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A deacon for Rushden
Mass was concelebrated by Bishop Peter, Fr Joe

Walsh, Fr Francis Higgins and six other priests.
Thirteen Deacons were also in attendance, along

with six Altar Servers and two M.C's. The processional
Hymn was well sung by the congreation as indeed were all
the hymns. The first reading from the Prophet Jeremiah
was read by Rob Marchment and the second reading, from
St Pauls first letter to Timothy read by Debbie Francis.

After the Gospel had been proclaimed by Deacon Peter
Hurrell,  Bishop Peter called forward Peter Remmington,
and Fr Francis, Director of Formation for the Permanent
Diaconate, presented Peter to the Bishop. This was followed
by the Bishop's homily in which he laid emphais on the
support and love of Peters family.

After the Homily the Ordination proper took place, during
which Peter prostrated himself on the sanctuary while all
knelt for the Litany of the Saints led by cantor, Erik Kerr.
After the laying on of hands and the Prayer of Consecration
Peter's wife Linda and son Paul brought forward his
Dalmatic and stole and Peter was vested by a fellow Deacon,
before kneeling in front of the Bishop to receive the book of

the Gospels, with these words, “Receive the Gospel of
Christ, whose herald you now are. Believe what you read,
teach what you believe and practice what you teach.”
Deacon Peter then took his place at the right hand of the
Bishop for the remainder of the Mass. The offertory gifts
where brought to the Bishop by Peter's wife Linda and son,
James.

At the end of the Mass Peter's family came forward and the
Bishop said a prayer of Blessing, firstly for Peter and Linda's
marriage and secondly for the whole family, Deacon Peter
gave the dismissal at the end and we sang the appropriate
recessoinal hymn “We have a Gospel to proclaim.” The
retiring collection raised £342 for a borehole project in
Zimbabwe. 

Afterwards all were invited to the Parish Hall where the
Union of Catholic Mothers had prepared refreshments.
Peter was presented with four sets of vestments, (Dalmatic
and stole) the green set donated by the Parish Men's group,
the red by the UCM and the white and the purple by his
friends in the Parish. Deacon Peter assisted Fr Joe at both
Masses over the weekend. 

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES FROM LONDON STANSTED

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

from
£499pp

£
DAILY BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER FATIMA

WE OFFER  
» Direct Àights from various airports in the UK 
» Fully escorted with professional guides  
» Return airport transfers  
» Great selection of hotels 
» Fully Àexible tailor-made itineraries 
» Bonded & fully licensed for ¿nancial protection

1, 5, 6, 12 & 20 NOVEMBER  |  5 NIGHTS 

from

» Direct, return Àights 
» Hotel accommodation on full board basis
» Comprehensive Religious Programme
» Centenary Celebrations & Ceremonies

NOW TAKING2018   BOOKINGS
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Getting into
print

Send news reports, photos and other material to the editor, Fr. Paul
Hardy, St. Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shenley Church End, Milton
Keynes MK5 6DX (vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon as we can find space for it. Material
should be emailed whenever possible. If this cannot be done for digital pic-
tures they should be sent to us on disc. Send photographs in jpg format, as
separate attachments, and not embedded in Word documents. Urgent and
dated items should reach us by the first Sunday of the month before publi-
cation.
A booklet of advice on writing news reports for The Vine is available on re-
quest.

Parental permission must be sought before photographs of children are
sent for publication. While we accept unsolicited feature articles, we re-
serve the right to edit the text or not to publish. Letters for publication
must include a name and address, which will be omitted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessarily those of the editor or of
the diocese. The publisher of The Vine deals with all advertising. To place
an advert ring o1440-730399. For difficulties with distribution contact the
editor.

News beyond the diocese of Northampton
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Correction
Mr Hugh Williams was awarded the ‘Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice’, and not the Bene Merenti.
(The Vine: September 2017)

Cardinal Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, the retired archbishop
of Westminster, died on September 1 at the age of 85.The
youngest of three brothes who were priests he was ordained
for the Diocese of Portsmouth in 1956. After service in
parishes, and then as secretary to Bishop Derek Worlock, he
was appointed Rector of the Venerable English College in
Rome.At the end of his term he was named Bishop of
Arundel and Brighton in 1977, and Archbishop of
Westminster in 2000. He received his red hat from Pope
John Paul that same year and served at Westminster until
his retirement at the age of 76.

