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Thornton serves
with a smile

Thornton College gives something back
to the local community on St Clau-
dine’s Feast Day.

Every February, Thornton College, along
with other Jesus and Mary schools around
the world, celebrates Saint Claudine who
dedicated her life to the education of 
young girls. 

To honour her memory, this year Thornton
transformed its traditional Feast Day into a
Day of Service. 

During a full and varied timetable, students
had the opportunity to give something tan-
gible back to the local community. Some
Senior students washed staff cars; others
assisted the Housekeeping team in cleaning
and vacuuming the school. Year 9 students,
meanwhile, hosted a group of elderly people
in the Drawing Room over morning coffee,
cakes music, drama and dance. 

Year 11s also paid a visit to the Winter Night
Shelter Milton Keynes to talk to the volun-
teers about the work they do and the serv-
ices they provide. In tandem, Pre-Prep

School children enjoyed baking carrot cake
muffins to donate to the Shelter.

Afternoon Mass brought all the year groups
together to share their experiences and talk
about how they had given something mean-
ingful and worthwhile to various communi-
ties to make St Claudine’s Day so special. 

Claudine Thévenet was born on March 30th
1774 at Lyon in France, the second child in a
family of seven. Her family were extremely
devout and Claudine was educated by Bene-
dictine nuns of St. Peter's Abbey, in Lyon.

www.comtec-services.co.uk

Tel: 01462 679655
Email: info@comtec-services.co.uk

Church sound systems, video systems, 
P.A. systems, tannoy systems, audio, recording, 
audio visual, projection, induction loop, 
sound reinforcement, radio microphones, 
lectern microphones, church speakers, 
church column speakers.

Professional design and installation of your 
church sound system by Comtec Services. 
Systems to suit all requirements and budgets 
backed by fast friendly service and advice.

Solutions in Sound, Vision & Communications
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Getting
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Send news reports, photos and other
material to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy,
St. Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shen-
ley Church End, Milton Keynes MK5
6DX (vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon
as we can find space for it. Material
should be emailed whenever possible. If
this cannot be done for digital pictures
they should be sent to us on disc. Send
photographs in jpg format, as separate
attachments, and not embedded in
Word documents. Urgent and dated
items should reach us by the first Sun-
day of the month before publication.
A booklet of advice on writing news re-
ports for The Vine is available on re-
quest.

Parental permission must be sought be-
fore photographs of children are sent
for publication. While we accept unso-
licited feature articles, we reserve the
right to edit the text or not to publish.
Letters for publication must include a
name and address, which will be omit-
ted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by
the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not
necessarily those of the editor or of the
diocese. The publisher of The Vine
deals with all advertising. To place an
advert ring o1440-730399. For difficul-
ties with distribution contact the editor.
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A new international residential re-
search library, the only one of its
kind in the UK, is to be developed at
Ushaw College, in a £2 million proj-
ect led by Durham University. It is
intended that leading researchers
from around the world will visit
Ushaw to study and work with its
outstanding collections, along with
those of Durham Cathedral and the
University's Palace Green Library,
enhancing the thriving scholarly
community that already exists in
and around Durham City.

Visiting researchers will be able to
reside at the 200-year-old establish-
ment and, as well as using the li-
brary resources, contribute to a

growing public engagement pro-
gramme, including public lectures,
cultural events and learning oppor-
tunities.
Work on the refurbishment of the li-
brary, in order to equip it to wel-
come international visitors, will
begin during the academic year
2017-18.The partnership will make
Durham the first UK university to
offer such a residential research li-
brary and will raise the profile of the
collections at Ushaw, the Univer-
sity's Palace Green Library and
Durham Cathedral.

Ushaw was founded as The English
College, a Roman Catholic seminary
in Douai, now north east France, in

1568. Its communities were expelled
from France in the 18th century,
and Ushaw College, four miles west
of Durham City, was purpose-built
between 1804 and 1808.
Its library includes around 30,000
early printed books and a major col-
lection of archives and manuscripts,
some of which formed part of the
medieval monastic library of
Durham Priory.There is a strong
emphasis on theology and church
history, as well as large numbers of
books on more secular subjects, in-
cluding art, architecture, philoso-
phy, archaeology and early travel.
Many works are extremely rare and
internationally significant.

International research library
for Ushaw

Obituary
Mgr Paul Donovan

Monsignor
Paul Donovan
died unex-
pectedly in
Stoke Man-
deville hospi-
tal in the early
hours of Jan-
uary 26. Aged
60, he was
being treated
for cancer
after collaps-
ing during
Christmas midnight Mass.

Paul trained at the English College in Rome. After complet-
ing his studies he was appointed to Kettering in 1982 and
served the diocesan Marriage Tribunal as Defender of the
Bond. 

