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Pope Francis enjoys his first visit to an Anglican church. The first pope to enter an Anglican church which is not a cathedral, he
attended Evensong at the Anglican Centre near Rome’s Spanish Steps on November 1.
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The first Pope to enter a 
Anglican church

On a hill far away stood an old
wooden cross, the emblem of

suffering and shame.

Rosary gathering to worship
the most Sacred Heart of

Jesus and to thank Him for His
most Holy Death. 

Meditating on Our Lord's passion the 
Sorrowful Mysteries:

1. The agony in the garden
2. The scourging at the pillar
3. The crowning with thorns
4. The carrying of the cross

5. The crucifixion

Spy Wednesday, 12th April 2017
around 1pm after holy Mass

Meeting at Christ the Cornerstone church
300 Saxon Gate West
Central Milton Keynes

MK9 2ES

Our Lady of Sorrows pray for us.

For more information please phone 
Monica on 07401 366 330
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Getting
into 
printWE WOULD LIKE TO

THANK THE SCHOOLS
ON THIS PAGE 

FOR SUPPORTING THE 
PAPER 

Send news reports, photos and other
material to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy,
St. Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shen-
ley Church End, Milton Keynes MK5
6DX (vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon
as we can find space for it. Material
should be emailed whenever possible. If
this cannot be done for digital pictures
they should be sent to us on disc. Send
photographs in jpg format, as separate
attachments, and not embedded in
Word documents. Urgent and dated
items should reach us by the first Sun-
day of the month before publication.
A booklet of advice on writing news re-
ports for The Vine is available on re-
quest.

Parental permission must be sought be-
fore photographs of children are sent
for publication. While we accept unso-
licited feature articles, we reserve the
right to edit the text or not to publish.
Letters for publication must include a
name and address, which will be omit-
ted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by
the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not
necessarily those of the editor or of the
diocese. The publisher of The Vine
deals with all advertising. To place an
advert ring o1440-730399. For difficul-
ties with distribution contact the editor.
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MIDDLE
SCHOOL 

Biddenham Turn, Bedford
MK40 4AT

Headteacher Ms Topa
Telephone 01234 268649

INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC DAY & BOARDING 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4 - 18 
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Tyne Crescent, Bedford
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Headteacher
Alison Wilshaw

Telephone 01234 400222
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Rome
Robert Innes, the Anglican bishop in Europe, re-
flected on Pope Francis’s visit to the Angli-
can church in Rome.

As far as we are aware, the first time a
Roman Pontiff has visited any ‘ordinary’
Anglican parish.

Innes added: We gathered to celebrate 200
years of Anglican worship in Rome … At the
beginning of the 19th century Anglican wor-
ship in the city was illegal. The first public
services took place in 1816. Gradually, but
reluctantly, the authorities allowed public
worship to be celebrated. But police were
posted, presumably to make sure that the
Catholic faithful were not tempted to join in.

Now the community of All Saints has a cen-
tre near the Spanish steps, a woman priest
and state recognition.

Jerusalem

Restoration work at the site of the empty tomb in the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre will be finished by Easter, the Franciscan Custody of
the Holy Land has announced.

Restoration work on the “Edicule”—the shrine at the site where
Jesus was buried—has taken nine months and cost $3.3 million.
The costs were borne by the Franciscan Custody, the Greek Ortho-
dox Church, and the Armenian Orthodox Church. Jordan’s King
Abdallah II made a personal donation to support the work, as did
Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas. An ecumencial celebration
on March 22 will mark completion of the work.

Although the Edicule itself is now stable, experts say that another
extensive renovation project is necessary to address the problems
that damaged the structure: the excess humidity and smoke from
candles in the ancient Jerusalem basilica. The Vatican has promised
“substantial” support for that project.

During the restoration of the Edicule, workers who were close to
Jesus’ tomb reported odd phenomena, including a “sweet aroma”
and malfunctioning of electronic instrucments, suggestive of a pow-
erful electromagnetic force.

Medjugorie
Bishop Ratko Peric of Mostar-
Duvno, in whose diocese Med-
jugorje is located, has issued a
public statement repeating his
insistence that “there have been
no apparitions of Our Lady in
Medjugorje.”

Bishop Peric, who has consis-
tently argued against the valid-
ity of the reported apparitions,
made a public reminder of the
stance taken by his diocese,
after investigation of the phe-
nomena: “The position of the
chancery of this diocese has
been clear and decisive: there
are no credible apparitions of
the Virgin Mary.”