Hearing of the Cardinal’s death Bishop Peter called for
prayers for him. He went on: “When I began training for the
priesthood in 1962, Cardinal Cormac was the Vocations
Director and, after I was ordained in 1968, we were fellow
priests in the Diocese of Portsmouth until he became
Bishop of Arundel and Brighton
Cardinal Cormac ordained me as Bishop of Northampton in
2005, and has always offered me his warm friendship and
wise counsel. May he rest in peace.

With effect from the first Sunday of Advent, two holydays of
obligation are being restored. This decision was made by
the bishops of England and Wales and has been confirmed
by the Holy See.

The days are:
the Epiphany of the Lord on January 6 (transferred to the
adjacent Sunday when it falls on Saturday or Monday):

the Ascension of the Lord on the Thursday after the 6th
Sunday of Easter.

Following a ten year construction period a cathedral-shrine
to St. Mother Teresa  was consecrated on September 5. The
choice of date was intentional as it marked the first anniver-

sary of the canonisation of the saint, as well as the 20th an-
niversary of her death.

‘Divine Providence has made this building possible’ said
Mgr Lush Gjergij, Vicar General. ‘And it is especially thanks
to the donations of our faithful and of Albanians abroad’

The building plot was given by Pristine’s town Council, with
the support of the late President of Kosovo, Ibrahim Ru-
gova. It is estimated that the Cathedral is the largest in the
Balkans, 77.40 metres long from the zpse to the arcade,
42.30 metres wide up to the transept, 32.50 metres high,
with two large steeples.

There are around 3000 Catholics in Pristina, and only
60,000 in the whole of Kosovo.

‘We are all the more grateful for such a beautiful large
cathedral, which is a source of joy also for the other inhabi-
tants of the city, most of whom are Muslim’ says Mgr
Gjergij. In fact the shrine is already a tourish attraction and
the bell tower offers a stunning view of the whole city.

The Opera Ro-
mana Pellegri-
naggi will include
the cathedral in
pilgrimage
iitineraries linked
to the life of
Mother Teresa,
along with
Skopje, her
hometown and
capital of Mace-
donia; Prizren,
where her par-
ents were born;
the shrine of Let-
nica, where she
decided to be-
come a nun, and
Pristine, which
she visited five
times.

London

London

Pristine

Do you want to aid the
charitable work of
The Holy Father,
Pope Francis

in this country and
across the world?
If so, please contact:

Father Wayne Coughlin
The Diocesan Director, Missio

The Presbytery
2 Severn Way

Bedford
MK41 7BX

(01234) 352607
parishpriestbedford@gmail.com

m         



The highlight of the Centenary Year of Our
Lady’s apparitions from May to October
1917, has been the canonisation at Fatima
on 13th May of Francisco and Jacinta by
Pope Francis, who thus became the first
children in the history of the Church to be-
come saints in the ordinary course of their
family life. 

To honour Our Lady, the World Apostolate
of Fatima (WAF) has organised Visitations
of the National Pilgrim Virgin Statue to the
Cathedrals of England and Wales, together
with relics of Saints Francisco and Jacinta
for veneration, which began on Saturday 18
February, when Cardinal Nichols received,
blessed and crowned the Statue in West-
minster Cathedral. So many people came,
that the doors had to be closed. Since then
the dioceses of Cardiff, Southwark, Shrews-
bury, Menevia, Nottingham, Plymouth,
Arundel & Brighton, Birmingham, Hallam,
Portsmouth and Leeds have received the
Statue, and the Visitations will continue
until mid-October. 

In his homily Cardinal Nichols said that de-
votion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, so
central to her message, “is a way for us to
say ‘yes’ [like she did] from the depths of
our hearts … which is why today we conse-

crate afresh ourselves, our lives, our coun-
try, to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, so
that we can always be saying ‘Yes’ to the
Lord, with all our heart, with all our will,
from the centre of our being. And only Mary
can teach us how to do this.” 

He also emphasised the importance of the
Rosary and of praying it in the family, which
he recalled doing as a child. 

On the weekend of 30th September and 1st
October 2017 the Statue and Relics will be
visiting The Catholic Cathedral of Our Lady
Immaculate & St Thomas of Canterbury,
Northampton, and the highlight of the
weekend will be Holy Mass with a post-
communion Act of Consecration to the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary. Mass will be
preceded by the enthronement & crowning
of the National Fatima Statue, and followed
by veneration of the Relics of Saints Jacinta
& Francisco, and enrolment & investiture of
the Brown Scapular. 