In 1985 he joined the Royal Navy as a chaplain and was ap-
pointed a Prelate of Honour in 2006. Following that he be-
came Vicar General in the Bishopric of the Forces and a
Queen’s Honorary Chaplain. In the same year, 2007, he be-
came director of Naval Chaplaincy Services and Principal
Roman Catholic Naval chaplain.. 

His naval career ended with a sabbatical year in 2011, at the
end of which he returned to ministry within the diocese. For
two years he served as parish priest of St. Aidan’s,
Northampton, and moved to St. Augustine’s, High
Wycombe, in 2014.

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,
and let perpetual  light shine 

upon him.
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'THE FINEST SOUNDING BELLS IN THE WORLD'

The Bellfoundry, Freehold Street, Loughborough, 
Leicestershire, LE11 1AR, England

Tel: 01509 212241 Fax: 01509 263305
Email: office@taylorbells.co.uk     

See our website: www.taylorbells.co.uk for comprehensive
details of all the services we are able to offer to customers

FREE INSPECTIONS & REPORTS ON UK MAINLAND

TOO MANY CONTRACTORS INVOLVED IN YOUR PROJECT?
TAYLORS CAN QUOTE FOR ALL TOWER WORK

TAYLOR BELLS & TAYLOR ENGINEERING

JOHN TAYLOR & CO., 
BELLFOUNDERS

At the end of a memorable Mass in the
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Bedford
on 1December, Archbishop Bernard Long-
ley of Birmingham had a handshake and a
word at the door for each one of the 300
guests and parish congregation who had at-
tended.  It was the Archbishop’s first visit to
Bedford and by happy co-incidence, was 35
years to the day sincehe had been ordained
to the priesthood.   Monsignor John Ar-
mitage, Rector of the Basilica in Walsing-
ham, and many priests from a wide area,
joined the Archbishop at the celebrati

The Mass at the Shrine of the Miraculous
Relic Image celebrated the Feast Day of Our
Lady of Guadalupe.  One of her titles is Pa-
troness of the Unborn, and Archbishop
Longley’s homily was based on the story of
the Annunciation, the Gospel passage of the
day.  He  reminded us that Mary had had a
long and arduous journey to visit St Eliza-
beth and connected this to the Miraculous
Relic Image, which has travelled more than
3,000 miles around the country this year.
In turn, tonight some people had travelled
from as far away as Scotland and Wales to
attend this Mass.  Guests included Joe Ro-
driguez, Deputy Supreme  Knight, Directors
of the Knights of Saint Columba and
Provincial Grand Knights for various 
Provinces of the United Kingdom.  They
joined the Guardians of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in celebrating the fifth anniver-
sary of the Partnership agreement in the de-
livery and management of the Annual
National Pilgrimage Tour of the Miraculous
Relic Image.  

The Shrine was adorned with roses. The
Shrine Musical Director, Michael Moloney,
had composed music especially for the
Mass.  A large team of altar servers effi-
ciently carried out their duties under the di-
rection of Fr Gerard Byrne,
Diocesan/Shrine MC. A reception followed
at nearby St Frances Cabrini Italian Church
before the guests went joyfully on their sep-
arate ways.  Rector of the Shrine Canon
Seamus Keenan commented: “We were
privileged to have the Archbishop with us.
It was such a genuinely spiritual and uplift-
ing occasion for us all”

Barbara Kay

Spiritual &
uplifting
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Year 2 spent a wonderfully spiritual day at St. Margaret’s Church,
Luton, taking part in a day of singing, activities and reflection on
the theme of ‘You are Special’. The day was lead by Mr Alex Heath
from the local RE centre, NORES, and was based on the book ‘I am
Special’ by Max Lucado. The day ended with a Liturgy to which par-
ents were invited. This was an opportunity for the children to share
what they had been thinking about during the day. This was the first
Retreat Day for our school and it was a great success. 

Caroline Forde

You
are

special



St. Mary’s Woburn Sands have now sup-
ported 3 houses for Syrian Refugees in
Milton Keynes and have started a forth. If
this could be made known through The
Vine then we would have achieved our ob-
jective of making the plight of these
refugees known to the wider readership
and perhaps might inspires others to help
– We are in desperate times – as you know
“all that is necessary for evil to triumph is
for good men and women to do nothing”
The Pastoral Area of St Martin of Tours

will also be supporting this initiative as
part of Bishop Peter’s plan and indeed the
Holy Fathers of showing Mercy and Open-
ing up a Door to all who seek refuge 

...................and a response from the
organisers:

Dear Brian, and the Parishioners of St
Mary's Woburn Sands
Thank you!

On behalf of Refugees Welcome Milton
Keynes I want to so how much we appreci-
ate your thoughts and your generosity ,
you kindness and your donations, in help-
ing Syrian Refugees as they settle to their
new lives in Milton Keynes.

