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Kettering Syro-Malabar Community celebrated the feast
of Queen of Holy Rosary on 29th October 2017 at St.Ed-
wards Catholic Church Kettering. The preparation
prayer for this feast was well organised by the commit-
tee members. From 1st of October till 28th Oct, 5.15 to
6pm, there was a preparation prayer for the celebration
of the feast at different residence in the community.
Prayers were included with a rosary and a novena and
average attendance was 50 to 60 people including chil-
dren.

Church decorations were done by the community’s tal-
ented people and a team of around 18 people worked all
night to make the church beautiful for the celebrations.
Celebration started with rosary at 2.30pm on 29th Oc-
tober and Canon John hoisted the flag outside the
church at 2.45pm. After flag hoisting, holy mass started
and 5 priests combined together to celebrate the mass

and main celebrant was Fr.Tomy Chirackal Manaval.
our community’s priest in-charge Fr.Wilson Kottam
Msfs c-ordinated everything and Fr.Paul Gonzalez Msfs
(Assistant Priest, St.Edwards),Fr.Benny Valiyaveettil
Msfs, Fr.Roy Karakattu Msfs were the co-cele
\brants.

At the end of the holy mass, there were presentation of
awards for the winners of catechism from last academic
year. After the mass, there was a procession outside the
church which went through the street holding the statue
of our Lady and St.Thomas the Apostle. Around 300
people participated for the celebration including the
procession. At the end of the celebration there was a
gathering and food for all.

Binoy Kanjookkaran

West goes
east for
Marian 
devotion

A few weeks ago I saw the love
of a grandmother in action. I
was in the sacristy of a parish in
Swansea preparing for the Fu-
neral Mass of a Northampton
priest, Canon Michael Griffiths,
who retired to his native Wales
in 2014. The lady was quietly
checking every drawer and cup-
board, every nook and cranny in
the sacristy. She was looking for
her grandson’s house key which
he had lost when altar serving
the previous Sunday. She was so
happy when she found the key.
She knew that peace would be
restored for her grandson and
his mother, her daughter. It was
the grandmother’s love, more
than the key, which restored
harmony to the family.

With 24 hour news, we are all
conscious of the turmoil in peo-
ple’s lives. Perhaps that is true,
too, of our own lives. Where is
the direction, the meaning and
the harmony in what we are ex-

periencing? For all of us,
whether we believe or not, the
love in our midst is the love of
God who sends his only Son,
Jesus, to be with us.

That mystery begins to unfold
with Mary and Joseph, and the
birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. I
pray that that mystery of love
may unfold in your life and in
the lives of all whom you love.
May Jesus be your way, your
truth and your life.

May peace and harmony reign
in your hearts through the love
of God.

Happy Christmas!

Bishop of Northampton 

Bishop
Peter’s

Christmas 
message
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Getting 
into print

Send news reports, photos and other material to the editor, Fr. Paul
Hardy, St. Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shenley Church End, Mil-
ton Keynes MK5 6DX (vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon as we can find space for it.
Material should be emailed whenever possible. If this cannot be
done for digital pictures they should be sent to us on disc. Send pho-
tographs in jpg format, as separate attachments, and not embedded
in Word documents. Urgent and dated items should reach us by the
first Sunday of the month before publication.
A booklet of advice on writing news reports for The Vine is available
on request.

Parental permission must be sought before photographs of children
are sent for publication. While we accept unsolicited feature articles,
we reserve the right to edit the text or not to publish. Letters for
publication must include a name and address, which will be omitted
on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessarily those of the editor
or of the diocese. The publisher of The Vine deals with all advertis-
ing. To place an advert ring o1440-730399. For difficulties with dis-
tribution contact the editor.

The Syro-Malabar 
Community celebration

Malabar Syrian Catholics belong to an Eastern Catholic church based in Kerala, India. The chufrch is in full communion with the Pope, and
is governed under the Code of Canon Law for the eastern churches, At its head is an Archbishop/Cardinal. Its liturgy is a latinised version
of a rite which dates back to 3rd century Edessa.

Please support our Advertisers
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In November the Chiltern Catenian Circle
had their clergy night at the Chartridge Golf
Club for which six local priests and deacons
had accepted invitations. 

It commenced with a mass for the deceased
brothers of the circle which was celebrated
by Canon Vincent Berry who has just retired
at the age of 80. This was followed by a
meeting, an excellent dinner and the pre-
sentation of scrolls to long serving member
of the association.

More than sixty brothers with their ladies
and guests assembled for dinner and were
delighted to welcome David Taylor who was
the Grand President of the Catenian Associ-
ation in 2008 which was its centenary year. 

The highlight of the evening was the presen-
tation of scrolls to Brendon Sparks for 50
years and to Michael Stothard, John Cap-
stick and Odran Steed for 25 years of service
to the Catenians. Over the years all of them
have been president of the Chiltern Circle in
addition to holding many other offices
within the circle and the Association.

Pictures: David Taylor & 
John Capstick: 

Below, Odran Steed,
Bottom, Michael  Stothard.

