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The hall at St Gregory’s in Northampton was
full as about 60 people attended our diocese’s
first follow up event for Proclaim ’15 on

19th September.  We began with prayer before
Alex Heath gave us an overview of the 5 parts of
Proclaim ’15 and some clips from the keynote
speakers.

Our task is to build missionary parishes, so Alex
encouraged us to consider 3 practical suggestions
and, depending on our local situation, choose one to
take back to our parish:
• organise a parish evangelisation information
evening to envision first steps to practical action;
or
• run a parish evangelisation project or mis-
sion; or
• form a parish evangelisation team to promote
and run practical evangelisation projects.

Those of us who’d been at July’s inspiring national
event in Birmingham shared some of what we’d ex-
perienced in the full and varied day.  We men-
tioned particularly:

• Prayer - this was compulsory as prayer must un-
derpin all our efforts. 
• Sharing the Gospel - Joanna outlined how under-
standing the thresholds of conversion described in
Sherry Waddell’s ‘Forming Intentional Disciples’
can transform ministry.  Find out where someone
is and help them to the next step: skipping steps
doesn’t work. 
• Reaching the Unchurched - help your parish-

ioners discern the gifts that they can share joyfully.
Perhaps your parish could set up a Seeker Team?
• Prayer Experiences - Jean shared some simple
suggestions to help people pray where they are:
Mass is not always the best start
• Cath from the Sion Community for Evangelisa-
tion outlined the resources and support that they
can provide.
• Catherine and Elizabeth spoke of the Bible Time-
line.  It’s such a powerful tool already being used
with great success in our diocese.

After lunch we stopped talking and actually went
out and did it!  Real hands on evangelisation!  The
sun shone as we processed to Abington Park with
the Blessed Sacrament to the area prepared near
the bandstand.   We used leaflets and smiles to in-
vite the people in the park to ‘Come to Jesus.  Come
to life!’  We were delighted to find people very re-
ceptive, even when they’d already been approached
by another team member.    

‘All activities are free: let us serve you’ encouraged
people to come and see: 
• face painting for children - great for attracting
families
• talk and prayer - both for individuals and to at-
tach to balloons, released together at the end
• an opportunity to have your feet washed - it’s
what Jesus did all underpinned by
• quiet prayer and reflection - an hour’s adoration
with live music alongside.

(Taken from the diocesan website)

Proclaim
Above: Exposition 
Below: musicians

Left: prayer tent and feet to wash



Note
All stories and pictures  for publication
in The Vine must be sent directly to the

editor, Fr. Paul Hardy: 
vine01btopenworld.com

Pictures must be sent as independent
jpgs, and not embedded in the text. 

Send news reports, photos and other
material to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy, St.
Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shenley
Church End, Milton Keynes, MK5 6DX:
vine01@btopenworld.com We promise to
print your news as soon as we can find
space for it. 
Material should be e-mailed whenever
possible. If this cannot be done for digital
pictures they should be sent to us on
disc.Send photographs in jpg format as
separate attachments, and not embedded
in Word documents. Urgent and dated
items should reach us by the first Sunday
of the month before publication. 
A booklet of advice on writing news
reports for The Vine is available on
request. 
Parental permission must be sought
before  photographs of minors are sent for
publication.
While we accept unsolicited feature arti -
cles, we reserve the  right to edit the text
or not to publish. Letters for publication
must include a name and address, which
will be omitted by request.
The content of each issue is decided by
the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy,email: vine01@
btopenworld.com 
Views expressed in The Vine are not nec -
essarily those of the editors or of the
Diocese. The publisher of The Vine,
Bellcourt, deals with advertising. Those
wishing to place advertisements should
telephone 01440 730399. Difficulties with
distribution should be referred to Mrs
Busby. 
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WashingtonLancaster

The Diocese of Lancaster welcomed Cardi-
nal George Alencherry, the Major Arch-
bishop of the Syro-Malabar Catholic
Church, when he came to celebrate a spe-
cial Mass to inaugurate two personal
parishes erected for his Church in Preston
(under the patronage of St Alphonsa) and
for the rest of the Diocese (under the pa-
tronage of Ss Kuriakose Elias Chavara &
Euphrasia). These personal parishes are
the first for the Syro-Malabar Church in
Europe.
A special liturgical blessing was given on
the historic and ‘saved’ church and presby-
tery at St Ignatius’, Preston which now
serves as the worship, social and catechet-
ical centre for the Syro-Malabar Catholics
across the city and area.

The Major Archbishop
also inaugurated the
foundation in Preston
of the Sisters of the
Congregation of the
Mother of Carmel
(CMC) who have only
recently arrived from
Kerala. This marks the
first foundation of a
community of Syro-
Malabar Religious Sis-
ters in Great Britain.
The Syro-Malabar
Catholic Church,
headed by the Major

Archbishop, has now more than four mil-
lion members worldwide and traces its ori-
gin to St Thomas the Apostle, who is said
to have reached the shore of Kerala in 52
AD.
Around a thousand people, 20 clergy from
the Syro-Malabar Church and 20 clergy
from Lancaster Diocese attended the
colourful service at St Ignatius which was
accompanied by music and drumming.
Bishop MIchael Campbell explained in his
blog: “There is no doubt that the presence
of the Syro-Malabar communities in the
Diocese of Lancaster has brought many
blessings to us, and we cannot but be im-
pressed by the fervour of their religious
practice and devotion to their faith.

Rome
Pope Francis has issued two documents re-
forming and simplifying the process for ob-
taining a marriage annulment.
The reforms, unveiled by the Vatican on
September 8, eliminate the costs of obtain-
ing an annulment, and the requirement—
heretofore mandatory—for a 2nd review of
any judgment that a marriage was invalid.
In his most dramatic reform, Pope Francis
also allows for a new, accelerated process
leading to annulment in cases in which the
evidence appears clear. The new norms
will take effect on December 8, at the be-
ginning of the Year of Mercy. 
The main steps of the papal reforms are:
Elimination of a mandatory review of
every judgment of nullity. The Pope writes
that “the moral certainty reached by the
first judge according to law should be suf-
ficient.”
Hearing of cases by a single judge—always
a cleric—appointed by the bishop, rather
than a court of three judges. The bishop

himself retains the final authority as judge
in his diocese. An accelerated process in
which the bishop serves as judge with the
help of diocesan assessors, for cases in
which the evidence appears clear that a
sacramental marriage never took place.
Appeals in marriage cases may be heard by
metropolitan tribunals, and in the final in-
stance, cases may be appealed to the Holy
See, to be heard by the Roman Rota. In his
motu proprio, Pope Francis stipulates that
the shorter process could be followed in
cases where one or both partners showed a
clear lack of faith; where the marriage had
been brief and the couple divorced quickly;
where one partner was engaged in an ex-
tramarital affair at the time of the wed-
ding; where one partner concealed
information about serious disease, infertil-
ity, or children from another relationship;
or where the marriage vows were taken
under pressure or without the use of rea-
son.