In our troubled times, it is wonderful to
know of your warmth and friendship.
What you are able to contribute makes an
immediate difference, because we are able
to provide for incoming families so they

can start to rebuild their lives.

Our work is long-term, as the humanitar-
ian crisis of refugees and asylum seekers
remains at such extraordinarily high lev-
els. We cannot stand by and allow such
suffering to happen, and your contribution
plays its vital part in building a better fu-
ture.

David Wolfson
Chairman 

Can you beat Woburn Sands?

National Marriage Week celebrates its 20th
anniversary this year.  The week’s aim is to
draw attention to the value of marriage, for
individuals, family life and civil society.
Everyone is invited to take part in the cele-
bration – not just those who are married –
because marriage and family life, as the
place where we learn to love and live well
with others, and support each other through
thick and thin, in spite of our differences, is
the basic building block for stability in soci-
ety, and as such holds deep significance for
everyone.   
In a complex world where the reality is that
not all marriages last, and on-going support
is essential, Pope Francis in his Apostolic
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, asks for
greater effort on the part of the whole Chris-
tian community in welcoming and prepar-
ing those who ask to be married in Church.
By saying ‘I do’ the couple begin a journey
that calls for great courage, generosity and
commitment, and they need the welcome,
and practical, relational and spiritual sup-
port of the community not only at the start,
but throughout the seasons of married life,
to help them live out their calling to a life-
long, loving and fruitful commitment.   
In response to the Pope’s call in Amoris
Laetitia, and as a fruit of several years’
work, including a survey of marriage prepa-
ration providers and a conference hosted by
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England
& Wales in 2011, the Department for Chris-
tian Responsibility and Citizenship have
published ‘Guidelines for the Preparation of
Couples for Marriage’.    The process pro-
posed in the Guidelines envisages a life-long

pastoral accompaniment by the community
– flexible and gradual, meeting each couple
where they are, and walking alongside them
in a Christ-like, loving, steady, reassuring
way, in steps and stages, at all times being
assured that the grace of God is at work.
The Guidelines appreciate the engaged cou-
ples’ need for preparation in both the rela-
tional and spiritual aspects of marriage,
encouraging them and equipping them to
make the best possible start, with the assur-
ance that they do not make this journey
alone – family, friends, the community of
the Church, are there to support them in
their ‘life-long project’.
Bishop Peter Doyle, Chair of the Bishops’
Conference Committee for Marriage and
Family Life commented: "...I am delighted
that we are launching these guidelines in
national Marriage Week.   I hope they will
support the good work going on in our com-
munities to welcome, accompany and help
young couples prepare for a lifelong, fruitful
and happy marriage.   As Pope Francis has
said, often they are left to their own devices,
but it's precisely at this time that they need
our closeness and strong spiritual support.
We have a great opportunity to rediscover
together the beauty of marriage and family
life according to God's plan."
• The Guidelines encourage whole commu-
nities to develop their shared vision for
marriage, and marriage preparation, as es-
sential to the life and mission of the Church
in their particular place.   Everyone involved
needs to be well trained and well informed,
allowing for a flexibility of approaches in
delivery and content. 
• The Guidelines, intended to be descriptive
rather than prescriptive, suggest a range of
actions for parishes and dioceses, including
the development of marriage preparation
‘teams’ with clergy and lay people sharing
together in accompaniment of marriage and
family life. 
Fascinating fact:  In 1946, when the Catholic
Marriage Advisory Council was founded
(now Catholic Marriage Care), with Cardinal
Griffin’s blessing, the Council (dedicated to
the Holy Family), arranged for 52 Contem-
plative Orders in England, and further Con-
templative and other orders of religious,  to

pray for and support their work.
For further information please see the MFL
Website at the Catholic Bishops' Conference
of England & Wales:

Pictures: left: Cardinal Griffin:
Right, Bishop Peter.

Guidelines for marriage
preparation
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Can snow drizzle? It did on February 11 in Bedford. The
crowd was gathering on a depressing winter morning for
the annual Mass in celebration of marriage. But co-ordi-
nators Paola and Eamon McMorrow had everything or-
ganised with precision. The welcomers assured us of an
extra-special buffet lunch after Mass. Parish priest Fr.
Patrick Hutton proudly pointed out the newly tiled floor
of the sanctuary. Altar servers (each a son or daughter of
Africa) flitted everywhere.

Fr. Patrick made the formal welcome at the start of the
Mass. Bishop Peter welcomed the two visiting concele-
brants, Mgr Kevin McGinnell, of Luton, and Fr Alessan-
dro Reno, from Chesham. Fr Alessandro’s mother was
visiting from the toe of Italy. ’Benvenuta alla made di
Padre Alessandro’, ventured Bishop Peter. He then took
care to include a welcome for the bereaved, divorced and
single.

