
The Mayor of Northampton, Gareth
Eales, visited the cathedal and its
grounds to get a first-hand idea of the
plans for the Cathedral Centre and its
potential contribution to community life
in Northampton. He was shown around
by the Dean, Canon Mark Floody and
met with Bishop Peter.

Bedford. Northampton and Milton
Keynes gave recently been added to the
Google Maps 3D facility, whereby build-
ings in a city or town are shown in full
3D, so that you can ‘fly’ around them as
if you were a drone camera. This photo
of the cathedral is computer generated,
not taken from a plane, balloon or drone.
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At a ceremony at The Cube, Corby, Fr Gerard Byrne,of St. Bren-
dan’s and St.Patrick’s was one of the recipients of the Spirit of
Corby awards. He won the Community Spirit Award (sponsored by
Northampto nshire Police_ recognising his cycling initiatives.
Corby Council spokesman said “Fr Gerard has cycled the length of
Britain and Ireland on hi time off from the day job, and last year cy-
cled from Canterbury to Rome to raise thousands of pounds for

Corby’s Lakelands Hospice abd the Air Ambulance.  As well as
being a very well thought priest Gerard has also given up his time to
set up a cycling club so others can get involved. He is a fund-raising
inspiration and a good mentor to those who wish to take on various
cycling challenges both locally and long-distance’.

Picture: Northants Telegraph
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CHRISTENING &
COMMUNION WEAR

A sumptuous range of gowns and accessories to
suit evey budget and grace all occasions

Specialists in gifts with a Christian theme,
Christening, Dedication, Communion,
Confirmation, Marriage,
Ordination & Christmas.
Whatever the occasion,
you’ll find the perfect
gift: Bibles, missals,
prayer books, plaques,
icons, statues, photo-frames,
fountains, fonts, crosses,
crucifixes, rosaries, candles,
incense, oil burners, mini cards to
inspire, occasion cards to celebrate, and all
at competitive prices!

GIFTS
FOR ALL

OCCASSIONS

MAIL ORDER
phone

0116 2513477

COME AND VIEW OUR EXTENSIVE RANGES
Militia Immaculatae Trust,
35-37, New Bond Street,
Leicester  LE1 4RQ. 
Tel 0116 2513477

Email: store@mitrust.co.uk
Website: www.mitrust.co.uk

Open Wed - Sat
10am - 5pm 
Opposite the 

New Highcross, 
Leicester



In 2015 alone, in England and Wales,
185,824 abortions took place. there is
widespread unease among many people
who recognise that a woman’s decision
to have an abortion carries with it tragic
consequences. At the same time, there
are strong voices that advocate a
woman’s choice. 

2. What does it 
mean to choose? 

The life of both mother and child are
precious, valued and to be protected.
Those who hold that the freedom to
choose in the question of abortion must
focus on the good of one of these lives
alone. 

A subjective desire is often claimed to be
a rightful choice.. Following slogans is
never a firm basis for good decisions.
Rather, we hold that such decisions re-
quire a grounding in good formation and
sound perspectives.
In making choices, we should always
seek to do that which upholds human
dignity in the service of human life. In
the case of abortion, decisions

and choices need to acknowledge the
duty to cherish human life and to foster
its flourishing beyond the circumstances
of any one person, however challenging
these may be.

3. Recognising the
difficulty of decisions

Deciding to have an abortion is a grave
decision. The process of decision making
occurs in diverse circumstances and is
influenced by different considerationsIn
such situations, the capacity to exercise
choice can be compromised with a con-
sequent limitation on a person’s moral
culpability.  Pope Francis has written of
those who have had an abortion: 

“I am well aware of the pressure that has
led them to this decision. I know that it
is an existential and moral ordeal. I have
met so many women who bear in their
heart the scar of this agonising and
painful decision. What has happened is
profoundly unjust; yet only understand-
ing the truth of it can enable one not to
lose hope.” (Letter to Archbishop
Fisichella for the Year of Mercy, 1
September 2015) 

Both Popes, however, recognise the bur-
den of guilt that often accompanies the
decision to destroy a human life in the
womb. Both speak insistently of the un-
failing mercy of God for all who turn to
Him in repentance and with a desire for
forgiveness. 

4. The Intrinsic Value
and Worth of 

Every Human Life 

The challenge that faces our society
today is to recover an understanding of

the immeasurable good of each unborn
child and to value his or her life with
even greater respect. 

A particular contradiction occurs in re-
lation to the legislation permitting the
abortion of an unborn child diagnosed
with a disability. after they are born. The
past fifty years have witnessed a deepen-
ing of society’s respect and understand-
ing for people with disability, and
legislation has helped disabled people
achieve fulfilling lives. We hope that
greater reflection and consistency in the
approach to unborn children with dis-
abilities will lead to a change in under-
standing, with greater protection
provided through new legislation. 

In comparison with fifty years ago, our
society and Church have a much greater
acceptance of single mothers, and often
provide assistance for those who need it.
Much more, however, needs to be done. 

