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Mellor and Mottram, established in 1973, provide and install solutions for the
specialist heating needs of  all churches including Victorian and medieval
churches throughout the UK. Church heating systems can be designed for either
traditional boilers and radiators or warm air. We can provide gas, oil and boiler
heating equipment. At Mellor and Mottram we have the design and installation
expertise to advise you impartially of  the most suitable heating system for your
church. Free surveys and impartial advice, contact Stuart Mottram
Unit 20, Britannia Business Park, North Road, Cobridge, 
Stoke on Trent, ST6 2PZ
Freephone: 0800 644 6240 Mob: 07836 622439 Fax: 01782 268725
Email: sales@mellorandmottram.co.uk Web: www.mellorandmottram.com

MELLOR
&MOTTRAM LTD
INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL HEATING ENGINEERS

Church Heating Solutions

M           

Mellor and Mottram, established in 1973, provide and install solutions for the
specialist heating needs of  all churches including Victorian and medieval
churches throughout the UK. Church heating systems can be designed for either
traditional boilers and radiators or warm air. We can provide gas, oil and boiler
heating equipment. At Mellor and Mottram we have the design and installation
expertise to advise you impartially of  the most suitable heating system for your
church. Free surveys and impartial advice, contact Stuart Mottram
30a Sandon Road, Meir, Stoke on Trent, Staffordshire ST3 7DL
Freephone: 0800 644 6240 Mob: 07836 622439 Tel: 01782 274537
Email: sales@mellorandmottram.com  Web: www.mellorandmottram.co.uk

Students and families from St John Rigby Pri-
mary and St Joseph’s & St Gregory’s Primary
of the Bedford Catholic Schools, have donated

football boots, trainers and kit to children in the
poor communities of Soyapango, San Salvador with
the charity Avoca.

Avoca supports communities in Central American
countries by raising funds for social and environ-
mental projects which aim to help people improve
their quality of life.

The football coaching side of the charity, Avoca Es-
peranza (Hope), now in its 10th year, was set up by
Graham Millie, who used to teach at BCS, and Peter
Bull.  

This year, Avoca Esperanza delivered coaching to
over 500 children in one central venue during
Easter week. The children came from different
communities and would normally not be able to so-

cialise with one another due to gang boundaries.
They also delivered a coach education course for
over 40 young adults, the aim being to create posi-
tive young role models in communities so troubled
by gang and drug cultures. 

‘At the end of the week, all the children and com-
munity leaders came together for a large prize giv-
ing celebration where the children received
certificates and the donations of boots/football
shirts from BCS. The community leaders ensured
every child that needed boots or trainers received a
pair, whilst others were gifted a football shirt.

We are proud to be supported by the Bedford
Catholic Schools and it is a real pleasure to be able
to take across donated boots, trainers and football
shirts. The children of Soyapango are hugely grate-
ful and would love to say thanks to each and every
one of you in person.’ (Graham Millie, Avoca Esper-
anza) 

If this Vine has come into yourhands around the last weekend
of May, the world of Data Protec-
tion Law has just changed in a
fairly massive way. 

On the 25th of May the Europe-
wide General Data Protection Reg-
ulation came into force, enacted
into UK law by a new Data Protec-
tion Act.  We signed up to it in
2016, before the Referendum, so it
isn’t negated by Brexit and we all
have to comply. 

This affects the Church as much as
it affects businesses, schools, Gov-
ernment departments and other
charities. 

It is all about raising the impor-
tance of our privacy and controlling
how our personal information is

shared around. And it will require
our Parish and Diocesan offices to
be still more careful about com-
puter security, mailing lists and
censuses. 

As with Safeguarding, it may mean
more inconveniences in our lives
and our offices. But as with Safe-
guarding, we will get used to it; and
certainly we have a duty to our
parishioners to act as Good Stew-
ards of personal and sensitive in-
formation. Indeed, that duty has
been very familiar territory to our
Confession-hearing priests for
hundreds of years ! 