on September 23 at the canonization of St.
Junipero Serra, the 18th-century mission-
ary who brought the Catholic faith to the
West Coast.
An estimated 20,000 people attended the
canonization— the first such ceremony
ever celebrated on US soil— at the Na-
tional Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception. 
“He was the embodiment of a Church that
goes forth,” the Pope said; “a Church that
sets out to bring everywhere the reconciling
tenderness of God.” 
The Pope, in his homily— delivered in
Spanish— reminded the congregation that
all Christians are “heirs to the bold mis-
sionary spirit” of those who spread the
Gospel to new lands and new societies. He
said: “A Christian experiences joy in follow-
ing a command: Go forth and proclaim the
good news.”
The canonization of the Franciscan mis-
sionary had been criticized by some Native
Americans, who argued that in establish-
ing 21 missions in California, St. Junipero
had suppressed the people’s beliefs and cul-
ture. Pope Francis rejected that criticism,
saying in his homily: “Junipero sought to
defend the dignity of the native commu-
nity, to protect it from those who had mis-
treated and abused it.” 
Pope Francis presided
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Contact Mrs Lynnette Carr to reserve a place: 
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Developing outstanding individuals
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51% A*–A results at GCSE 

71% A*–B results at A level

Top IB result of 39 points – 

equivalent to 4 A*s

Pictures from top: 
The concelebration: symbols in

front of the altar: planting bulbs:
the birthday cake

The school community of St Bernadette’s
Catholic Primary School in Milton Keynes
was delighted to celebrate the school’s
tenth anniversary on September 30th. Past
and present staff joined families and pupils
at a Mass celebrated by Bishop Peter. The
concelebrating priests were Fr Paul Hardy,
Fr Ken Bowen, Fr Andy Ollard, Fr Allan
Jones and Fr Ricardo Belleri, Superior
General of the Canons Regular of the Im-
maculate Conception.
‘You are celebrating ten years as a school,’
Bishop Peter told the children, ‘and I’m cel-
ebrating ten years as a bishop’. His first
task at the Mass was to bless the brand
new altar.
The Children’s Chaplaincy Team played a
key role in preparing for this special event
and this is what they said:
‘We were involved in organising the An-
niversary Mass and had important roles
during the day. During Mass, we brought
down candles that had a special signifi-
cance, representing those who have died,
those who have left the school, current
pupils and staff and future pupils and staff.
We also brought down our school mission
statement, school banner and lots of other
important things.
We read the first reading and hand signers
accompanied the psalm. Our school felt like
a very special place to be, especially be-

cause Bishop Peter was present.
Our families came, so did the previous
Headteacher and Deputy Headteacher and
other staff who used to work at St
Bernadette’s. The ending of the Mass was
very joyful because we all sang our special
school song.
Ten years ago, all the pupils at the school
planted a special daffodil bulb. There were
64 children back then, now we have 467
and each child will plant a bulb to celebrate
this wonderful occasion.
The parent association worked really hard
to bake cakes for every child in the school.
They had the school logo on them and they
were scrumptious.
We really enjoy being on the Chaplaincy
Team because we get to help with fundrais-
ing, choosing different charities for our
school to help and support the prayer life.
Our school is a safe place with lots of learn-
ing opportunities. The best thing about our
school is being part of it.’
The school opened in September 2005
under the leadership of Headteacher  Mrs
O. Byrne and her Deputy, Mrs Lake,
Chairman of Governors was Mr John Bran-
don, and the chaplain was Fr Andy Ollard.
All attended the tenth anniversary Mass.
The school opened its doors to 64 pupils.
Ten years on it serves 467 pupils and their
families.

Happy birthday to you
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The efforts and achievements of pupils
during the 2014/15 Academic year were
celebrated at a Key Stage 4 and 5
awards ceremony at St Paul’s Catholic
School on Thursday 17 September.

Guest of honour, MK Dons footballer
Giorgio Rasulo, presented the awards.
These included awards for outstanding
achievement in subject areas, setting an
example as a year leader and special
awards for exceptional contributions by
students to the school community.

Michael Manley, Headteacher at St
Paul’s, said:  “We’re very proud of all our
nominees and winners.  These awards
demonstrate the excellence achieved in
a wide variety of areas, and the commit-
ment and enthusiasm of pupils and staff
to do the best that is possible.”

Special award winners included David
Charter who received the Waitrose Cup
For Excellence for the best results in
public examinations.  In his A-Levels
David achieved A star grades in Biology
and Chemistry and A grades in Maths
and Physics.  He also achieved an A* in
his Extended Project on “What effect
could Biotechnology have on the future
of Computing?”  David is going to the
University of York to study for a Mas-
ter’s Degree in Biochemistry.
Enrique Rodriguez scooped three awards
– KS5 Science, Chaplaincy Support and
Year 13 Year Leader.  Having achieved
two A* and two A grades at A-Level, En-
rique is starting a Master’s degree in
Chemistry at Imperial College London.
Working with determination both in les-
sons and study time Enrique not only fo-
cused on his own work but supported
others through his collaborative ap-
proach to learning.  He also found time
to give back to the school through his
work as a Science Technician and other
volunteering opportunities.

The winner of the Do The Best That Is
Possible award, chosen by the Head-
teacher, was Anita Dzre.  She epito-
mised a student who has done their very
best and is a superb role model both in
and out of class and a pleasure to work
with.  Anita has passed AS Levels in
Psychology, Sociology, Health and Social
Care and English.  She has made excel-
lent progress and her teachers were de-
lighted by her grades.  Anita always
contributes to school life and thinks of
others before herself.  She has a real de-
termination and focus to succeed and al-

ways has a smile on her face.  