The bishop did not give a reason
for the timing of his statement.
But earlier this month, Pope

Francis named Archbishop
Henryk Hoser of Warszawa-
Praga, Poland, as his special
pastoral envoy to Medjugorje.
The Polish archbishop was
charged with “acquiring a
deeper knowledge of the pas-
toral situation there and above
all, of the needs of the faithful
who go there in pilgrimage, and
on the basis of this, to suggest
possible pastoral initiatives for
the future.”

In 2014, a special Vatican inves-
tigative commission concluded
its four-year study of the alleged
apparitions and passed on its
findings to the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith. To
date the Vatican has made no
comment on the results.

Correction

Mgr. Paul Donovan, of St. Augustine’s, High Wycombe, died
on February 8, 2017, and not as previously stated.

OUR LADY’S
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Contact Janet
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01440 730399
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janett@cathcom.org
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Evangelisation teams, potential teams and
Bible Timeline Leaders gathered from all
over the Diocese for an Evangelisation Day
on Saturday 4th February at St Mary Mag-
dalene Church, Stony Stratford.
The day was led by Alex Heath and mem-
bers of the Diocesan Evangelisation Team.

We began with Mass in the Church after
which we heard a reading from Luke 4:16-
21, which showed us the need to being open
to the Holy Spirit’s anointing when we evan-
gelise.
Maria Heath, a Pastoral Worker in the dio-
cese, gave a talk on evangelising in our
everyday life.  She used Moses as an exam-
ple as one who was called by God but did
not want to go and made excuses. But God
said he would be with him, and if we step in
out in faith the Holy Spirit will be with us to
guide and inspire us.

We discussed amongst ourselves what our
excuses were! Maria pointed out that we are
qualified because of our baptism, that we do
not need to know it everything before we
begin, and that we all have a story to share
of what Jesus has done for us. Maria made
the point that many Catholics can be un-
comfortable speaking about their faith in
God, but that our faith is not a private affair.
She gave very practical examples from her
own life on how to speak to others about our
faith.  She encouraged us to ask people,
when the opportunity arises, simple ques-
tions prompting people to think about God.

The afternoon was focused on practical
ideas from parishes in the diocese and ways
to go forward in our own parish. It was
stressed whatever we do we must discuss
and have the approval of our parish priest. 

Teresa Carvalho talked about her new role
at the Home Mission Desk, which is to sup-
port and resource evangelisation. Kevin
Drew from Luton spoke about how his
parish had set up an evangelisation team
after the Proclaim ‘15 Conference in July
2015 and some of the initiatives they had
undertaken since.

We heard from High Wycombe about the
‘Try Praying ‘ initiative. This is a simple re-
source for churches or anyone who wants to
share their faith. A simple booklet is read
and passed on.  It has been very successful

in towns and cities
where churches of dif-
ferent denominations
have together used it
and paid for banners on
buses and outside
churches with the logo
trypraying.
(www.trypraying.co.uk)

Jean Merriman from Sa-
cred Heart Parish in
Northampton spoke of
how they put on, with
other Christian
churches, a ‘flash mob’
in the shopping centre
at Christmas. They acted
out the Nativity and car-
ols were sung, many
joined in, and baubles
were given out with in-
vites to a Christmas
Carol Service. Also, they
ran a free gift wrapping
service to highlight the
truth that Jesus is the
free gift of God to us all. 

We also heard Sr.
Dympna from Bedford
who shared about the
Bible Timeline Groups
they have been running
very successfully, and
how this has grown.

Bernie Garfitt from Burnham, Slough
shared how she is using ‘Landings’ in her
parish, having experienced the course her-
self.  It is a listening and sharing pro-
gramme, which offers returning Catholics a
safe environment to reflect upon, explore
and grow their faith. It promotes fellowship
in Christ and a sense of belonging.

The day ended with scripture and prayer to
go out and share the Good News.

Two of us who attended from Towcester and
returned full of renewed enthusiasm and
ideas of what we can implement in our
parish and in our everyday life.  It was good
to share with others and encouraging hear-
ing what was going on around the diocese.

‘We will go out to share the light of Christ’!

Sharing the light 
of Christ
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In his Pastoral Letter for Lent 2017 Bishop Peter stressed the mercy of God. ‘God never for-
gets us, and God never stops loving us. But do we really believe that? We can be all too con-
scious of failure, of weakness and of sinfulness. We feel unworthy to be Christ’s servants,
and unable to open ourselves up to God’s loving and forgiving embrace.

Yet, the Good News we are called to believe is that our God is a God of mercy and compas-
sion. That is our faith, and that is what we should be reflecting in all that we do and say in
our parishes this Lent. Sinners, like you and me, should feel welcome and given the confi-
dence to turn back to God. Then we can celebrate happily the Sacrament of Penance and
fulfil our Easter duties.