The Diocese has appointed Brin
Dunsire, who may be known to you
as the website manager, Archivist
and former Planned Giving ad-
viser, as its Data Protection Man-

ager. By the time you read this, he
will have made a start on running a
series of awareness-raising presen-
tations around the Diocese, to be
followed up by visits to all the
parish offices. So guidance and
support is available. 

He and Tim Redding, the Financial
Secretary, have been working on a
national group helping to prepare
the Catholic Church in England &
Wales for the new regime. 

At the time this was written, he was
intending to have a collection of
Policies and Data Protection
clauses available on
www.northamptondiocese.org. If
you have specific queries, contact
Brin on brin@nrcdfinance.com or
on 01844 273337. 

Mind your Data

Boots from
Bedford
schools

Marriage
Mass
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The Swiss Guard has broken with centuries of tradition
by adopting new helmets that are made out of plastic and
created by a 3D printer. 

The new helmets are lighter to wear and, at £740 each,
around half the cost of the old metal ones.

Each pvc helmet is stamped with gthe coat of arms of
Pope Julius 11, who founded the private afrmy of mer ce-
nary troops in 1506 and was known as ‘the warrior pope’.
They are also resistant to UV rays. Guards spent much of
their time standing outside the Vatican, halberds in hand.
The new headgear was presented by Christoph Graf, trhe
commander ocf thde corps ahead of an annual swearing

in ceremony in April.

Thirty two new recruits, all of them Swiss Catholic men
under the age of thirty joined the force for a minimum of
two years.

They wear distinctive striped blue, red and gold uniforms.
For the most formal ceremonies they add a large whitde
ruff, plate armour and an ostrich plumed helmet.

Although they undertake their ceremonial duties with
swords, halberds and pikes they carry na range of modern
firearms, including when deployed in plain clothes
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Getting into
print

Send news reports, photos and other material to the editor, Fr. Paul Hardy, St.
Edward’s, Burchard Crescent, Shenley Church End, Milton Keynes MK5 6DX
(vine01@btopenworld.com).

We promise to print your news as soon as we can find space for it. Material
should be emailed whenever possible. If this cannot be done for digital pic-
tures they should be sent to us on disc. Send photographs in jpg format, as
separate attachments, and not embedded in Word documents. Urgent and
dated items should reach us by the first Sunday of the month before publica-
tion.

A booklet of advice on writing news reports for The Vine is available on re-
quest.

Parental permission must be sought before photographs of children are sent for
publication. While we accept unsolicited feature articles, we reserve the right to
edit the text or not to publish. Letters for publication must include a name and
address, which will be omitted on request.

The content of each issue is decided by the editor.

Views expressed in The Vine are not necessarily those of the editor or of the dio-
cese. The publisher of The Vine deals with all advertising. To place an advert ring
o1440-730399. For difficulties with distribution contact the editor.

Publisher:  Bellcourt Ltd, N2 Blois Meadow Business Centre,  Steeple Bump-
stead, Haverhill, Suffolk, CB9 7BN Telephone:  0207 112 6710 
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Join  

us on

The Pilgrims Choice
Join the Diocesan of Northampton 

Lourdes Pilgrimage
with Bishop Peter Doyle

and the Catholic Association

Tangney Tours

2018 theme - “Do whatever He tells you”

By air - from £849 per person
Flights direct from Birmingham and 

Stansted 24th - 31st August

www.tangney-tours.com
e-mail: sales@tangney-tours.com

FREE BROCHURE LINE: 0800 917 3572

www.tangney-tours.com/CA

Fatima by air - From London Heathrow

11 Sept 6 Nights From £679 pp inc. ights

Holy Land Pilgrimages

12 Nov 7 Nights From £999 pp plus ights

Rome, San Giovanni & Assisi

15 Oct 7 Nights From £729 pp plus ights

Lourdes by air - From Stansted

29 June 1 Night

13 July 7 Nights

From £249 pp Inc. ights

From £599 pp Inc. ights

3 Sept. 4 Nights From £575 pp Inc. ights

12 Oct. Day trip From £149 pp Inc. ights

          

News beyond Northampton

Don'tDon't
miss outmiss out

onon

Book yourBook your
advert nowadvert now

Please note the  deadline
for advertising

is the 10th of each month 

TelephoneTelephone
01440 730399

Advertising

The story of Edgardo Mortara, a
Jewish boy seized from his family
and raised as a Catholic — after
Pope Blessed Pius IX learned he
had been secretly baptized by a
nursemaid — prompted an im-
mediate outcry in 1858.

