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As part of Pope Francis’s dedication of 2015 as the
Year of Consecrated Life, the Pastoral Area of St
Alban held a special Mass at Our Lady Help of Chris-
tians, Luton, on the 21st April, to give thanks for the
work of the religious sisters in the town.  The celebrant
was Fr Dariusz Bialowas, the parish priest, and was
attended by many of the priests, deacons and parish-
ioners from the local churches.
After Fr Dariusz welcomed everyone to the celebra-
tion, each of the four religious congregations was in-
vited in turn to come forward and place a lighted
candle at the front of the altar: the Daughters of the
Holy Spirit, The Sisters of St Clare, The Loreto Sisters
and The Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary.  These
congregations have served the people of Luton and
Dunstable throughout the years, journeying with the
people in all aspects of Catholic life.

In his homily during the Mass, Mgr Kevin McGinnell,
the dean of the Pastoral Area, reminded those present
that by their baptism each of them was being asked by
God to live the life He had chosen for them, and live it
to the full.  For some this would be the religious life.
‘The parish needs to see in religious life the example
of how we can serve God and others by being that
image of God to the world.’  Mgr Kevin hoped that the
celebration would go some way towards thanking the
religious for all they had given to the Pastoral Area
and continue to give.  We are all asked to share their
difficulties and to assist them in whatever way possi-
ble. 
In the photo, the sisters are (left to right): Sr Jackie
Gleeson, Sr Kathleen Moore, Sr Antoinette McGrath,
Sr Teresa Harrington, Sr Teresa Aluka and Sr Marie
Hayes

Thank You, Sisters

Year of Consecrated Life

Queen of
Thornton
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Send news reports, photos and other
material to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy, St.
Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shenley
Church End, Milton Keynes, MK5 6DX:
vine01@btopenworld.com We promise to
print your news as soon as we can find
space for it. 
Material should be e-mailed whenever
possible. If this cannot be done for digital
pictures they should be sent to us on
disc.Send photographs in jpg format as
separate attachments, and not embedded
in Word documents. Urgent and dated
items should reach us by the first Sunday
of the month before publication. 
A booklet of advice on writing news
reports for The Vine is available on
request. 
Parental permission must be sought
before  photographs of minors are sent for
publication.
While we accept unsolicited feature arti -
cles, we reserve the  right to edit the text
or not to publish. Letters for publication
must include a name and address, which
will be omitted by request.
The content of each issue is decided by
the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy,email: vine01@
btopenworld.com 
Views expressed in The Vine are not nec -
essarily those of the editors or of the
Diocese. The publisher of The Vine,
Bellcourt, deals with advertising. Those
wishing to place advertisements should
telephone 01440 730399. Difficulties with
distribution should be referred to Mrs
Busby. 
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Getting into print

NEPAL EARTHQUAKE APPEAL

cafod.org.uk/nepal or call 0500 85 88 85

The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) is the official aid agency
of the Catholic Church in England and Wales, and part of Caritas International.
Charity no 1160384 and a company limited by guarantee no 9387398.

 

 

Please give to our Nepal Earthquake Appeal 
today, and help us reach many more.

R55524

Millions of people had their lives torn apart by the
devastating earthquakes in Nepal.

With generous support from Catholics across England 
and Wales, we have been able to distribute food,
shelter and hygiene kits to thousands of people.

OrdinariateVatican

Mothers Prayer
MOTHERS PRAYERS GROUP 

DAY OF RENEWAL  

Speaker: Carolyn Hart, National
Coordinator, Mothers Prayers.
Date: Saturday, 4th July, 2015 

Venue  St. Mary’s Church, 82 West
Street, Dunstable, LU6 1NY.  
Duration: 10.30-17.00 p.m.  

Church car park available.  Additional
parking in pay car parks nearby.  

Please bring your own packed lunch,
drinks will be provided. 

Contact : 
Brenda daCosta 01582 607966. 

What is the Ordinariate?
The Ordinariate is now part of the life of
the Catholic Church in our country and
our diocese. Is it just a group of dis-affected
Anglicans who don’t like women priests? –
Or is there more to it than that? Can the
Ordinariate be seen as something positive,
making a definite contribution not just to
the Catholic life, but also to the ecumenical
life of the Church? – Is it a positive step
forward in the ecumenical journey of the
Churches?
Mgr. Keith Newton, who is head of the Or-
dinariate in England & Wales, will be
speaking at St. Augustine’s , Heelands,
Milton Keynes on 6th June  from 10.30 – 1
p.m. looking at Ecumenism and the Ordi-
nariate.
All are invited to the meeting, hosted by
the Diocesan Ecumenical Commission

A Swiss Guard recruit takes his oath dur-
ing the swearing-in ceremony for 32 new
guards at the Vatican May 6. New re-
cruits are sworn in every year May 6,
commemorating the date in 1527 when
147 Swiss soldiers died defending the
pope during an attack on Rome.
(CNS/Paul Haring)