We recognize that there has also been an
erosion of respect for those with consci-
entious objections against abortion. This
has affected members of the medical and
healthcare professions who face increas-
ing difficulty in being able to combine
their dedicated professional work with
their personal conviction. So much tal-
ent is being lost to important profes-
sional areas. Personal conscience is
inviolable and no-one should be forced
to act against their properly formed con-
science in these matters. 

5. Learning to respect life 

There is an urgent need to teach about
the inviolability of human life, from con-
ception to its natural end, and to help ev-
eryone appreciate the value of every
human life, without exception. 

We thank those generous young people
who strive to promote pro-life values.

They are a real encouragement and in-
spiration, in the Church and in society.
It is vitally important for young people
to gain a deep understanding of the
meaning of human sexuality and the
place of the sexual relationship as an ex-
pression of love within marriage. 

6. Giving thanks and 
looking ahead

We have the highest regard for every
woman who, in difficult and adverse
conditions, has made the courageous de-
cision to continue her pregnancy and
give birth to her child. We thank the
charities, and those who donate to them,
for their solidarity and support. 

It is our desire and aim8 ptniversary
needs to bring about a new debate to
change attitudes towards human life in
the womb, to promote what it means to
make good and authentic choices, and to
protect and care for mothers and their
children. 

As Catholics, we urge that, throughout
our countries, prayer and fasting be used
for the protection of human life, espe-
cially for life within the womb, for all ex-
pectant mothers, for fathers and
families. 

Let the final word come from Pope Fran-
cis, preaching in 2005 on the Feast of St
Raymund, when he was Archbishop of
Buenos Aires: 

“All of us must care for life, cherish life,
with tenderness, warmth...to give life is
to open our heart, and to care for life is
to give oneself in tenderness and warmth
for others, to have concern in my heart
for others. Caring for life from the begin-
ning to the end. What a simple thing,
what a beautiful thing...So, go forth and
don’t be discouraged. Care for life. Its
worth it’.
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Getting into
print

Send news reports, photos and other material to the editor, Fr. Paul
Hardy, St. Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shenley Church End, Milton
Keynes MK5 6DX (vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon as we can find space for it. Material
should be emailed whenever possible. If this cannot be done for digital pic-
tures they should be sent to us on disc. Send photographs in jpg format, as
separate attachments, and not embedded in Word documents. Urgent and
dated items should reach us by the first Sunday of the month before publi-
cation.
A booklet of advice on writing news reports for The Vine is available on re-
quest.

Parental permission must be sought before photographs of children are
sent for publication. While we accept unsolicited feature articles, we re-
serve the right to edit the text or not to publish. Letters for publication
must include a name and address, which will be omitted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessarily those of the editor or of
the diocese. The publisher of The Vine deals with all advertising. To place
an advert ring o1440-730399. For difficulties with distribution contact the
editor.

Pastoral Letter from all the bisops on abortion: summary

DEPUTY HEADTEACHER  DEPUTY HEADTEACHER  DEPUTY HEADTEACHER     
The Directors of this successful, popular, up and coming Catholic School wish to The Directors of this successful, popular, up and coming Catholic School wish to The Directors of this successful, popular, up and coming Catholic School wish to 

recruit a Deputy Headteacher to commence as soon as possible.recruit a Deputy Headteacher to commence as soon as possible.recruit a Deputy Headteacher to commence as soon as possible.         

Leadership Scale : L19Leadership Scale : L19Leadership Scale : L19---232323   

A Catholic, learning, listening school. 

“It is not enough that children are loved, they must know that they are loved” 

Thomas Becket Catholic School  

Kettering Rd North 

Becket Way 

Northampton  

NN3 6HT 
01604 493211 

Email: office@thomasbecket.org.uk 
www.thomasbecket.org.uk 

 

We are a Catholic, learning, listening school where it is not enough that children know they are 
loved, we show them.  If you enjoy the challenge that a new role brings and are enthusiastic to 
come with us on our journey then please do not hesitate to contact us.  Visits to the school are 
most welcomed where you will then see first-hand how special our school is.  Please contact 
Jan Hayes, Senior HR Manager on 01604 493211, who will be more than happy to arrange a 
school visit. All our staff uphold the core values and Catholic ethos of the school.   
 
All appointments will be subject to an enhanced DBS clearance in line with our Safer 
Recruitment Policy.  Further details and an application pack are available from Mrs Jan 
Hayes at the school at janh@thomasbecket.org.uk application forms can also be         
obtained from the school website at www.thomasbecket.org.uk or downloaded           
documents from the CES website at www.catholiceducation.org.uk.employment  
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Blessed with a warm, sunny afternoon on
Sunday 27th August, parishioners of St
Mary's Woburn Sands and friends from the
local community Churches Together group
gathered for Father Ken Bowen's farewell
event. It was an opportunity to thank Father
Ken for his twelve years as Parish Priest in
Woburn Sands and to wish him well for the
future.

Tributes were led by Budge Wells, Parish
Facilities’ Manager and David Borrett,
Chair of Parish Committee. Father Ken was
presented with a book of farewell messages
from the Parish and will receive the pro-
ceeds of a special collection held in Church
during August.

Father Ken moved to Marlow in September
and whilst he will have more time to travel
and read, he will also help out in St Peter’s
Parish from time to time.