A century and a half later, the
story has sparked a fresh burst of
controversy, amid reports that a
translation of Mortara’s memoir,
written after he grew up to be-
come a Catholic priest and often
expressed “gratitude” for the
Pope’s intervention, had been
“doctored” to place Pius’ decision
in a more “sympathetic” light.
Father Mortara’s complex story
is now the subject of an upcom-
ing Steven Spielberg film, and a
2017 English-language transla-
tion of his “doctored” memoir
has renewed debate over the
Pope’s actions.

The 6-year-old son of Jewish
parents in Bologna, one of the
largest cities of the Papal States,
Edgardo was secretly baptized
when he was an infant by his 16-
year-old nursemaid, after he fell
ill and doctors feared he would
die. When government authori-
ties in Bologna learned what had
happened, they followed Church
law and decreed that he should
be educated as a Catholic.
Edgardo was “sequestered” from
his family and brought to Rome
at Pope Pius IX’s direction. Edu-
cated by the Order of the Canons

Regular, he later entered the
order as a 16-year-old novice.
Last month, David Kertzer, the
Pulitzer-prize-winning Brown
University was the first to raise
questions about the Italian trans-
lation of Mortara’s autobiogra-
phy by Vittorio Messori, the
Italian Catholic journalist “In
reading the Italian text, I found
many elements that were histor-
ically inaccurate, but I was not
sure to what extent those inaccu-
racies were the work of Mortara
himself … or had been the result
of changes in the Mortara text in-
troduced by Messori,” 

Rome Bologna
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170mm x 4 to fillWE WOULD LIKE
TO THANK THE
SCHOOLS ON
THIS PAGE FOR 
SUPPORTING
THE PAPER 

ST JOHN RIGBY PRIMARY
ST JOSEPH’S & ST GREGORY’S PRIMARY

ST THOMAS MORE SECONDARY
INSPIRIT ST THOMAS MORE TEACHING SCHOOL

Executive Principal: Mr Tony Bishop
Tel: 01234 334635   

bedfordcatholicschools.org
@BedsCatholicEd

BedfordCatholicSchools

        

OUR LADY’S
CATHOLIC PRIMARY

SCHOOL
Henshaw Road,
Wellingborough
NN8 2BE
Headteacher
Mr C Robinson

Telephone 01933 224900

50mm x 2

A highlight of  Northampton Circle's recent
St. Georges Night Dinner and Dance was the
presentation  of  a cheque to Northampton's
Nazareth House.  Northampton Circle  chose
Nazareth House as one of the four charities
to support  during 2017/18.  A cheque for
£500 was presented by President Terry Joyce
to Sister Celine-Marie Donnelly, Sister Supe-
rior of Nazareth House who warmly thanked
the Circle for its generous and continuing
support.  Northampton Circle's association
and support for Nazareth House goes back
for almost a century.

As Northampton Circle celebrates the cente-
nary of its inauguration this year it is inter-
esting to record that the following was
reported in the December 1918 copy of
Catena,  the Catenian Association's  monthly
house  publication "The Circle decided to un-
dertake the arrangements for a Grand Con-
cert to be held in aid of Nazareth House early
in January 1919.  Mr. Gervase Elwes kindly
consented to provide the whole of the
artistes.  The members have raised a good
sum of money amongst themselves and from
friends towards this very deserving institu-
tion and have succeeded in relieving the re-

cent pressing needs which have been caused
mainly by the withdrawal of contributions
owing to the war".