There will also be Fatima Talks and devo-
tions over the weekend, including the
Rosary. Full details will be published nearer
the time at http://www.worldfatima-eng-
landwales.org.uk/visitation.html and also
circulated to parishes.

Please make a note of the Visitation in your
diary, and be sure to tell your friends and
fellow parishioners about this important
forthcoming event.

If you can help with the Visitation pro-
gramme in any way, please email:
info@worldfatima-englandwales.org.uk or
tel. 07786 487557.
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Above:  Cardinal Nichols crowns the statue of Our Lady of Fatima in 
Westminster Cathedral,

Above right:  the three visionaries of Fatima

Top: the Marian procession in Westminster Cathedral

Fatima is to visit Northampton
September 31-October 1



Sixteen members
of Kettering
U.C.M.. Founda-
tion spent a won-
derful day at
Baddesley Clin-
ton., Warks,  a
beautiful tudor
house set in the
Forest of Arden.
We left Kettering
around 9.45 a.m.
and were driven
by our ‘Honorary
U.C.M. member,
Ron Steele.  Also
we had the privi-
lege of our Canon
John joining us.
This house has a
special resonance
with Northamp-
tonshire.  It was
owned by the Fer-
rers family for five
hundred years.
There is so much
to this place, espe-
cially its associa-
tion with our
Catholic faith dur-
ing the 1600’s
when priests and the faithful were persecuted.  The family Vaux
owned   Harrowden Hall, nr. Kettering.  It became a source of
refuge for priests and laity looking for sanctuary away from Lon-
don.  The two sisters, Anne and Elizabeth Vaux, decided to rent
Baddesley when things got ‘too  hot’ and the persecutors became
alarmingly close at Harrowden.

There are three priests holes at Baddesley of which only two could
we see.  cleverly incorporated within the structure of the house
and are meticulously preserved.  As an added interest,  we have
the church of Saint Nicholas Owen dedicated to this humble car-
penter within our St. Edwards parish.  His inspiration to make
hideways inside some of the most prominent catholic houses of
the day, notwithstanding the terrible price exacted from anyone
harbouring a priest in those days of terror, it is the legacy these
brave families have left us.  St. Nicholas Owen endured a martyrs’
death.

After the tour around the house we were able to go our separate
ways; some visited the book shop, some ready for a cup of tea and
later, we had lunch in the restaurant where large and varied
menus were on display.  Thereafter being suitably replenished
time to look around the beautiful gardens and moat.  Plants were
also on sale and a well equipped shop.

We also visited the church of St. Michael which lay some hundred
yards away and discovered the tomb of Nicholas Brome.  His fam-
ily were the first owners of Baddesley.  However, he was the mur-
derer of a priest.  For his sins he wished to be buried standing up.
His plaque can be seen just inside the door of the church, so every-
one who enters treads on his head !

The weather was very dismal with some intermittent light showers
but it certainly did not spoil our lovely day at Baddesley Clinton.
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Friday 23rd June saw parishioners of the
Sacred Heart in Flitwick mark their Feast
Day with the annual Mass for the Sick or-
ganised as usual by the parish conference of
the SVP. Almost 50 parishioners gathered
together to celebrate the Feast and support
those coming to receive the sacrament of
the sick through anointing. People came
from all parts of our widespread parish with
members of the SVP helping with transport
where needed. For some, the mass has be-
come a regular event in their lives and for
some it was their first experience of such a
mass, but all said how strengthened they felt
by attending the celebration. Canon Bennie
Noonan was the celebrant assisted by Dea-
con Philip Pugh.

Following the mass, the members of the
SVP served an afternoon tea and this went
on for much longer than usual as everyone
was having such a good time eating and
chatting.

Laying hands on the sick

Saint
Paul’s 
exam
success

Students at St Paul’s Catholic School cele-
brated another strong performance on A-
Level results day with 62% achieving grades
A* - C.  The overall A-Level pass rate for the
school was 98%.  For those taking BTEC Na-
tional Vocational courses, 60% gained a
Distinction or Distinction*.  

Jo-Anne Hoarty, Headteacher at St Paul’s
Catholic School, said:  “Students have
worked extremely hard for these results and
we are delighted that so many of them will
now achieve their dream of going on to a
university or apprenticeship.  Once again
the progress made by our A-Level students
is very positive.”  

As a result of their achievements, St Paul’s
students will be going on to study at univer-
sities around the UK, with an ever increas-
ing number electing to go to Russell Group
universities.  A growing number of our stu-
dents have gained places on prestigious De-
gree level apprenticeships and school leaver
programmes, illustrating the diverse range
of opportunities that we prepare our stu-
dents for.