Pope Francis urged American seminari-
ans to imitate the missionary zeal, Mar-
ian devotion, and witness of holiness of
Blessed Junipero Serra (1713-84), the
Franciscan friar who evangelized Cali-
fornia. 
The Pontiff, who described Serra as “one
of the founding fathers of the United
States,” made his remarks on May 2
during a Mass at the Pontifical North
American College, which was hosting a
day of reflection on Serra’s life in view of
his impending canonization. 
“What made Friar Junípero leave his
home and country, his family, university
chair and Franciscan community in Mal-
lorca to go to the ends of the earth?”
Pope Francis asked. “Certainly, it was
the desire to proclaim the Gospel ad
gentes [to the nations], that heartfelt im-
pulse which seeks to share with those
farthest away the gift of encountering
Christ: a gift that he had first received
and experienced in all its truth and
beauty.” 
“But I wonder if today we are able to re-
spond with the same generosity and
courage to the call of God, who invites us
to leave everything in order to worship
him, to follow him, to rediscover him in
the face of the poor, to proclaim him to
those who have not known Christ and,
therefore, have not experienced the em-
brace of his mercy,” he continued. “Friar
Junípero’s witness calls upon us to get
involved, personally, in the mission to
the whole continent, which finds its
roots in Evangelii Gaudium [the joy of
the Gospel].” 

Rome

Note
All stories and pictures  for publica-
tion in The Vine must be sent di-
rectly to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy:
vine01btopenworld.com
Pictures must be sent as independ-
ent jpgs, and not embedded in the
text. 



In this year’s Pastoral Letter for Good
Shepherd Sunday Bishop Peter high-
lighted each vocation in the church. In the
Year of Consecrated Life he began with Re-

ligious.
‘At a time when people are searching for
meaning in their lives, the religious life is
a refreshing and vital witness to the

Gospel understanding of life. The religious
sister or brother clearly demonstrates the
call to all of us to be one with Jesus.
Through a life of prayer and service, ut-
terly dedicated to Christ, with vows of
poverty, chastity and obedience, the reli-
gious is a shining witness, a lamp to give
light and warmth to all of us who are God’s
children. With me, give thanks to God for
the wonderful contribution of religious to
the life and mission of the Diocese, and
pray with me that women and men will re-
spond to the call to the religious life to en-
rich our community of faith.
Secondly, I want to mention the vocation of
marriage in the light of the forthcoming
Synod on Marriage in Rome. As the new
chair of the Bishops’ Committee for Mar-
riage and Family Life, I have come to re-
alise how little I understand about the
vocation of Marriage. It is not only those
who have just fallen in love who have a ro-
mantic notion of marriage! The Church’s
teaching on marriage being a life-long com-
mitment is sometimes described as “ro-
mantic”. I think that is a nice way of saying
it is unreal. But the commitment of a man
and a woman, for better for worse, for
richer for poorer, is the stuff of stability for
each other and for their children. The lov-
ing and faithful commitment of a husband
and wife, a father and mother, provides
stability for the nurturing and education of
children. Our families give us identity and
that all important sense of belonging. How
much we need to appreciate and encourage
the faithful love of husbands and wives, of
parents and grandparents. We pray for you
and for those preparing for the vocation of
marriage.

Thirdly, I want to refer to those of us called
to the single life who play such a fruitful
and creative part in the life of the Church
and who give a constant witness of faith in
their working lives. May the Lord sustain
you in your vocation.
Across the Diocese our permanent deacons
carry out an invaluable ministry in our
parishes. Currently seven men are in
training for this ministry. I ask your
prayers for them, especially for the three
who are to be ordained this summer, and
for those discerning a call to be a deacon.
Finally, on this Good Shepherd Sunday, I
turn to our pastors, the priests in our
parishes who feed us with God’s Word and
Sacraments, and guide us in his ways. I
want to rejoice with our priests who live
out such a wonderfully fulfilling vocation,
and thank them for their faithfulness and
love. Please pray with me for all our
priests, and keep up your prayers for voca-
tions to the Priesthood. Your prayers are
very fruitful. There are nine students in
the seminary. Two of them, Pius Amoako
and Benedetto D’Autilia, will be ordained
priests this summer.
You know how much we need priests. So,
as you pray, look out for and encourage
possible candidates to think about the
priesthood. Yes, the harvest is rich, but the
labourers are few!
Bishop Peter ended his letter with a call to
further prayer. ‘Let us pray for vocations
with thanks in our hearts for the Good
Shepherd who laid down his life for his
sheep. This is the love the Father has lav-
ished on us!

Peter, Bishop of Northampton
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Choose from our wide range of  
postgraduate programmes including  
Pastoral Theology, Contemporary  
Ethics, Christianity & Interreligious  
Relations and Psychology of Religion  
starting in September 2015.

Heythrop College is the specialist philosophy  
and theology college of the University of  
London. We have a 400 year history and an 
international reputation for academic excellence.