The February 1919 Catena referred to "satis-
factory accounts were given of various mat-
ters in connection with Nazareth House,
Northampton.  A Grand Concert, given by
Mr. Gervase Elwes in aid of the building debt
(the arrangements for which were almost
wholly in the hands of a committee of the Cir-
cle), was a great success, over £420 being re-
alised [equivalent to over £15k at today's
value].  The general fund, started a few
months ago to assist the Sisters tie over the
winter months, has reached £340 [equivalent
to over £12k at today's value]  the greater por-
tion of this amount being collected by mem-
bers of the Circle".  Further information
about the Catenian Association may be found
at www.thecatenians.com.

Picture: Sister Celine-Marie Donnelly
receiving the cheque from the Circle

President, Terry Joyce.

Catenians support
Nazareth House

Deacon 
delivers

Brin Dunsire, the
Permanent Deacon
at St. Augustine’s,
High Wycombe, en-
courages people to
join the newly-
formed Society of St.
Vincent de Paul Con-
ference.

The conference got
off to a flying start
with eight members.
They held their first
meeting on April 5.

The May Fayre,
which is held on the
Rye in High
Wycombe was an ex-
cellent opportunity
to promote the new
Conference.

COPY
DATE
FOR
JULY
2018 

1 JUNE 
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Blaze ‘18
On Saturday 28 April, NYMO hosted the annual Blaze retreat day for
341 of this year’s confirmandi at the Ridgeway Centre in Milton
Keynes.

The day was an excellent opportunity for young people at varying
stages in their confirmation programmes to enjoy a retreat with oth-
ers beyond their own parishes and to meet Bishop Peter.  

Confirmandi spent the day mixing in mixed parish groups, and at-
tended a host of workshops and performances led by speakers who
were using their chosen skill or vocation as a vehicle to express their
faith.  Workshops included music, art, boxing and talks from Pax
Christi and The Columbans.

The young people were treated to thought provoking performances
and workshops from the Rise Theatre company, and were entertained
during lunch by Christian street magician Andrew Thornton.  The
Sacrament of Reconciliation was available to all as our visiting priests
heard confessions throughout the lunch break.

We were particularly excited to welcome Will Hince as one of the
workshop leaders.  Will runs True Survivor: Beyond the Wild, an
apostolate blending outdoor survival skills with the elements of our
faith required for spiritual survival, such as Confession and the Eu-
charist.  On 27 May, Will will be taking a group of young men aged
13-18 from the Northampton diocese to experience a few days in the
wilderness; there are still a few spaces left for any young men who are
interested.  

The confirmation candidates were given the opportunity to put what-
ever questions they wished to Bishop Peter, who valiantly fielded in-
terrogations on all subjects, from world politics and Catholic teaching,
to his own experiences as a priest and Bishop.  We can reveal that he
enjoys classical music and the Beatles, and that his most memorable
day was his ordination. 

Blaze 2018 finished on a high with Mass, and a meditation on what it
means to be the branches of the true vine – connected to Jesus and
to one another.

The highlights of the day were beautifully captured by Don Lewis of
www.donlewisphotography.com.  
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The annual Mass for married couples had to
be rescheduled because of the ‘beast from the
east’ which blocked the roads with snow. It
was eventually celebrated at Holy Family,
Slough on April 14.

The parish laid on the warmest of welcomes.
Parish worker Kieran McKeon had arranged
an electronic display shown while people
waited. It showed the finer points of the re-
cently refurbished and extended church.
Bishop Peter was, as usual, the principal cel-
ebrant and the local priests concelebrated.
Readers, musicians and servers played their
part to perfection.

Bishop Peter spoke of the vocation of mar-
riage and the marriage covenant that
strengthens the bond of peace, charity love
and commitment to children. He went on to
emphasise that from the marriage bond flows
the gift of children, and it is from them that
new priests are added to the diocese.