Jo-Anne added:  “It is very pleasing to note
that we achieved our best ever results in the
Extended Project, with 48% of the students
who did Extended Project alongside their A-
Levels gaining an A* or A.  The Extended
Project gives them the wider skills to help
them succeed in A-Level courses and pre-
pare them for the world of work.  It is highly
valued by both universities and employers.

“We are very proud of all our students and
particular congratulations go to Aleksandra
Lubas who achieved six A* - A grades at A-
Level, and Max Johnson, Hannah Huxtable,
Sandra Bargiela, Wiktoria Kijowska and
Julia Korytowska who achieved 4 A* - A
grades.”

Kettering visits
recusant house
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The weekend of 22nd and 23rd
July was a very busy one for the
many communities that make up St
Edward’s Parish, Kettering. The
first Ever Flower Festival opened
on the Saturday morning taking as
its theme . “The Seven Sacra-
ments” leading to an International
Mass on the Sunday
Morning.Canon John, the Parish
Priest wrote 
Many people have said how proud
we should be of the parishioners
who worked so skilfully and suc-
cessfully to produce a floral display
for the Seven Sacraments, with
thought provoking prayers and ap-
propriate artefacts.  It has been
truly artistic and accompanied by
background supporting music.

It proves the setting for an inspira-
tional 'international' Mass, with

music from many continents, led
by Father Pius inviting all to pray
the 'Our Father' in their own lan-
guage - and yet have everyone fin-
ish at exactly the same moment!
A great many photographs have
been taken so that an appropriate
record can be made available in
due course.  A special thanks to all
the variety of choirs, instrumental-
ists, also, with a hope that more
regularly the music can be shared
at Mass in many varieties and lan-
guag

During the weekend topical added
value was given to the “Holy Or-
ders” display by the addition of the
order of service from Ordination
which had taken place earlier that
day of Fr Michael Bates who had
worked in the parish while a stu-
dent at Oscott.

Saying it with flowers
Kettering parish celebrates the sacraments
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Celebration
time again

Forty two teenagers from four Milton Keynes parishes gathered at Thornton con-
vent  for ‘Celebration’ .over the August Bank Holiday weekend, Celebration, a resi-
dential event, takes a theme of religious interest and explores it in words, mime,
drama, music and art. 

This year, at the 40th Celebration, they looked at worship. Beginning with hero
worship they decided on an appropriate occupant for the fourth plinth in Trafal-
gar Square. Then they looked at the worship of animals. Saturday was Jewish day.
They explored the origin and significance of the Passover meal, and then made the
costumes which are usually worn. In the evening they celebrated the Passover it-
self, with the appropriate food. They were interested to note that Jesus shared the
final cup when the meal was over. It was the cup of Elijah, and he was declaring
that he was the Messiah. The four prescribed cups of wine were of course demoted
to grape juice. On Sunday they looked at the critics of Catholic worship and dis-
cussed how they might be sent packing. Finally, on Monday, they shared insights
into the liturgy. Do you know what a zucchetto is?

‘The Sisters at Thornton have given us their hospitality now for forty years” com-
mented cp-ordinator Fr. Paul Hardy. “We are deeply grateful to them’. And of
course it wasn’t entirely study and prayer. An obstacle course guaranted a good
soakig. And Celebration wouldn’t be the same if everyone wasn’t covered in flour.
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The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.
Daily Mass is the
centre of community

Our Lady of FidelityOur Lady of Fidelity

life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF 
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY

Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS

Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001

Ministers of Religion
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May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

O Virgin defend me all pure and sweet

You are invited to a
Rosary gathering/procession to pray

for world peace.
To be celebrated on 

Monday 9th October 2017 
at the Angelus time of 6pm

Gathering in the name of Jesus outside
Christ the Cornerstone church

300 Saxon Gate West, 
Milton Keynes MK9 2ES

Our Lady’s promise:
“I shall deliver from purgatory those who

have been devoted to the Rosary.”

For more information please phone
Monica on 07401 366 330
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Feast of
Our Lady 
of the 
Rosary
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Students at St Paul’s Catholic School celebrated another strong per-
formance on A-Level results day with 62% achieving grades A* - C.
The overall A-Level pass rate for the school was 98%.  For those tak-
ing BTEC National Vocational courses, 60% gained a Distinction or
Distinction*.  