Join us at our Open Evening on  
Tuesday 16 June 2015 or at our  
Taster Day on Saturday 4 July.

Find out more at  
www.heythrop.ac.uk/pg

E admissionspg@heythrop.ac.uk 
q 020 7795 6600 Philosophy & Theology

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON

FAITH IN ACTION

POSTGRADUATE STUDY

AT HEYTHROP COLLEGE

On Friday, March 13th, two days before
the first anniversary of the death of their
founding Parish Priest, Fr Frank Calnan
SCJ, Bishop Peter joined the congregation
of the Sacred Heart Parish, Northampton,
to pray for Fr Frank and to dedicate the
stained glass windows which have been in-
stalled in his memory.  Members of Fr
Frank’s family made the journey from Der-
byshire to attend the Mass and dedication,
and Fr John Kelly, the Provincial of the
Sacred Heart Fathers and Fr Hugh, also of
the Congregation, concelebrated the Mass
with the Bishop and priests from the Pas-
toral area.  This was followed by a shared
supper in the church hall. 

The windows were paid for through
parishioners’ donations and a generous do-
nation from the Guild of Our Lady of Ran-
som.  They were designed, created and
installed by Andrew Seddon, a stained
glass artist from Bolton, who was tasked
to incorporate the key elements of the
Christian story whilst ensuring that they
were in keeping with the murals within
the church.  As Bishop Peter noted, they
show the important Christian beliefs: the
Eucharist, the Resurrection and the De-
scent of the Holy Spirit, which Fr Frank’s
life was dedicated to celebrating. 

In memory of Fr Frank

Bishop reflects on vocation

Note
All stories and pictures  for publication in The Vine must be sent directly to
the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy: vine01btopenworld.com
Pictures must be sent as independent jpgs, and not embedded in the text. 
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Each year just before
Easter, Thornton College
stages a fun morning for
its Nursery and Junior
pupils. This time around,
it had Alice’s Adventures
in Wonderland as its
theme.
It was less a case of ‘off
with their heads!’ and on
with the top hats as head-
mistress Miss Williams
transformed herself (very
convincingly) into the
Queen of Hearts to front a
morning filled with arts
and crafts and eye-spying
around the grounds.
All the Nursery and Jun-
ior school children and
their families were invited
to the event. They enjoyed
lots of making and doing
in the sports hall all morn-

ing. Decorating heart-
shaped biscuits was a
tasty option and the chil-
dren also got the chance to
make their own Mad Hat-
ter top hats from circles of
foam – set at a jaunty
angle they looked really
dashing.
They also embarked on a
hunt around the school’s
25-acre grounds to find 22
wooden red hearts dan-
gling from trees and hid-
den in the walled garden
and around the church.
Once they had ticked
them all off they were en-
tered into the tombola to
win a chocolate Easter
egg, handed out by deputy
head of Junior school Mrs
Wethey, looking as pretty
as a picture as Alice.

Queen
of 

Thornton

Dunstable Knights of St. Columba hosted
a Cheese and Wine Party on April 24th to
raise funds for the charity Mary’s Meals.
Entertainment was provided by the music
group Aspect, the lead singers being mem-
bers of the choir at St. Mary’s, and magi-
cian Dominic Redmond son of one of the
Knights.   The evening was a great success

with about 70 in attendance and raised
£550.00 for the charity, thanks to sponsor-
ship from local businesses.  
Mary’s Meals provides breakfasts for
schoolchildren in many countries and is
the Knights’ National Action project for the
year.  

Knights
serve

Breakfast
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Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a well 
respected voluntary adoption agency, 
whose history dates back almost 150 
years.  Rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted, 
we welcome all kinds of adopters for 
all kinds of children. Connecting the Adoption Circle

Milton Keynes: 01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

At our Milton Keynes and Peterborough offices - see website for details.

 First Wednesday of every month
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More than thirty
people attended
CAFOD’s day of Re-
flection held on the
18 April at Sacred
Heart, Leighton
Buzzard.  Those
who attended were
from parishes in
Aylesbury, Bourne
End, Bedford, Che-
sham, Flitwick,
Luton, Princes Ris-
borough, Winslow
and even from out-
side the diocese -
London.
Some volunteers
baked delicious
cakes and there
was time before the
start of the day to
meet and chat to
other supporters,
some of whom had
never attended a
CAFOD day before.
The opening
CAFOD reflection
focused on how we
feel towards the
earth with the ef-
fect of Climate
change and partici-
pants were asked
what they can and
are doing to help.
We were reminded

of how “God saw
everything that he
had made, and in-
deed it was very
good.”
Brian Purfield of
the Mount Street
Jesuit Centre, Lon-
don, gave the input
for the day which
focused on the ac-
count of creation in
the first chapter of
Genesis and on how
St Francis of Assisi,
patron saint of ecol-
ogy, saw the world
in his Canticle of
the Creatures.  
Kath Beavil from
Princes Risborough
and several other
supporters com-
mented, “why have
we not heard this
before?  It is so en-
lightening and it re-
ally makes sense
now!”  
Theresa Short from
Leighton Buzzard
echoed the feedback
from those who at-
tended when she
said, “It was a great
and inspirational
day.  I am so glad I
came”.