Pope Francis speaks of generating ‘a culture of mercy’.  None of us likes to be a failure. Yet
how many of us feel that we are failures even though we appear able to cope> That is why a
culture of mercy is so important in your parish or school. Then we can accompany one an-
other in turning back to Christ. We can be confident in inviting people on the edge of our
family or of our community to join us on the constant journey of repenting and being con-
verted’.

Bishop Peter encouraged us to accompany one another; new members of the Church and
priests taking on extra responsibilities. ‘Be positive in your outlook this Lent and give them
to pray with real faith and with real belief’.

The Bishop reminds us that we see and hear bad news about the Church in the media.
‘Wrongs done in the name of the Church must be put right. But that necessary process can
undermine faith and obscure all the good that you, the priests and people, do in the service
of Christ. Keep going, trusting in the God who never forgets us’.

Thirty two  sisters and priests attended
the annual Mass for Religious in
Northampton Cathedral. Held on the
second of February each year, it was
arranged by Vicar For Religious, Sister
Yvonne Pilarski of Milton Keynes.

‘Today we give thanks to God for those
who live out the call to holiness in a spe-
cial way in the consecrated life, our reli-
gious sisters, brothers and priests’ said
Bishop Peter in his homily. He went on
to reflect on the presentation of Jesus in
the temple.. 

‘Last week I was in London for meetings
at Archbishop’s House, and there on the
main staircase and in the Cardinal’s
chapel were Christmas cribs which will
only be taken down after today’s feast,
this feast which completes the Christ-
mas festival of light.

If you remember, we began Midnight
Mass with the words of Isaiah - – “The
people that walked in darkness has seen
a great light. On those who live in a land
of deep shadow a light has shone.” The
Christ child born in Bethlehem and laid
in a manger, visited by shepherds and
wise men from the East who knelt be-
fore him, the light of the world to whom
the wise men gave everything on which
they had to live as they came on pil-
grimage to seek God’s will for them, is
now carried by Mary and Joseph into
the Temple, in accordance with the law
of the Lord, as a first-born to be pre-
sented and consecrated to almighty
God.

The places of the shepherds and the
wise men are taken by two elderly and
faithful people, Simeon and Anna. They

were faithful to God’s promises and,
therefore, were open to the fulfilment of
those promises. The Gospel speaks of
the Holy Spirit resting on Simeon and
that, prompted by the Spirit, he went
up to the temple. Somehow he knew
that the child he took from Mary’s arms
was the fulfilment of God’s promise, “a
light to enlighten the pagans and the
glory of God’s people, Israel.” But he
also prophesied that the fulfilling of
God’s promise would be a hard road.
The shadow of the cross falls across the
scene – “You see this child: he is des-
tined for the fall and for the rising of
many in Israel” – above all, the dying
and the rising of Jesus himself, and the
suffering that would also be endured by
his mother, Mary.

The eighty-four year old widow, Anna,
who served God day and night in the
temple with fasting and prayer, recog-
nises Jesus, too, as Saviour.

In a way this episode in the Gospel of
Luke champions the role of the elderly
within the Church in their witness to
Christ through their prayerfulness, their
wisdom and their perception. But,
whatever our age, each of us has a part
to play in reflecting the light of Christ
and the hope he brings.

Reflecting that light and hope is a chal-
lenge as we can walk in darkness when
the inner soul of our being is darkened
by our personal sin and addiction. It
can take a long time and often some-
thing shattering needs to happen before
we recognise the darkness in which we
are walking and our need for help. Like-
wise, Isaiah also speaks of people living
in a land of deep shadow. It seems that

it is not just a people living in deep
shadow, but the whole world. There is
fear and uncertainty like never before
even about our identity, about our gen-
der, and about truth. People are feeling
insecure and we can react defensively
and aggressively.  the light of Christ
That is why it is so important to hold
onto the light of Christ, to pray for a
deepening of faith that Jesus is the
truth, the way and the life. That is what
gives us hope, and, if we are people of
hope, the light ofd Chriat will shine out
of us.

That witness to Christ, that living out of
holiness is a call common to us all who
are baptised. Today we give thanks to
God for those who live out that call to
holiness in a special way in the conse-
crated life, our religious sisters, broth-
ers and priests. 