Jo-Anne Hoarty, Headteacher at St Paul’s Catholic School, said:
“Students have worked extremely hard for these results and we are
delighted that so many of them will now achieve their dream of
going on to a university or apprenticeship.  Once again the progress
made by our A-Level students is very positive.”  

As a result of their achievements, St Paul’s students will be going on
to study at universities around the UK, with an ever increasing
number electing to go to Russell Group universities.  A growing
number of our students have gained places on prestigious Degree
level apprenticeships and school leaver programmes, illustrating
the diverse range of opportunities that we prepare our students for.
Jo-Anne added:  “It is very pleasing to note that we achieved our
best ever results in the Extended Project, with 48% of the students
who did Extended Project alongside their A-Levels gaining an A* or
A.  The Extended Project gives them the wider skills to help them
succeed in A-Level courses and prepare them for the world of work.
It is highly valued by both universities and employers.

“We are very proud of all our students and particular congratula-
tions go to Aleksandra Lubas who achieved six A* - A grades at A-
Level, and Max Johnson, Hannah Huxtable, Sandra Bargiela,
Wiktoria Kijowska and Julia Korytowska who achieved 4 A* - A
grades.”

High flyers
at

St Paul’s

The pupil Faith Ambassadors from the Catholic primary schools
in Luton joined together at Holy Ghost parish hall in Luton to
celebrate their year’s work. The day began with some ‘getting to
know you’ activities and the pupils worked in groups exploring
their faith in a variety of ways including reflection sessions, art
and craft activities and drama. After lunch we celebrated mass
together in the church with Fr. Michael from St. Martin de Por-
res parish, Luton. The children really enjoyed the opportunity to
meet and get to know their counterparts in the other schools and
were very engaged in the day.

Caroline Forde

Ambassadors 
meet
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www.comtec-services.co.uk

Tel: 01462 679655
Email: info@comtec-services.co.uk

Specialists in Sound¿eld & hearing impaired 
solutions for schools & colleges.

Church Sound Systems, 
Audio Visual Systems, Induction Loops, 

Radio Microphones & Lecturn Microphones.

Solutions in Sound, Vision & Communications

Professional design and installation of your 
church sound system by Comtec Services. 

Systems to suit all requirements and budgets backed 
by our friendly customer service and advice.

· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

·A family run
Catholic Funeral Directors
·A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· In House Florist
· Pre-Paid funeral plans available

Chapels Of Rest in
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Arlesey 01462 337684

        

CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.
Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect
gift: Bibles, missals,
prayer books, plaques,
icons, statues, photo-frames,
fountains, fonts, crosses,
crucifixes, rosaries, candles,
incense, oil burners, mini cards to
inspire, occasion cards to celebrate, and all
at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES
Militia Immaculatae Trust,
35-37, New Bond Street,
Leicester  LE1 4RQ. 
Tel 0116 2513477

Email: store@mitrust.co.uk
Website: www.mitrust.co.uk

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm 
Opposite the 

New Highcross, 
Leicester

Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail When phoning please quote CN101

Youth mental health
On the last two days of June leaders from
schools and parishes gathered for a Youth
Mental Health First Aid course at the RE
Centre in Luton. Youth mental health and
mental health in general are  growing issues
both nationally and internationally which as
catholic schools and parishes we want to

play our part in helping to respond to. The
course was an excellent exploration of the
main areas of youth mental health. During
the sessions we were equipped with tools to
offer support on a first aid basis to young
people. If any parishes or schools would like
to take up the opportunity of experiencing

training in mental health first aid over the
next year please contact Alex Heath at the
Diocesan Re Centre (NORES) as future
courses can be organised to respond to
training needs in our Diocesan schools and
parishes. 

Seminarian Eugene Amosionoks is from Be-
larus and is in his fourth year of formation at
the seminary in Grodno.  Eugene spent a

month working in the parish of Great Mis-
senden; as part of this he visited the Basilica
in Walsingham where he found himself car-

rying the image of Our Lady for the blessing
of the fields prior to Youth 2000's "Inheri-
tance" festival.

Seminarian Eugene Amosionoks
comes west to Great Missenden

(and Walsingham)

VIN101
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In the centenary year of the apparitions of Our Lady to three Por-
tuguese shepherd children in 1917, author Barry R Pearlman has
produced, as the subtitle puts it, “The Complete Story from Vision-
aries to Saints.” It is well worth reading by those who are not yet
acquainted with these events of such significance for the Church,
which has long proclaimed them as authentic, and who require a
book that is concise, readable and trustworthy. Pearlman sees his
task as explaining the profound and momentous message con-
veyed by Our Lady to Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco, at the same
time as relating the particular histories of the seers themselves.