The highlight of the event was the fantastic
cake made by Samantha Fabbro, one of St
Mary's very talented parishioners. Saman-
tha took inspiration from Father Ken’s love
of an exotic holiday and created a wonderful
cake which portrayed Father Ken relaxing
with a book on a beach. The detail was
exquisite and Father Ken was truly de-
lighted with it.

Regular Mass-goers in Woburn Sands are
very familiar with the Dr Maria Montessori
quote ‘Look for the good and the good will
grow’ and this has well and truly been ab-

sorbed into the Parish psyche given the ref-
erences to it in the tributes and in the detail
shown on the book featured on the cake!
The Parish has listened and applied that
teaching particularly with regard to the set-
ting up of the four Parish themes of 'spiritu-
ality', 'youth', 'outreach' and 'social'
. 
'We are the Church' and 'The people are the
Church' has given inspiration to take more
responsibility in making our Parish a loving
place of spirituality and warmth. 

This type of Parish event can only happen
through the help and encouragement of
many people. Thanks are due especially to
Jo Marr, Samantha Fabbro, Anne-Marie
Howard, Julie Gibson, David & Alison Bor-
rett, Budge Wells, Mary Wilding, Brian
Lodge, Jayne & Mick Fagan, Liam Colgan,
Pauline Mulligan, Mrs Harte, Margaret
Rooney and also all those who brought food
and drink to share. 

Father Ken sends his thanks to all involved
and will keep us in his prayers. 

The Parish extends a warm welcome to Fa-
ther Francis Higgins, Father Pius Amoako,
Father Lijo Payikkattu MSFS and Father
David Barrett of the new Milton Keynes
'cluster' which includes St Mary's, Woburn
Sands. 

Miriam O’Neill
St Mary’s, Woburn Sands

Fr Kenneth Bowen

Ordained May 3, 1982
Our Lady of Lourdes, Milton Keynes,

1982-1986
Army chaplain, 1986-1987

Burnham 1987-1992
St. Clare, Aylesbury, 1992-1996

Thrapston 1996 -2005
Woburn Sands 2005-2017

Looking to the future needs of our diocese,
the Bishop has appointed a new role to en-
courage and support new forms of lay min-
istry.  Previously a parish pastoral worker
and the Diocesan Youth Coordinator, but
also a volunteer in her own parish, Avril
Baigent is excited by the possibilities: 

“Everywhere we look in parishes, we have
people of skill and experience.  We have
people from all walks of life with much to
offer to the Church.
Many people give
freely of their time,
but we will need
many more if we are
to find new ways of
being Church.  Vol-
unteering in the
church can be so life
giving, whether it’s
taking communion
to someone in hospi-
tal, sharing the faith
in prayer and Bible
study, raising money
for Cafod, or helping
the homeless in a
soup kitchen.  There
are also lots of jobs
behind the scenes in
finance and admin,
cleaning and main-
taining our
churches, or serving
as governors of our
schools.  There are
many ways that we

can be Jesus’ hands in our world today.”

Paid for by the Together in Faith lay forma-
tion fund, Avril’s role is to help parishes re-
flect on how they can grow pastorally into
the future.  At this time she is concentrating
on hospital and prison chaplaincy, as well
as visiting priests and pastoral areas to lis-
ten to local needs.

Elisa McCarthy

Avril to oversee
new forms of 

pastoral ministry

Farewell,
Fr Ken
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“Welcome, Pilgrims!” was how we were
greeted when a very comfortable, mod-
ern-day coach dropped off 24 pilgrims
from St Edward the Confessor in Mil-
ton Keynes to the Feast Day activities in
Westminster Abbey on Saturday, 14th
October.it was a reverent greeting given
to people who have celebrated the Feast
Day of St Edward the Confessor for
nearly 800 years.  

Our church in Milton Keynes, named
after St Edward the Confessor, decided
to take advantage of Westminster
Abbey’s annual celebration for its
founder (then King Edward), cele-
brated as close to 13th October as pos-
sible, to mark his Feast Day.  Every
year, the Abbey invites all churches
across the kingdom with the name of St
Edward the Confessor to come to an ex-
clusive day of prayer and reflection at
the Abbey.  All other visitors are not al-
lowed to enter the Abbey as the day is
reserved for worship and not general
touring.  

The day is full of activities.  Visiting pil-
grims are welcomed with a rite of foot
or hand washing on arrival at the
Abbey.  Throughout the day, pilgrims

are able to pray at the Shrine, priests
are on duty for individual spiritual
counselling and the Sacrament of Rec-
onciliation and prayer tours around the
Abbey are available.  There are even op-
portunities to renew baptismal
promises and to participate in healing
liturgies with the Laying on of Hands
and Anointing.  Healing is one of the
main devotions for St Edward.  For the
children, a good number of activities
are offered.  

The custom to wash the hands and feet
of pilgrims has been an age-old tradi-
tion of welcome when the faithful have
come to worship after travelling for
days on the dusty roads – many of
whom would have walked when trans-
portation would have been reserved for
the wealthy or privileged classes.