Report: Michael Pitt-Payne

Catenians receive scrolls
for long service
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It was a unique occasion. Northampton Cathedral played host to
a service marking 500 years since Martin Luther began the re-
formation. It was a Lutheran service, but on the sanctuary,
among the Lutheran ministers, were the Anglican Bishop of
Brixwoth, the Rt Rev John Holbrook. Fr Phillip Swingler was
one of the organisers, and Bishop Peter gave the welcome and
the final blessing.

The service betrayed Luther’s Catholic origins. It began with a
penitential litany, using the ancient kyrie eleison response. It
continued with the Creed, the Lord’s prayer and Lutheran
hymns well known to Catholics.

The sermon was delivered by Rt Rev Jann Jeruma-Grinberga,
formerlyn bishop to the Lutherans of Great Britain, and now
chaplain to the Anglican community in Riga. ‘Its astonishing’
she said, ‘We are in a service organised by a Lutheran pastor, a
Catholic priest and an Anglican lay person, we gather together
to worship, to remember the beginnings of the Reformation 500
years ago in a Catholic Cathedral, and with a Lutheran bishop, a
woman to boot, preaching. Over the last year we have seen the
Pope and the President of the LWF embracing warmly and lead-
ing a service together in Lund. We have seen the Pope visit An-
glican and Lutheran churches in Rome. We have seen the
Archbishop of Canterbury affirming the Joint Declaration on the
Doctrine of Justification by Faith, signed by Lutherans and
Catholics almost 20 years ago. It all started in much more seri-
ous ways. For decades following 1517, Catholics burned Protes-
tants, Protestants hanged, drew and quartered Catholics, the
religious authorities everywhere persecuted and murdered An-
abaptists: and the leaders of the Muenster rebellion, tortured
and killed when the city was besieged, were displayed in cages
above St Lambert’s church for centuries.

There is more to do. Much more. As the conclusion of ‘From
Conflict to Communion’ says, “Lutherans and Catholics are in-
vited to think from the perspective of the unity of Christ’s body
and to seek whatever will bring this unity to expression and
serve the community of the body of Christ. Through baptism
they recognize each other mutually as Christians. This orienta-
tion requires a continual conversion of heart.”

In other words, we (and not just Lutherans and RC) are invited
to reorientate our thinking, so that we start always from a per-
spective of unity. We are going to have to take risks. We are
going to have to place ourselves entirely in God’s hands, and
trust that our loving Creator will guide us, keep us safe, as we
knock down the last remaining bricks. My prayer is that when
we celebrate 500 years since the beginning of the English Refor-
mation in 15 years time, it will be at a service where the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury and the Cardinal Archbishop celebrate
Holy Communion together; a service where a great procession
of British Christians - Baptists, Anglicans, Lutherans, Catholics,
Pentecostals, URC - walks between Westminster Abbey and
Westminster Cathedral to obliterate the last traces of the wall’-. 

Martin Luther was born in 1483. He stud-
ied at the university of Erfurt and in 1505
joined the Augustinian friars. Ordained
priest in 1507 he began teaching at the
university of Wittenburg and in 1512 was
made a Doctor of Theology. In 1510 he
had visited Rome on behalf of a number
of Augustinian friaries and was appalled
by the corruption he found. He became
increasingly angry about the clergy selling
indulgences. On October 31, 1517, he pub-
lished his ‘Ninety Five theses attacking
papal abuses and the sale of indulgences.

He had come to believe that we are saved
through faith and not through our own ef-
forts.  This turned him against many of
the teachings of the Church. The Pope ex-
communicated him and the Emperor de-
clared him a heretic and outlaw. He went
into hiding and returned to Wittenburg in
1522. There he married Katharina von
Bora, a former nun, with whom he had six
children. In 1534 he published a complete
translation of the bible into German.  He
died on February 18, 1546.

Pictures: above, an ecumenical gqthering.
First right is the Anglican bishop of Brix-
worth. Dirst left is a Lutheran parish
priest.

Left: the sermon

Catholics and
Lutherans

Celebrate Together
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· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

·A family run
Catholic Funeral Directors
·A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· In House Florist
· Pre-Paid funeral plans available

Chapels Of Rest in
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Arlesey 01462 337684

        

Funeral Services
Helping with all your needs

Dale & Sons Funeral Directors
Independent Family Owned 

Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
We provide an individual service, tailoring  each funeral to

the personal needs and requirements of the family.

01895 832220 (24hr)
22 Penn Drive,Denham, UB9 5JP
email: dalefuneralservice@gmail.com
www.dale-sons.co.uk

Granite headstones with sand-blasted lettering 
Prices start from £990

t      www.dale-s
e     
a      Buckingham  
d     

 

Areas covered: Buckinghamshire, Middlesex,
Hertfordshire, Surrey, West London, 

Greater London

We would like
to thank 

the advertisers 
for supporting 

the paper

Funeral Flowers

Sympathy flowers are special; they are often the final
flourish to a life lived, our parting gift as we say goodbye.