The student receiving the award for
Service to the School Community and
living up to the school motto “Love,
Serve And Do The Best That Is Possible”
was Serena Conway.  Serena, who also
won the Year 10 Year Leader award, is
a friendly and reliable pupil who will-
ingly accepts any opportunity to partici-
pate in the School Mass.  She has a
strong sense of responsibility and always
eagerly takes part in anything she is
asked to do whether during the school
day or in her own time and always with
a smile on her face!

Students received a certificate and tro-
phy and category winners were also
given vouchers.

Picture shows Giorgio Rasulo, MK Dons
(left) presenting an award to Enrique
Rodriguez.  Enrique won awards for Sci-
ence, Chaplaincy Support and Year 13
Year Leader.

Awards at
St Paul’s

Enrique Rodriguez scooped 

Addressing the annual conference of the national justice and
peace network at Swanwick, our diocesan co-ordinator, Sister
Maire Hayes told of how faith groups are working together in
Luton to bring harmony in the local community. 

Sister Maire recalled the controversy when members of the An-
glian regiment marched through the town and there were
protests about the soldiers actions in Basra. The right wing Eng-
lish Defence League resulted from the protests. More recently
the right wing group Britain First descended on the town in
June, creating fear in the Muslim community. 

Sister Maire told how despite these type of incursions Luton is
a town where the people of different faiths pull together. She told

of an annual peace walk and sporting events, when the different
faiths come together. Also how the different faiths placed flowers
in remembranceof the murdered soldier Lee Rigby.

In another action, after a rabbi was harassed, members of the
Muslim community walked with him to the synagogue for 18
months.

Sister Maire pointed out that despite the tensions, often stoked
by people coming from outside, there was no trouble in Luton at
the time of the riots across the country in 2011. “We strive to
build community cohesion, working to empower Luton’s faith
and cultural 

Sister Maire 
backs Luton



Cardinal Nichols and Archbishop Smith
jointly signed a Pastoral Letter from all the
bishops which was read in parishes on
Home Mission Sunday, September 20.

They reminded congregations of the Chris-
tian task to
pray for, participate in and support the
work of evangelisation in England and
Wales. We have the task of deepening,
sharing and proclaiming our faith, sensi-
tively and confidently, wherever we may
be. 

The challenges to faith today, the bishops
said, are many and deep-rooted. They in-
vited every parish to work on one or two of
the challenges which emerged from the
July conference, Proclaim 15.

Pope Francis they said, shows us that the
true heart of faith is hugely attractive. He
shows us how to let our faith be seen. He

does this by making clear the great mercy
of God, the mercy that he has received and
that he shows to all. The mercy of God is
God’s love in action, reaching out to every
person, to each one of us in our weakness.
Mercy is God’s tender embrace in lifting us
up and inviting us to start again. When
Pope Francis was asked to describe himself
he said, simply, “I am a sinner.” As we re-
ceive God’s mercy we are enabled to show
mercy to others.

Our response to Pope Francis, say the bish-
ops, is to make the task of proclaiming
God’s mercy the priority in our own efforts.
This we will strive to do most especially
during the Jubilee Year of Mercy in this
December. He writes: “How much I desire
that the year to come will be steeped in
mercy, so that we can go out to every man
and woman, bringing the goodness and
tenderness of God! May the balm of mercy
reach everyone.” So we ask your help. To-
gether let us Proclaim God’s Mercy. 

The Gospel Reading today from St Mark
puts it very simply. When we live our lives
with trust in God as a child trusts his par-
ents, then we will be free of so many bur-
dens. And then our faith will be
transparent, evident to others in all its at-
tractiveness. Then we will be proclaiming
the Gospel for others to see and hear. 

The key, then, to showing our faith in the
way we live is to be ready to live constantly
in the presence of God, knowing that God
never takes his eyes off us, not to catch us
out, but because he loves us so much.
When we are constantly aware of that lov-
ing gaze which is upon us, and of the mercy

and encouragement that flows our way,
then we are enabled to look on others in
the same way. 

These are the foundations of evangelisa-
tion. On them, other steps can be built: the
opportunity to speak about our faith; the
expression of that love in programmes of
action towards those most in need; a loving
care for those who have been hurt by life
and hurt within the Church, for whom any
return to the practice of their faith is par-
ticularly difficult. In this effort for evange-
lisation we seek out ways of accompanying
others, through friendship, through
prayer, through conversation, so that they
sense in us the welcome that God most cer-
tainly extends to them. Our efforts need
not be complicated or heroic. As Our
Blessed Lady reminds us, through our
humble efforts the Lord can do great
things! 

The bishops went on to thank congrega-
tions for the witness that they already give.
Their presence at Mass today is a good ex-
ample. By coming to Mass they not only
give due worship to God but also publicly
proclaim their faith to everyone who knows
of their commitment and routine. ‘We
thank you for your daily efforts in family
living, the patterns of family life that you
work hard to sustain. The family is the

first and best school of faith, of prayer and
of virtuous living. Thank you all indeed!’ 
The bishops ended the letter with a reflec-
tion from Pope Francis. Together let us
seek to live out the words of Pope Francis:
“The joy of the gospel fills the hearts and
lives of all who encounter Jesus. Those who
accept his offer of salvation are set free from
sin, sorrow, inner emptiness and loneliness.
With Christ joy is constantly born anew... I
wish to encourage the Christian faithful to
embark upon a new chapter of evangelisa-
tion marked by this joy.

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGE SPECIALISTS

0203 468 0617  |  0161 820 8790  |  0151 909 2871 
0141 530 5060  |  FOLLOW:      0292 000 3865
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk  
Bonded and Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163 
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Our team is ready to help you...

Call 0800 230 0238
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Creating the ultimate car buying experience

.org.uk
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NOW ONLY
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54K, Great Value!