In his homily the bishop reflected on the gospel story of
Cana. Mary, he said, had her moments of Joy and sor-
row, just as we all do. How much do we all need the sup-
port of Jesus in the Church? We support each other
when things go wrong, and he went on to remind the
congregation of Pope Francis’ insistence that preparation
for, and support of marriage should be at the heart of
every parish. Bishop Peter then encouraged the congre-
gation to give the vocation to marriage a much higher
profile. ‘And don’t forget to accompany and encourage
the co-habiitees.

The end of Mass brought almost a carnival atmosphere
as the bishop presented certificates to those celebrating
fifty years of marriage. Each presentation was accompa-
nied with loud applause. Then there was forms for any-
one celebrating a multiple of ten. But this was lower key.
The interest now lay in getting yourself photographed
with the bishop.

Celebrating our marriage
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Photographs:
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the cantor:
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congratulations
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family icon, with
Fr Alessandro.
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renewing

commitment:
a hug.
Bottom: 

receiving their
certificates.



On Tuesday 17th January the new Headteacher
Induction Mass for Fiona Maynard of St Ethel-
bert’s Catholic Primary School and Nursery, part
of the newly formed St Peter Catholic Academy
Trust was held. The Mass was celebrated by Mgr
Kevin McGinnell with Fr Noel Connelly at Holy
Redeemer church in Wexham, which shares a site
with the school. Mrs Maynard has worked at the
school for the past three years as Assistant Head
and Deputy Head. The Mass was attended by
pupils and families of the school, and the head-
teachers of the Trust’s partner schools, as well as
those from the St Peter Deanery. Holy Re-
deemer’s Filipino choir added their unique touch
to proceedings and Mgr Kevin spoke of the his-
tory of Catholic education in Slough and the im-
portance of faith as an anchor in our schools.

Mrs Maynard said, “I am very proud to be leading
the St Ethelbert’s team and have high aspirations
for our pupils’ spiritual, moral and academic de-
velopment. I’m very much looking forward to
working with the other Catholic schools in the
Trust and the Deanery to strengthen our provi-
sion in Slough.”
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»  Return airport transfers in Lourdes
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OUR 2017 BROCHURE IS OUT NOW! 

TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!
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Travel
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Car Hire
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May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

NEW - 
ST FRANCIS

GROUP
In his recent Encyclical ‘Laudato Si’ Pope
Francis reminds us that the Church re-
quires us to treat creatures with respect and
kindness, and that, to quote him directly,
‘’Living our vocation to be protectors of
God’s handiwork is essential to a life of
virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary
aspect of our Christian experience’’.

A Papal Encyclical forms part of the official
teaching of the Catholic Church, so this is a
very important document. In fact, as a re-
sult of this Encyclical, the Vatican now
states that an examination of the con-
science should include a consideration of
how we have related to animals and to the
environment, as well as the usual how we
have related to God, to other people and to
ourselves.

Think of the many cruel and unnecessary
ways we exploit animals - battery cages, fac-
tory farms, blood sports, the fur trade etc...
I know that some people want no attention
given to animals, but that isn’t the view of
the Pope. We can’t pick and choose when it
comes to sins. Justice and morality should
apply in all of our actions and decisions,
and the Church teaches that causing unnec-
essary suffering to animals is a sin. This is
clearly stated in the Catechism.

Pope Francis has called for dialogue and ac-
tion concerning the care of what he calls
‘’our common home’’. The way we treat ani-
mals today is a major contributive cause of
many of the serious problems facing the
planet today, including climate change, loss
of forests and loss of species. Being kinder
to animals, which the Pope is calling for,
would considerably improve the situation
for the planet and for us humans.

In ‘Laudato Si’, the Pope urges us to take
our duty to animals and to the natural envi-
ronment seriously. One way to respond to
the Pope’s call for dialogue and action is to
join a local parish group to educate about
and promote concern for our fellow crea-
tures, and to be a witness in the local com-
munity to the Church’s concern for animals. 

What better name for such a group than ‘St.
Francis of Assisi Group’, thus honouring
both the great Saint and the Pope who
chose his name specifically in acknowledge-
ment of St. Francis? As a local group we can
bring the message of ‘Laudato Si’ into our
parish life. If you’d like to know more about
this group, please contact Virginia Bell,
email address:-  vrbell18@yahoo.co.uk) 

Anthony Esolen, professor of English at Provi-
dence College in the US, has written a serious,
well-argued reflection on what marriage is tradi-
tionally meant to mean, why it matters and how
it has been deeply undermined by recent new
legislation that seeks to re-define it. His point is
that it is not too late to “rebuild among the
ruins” of what many western governments
have done to marriage in legalising for a com-
pletely new form viz. marriage between those
of 
the same sex. Dr Esolen argues that  marriage
is not simply a romantic relationship between
two people (which is what the modern liberal
establishment defines it as being); it also
brings together two different sets of fami-
lies, with all their interrelationships, in the
making of a new family. Society has always
privileged this unique institution because
“it is the family, and not the abstracted, au-
tonomous individual that is the foundation for the community.” He
is not afraid to point out what many people realise but refrain from saying aloud: that
“the whole of the sexual revolution has been a colossal failure and has wrought untold
human misery.”