We like to take time to listen and sensitively consider
those details before creating something

unique and personal.

sarahmuddiman@yahoo.co.uk
www.spindleberryflowers.com

Tel:- 07738675727

"Compassionate care when you need it most"
Independent Family Funeral Directors with over 15 years experience

We cover Bedfordshire, Northamptonshire 
and Milton Keynes

• Cremations • Burials • Green Burials
• Private Chapel of Rest • Flowers • Catering

• Headstones • Pre paid Funeral Plans
• Home Arrangements • Personal Service

•24 Hour Service
01234 757529

www.haseldines.co.uk
192 High Street, Cranfield, MK43 0EN

Haseldine Funeral ServicesHaseldine Funeral Services

On Monday 30th October, St. Bernadette’s Catholic Pri-
mary School, Milton Keynes, celebrated the inaugural
blessing of its Prayer Garden. Many staff and families
came together for this special occasion. The blessing of the
statues was carried out by Fr. Pius during a special service
prepared by Sr. Yvonne Pilarski, the school chaplain.
There was a very beautiful candlelight procession and we
were delighted to have the finest October weather. 

Many thanks go to the Sisters of the Holy Cross who kindly
funded the statues of Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint
Bernadette

The Garden itself was constructed thanks to the generosity
of the whole school community, through the fundraising of
St. Bernadette’s Parents’ Association. 

Roses and adornments are given in memory of Miss Mar-
garet Barrick and Mrs Maureen Wheeler. 

For some time we had wanted to create a quiet yet distinc-
tive place where members of the school community could
go to pray and reflect. After deciding upon the best loca-
tion in the school grounds and a practical design, we asked
our Parents’ Association if they would raise the necessary
funds. The most important aspect of the project was
choosing the statues of Our Lady of Lourdes and Saint
Bernadette which were to be the focal point of the prayer
garden. 

We hope that the garden will be enjoyed and appreciated
by children, staff, parents and parishioners for many years
to come. 

Blessing for St Bernadette’s
Prayer Garden

Happy
retirement!

The Luton St Vincent de Paul group cele-
brated the recent retirement of Mary Gille-
spie and Andre Till from their group as a
thank you for their many years of service to
the society.

A lovely evening was had by all. Masses
were arranged within the parish for their
special intentions and we thought it would
be very fitting for them to have a mention
in the Vine.
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Stay awake
Pastoral ‘Letter’ for Advent

Bishop Peter launched his year of prayer
and vocation in a DVD sent to every parish. 

What do we hear Jesus saying to us at the
beginning of this season of Advent? “Stay
awake!” It is an invitation to prayer, to an
openness to God’s presence, and it is an in-
vitation to recognise and respond to God’s
call, to our different vocations and to our
vocation as a community on the journey of
faith.

Reflecting on his parish visitations he said,
‘It is uplifting to see developments in so
many parishes and a growing openness of
clergy and people to working together
across and between communities.

This season of Advent reminds us that we
are a people on the move, a pilgrim people.
We look forward to the second coming of
Christ and to the kingdom of heaven. We
should have our sights set on “the things of
heaven”, on how just and true, and how lov-
ing and forgiving we are.

In Advent we also look back to the first
coming of Christ. Have you thought about
the impact of that mystery on Mary and
Joseph, on the shepherds, the wise men
from the east who went home a different
way, and on us?

So, this Advent we need to look up and be
awake to the bigger picture of our different
vocations as disciples of Jesus and not re-
treat into our comfort zone.

What does that mean? Pope Francis re-
minds us that the Church’s mission is char-
acterised by love and mercy and that is only
possible when love and mercy are real and
present in you and in me. That is how we
are disciples and how we can draw others to
be disciples – the Gospel of love and mercy
is a source of hope and joy, not just for you
and me, but for everyone. What Pope Fran-
cis asks of us is a new humility, a deeper
love and tenderness and a passion for truth
and justice.

All this resonates with our own diocesan
journey over the last ten years. In 2007
when I presented my vision for the Diocese,
I said: “My vision for our diocesan family is
that, together and individually, we are
called to be a community who act justly,
love tenderly, and walk humbly with our
God.”

At that time our Pastoral Areas were cre-
ated and parishes were invited to find new
ways of working together for two main rea-
sons. One was for us to prepare to make
changes in the light of fewer priests. The
second was to help our Catholic communi-
ties to thrive in a fast changing world.

This all takes time and a change of attitude
from “what is the Church doing for me” to
“what are we, the Church, called to be and
to do for one another and in the service es-
pecially of those on the margins of society.” 

If you were around in the Diocese in 2007,
you will remember that I asked everyone to
embrace three “Cs” – Confidence in God
and in one another – Conversation with
God and conversation as a graceful way of
talking with one another about what is re-
ally important – and Connections to foster a
greater sense of belonging to Christ and his
Church and to find ways of connecting with
wider society.

The source of those three “C’s” remains our
friendship with Jesus. That friendship gives
hope and joy in our hearts.