You are invited to the Parliamentary
Lobby for action on climate change – 17
June.
On Wednesday 17 June, CAFOD along
with partner organisations in The Climate
Coalition, would be organising a Parlia-
mentary Lobby for action on climate
change.  
Everyone is invited to parliament for a day
of action, solidarity and celebration of all
the things we love.  It’s the first chance to
talk with our newly-elected MPs after
May’s general election and before crucial
international climate negotiations in De-
cember 2015.
Deborah Purfield (CAFOD diocesan man-
ager – Northampton) encourages support-
ers to attend saying, “We are keen to have
representatives from every constituency
meeting their MPs so please think about
coming along and encouraging others to
come with you as well”. You can register
online via the CAFOD website or call 020
7337900.  
Even if you cannot come on the day, you
can still be involved by making bunting

and writing a message about what it is
that you love and what you want to protect
from climate change.   This can then be
taken to the event for you.  For further in-
formation please go to the CAFOD website.

What’s happening on the day:
12.00 noon:

Ecumenical Christian Service
Two ecumenical services to be held simul-
taneously at St Margaret’s in Parliament
Square and the Emmanuel Centre in Mar-
sham Street. 
1.00pm – 4.00pm: Meeting and lobbying
MPs

4.30pm: 
Speak Up Finale

Rally outside Parliament with inspiring
big name speakers.
Deborah adds, “Come on Northampton
Diocese, together we can show our new
government how much we care that cli-
mate change is pushing people deeper into
poverty. Do join us for a day to remember.”

Climate
Coalition
to lobby

Parliament

An inspirational day
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Province 14 of the Catenian Association.
Spent Provincial President’s Weekend at
Queens’ College, Cambridge in early April.
Queens’ College is one of the most beautiful of
all the Cambridge colleges and is situated on
The Backs along the river Cam, close to the his-

toric centre of Cambridge. Founded in 1446, the
college was sponsored two years later by Henry
VI’s wife, Margaret of Anjou, and again in 1465
by Elizabeth Woodville, the wife of Edward IV.
Their patronage is the reason for the plural des-
ignation, Queens’. The great martyr, Bishop of

Rochester,  St. John Fisher, was President of the
college from 1505 to 1508.
The buildings of the Old and cloister courts have
changed little since the 15th century but others
have been added since.
The myth that the Mathematical Bridge was de-

signed by Newton without nuts and bolts is de-
nied by the college but the story just will not go
away. 
Kin Wang,  President of Province 14, the Caten-
ian Association.”

Following your article in the March edition
of The Vine I would like to extend a big
thank you, from the 120 who bought tick-
ets and had a great time and not least the
few who either came with their, non
Church attending partners, wives and fam-
ily, who expressed their thanks to us hav-
ing seen your article in the Vine.

The evening was a success for our Church,
Rise Theatre group, and our charity Hel-
pachild having raised just over £490 for
scholarships in Africa. This approximates
to about 10 children for a year with books
pens and a uniform.

Clive Bird

Catenians retreat to Cambridge

Rabbits in
Great 

Missenden

The brothers of Chiltern Circle were de-
lighted to welcome their new brother
Mathew Nyakuhwa following his enrol-
ment at their Ladies Night on 8th Febru-
ary 2015 at Chartridge Golf Club which
has become their venue following the clo-
sure of the Bobsleigh Hotel. Mathew who
holds dual citizenship (British Zimbab-
wean) was born in Zimbabwe in 1974 and
came to England in 2001. He retrained
as a social worker at Bucks New Univer-
sity and graduated with a BSc (Honours)
in Professional Social Work in 2007. He
is employed by Buckinghamshire County

Council Children’s Services as a Practice
Improvement Manager and specialises in
safeguarding children and in improving
their life opportunities.
He has been married for 12 years and
lives in Aylesbury with his wife and their
five year old son. He is a parishioner at
Our Lady of Lourdes in Bedgrove and a
Parent School Governor at St Joseph’s
Catholic Infant School in Aylesbury.
Mathew is photographed with his spon-
sors (from left to right) Michael Lowry
and Steve Turner with President David
Holden on his left hand side.