Although a Catholic, the author does not argue his case from a religious perspective
but from the standpoint of what human societies require to be healthy and prosper-
ous. Among his closely-reasoned, eloquent arguments in defence of marriage are that
the institution is a public one for the good of society as a whole; that without support
from society it is hard enough to make heterosexual marriage flourish, let alone a new,
experimental model; that we need to recover the virtues of modesty, self-restraint and
purity that in the past were associated with marriage; and that the redefinition of mar-
riage undermines the ancient bond of male friendship. He emphasises that those who
are most damaged by fragile adult relationships and divorce are the children. We have
to learn to put the interests of children before adult selfishness, which is what hap-
pens when we deliberately deprive them of a mother or father, thus damaging their
emotional development. Esolen is also stern about divorce which he believes should
only be allowed in exceptional circumstances, such as physical or moral danger; he is
clear that no-fault divorce, while seemingly a more compassionate response to unhap-
piness, has been destructive of all those marriages that might be difficult or unsatis-
factory but which, in the past, were loyally maintained for the better security and
wellbeing of the children involved.

Analysing the moral chaos of modern relationships Esolen’s book can sound some-
what negative, but it should be read as a warning on how and why western govern-
ments and states have taken a wrong path without properly reflecting on the
long-term consequences. In arguing for “sanity” the author hopes his book will make
ordinary people, not just those of religious faith, recognise that to destroy traditional
marriage affects the whole of society in ways they may not have realised; it is a book
well worth pondering and debating. Esolen articulates what most people know but
cannot formulate: why governments have no business meddling in the ancient institu-
tion of marriage between a man and a woman

Top job for Fiona

Defending Marriage: Twelve
Arguments for Sanity 

By Anthony Esolen. St Benedict Press



Parishes and schools across the diocese are
getting ready for Lent Fast Day which is on
the 10 March.  The confirmation group at
Holy Ghost Luton who had a session about
CAFOD’s work were keen to be involved in
promoting Fast Day in their parish and
schools.

The focus country this Lent is Zambia.  In
the district of Mbala (northern Zambia)
72% of people live below the poverty line
despite Mbala being one of the leading pro-
ducers of the country’s cash crops – maize
and beans.  People who live in poverty are
older people, people living with HIV and
AIDS, orphans and vulnerable children and
pregnant and lactating mothers.

Lent is a time of transformation – spiritual
transformation and physical. Many sup-
porters will be making a sacrifice(s) this
Lent to realise a change in their own lives
and the world around them.  The ideal situ-
ation is for the transformation to last longer
than Lent – to make a lasting difference.

We are focusing on Florence’s story which is
about transformation.  Florence, a widow,
lives in Mbala with her children and strug-
gles to support them.  CAFOD’s partners,
the Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and

Mary, saw her dedication and commitment
to growing her own crop even though it was
not enough to feed her family and proposed
she receive training in fish farming.  
Thanks to this training, she now under-
stands how to cultivate fish and by farming
fish, she can provide her family with essen-
tials that will help them grow a future –

school fees, books, clothes, medicine etc.

Florence was given a gift of knowledge and
chose to share it with her neighbours so
they benefited too.  She said, “When I came
back, I wanted to help my neighbours as
they had helped me in the past.  When I was
doing my work, people came to help me. I

thought if they were empow-
ered, they would benefit too.”

Florence’s message to CAFOD
supporters is, “because of your
support, my life is easier.  I
urge you please continue sup-
porting me.  I can send my chil-
dren to school now and I can
feed all my family.”

This is a story that dose not
focus on subsistence farming –
Florence isn’t farming the fish
to feed her family only.  She is
using them to make a living
and to support her family.  It’s
the next step on from a survival
story.  It is empowerment.  

While it is possible to give
someone a fish, or some seeds,
it still needs regular commit-
ment, knowledge and persever-
ance.  So this Lent, we are
asking children and young peo-
ple in schools and youth groups
to help Turn little fish into Big
fish through their fundraising
efforts and we’re asking sup-
porters to make a regular gift (a
Direct Debit donation).  Some-
thing that seems so small at
first can, with regular care and
attention, be transformed into
something truly amazing and
which will make a real differ-
ence to communities around
the world.  You can find all our
wonderful resources for
schools and parishes on our
website.  Alternatively, please
get in touch with Deborah Pur-
field :
northampton@cafod.org.uk  or
01844 274 723

Thank you for your continued
support of CAFOD’s work.  We
couldn’t do it without YOU!

