Nathanson,

the notorious abortion doctor, demon-
strates that no black sheep need be lost
this side of the grave.

Scott Hahn, who appears in the pages of
Beaumont’s book above, along with his
wife Kimberley, was a rigorously trained
Protestant minister before his conversion;
his speciality was capturing unwary and
ignorant Catholics. As a Catholic of many
years standing, he has brought all his zeal
and love for Scripture and his evangelising
training to focus on how to help Catholics
realise they have a duty to proclaim their
faith, not just to live it in the privacy of
their homes.
Divided into two parts, “The Call” and “The
Response”, Hahn begins by analysing why
cradle Catholics are generally so reluctant
to share their faith with others: they want
to blend in with their neighbours; they
don’t want to sound triumphal (or too
Protestant); or they are so badly catechised
themselves that they simply can’t stand up
and explain what they profess to believe.
Quoting Saint John Paul II, “No believer in
Christ, no institution of the Church can

avoid this supreme duty [of evangelisa-
tion]”, Hahn then offers several sugges-
tions as to how Catholics can be more
effective as evangelisers: these include the
witness of faithful married love; teaching
the faith to one’s children; making one’s
home a place of welcome and prayers for
visitors and non-Catholic friends; becom-
ing familiar with the Church’s teachings;
and doing works of mercy. He adds that
parishes need to be “spiritual homes”. The
message is: we are called to witness to our
faith.

Francis Phillips

Scott Hahn

Obituary

At St Dunstan’s Church in Bourne End, a
group of over 200 parishioners gathered
for a Memorial Service on the evening of
9th February to remember and give thanks
to God for the life and ministry of their
friend, Fr George McCann, who died on
27th January.  
Fr George was ordained on 26th July 1953
and served in a number of parishes in both
the old and current Diocese of Northamp-
ton.  But it was parishioners and friends
from his last thirty years who gathered at
St Dunstan’s that evening.
Fr George was the Parish Priest at St
Teresa’s Church in Beaconsfield between
1983 and 1996, after which time he retired
and went to live in Kettering with his sis-
ter, Mary.  
When the Bon Secours hospital in Bea-
consfield closed in 2000, Sr Winifred McC-
ahill and Sr Anne Campbell moved into
the presbytery in Bourne End which was
vacant.  During his ministry at St Teresa’s,
Fr George had worked closely with the Bon
Secours sisters and, in his retirement, reg-
ularly stayed with them at St Dunstan’s
for a couple of weeks every few months.
Following Mary’s death in 2011, Fr George
moved into residential care at Nazareth
House in Northampton, but continued to
take regular breaks to St Dunstan’s.  Dur-
ing these breaks, Fr George continued his
own distinctive style of ministry: celebrat-
ing weekday Mass, visiting the sick and
housebound and offering his wise counsel.
Priests belong to both their natural and
parish families, and sometimes the two do
not really know too much about each other.
The parishioners of St Teresa’s and St
Dunstan’s decided to put together a Book
of Memories about Fr George to give to his
family.  It was filled with many tributes
and stories of good times spent together.
One family wrote “Fr George was a won-
derful priest and a great friend.  He would
welcome you with a smile and was never
in a hurry to say goodbye.  His whole face

shone with love and warmth, and he al-
ways had a joke or funny story to share”.
Fr Francis Higgins, the current Parish
Priest, said of Fr George, “It has been a
privilege both following in his footsteps
and walking alongside”.

Fr. George 
McCann

Fr Damien Walne died on March 7 at the
age of 75. He was born in Northern Ireland
to a farmer turned wartime naval officer.
After the war the family moved to Norfolk,
and then settled in Cambridge. He admit-
ted that he ‘frittered away his time in sec-
ondary education on sport, representing
his school at cricket and hockey’.
On leaving school Damien worked for Bar-
clays. After three years he left to join ABC
Cinema.
He studied for the priesthood at Oscott
College and was ordained at the age of 30.
He served in High Wycombe, Corby and
Bedford. As a recently ordained priest he
produced a book on the apparitions in
Lourdes. The book still appears on Ama-
zon’s list and used to be the only English
book sold within the Lourdes Domain.
In 1991 he was posted to Great Billing, be-
coming Rector of the Diocesan Shrine of
Our Lady of Perpetual Succour. He was
also for some years the Director of the an-

nual Lourdes pilgrimage, and patron of the
Rosary Link for Vocations. Recently he
waa helping to look after Sacred Heart in
Northampton after Fr Frank Calnan’s
death. He will be fondly remembered and
sadly missed. 

Eternal rest grant unto
them O Lord and let
perpetual light shine

upon them.

Fr Damien
Walne
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SAINT
GREGORY’S
CATHOLIC

MIDDLE
SCHOOL 
Biddenham Turn, 

Bedford
MK40 4AT

Headteacher 
Ms Topa 
Telephone 

01234 268649

of Fidelity
The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the

community of Ignation spirituality.
Daliy Mass is the centre of community
life.  By wearing the religious habit we
are witnesses to the consecrated way of
life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how,  contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46 wel-
comed.