The Bishop then invited the couples to reded-
icate themselves to each other. ‘We pledge
ourselves anew’, they said, ;to love and hon-
our each other for better, for worse, for
richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health,
till death do us part. We pledge ourselves
anew to love and support our children and to
share with them all we value’. The whole con-
gregation then continued ‘we pledge our-
selves anew to be loyal, considerate and
forgiving to all those with whom we live, that
in our home we may find Christ and in our
lives others may see him’. The Bishop then
prayed for the couples: ‘bless them,
strengthen their faith, confirm them in hope
and let them grow in love’.

The Mass ended with the distribution of cer-
tificates to those celebrating significant an-
niversaries. Lots of applause went to those
marking sixty or fifty years. But one couple
were delighted to be celebrating their first an-
niversary. No matter what they were mark-
ing, generous tea and buns followed.

Photos courtesy of  Sr Mary Lou Winter

Annual Mass for
married couples
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VIN101

Also serving Schools, Business and HomesAlso serving Schools, Business and Homes

New contemporary and traditional
stained glass designed, made

and fitted. 
Professional repairs and restoration.

Website: customstainedglass.co.uk 
Email: wayne.ricketts@btconnect.com

Tel: 0117 955 5390

Wayne Ricketts
Stained Glass

w            

Bespoke Quality
Furniture Makers

Maximising experience and expertise 
to custom build for Churches and

Schools for the future

Lecterns, AV Cabinets and PA Decks
Altar/Communion Tables/Fonts 

Complete re-orders 
For more information contact us at:

Tel/Fax 01934 618111
Email: info@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk

www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk
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TTRRAAVVEELL IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE
arranged for readers of The Vine

AANNNNUUAALL TTRRAAVVEELL
IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE

AVAILABLE TO ANYONE UP TO
85 YEARS OF AGE.

MOST PRE-EXISTING MEDICAL
CONDITIONS ACCEPTED

TTOOPP QQUUAALLIITTYY CCOOVVEERR 
With a 24 hour helpline and an

air ambulance get-you-home service.
Mention this advert to get a Special Vine
discount. Don’t forget we can also sell

SINGLE-TRIP COVER, with no maximum
age limit and up to £20,000 cancellation

cover per couple.

CALL FOR DETAILS AND PRICES

0116 272
0500

Real people - not
machines!

FT
Travel

Insurance

Car Hire

Authorised and
regulated by the FCA

The church needs
religious sisters
URGENTLY to bring
Christ to others by a
life of prayer and
service lived in the
community of Ignation
spirituality.
Daily Mass is the
centre of community

Our Lady of FidelityOur Lady of Fidelity

life. By wearing the religious habit we are
witnesses to the consecrated way of life.
If you are willing to risk a little love and
would like to find out how, contact Sister
Bernadette.
Late vocations up to the age of 46
welcomed.

COVENT OF 
OUR LADY OF FIDELITY

Central Hill, Upper Norwood,
LONDON SE19 1RS

Telephone: 07973 6002563
or Fax: 0208 766 6579
Mobile: 07760 297001

Ministers of Religion

May the Sacred Heart of  Jesus be
praised, loved, adored and glorified
throughout the  whole world, now

and forever. 
Say six times a day for nine days.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

GREAT THINGS
ARE still

HAPPENING IN
BEDFORD!
Ss Philip and James Church 

MK41 7BX

Saturday, 14th July
Missio Mission 
Animation Day

10:30am - Refreshments
Followed by:

Inspiring Speakers
Free Lunch!

Update on this papal charity
4:00pm - VIGIL MASS

The day is open to everyone
not just those associated 

with Missio.
Please support this and 
encourage family and
friends to do likewise!

Pupils at St Margaret of Scotland
Catholic Primary School, Luton were
proud to celebrate and learn about the
different cultures that they have within
their school. All 21 classes took on a dif-
ferent cultural identity where the teach-
ers had prepared fun and creative
activities for the children to take part in.

Every child in the school had their own
passport which they used to gain access
to each country. The children were
treated to performances from Nostalgia
Steel Band and The Walshe Academy of
Irish dancing as well as tasting cuisine
from around the world with dishes being
prepared by our wonderfully dedicated

and supportive parents. Year 3 and 4
took part in dance workshops where they
learnt different dances from around the
world. On Friday, the children were in-
vited to come to school dressed in their
national dress and they showcased their
beautiful attire on the runway in the
fashion show. They were amazing! 