Deborah Purfield –    
CAFOD 

Coordinator 
Northampton

For more 
information about
Missio please 

contact:
The Diocesan Director
Fr Wayne Coughlin
(01494) 862049

info@parishfamily.org.uk
www.parishfamily.org.uk

St Thérèse of Lisieux: Pray for us!
St Francis Xavier: Pray for us!
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· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service
· 24 hour call out

· Order of Service printing
· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey
e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

Lent Fast Day
10 March 2017

And the word was made flesh.
And dwelt among us.

Feast of the 
Annunciation of 

the Lord
You are invited to a Rosary 

gathering/procession
to honour the 

Immaculate Heart of Mary
to be celebrated on

Thursday 23rd March 2017
at the Angelus time of 6pm.

meeting outside
Christ the Cornerstone church

300 Saxon Gate West
Central Milton Keynes

MK9 2ES

“To save poor sinners God wishes to 
establish devotion to my Immaculate
Heart in the world.” Fatima, 13th June

1917
For more information please phone 

Monica on 07401 366 330

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
$

$

& & & & & & &
$

& & & & & & &
& & & & & & &

& & & &

& & & & & & & & & &

$ $

$ $ $ $

$ $ $ $

$ $ $

$ $

$

& & & & & & & & & & & & & &
& & & & & &

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.
Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect
gift: Bibles, missals,
prayer books, plaques,
icons, statues, photo-frames,
fountains, fonts, crosses,
crucifixes, rosaries, candles,
incense, oil burners, mini cards to
inspire, occasion cards to celebrate, and all
at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES
Militia Immaculatae Trust,
35-37, New Bond Street,
Leicester  LE1 4RQ. 
Tel 0116 2513477

Email: store@mitrust.co.uk
Website: www.mitrust.co.uk

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm 
Opposite the 

New Highcross, 
Leicester
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Background

I am curate in the Parish of St John the
Baptist, Stafford, where the County
Hospital is located. At the start of my
curacy there was a protest camp on the
hospital field to campaign against the
removal of key services and wards from
the hospital. My incumbent and I of-
fered pastoral care to the campers and
held a service there and in our church
(Autumn 2014) to meet the spiritual
needs of the health care staff and pro-
testors. During the outdoor service
prayers were written on blue ribbons
and attached to a wooden cross which
remained at the camp until it was dis-
banded in January 2015. On that par-
ticular day our church was holding a
Prayer Day for our Community. I had a
clear picture of a walk to London, car-
rying the cross and praying for the
NHS. The verse of Scripture given to
me was:  Micah 6:8 “Act justly, love
mercy and walk humbly with your
God.”

My incumbent and I prayed about this,
but (in the run up to the General Elec-
tion of May 2015) the timing did not
appear to be right. The cross was
brought back to St John’s church where
it has remained in our chapel as a con-
stant prompt to pray for the hospital
and its staff through a difficult time of
transition. I have always felt that if the
picture was from God… then the right
time would come to be obedient.

In August 2016 all clergy received a let-
ter from the Archbishops of Canterbury
and York about a national ecumenical
10-days of prayer between Ascension
and Pentecost 2017. I immediately felt
this vision re-emerge for me, but with
greater clarity.

The Proposed Walk

This is primarily a Pilgrimage of Prayer
for our National Health Service and the
thousands of Health Care Workers
(Doctors, nurses and support staff) who
work under increasing pressures with
increasingly low morale. I feel very
strongly that as an ‘agent of healing’ the
NHS is truly an expression of God’s
Kingdom which provides healing and
compassion to all, regardless of social
standing or means, at their point of
need.  It is NOT a political demonstra-
tion, but a move of prayer, recognising
God’s heart.

We are planning to walk from Stafford
(County Hospital) to London (Guys/St
Thomas’s) via as many hospitals as pos-
sible. At each hospital we would hold a
service of prayer and offer anointing
and prayer to any health Care Staff who
wished to come. The next day we would
walk on. I would envisage a small core
of walkers undertaking the whole pil-
grimage, but invite local Christians (ec-

umenically) to accompany us on their
leg of the Pilgrimage. 

Organisation:

After discerning this in prayer with
other Ministers in the town at our
monthly ecumenical meeting, we
brought it to a United service and called
for those with a heart for the project to
form teams to plan and pray behind it.
We have now formed a planning group
to confirm the details and approach
Hospital Chaplains and Ecumenical
(Churches Together) Groups along our
Route. Once this is established and per-
missions have been granted, we will set
up a website and make the information
publically available. I feel that we
should work with those on the fringes
of our churches who share God’s heart
in this area. Mission is seeing where
God’s heart and Kingdom values inter-
sect with human need.