He puts the apparitions within the context of the 1830 apparition
by Our Lady in the Rue de Bac, Paris, to St Catherine Laboure and
the subsequent promotion of the Miraculous Medal; her 1846 ap-
parition at La Salette; and her apparitions at Lourdes in 1858 to St
Bernadette. As he comments, “Throughout the history of the
Church Mary has been solicitous in appearing at moments of his-
torical urgency.”

The year 1917 was one such occasion: Europe was embroiled in the
First World War and Russia was on the brink of a revolution
which would force atheistic Communism on millions of people in
Eastern Europe as well as Russia. These world-shaking events
were, of course, not known to the three children of Fatima, deeply
immersed in a rural peasant culture that was at the same time pro-
foundly Catholic; “a world that had not learned to separate reli-
gion from everyday life” and in which “Jesus, Mary and the saints,
Masses, festivals and devotions” were second nature.

Pearlman relates how the apparitions, first of the Angel of Portu-
gal in 1916 and then of Our Lady a year later, transformed the lives
of the little seers; already humble and devout they gave them-
selves up to an astonishingly edifying practice of prayer and self-
sacrifice in response to Our Lady’s requests. Her messages were in
some ways traditional – the pleas for prayer and penance and to
“pray the Rosary every day in order to obtain peace for the world
and the end of the war” – and in others unusual: her request for
“the consecration of Russia to my Immaculate Heart” and her
warning that “If my requests are heeded, Russia will be converted
and there will be peace; if not, she will spread her errors through-
out the world.”

Pearlman relates the whole history of how and when the consecra-
tion of Russia finally took place, in 1984 during the pontificate of
Saint John Paul II, and the extraordinary collapse of the Soviet
empire which followed. In swift succession Leonid Brezhnev, So-
viet leader for 18 years, died of a heart attack; his successor, An-
dropov, lasted a mere 15 months; and Andropov’s successor,
Chernenko, only survived one year. On 11 March 1985 Mikhail
Gorbachev became General Secretary of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union and “the unthinkable began to happen”: by 1989
1000 Orthodox dioceses were established, two new seminaries
were opened and several monasteries were restored.

The author also makes it clear that the Third Secret of Fatima was
fully disclosed in 2000, thus dispelling the views of conspiracy
theorists who believe that parts of it have been deliberately with-
held.

Francis Phillips

Fatima:
The First 
Hundred 
Years

By Barry R. Pearlman

On 12-13 May 2010 Pope  Benedict
visited Fatima.  He gave a Golden Rose to Our

Lady of Fatima ‘as a homage of gratitude from the
Pope for the mrvels that the Almighty has worked through
you in the hearts of so many who come as pilgrims to this

your maternal home’.

The Pope also  recalled ‘the invisible hand’ that saved John
Paul 11. He said in a prayer to the Blessed Virgin Mary that

‘it is a profound consolation to know that you are
crowned not only with the silver and gold of our

joys and hopes, but also with the ‘bullet’ of
our anxieties and sufferings”.’
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Michael Murray died on July 22nd. His
daughter Siobhan writes:

Michael was a committed and active mem-
ber of the St Edward’s parish for over 30
years since moving to Milton Keynes with
his family in 1984.

Son of Eileen Margaret and Patrick
Joseph, of Irish descent he was born and
bred in the northern town of Warrington
alongside a younger brother, Brendan,
and sister, Maureen.  A good education
was high on the agenda and one he was
committed to, a commitment rewarded by
achieving a place at the De La Salle Gram-
mar School in Salford, and then on to
study at the University of Manchester
where he graduated with a degree in law
in 1966 and then to Wigan where he com-
pleted his Articles in private practice. It
was a short stint in private practice be-
cause instead he committed his skills to
public service.  
Starting out with Crewe Borough Council
Michael went on to join Chester City
Council as Assistant Town Clerk.  2 years
later and at the age of just 29, he pro-
gressed to the role of Chief Administrator.
And as noted in a 1972 edition of the
Chester Chronicle…Mr Murray is the
youngest local government officer in the
country to hold such a senior post.  In

1984 he was to become the youngest ever
Chief Executive of a major council in the
country with his move to Milton Keynes,
and by the end of his tenure one of the
longest serving at almost 13 years with too
many achievements to note. 