St Edward is one of the saints that is
venerated by the Roman Catholic
Church, Anglican Church and Eastern
Orthodox Church – so quite a few com-
munities are invited to the Abbey,
which itself is one of the primary
churches for the Church of England.
The shrine in the Abbey is the actual
tomb of King Edward and has a promi-

nent place just behind the altar of the
Abbey in its own alcove.

All the services are Church of England.
These services would rival many a ser-
vice in the Roman Catholic tradition
with their pageantry, music and num-
ber of celebrants.  The experience was
inspiring and beautiful and reminded
us that in the very beauty and majesty
of the service is the peace and love we
feel towards our One Father, and it was
an amazing feeling to join in with other
faiths to worship together in a way that
transcended our difference

Saint Edward was one of the national

saints of England until King Edward III
adopted Saint George as patron saint in
about 1350.  Edward is regarded by
some as an unlikely saint, and his
canonisation as political. Although
some argue that his cult started so
early, it must have had something cred-
ible to it.  He was regarded as a saint
long before he was officially canonized
as Saint and Confessor by Pope Alexan-
der III in 1161.  

When Edward died in 1066 he was suc-
ceeded by Harold Godwinson, who was
later defeated by the Normans under
William the Conqueror at the Battle of
Hastings, 1066.

Honouring the
parish patron
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· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

·A family run
Catholic Funeral Directors
·A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· In House Florist
· Pre-Paid funeral plans available

Chapels Of Rest in
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Arlesey 01462 337684

        

Funeral Services
Helping with all your needs

Dale & Sons Funeral Directors
Independent Family Owned 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
We provide an individual service, tailoring  each funeral to

the personal needs and requirements of the family.

01895 832220 (24hr)
22 Penn Drive,Denham, UB9 5JP
email: dalefuneralservice@gmail.com
www.dale-sons.co.uk

Granite headstones with sand-blasted lettering 
Prices start from £990

t      www.dale-s
e     
a      Buckingham  
d     

 

Areas covered: Buckinghamshire, Middlesex,
Hertfordshire, Surrey, West London, 

Greater London

We would like
to thank 

the advertisers 
for supporting 

the paper

Funeral Flowers

Sympathy flowers are special; they are often the final
flourish to a life lived, our parting gift as we say

goodbye.

We like to take time to listen and sensitively consider
those details before creating something unique and

personal.

sarahmuddiman@yahoo.co.uk
www.spindleberryflowers.com

Tel:- 07738675727

"Compassionate care when you need it most"
Independent Family Funeral Directors with over 15 years experience

We cover Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire 
and Milton Keynes

• Cremations • Burials • Green Burials
• Private Chapel of Rest • Flowers • Catering

• Headstones • Pre paid Funeral Plans
• Home Arrangements • Personal Service

•24 Hour Service
01234 757529

www.haseldines.co.uk
192 High Street, Cranfield, MK43 0EN

Haseldine Funeral ServicesHaseldine Funeral Services

As our Mission has developed and the de-
mands of the Annual  National Pilgrimage
Tour of the Miraculous Relic Image of Our
Lady of Guadalupe have increased,  the
Guardians of Our Lady of Guadalupe, based
at the Shrine in Bedford,  have felt for some
time that it would be helpful to have an ap-
pointed Spiritual and Faith Advisor. Rev
Jeremy Davies, of the Westminster Diocese,
was invited to take on this role.  

They are delighted to announce that, with
the approval and confirmation of  Cardinal
Vincent Nichols and Bishop Peter Doyle,
Father Jeremy has been appointed and
takes up his new position as of 2 November
2017.

Father Jeremy studied English Literature at
St Edmund Hall, Oxford and subsequently
Medicine at St Bartholomew's Hospital,
London.  He graduated with a medical de-
gree in 1967 and then worked in mission
hospitals in Guyana, Nigeria, and Ghana.
He was ordained as a Roman Catholic priest
in 1974 and appointed to the Deliverance
Ministry in 1986. In 1993 he co-founded the
International Association of Exorcists.  He
has written many books and articles, and he
lectures on the subject internationally.  This
work was carried out in conjunction with
his role as a parish priest within the West-
minster Diocese

He has been a friend and supporter to the
Guardians since our conception and has
been   Co-Celebrant at the Feast Day Masses
and many other celebrations.  This year he

has agreed to be our Principal Celebrant at
the Feast Day Mass on 12 December.  His
continuing works and ministry on behalf of
the Pro-Life movement are well known,
publicly defending the sanctity of human
life through his preaching and active partic-
ipation in Pro-Life vigils.  

Father Jeremy was a founding member of
the outreach counselling service provided
until recently by Luton Good Council to
women seeking or recovering from abortion
by providing emotional support and aid in
finding life-giving alternatives. 

His extensive knowledge of Catholic inter-
pretation and the workings of our Church
will allow the Guardians to discern and
evaluate decisions, moving forward with
wisdom and certainty.  We are very much
looking forward to his ministry among us. 