Cool young dudes

Obituaries
Gerard Anthony

Harris
Fr Tony Harris died on April 17. Ordained
originally as a Redemptorist in 1954, he ar-
rived in the diocese in 1964. He served in
Kettering, Northampton cathedral, Bletch-
ley and St. Clare’s, Aylesbury.

Bishop Peter presided at his requiem Mass

in Leighton Buzzard on May 8.

Stephen John
McGuinness

Fr. Stephen McGuinness began his working
life as an engineer at Corby steel works. He
was ordained in 1986, serving first at Our
Lady of Lourdes, Milton Keynes until 1988.
From there he moved to St. Anthony,

Slough, and then St. Gregory, Noerthamp-
ton. Next he moved to Thrapston, and then
to St Wulstan, High Wycombe, where hew
was also Parochial Administrator of Our
Lady of Grace, High Wycombe. He re-
turned to his home town in2006, taking
over at St. John Ogilvie. He retired because 
0f ill health in 2015.

He died on May 7 and Bishop `peter
presided at his funeral on May 20.
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JOE WALSH TOURS
PILGRIMAGES

LOURDES 

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI

DAILY BREAKFAST, 
LUNCH & DINNER 

16 JULY  |  4 NIGHTS  
From East Midlands £649ppfrom

£

£689ppfrom
£

17 & 24 AUGUST | 7 NIGHTS  
From Manchester

WE OFFER  

BOOK 
ONLINE& SAVE £10

LONDON:  0203 4680617  |  CARDIFF:  0292 0003865  
www.joewalshtours.co.uk  |  info@joewalshtours.co.uk   
Bonded & Licensed by the Civil Aviation Authority in the UK  |  ATOL 5163  |  ABTOT 5332

»  Full religious programme led by Spiritual Director
»  Direct Flights to Tarbes - Lourdes Airport, 
    including airport transfers
»  Daily breakfast, lunch & dinner
»  Full assistance of professional guides 
    & representatives throughout  

£675pp
£9 OCTOBER  |  5 NIGHTS  

From Manchester
»  Direct return ights from Manchester to Rome, 
    including airport transfers
»  5 nights’ accommodation in Hotel Porziuncola 
    Assisi | Half Board basis

Funeral
Services
Helping with

all your needs
If you would like to

advertise in this 
section please call 

Janet on 
01440 730399

· A family run 
Catholic funeral Directors
· A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· Florist

· Pre-Paid funeral plans
available

Chapels Of Rest in 
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Tel 0800 634 4505

·A family run
Catholic Funeral Directors
·A very personal service

· 24 hour call out
· Order of Service printing

· In House Florist
· Pre-Paid funeral plans available

Chapels Of Rest in
Houghton Regis and Arlesey

e-mail peter@benedictfuneral.co.uk
website www.benedictfuneral.co.uk

Houghton Regis 01582 249268
or Arlesey 01462 337684

        

A typical Irish-themed dinner dance at
Our Lady’s School in Chesham Bois was
organised on St Patrick’s Night – 17th
March – to celebrate Ireland’s Patron
Saint and fundraise for the post-earth-
quake mission in Ecuador.

A total of £1,791.30 was raised during
the night through a raffle and various
donations which will enable a commu-
nity in Manta (Ecuador) to buy a flat-
pack wooden house for a family who was
left homeless after a catastrophic earth-
quake. Bonds between Chesham and
Ecuador are very strong thanks to St
Columba’s parish priest, Fr Alessandro,
an enthusiastic Italian missionary priest
who lived in Ecuador for 7 years and who

also leads the parish of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary in Great Missenden.

He said: “This was my first St Patrick’s
Night since I moved to the UK and I
thoroughly enjoyed it. It was a very lively
evening with over 100 guests of all ages
and nationalities all living in this Pas-
toral Area. It was particularly good to see
parents, grandparents and children in-
volved in the preparation of the event
and coming together to celebrate and
help others who are less fortunate than
ourselves”.