At the end of the Year of Consecrated
Life this time last year, Pope Francis
urged the religious to be faithful to the
call they had received, and to grow in
love, in giving, and in creativity. The
Holy Father offered three words –
prophecy, proximity and hope. He
asked that you be prophetic, that in

your life and in your words you speak
God, you speak the reality of God, and
that your speaking is rooted in prayer.
He asked that, like Jesus, you may be
close to people, sharing with them their
joys and their sorrows, showing with
your love the paternal face of God and
the maternal caress of the Church.
Then, by your speaking of the reality of
God and by being close to people, you
will instil hope, reflecting Christ our
light in your honesty and compassion,
in your goodness and in living a simple,
essential and meaningful life.

On this feast of the Presentation of the
Lord when so many of you took impor-
tant steps in embracing the consecrated
life, I want to salute you and thank you,
dear sisters and brothers, for all you are
and all you do and have done in the
Diocese. I am so grateful that you have
come together for this Mass.

Let us ask the prayers of Mary, who pre-
sented Jesus in the temple, may, by the
power of the Holy Spirit, be bearers of
Christ in simple and profound ways to
our families and friends and to all
among whom we live.

Pastoral Letter for Lent

Annual Mass for
Religious 



100 years of Our Lady of Fatima is to be cel-
ebrated in the Diocese of Northampton with
Bishop Peter Doyle on her feast day of 13th
May at our Diocesan shrine of Our Lady in
Great Billing. On this centenary, this pil-
grimage offers a special opportunity for
those not able to attend Fatima, to bring the
intentions of their families to the shrine,
where one of the few authenticated hand-
crafted copies of the original icon of Our
lady of Perpetual Succour in Rome is
housed.

100 years offers us the opportunity to reflect

upon the messages and devotions of Fatima
for our lives and that of our families and
communities, especially at this time of great
change in this nation and in Europe. 

100 years offers us the window to seek God
through the intercession of Our Lady, to-
gether, on pilgrimage with the saints to echo
the call from Our Lady to Pray, Pray, Pray.
Let us open our hearts to renew our lives,
our families and our nations, consecrating
them afresh to the Immaculate Heart of
Mary.

There is no cost to the pilgrimage but only
100 places are available and booking is es-
sential. Mass will be celebrated as well as
opportunity for adoration, Fatima devotions
and talk, Rosary, veneration and a proces-
sion.
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On Saturday 11 Feb 2017 at the church of
Christ the King, Bedford, Bishop Peter Doyle
presided at a Mass in Celebration of Marriage. 

During the service, three Catenian Brothers
from the Bedford Circle (177) were presented
with Certificates to celebrate a total of 160

years of Marriage. Bro Peter and Pam
McPoland (60 years), Bro Hal and Ann Caw-
ley (50 years) and Bro Lino and Carol Perla
(50 years). 

All three Brothers are very active members of
the Bedford Circle and have held a number of

“Officer Roles” within the Circle. Between
them they have 8 children, 17 grand children
and 5 great grand children.

The attached photo shows Left to Right,  Hal
and Ann Cawley, Bishop Peter Doyle and
Carol and Lino Perla.  

Bedford Catenians celebrate marriage

100 places available:
advance booking is essential. 

Full programme will be released upon
booking

Venue:
The Diocesan shrine and parish of 

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour and St
Anslem, 

High Street, Great Billing, Northampton,
NN3 9DT

Date: Saturday 13th May
Time: 10am – 4pm

www.ourladyandstanselm.org
For further booking information

Contact: Clair Rees – Pilgrimage Co-or-
dinator
Email:

pilgrimage13thmay@outlook.com
Tel: 07983 494438

Fatima centenary
comes to Billing
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Called and chosen for Easter
Northampton Cathedral saw its usual excitement
on the first Sunday of Lent. Candidates for bap-
tism, and those preparing for full membership of
the Church were clearly touched by the formality,
and the informality, of the occasion. They saw
bishop and deacons vested in Lenten splendour.
They were formally recommended to Bishop Pde-
ter by godparents and sponsors. They queued in
the cathedral aisle to sign the Book of the Elect.
And then those precious moments of conversation
with the Bishop.

Today I will be giving the thumbs up to those of
you who are going to be baptised and those of you
who are being received into the Church. This is
only possible because of all those who have sup-

ported you. Its something of a mystery how we
come to this point. Sometimes it’s a mystery to me
why I’m standing here. Well, the whole of the
Christian life is a mystdery. But we know that God
is with us. We ndeed to ask swhether we are listen-
ing to God’s call, and listening attentively. That is
what the word obedient means: to listen atten-
tively.

Afterwards they proudly showed family and
friends their names inscribed in the Book of the
Elect. They may have hoped that our photogra-
pher, Steve Harris, had caught them in his lens.
And hope beyond hope they may even have won-
dered if the editor The Vine would put them on his
centre pages.