In May Our Lady of Walsingham
Catholic Primary School was selected to
show case our efforts in Health to sev-
eral Northamptonshire MP’s and
Health and Sport Professionals. We
were chosen as our school has worked
closely throughout the year with
Northamptonshire Healthy Child Ini-
tiative. We are based in a socially de-
prived area where Health is not
particularly viewed as important. Pre-
vious attempts were not met with open
arms. Not ones to give up we carried on
trying to make changes to make our
children and families part of a healthier
school community. 

This year Our Lady’s School achieved
the Gold School Games Quality Mark.
We gained this quality mark through
meeting the School Games Criteria. We
entered above the expected number of
level 2 competitions. We believe that
the higher level quality of PE lessons
being delivered in school has helped to
raise the amount of competitions that
we are finishing higher up in. As a
school we had three teams qualify for
the School Games Final at Moulton
College – the only school in Corby to
have three teams. Our children enjoy
their PE lessons therefore are very keen
to attend the clubs and competitions.  

This year we held a fully inclusive
school sport day which included several
members of the community. The local
secondary school provided sports lead-
ers to help run the events, the local gym
came along to promote health and fit-
ness for all families, Corby Town FC
ran one of the events and the local
Nursery participated in a mini sports

day over lunch organised and run by
our own school leaders while the rest of
the children of Our Lady’s enjoyed a
family picnic. 

Our Lady’s school was experiencing
some challenging behaviour. We felt
that these children would benefit from
the values and discipline taught in kick-
boxing. We brought in a local kickbox-
ing instructor who allowed these
children to participate twice per week.
Together they worked on many aspects
such as respect and social skills. These
children were not only being active
they came away with the confidence
and skills that they needed to manage
their own feeling and behaviour better
throughout the school day. This club
had a huge impact on the children’s be-
haviour and learning in the classroom.
They were now experiencing a ‘good’
lunch time resulting in a positive start
to the afternoon therefore improving
their learning capacity. 6 of these chil-
dren of now fully fledged members of
the kick boxing club outside of school. 

Having identified a few children in ks2
who were overweight, we discretely en-
couraged them to take part in the kick-
boxing sessions for extra activity. The
children thoroughly enjoyed the ses-
sions and after requesting more ses-
sions we directed them towards the
local kickboxing club outside of school.
They are now fully competing members
of this club and travel internationally.
Their weight at this club has been mon-
itored and this has been done in a posi-
tive manner resulting in excellent
weight loss. 

Quality in
Corby
school

Guardians of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
welcome new Spiritual 

and faith advisor
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Its great that
you have all come

St. Mary’s, Dunstable, was crowded with 800 youngsters on
October 13 for the annual schools’ Mass. Teenagers were
even squatting in the side chapels, but that was no match for
the chaos in the car park as coaches arrived together and
teachers carefully guarded the children. ‘This is nothing’,
said one of the lady-custodians of the car park entrance. ‘A
few minutes ago we brought Dunstable to a stand-still’.
Bishop Peter thanked head teachers and teachers. ‘Its great
that you have all come’.

As always, the children were meticulously prepared. Prayer
batons from each school were carried in the entrance proces-
sion by students from St. Joseph’s High School, Slough and
St. Thomas Becket, Northampton. Bedford provided the
readers; the first reading by a pupil from St. John Rigby pri-
mary and the intercessions from St. Thomas More. The offer-
tory gifts were presented by pupils from Bishop Parker
school, Bletchley.

It happened to  be the feast of St. Edward The Confessor and
the readings reflected his feast; the call of David to be king,
and Christ’s proclamation of his mission in the synagogue in
Capernaum. Bishop Peter picked up the theme: ‘today we are
thinking about how God chooses each of us. God looks at the
heart and sees that we can be his friends. Pray that each of us
will be faithful friends of Jesus.

At the end of Mass each school was invited to choose a prayer
baton. It couldn’t be their own. It had to be for a different
school, for which in their own community they would pray
regularly. And then, so to lunch, after much enthusiastic
waving of school banners.
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Church Pews Uncomfortable?
Why not try

Top quality upholstered foam pew cushions?
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN

www.safefoam.co.uk
Freephone 0800 015 44 33

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class
mail When phoning please quote CN101

Pictures by Ann Hoskins & Neil Roseman
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S P E C I A L I S T  C H U R C H 
A U D I O  /  V I S U A L 

I N S TA L L AT I O N

Also serving Schools, Business and HomesAlso serving Schools, Business and Homes

Independent lighting design, consultancy and
supply service
Interior & exterior lighting of Cathedrals, 
Churches and other places of worship
Over 25 years experience of lighting ecclesiastical buildings
Latest unique ranges of energy saving, high performance, low maintenance
architectural lighting equipment, including commercial grade LED technology
Expert knowledge of all modern dimming/lighting control systems
Careful installation (if required) by a fully qualified and experienced team of
NIC EIC registered electricians, to the latest regulations
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

You are invited to a
Rosary gathering/procession on the vigil

Thursday 7th December 2017 
at the Angelus time of 6pm

Meeting outside
Christ the Cornerstone church

300 Saxon Gate West, 
Milton Keynes MK9 2ES

Our Lady promised: 
“The faithful children of the Rosary shall
merit a high degree of glory in Heaven.