.The joyful tunes (familiar to any Irish),
were provided by a local folk band called
All Hands Around, who kept people

glued to the dancefloor throughout the
evening. Authentic, home-made Irish
food and beer certainly helped create the
merry atmosphere. A fabulous Irish
dance display was part of the entertain-
ment, performed by 6 very talented
young children, some of which from Our
Lady’s school. Mark Holdsworth, head-
master of the school, added: “I was de-
lighted to see this community supporting
so generously such a worthy cause. This
follows another Spanish-themed event
in November 2017 hosted by our school
that raised £1,200 for Ecuador. I am glad
to be able to provide the space for this
community to grow in friendship and
service to others”

St. Patrick aids
Ecuador
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Creative Pupils Have Works Pub-
lished in Poetry Games Competi-
tion

Creative pupils at St Paul’s Catholic
School in Leadenhall expressed their
thoughts and feelings on the world
today.and had their works published as
part of a poetry competition run by
Young Writers.  

The Poetry Games: Truth or Dare poetry
competition encouraged self-expression
from secondary school pupils.  The
‘truth’ entries revealed what the writer
was passionate about, whilst the ‘dare’
entries were intended to question the
conventional and voice an opinion.

Mrs Esther Ajala, English Teacher at St
Paul’s, said:  “We were very impressed
with the quality of our pupils’ poems.
Our poets covered an interesting range
of subjects including dyspraxia, society,
confidence, love and equality and they
all demonstrated great creativity and
maturity’

Pupils were so motivated by the oppor-
tunity to express themselves through po-
etry that they are intending to submit
entries for future Young Writers’ compe-
titions 

Prize-winning poets

Catenians in celebration mood
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It is wonderful seeing so many parishes, schools,
groups and individuals getting involved with CAFOD’s
Share the Journey campaign. 

Why are they doing it?  Inspired by Pope Francis’ spe-
cial concern for people on the move, they want to send
a strong message and urge world leaders to protect the
rights of refugees and migrants in the forthcoming
global compacts on migration and refugees.   

How are they doing it?  Praying, signing a Petition to
the PM and organising walks.  By adding their voices
and miles walked (we aim to walk around the world -
24,900 miles), they hope that world leader will also
step up to protect the rights of refugees and migrants.  
Bishop Peter has also supported the campaign and
signed the petition to the MP.

Some of the great campaigning that has gone on :

The central Beds. Pastoral area did the walk together.
Under the very well organised 5 stage walk from each
parish, Alban Macdonald from St peter’s Biggleswade
led groups each Saturday in Eastertide for about a
10mile walk.   They had both very hot and very wet and
cold walks which gave the walkers a very small experi-
ence of what some refugees face  It was also a wonderful
opportunity to build community spirit!  It was great
that Andrew Selous MP joined part of one of the last
stage too!  All signed the petition to the PM as well.

Parishes have also stepped up and St Teresa – Princes
Risborough was no exception.  With the support of the
amazing CAFOD group led by Marie Pennell, the parish
held several walks.  One was a sponsored walk
(2.5miles) which raised well over £800 and the next
walk will be held on 16 June.  The parish walking group
also decided to focus on Share the Journey for one of
their walks.  

Individuals are also keen on doing their part like 88
year old Andrew Milne from Dunstable.  Andrew was
sadly taken into hospital and as he was recuperating,
decided he wasn’t going to be left out partaking in the
campaign.  So, during his thrice-daily walk up and
down the ward to recover his strength (20m), he prayed
for refugees and migrants and his mile was added to
the total miles walked.  Andrew also got family to join
him too!  What an inspiration to all of us!

There are many events planned throughout the diocese
in June and July.  Refugee week is on the 18 – 24 June
so if you can organise a walk then, all the better.  The
walk doesn’t have to be long. It can be several rounds
in the church.  Resources are all on our website.  If you
plan to do a walk, please let us know as we would love
to share it with others:  northampton@cafod.orgh.uk
or call 01844 274 723.