12 REG
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NOW ONLY
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Blue Met, 57K

06 REG

£3995
NOW ONLY

The 100% bespoke car 
buying service for the 
Christian community.
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A message from all of the bishops

Many prisoners (as many as one in four) in
a Youth Offenders Institution are held in
conditions bordering on solitary confine-
ment spending 23 hours out of 24 confined
to their cells according to the Howard
League for Prison Reform .    
“One in four boys in Feltham Prison is
spending 23 hours a day locked up in his
cell in conditions which amount to solitary
confinement”. HM Inspector of Prisons  
This is widespread in our prisons as re-
ported by HM Chief Inspector in February
in his report on Rochester YOI in February
this year and by the Prison Reform Trust
in their report ‘Strangeways 25 years on’2
in March:-
“A prisoner who is unemployed because
there is no activity available for him might
spend 22 hours a day, and eat all his
meals, with another prisoner in a small cell
designed for one, perhaps eight foot by six
foot, with an unscreened toilet” HM Chief
Inspector of Prisons
Against this background, prayer groups
become very difficult to organise, and pris-
oners struggle on their own. Roman
Catholic Prison Chaplains are begging for
Catholic Bibles and other catechetical re-

sources to support the prisoners in their
care in their journey of faith, a faith re
awakened by their time inside and away
from home. 
“Thank you for the Catholic Bible. It is
beautiful and has helped me with my faith.
It has been a long journey and it has put
me on the track to rightness, faith, hope
and goodness” Mark HMP Isle of Wight
The Catholic Truth Society launched its
Prison Appeal 2015 at Easter this year
with an Appeal to Members and Support-
ers of CTS. So far we have raised just over
£12,000 of our target of £30,000 by Christ-
mas 2015. There is some way to go!  We
wish to widen the Prison Appeal to all the
dioceses and parishes in the country and
need your help to do this.       
http://www.ctsbooks.org/filedepository/ap-
peals/prison%20appeal%20(interactive).pd
f for donations to the CTS Prison Appeal
2015 via the CTS website 
http://campaign.justgiving.com/charity/ca
tholictruthsociety/prisonappeal for the
leaflet which tells you more about the ap-
peal and other ways of donating to the
CTS Prison Appeal 2015 

Offering hope to 
people

in prison

IF
YOU

WOULD
LIKE TO
FILL
THIS
SPACE
PHONE
ALICE 
ON

01440 
730399

Many children are 
currently in care and  
need a new family…  
could you  
be that family?

Adoption
Connections

St. Francis’ Children’s Society is a well 
respected voluntary adoption agency, 
whose history dates back almost 150 
years.  Rated ‘Outstanding’ by Ofsted, 
we welcome all kinds of adopters for 
all kinds of children. Connecting the Adoption Circle

Milton Keynes: 01908 572700
Peterborough: 01733 475581

Registered 
Charity

No. 211670

www.sfcs.org.uk
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk

At our Milton Keynes and Peterborough offices - see website for details.

 First Wednesday of every month

eterborough offices - see w

y of eednesdaFirst Wevenings:Adoption information 

ynes and PAt our Milton Ke   eynes and P

 
  
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

.

y monthervy of e

ebsite for detailseterborough offices - see w

 
  
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

ough:eterborP

ynes:eMilton K

g.ukies@sfcs.orenquir
g.uk.sfcs.orwww

 211670. 211670No
ityChar

Registered

 
  
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

01733 475581ough:

01908 572700ynes:



Page 6 The Vine November 2015

Jackie the organist
says:- “ Over 50
years ago, when my
husband Chris had
the flu and couldn’t
play the organ for
Mass at St Teresa’s
in Beaconsfield one
Sunday, he insisted
I stand in for him al-
though I had never
touched an organ be-
fore.  I was terrified
and arrived in the
choir loft where the
choir were waiting.
I sat down at the
organ, my breast
touched a key by ac-
cident and the Priest
started the Mass
thinking it was his
note!  The Choir had
seen what happened
and of course started
to giggle and that
helped to clear the
air.  When Chris
could no longer play,
I took over and for
many years now you
have heard whatever
noise I like to make!
When Chris died 32
years ago, I started
to attend Mass at St
Dunstan’s Church in Bourne End regu-
larly and Father MacRory had just taken
over the Parish.  He was unhappy in
Bourne End and we looked after each
other.  One Sunday, there was nobody to
play the organ and, after the service, I
said that I might be able to help him if he
was in that situation again, although I
told him I wasn’t marvellous – which still
goes!  The next Sunday, he came to me
and asked if I would take over the organ
playing every Saturday evening which I
did.  After a while (I can’t remember how
long) Brian, who played every Sunday,
lost his wife, then moved to France, leav-
ing no organist for Sundays so for a while
I played every Saturday evening and Sun-
day morning until we had no more Satur-
day evening Masses.
Since then, over the years, I have played

most of the organs in the Bourne End
Churches when they were without an or-
ganist as I met all the Vicars and Minis-
ters at the Churches Together meetings
when I was Secretary.  They knew I
played at St. Dunstan’s.   Quite an expe-
rience to play for the different services.  I
even played for a friend’s wedding in
Slough.
My husband would probably be quite
pleased that I am still playing.  I owe him
a great deal – he made me do things I had
never tried as I was a bit mousey before
and tried to hide it as it were.  I do my
best, of course, but will never be as good
on the organ as I would like to be, but I
would certainly miss playing if the time
comes when I can no long cope.  Chris
was a great musician and very clever at
everything – I spent my life trying to keep
up!”

Allama Griffin
Jones Sharar (1924-
1999) a famous
Pakistani Catholic
poet from Luton
was inducted in to
the Luton Pakistani
Christian commu-
nity Hall of Fame
on Saturday 12th
September. It was
celebrated at Holy
Ghost Catholic
Church on West-
bourne Road, Luton
and was attended
by over 200 Pak-
istani Christians
from all over the
UK.

Allama Griffin
Jones Sharar was a
famous poet who
settled in Luton in
the 1960’s and
made his name in
the Christian com-
munity for his su-
perb and articulate
poetry. He was hon-
oured with the title
‘Allama’ which is re-
served for only the
highest scholars in
Islam - which was a
special honour for
Griffin Jones
Sharar who was the
only Christian from
Pakistan to receive
such a title. His po-
etry was also com-
mended by Prince
Charles during
Queen Elizabeth’s
Silver Jubilee.

Excellent A Levels
Students and staff at Cardinal Newman
Catholic School and Newman Sixth are cel-
ebrating another year of excellent A Level
exam results.  The average grade score
rose to a record high of 212 points per
entry, equivalent to an average of just over
a C grade for every entry.

As ever there were a number of outstand-
ing individual performances with a num-
ber of students gaining A grades across all
subjects.  There was also a general in-
crease in overall standards as the percent-
age of entries securing A*-B grades rose 3
points to 44%.  The percentage of students
achieving 3A*-E grades also increased to
93%, over 15% higher than the national av-
erage last summer.