Pictures by Steve Harris of  Nymo
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JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

LOURDES DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & 
DINNER 

7 JULY  |  6 NIGHTS  
From Leeds-Bradford £679ppfrom

£

10 JULY  |  5 NIGHTS  
From East Midlands £649ppfrom

£

£729ppfrom
£

21 JULY  |  7 NIGHTS  
From Liverpool

£699ppfrom
£

28 JULY  |  6 NIGHTS  
From Manchester

WE OFFER  

»  Direct Flights to Tarbes - Lourdes Airport 
»  Full religious programme led by Spiritual Director

»  Return airport transfers in Lourdes

»  Daily breakfast, lunch & dinner
»  Full assistance of professional guides &       
    representatives throughout  
»  Bonded & licensed for

» hotels

BOOK ONLINE& SAVE £10

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

OUR 2017 BROCHURE IS OUT NOW! 

TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.
Daily Mass is the
centre of community

Our Lady of FidelityOur Lady of Fidelity

life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF 
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY

Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS

Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001

Ministers of Religion

Creation and
new creation
Scripture in the liturgy for Easter

The first reading we hear at the Easter
Vigil is the great story of creation from
the opening chapter of Genesis. In his
recent document Laudato Si’ (On Care
for our Common Home), Pope Francis
states that the Genesis creation ac-
counts contain profound teachings
about human existence, expressed in
their own symbolic and narrative lan-
guage. 
According to Pope Francis, these ac-
counts indicate that human life in-
volves three interconnected
relationships: with God, with our
neighbour and with the earth itself. The
Bible also shows how human sin has
disrupted these three vital relation-
ships.

God originally created human beings in
his image and likeness. The ancient Is-
raelites understood that because hu-
manity is made in God’s image, there
was no need for any idols to represent
the divinity. Genesis teaches us that
there is no need for carved images of
God, as human beings are made in
God’s likeness. 

Ancient oriental societies often re-
garded the king as God’s deputy, and
the king was represented all over the
kingdom by means of statues. But Gen-
esis 1 democratizes this notion: all hu-
manity was made in God’s image. In
early societies, the monarch had do-
minion over the whole land. But in
Genesis, the command to have domin-
ion over all living things was given by
God, not just to kings, but to all hu-
manity.

Because Genesis democratizes the an-
cient oriental idea of kingship, God
commands all humanity to have do-
minion and subdue the earth. However,
some environmentalists have criticized
this mandate. They think the Bible al-
lows human beings to exploit the planet
by aggressively mining for metals, pol-
luting the atmosphere, cutting down

rain forests, and allowing the extinction
of rare animals. Instead, most biblical
interpreters see Genesis as offering a
mandate for human stewardship of the
earth.

Pope Francis sees environmental de-
struction as an external symptom of
human sin in mistreating the world
made by God. “The harmony between
the Creator, humanity and creation as a
whole was disrupted by our presuming
to take the place of God and refusing to
acknowledge our creaturely limitations.
This in turn distorted our mandate to
have dominion over the earth, to till it
and keep it. As a result, the originally
harmonious relationship between
human beings and nature became con-
flictual.” 
The first chapter of Genesis reminds us
that we are creatures and not God. In-
deed, the earth was here before us and
it has been entrusted to the care of hu-
manity. To be sure, because the Genesis
account speaks of human beings having
dominion over the earth, some authors
have blamed Judeo-Christian thinking
for encouraging the unbridled exploita-
tion of nature by painting humanity as
domineering and destructive by nature.
According to Pope Francis, this is not a
correct interpretation of the Bible as
understood by the Church.

The pope admits: “Although it is true
that we Christians have at times incor-
rectly interpreted the Scriptures, nowa-
days we must forcefully reject the
notion that our being created in God’s
image and given dominion over the
earth justifies absolute domination over
other creatures.” Instead, the biblical
texts need to be read appropriately in
their context, recognizing that the sec-
ond chapter of Genesis tells us to till
and keep the garden of the world.

The environmental movement has led
to a renewed appreciation of the inter-
connectedness of all creation. As

human beings, we have become more
aware of our identity as creatures living
within a global ecosystem. Hence the
Pope says: “In our time, the Church
does not simply state that other crea-
tures are totally subordinated to the
good of human beings, as if they have
no worth in themselves and can be
treated as we wish. The German bish-
ops have taught that, where other crea-
tures are concerned, we can speak of
the priority of being over that of being
useful.”

We read this opening chapter of Gene-
sis at the Easter Vigil in the context of
our celebration of Christ’s resurrection.
By rising again, Christ restored us to
life, so that we can truly become the
image of God. As the catechism says:
“It is in Christ, Redeemer and Saviour,
that the divine image (disfigured in hu-
manity by the first sin) has been re-
stored to its original beauty.”