Why Stafford?

In many ways, Stafford has been scape-
goated for the problems which are
much more widespread within the
NHS. There has been real loss and pain
in our hospital and town, but the mes-
sage of the Gospel states that there is
new hope and resurrection. (Matt.5:44)
“Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you.” As Christians we
should be ready to embody forgiveness
and pray for a brighter future. Our MP,
Jeremy Lefroy, has always felt that
something good will come from
Stafford’s experience, bringing healing
to a broken system.

The plan has the support of the Stoke
Chaplaincy Team (our start-point) and
the backing of Bishop Michael. We are
currently approaching other regional
heads of churches ecumenically

Thu 25th May
Stafford - Cannock - Walsall18.5 (dis-

tance)
6h 30mins (approximate time taken)

Fri 26th May
Walsall - Birmingham - Solihull 18.5

6h 30mins

Sat 27th May
Solihull - Coventry 15

5h

Sun 28th May
Coventry - Hospital of the Cross
(Rugby) 19

6h 30mins

Mon 29th May
Hospital of the Cross (Rugby) -

Northampton 20.5
7h 30mins

Tue 30th May
Northampton - Milton Keynes 20  7h

Wed 31st May
Milton Keynes - Luton 18

6h 30mins

Thu 1st June
Luton Direct/Tring

Hemel Hempstead 13.5/16
6h

Fri 2nd June
Hemel Hempstead -Watford - 
Northwick Park (Harrow) 17

6h

Sat 3rd June
Northwick Park (Harrow) -
St Mary’s (Paddington)
Guys (London Bridge) 13 

Rev. Becky Richards, Feb.1st 2017

A Prayer for our 
Health Service

Creator God,
Who knits each person together in

their mother’s womb
It is you who reveals knowledge to sci-

entists and doctors.
We thank you for the heritage of med-
ical breakthrough, expertise and wel-

fare we enjoy in our nation,
Freely available to us because of your
revelation, and the faithfulness of pre-

vious generations.
Renew thanksgiving in our hearts for
what we have received because of oth-

ers’ work and sacrifice.
Healer of nations,

You provide insight to all who seek
you, 

And defend those in need.
We thank you for the gift of health

services in our nation,
Freely available to everyone no matter

their background, income level or
need.

Give your wisdom to our government,
health professionals, and advisers as

they seek the right reforms.
We bless our health service to thrive, to

prosper, and to heal. 

We bless our doctors and nurses to
care, to excel, and to bring healing.

We bless our nation to understand, to
thank, and to honour those who seek to

bring us health.
For everything that is good comes

from you.                     
Amen.

A message from 
Pope Francis for World Day of the

Sick 2017

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

On 11 February next, the Twenty-fifth
World Day of the Sick will be celebrated
throughout the Church and in a special
way at Lourdes. 

The theme of this year’s celebration is
“Amazement at what God has accom-
plished: ‘The Almighty has done great
things for me….’” (Lk 1:49). Instituted
by my predecessor Saint John Paul II in
1992, and first celebrated at Lourdes on
11 February 1993, this Day is an oppor-
tunity to reflect in particular on the
needs of the sick and, more generally,
of all those who suffer. 

It is also an occasion for those who gen-
erously assist the sick, beginning with
family members, health workers and
volunteers, to give thanks for their
God-given vocation of accompanying
our infirm brothers and sisters. This
celebration likewise gives the Church
renewed spiritual energy for carrying
out ever more fully that fundamental
part of her mission which includes
serving the poor, the infirm, the suffer-
ing, the outcast and the marginalized

Surely, the moments of prayer, the Eu-
charistic liturgies and the celebrations
of the Anointing of the Sick, the sharing
with the sick and the bioethical and
theological-pastoral workshops to be
held in Lourdes in those days will make
new and significant contributions to
that service