Joe Richardson, Headteacher of Cardinal
Newman Catholic School, commented:

“This is a fantastic achievement by stu-
dents and staff in the school.  We set very
high standards for our students demand-
ing high performance levels throughout the
course and this is reflected in the results
achieved this summer.  We are particu-
larly pleased to see so many of our students
in such a strong position to progress onto
University or secure employment.  Cardi-
nal Newman is a college where all students
have the opportunity to fulfil their poten-
tial and I am particularly pleased to see so
many students who came to Cardinal New-
man from other schools doing so well.”  

Many students were overjoyed with their
results.  Elena Panepinto and Frances
Welch both secured places at Nottingham
University with top grades and commented
on the high level of support available to
them throughout their studies.  Among

other students securing top grades were
Eamonn Kitching, Emily Rand and
Muhammad-Ismail Abdul-Karim.
Muhammad achieved A*A*A across
Maths, Further Maths and Chemistry and
did this at the same time as completing Is-

lamic Studies.  He noted the excellent sup-
port available from his teachers and recog-
nised the way that staff at Cardinal
Newman go the extra mile to ensure stu-
dents achieve the best that is possible. 

Hall of 
fame

for Alamma

Memories of a
mature organist
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Bishop Parker Primary School and St
Thomas Aquinas Primary School have
joined together to form the Bletchley
Catholic Schools Federation led by Execu-
tive Headteacher, Mr. Robert Mundy. The
first set of 2015 SATs results under Mr.
Mundy’s leadership are very impressive.
“First and foremost I congratulate the mar-
vellous effort all the children put in to
achieve this wonderful set of results. It is
also important to recognise that these re-
sults reflect the hard work of the dedicated
and loyal teachers, staff and governors who
want the very best for each individual
child.? They are testament to the strong
partnership between the parents and our
Bletchley schools.? SATs do not paint the
entire picture and both schools can be very
proud of the broad and rich Catholic curricu-
lum they present to the children. We aim for
great learning in a whole range of exciting
topics and activities.”

Bishop Parker’s results are a big improve-
ment on last year and the school was con-
gratulated by Cheryl Eyre, the Milton
Keynes Local Authority Head of School Im-
provement. She appreciated in her letter
that these improvements are a result of a

“strong commitment to high quality teach-
ing”.?

Bishop Parker School has got a new school
emblem that reflects Bishop Leo Parker’s
episcopal shield which featured a lion. A
new school badge featuring this lion was de-
veloped and approved by the children who
confirmed that it stood for being strong,
courageous and powerful and felt they
would wear this new badge with pride. A
new green and yellow colour theme is fol-
lowed in the new badge, school signs, school
website and the new school uniform. Every
pupil in the school was given a new green
school sweatshirt to begin the school year.
When asked by visiting governor, Mr. Ron
Graham, what they thought of their new
uniform the whole of Year 5 gave it a unan-
imous two thumbs up.?

St Thomas Aquinas School 2015 SATs re-
sults are the best in Milton Keynes and are
likely to be in the top 30 maintained schools
nationally. Quite an extraordinary achieve-
ment!??

Builders were busy in both schools during
the summer upgrading classrooms, creating

new offices and library. The new Bishop
Parker School entrance is really spacious
and welcoming now.?

The Year 6 Leaver’s Mass was held outdoors
at St Thomas Aquinas School and attended
by over 300 pupils and parents. It was very
windy and Fr Christopher Perry was al-
most blown away when his vestments
caught the wind.
Holy Communion
chalices were cov-
ered with cling film
to stop the hosts fly-
ing into the air. It
was an emotional
service when pupils
played a full part in
the readings, psalms
and some exquisite
singing.?

Mass was followed
by a prize giving and
parish social
evening with food
and entertainment.
A great time was
had by all. Special
guests included for-
mer Headteacher,
Mrs Monica
Basham, and former
chair of governors,
Mr John Mulligan.?

Executive Headteacher, Mr Mundy, and Mr
Jim Kent from the Knights of St Columba
present the “Des Murray” cup and medal to
Becky for the wonderful effort she put into
her learning and the many contributions
she made to the school.?
Mr Simon Navin, the Chair of the Govern-
ing Body gave the vote of thanks to pupils
and staff who were leaving and wished them
good luck in the next chapter of their lives.
“Once again we said farewell to a group of
students who have left their mark on the
school both through their academic dedica-

tion and the part they have played in help-
ing the school grow in faith. The leavers
mass is a wonderful opportunity?to cele-
brate the successes of the Year 6 children
and? looking back at the photos of them
through the years shows how much they
have developed and become part of the STA
family. They are excellent role models to the
rest of the school and we wish them well as

they transfer to sec-
ondary, as we do for
the Year 6 children
leaving BP

There are many
challenges ahead for
our? Bletchley
C a t h o l i c
Schools Federation
and I feel confident
that we have the
support, resources
and faith to meet
them head on and
continue the success
of the last year in
both schools.”

Simon has been tire-
less in galvanising
support for forming
the Federation and
led the community
through all the
many processes in-

volved. He will be stepping down from the
chair after five successful years at a time of
great change and improvement. His elo-
quence, tireless support and effective lead-
ership have been very much appreciated by
the  whole learning community who thank
him sincerely and will miss him. We wish
him well in his new endeavours.?

* Enigma is also a reference to local pride.
The German cipher machines, called
Enigma, were first cracked at Bletchley
Park during World War 2.

Bletchley’s Cracked the Code?

E xcellent 2015 SATs results – the best ever?
N ew Bletchley Catholic Schools Federation??
I nspirational teaching with many outstanding teachers?
G overning Body restructured and ready for some robust leadership?
M arvellous buildings improvements that look great?
A mbitious vision for the Bletchley Catholic learning community?
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Over 70 people from
31 parishes attended
the two supporter
events in September
2015 held in Bea-
consfield and Milton
Keynes.  Some like
parish volunteer Pat
Taylor (JHN – High
Wycombe) encour-
aged four others
from her parish to
come along with her
which was fantastic.  

Tom O’Connor
(CAFOD’s change di-
rector) thanked sup-
porters and gave an
overall picture of
CAFOD’s work in
Emergency relief,
Long term sustain-
able development,
Tackling the root
causes of poverty
and injustice via ad-
vocacy and cam-
paigning and
Building partner-
ships in the Catholic
community of Eng-
land and Wales.  He reminded all that CAFOD wasn’t just any
charity but “YOUR charity and all we do is done in your name”.