Our sense of vocation means that we look
beyond ourselves, at how best we serve God
and his people. Our congregations have a
constantly changing character and in al-
most all parts of the Diocese there are ex-
panding housing developments.

An example of such change is Milton
Keynes celebrating its fiftieth anniversary
and due to double in size in the course of
this century. With this in mind, I have
amalgamated the two Pastoral Areas of Mil-
ton Keynes North and South, and we are es-
tablishing in the middle of Milton Keynes a
pastoral cluster to serve a number of the
parishes in the Pastoral Area. This will
allow for the necessary flexibility to develop
the mission of the Church and respond to
need.

It is a different model of working, and it will
need time to find its feet but already other
areas are looking at establishing a similar
kind of pastoral cluster.

I am launching a Diocesan Year of Prayer
and Vocation with those themes woven into
the life and worship of our parishes and
schools. Then with the power of prayer and
with an awareness of our vocation, we can

seek to make disciples, to make new friends
for Christ, and to do that with the confi-
dence, to have conversations and to make
connections. To help us to do that, we are
putting a new emphasis on adult formation
and the participation of us all.

A key priority in the Walking Humbly with
our God vision was and is the formation of
laypeople as well as clergy. Much good work
goes on but I am delighted that we have a
new initiative with the appointment of a
“Diocesan Pastoral Ministry Adviser.” The
brief for that role is initially to develop lay
chaplaincy provision in our hospitals, pris-
ons and universities, and to provide re-
newed opportunities within our Pastoral
Areas to form lay people to help progress
our Diocesan understanding of thriving
Catholic communities.

Please find simple ways to focus on your
prayer and your vocation throughout this
Diocesan Year of Prayer and Vocation. To
help us, prayer cards and other resources
are available today, and more will be made
available on the website each month.

I want to end, firstly, by thanking you all for
your goodness and your generosity and,
secondly, with part of the solemn blessing
for Advent: “As you run the race of this pre-
sent life, may the almighty and merciful
God make you firm in faith, joyful in hope
and active in charity. Amen.”

Bishop Peter has alerted the diocese to a
risk to our schools. In a letter to priests he
says, ‘In 2010 the Coalition Government
placed a faith-based admissions cap on new
free schools. In practise this means that
only 50% of oversubscribed places can be
allocated on the basis of faith. This has pre-
cluded the opening of new Catholic schools
as it would require Catholic schools to turn
away Catholic pupils in favour of other ap-
plicants. The government has acknowl-
edged that this policy discriminates against
Catholics and it is vital that the Catholic
community makes its voice heard on this
issue.

The Church has been working with Parlia-
ment and the government on this issue
since 2010. The Prime Minister reiterated
her belief that the cap should be removed in
2016 and the 2017 Conservative Party man-
ifesto promised to do so. However, the Sec-
retary of State for Education may be about
to reverse this decision. If she does it will
rob parents of their righgt to give their chil-
dren a Catholic education, and of their chil-
dren to receive one.

In an effort to show the Secretary of State
that this is a deeply important issue to the
Catholic community I am asking all priests
to raise this issue in their parishes.The

bishop ends with a note for parish newslet-
ters. ‘I also ask that you draw specific atten-
tion to the online form which can be used to
send an email to the Secretary of State reg-
istering a parishioner’s concern and asking
the Secretary of State to rethink this anti-
Catholic policy.

Visit http//catholicnews.org.uk/education-
cap or search for ‘Catholic education’

Justine Greening was appointed Secretary
of State for Education  and Minister for
Women and Equalities on July 14, 2016.
She was elected MP for Putney, Roehamp-
ton and Southfields in May 2005

Justine Greening

Challenge
to our
schools
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Also serving Schools, Business and HomesAlso serving Schools, Business and Homes

During the warm summer months
of June and July 2017, the students
at St Thomas More Catholic Sec-
ondary School were privileged to
have a number of visits form the
Bedford Chronicles who shared
their most recent project, ‘the Jour-
ney from Bunyan to the Brick-
works’. 

The team delivered assemblies
across school inspiring students and
staff about the life of John Bunyan
as well as the many individuals who
have journeyed from around the
world to be part of our Bedford
community today. A particular em-
phasis was placed on the experience
of the Italian community. 

Year 7 then received a series of
workshops through the History cur-
riculum and a group of Year 9 stu-
dents took part in a stained glass
window workshop and competition.
The students were given the task of
producing their own illustration of
the project in a template of a
stained glass window. 

On the last day of term the entries
were gathered together and as the
students left for their holidays, we
had the difficult task of choosing a
winner. It was a real challenge as
the standard of the entries was in-
credible! We chose our winner but
when the Bedford Chronicles ar-
rived to collect the chosen piece,
they were so pleased with our stu-
dents work that they took all of our
entries to use in the exhibition. 

On Saturday October 21st we gath-
ered at the Bunyan meeting house
for the opening of the exhibition
and the unveiling of the overall win-
ner whose image had been turned
into a stained glass window. We
were delighted to hear our entry
from Naomi Stokes now Year 10 at
St Thomas More was the winner!
Well done Naomi and congratula-
tions to the Bedford chronicles in
producing such an inspiring project
that has captured so many personal
journeys and stories.