On his retirement Michael went on to a
part time CEO position with the British
Osteopathic Association, undertaken with
the full time commitment and enthusiasm
as you would expect, for almost another
decade.

Colleagues from over the years have
shared many memories typifying the man
he was, with words such as supportive,
wise, providing good counsel, personable
with a sharp and funny wit and always
noting the way he dealt with people – with
respect and patience.  

Friends have described him as being like a
brother to them and recall his intellect,
fairness, high principles, generosity, his
zest for life and eagerness to experience
and learn new things,his ability to mix and
make people feel special, a memorable
host and guest of many parties, one of the
nicest people you could wish to meet.  

Despite his commitment to his career, this
was rarely at the expense of hobbies, inter-

ests, family or voluntary interests.  These
were vast and varied over the years rang-
ing fromamateur dramatics and the
Christmas choir, to camping, rambling,
climbing and cycling holidays all over the
world.  He was also a keen runner, keep fit
enthusiast, cyclist, golfer, squash and bad-
minton player, student, reader, historian,
chess player, wine connoisseur, amateur

chef and a committed supported of Private
Eye, the Guardian and the RSPB.  A dili-
gent Deputy Lieutenant of Bucking-
hamshire for 19 years, he also dedicated
time to magistrate selection and appoint-
ment, trustee and board positions across a
broad spectrum of local causes, as well as
actively supporting his local churches and
parishes throughout his life.

Obituary
Mr Michael Murray

2-in-1 Crossword
by Axe

       

You can use both sets of clues to solve the puzzle: the solutions are the same. So, if you want to try the CRYPTIC puz-
zle, for instance, but are unsure, use the QUICK clues to help you work out the solution.
Similarly, if you try the QUICK clues, use the CRYPTIC clues to help you prove the solution

CRYPTIC Across
1 Hard following maths class for Adam's boy (4)
3 I love Roman customs, one's we can find in the Bible 
(8)

9 Find here Edam 'maarkt', translated no time after the 
Spanish retreat (7)

10 Fantasy he created in Inverness (5)
11 Prepare favourite, but take only second place with Ruby 
riding, close to Derby (5)

12 Untold murky connection between Di and Mary (6)
14 Masses other churches would like? (13)
17 Italian island's church is ahead, taking a back road (6)
19 Dress for a Muslim bachelor to go about the old city, the 
Kalif's capital (5)

22 Running last in league, Villa, after awful May, anticipate 
new season (5)

23 He painted sports ground with Lego-shaped terracing
(2,5)

24 'I am', as blue-collar type announced, 'the Messiah'! (8)
25 State the tipping of headgear is obligatory after you 
texted (4)

CRYPTIC Down
1 One of Dan's mate made dash with compass, but lost 
direction (8)

2 Note US pilot's affirmative, returning to where Amos 
lived (5)

4 Jesus healed her two girls and little boy with drugs (4,9)
5 Drifter cowboy tipped off (5)
6 Navy commercial's also about violent air-to-land action 
(7)

7 In US large number, some British (almost all), get 
rejected (4)

8 Point to year in fear, primarily, resulting in one cutting up 
(6)

13 Arcane stuff boxed in wood featuring one of the evil

trinity (8)
15 Remedy negative way to play the guitar (7)
16 Caribbean island's the place to shoot duck (6)
18 Masses he wrote, marginally down after book fair 
(5)

20 Butler's right man to be retained over time (5)
21 Noisome in the end in move to become the top 
patriarch (4)

QUICK Across
1 Brother of Cain and Abel (4)
3 Early biblical people living west of the Euphrates
River 
(8)

9 Dutch city famous for its Edam market (7)
10 Jules ----- author of 20000 Leagues Under the Sea 
(1870) (5)

11 Poised for action (5)
12 Immeasurable (6)
14 Groups of people who adhere to a common faith and 
habitually attend a given church (13)

17 Italian volcanic island in the Tyrrhenian Sea (6)
19 Loose garment as worn by Muslim women, with veiled 
holes for the eyes (5)

22 Premature (5)
23 Spanish painter, nicknamed for his place of birth (2,5)
24 Christ or the Messiah, as named in Matthew from a 
reference in Isaiah (8)

25 In the US, the Beehive State, the 45th of the Union (4)

QUICK Down
1 Companion of Daniel, Hananiah before his named was 
changed (8)