CAFOD’s finances were explained by Susanna Webb from
CAFOD’s legacy team.  Over the financial year 2014/15, our Dio-
cese of Northampton raised about £720k and over £100k was from
gift aid donations.  All were delighted to hear that the UK gov-
ernment’s £5m matched funding target was reached for Lent
2015.  Our Diocese raised over £118k.  This is just amazing!
Thank you so much to all who donated.

We were privileged to hear from Nick Harrop (CAFOD’s world
news officer) who had visited Niger (the focus country for the Har-
vest fast day).  Nick recounted his meeting with 74 year old Har-
mani Fodi and his community and explained that the main
problem for them was having a sustainable source of food.  Year
upon year of disastrous crop failure due to climatic conditions or
infestation had impacted terribly on the already vulnerable mem-

bers of the community.  Caritas Niger, CAFOD’s partner, has
helped Hamani and the community get the vital food they needed
and also through their ‘Pay for work scheme’ provided wages
to the villagers to work, ensuring that they became able once
again to support themselves through the worst of the crisis and
becoming more resilient for the future.  Caritas Niger had also set
up 12 integrated health centres which provides HIV testing, im-
munisations and a special focus on nutrition screening and treat-
ment.  

Teresa Williams, parish volunteer Christ the King - Bedford said,
“Thank you for such an inspirational and interesting day.  Every-

one should see what
is going on in the
various countries
and just what
CAFOD is doing to
help. We felt really
privileged to be in-
vited. Let’s hope we
can give some of
what we absorbed
back to our parish-
ioners and continue
with more fund rais-
ing.” 

Jim Cargin (St
Joseph Aylesbury)
whose first time it
was attending such
an event added “I
found the day most
helpful, informative
and encouraging.  It
was good meeting
other supporters and
I would really recom-
mend it to everyone.
I shall be very happy
to be part of the
CAFOD group in my
parish now.” 

“I am delighted that more people than ever attended and felt en-
ergised and inspired to do more to promote CAFOD’s work in their
parishes” remarked Deborah Purfield (CAFOD Co-ordinator for
Northampton). “We could not do our great work without the sup-
port of such amazing and generous people”.  Our next supporters’
day will be on Saturday, late January / early February 2016.
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Great 
Missenden

and
Wendover

have commissioned a Jubilee
Year of Mercy prayer-card!

You can download this now at:
www.parishfamily.org.uk/prayer

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�
(and the churches listed)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

.....................................  
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name ...... 

 
 Please print. 

REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in praye 

 Already
We hold you in prayer.

Already
We hold you in prayer.

A busy 
CAFOD month

Calling all Parishes
Next month we will be

advertising 
Christmas 

Mass Times in the 
December
edition

To promote
yours please 
call Alice on
01440 730399

by 11 November
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Have peace of mind
you are dealing
with a Catholic

Funeral Director
We are a family business serving

Bedfordshire &
North Hertfordshire

24 Hour service, 7 days a week
Pre-paid funeral plans

from £2899
Free phone 0800 634 4505

www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

   
    

  
   

 
        
      

Benedict's offers high
standards even in

heavy rain

TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

100mm x 2 to fill

CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.
Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect
gift: Bibles, missals,
prayer books, plaques,
icons, statues, photo-frames,
fountains, fonts, crosses,
crucifixes, rosaries, candles,
incense, oil burners, mini cards to
inspire, occasion cards to celebrate, and all
at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES
Militia Immaculatae Trust,
35-37, New Bond Street,
Leicester  LE1 4RQ. 
Tel 0116 2513477

Email: store@mitrust.co.uk
Website: www.mitrust.co.uk

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm 
Opposite the 

New Highcross, 
Leicester

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughoutthe  whole world, now and

forever. 
Say six times a day  for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The annual Catenian 4 golf day contested
by circles from Bedford, Luton, Milton
Keynes, and Northampton Circles was
held on 21st August at Bedford & County
Golf Club.  Hosted this year by Bedford
Circle and organised by Bernard Wadding-
ham (pictured end left).  The Milton
Keynes team won the Catena 4 Cup with
Northampton Circle a close second.
Shown holding the Cup is Pat Ward, who
had the best score on the day; he also won
the Neil Ward Trophy (contested in mem-

ory of his son) for the best score from Bed-
ford or Milton Keynes.  Standing left of
Pat, is John Scott with the other winning
Milton Keynes members Mal Nally and
Mike Too-Chung front right.   Also pic-
tured are other prize winners; Mike Walsh
second from the left and in the back row
Paul and Viv Young, Bedford Circle, An-
drew Langer, Damian Walls, Northampton
Circle and Jim Keane also of Bedford cir-
cle.  The Catena 4 golf day has been held
since 1992 and attracts keen golfers from

across the Northamptonshire Dioceses, the
2016 event will be organised by Luton Cir-
cle. The Catenian motto is Faith, Family,
Friendship and golf days are just one of a
number of local and national social activi-
ties held throughout the year, for more in-
formation about the day or to find out more
about the Catenian Association in your
area, contact in the first instance Dennis
Cooper denniscooper238@btinternet.com
or visit www.thecatenians.co.uk. 

The annual Mass for the Sick organised by the SVP took place on
Thursday 10th at St. Teresa’s Beaconsfield. It was concelebrated
by Fr. Francis Higgins the Parish priest and Fr Henry Sanni, who
will be conducting services at St. Teresa’s and St. Dunstan’s
Bourne End while Fr. Francis is on a Sabbatical. The Mass was
well  attended and a high tea was held in the Parish Centre after
the service. 

Healing Mass
for the  sick

at Beaconsfield

On 6th September 1965, St Joseph’s Catholic Lower School in
Chester Road, Bedford opened its doors for the first time.  In
early September, the school had a special 50th Anniversary As-
sembly launching a year of exciting activities to mark this great
achievement.  Each class received a special balloon, and statue
for their classroom, to mark the occasion.  
The head teacher, Ms Lisa Sumpter, introduced Mrs Esther
Anstee and Mr Mick Lyons who came to the school on its first
day in 1965. They joined Carys Woodburn, who started at the
school this week and Caitlin McLoughlin who joined the recep-
tion class 10 years ago.

Fifty years
for 

St Joseph

Winning clubs
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In the first eight months of 2015, more
than 500,000 refugees and migrants en-
tered the European Union, according to
Frontex, the agency that coordinates EU
border controls. This compares to 280,000
people for the whole of 2014.
The increased number of refugees and mi-
grants seeking a new life in Europe is
largely a consequence of humanitarian
crises around the world.