From Bunyan to 
the Brickworks

To a d ve r t i s eTo  a d v e r t i s e
P h o n eP h o n e

01440 73039901440 730399
o ro r

07931 83690607931 836906
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
           Please remember my intention/s in prayer. 
  

…………......………....……........................................
...........………………..…….………............................
........................………………..….………...................
..................................................................................... 
 

        I would like to help your Mission Foundations.  
         My gift of £____ is enclosed (payable to Adorers 
         of the Sacred Heart of Jesus).  Thank you! 
 

          Please send me vocations information. 
 
 

Name:…….…………............................…........................ 
Address:…..………..............................................................
..……………………………………………………… 
…………….......……...........................……... Please print. 
REPLY TO: Mother General, Tyburn Convent, 8 Hyde 
Park Place, London, W2 2LJ            Tel.: 020 7723 7262 

Living in the heart of London, the 
Tyburn Benedictine Community 
has as its special mission, prayer 
for the people of England and 
Wales. Our monastery is built on 
the site of the Tyburn gallows 
where 105 Catholics were 
martyred during the reformation.  
Our life of prayer draws Sisters 
from many nations. 

 

Already 
We hold you in prayer. 

 

The Sons Of Divine Providence

Only Charity will save the world

Vocations Weekend
Friday evening January 12, 13, 14 2018

Friday evening February 16, 17, 18 2018

For men and women thinking of becoming

a priest or religious

Contact: Fr John C. Perrotta
21 Lower Teddington Road, Hampton Wick,

Kingston Upon Thames KT1 4HB

Tel: 07921 125283

Email:johnperrotta208@gmail.com

            

Scripture at Christmas
MY SOUL

GLORIFIES THE
LORD

One of the best-loved Christmas carols cele-
brates our Lady’s yes to God in the annunci-
ation,  which is this year’s gospel for the last
Sunday of Advent. The carol begins: “The
angel  Gabriel from heaven came, his wings
as drifted snow, his eyes as flame. ‘All hail,’
said he,  ‘thou lowly maiden Mary, most
highly favoured lady.’ Gloria!” The carol
goes on to report God’s unique call to our
Lady to become the mother of  our Saviour
Jesus: “For know, a blessed Mother thou
shalt be, all generations laud and  honour
thee. Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers
foretold, most highly favoured lady.’  Glo-
ria!” Thereafter, the carol emphasizes
Mary’s obedient response to God: “Then
gentle  Mary meekly bowed her head. ‘To
me be as it pleaseth God,’ she said.” Imme-
diately the carol refers to our Lady’s words
from her great hymn of praise, the Magnifi-
cat (Luke 1:46–55):  “My soul shall laud and
magnify his holy name. Most highly
favoured lady.’ Gloria!” The  carol echoes
her words at the visitation, when her
kinswoman Elizabeth recognized her as
the mother of the Lord: “My soul glorifies
the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God, my
Saviour.”  In the Magnificat, Mary gives
thanks that although she is a poor young
woman from  Nazareth, God has chosen her
for the most important task given to any
woman, past or future: “He looks on his ser-
vant in her lowliness; henceforth all ages
will call me blessed.” Indeed,  throughout
history, we remember our Lady’s unique
place in the story of our salvation, as
she sings: “The Almighty works marvels for
me. Holy his name!” Our Lady’s Magnificat
continues by recalling God’s ever-present

kindness: “His  mercy is from age to age, on
those who fear him.” She is aware that she
belongs to a long line of prophetic figures
from the Old Testament, who received
God’s mercy. Perhaps most  similar is the
figure of Hannah, mother of the prophet
Samuel. While she was childless, Hannah
prayed for a son, and eventually her prayer
was  answered. In her gratitude, she dedi-
cated her son to the service of God. Her son
Samuel grew  up to be a great prophet and
the one to anoint David as ruler of Israel.
The dark days of defeat in the time of Is-
rael’s judges ended with the coming of the
nation’s great king. Acknowledging that
God has given her a son, Hannah utters a
song of praise (1  Samuel 2:1-10) that re-
sembles the Magnificat: “My heart exults in
the Lord. My strength is  exalted in my God.
My mouth derides my enemies, because I
rejoice in my victory. There is  no Holy One
like the Lord.” Both Hannah and Mary were
lowly women lifted up by God, to play a
major role in  the story of the chosen peo-
ple. Hannah sings: “He raises up the poor
from the dust. He lifts  the needy from the
ash heap, to make them sit with princes,
and inherit a seat of honour.”  Similarly, our
Lady sings of God’s saving power: “He puts
forth his arm in strength, and  scatters the
proud-hearted. He casts the mighty from
their thrones, and raises the lowly.” Hannah
and Mary both recognize that God has
shown merciful kindness to those in  need.
Hannah sings: “The bows of the mighty are
broken, but the feeble gird on  strength.
Those who were full have hired themselves
out for bread, but those who were  hungry
are fat with spoil.” Our Lady also rejoices in

God: “He fills the starving with good
 things, sends the rich away empty.” In the
Magnificat, Mary expresses her joy that she
has become mother of the Saviour.  In this
way, God has also fulfilled his ancient
promises to the chosen people of Israel: “He
 comes to the help of Israel, his servant, re-
membering his mercy, the mercy promised
to our  fathers, to Abraham and his children
for ever.” When Abraham first left his own
country in answer to the divine call, God
made him  a promise: “I will bless you, and
make your name great, so that you will be a
blessing. 