At the beginning of Lent, we recalled
God’s words to sinful Adam: “Dust you
are and to dust you shall return.” Yet
now we are offered the promise of eter-
nal life with God in heaven. Alleluia.
“Almighty ever-living God, you are
wonderful in the ordering of all your
works. May those you have redeemed
understand that there exists nothing
more marvellous than the world’s cre-
ation in the beginning—except that, at
the end of the ages, Christ our Passover
has been sacrificed.”

[For weekly notes on the Sunday read-
ings see: www.tarsus.ie  ]
[For Pope Francis’ document Laudato
Si’ online, see:
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesc
o/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-
laudato-si.html].

Notes by 
Fr  Jeremy Corley

A wooden Italian doll has been hailed
as ‘a miracle’. The 15th century doll of
the Christ Child was due to be an ex-
hibit in the Spring exhibition at the
Fitzwilliam Museum in Cambridge. It
had never left Italy before.

But then an earthquake struck the
Marche area of Italy last October, de-
stroying large parts of the Franciscan
convent in the town of Camerino,
where the figure is an object of venera-
tion. Crowds of people gathered to ho-
nour it on the feast of the Epiphany.

Yet despite all the destruction the
Christ Child survived. Mother Chiara
Laura Serboli, mother superior of the

religious community, was able to take a
photograph and send it to Cambridge.
‘It adds another miracle to the exhibi-
tions title’, said a spokeswoman for the
museum.

The figure was created for Camilla Bat-
tista da Varano, a fifteenth century
mystic who is said to have experienced
visions of the Madonna kissing and
nursing the Christ Child.

The figure will be the highlight of the
Fitzwilliam Museum’s show ’Madon-
nas and Miracles: the Holy Home in
Renaissance Italy, which runs from
March 7 to June 

Miracle for Cambridge



Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail When phoning please quote CN101
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www.comtec-services.co.uk

Tel: 01462 679655
Email: info@comtec-services.co.uk

Church sound systems, video systems, 
P.A. systems, tannoy systems, audio, recording, 

audio visual, projection, induction loop, 
sound reinforcement, radio microphones, 
lectern microphones, church speakers, 

church column speakers.

Professional design and installation of your 
church sound system by Comtec Services. 

Systems to suit all requirements and budgets 
backed by fast friendly service and advice.

Solutions in Sound, Vision & Communications

      

· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

VIN101

More than 65 volunteers and supporters from over 34
parishes in the Northampton Diocese attended the two
CAFOD Supporters’ days held at St Martin de Porres
(Luton) and St Joseph (Gerrard’s Cross) in February.  We
were thrilled to have several teenagers attend too which
was marvelous!

These meetings are wonderful opportunities for people to
meet others from their parish and pastoral areas and
gives them a chance to build friendships and ask for
/offer support to others.  Monica from the SE Bucks Pas-
toral Area said, “I feel so much more supported having
now met volunteers from my pastoral area”.

The day started with an opening reflection on the Beati-
tudes which included the six “additional” Beatitudes, put
forward by Pope Francis on All Saints Day in 2016, to
“recognize and respond to new situations with fresh spiri-
tual energy”.  Many found this so inspiring and asked to
share it in their parishes.  

There was a thank you video message from Bishop Peter,
followed by a speaker for each day from CAFOD’s pro-
gramme work in Southern African and Colombia.  All
were invited to leave messages of solidarity to be sent to
our friends in Colombia. 

Deborah Purfield (CAFOD Coordinator for the
Northampton Diocese) gave an update on donations re-
ceived from Harvest 2016.  Nationally parishes, schools
and individuals raised approximately £1.4m, £103k and
£252k respectively.  In the Northampton Diocese we
raised £48k, £6k and £9k respectively.  Thank you to all

who supported the Fast Day.  We couldn’t do our great
work without your amazing generosity and help! 

Throughout the day people had opportunities to chat and
share ideas.  Sheila, a new volunteer from St Augustine’s
High Wycombe said, “I got to meet others from my parish
for the first time which is great.  We were able to discuss
how best to promote CAFOD in the parish and I felt all
geared up to go!” 

Deborah spoke about CAFOD’s vision of a world trans-
formed to reflect the Kingdom of God where the rights
and dignity of every person are respected, where all have
access to basic needs and where the gifts of creation are
shared by all for the common good.  She spoke of
CAFOD’s work in Zambia (the Lent fast day focus coun-
try) which helps people become self-sufficient by running
their own artisanal businesses such as fish farming and
bee keeping.  These projects have transformed the lives of
people in some the world’s poorest communities.