One of the refugees, 26 year old Abdalka-
rim Zahra from Syria said, “I walked so
many roads, I crossed so many rivers.  I
went over so many hills and valleys. I lost
my home, my belongings, literally every-
thing.” 
His journey has taken him to Turkey,
Greece, Macedonia and Serbia. People
smugglers have taken all his money. He
has been pushed into an overcrowded boat
to reach Greece. He has worn the same
clothes for weeks. He has suffered hunger
and thirst. He has been kicked by border
police. “Can I still be called a human?” he
asked.

How is CAFOD responding to the
crisis in Europe?

We are responding to the crisis both in Eu-

rope and in many of the countries where
refugees originate from, including Syria,
Sudan, South Sudan and the Democratic
Republic of Congo.

Our sister agencies in the Caritas network
are providing aid to refugees in almost
every country in Europe.  We are directly
supporting Caritas Greece and Caritas
Serbia, who are providing food, water, shel-
ter and emergency supplies to thousands
of refugees every day. The governments of
both countries are struggling to cope with
the crisis. 

On 4 September, we also launched a cam-
paign calling on the UK government to do
more to help vulnerable refugees resettle
in the UK as quickly as possible.  Within a
week more than 2,000 Catholics in Eng-
land and Wales had emailed the Prime
Minister calling for action.

How is CAFOD responding to the
crisis in Syria?

We are supporting Church partners in
Syria, who are providing food parcels, med-
ical aid and relief supplies and helping peo-
ple to find safe places to stay, in areas held
by both government and opposition forces.

We are also working with Caritas partners
in Lebanon, Turkey and Jordan to ensure
that newly arrived refugees have food,
medical support, clothes and safe places to
stay.  We are working in Iraq to help our

Church partners to
respond to the ur-
gent needs of fami-
lies forced from their
homes.  Our part-
ners have supported
thousands of people
with immediate food,
essential household
goods, alternative
housing, sanitation
facilities, and psy-
chosocial support to
both children and
adults.

Should the UK
government
accept more
refugees?

CAFOD, alongside
other agencies, has
consistently called

on the UK government to accept more of
the people most at risk.
While the UK has led the world in its hu-
manitarian aid contribution to the Syria
crisis, CAFOD believes that we have a
moral responsibility to share the burden
with countries like Lebanon and offer a
safe haven for more of those in need of pro-
tection.
While we welcome the Prime Minister’s re-
cent pledge to take 20,000 Syrian refugees,
we need the government to make steps to
speed up the process of identifying and of-
fering relocation to Syrians in the region
and to ease the burden on neighbouring
countries in the Middle East.

What can I do to help?
Pray for refugees facing exploitation
around the world.
Donate to the CAFOD Refugee Crisis Ap-
peal 
Write to the Prime Minister asking him to
increase resettlement places for the most
vulnerable Syrian refugees.
Offer shelter, time and skills to support
refugees through one of the organisations
listed by the Catholic Bishops’ Conference

CAFOD and the refugees

On Tuesday 22nd September, Thornton College played host to
Year 6 pupils from Milton Keynes Catholic Liaison Primary
Schools. Boys and girls from St Mary Magdalene, Bishop Parker,
St Monica’s and St Bernadette’s joined Thornton’s Year 6s for a
day-long celebration to mark their final year as Juniors. 

Thornton College Acting Deputy Head Juniors Mrs Darwin said:
‘Remember to make the most of your last year as a Junior, this is
the beginning of the next stage of your life,’ as she invited the 200-
strong group to enjoy a day of fun and laughter.

Pupils broke down barriers with team-building games before
making prayer cards and hymn practise. The day culminated in
a special Mass in the school’s Chapel led by Father Brendan
Killeen, parish priest for East Hunsbury and Towcester 

Marking
the end
of junior
school
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WE WOULD LIKE TO
THANK THE SCHOOLS ON

THIS PAGE FOR
SUPPORTING THE PAPER 

If your school would like to purchase a support advert in
the paper please contact 

Alice on 01440 730399 or email alicej@cathcom.org
A 5cm x 6.2cm advert in this section is only £35.

SAINT TERESA’S
SCHOOL 

Princes Risborough
Catholic independent school

and pre-school for
girls and boys aged 3-11

Headmaster – Mr Simon Detre
01844 345005

www.st-teresas.bucks.sch.uk

SAINT
GREGORY’S
CATHOLIC
MIDDLE
SCHOOL 

Biddenham Turn, Bedford
MK40 4AT

Headteacher Ms Topa
Telephone 01234 268649

Tyne Crescent, Bedford
MK41 7UL

Headteacher
Alison Wilshaw

Telephone 01234 400222

SStt TThhoommaass
MMoorree 

CCaatthhoolliicc
TTeeaacchhiinngg
SScchhooooll 

SAINT
VINCENT'S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Hammersmith Gardens,
Houghton Regis LU5 5RG
Headteacher Mrs C Lake
Telephone 01582 862456

SAINT MARY'S
CATHOLIC
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Woodside Way,

Northampton, NN5 7HX
Headteacher 

Mr Mark Wilson 
Telephone: 01604 581011 

In early October Bishop Peter broke
new ground. With Cardinal Vincent
Nichols he was representing the
Church of England and Wales at the
Rome synod on family life. He prepared
a DVD to be played in parish churches
on October 4. He talked about his expe-
riences at the World Meeting of Fami-
lies in Philadelphia. He outlined the
task facing the bishops at the synod. He
also reminded congregations that the
Year of Mercy would begin in December
and that, next Lent, he would lead rec-
onciliation services in each Pastoral
Area.

On October 3rd he took over the Satur-
day Spiritual section in The Times,
whose Catholic writer is normally Mgr
Roderick Strange, former rector of the
Beda college in Rome. Once more
Bishop Peter talked about the synod.

‘With Pope Francis we shall be reflect-
ing on the theme of vocation and mis-
sion of the family in the Church and in
the contemporary world and asking
what is God’s purpose for marriage and
the family. What makes this synod dif-
ferent is that there has been consulta-
tion with the whole Catholic
community’.

‘I have been inundated’, he said, ‘with a
huge amount of correspondence. I have
felt like a ball on a billiard table, being

bounced from one cushion to another.
So many people are anxious that the
teaching of the Church must not
change. So many good people are look-
ing for a solution to the impossible sit-
uations they or members of their family
are in, and also for ways to heal their
considerable hurt.