“In you all the families of the earth shall be
blessed” (Genesis 12:2-3). Likewise, because
Mary  answered God’s call, all the families
of the earth are blessed. Later, when Abra-
ham had shown his total loyalty to God by
being willing even to  offer up his son, God
extended the promise: “In your offspring
shall all the nations of the  earth gain bless-
ing for themselves, because you have
obeyed my voice” (Genesis 22:18).  Now
Mary’s son, one of Abraham’s descendants,
was going to bring blessing to all the  na-
tions of the earth. The carol’s final verse
beautifully recalls our Lady’s role, which we
remember every  time we celebrate our
Lord’s birth: “Of her, Emmanuel the Christ
was born in Bethlehem, all  on a Christmas
morn. And Christian folk throughout the
world will ever say ‘Most highly  favoured
lady.’ Gloria!” 

 Scriptural Notes by
Father Jeremy Corley
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0800 016 9727

Next day installation available
Stay in the home you love
For all types of staircase
Free survey and quote
365-day local service
 

“I no longer dread 
having to climb the    

 stairs.”
Mr. Rowe, Nottingham

JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

FATIMA  |  ANNIVERSARY OF SR LUCIA

WE OFFER  
» Direct ights from various airports in the UK 
» Fully escorted with professional guides  
» Return airport transfers  
» Great selection of hotels 
» Fully exible tailor-made itineraries 
» Bonded & fully licensed for nancial protection

11 FEBRUARY  |  4 NIGHTS 
£429pps

£ only

» Direct, return ights from London Heathrow
» Hotel accommodation on full board basis

» Comprehensive Religious Programme
» Led by Spiritual Director NOW TAKING2018   BOOKINGS

Try something that is calorie-free and not
injurious to your health.  In fact, very benef-
cial as you will be able to deepen your faith,
meet people, take action andstand in soli-
darity alongside our brothers and sisters all
over the world who are affected by injustice
and poverty.  By sharing your time, gifts
and talents to helpothers in their hardship
you will have a life giving and joyful experi-
ence.  There is something for everyone in a
variety of lifestyles.  School: We   need
volunteers   to   go   into   our  Catholic
schools  to   inspirestudents to act on their
sense of justice.  You don’t have to be a
teacher to dothis role, only a passion for
CAFOD’s work and an ability to communi-
cate wellwith children and young people.

All necessary training, travel expenses an-
dresources will be provided.
Parishes: we need people to help raise
awareness and promote the two FastDays a
year.   Even if your parish already has a
CAFOD volunteer, we wouldlove more peo-
ple to be involved so that people feel sup-
ported and can sharethe work.  If you enjoy
public speaking, you could give the fast day
talk at masses tothank the parish and ex-
plain how they have helped in CAFOD’s
work.If you enjoy organising events and can
encourage others, we would love tohear
from you too.
Home: As one of CAFOD’s main role is
campaigning, we need people to writeto
their MP about three times a year on issues

of importance for which we willprovide all
the information needed.  If you have only
5mins, then signing anonline petition and
encouraging others to do likewise will be
great.  This cancause really change.For
those   using   social   media,   we   need
your   help   to   share   our   news   ande-
vents with your friends and family. Please
get in touch for more information on 01844
274 723 or northampton@cafod.org.uk  Do
what you love and do it for CAFOD! Thank
you all for your support in 2017 and wishing
you a very Joyful and Blessed New year!

Deborah Purfeld –    
CAFOD Coordinator -  Northampton

Printed on
100%

recycled
paper

Please
recycle this

paper

16-18 March 2018
Wistaston Hall, 89 Broughton Lane,

Crewe CW2 8JS

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
AWARENESS WEEKEND

Speaker; Sister Patricia Mulhall CSB
Sister Patricia is a Brigidine sister who has
been campaigning in the area of human
trafficking since 2006, nationally through
TRAC and internationally through RENATE
[Religious in Europe Networking Against

Trafficking and Exploitation] .

For more information contact 

Sophie Rudge

sophierudge@btinternet.com

SOCIETY 
OF THE HOLY
CHILD JESUS
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My name is Matthew McHugh. I was a
parishioner at Saint Mary’s church Woburn
Sands and The Chapel at Cranfield Univer-
sity for over forty years and being appointed
to the Eucharistic ministry by the late Fa-
ther Stan Condon.