Widening
Circle
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Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail When phoning please quote VINE101

Flights from various UK airports 
Full Religious Programme  led by 
Spiritual Director
Assistance of Joe Walsh Tours 
guides & representatives throughout 

GROUP & PARISH PILGRIMAGES 

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGE SPECIALISTS

Joe Walsh Tours  |  www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk  
0203 468 0617  |  0161 820 8790  |  0151 909 2871  |  0292 000 3865  |  0141 530 5060 
Bonded and Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163   FOLLOW US:

Joe Walsh Tours  

FATIMA 
23 JULY  |  7 NIGHTS    From 
From London Gatwick

MEDJUGORJE
23 JUNE  |  7 NIGHTS
From Manchester

LOURDES 

13 JULY  |  5 NIGHTS  
From East Midlands

24 JULY  |  7 NIGHTS  
From Liverpool

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

DAILY BREAKFAST & DINNER

£599ppfrom

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

from
£

31 JULY  |  6 NIGHTS  
From Manchester £629ppfromfrom

£

From 
£639ppfrom

DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER

from
£

£539pp£539
£

26 JULY  |  5 NIGHTS  
From Cardiff £599ppfromfromfrom

£
£649ppfromfromfrom

£3 JULY  |  6 NIGHTS  
From Leeds Bradford

£689ppfrom

from

from
£

www.macintyrehudson.co.uk
 

01494 441 226

IF
YOU

WOULD
LIKE TO
FILL
THIS
SPACE
PHONE
ALICE 
ON
01440 
730399

Although it was a slightly overcast Satur-
day in May, Confirmandi were once again
fired up at ‘Blaze 2015’, this time from all
across the Diocese. 145 young people of sec-
ondary-school age arrived at Thornton on
coaches with their catechists for the chance
to mix with other young people and explore
a range of different ideas and topics in
preparation for their Confirmation. The
key-note speaker, Liam Lynch, certainly
challenged the young people listening to

him – he asked them to think seriously
about why they were being Confirmed.
Was it simply something that their parents
wanted or were they taking the Sacrament
seriously for themselves? After the key
note-talk, young people broke off into
smaller groups to take part in numerous
workshops exploring the Catholic Faith
through a number of different lenses. Fr.
Joseph from Princes Risborough led a
workshop on prayer, prompting young peo-

ple
to consider the reasons we pray, and the
different approaches and attitudes that

can
apply to our prayer lives before ultimately
challenging young people to carve out time

in their routines to spend with God in
prayer.  Another of the groups learnt some
language which led them to think about
why the Holy Spirit is depicted with fire. 
Later young people had the opportunity to
go receive the sacrament of Reconciliation
before participating at a Mass presided at
by Bishop Peter.  Young people then had
the chance to meet Bishop Peter and they
had been preparing questions for him
throughout the day. The questions were
certainly wide-ranging: Confirmandi
wanted to know about Bishop Peter’s call

to the priesthood, his crosier and if he had
ever been in a fight! Prudence Hill accom-
panied a group of Confirmandi on the day.
“I came with a group from our Pastoral
area including St Gregory’s parish. I was
very impressed with all the people involved
and the organisation. I noticed how much
more recollected the group was at the Mass
compared to the morning. The Holy Spirit
was working!”

Stephen Harris

Blazing Away Again
A second group of Cofirmation candidates asks the qestions

Your next
deadline?
May 31



Want to know more about
the Holy Spirit?
The Gift

A Life in the Holy Spirit

Seminars are to be held in 
The Church of Christ 
The Cornerstone,

300 Saxon Gate West, 
Central Milton Keynes, 

MK9 2ES

Dates: Wednesdays 
June : 3,10,17,24th   
July: 1,8 and 15th 

Time : 7.30pm to 9.00pm

More information from
rfernandes@hotmail.co.uk

Also see 
www.thegiftofthespirit.org
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Tangney Tours

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: info@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

5126

The Pilgrimage Specialist 

Pilgrimages to Other Destinations
Organised pilgrimages to Fatima 

11th - 15th September & 11th - 17th October

Prices from £499 per person

Italy
Rome, San Giovanni & Assisi 

14th - 21st September from £689 per person

Rome in the Autumn - 6th - 10th October

from £429 per person

7 nights from both London & Manchester

12th - 19th October & 9th - 16th November 

Staying in Bethlehem, Jerusalem & Tiberius, 

£1299 per person (includes fl ights).

The Holy Land

Lourdes - The Joy of Mission
Fly with award winning Titan Airways from 

Stansted, accommodation and spiritual programme:

The Northampton Lourdes Pilgrimage
21st - 28th August - by Air

7 nights for £770 - 3 star hotel!

24 - 25 July - £199  - 1 night
24 - 26 July - £259 - 2 nights 

1 - 7 August £585 - 6 nights
28 - 31 August - £420 - 3 nights

28 August - 4 September - £550 - 7 nights
4 - 7 September - £395 - 3 nights

            
MAs by 
distance 
learning

MA Church History
Understanding the past to make sense of 
the present.
Course team: Dr Frances Knight, Professor Thomas 

O’Loughlin and Professor Alan Ford.

MA Systematic and Philosophical 
Theology
Confronting the central questions of 
Christian faith and reason.
Course team: Professor John Milbank, Dr Alison Milbank, 
Professor Philip Goodchild and Dr Conor Cunningham.