Pope Francis himself has indicated that
he wants a more compassionate re-
sponse to those who feel disenfran-
chised by the Church’s teachings on
divorce and homosexuality. People who
have remarried and are barred from
Communion, or who are gay and are de-
manding a greater welcome from the
Church eagerly await the synod’s out-
come. That will be contained in the
Apostolic Exhortation which will be
published some time after the synod.

At the World Meeting of Families, I lis-
tened to two presentations emerging
from the scriptures of the Church’s
beautiful vision for all men and women.
I completely embrace the traditional
teaching of the Church, but the chal-
lenge is that it can be so remote from
where people are at and from the posi-
tion of those who simply do not compre-
hend that vision.

We need some kind of bridge to make
connections, to enable people to be ac-
cepted and encouraged, to overcome po-

larisation, to give hope to those who feel
so far removed from what Jesus wants
for them as expressed by the Church.

I think that this will be one of the most
urgent tasks of the synod under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit. It is an ur-
gent task to enable priests and all in-
volved in the life and mission of
marriage to provide consistent guid-
ance and support to those seeking to
love one another in their marriages,
and in their families, as Jesus has loved
us.

Surely it is the love of Jesus that the

ears of the bishops at the synod must be
open to, in order to hear the cries of the
wounded and of those who are alien-
ated and feel that they do not belong.
The family is the home for wounded
hearts. It is the place for comfort and
healing. In the same way, the Church
must be the home for the wounded
heart. Healing is central to the coming
of the kingdom that Jesus preached.
Where God rules, wounds are attended
to, the wounds of everyone. Perhaps
that is why Pope Francis has described
the Church as a field hospital and is
preparing to inaugurate a ‘Year of
Mercy’ on December 8’.

The Church in dialogue



The Real Advent Calendar is a great way to share the Christmas story.
The calendar comes with a free 32 page Christmas story activity booklet illustrated by 
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windows there is a Fairtrade chocolate and a line of the Christmas story.
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The Only Calendar with a

Free Advent Activity Booklet.

www.funzi.org.uk

We are the UK's only 

Fairtrade charity Advent 

calendar. For every sale 

a donation will be made 

towards the work of 

Traidcraft Exchange and 

the Funzi Baby Clinic 

in Kenya.

Help raise
£15,000 this year

How To Buy

Visit us on

£3.99£3.99

RRP

Tesco is the only supermarket 

selling the calendar, but only in 

their larger stores.

Bulk orders Churches, schools and groups can buy in 

bulk directly from us at www.realadvent.co.uk/shop 

Order from us before 1/11/2015 we will give you free 

delivery. We supply in boxes of 18. A range of 

independent retailers, bookshops and cathedrals 

have stocks of the advent calendars. Traidcraft, TLM, 

Eden.co.uk and Embrace the Middle East also have 

stocks and some can send bulk and singles.

See website for details: www.realadvent.co.uk/shop

www.traidcra5.co.uk
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Members of school
staff, pupils, par-
ents, governors and
representat ives
from NORES
joined Mrs Jo
Storey on Septem-
ber 17th to celebrate
her induction Mass
as the new Head of
Thornton College.

The huge gathering
in the school’s
chapel included
members of Mrs
Storey’s family,
friends and staff
from her former
school, New Hall,
in Chelmsford. Mgr
Kevin McGinnell
concelebrated Mass
with Fr. Mervyn
Williams, Mgr
Sean Healy, Fr An-
thony McNeill and
Fr. Lawrence
Mulinda.

Pauren Hollis from
Year 11 led the Glo-
ria and Mrs
Storey’s daughter
Sinead sang ‘Make
me a channel of
your peace’. It was
a beautiful occasion
and a fitting start
to Mrs Storey’s
commencement as
Head of the school.

Our last day of term and we
celebrated a successful year by
releasing 400 balloons at our
end of Year Mass.
Our Headteacher Mr Jon Davis
said: “This celebration is dedi-
cated to our pupils’ achieve-
ments from Foundation Stage,
Key Stage 1 through to Key
Stage 2. We would like to share
this good news with families,
friends and our community.
The children have achieved
huge success this year and they
are getting better and better.”

The balloons also represent the
aspirations for the children’s
future and to mark the fact
that our children know that at
St Gregory’s the sky’s the limit.
We attached a note to the bal-
loons asking that whoever
finds them to email the details
of where they have landed, the
way the wind was blowing we
hope to get replies from Den-
mark.

Miss Madeline Biggs

Blessing for Thornton Head

Up, up
and away

The 2015 
Real Advent Calendar

Launches
The Meaningful Chocolate Com-

pany is hoping to donate £15,000
from sales of its 2015 Real Ad-

vent Calendar to help fund a baby clinic
in Kenya and support overseas farmers
through Traidcraft Exchange.

However, it is not just the charitable do-
nation that makes The Real Advent Cal-
endar unique. This year it includes a
32-page Christmas story/activity booklet
illustrated by Sophie Allsopp and de-
signed to be used every day in Advent.
The new booklet includes all the tradi-
tional nativity characters, gives more de-
tail about the Christmas story and has
seven Advent challenges. The calendar
also comes with 24 Fairtrade Belgian
chocolates and a line of the Christmas
story behind each of the windows.

David Marshall, from The Meaningful
Chocolate Company, said: 'Recent sur-
veys show that knowledge of the Christ-
mas story is fading. The Real Advent
Calendar is part of a campaign which
hopes to reverse this trend by finding

new ways to share the story. By buying
this Advent calendar children, parents
and Godparents can share the Christmas
story throughout December.'

How to buy
The Real Advent Calendar costs £3.99.
Churches, schools and groups can buy
directly from The Meaningful Chocolate
Company by visiting our special website
at www.realadvent.co.uk and take ad-
vantage of a free delivery offer.

Retailers stocking the calendar include
larger Tesco stores, Traidcraft,
Eden.co.uk, Shared Earth, CLC Book-
shops and a number of cathedrals. De-
tails at www.realadvent.co.uk

Launching this year's calendar, TV pre-
senter Diane Louise Jordan said: 'Not
only is the calendar educational and
made from Fairtrade chocolate but it's a
great opportunity to raise funds to help
equip and support The Funzi and Bodo
Trust baby clinic in Kenya.'