At that time I lived in Cranfield and was a
self employed electrician carrying out a lot
of work for the general and Christian com-
munity. In 1999 I was involved with the dis-
mantling of the original organ in the church
of S.S, Peter and Paul in Cranfield and in-
stalling a replacement organ.

The original organ was installed in 1835.
The pipes from the original organ were
wooden and I was able to purchase four of
these pipes. In 2011 my wife and I decided
to move to Rouzede in the Charente,
France. Since living here I become involved
with the church and continued my Eu-
charistic Ministery. Although I am an elec-
trician, I have always been interested in
woodwork and this, beside other things it is
my main hobby. So, one day I pondered

over the said organ pipes that I brought
with me from England and came up with
the idea of making a display unit for our
lounge.

I set to work and completed the job in June
2017. I was pleased with the end result. 

In our village of Rouzede we have quite a
close and friendly community, and there-
fore we have quite a few occasional visitors.

One of these visitors is Madame Lucette
Jaubert who is sacristan to the village
church of The Notre Dame in Rouzede. She,
after seeing the the display unit that I had
made, asked me if it could be possible to
make one for the church. So I made another
display unit and installed it adjacent to the
twelfth century baptismal font in the
church. The community and clergy are very
pleased with it.

I also added a notice explaining the history
and origin of the organ pipe in French and
English.

Meadow House Hospice in West
London celebrated its 30th anniver-
sary in September. The hospice
which was founded by Maria Bren-
nan MBE, the wife of Gerry Brennan
of South Bucks Circle, takes its
name from the Meadow Butterfly
adopted as the hospice emblem.
When opened in 1987 by broad-
caster and journalist Martyn Lewis
(now Sir Martyn) it was one of the
first of its kind. It is now one of the
leading NHS hospices in the coun-
try.

The occasion had a strong Catenian
flavour as Gerry and Maria were ac-
companied by two other Catenians;
long term and active supporters of
the hospice: John Sharkey, Provin-
cial President of Province 8, and
Frank Faulkner of West Middlesex
Circle.  Also present at the anniver-
sary celebration, were the hospice’s
patron John Sergeant TV Presenter
(and star of “Strictly”) and Sir Mar-
tyn. 

Pictured are: Sir Martyn, John
Sharkey, Maria Brennan,

John Sergeant, Gerry Brennan
and Frank Faulkner.  

Photo by Malcolm Mc-
Nally - Irish Post

Catenians celebrate
hospice

From an organ 
in Cranfield
to a shrine 
in Rouzede
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Davis is living his childhood in darkness. Will you 
help a child see the wonder of God’s creation?

Dear The Vine reader,

As a fellow Christian, I wanted 
to share with you how incredibly 
powerful it is to witness a child 
seeing for the first time, after eye 
surgery.

As we carry out our work with 
Christian Blind Mission, we are 
constantly moved by the astonishment 
and wonder on the faces of children 
when the bandages are removed and they 
get their first clear look at their 
smiling loved ones. 

8-year-old Davis has cataracts.  
He has been barely able to see. 
But we know that a simple 45-minute 
procedure could restore his sight.

Just think, in under an hour his 
entire life could be transformed. 
Instead of living with darkness, 
frustration and exclusion he could

have light, colour and a future 
filled with opportunity. He could do 
well at school and find a way out of 
poverty.

The cataract removal surgery costs 
£95, but his family can barely afford 
even basic necessities, so I am 
turning to you in the hope that you 
can help.

If you could send a gift of £95 today, 
you could pay for a child like Davis’ 
surgery. You could open his eyes to 
the beauty of God’s creation. And 
we’ll send you an update on how Davis’ 
surgery goes.

God bless you,

 

Andrea Brandt von Lindau 
Programme Manager for Inclusive  
Eye Health

“ Open my eyes, that I may see wonderful things.”
- Psalm 119:18
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Please return this form to: Freepost Plus RSKK-HXAX-CYGZ, CBM,  
Oakington Business Park, Dry Drayton Road, Oakington, Cambridge CB24 3DQ

We will send you an update on how Davis’ surgery goes.

Yes, I will give £95 to make a blind child see the wonder of God’s creation.
I will give:  £95    My choice amount of: ___________

Title:  First Name:  Surname:   

Address: 

 Postcode:   

If you are a UK taxpayer and if 
you tick the Gift Aid box when 
you make a donation, HMRC 
will add an extra 25p for every 
pound you donate.

 I want to Gift Aid my donation 
and any donations I make in the 
future or have made in the past 4 
years to Christian Blind Mission. I 
am a UK taxpayer and understand 
that if I pay less Income Tax or 
Capitals Gains Tax than the amount 
of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my 
responsibility to pay any difference.

We will need your name and 
address to claim the additional 
25% of your donation from  
Gift Aid.