Pilgrimage of prayer
for the NHS



Lent is a solemn religious observance in
the liturgical calendar that begins on Ash
Wednesday and ends approximately six
weeks later, before Easter Sunday. The
purpose of Lent is the preparation of the
believer through prayer, doing penance, re-
pentance of sins, almsgiving, atonement,
and self-denial. Its institutional purpose is
heightened in the annual commemoration
of Holy Week, marking the death, burial,
and resurrectionof Jesus, which recalls the
tradition and events of the New Testament
beginning on Friday of Sorrows, furthercli-
maxing on Jesus' crucifixion on Good Fri-
day, which ultimately culminates in the
joyful celebration on Easter Sunday of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ. In Lent, many
Christians commit to fasting or giving up
certain types of luxuries as a form of
penance. Many Christians also add a Lenten
spiritual discipline, such as reading a daily
devotional or praying through a Lenten cal-
endar, to draw themselves near to
God.[6][7] The Stations of the Cross, a de-
votional commemoration of Christ's carry-
ing the Cross and of his execution, are often
observed. Many Roman Catholic and some
Protestant churches remove flowers from
their altars, while crucifixes, religious stat-
ues, and other elaborate religious symbols
are often veiled in violet fabrics in solemn
observance of the event. Throughout Chris-
tendom, some adherents mark the season
with the traditional abstention from the
consumption of meat, most notably amon-
gRoman Catholics.[8]Lent is traditionally
described as lasting for forty days, in com-
memoration of the forty days Jesus spent
fasting in the desert, according to the
Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke, before
beginning his public ministry, after which
he endured temptation by Satan. The num-
ber 40 has many Biblical references: Moses
spent 40 days on Mount Sinai with God
(Exodus 24:18) Elijah spent 40 days and
nights walking to Mount Horeb (1 Kings

19:8) God sent 40 days and nights of rain in
the great flood of Noah (Genesis 7:4) the
Hebrew people wandered 40 years in the
desert while traveling to the Promised Land
(Numbers 14:33) Jonah's prophecy of judg-
ment gave 40 days to the city of Nineveh in
which to repent or be destroyed (Jonah
3:4).Jesus retreated into the wilderness,
where He fasted for 40 days, and was
tempted by the devil (Matthew 4:1–2, Mark
1:12–13, Luke 4:1–2). He overcame all three
of Satan's temptations by citing scripture to
the devil, at which point the devil left him,
angels ministered to Jesus, and He began
His ministry. Jesus further said that His
disciples should fast "when the brideg•
bridegroom shall be taken from them" 
(Matthew 9:15), a reference to his Passion.

• Since, presumably, the Apostles fasted as
they mourned the death of Jesus, Christians
have traditionally fasted during the annual
commemoration of his burial.

• It is the traditional belief that Jesus laid
for 40 hours in the tomb,[19] which led to
the 40 hours of total fasting that preceded
the Easter celebration in the early
Church[29] (the biblical reference to 'three
days in the tomb' is understood by them as
spanning three days, from Friday afternoon
to early Sunday morning, rather than three
24-hour periods of time). Some Christian
denominations, such as The Way Interna-
tional and Logos Apostolic Church of
God,[30] as well as Anglican scholar E. W.

Bullinger in The Companion Bible, believe
Christ was in the grave for a total of 72
hours, reflecting the type of Jonah in the
belly of the whale.[31]

One of the most important ceremonies at
Easter is the baptism of the initiates on
Easter Eve. The fast was initially under-
taken by the catechumens to prepare them
for the reception of this sacrament. Later,
the period of fasting from Good Friday
until Easter Day was extended to six days,
to correspond with the six weeks of training
necessary to give the final instruction to
those converts who were to be baptized.[ci-
tation needed]

Converts to Catholicism followed a strict
catechumenate or period of instruction and
discipline prior to baptism. In Jerusalem
near the close of the fourth century, classes
were held throughout Lent for three hours
each day. With the legalization of Christian-
ity (by the Edict of Milan) and its later im-
position as the state religion of the Roman
Empire, its character was endangered by
the great influx of new members. In re-
sponse, the Lenten fast and practices of self-
renunciation were required annually of all
Christians, both to show solidarity with the
catechumens, and for their own spiritual
benefit
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A new Catholic Institute of Higher Education 
at Buckfast Abbey 2017 courses!   
Diploma in the New Evangelisation 
Introductory weekend: 28th September - 1st October 2017 
2 year, on-line programme with personal tutors

4-day Summer Schools
Sacred Beauty and Catholic Culture 27th – 30th July 
Spiritual Theology    17th – 20th August
Discover the Old Testament  24th – 27th August
And More…….

School of the Annunciation
Centre for the New Evangelisation

www.schooloftheannunciation.com
Telephone: 01364 645660
enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com   
     School of the Annunciation

Forty days of
penance

Your next  deadline:
March 25

Why not
advertise 

your
business 
here?

Call
01440 730399

or 
07931 836907
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In 1789, the French Revolution broke out.
Two of Claudine’s brothers joined the anti-
Revolutionary forces. The revolutionary
government in Paris ordered a brutal re-
pression in Lyon as an example, in which
those who had fought against the revolution
were to be executed. Claudine witnessed her
brothers execution. Their last words to her
were: ‘Forgive, as we forgive.’ Claudine
began to care for orphans and abandoned
children in Lyon at the request of her parish
priest. In 1816 she formed a group that
would become the Religious of Jesus &
Mary at Lyon in 1818.
She was beatified on October 4th 1981 by
Pope John Paul II, and declared by him to
be a saint on March 21st 1993.

continued from page 1