COVENT OF OUR LADY OF
FIDELITY
Central Hill, Upper Norwood,              
LONDON SE19 1RS
Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001
Ministers of Religion

May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be praised, 

loved, adored and glorified 
throughout the whole world,

now and forever.
Say six times a day 

for nine days

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

St Margaret ofSt Margaret of
ScotlandScotland

Catholic PrimaryCatholic Primary
SchoolSchool

Rotherham Avenue
Luton Bedfordshire LU1 5PP
Headteacher Mrs G Somes
Telephone 01582 723430

Website: 
http://margaretofscotland.org.uk

Former Diocesan Archivist Margaret Os-
borne has produced new insights into the
life of Charles Dudley Carey-Elwes, 5th

bishop of Northampton, from 1921 to 1932.
The Diocesan Directory, in its list of bish-
ops, notes only that he began the diocesan
pilgrimage to Lourdes. In fact, he achieved
far more.
He was born of the family of squires of
Great Billing into a network of nobility,
clergy, politicians and diplomats, and is re-
membered for his pastoral kindness and
his musicianship. Shy and sensitive, with
a tetchy temper, he was no friend of liberal

government or socialist politicians.
Throughout his life he remained a country
gentleman. Often on a Saturday he would
be seen at the clay pigeon shooting in
Great Billing. Yet, by family tradition, he
was taught in boyhood to take responsibil-
ity for the spiritual and temporal needs of
those in his care. As parish priest of  Peter-
borough he was the first to provide car for
the migrant harvest workers in East An-
glia. He was keen to support organised
charities, and raised money for them
through his cello concerts. In the difficult
field of ecumenism he worked as closely

with the other Churches as he could.
As bishop of Northampton he was a wise
and careful administrator. During his
years the Catholic population of the diocese
doubled to 22,000. Although priests were
in short supply, he was able to establish
seven new parishes with a resident priest.
Committed to evangelisation he sometimes
sent a priest to a town and charged him
with creating a congregation!
Having at one stage the supervision of
diocesan schools he fought the government
of the day on the provision of adequate
buildings for Catholic education. He re-or-

ganised the Catholic chaplaincy at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, and set it on a firm
footing.
Carey-Elwes was also active in interna-
tional affairs. He had ministered as a
parish priest during the First World War.
Now he was a keen supporter of the new
Council for International Relations and of
the League of Nations. 
Through the Catholic Emigration Society
he provided Catholic information for those
migrating to the then colonies. He even
tried to build bridges towards the Eastern
Orthodox.
He established the diocesan pilgrimage to
Lourdes, and it was there that his public
life ended. Influenza caught up with him.
Instead of leading the blessing of the sick
in Lourdes he was one of the recipients. He
was last seen publicly blessing the crowd
as he was loaded into an ambulance in
London for his return to Northampton. He
died a few months later.

Mrs Osborne’s paper on Bishop Carey-
Elwes is printed in Northamptonshire Past
and Present, number 67, published by the
Northamptonshire Record Society.

Pictures: above, Bishop Carey-Elwes. Left,
Great Billing hall.

A great talent overlooked

BISHOP
PARKER
CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL

Barton Road, Bletchley,

Milton Keynes MK2 3BT

Headteacher 

Mr R Mundy 

Telephone 

01908 372129

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Amersham Road, 

Chesham Bois , Amersham

HP6 5PL 

Headteacher 

Mr Holdsworth 

Telephone 01494 726390

ST JOSEPH'S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Priory Road, 

Chalfont St Peter,

Buckinghamshire SL9 8SB

Headteacher

Mrs Marsh

Telephone 01753 887743

The schools listed on this page are pleased to support The Vine
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           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

.....................................  
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name ...... 

 
 Please print. 

REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in prayer. 

 Already
We hold you in prayer.

Jemima Owusu, sixth form student at St.
Pauls, Milton Keynes, is having a fantastic
rugby season. She stared playing for the
school last term. Along with ten other play-
ers from the school she was immediately
called into the Buckinghamshire U18s
team.
Her dedication, enthusiasm and perform-
ance so impressed officials that she was
nominated to go to the South West Divi-
sional trials.

She had a day of intense trials and assess-
ments. They included decision making,
contact skills, fitness testing with technical
and tactical awareness and analysis, She
was selected for this year’s RFU South
West Junior Academy. Her first weekend
in the training camp was at Bovington
army barracks in early February The PE
Department at St. Paul’s is very proud of
her.

Top tries
for Jemima

Sixth Form student
shows her skill

TThhee  VViinnee  iiss      
ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  mmoonntthhllyy  ttoo  aall ll   
CCaatthhooll iicc  CChhuurrcchheess  iinn  tthhee  
DDiioocceessee  ooff   NNoorr tthhaammppttoonn

AAddvveerr ttss  ssttaarr tt  aatt  oonnllyy  ££1199  ––  
ccoonnttaacctt  AAll iiccee  oonn  

0011444400  773300339999  ttoo  bbooookk  aann  
aaddvveerr tt  iinn  tthhee  ppaappeerr

Talks on Divine Mercy by 
Ks. Krzysztof Poświata  CSMA

Individual blessing of the 
relic of St Faustina

Contact: Andrew for BEDFORD
Email: ryanboys2@talktalk.net
Or Noreen Bavister
Phone +44 (0) 7795 318605
Email: holyangelsinfo@gmail.com

Friday 10th April 2015 
Holy Mass 7.30pm

33 Westbourne Road, Luton, LU4 8JD

Monday 13th April 2015
Holy Mass 1.30pm

The Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe
The Holy Child & St Joseph,

2 Brereton Road, Bedford MK40 1HU