Increase the value 
of your gift by 25%

Christian Blind Mission is a huge inspiration to me. It works in more than 60 countries, including 
some of the world’s poorest communities, to restore sight, mobility and independence to people 
living with disability. It’s putting Christ’s love into action for the most marginalised people.  
Will you join Christian Blind Mission by supporting this amazing work?
Diane Louise Jordan, Friend of CBM

  I enclose a cheque/postal order/CAF voucher made out to CBM or
 Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro Card/CAF Card 

Card holder’s name: 

Card number:                     Expiry date: M M / Y  Y   

security number:    signature:       Date:   /   /   
3-digit Cardholder’s

Davis’ cataracts means he’s 
been living in darkness

He can hardly see objects in 
front of him

Your gift could help a child 
see and transform a life

Call 01223 484700 to 
make your donation 
today. THANK YOU.

In the event of there being insuf cient funds to carry out a project, or in the event of a surplus arising on a project, any unspent funds will be used wherever the need is greatest.

We’d love to keep you informed about our work and how your support is transforming lives.   
If you are happy to hear from CBM UK by email or phone, please let us know your details:

Phone:   Email:    
We like to contact our supporters with postal fundraising messages and updates from the projects 
we support. If you do NOT want to receive such messages from us in the future  
please contact our Supporter Care team on info@cbmuk.org.uk or via 01223 484700
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WE WOULD LIKE
TO THANK THE
SCHOOLS ON

THIS PAGE FOR 
SUPPORTING
THE PAPER 

Tyne Crescent, Bedford
MK41 7UL

Headteacher
Alison Wilshaw

Telephone 01234 400222

SStt TThhoommaass
MMoorree 

CCaatthhoolliicc
TTeeaacchhiinngg
SScchhooooll 

St Bernard’s Catholic 
Grammar School

1 Langley Road, Slough, Berkshire SL3 7AF
Headteacher: Mr. Paul Kassapian MA

www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk

Sixth Form 
Information Evening

September 2018 Entry
Thursday 18th January 

at 7pm
Christmas Blessings 

from 
St Bernard's School 

Community

              

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC 
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

Amersham Road,
Chesham Bois ,

Amersham HP6 5PL
Headteacher Mr Holdsworth

Telephone 01494 726390

Occupation Road, Corby
Northants NN17 1EE

01536 203805
www.ourladys.co.uk

Headteacher: Mrs Maire Hayes
Please join us for our 
Christmas Fete

on Monday 18th December
2pm onwards

We also welcome you to our 
Open Days

on Monday 8th January and 
Thursday 11th January
Between 9.30-4.30

Our Lady of 
Walsingham 

Catholic Primary School

               

St Bernard’s 
Preparatory School

We invite you to come and visit us on 
our Open Mornings:

Thursday 1st February 2018 between 
9.30am and 11.30am and Saturday 3rd February

between  10.00am and 12.00pm 
where you could  meet our 

Headmaster Mr N Cheesman 

A co-educational I.A.P.S. School 2 ½ -11years 

Hawtrey Close, Slough, Berkshire SL1 1TB.
Telephone : 01753 521821

              

INDEPENDENT CATHOLIC DAY & BOARDING 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS AGED 4 - 18 

WWW.THORNTONCOLLEGE.COM 

Thornton College, Convent of Jesus and Mary, 
Thornton, Milton Keynes, MK17 0HJ. 

 

ST TERESA’S SCHOOL 
Catholic Independent School & Pre-school  

A Catholic School for children of all faiths and none 

www.st-teresas.bucks.sch.uk   
Aylesbury Road, Princes Risborough, Bucks HP27 0JW 

Tel: 01844 345 005 email office@st-teresas.bucks.sch.uk 
Member of ISA & CISC 

Co-educational for rising 3 to 11 year olds 
Small class sizes and excellent pastoral care 

High level of expectation and good academic results 

 Open Mornings  
Thursday 22nd February 2018      9.00 am—11.00 am 
Saturday 24th February  2018    10.00 am—12.00 pm 

 

Or call to make an appointment 

Football high flyer David Dein, former Vice
Chairman of Arsenal Football Club and the
Football Association, visited Milton Keynes
to share his secrets for success with St
Paul’s Sixth Form students and to take part
in a question and answer session.

David spoke to students about how the Pre-
mier League was formed and the impact it

has had on English football.  He talked
about the importance of sticking together as
a team and how behaviour and attitude are
essential to success.  David also shared his
‘motto of the turtle’ which was “you don’t
get anywhere unless you stick your neck
out.”  

Jennifer Appleby, Head of Sixth Form, said:

“David instilled in our students that to be
successful they need to be hardworking, to
have a vision for where they want to get to
in life and to be courageous.  These are im-
portant messages for them to take forward
as they think about their futures in higher
education, apprenticeships or the work-
place.” 

Last year the Daily Mail published a list of
the 50 most influential people in the history
of the Premier League and David Dein was
in the top ten with people like Sir Alex Fer-
guson.  These days David spends much of
his time speaking in schools and prisons as
well as businesses – he recently spoke to
students of the world renowned Harvard
Business School in Boston.

Sharing the secret of success

Contact Kimberley
by phone
07931836906
or email
kimberlya@cathcom.org

Printed on 100%
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