The day concluded with a shared lunch where more dis-
cussions took place.  Dinah’s (Our Lady - Kempston)
feedback seemed to reflect the general feeling from both
days, “it was a really terrific and worthwhile day.  I felt so
inspired and want to do so much more now!  Thanks so
much” 

If you are interested in CAFOD’s work or would like to
volunteer in schools or in your parish please get in touch
with Deborah Purfield northampton@cafod org.uk or call
01844 274 723.

CAFOD
Volunteers and
supporters
get inspired

Please support  our advertisers

Don't miss out on Don't miss out on 

Book yourBook your
advert nowadvert now

Please note Please note 
the deadline for the deadline for 

advertising is advertising is 
the 10th of the 10th of 
each montheach month

TelephoneTelephone
01440
730399



We know we are all “Beloved Disciples of
Our Lord”, but it can be easy to forget as we
move on in life - into the Third Age and be-
yond! Pope Francis has been reminding us
all that 'older people are a treasure'. And
this short course confirms that and affirms
and encourages those who might be doubt-
ing their infinite worth and value. 

Parish Priest Fr Paul Hardy at St Edward

the Confessor Milton Keynes agreed to run
this profound and enjoyable course which
comprised four 1.5 hour sessions over four
weeks. Pauline Gray and her team led 15 of
our ‘mature’ parishioners who felt it would
help them to feel new value and serve with
fresh confidence.

The course involves a DVD with Key speak-
ers David Wells and David Payne plus en-

gaging testimonials from older people
around the UK. Opportunities to share the
impact of the messages and personal experi-
ences are built into the sessions which
helped parishioners grow closer and learn
from each other. 

DAVID WELLS is a Schools' Advisor in the
Plymouth Diocese. A sought-after speaker
whose contemporary theology, humour and

story-telling reach out
to the head and to the
heart. He has written
two very popular
books.

DAVID PAYNE is the
Director of CaFE help-
ing people to get more
out of their faith. He
is an inspiring
speaker, author of
four books and regu-
larly leads parish mis-
sions & retreats.

What participants
said about this course:
“The combination of
DVD to watch and
questions for discus-
sion in an informal

setting helped us to share openly how we
felt about our faith and our relationships
with God.” 

“We found it spiritually enriching, also fun
and good to explore faith in our mature
years with fellow parishioners.”

“A very illuminating and thought provoking
short course.  I found David Wells’ and
David Paynes’ narratives and insights very
positive regarding the part that members of
the older generation can contribute to the
Church and the community.  The gentle hu-
mour underpinning the video made it easy
to watch and enjoyable.  The drama of the
“Photographer Father” was extremely emo-
tional and left our group speechless as it
was so moving.  I would recommend this to
all parishioners.”

I will be showing this to another two
groups.

A thought provoking short course.  The dis-
cussions generated were interesting and
faith confirming.

“All Parishes should offer this course – and
it’s definitely worth watching more than
once!”
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Can you help?

Growing older gracefully

Your next deadline?
April 3



The Vine April 2017Page 11

Mothering Sunday is a holiday cele-
brated by Catholic and Protestant
Christians in some parts of Europe. It
falls on the fourth Sunday in Lent, ex-
actly three weeks before Easter. Once
observed as a day on which people
would visit their "mother" church, it
has become an occasion for honouring
the mothers of children and giving
them present  It is increasingly being
called Mother's Day, although that has
always been a secular event quite dif-
ferent from the original Mothering
Sunday.[1] In the UK and the Republic
of Ireland, Mothering Sunday is cele-
brated in the same way as Mother's Day
is celebrated elsewhere.

During the sixteenth century, people
returned to their mother church, the
main church or cathedral of the area,
for a service to be held on Laetare Sun-
day. This was either the church where
you were baptised, or the local parish
church, or more often the nearest
cathedral Anyone who did this was
commonly said to have gone "a-moth-
ering", although whether this term pre-
ceded the observance of Mothering
Sunday is unclear. In later times, Moth-
ering Sunday became a day when do-
mestic servants were given a day off to
visit their mother church, usually with
their own mothers and other family
members. It was often the only time
that whole families could gather to-
gether, since on other days they were
prevented by conflicting working hours,
and servants were not given free days
on other occasions.[3]

Children and young people who were
"in service" (as household servants)
were given a day off on that date so
they could visit their families (or, origi-
nally, return to their "mother" church).
The children would pick wild flowers
along the way to place in the church or
give to their mothers. Eventually, the
religious tradition evolved into the
Mothering Sunday secular tradition of
giving gifts to mothers.