For more information please phone
Monica on 07401 366 330
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Feast of the
Immaculate

Conception of
the Blessed
Virgin Mary

O Mary conceived without sin, pray for us
who have recourse to thee

         

The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.
Daily Mass is the
centre of community

Our Lady of FidelityOur Lady of Fidelity

life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF 
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY

Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS

Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001

Ministers of Religion

Twenty Milton Keynes teenagers spent
their half-term week in Rome, marking the
40 years of Celebration, the annual cate-
chetical weekend. The trip was led by Fr
Paul Hardy and adults from St. Edward’s. 

Rome was very crowded. They queued for
90 minutes to get into St. Peter’s. But they
saw all the sights, including the Wednesday
papal audience. There were two extra treats
– a tour of EWTs headquarters and a pad-
dle in Lake Albano. But by far the most
popular item on the trip was the ice cream.

An appreciative parent wrote: ‘We would
just like to thank you  and all those involved
in organising and leading the trip to Rome.

Our son thoroughly enjoyed the whole ex-
perience and I know he will cherish the
memories for ever. 

Please pass on our thanks and appreciation
for making the trip such a success’.

Another road to Rome
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0800 016 9727

Next day installation available
Stay in the home you love
For all types of staircase
Free survey and quote
365-day local service
 

“I no longer dread 
having to climb the    

 stairs.”
Mr. Rowe, Nottingham

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

FATIMA  |  ANNIVERSARY OF SR LUCIA

WE OFFER  
» Direct Àights from various airports in the UK 
» Fully escorted with professional guides  
» Return airport transfers  
» Great selection of hotels 
» Fully Àexible tailor-made itineraries 
» Bonded & fully licensed for ¿nancial protection

11 FEBRUARY  |  4 NIGHTS 
£429pps

£ only

» Direct, return Àights from London Heathrow
» Hotel accommodation on full board basis

» Comprehensive Religious Programme
» Led by Spiritual Director NOW TAKING2018   BOOKINGS

Our Lady of Peace
Nursery and Pri-
mary School Burn-
ham, Slough
celebrated the bless-
ing of the Statue of
Mary Immaculate
and the child
Jesus.  

Parents, Governors
and staff were in-
vited to attend the
Celebration of Holy
Mass, which was
held at Our Lady of
Peace  School on the
8th September, The
Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin
Mary.

Father Andrew
Richardson, our
parish priest and
chaplain, celebrated
Mass and blessed
the Statue of Mary
Immaculate and the
Child.  Mrs Jean O’-
Keefe, our head-
teacher, Mrs Jan
Holden the Deputy
headteacher, staff
and Year 6 pupils
all joined in praying  

Picture right:
The Angelus, led
Fr Andy and

pupils  

The Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP, Minister of State
for school standards has written to St.
Mary’s Primary schook in Aston Le Walls to
congratulate the school, staff and pupils in
their outstanding achidevement in the 2017
phonics screening chec

With 100% of pupils at St. Mary’s reaching
or exceeding the pass mark the school is in

the top 3% of all primary schools in the
country.

Early fluency in decoding is the first step in
acquiring the key skill of reading. There is a
substantial body of evidence demonstrating
that systematic phonics is the most effective
method for teaching children to read. The
success in teaching phonics means that

pupils are developing  a firm foundation in
reading, from which they can become in-
creasingly fluent and develop  a lifelong love
of reading.

St. Mary’s welcomes parents to visit the
school.

St Mary’s excels
in phonics

Mary Immaculate joins 
Our Lady of Peace

FINDING DIRECTION

Friday 2nd – Sunday 4th March 2018 

A Guided Retreat for 
Young Adults (18-40) at 
The Cherwell Centre, 
14, Norham Gardens, 
Oxford OX2 6QB

For more information and 
Booking Form contact

Anne Stewart    
astewart@shcj.org
Tel. 01253 318196

or aoconnor@shcj.org
Tel: 01865 552106

SOCIETY 
OF THE HOLY
CHILD JESUS

S         

Don't missDon't miss
out on out on 

Book yourBook your
advert nowadvert now
Please note the Please note the 

deadline for deadline for 
advertising is theadvertising is the

10th of 10th of 
each montheach month
TelephoneTelephone

07931 836906

Advertising
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Obituary

Canon Michael Griffiths died at Swansea on November 2. He was
69. Michael was ordained on June 2, 1979 and served as curate at
St. Patrick’s, Corby, until 1982. He became chaplain to Our Lady &
Pope John school until 1984. He then transferred to St. Joseph’s,
Bedford,  and became parish priest of St. Clare’s, Aylesbury from
1989 to 1992. This was followed  by time as parish priest in

Towcester, Great Missenden, Bourne End and Wellingborough. He
went to Our Lady’s, Luton in 2003 and, after a brief spell as chap-
lain in the South Atlantic he moved to Biggleswade in 2008 and
Our Lady’s, Corby, until his retirement  in 2014/ He was appointed
an Honorary Canon in 2007.