Apply by 1 August 2015 for entry in October 2015.
Applications also open for February 2016 start.

t: +44 (0)115 951 5897
e: laura.jarvis@nottingham.ac.uk
w: www.nottingham.ac.uk/go/dl           

The Easter Vigil is the principal feast of
the Catholic Church’s year.  It is the prime
occasion for baptisms and receiving adults
into the church.  This year Ruth Khan was
baptised and Mandy Thurland received
into the church of St Peter’s Biggleswade.

On the following Sundays of the Easter
Season, three more people were baptised
and a further one received into the church.
The photograph shows Ruth Khan and
Mandy Thurland with Fr Richard Mo-
roney, their family and sponsors.

Marie and Martin Jnr Ngongo and Nancy
were baptised on the 3rd Sunday of Easter
and Janette Rafferty received into the
church on the Fourth Sunday of Easter.

Busy Biggleswade

March 28th saw the final Mass in the col-
lege chapel marking the closure of the
Endsleigh Mercy Centre, Hull. It was ex-
tremely well attended and among the con-
gregation were 13 ex students who
trained at Endsleigh from 1962 - 1965. It
had been planned to mark the 50th an-

niversary of their graduation with a re-
union possibly in June.  However plans
had to be brought forward at short notice.
It was a beautiful service and quite an
emotional experience, but one that every-
body agreed could not have been missed.

College closes

Congratulations
Cardinal Vincent Nichols issued a state-
ment on the day after the Generl Election:
“I send my congratulations to Prime Min-
ister David Cameron on the result of yes-
terday’s General Election. His new
government faces many challenges, not
least encouraging and sustaining economic
growth and, at the same time, giving par-
ticular attention to the needs of the poorest
people in our society today.

“The Catholic Church in England and
Wales looks forward to working with the
newly elected Parliament for the common
good of all.”
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Telephone : 0845 680 4741
www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

A Family Run Business
Serving Bedfordshire &
North Hertfordshire

(other area’s on request)

· Buy a pre-paid funeral     
plan from £2700

· We sell memorial / grave 
headstones

Have peace of mind you’re dealing
with a  Catholic funeral director

24 Hour Service 7 days a week

TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

of Fidelity
The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the

community of Ignation spirituality.
Daliy Mass is the centre of community
life.  By wearing the religious habit we
are witnesses to the consecrated way of
life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how,  contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46 wel-
comed.

COVENT OF OUR LADY OF
FIDELITY
Central Hill, Upper Norwood,              
LONDON SE19 1RS
Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001
Ministers of Religion

Holy Family church in Slough was packed
for a Polish custom begun last year. Parish
priest, Canon Kevin O’Driscoll blessed
Easter baskets, holding food which was to
be eaten at a traditional Easter Sunday
breakfast.

The highly decorated eggs are a sign of res-
urrection and new life. The lamb decorated
with a flag and cross recalls Christ the
Paschal Lamb. The bread reminds us that
Christ is the bread of life. Salt represents
purification. Horseradish recalls Christ’s
bitter sacrifice and ham is symbolic of
abundance and joy.

Poland comes
to Slough
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Deathbed conversions
By Karen Edmisten. 
Our Sunday Visitor. 

You only have to link the two words “death” and “faith” to have an in-
stantly readable theme. Karen Edmisten, a convert, raises the question
of the extraordinary intervention of grace in seemingly irreligious lives,
in this slim volume. As she points out to those who think such a conversion
is a cheat, they do not take into account the tragedy of a wasted life that
those who experience a last-ditch conversion will experience. Along with
their joy at encountering the love of Christ will be painful regret at the
graces they have resisted along the way.
Edmisten’s book is her gift to her own newfound faith: “I was anti-mar-
riage, anti-child, pro-choice, know-it-all” she admits. From her own expe-
rience she can say with feeling that there is no such thing as a simple
soul; “Every soul has its unique history and deserves its own story.” In
her brief accounts of the lives here, thirteen in all, she makes the inter-
esting observation that all of them, despite their wayward spiritual tra-
jectory, had someone in their lives who was praying for their conversion;
we must never give up on those we love.
Those featured include Kenneth Clark, the art historian, Alexis Carrel, a
French scientist, film star John Wayne, Oscar Wilde and Aubrey Beards-
ley, the gifted artist of Edwardian decadence. John Wayne was very
moved by the death of John Ford, the film-maker of classic Westerns, who
was a Catholic and who died “with a rosary in his hands.” Beardsley also
died holding a rosary. Of Clark the author writes that “in the end he re-
alised that our yearning for beauty is our yearning for God.” Not all aes-
thetes make this connection; at some stage in a life of public acclaim and
private philandering, Clark was humble enough to be receptive to the
grace offered him.
Inevitably, Edmisten can only provide a tantalising introduction to the
lives she writes about, but her book could be the spur to those searching
in the wrong places for the “beauty and truth” that Clark was to find in
the Church.