2 Town south of Bethlehem, home of Amos (5)
4 First person to see Jesus after his resurrection (KJV 
spelling) (4,9)

5 Vagabond (5)
6 Twister (7)
7 Killed, as per the KJV (4)
8 The Adventures of Tom ------, novel by Mark Twain 
(1876) (6)

13 Along with Beelzebub and Lucifer, one of the Evil Trinity 
(8)

15 Quack medicine (7)
16 Trinidad and ------, Caribbean nation (6)
18 Classical German composer whose Masses include the 
'St Cecilia' and 'Nelson' (5)

20 ------ Butler, most prominent male character in Gone 
With the Wind (5)

21 Son of Jacob and Leah (4)
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Across:1Seth, 3Amorites,9Alkmaar, 10Verne, 11Ready, 12
Myriad, 14Congregations, 17Ischia, 19Burka, 22Early, 23El
Greco, 24Immanuel, 25Utah. Down:1Shadrach, 2Tekoa, 4
Mary Magdalene,5Rover, 6Tornado, 7Slew, 8Sawyer, 13As-
taroth, 15Nostrum, 16Tobago, 18Haydn, 20Rhett, 21Levi.

SOLUTION
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WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE SCHOOLS ON
THIS PAGE FOR SUPPORTING THE PAPER

Catholic
Independent

School 
and Pre-school

for girls and boys
aged 3-11

Princes Risborough
Buckinghamshire, HP27 0JW
Headmaster Mr Simon Detre

01844 345005
www.st-teresas.bucks.sch.uk

Tyne Crescent, Bedford
MK41 7UL

Headteacher
Alison Wilshaw

Telephone 01234 400222

SStt TThhoommaass
MMoorree 

CCaatthhoolliicc
TTeeaacchhiinngg
SScchhooooll 

INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC DAY & BOARDING 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4 - 18 

WWW.THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM 

Thornton College, Convent of Jesus and Mary, 
Thornton, Milton Keynes, MK17 0HJ. 

Let us help you make your choice. Join our teachers and students to 
discover what life is like at this successful, inclusive school.

A specialist Science College, Language College and Training School

Thinking about Higher Education, apprenticeships or careers?

in the Sports Hall

Tuesday 7th November
6.30pm – 8.30pm

Open Evening
Sixth Form 

www.st-pauls.org.uk  Email: post16enquiries@st-pauls.org.uk

For further information contact  
the Post-16 administrator on 01908 669735

Phoenix Drive, Leadenhall, Milton Keynes  MK6 5EN

• A very wide range  
 of A Level subjects

• Students’ progress ranks  
 St Paul’s in the top 10%  
 of schools nationally

• BTEC National  
 Diploma qualifications

• 48% gained A-A*  
 in Extended Project

• 98% pass rate for A-Level

• 96% of students secured  
 their first choice university  
 in 2017

• 60% of BTEC students  
 gained Distinction  
 or Distinction*

    
       

   
   

       

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC PRIMARY

SCHOOL
Amersham Road,
Chesham Bois ,

Amersham HP6 5PL
Headteacher
Mr Holdsworth

Telephone 01494 726390

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC PRIMARY

SCHOOL
Henshaw Road,
Wellingborough

NN8 2BE
Headteacher
Mr C Robinson

Telephone 01933 224900

SSaaccrreedd HHeeaarrtt PPrriimmaarryy SScchhooooll

OOppeenn MMoorrnniinngg

Jesus at the Heart of all that we do
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Jesus at the Heart 
of all that we do

WWee wwoouulldd lliikkee ttoo iinnvviittee ppaarreennttss aanndd ccaarreerrss ooff cchhiillddrreenn
dduuee ttoo ssttaarrtt sscchhooooll iinn SSeepptteemmbbeerr 22001188 ffoorr oouurr ooppeenn

mmoorrnniinngg oonn TTuueessddaayy 3311 OOccttoobbeerr aatt 1100aamm..
WWee llooookk ffoorrwwaarrdd ttoo sseeeeiinngg yyoouu..
WWeellccoommee aanndd iinnttrroodduuccttiioonn bbyy oouurr 

HHeeaaddtteeaacchheerr MMrrss CCuulllleenn

Sacred Heart Primary School, Langford Drive, Luton, Beds LU2 9AJ
Tel: 01582 730781 E-Mail admin@sacredheart.primaryluton.co.uk

Contact Janet
by phone
01440 730399
or email
janett@cathcom.org

Celebrating our Schools Adverts
Promote your school while 

supporting the paper