By the 1920s the custom of keeping
Mothering Sunday had tended to lapse
in Ireland and in continental Eu-
rope.[4] In 1914, inspired by Anna
Jarvis's efforts in the United States,
Constance Penswick-Smith created the
Mothering Sunday Movement and in
1921 she wrote a book asking for the re-
vival of the festival; Constance was the
daughter of the vicar of Coddington,
Nottinghamshire, and there is a memo-

rial in Coddington's church. Its
widescale revival was through the influ-
ence of American and Canadian sol-
diers serving abroad during World War
II; the traditions of Mothering Sunday,
still practised by the Church of England
and Church of Ireland were merged
with the newly imported traditions and
celebrated in the wider Catholic and
secular society. UK-based merchants
saw the commercial opportunity in the
holiday and relentlessly promoted it in
the UK; by the 1950s, it was celebrated
across all the UK.

People from Ireland and the UK started
celebrating Mother's Day on the same
day that Mothering Sunday was cele-
brated, the fourth Sunday in Lent. The
two celebrations have now been mixed
up, and many people think that they
are the same thing. 

Lady Day fell on the vernal equinox. In
Roman Times, this was symbolically
equated with the mythical resurrection
of Attis.

Consequently, the Romans celebrated
the feast of Hilaria, at this time of year,
dedicated to the mother goddess Cy-
bele. In remembrance of the mythical
death of Attis, Hilaria was preceded by
approximately two weeks of fasting,
like Mothering Sunday (in the form of
the first half of Lent).

The other names attributed to this fes-
tival include Refreshment Sunday, Pud-
ding Pie Sunday (in Surrey, England),
Mid-Lent Sunday.[10] Simnel Sunday
and Rose Sunday. Simnel Sunday is
named after the practice of baking sim-
nel cakes to celebrate the reuniting of
families during the austerity of Lent.
Because there is traditionally a relax-
ation of Lenten vows on this particular
Sunday in celebration of the fellowship
of family and church, the name Re-
freshment Sunday is sometimes used,
although rarely today.
Rose Sunday is sometimes used as an
alternative title for Laetare Sunday, as
is witnessed by the purple robes of Lent
being replaced in some churches by
rose-coloured ones. The 1913 Catholic
Encyclopedia asserts that "the Golden
Rose, sent by the Popes to Catholic sov-
ereigns, used to be blessed at this time,
and for this reason the day was some-
times called 'Dominica de Rosa'." This
Sunday was also once known as the
"Sunday of the Five Loaves", from the
traditional Gospel reading for the day.

Prior to the adoption of ern "common"
lectionaries, the Gospel reading for this
Sunday in the Anglican, Roman
Catholic, Western-Rite Orthodox, and
Old Catholic churches was the story of
the feeding of the five thousand (for in-
stance, the Anglican Book of Common
Prayer stipulates St 

John's Gospel 6:5–14).

The Epistle for the fourth Sunday in
Lent as set out in the Book of Common

Prayer and The 1962 Missal of Roman
Catholic Church give a special place to
the theme of maternal love: Galatians
4:26 states that "Jerusalem which is
above is free; which is Mother of us
all."[1]

Another tradition associated with
Mothering Sunday is the practice of
"clipping the church", whereby the con-
gregation form a ring around their
church building and, holding hands,
embrace it.

Mothering
Sunday

Sacred and
secular
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Celebrating the
Holy Name

Fr Paul Inman, of Wellinvgborough presided.
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A new Catholic Institute of Higher Education 
at Buckfast Abbey 2017 courses!   
Diploma in the New Evangelisation 
Introductory weekend: 28th September - 1st October 2017 
2 year, on-line programme with personal tutors

4-day Summer Schools
Sacred Beauty and Catholic Culture 27th – 30th July 
Spiritual Theology    17th – 20th August
Discover the Old Testament  24th – 27th August
And More…….

School of the Annunciation
Centre for the New Evangelisation

www.schooloftheannunciation.com
Telephone: 01364 645660
enquiries@schooloftheannunciation.com   
     School of the Annunciation

CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.
Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect
gift: Bibles, missals,
prayer books, plaques,
icons, statues, photo-frames,
fountains, fonts, crosses,
crucifixes, rosaries, candles,
incense, oil burners, mini cards to
inspire, occasion cards to celebrate, and all
at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES
Militia Immaculatae Trust,
35-37, New Bond Street,
Leicester  LE1 4RQ. 
Tel 0116 2513477

Email: store@mitrust.co.uk
Website: www.mitrust.co.uk

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm 
Opposite the 

New Highcross, 
Leicester

Please  support  our 
advertisers