Sub-titled “The spiritual life of a saint” this book is not a conven-
tional biography of the late Pope. Rather, it is an exploration of
how he was formed and deepened in his spiritual life so as to be
given the strength for his amazingly fruitful and apostolic life.
The authors provide an insightful account of his early years in
Wadowice, Poland, and the influence of his father, widowed when
his son was only nine. He provided a loving and inspiring example
of an unostentatious yet strong faith, teaching his son a prayer to
the Holy Spirit to which the Pope was faithful all his life. It is
clear that Karol Wojtyla’s faith was caught as well as taught; he
recalled in later life often seeing his father on his knees in prayer
in the middle of the night.
As a young student in Cracow, the future Pope came under the
influence of Jan Tyranowski, a devout layman in his parish, who
pointed him towards the mystical writings of St John of the Cross.
These writings were to be a formative influence on Wojtyla who
later wrote his doctoral dissertation on the Spanish mystic. Tyra-
nowski also gave him the writings of St Louis de Montfort, whose
book “True Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary” was to deepen
his understanding of the role of Our Lady and give him his papal
motto: Totus Tuus. When he was called to the priesthood and
lived in the secret seminary established by the Archbishop of Cra-
cow, Adam Sapieha, the latter’s resolute resistance to the Nazi
invaders of Poland would have made its own impression; later the
Pope kept a photo of Sapieha in his bedroom in the Vatican.
The authors describe the pastoral practice of the young priest, or-
dained in 1946; “He would spend an hour or more in confession
with an individual if he felt this was needed.” When he became a
bishop, concerned about the scarcity of priests in his diocese, he
promised Our Lady that he would visit on foot all her pilgrimage
sites within reach of Cracow “if she sent one seminarian each
time”. She did.
The book also touches on the Pope’s love for Poland, his robust re-
jection of Communism and some of his encyclicals. Inevitably, in
a brief book, much is left out; nevertheless, it provides an excellent
introduction to the spiritual life of a man who literally never
stopped praying. Whether in a kayak or on an aeroplane he was
perfectly recollected, with an ability to pray “at every time and
place.”

John Paul II: 
Man of Prayer. 

By Clare Anderson and
Joanna Bogle. 
Gracewing. £9.99

his book, subtitled “How a generation of
faithful priests and bishops is revitalising
the Catholic Church” is an important re-
minder than despite the obvious tribula-
tions the Church is suffering in the secular
West, the Holy Spirit has not abandoned
her. The authors are encouraged by the
election of Pope Francis, now building on
the work of his two immediate predeces-
sors, and believe that a renewal is taking
place in the priesthood. They point to the
steady increase in the number of priestly
ordinations taking place throughout the
world, including some flourishing dioceses
in the US. Despite the attacks on the
teachings of the Church, “it appears that
the priesthood is once again becoming at-
tractive to young men” they conclude.
The book makes the obvious point that
faithfulness and orthodoxy will always
contribute to increasing rates of ordina-
tion, while heterodoxy has the opposite ef-
fect. Dynamic and orthodox bishops, who
make vocations to the priesthood and reli-
gious life central to their mission, are cru-
cial. The authors quote the Catholic
novelist Walker Percy here: “All that is
needed is a bearer of the Good News who
speaks it with such authenticity that it can
penetrate the most exhausted hearing.” I
recommend that this book be read with
close attention by every bishop and dioce-
san office in the UK. For too long our hier-
archy have accepted the Church’s decline
in this country, not aware of the vital role
in renewal that they are called upon to
play.

Renewal. 
By Anne 

Hendershott 
& Christopher

White. 
Encounter Books. 

Woodfines Solicitors (who have offices in
Bedford, Cambridge, Milton Keynes and
Sandy) has launched a national carol com-
petition.  It is partnering with the King’s
Singers, King’s College Cambridge, Classic
FM and music publishers Edition Peters.
The winning carols will be broadcast by
Classic FM and published by Edition Pe-
ters.
Composers of all ages are invited to submit
their carol in one of four categories, one of
which gives the opportunity to write for the
internationally acclaimed GRAMMY®
award winning a cappella ensemble, The
King’s Singers.
The entries will be judged by Stephen
Cleobury CBE (Director of Music, King’s

College, Cambridge), John Rutter CBE
(composer, conductor and record producer),
Christopher Gabbitas (The King’s Singers)
and Richard Causton (composer and Fel-
low of King’s). The closing date for entries
is 31 August 2015 and the winning en-
trants will be notified by 1 October 2015.
The categories are as follows: A composi-
tion for un-auditioned community choirA
composition for a Soprano, Alto, Tenor,
Bass (SATB) choir open to composers
under 18A composition for SATB choir
composers - over 18A composition for The
King’s Singers
Entry is open to UK residents only.
Woodfines Partner Chris Wingfield is de-
lighted that Woodfines is once again in-

volved in this initiative:
“We first ran this competition in 2012. We
had no idea what it would generate but
were overwhelmed with the response, with
over 300 original compositions being sub-
mitted. We are hopeful that it will generate

similar interest this year. The judging
panel includes some of the most respected
names in choral music and it is an honour
to work alongside our partners and judges
to deliver this exciting project.”