Canon Michael Griffiths

We are encouraged to live a lifestyle which is more aligned
with those who are poor and oppressed and to challenge our-
selves to see through the myths of materialism, consumerism
and wealth. The false beliefs which emanate from these
myths include the idea that more is better, there is no such
thing as enough, we will be happier with the newest
model/latest upgrade/latest fashion, the more financial secu-
rity we have the more secure we will feel, etc.  

But what these myths effectively do is to place our source of
happiness or security outside of ourselves, on exterior goods
or items, rather than drawing from our inner source of true
happiness and true security, therefore impoverishing our
inner life.  No wonder Pope Paul VI called the unrelenting de-
sire of the acquisition of worldly goods ‘soulstifling material-
ism’.  We know that deep down material goods cannot bring
us lasting happiness.  The irony is delicious; we are consumed
by consumerism, and impoverished by wealth.

Therefore this Christmas why not give World Gifts to your
friends and family?  World Gifts are CAFOD’s charity gift
range of unusual, ethical presents that will delight the recipi-
ents.  These gifts help transform the lives of poor communi-
ties and families in developing countries.  Now beat that for
gifts! 

Earlier this year we had Julian from Myanmar share his expe-
rience of working in the country and how difficult it was for
the Rohingya people.  Now over 500,000 people are esti-
mated to have fled into Bangladesh to escape violence in
neighbouring Myanmar.  

Rajida had to walk to the border while heavily pregnant. She
gave birth to her daughter in Bangladesh, under plastic sheet-
ing in the middle of a rice paddy.  She says, “When I saw that
she was healthy, I was so happy. I gave thanks to God.”

When you buy World Gifts for example emergency shelter,
you will give hope to refugee families whose lives have been
turned upside down.  In this case, CAFOD is working through
our partner, Caritas Bangladesh, to provide emergency shel-
ter, urgently needed food and clean water for families like Ra-
jida’s.  

As we prepare for Christmas we ask of ourselves whether we
are ready for the arrival of God into our
lives.  God’s gateway into this world is
through the poor, the displaced and the
marginalised, which it continues to be so
for today.  Unless we are Advent people,
waiting for the coming of Christ in ex-
pectant hope, we will surely miss God’s
arrival into the world today through
those who are poor and displaced.  That
is why we can say with confidence that
when the poor become invisible God be-
comes invisible

For more information please visit our
website or get in touch : Deborah Pur-
field  - 01844 274723,
northampton@cafod.org.uk

Give a Gift that makes
a difference this Christmas

Altar Servers
Bishop Peter has kindly agreed to celebrate the next annual
diocesan servers Mass at the cathedral on Saturday June 16,
2018, at noon.
Please put this date in your diaries as we would very much like
to see altar servers from all of our parishes to join with us at
what promises to be a memorable occasion.

Further details will  be circulated to parishes nearer the time.
In the meantime, if you are working as an MC in your parish
and would like to receive information and news from the
diocesan Guild of St. Stephen, please contact the Diocesan Di-
rector, Rev Peter Griffin on
pfgriffin@hotmail.co.uk
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I remember how all  
the colours looked.  
My favourite was  
yellow even  
though I can’t  
see it now.”Milly, 14 

“

I want to bring colour back to a child’s world
I’m supporting Christian Blind Mission

Registered in England and Wales under 1058162 and Scotland under SC041101

We like to contact our supporters with postal fundraising 
messages and updates from the projects we support. If you 
do NOT want to receive such messages from us in the future 
please contact our Supporter Care team on info@cbmuk.org.uk 
or via 01223 484700. Please leave your details so that we can 
claim Gift Aid.
In the event of there being insufficient funds to carry out a project, or in the event of a 
surplus arising on a project, any unspent funds will be used wherever the need is greatest.

I‘d like to give: 

 £24 could restore sight in an adult’s eye

 £48 could restore sight in both eyes of an adult

 £95 could restore the sight of a child like Milly
 Other: ______________

Increase the value of your gift by 25%

If you are a UK taxpayer and if you tick the Gift Aid box  
when you make a donation, HMRC will add an extra 25p  
for every pound you donate.

   I want to Gift Aid my donation and any donations I 
make in the future or have made in the past 4 years 
to Christian Blind Mission. I am a UK taxpayer and 
understand that if I pay less Income Tax or Capital 
Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all 
my donations in that tax year it is  
my responsibility to pay any difference.

Title:

Address:

Surname: First Name:

Postcode: 

...to proclaim freedom for 
the prisoners and recovery 
of sight for the blind, to set 
the oppressed free   Luke 4:18

Please return this form to:  
Freepost Plus RSKK-HXAX-CYGZ,  
CBM, Oakington Business Park, 
Dry Drayton Road, Oakington, 
CAMBRIDGE, CB24 3DQ

A1710PR-Y11

Payment details: 

   I enclose a cheque/postal order/ 
CAF voucher to: Christian Blind Mission

  OR Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro Card 

Card no.                        

Expiry date   /          3-digit security number    

 Signature     Date    /    /  

£95 can restore a child’s sight and 
bring colour back to their world.
Milly dreamed of becoming a nurse – until she was 
blinded by cataracts and lost her love for life. She  
was plunged into darkness and despair. Living in  
poverty in Uganda, East Africa, Milly’s family could  
not afford the sight-restoring surgery she needed. 