Write a carol

Book Reviews

"Please, thank you and sorry" are the three words that Pope Francis "would write on
the door of every family home" as they are the key to living well and in peace both in-
side and outside the home. They are simple words, much easier to say than to put into
practice, but "they contain great strength: the strength of protecting the home, even
through a thousand difficulties and trials; instead, when they are lacking, cracks grad-
ually open up that can even lead it to collapse."

"Please, thank you and sorry”
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May the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus be praised, 

loved, adored and glorified 
throughout the whole world,

now and forever.
Say six times a day 

for nine days

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The schools listed on
this page are pleased to
support The Vine

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

.....................................  
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name ...... 

 
 Please print. 

REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in praye 

 Already
We hold you in prayer.

Tyne Crescent, Bedford
MK41 7UL

Headteacher
Alison Wilshaw

Telephone 01234 400222

SStt TThhoommaass
MMoorree 

CCaatthhoolliicc
TTeeaacchhiinngg
SScchhooooll 

BISHOP PARKER
CATHOLIC 
SCHOOL 

Barton Road, Bletchley,
Milton Keynes MK2 3BT

Headteacher 
Mr R Mundy 

Telephone 01908 372129

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Henshaw Road,

Wellingborough NN8 2BE 
Headteacher 
Mr C Robinson 

Telephone 01933 224900

SAINT
GREGORY’S
CATHOLIC
MIDDLE
SCHOOL 

Biddenham Turn, Bedford
MK40 4AT

Headteacher Ms Topa
Telephone 01234 268649

SAINT
TERESA’S

INDEPENDENT
SCHOOL 

Aylesbury Road, Princes
Risborough  HP27 0JW

Headteacher Mrs T Milton
Telephone 01844 345005

SAINT VINCENT'S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Hammersmith Gardens,
Houghton Regis LU5 5RG
Headteacher Mrs C Lake
Telephone 01582 862456

SAINT MARY'S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Woodside Way, 

Northampton, NN5 7HX
Headteacher 

Mr Mark Wilson
Telephone: 01604 581011 

LIKE MANY people, I always seem to be in a hurry, rushing
and dashing from one task to another.  So as to ‘beat the
clock’,
I try to squeeze in extra jobs at home before racing out of
the front door. 

But it’s really not the best plan…
A few weeks ago I decided I just had enough time to do a lit-
tle dusting.

To my dismay, I dropped my figure of Our Lady and one of
her hands broke off.

Later the same day, I presented the damaged figure to my
husband and suggested he might like to fix it. My son, who
likes puns, said, ‘You didn’t hand-le her very carefully, did
you Mum?’ 

SUPER-GLUE
Incredibly, it was only a couple of days later, when walking
past the statue of a saint, that I accidentally knocked it off.
It fell on the floor and the saint’s head snapped off. Unfor-
tunately, my three grown-up children saw me. My son – the
wag – immediately piped up: ‘You’ve really developed the
clumsy gene at the moment, Mum! Super-glue will never go

out of business while you’re around!’
And indeed, my two statues were duly glued back together
and if you didn’t look too hard and spot the cracks, they
looked good as new.

During June, the martyrdom of Saints Peter and Paul is re-
membered.

These two titans of the church had a rather shaky start to
their journey of faith in Christ, but by the love and grace of
our Lord, they became inspirational leaders of the early
Church.  We, like Peter and Paul are imperfect and our
‘cracks’ are often evident in our faults and mistakes. But
when we follow the path of Christ like Peter and Paul did –
and try to become real not ‘plaster’ saints – then we too, can
be sure of the unconditional love and mercy of God.

STRENGTH
And so the next time you see any figures of saints, remem-
ber that they, like us, were not always perfect throughout
their lives. Our own ‘cracks’ may be more easy to spot, but
the freely available love of God is always there as our help
and our strength. It is the glue which holds each one of us
together.  Unfortunately though, there’s no real cure for
clumsiness…

Plaster saints?

St Thomas
More Primary

School
Northamton Road

Kettering
NN15 7JZ

Tel : 01536 512112
New Head Teacher

Julia Rutherford-Bate

TThhee  VViinnee  iiss      
ddiissttrriibbuutteedd  mmoonntthhllyy  ttoo
aall ll   CCaatthhooll iicc  CChhuurrcchheess

iinn  tthhee  DDiioocceessee  ooff
NNoorr tthhaammppttoonn

AAddvveerr ttss  ssttaarr tt  aatt  oonnllyy
££1199  ––   

ccoonnttaacctt  AAll iiccee  oonn  
0011444400  773300339999  ttoo  bbooookk

aann  
aaddvveerr tt  iinn  tthhee  ppaappeerr
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Society Sunday, June 14th 
How will your church  

take part?

Place your church at the 
heart of the community

Visit the website for FREE resources 
and more information

premier.org.uk/societysunday
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Easter bonnets at Eton Wick