Will you donate £95 today and help a child see the 
colour and wonder of God’s creation once again?

When Dr Ludovica removed the patches from her  
eyes, Milly exclaimed in joy at the yellow Àowers  
on the surgeon’s dress. Imagine her excitement at  
seeing her favourite colour again? You can bring that 
happiness into someone’s life by supporting us today.

“Glory be to God, I can see!” Milly, 14

Please support Christian Blind Mission today  
and bring colour back into someone’s world.
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WE WOULD LIKE
TO THANK THE
SCHOOLS ON

THIS PAGE FOR 
SUPPORTING
THE PAPER 

Tyne Crescent, Bedford
MK41 7UL

Headteacher
Alison Wilshaw

Telephone 01234 400222

SStt TThhoommaass
MMoorree 

CCaatthhoolliicc
TTeeaacchhiinngg
SScchhooooll 

Catholic
Independent

School 
and Pre-school

for girls and boys
aged 3-11

Princes Risborough
Buckinghamshire, HP27 0JW
Headmaster Mr Simon Detre

01844 345005
www.st-teresas.bucks.sch.uk

St Mary’s is  in top 3% of all Primary Schools for
outstanding achievement in phonics. 

Parents welcome to visit school

s                 

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Henshaw Road, 
Wellingborough

NN8 2BE
Headteacher Mr C Robinson
Telephone 01933 224900

‘The staff and pupils at                       
St Michaels Catholic School would
like to wish readers of the Vine a

happy and holy Christmas’

St Michael's 
Catholic School

Daws Hill Lane, High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire HP11 1PW

[t] 01494 535196
[w] www.stmichaels.bucks.sch.uk

           

Are you interested in
Catholic Education?

If so, there is an opportunity to
be a Governor at

St Bernadette’s Catholic
Primary School in
Milton Keynes.

Why not call for an
informal chat with
Mary McGowan, 

Chair of Governors?
Contact her via the school

on 01908 692438 or 
stbernadettes@

milton-keynes.gov.uk

         

INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC DAY & BOARDING 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4 - 18 

WWW.THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM 

Thornton College, Convent of Jesus and Mary, 
Thornton, Milton Keynes, MK17 0HJ. 

My name is Michael Jones, I belong to the parish of
Holy Family, Langley. I’m a university student who
recently competed in the Reading Triathlon on Sun-
day 3rd September to fundraise for CAFOD.  I’m an
active person and I was looking for a challenge, both
mental and physical to keep me occupied. At the
same time I found out I could fundraise for any char-
ity of my choice, which gave me another incentive to
take up this challenge. I specifically chose CAFOD’s
Syria Crisis Appeal as the crisis is one that is spoken
about so much and deeply saddens me. I feel very
privileged to have good heath, a safe home and end-
less opportunities, so I felt compelled to raise aware-
ness through fundraising.   

The triathlon was an immense challenge, I trained as
hard as possible, twice a day for at least 3 hours of
strenuous exercise a day. I should be saying I’m glad
it’s over but the truth is I don’t know what to do with

myself now! The day before, I felt very calm and had
a blessing before Mass. On the day itself, I was very
nervous but I had amazing support from my Mum,
Dad, little brother Philip and my Auntie Christina
and Uncle Paul. They cheered for me at every stage
of the race, and I competed in all stages with a big
smile on my face. My dad funded all my training,
bike hire and gear. And my mum made sure I ate like
a king, with the most nutritional meals prepared
every day. I definitely couldn’t have done this with-
out my family, they were immense. Everyone that
donated and supported me gave me the confidence
to train harder and I am forever grateful for the sup-
port! Together, we’ve raised £934 and there is still
time for more! This experience has been one of the
best things I’ve ever done, I had so much fun, and
felt privileged to raise money for CAFOD and such a
worthy cause. I would definitely do it again! Fr Kevin
has said he’ll join me for the next Triathlon!

Our triathlon
boy

St Bernard’s 
Preparatory School

We invite you to come and visit us on our Open Mornings:
Thursday 1st February 2018 between 

9.30am and 11.30am and Saturday 3rd February
between  10.00am and 12.00pm
where you could  meet our 
Headmaster Mr N Cheesman 

A co-educational I.A.P.S. School 2 ½ -11years 
Hawtrey Close, Slough, Berkshire SL1 1TB.

Telephone : 01753 521821
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• Excellent across all areas in a recent  ISI Inspection
• An outstanding Catholic school embracing children 
of all faiths

• Excellent SATS results at KS1 and KS2
• Outstanding results at 11+
• A caring, committed and highly qualified staff
• Strong and effective partnership with parents
• Beautifully behaved and motivated children
• A wide range of after school activities and holiday 
clubs

              

5 x 2 required 
St Bernard’s Catholic 

Grammar School
1 Langley Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 7AF

Headteacher: Mr. Paul Kassapian MA
www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk

    

We invite you to our Christmas Fair on
Saturday, 2nd December 2017

1.00pm – 4.00pm
Christmas Blessings from 

St Bernard's School Community

s            


